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WritUn  by  his  oiun  Son  Don  FERDINAND  COLON*. 


THE    author's    preface, 

I  BEING  the  fon_  of  the  Admiral  Chriftopher  Colon,  a  perfon  worthy  of  eternal 
memory,  who  difcovered  the  Weft  Indies,  and  having  myfelf  failed  with  him  fome 
time,  it  feemed  to  me  but  reafonable,  that  among  other  things  I  have  writ,  one  and  the 
chiefeft  fhould  be  his  life,  and  wonderful  difcovery  of  the  Weft  Indies  or  New  World  ; 
becaufe  his  great  and  continual  fufferings,  and  the  diftempers  he  laboured  under,  did 
not  allow^  him  time  to  form  his  notes  and  obfervations  into  a  method  fit  for  hiftory  ; 
yet  knowing  there  were  many  others  who  had  attempted  this  work  I  forbore,  till  read- 
ing their  books  I  found  in  them,  that  which  is  ufual  among  hiftorians,  viz.  that  they 
magnify  feme  things,  leflen  others,  and  fometimes  pafs  that  over  in  filence  which  they 
ought  to  give  a  very  particular  account  of.  For  this  reafon  I  refolved  to  undergo  the 
labour  of  this  talk,  thinking  it  better  I  Ihould  lie  under  the  cenfure  my  Ikill  and  pre- 
fumption  (hall  be  fubjefl:  to,  than  to  fuffer  the  truth  of  what  relates  to  fo  noble  a  perfon 

*  Churchill's  Coll.  vol,  ii. 
VOL.  XII.  B  ,  to. 
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to  lie  buried  In  oblivion.  For  it  is  my  comfort,  that  if  any  fault  be  found  in  this  my 
undertaking,  it  will  not  be  that,  which  molt  hiftorians  are  liable  to,  viz.  that  they  know 
not  the  truth  of  what  they  write  ;  for  I  promife  to  compofe  the  hiftory  of  his  life  of 
fuch  matter  only  as  I  find  in  his  own  papers  and  letters,  and  of  thofe  palTages  of  which 
I  myfelf  was  an  eye-witnefs.  And  whofoever  fhall  imagine  that  I  add  any  thing  of  my 
own,  may  be  affured  I  am  fatisfied  I  can  reap  no  benefit  thereby  in  the  life  to  come  ; 
and  that  the  reader  alone  will  have  the  benefit  of  it,  if  it  be  capable  of  yielding  any. 

The  author  having  given  this  account  of  himfelf  I  have  not  much  to  add,  but  to 
inform  the  reader  before  he  enters  upon  the  work,  that  in  it  he  will  find  all  the  reafons 
which  induced  the  admiral  to  fuch  an  undertaking  ;  he  will  fee  how  far  he  proceeded 
in  perfon  upon  the  difcovery  in  four  feveral  voyages  he  made  ;  how  great  and  honour- 
able the  articles  were  upon  which  he  entered  upon  the  difcovery,  and  which  were  after- 
wards confirmed  to  hini  by  thofe  two  famous  Princes,  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen 
Ifabel,  or  Elizabeth  ;  how  bafely  they  were  all  violated,  and  he,  after  fuch  unparalleled 
fervices,  moll  inhumanly  treated  ;  how  far  he  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  ifland  Hifpaniola, 
the  firft  place  the  Spaniards  planted  in  ;  what  care  he  took  that  the  Indians  fhould  not 
be  opprcfled,  but  rather  by  good  ufage  and  example  prevailed  upon  to  embrace  the 
Catholic  faith  ;  alfo  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  Indians  ;  their  opinions  and  prac- 
tice as  to  religious  worfliip  ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  that  can  be  expected  in  a  work  of  this 
nature,  the  foundation  whereof  was  laid  by  fo  great  a  man  as  was  the  admiral,  and 
finifhed  by  his  own  fon,  who  had  all  the  education  that  could  contribute  to  make  him 
capable  of  writing  fo  notable  a  life. 


THE  DISCOVERY  OF  THE  WEST  INDIES,  ^c.  ?jfc. 

CHAP.  I.  —  Oft/je  Country,  Original,  and  Name  of  Admiral  Chrijlopher  Colon. 

IT  being  a  very  material  point  in  the  hiftory  of  any  man  of  note  to  make  known 
his  country  and  original,  becaufe  they  are  beft  looked  upon  who  arc  born  in 
noble  cities  and  of  illuftrious  parents;  therefore  fome  would  have  had  me  fpent  my 
time  in  ftiewing  that  the  admiral  was  honourably  defcended,  though  his  parents, 
through  the  pecvifhncfs  of  fortune,  were  fallen  into  great  poverty  and  want ;  and 
that  I  ftiould  have  proved  they  were  the  offspring  of  that  Junius  Colon,  of  whom 
Tacitus  in  his  1 2th  book  fays,  that  he  brought  King  Mithridates  prifoner  to  Rome  ; 
tor  which  fervicc  the  people  afligncd  him  the  confular  dignity,  the  eagle  or  ftandarcJ, 
and  confular  court.  And  they  would  have  me  give  a  large  account  ot  thofe  two  illuf- 
trious Coloni  his  predeceffors,  who,  Sabellicus  tells  us,  gained  a  mighty  viftory  over  the 
Venetians,  as  fhall  be  mentioned  in  the  5th  chapter  ;  but  I  rcfufcd  to  undertake  that 
tafk,  believing  he  was  particularly  chofen  by  Almighty  God  for  fo  great  an  affair  as 
that  was  he  performed  ;  and  becaufe  he  was  to  be  fo  truly  his  apoftle  as,  in  elfeft  he 
proved  it  was  his  will  he  fhould  in  this  part  be  like  the  others,  who  were  called  to 
make  known  his  name  from  the  fea  and  rivers,  and  not  from  courts  and  palaces,  and 
to  Imitate  himfelf,  whofe  progenitors  being  of  the  blood  royal  of  Jerufalem,  yet  it  pleafed 
him  that  his  parents  fliould  not  be  much  known.  Therefore  as  God  gave  him  all  the 
perfonal  qualities  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  fo  he  would  have  his  country  and  original 
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more  hid  and  obfcui'o.  So  it  is  that  fome,  who  would  cafl:  a  cloud  upon  his  fame,  fay 
he  was  of  Nervi,  others  of  Cugureo,  and  others  of  Bugielco,  all  fmall  towns  near  the 
city  of  Genoa,  and  upon  its  coall  *,  Others,  who  were  ,for  exalting  of  him,  fay,  lie  was 
a  native  of  Savona,  others  of  Genoa  ;  others,  more  vain,  make  him  of  Piacenza,  in 
which  city  there  are  fome  honourable  perfons  of  his  family,  and  tombs  with  the  arms 
and  infcriptions  of  the  family  of  Colombi,  this  being  then  the  ufual  furname  of  his  pre- 
deceifors ;  though  he,  complying  with  the  country  whither  he  went  to  live,  and  begin 
a  new  ftate  of  life,  modelled  the  word  that  it  might  be  Hke  the  ancient,  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  direfl:  from  the  collateral  line,  calling  himfelf  Colon.  This  made  me 
apt  to  believe,  that  as  moft  of  his  affairs  were  guarded  by  fome  fpecial  providence,  fo 
this  very  particular  concerning  his  name  and  furname  was  not  without  fome  myflery. 
We  may  inftance  many  names  which  were  given  by  fccret  impulfe  to  denote  the  effefts 
thofe  perfons  were  to  produce,  as  in  his  is  foretold  and  expreifed  the  wonder  he  per- 
formed. For  it  we  look  upon  the  common  furname  of  his  anceflors  we  niay  fay  he 
was  true  Columbus,  or  Columba,  forafmuch  as  he  conveyed  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  into  that  new  world  which  he  difcovered,  {hewing  thofe  people  who  knew  him 
not,  which  was  God's  beloved  Son,  as  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  in  the  figure  of  a  dove  at 
St.  John's  baptifm  ;  and  becaufe  he  alfo  carried  the  olive  branch  and  oil  of  baptifm 
over  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  like  Noah's  dove,  to  denote  the  peace  and  union  of 
thofe  people  with  the  church,  after  they  had  been  (hut  up  in  the  ark  of  darknefs  and 
confufion.  And  the  furname  of  Colon  which  he  revived  was  proper  to  him,  which  in 
Greek  fignifies  a  member,  that  his  proper  name  being  Chriftopher,  it  might  be  known 
he  was  a  member  of  Chrift,  by  whom  falvation  was  to  be  conveyed  to  thofe  people. 
Moreover  if  we  Vv^ould  bring  his  name  to  the  Latin  pronunciation,  that  is  Chriftophorus 
Colonus  ;  we  may  faf ,  that  as  St.  Chriftopher  is  reported  to  have  bore  that  name, 
becaufe  he  carried  Chrift  over  the  deep  waters  with  great  danger  to  himfelf,  whence 
came  the  denomination  of  Chriftopher ;  and  as  he  conveyed  over  the  people  whom 
no  ofher  could  have  been  able  to  carry,  fo  the  Admiral  Chriftophorus  Colonus,  implor- 
ing the  affiftance  of  Chrift  in  that  dangerous  palllige,  went  over  fafe  himfelf  and 
his  company,  that  thofe  Indian  nations  might  become  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
the  church  triumphant  in  heaven  ;  for  it  is  to  be  believed,  that  many  fouls  which  the 
devil  expeded  to  make  a  prey  of,  had  they  not  pafled  through  the  water  of  baptifm, 
were  by  him  made  inhabitants  and  dvi'ellers  in  the  eternal  glory  of  heaven. 

CHAP.  II.  —  Of  the  Admiral's  Father  and  Mother,  and  their  Quality,  and  of  the  f  life 
Account  one  Jujtiniani  gives  of  his  Employ,  before  be  bad  the  Title  of  Admiral. 

NOT  to  go  upon  the  etymology,  derivation  and  meaning  of  the  word  admiral,  but 
to  return  to  the  quality  and  perfons  of  his  progenitors ;  I  fay,  that  how  confiderable 
foever  they  were,  being  reduced  to  poverty  and  want  by  the  wars  and  factions  in  Lom- 
bardy,  I  do  not  find  after  what  manner  they  lived  ;  though  the  admiral  himfelf  in  a  letter 
fays  that  his  anceftors  and  he  always  traded  by  fea.  For  my  farther  information  in  this 
particular,  as  I  palled  through  Cugureo,  I  endeavoured  to  receive  fome  information 
from  two  brothers  of  the  Coloni,  who  were  the  richcft  in  thofe  parts,  and  reported  to 
be  fomewhat  a- kin  to  him ;  but  the  youngeft  of  them  being  above  one  hundred  years 
old,  they  could  give  me  no  account  of  this  affair.  Nor  do  I  think  that  this  is  any  dif- 
honour  to  us  who  defcend  from  him,  becaufe  I  think  it  better  that  all  the  honour  be 

*  From  an  authentic  record,  in  a  law-fuit,  \vc  now  know  that  the  ereat  Colon  was  born  at  Ferrara. 
EJalla,  xi.  2j8. 
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derived  to  us  from  his  perfon,  than  to  go  about  to  enquire  whether  his  father  was  a  mer- 
chant or  a  man  of  quality  that  kept  his  hawks  and  hounds ;  whereas  it  is  certain  there 
have  been  a  thoufand  fuch  in  all  parts,  vvhofe  memory  was  utterly  loft  in  a  very  fliort 
time  among  their  neighbours  and  kindred,  fo  as  it  is  not  known  whether  there  ever  were 
any  fuch  men.     But  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  nobility  can  add  lefs  luftre  to  me  than 
the  honour  I  receive  from  fuch  a  father.     And  fmce  his  own  honourable  exploits 
made  him  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  wealth  of  his  predeceiTors  (who,  notwithftanding 
their  poverty,  were  not  deftitute  of  virtue,  but  only  of  fortune),  he  ought  at  leaft,  by 
his  nam.e  and  worth,  to  have  been  raifed  by  authors  above  the  rank  of  mechanics 
and  handicrafts.     Which  yet,  if  any  will  affirm,  grounding  his  aflertion  on  what  one 
Augultin  Juftiniani  writes  in  his  chronicle  ;  I  fay,  that  I  will  not  fet  myfelf  to  deny  it, 
begging  tim.c  or  means  to  prove  the  contrary  by  teftimonials ;  for  as  much  as  Jufti- 
niani's  writing  it  does  not  make  that  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  article  of  faith,  which  is 
no  longer  in  the  memory  of  man  ;  fo  neither  will  it  be  thought  undeniable,  fliould  I  fay 
I  received  the  contrary  irom  a  thoufand  perfons.     Nor  will  I  fliew   his  falfchood   by 
the  hiftories  others  have  writ  of  Chriftopher  Colon,  but  by  this  fame  author's   tcfti- 
mony,  and  writing,  in  whom  is  verified  the  proverb,  that  "  Liars  ought  to  have  good 
mem.ories,"  bccaufe  otherwife  they  contradict  thcmfclves,  as  Juftiniani  did  in  this  cafe  j 
faying  in  his  companion  of  the  four  languages,  upon  that  expreflion  of  the  pfalm,  in 
omnem  terrain  exiv'it  [onus  eontm,  theie  very  words  :     "  This  Chriftopher  Colon  having 
in  his  tender  years  attained  fome  elements  of  learning,  when  he  came  to  manly  years 
applied  himfelf  to  the  art  of  navigation,  and  went  to  Lifbon,  in  Portugal,  where  he 
learned  cofmography,  taught  him  by  a  brother  of  his  who  there  made  fea-charts  ;  with 
which  improvement,  and  difcourfmg  with  thofe  that  failed  to  S.  George  de  la  Mira, 
in  Afric,  and  his  own  reading  in  coimography,  he  entertained  Thoughts  of  failing  to 
thofe  countries  he  difcovered."     By  which  words  it  appears  that  he  followed  no  me* 
chanic  employment,  or  handicraft ;  fmce,  he  lays,  he  employed  his  childhood  in  learn- 
ing, his  youth  in  navigation  and  cofmography,  and  his  riper  years  in  diicoveries.     Thus 
Juftiniani  convinces  himfelf  of  falfehood,  and  proves  himfelf  an  inconfiderate,  rafli,  and 
malicious  countryman  :  for  when  he  fpeaks  of  a  renowned  perfon  who   did  fo   much 
honour  to  his  country,  whofe  hiftoriographer  Juftiniani  made  himfelf,  though  the  ad- 
miral's parents  had  been  very  mean,  it  had  been  more  decent  to  fpeak  of  his  origin  as 
other  authors  in  the  like  cafe  do,  faying  he  was  of  low  pai-entage,  or  come  of  very  poor 
friends,  than  to  ufe  injurious  words,  as  he  did  in  his  pfalter  and  afterwards  in  his 
chronicle,  falfely  calling  him  a  mechanic.     And  fuppofing  he  had  not  contradifted 
himfelf,  reafon  itfelf  made  it  appear  that  a  man  who  had  been  employed  in  art  manual, 
or  handicraft,  mult  be  born  and  grow  old  in  it  to  become  a  perfeft  mafter ;  and  that 
he  would  not  from  his  youth  have  travelled  fo  many  countries,  as  alio  that  he  would 
not  have  attained  fo  much  learning  and  knowledge,  as  his  adtions  demonftrate  he  had  j 
efpecially  in  thofe  four  principal  fciences  required  to  perform  what  he  did,  which  arc 
aftrology,  cofmography,  geometry  and  navigation.     But  it  is  no  wonder  that  Juftiniani 
fhould  dare  to  deliver  an  untruth   in   this  particular,  which  is  hidden,  fmce  in  affairs 
well  known  concerning  his  difcovery  and  navigation,  he  has  infertcd  above  a  dozen  f;\lfe- 
hoods  in  half  a  flicct  of  paper  in  his  pfalter,  which  I  fliall  briefly  hint  at,  without  ftay- 
ing  to  give  him  an  anfwcr,  to  avoid  interrupting  the  fcries  of  the  hiftory  ;  fmce  by  the 
very  courfe  of  it,  and  what  others  have  writ  on   that  fubjett,  the  falfchood  of  his 
writing  will  be  made  out.     The  firft  therefore  was,  that  the  admiral  went  to  Liibon 
to  learn  cofmography  of  a  brother  of  his  own  that  was  there  ;  which  is  quite  contrary, 
bccaufe  he  lived  in  that  city  before,  and  taught  his  brother  what  he  knew.     The  fe- 
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cond  falfehood  is,  that  at  his  firft  coming  into  Gaftile,  their  catholic  majeflies,  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabel,  or  Elizabeth,  accepted  of  his  propolal,  after  it  had  been  feven  years 
bandied  about  and  rejeded  by  all  men.  The  third,  that  he  fct  out  to  difcovcr  with 
two  Ihips,  which  is  not  true,  for  he  had  three  caravals.  The  fourth,  that  his  firfl  dif. 
covery  was  Hifpaniola,  and  it  was  Guarahani.  which  the  admiral  called  S.  Salvador,  or 
S.  Saviour.  The  fifth,  that  the  faid  ifland  Hifpaniola  was  inhabited  by  cannibals,  that 
eat  men's  flefh  ;  and  the  truth  is,  the  inhabitants  ot  it  were  the  bell  people,  and  moll 
civilized  of  any  in  thofe  parts.  The  fixth,  that  he  took  by  force  of  arms  the  canoe, 
or  Indian  boat,  he  faw  ;  whereas  it  appears  that  he  had  no  war  that  firft  voyage  with 
any  Indian,  and  continued  in  peace  and  amity  with  them  till  the  day  of  his  departure 
from  Hifpaniola.  The  feventh,  that  he  returned  by  way  of  the  Canary  lilands,  which 
is  not  the  proper  way  for  thofe  veflels  to  return.  The  eighth,  that  from  the  faid  ifland 
he  difpatcheda  meflenger  to  their  majefties  aforefaid  ;  whereas  it  is  certain,  that  he  was 
not  firft  at  that  ifland,  as  was  obferved,  and  he  himfelf  was  the  meflfenger.  The 
ninth,  that  the  fecond  voyage  he  returned  with  tv/elve  fliips  ;  and  it  is  manifeft  he  had 
feventeen.  The  tenth,  that  he  arrived  at  Hifpaniola  in  twenty  days,  which  is  a  very 
Ihort  time  to  reach  the  neareft  iflands,  and  he  performed  it  not  in  two  months,  and 
went  to  others  much  farther  diftant.  The  eleventh,  that  he  prefently  made  fi-om  Hif- 
paniola with  two  fliips,  and  it  is  known  there  were  three  he  took  to  go  from  tlifpa- 
niola  to  Cuba.  JuiUniani's  twelfth  falfehood  is,  that  Hifpaniola  is  four  hours  diftant 
from  Spain,  and  the  admiral  reckons  it  above  five.  And  farther,  to  add  a  thirteenth 
to  the  dozen,  he  fays,  the  weftern  point  of  Cuba  is  fix  hours  diftant  from  Hifpaniola, 
making  it  further  from  Hifpaniola  to  Cuba  than  from  Spain  to  Hispaniola.  So  that 
by  his  negligence  and  heedleifnefs  in  being  well  informed  and  writing  the  truth  of  thefe 
particulars,  which  are  fo  plain,  we  may  plainly  difcern  what  inquiry  he  made  into  that 
which  was  fo  obfcure,  wherein  he  contradicts  himfelf,  as  has  been  made  appear.  But 
laying  afide  this  ccntroverfy,  wherewith  I  believe  I  have  by  this  time  tired  the  reader, 
we  will  only  add,  that  confidering  the  many  miftakes  and  falfehoods  found  in  the  faid 
Juftiniani's  hiftory  and  pfalter,  die  fenate  of  Genoa  has  laid  a  penally  upon  any  perfon 
that  fliall  read  or  keep  it ;  and  has  caufed  it  to  be  carefully  fought  out  in  all  places  it 
has  been  fent  to,  that  it  may  by  public  decree  be  deftroyed  and  utterly  extinguiftied, 
I  v/ill  return  to  our  main  defign,  concluding  with  this  alfertion,  that  the  admiral  v.as 
a  man  of  learning  and  great  experience  ;  that  he  did  not  employ  his  time  in  handicraft 
or  mechanic  exercifes,  but  in  fuch  as  became  the  grandeur  and  i-enown  of  his  wonder- 
ful exploits  ;  and  will  conclude  this  chapter  with  fotne  words  taken  out  of  a  letter 
he  writ  himfelf  to  prince  John  of  Caftile's  nurfe,  which  are  thefe. 

"  I  am  not  the  firft  admiral  of  my  family,  let  them  give  me  what  name  they  pleafe; 
for  when  all  is  done,  David,  that  moft  prudent  King,  was  firft  a  ihepherd,  und  after- 
wards chofen  King  of  Jerufalem,  and  I  am  fervant  to  that  fame  Lord  who  ra.fed  him 
to  fuch  dignity." 

CHAP.  III.  —  Of  the  Admiral's  Perfon,  andiuhat  Sciences  he  learned. 

THE  admiral  was  well  fliaped,  and  of  a  more  than  naiddling  ftature,  long  vifaged, 
his  cheeks  fomewhat  full,  yet  neither  fat  nor  lean  ;  he  had  a  hawk  nofe,  his  eyes 
white,  his  complexion  white,  with  a  lovely  red  ;  in  his  youth  his  hair  was  fair,  but 
when  he  came  to  thirty  years  of  age,  it  all  turned  grey.  He  was  always  modeft 
and  fparing  in  his  eating,  drinking,  and  his  d  e;"s.  Among  ftrangers  he  was 
aiiable,  and  pleafant  among  his  doineftics,  yet  with  modefty  and  an  eafy  gravity. 

He 
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He  was  fo  ilrid  in  religious  matters,  that  for  fading  and  faying  all  the  divine  office 
he  might  be  thought  profeft  in  fome  religious  order.  So  great  was  his  averfion  to 
fwcaring  and  curfing,  that  I  protefl  I  never  heard  him  fwear  any  other  oath  but  by 
S.  Ferdinand  ;  and  when  in  the  greateft  paflion  with  any  body,  he  would  vent  his 
fpleen  by  faying,  "  God  take  you  for  doing  or  faying  fo."  When  he  was  to  write, 
his  way  of  trying  his  pen  was  by  wriiing  thefe  words,  Jc/us  cum  Maria  ftt  nobis  in  via, 
and  that  in  fuch  a  charader,  as  might  very  well  ferve  to  get  his  bread.  But  pafling  by- 
other  particulars  of  his  aclions  and  manners,  which  may  be  mentioned  at  their  proper 
time  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  let  us  proceed  to  give  an  account  to  what  fcience  he 
moil  addioled  himfelf.  In  his  tender  years  he  applied  himfelf  fo  much  to  ftudy  at 
Pavia,  as  was  fufficient  to  underltand  cofmography ;  to  which  fort  of  reading  he  was 
much  addided,  for  which  reafon  he  alfo  applied  himfelf  to  aftrology  and  geometry, 
becaufe  thefe  fciences  are  fo  linked  together  that  the  one  cannot  fubfifl  without  the 
other ;  and  becaufe  Ptolemy,  in  the  beginning  of  his  cofmography,  fays  that  no  man 
can  be  a  good  cofmographer  unlefs  he  be  a  painter  too,  therefore  he  learned  to  draw, 
in  order  to  defcribe  lands,  and  fet  down  cofmographical  bodies,  planes  or  rounds. 

CHAP.  IV.  —  How  the  Admiral  employed  himfelf  before  he  came  into  Spain. 

THE  admiral  having  gained  fome  infight  in  fciences,  began  to  apply  himfelf  to  the 
fea,  and  made  fome  voyages  to  the  eaft  and  weft ;  of  which,  and  many  other  things 
of  thofe  his  firft  days,  I  have  no  perfed  knowledge,  becaufe  he  died  at  fuch  time  as 
I,  being  confined  bv  filial  dutv,  had  not  the  bolunefs  to  afk  him  to  give  an  account  of 
things  ;  or,  to  fpcak  the  truth,  being  but  young,  I  was  at  that  time  far  from  being 
troubled  with  fuch  thoughts  But  in  a  letter  writ  by  him,  in  the  year  1501,  to  their 
catholic  majeflies,  to  whom  he  durfl:  not  have  writ  any  thing  but  the  truth,  he  has 
thefe  following  words  : — "  Mofl;  ferene  princes ;  I  went  to  fea  very  young,  and  have 
continued  it  to  this  day ;  and  this  art  inclines  thofe  that  follow  it  to  be  defirous  to 
difcover  the  fccrets  of  this  world.  It  is  now  forty  years  that  I  have  been  failing  to  all 
thofe  parts,  at  prefent  frequented  ;  and  I  have  dealt  and  converfed  with  wife  people, 
as  well  clergy  as  laity,  Latins,  Greeks,  Indians,  and  Moors,  and  many  others  of  other 
feds  ;  and  our  Lord  has  been  f;ivourable  to  this  my  inclination,  and  I  have  received  of 
him  the  fpirit  of  underitanding  :  he  has  made  me  very  ikiltul  in  navigation,  knowing 
enough  in  aftrology,  and  fo  in  geometry  and  arithmetic.  God  hath  given  me  a  genius 
and  hands  apt  to  draw  this  globe,  and  on  it  the  cities,  rivers,  iflands  and  ports,  all  in 
their  proper  places.  During  this  time  I  have  feen,  and  endeavoured  to  fee  all  books 
of  cofmography,  hiftory,  and  philofophy,  and  of  other  fciences ;  fo  that  our  Lord  has 
fenfibly  opened  my  undcritanding,  to  the  end  I  may  fail  from  hence  to  the  Indies,  and 
made  me  mofl  willing  to  put  this  in  execution.  Filled  wi  h  thus  dofire,  I  came  to  your 
highneffes.  All  that  heard  of  my  undertaking,  rejeded  it  with  contempt  and  fcorn. 
In  your  highneffes  alone,  faith  and  conlhmcy  had  their  feat."  In  another  letter, 
written  from  Hifpaniola,  in  January  1495,  ^'^  ^'^'^'^'  catholic  majefties,  telling  them  the 
errors  and  miftakcs  commonly  made  in  voyages  and  pilotting,  he  fays  thus,  "  It  hap- 
pened to  me  that  King  Renee  whom  God  has  taken  to  himfelf,  fent  to  me  to  Tunis  to 
take  the  galcalle  called  I'ernandina ;  and  being  near  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Peter  by  Sar- 
dinia, I  was  told  there  were  two  fliips  and  a  barack  with  the  faid  galealfe,  which  dif- 
compofed  my  men,  and  they  refolved  to  go  no  farther,  but  to  return  to  iVlarfeillcs  for 
another  fhip  and  more  men ;  and  I  perceiving  there  was  no  going  againfl  their  wills, 
•without  fome  contrivance,  yielded  to  their  defires,  and  changing  the  point  of  the  needle, 
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fet  fail  when  it  was  late,  and  next  morning  at  break  of  day  we  found  otirfelvcs  near 
Cape  Cartegna,  all   aboard  thinking  we  had  certainly  been  failing  for  Marfeilles."    In 
the  fame  manner  in  a  memorandum,  or  obfervation,  he  made  to  (how  that  all  the  five 
zones  are  habitable,  and  proving  it  by  experience  in  navigation,  he  lays,  "  In  February 
1467,  I  failed  myfelf  an  hundred  leagues  beyond  Thulc  (Ifeland),  whofe  northern  part 
is  feventy-three  degrees  diftant  from  the  cquinoftial,  and   not   fixty-three   degrees  as 
fome  will  have  it  to  be  ;  nor  does  it   lie  upon  the  line  where  Ptolemy's  Wefl;  begins, 
but  much  more  to  the  weflwards  ;  and  to  this  ifland,  which  is  as  big  as  England,  the 
Englifh  trade,  efpecially  from  Briflol.     At  the  time  when  I  was  there,  the  fea  was  not 
frozen,  but  the  tides  were  fo  great,  that  in  fome  places  it  fweiled  twenty-fix  fathoms^ 
and  fell  as  much."     The  truth  is,  that  the  Thule  Ptolemy  fpeaks  of  lies  where  he  fays, 
and  this  by  the  moderns  is  called  Frizeland.     And  then  to  prove  that  the  equinoQial, 
or  land  under  it,  is  habitable,  he  fays,  "  I  was  in  the  fort  of  St.  George  de  la  Mira, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  which  lies  under  the  equinodial,  and  I  am  a  witnefs 
that  it  is  not  uninhabitable,  as  fome  would  have  ii."     And  in  his  book  of  his  firfl 
voyage,  he  fays  he  faw  fome  mermaids  on  the  coafl  of  Menegueta,  but  that  they  are 
not  fo  like  ladies,  as  they   are   painted.     And  in  another  place  he  fays,    "  I  ob- 
ferved  feveral  times  in  failing   from  Lifbon  to  Guinea,  that  a  degree  on  the  earth, 
anfwers  to  fifty-fix  miles  and  two  thirds."     And  farther,  he  adds,  that  in  Scio,  an 
ifland  of  the  Archipelago,  he  faw  maftic  drawn  from  fome  trees.     In  another  place 
he  fays,  "  I  was  upon  the  fea  twenty-three  years,  without  being  off  it  any  time  worth 
the  fpeaking  of;  and  I  faw  all  the  eaft  and  all  the  well,  and  may  fay  towards  the  north, 
or  England,  and  have  been  at  Guinea  ;  yet  I  never  faw  harbours  for  goodncfs  like 
thofe  of  the  Weft  Indies."     And  a  little  farther  he  fays  that  he   took  to   the  fea  at 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  ever  after  followed  it.     And  in  the  book  of  the  fecond 
voyage,  he  fays,  "  I  had  got  two  fhips,  and  left  one  of  them  at  Porto  Santo,  for  a 
certain  reafcn  that  occurred  to  me,  where  fhe  continued  one  day,  and  the  next  day 
after  I  joined  it  at  Lifbon,  becaufe  I  light  of  a  ftorm  and  contrary  winds  at  fouth-weit, 
and  fhe  had  but  little  wind  at  north-eaft  which  was  contrary."     So  that  from  thefe 
inflances  we  may  gather  how  much  experience  he  had  in  fea  afftiirs,  and  how  many 
countries  and  places  he  travelled  before  he  undertook  his  difcovery. 

CHAP.  V.  —  The  Admiral's  corning  into  Spain,   and  how  he  made  himfclf  known  in 
Portugal,  which  was  the  Caufe  of  his  difcovering  the  Weji  Indies. 

AS  concerning  the  caufe  of  the  admiral's  coming  into  Spain,  and  his  being  addifted 
to  fea  affairs,  the  occafion  of  it  was  a  famous  man  of  his  name  and  family,  called  Colon,, 
renowned  upon  the  fea,  on  account  of  the  fleet  he  commanded  againft  infidels,  and 
even  in  his  own  country,  infomuch  that  they  made  ufe  of  his  name  to  frighten  the 
children  in  the  cradle ;  whofe  perfon  and  fleet  it  is  likely  were  very  confiderable,  be- 
caufe he  at  once  took  four  Venetian  galleys,  whofe  bignefs  and  ftrength  I  fhould  not 
have  believed,  had  I  not  feen  them  fitted  out.  This  man  was  called  Colon  the  Younger, 
to  diftinguifh  him  from  another  who  was  a  great  feaman  before  him.  Of  which  Colon 
the  Younger,  Marc  Antony  Sabellicus,  the  Livy  of  our  age,  fays  in  the  eighth  book  of 
his  tenth  decade,  that  he  lived  near  the  time  when  Maximilian,  fon  to  the  Emperor 
Frederic  the  Third,  was  chofen  King  of  the  Romans :  Jerome  Donato  was  fent  am- 
baffador  from  Venice  into  Portugal,  to  return  thanks  in  the  name  of  the  republic  to 
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King  John  the  Second,  becaufe  he  had  clothed  and  reheved  all  the  crew  belonging  to 
the  aforefaid  great  galleys,  which  were  coming  from  Flanders,  relieving  them  in  liich 
a  manner,  as  they  were  enabled  to  return  to  Venice,  they  having  been  overcome  by 
the  famous  corfair  Colon  the  Younger,  near  LIfbon,  who  had  flripped  and  turned  them 
afhore.  Which  authority  of  fo  grave  an  author  as  Sabellicus,  may  make  us  fenfible  of 
the  atore-mentioned  Julliniani's  malice,  lince  in  his  hiftory  he  made  no  mention  of  this 
particular,  to  the  end  it  might  not  appear  that  the  family  of  Colon  was  lefs  obfcure 
ihan  he  would  make  it.  And  if  he  did  it  through  ignorance,  he  is  neverthelefs  to 
blame,  for  undertaking  to  write  the  hiftory  of  his  country,  and  omitting  fo  remarkable  a 
victory,  of  which  its  enemies  themfelves  make  mention.  For  the  hiflorian,  our  adver- 
lary,  makes  fo  great  account  of  his  viftory,  that  he  fays  ambaifadors  were  fent  on  that 
account  to  the  King  of  Portugal.  Which  fame  author  in  the  afore-mentioned  eighth 
book,  fomewhat  further,  as  one  lefs  obliged  to  inquire  into  the  admiral's  difcovery, 
makes  mention  of  it,  without  adding  thofe  twelve  lies  which  Juftiniani  inferted.  But 
to  return  to  the  matter  in  hand,  I  fay,  that  whilfl:  the  admiral  failed  with  the  aforefaid 
Colon  the  Younger,  which  was  a  long  time,  it  fell  out  that  underftanding  the  before- 
mentioned  four  great  Venetian  galleys  were  coming  from  Flanders,  they  went  out  to 
feck,  and  found  them  beyond  Lilbon,  about  Cape  St.  Vincent,  which  is  in  Portugal, 
where  falling  to  blows,  they  fought  furioufly  and  grappled,  beating  one  another  from 
veffel  to  veiTel  with  the  utmoft  rage,  making  ufe  not  only  of  their  weapons,  but  artifi- 
cial fire-works  ;  fo  that  after  they  had  fought  froni  morning  till  evening  and  abundance 
•were  killed  on  both  fides  ;  the  admiral's  fliip  took  fire,  as  did  a  great  Venetian  galley, 
which  being  fall  grappled  together  with  iron  hooks  and  chains,  ufed  to  this  purpofe  by 
fea-faring  men,  could  neither  of  them  be  relieved,  becaufe  of  the  confufion  there  was 
among  them,  and  the  fright  of  the  fire,  which  in  a  fliort  time  was  fo  increafed,  that  there 
was' no  other  remedy  but  for  all  that  could  to  leap  into  the  water,  fo  to  die  fooner  rather 
than  bear  the  torture  of  the  fire.  But  the  admiral  being  an  excellent  fwimmer,  and 
feeing  himfelf  two  leagues  or  a  little  further  from  land,  laying  hold  of  an  car,  which 
good  fortune  ofl'ered  him,  and  fometimes  refting  upon  it,  fomctimes  fwimming,  it 
pleafed  God,  who  had  preferved  him  for  greater  ends,  to  give  him  ftrength  to  get  to 
iliore ;  but  fo  tired  and  fpent  with  the  water,  that  he  had  much  ado  to  recover  himfelf. 
And  becaufe  it  was  not  far  from  Lifbon,  where  he  knew  there  were  many  Genoefe 
his  countrymen,  he  went  away  thither  as  faft  as  he  could,  where  being  known  by 
them  he  was  fo  courteoufly  received  and  entertained,  that  he  fet  up  houfe  and  married 
a  wife  in  that  city.  And  forafmuch  as  he  behaved  himfelf  honourably,  and  was  a 
man  of  a  comely  prefence,  and  did  nothing  but  what  was  jufl: ;  it  happened  that  a  lady 
whofe  name  was  Donna  Felipa  Moniz,  of  a  good  family  and  penfioncr  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  All  faints,  whither  the  admiral  ufed  to  go  to  mafs,  was  fo  taken  with  them, 
that  fhe  became  his  wife.  His  father-in-law  Peter  Moniz  Percftrello  being  dead,  they 
went  to  live  with  the  mother-in-law,  where  being  together,  and  flie  feeing  him  fo  -much 
addicted  to  cofmography,  told  him  that  her  hufl^and  Pereilnllo  had  been  a  great 
fea-faring  man,  and  that  he  with  two  other  captains  having  obtained  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal's leave,  went  to  make  difcoveries  upon  condition,  that  dividing  what  they  found 
into  three  parts  they  were  to  caft  lots  who  fliould  chufe  firft.  Being  thus  agreed, 
they  failed  away  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  arrived  at  the  illand  of  Madeira  and  Porto  Santo, 
places  never  before  difcovered.  And  becaufe  the  ifland  of  Madeira  was  blggefl ;  they 
divided  it  into  two  parts ;  the  ifland  of  Porto  Santo,  being  the  third,  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  the  faid  Pereflrello,  Colon's  father-in-law,  who  had  the  government  of  it  till 
he  died. 
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The  admiral  being  much  delighted  to  hear  fuch  voyages  and  relations,  his  mother- 
in-law  gave  him  the  journals  and  fca  charts  left  her  by  her  hufliand,  which  Rill  more 
inflamed  the  admiral  ;  and  he  inquired  into  the  other  voyages  the  Portuguefe  then 
made  to  St.  George  de  la  Mira,  and  along  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  being  much  pleafed  to 
difcourfe  with  thofe  that  had  failed  thither.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  cannot  certainly  tell 
whether,  whilfl  this  wife  lived,  the  admiral  went  to  Mira  or  Guinea,  as  I  faid  above, 
the  reafon  feems  to  require  it.  However  it  was,  as  one  thing  leads  to  another,  and  one 
confideration  to  another,  fo  whilfl:  he  was  in  Portugal  he  began  to  refledt,  that  as  the 
Portuguefe  travel  fo  far  fouthward,  it  were  no  lefs  proper  to  fail  away  wefl;ward,  and 
land  might  in  reafon  be  found  that  way.  That  he  might  be  the  more  certain  and  con- 
fident in  this  particular  he  began  to  look  over  all  the  cofmographers  again  whom  he 
had  read  before,  and  to  obferve  what  aflirological  reafons  would  corroborate  this  pro- 
jeO. ;  and  therefore  he  took  notice  of  what  any  perfons  whatfoever  fpoke  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  of  failors  particularly,  whicfi  might  any  way  be  a  help  to  him.  Of  all  which 
things  he  made  fuch  good  ufe,  that  he  concluded  for  certain,  that  there  were  many- 
lands  wefl:  of  the  Canary  iflands,  and  Cabo  Verde  ;  and  that  it  was  poffible  to  fail  to 
and  difcover  them.  But  that  it  may  appear  from  what  mean  arguments  he  came  to 
deduce,  or  make  out  fo  vafl:  an  undertaking,  and  to  fatisfy  many  who  are  defirous  to 
know  particularly,  what  motives  induced  him  to  difcover  thefe  countries,  and  expofe 
himfelf  in  fo  dangerous  an  undertaking,  I  will  here  fet  down  what  I  have  found  in  his 
papers  relating  to  this  affair. 

CHAP.  VI.  —  Tbe  principal  Motives  that  inclined  the  Admiral  to  believe  he  might  dif- 
cover the  Weji  Indies. 

BEING  about  to  deliver  the  motives  that  inclined  the  admiral  to  undertake  the 
difcovery  of  the  Wefl;  Indies,  I  fay  they  were  three,  viz,    natural  reafon,  authority 
of  writers,  and  the  tefl:imony  of  failors.     As  to  the  firfl:,    which  is  natural  reafon,  I 
fay,  he  concluded  that  all  the  fea  and  land  compofed  a  fphere  or  globe  ;  which  might 
be  gone  about  from  eafl:  to  wefl:,  travelling  round  it,  till  men  came  to  fl;and  feet 
to  feet  one  againfl;  another  in  any  oppofite  parts  whatfoever.  Secondly,  he  gave  it  for 
granted,  and  was  fatisfied  by  the  authority  of  approved  authors,  that  a  great  part  of 
this  globe  had  been  already  travelled  over,    and  that  there  then  only  remained,  to 
difcover   the  whole,    and  make  it  known  that  fpace  which  lay  between  the  eaftern 
bounds  of  India,  known  to  Ptolemy  and  Marinus,    round  about  eaftward,    till  they 
came  through  our  weftern  parts  to  the  iflands  Azores,    and  of  Cabo  Verde  the  molt 
wefl:ern  parts  yet  difcovered.   Thirdly,  he  confidered,  that  this  fpace  lying  between  the 
eafliern  limits  known  to  Marinus,  and  the  aforefaid  ifland  of  Cabo  Verde,  could  not 
be  above  a  third  part  of  the  great  circumfernce  of  the  globe,    fmce  the  faid  Marinus 
was  already  gone  fifteen  hours,  or  twenty-four  parts,  into  which  the  world  is  divided 
towards  the  eaft ;  and  therefore  to  return  to  the  faid  ifles  of  Cabo  Verde,  there  wanted 
about  eight  parts  ;  for  the  faid  Marinus  is  faid  to  have  begun  his  difcovery  towards  the 
wefl:.     Fourthly,  he  reckoned,  that  fince  Marinus  had  in  his  faid  cofmography,  given 
an  account  of  fifteen  hours,  or  parts  of  the  globe  towards  the  eafl:,    and  yet  was  not 
come  to  the  end  of  the  eafl:ern  land,  it    followed  of  courfe,    that  the  faid  end  mufl: 
be  much  beyond  that ;  and  confequently  the  farther  it  extended  eafl:ward,  the  nearer 
it  came  to  the  iflands  Cabo  Verde,  towards  our  weftern  parts  ;  and  that  if  fuch  fpace 
were  fea,  it  might  eafily  be  failed  in  a  few  days,  and  ifland,  in  would  be  fooner  dif- 
covered by  the  weft,  becaufe  it  would  be  nearer  to  the  faid  iflands.     To  which  reafon 
VOL.  XII.  c  may 
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may  be  addai,  that  given  by  Strabo  in  the  fifteenth  book  of  his  cofmography,  that 
no  man  with  an  army  ever  went  fo  far  as  the  eaftern  bounds  of  India,  which  Ctefias 
writes  is  as  big  as  all  the  reft  of  Afia  ;  Oneficritus  affirms,  it  is  the  third  part  of  the 
globe  ;  and  Nearchus,  that  it  is  four  months'  journey  in  a  ftrait  line  ;  befides  that,  Pliny, 
in  the  feventecnth  chapter  of  his  fixth  book,  fays  that  India  is  the  third  part  of  the 
earth  ;  whence  he  argued,  that  being  fo  large,  it  mufl:  be  nearer  Spain  by  way  of  weft. 
The  fifth  argument  that  induced  him  to  believe,  that  the  diftance  that  way  was  fmall, 
he  took  from  the  opinion  of  Alfragranus  and  hisfullowers,  who  make  the  circumference 
of  the  globe  much  Icfs  than  all  other  writers  and  cofmographers,  allowing  but  fifty- 
fix  miles  and  two-thirds  to  a  degree.  Whence  he  would  infer,  that  the  whole  globe 
beinjT  fmall,  that  extent  of  the  third  part  muft  of  neceflity  be  fmall,  which  Marinus  left 
as  unknown  ;  thei'efore  that  part  might  be  failed  in  lefs  time  than  he  afligned  ;  for 
fince  the  eaftern  bounds  of  India  were  not  yet  difcovered,  thofe  bounds  muft  lie  near 
to  us  weftward,  and  therefore  the  lands  he  fliould  difcover,  might  properly  be  called 
Indies.  By  this  it  plainly  appears,  how  much  one  Mr.  Roderick,  archdeacon  of  Seville, 
was  in  the  wrong  as  well  as  his  followers,  who  blame  the  admiral ;  faying,  he  ought 
not  to  have  called  thofe  parts  Indies,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo ;  whereas  the  admiral  did 
not  call  them  Indies,  becaufe  they  had  been  feen  or  difcovered  by  any  other  perfon, 
but  as  being  the  eaftern  part  of  India  beyond  Ganges,  to  which  no  cofmographer  ever 
afligned  bounds,  or  made  it  border  on  any  other  country  eaftward,  but  only  upon  the 
ocean  ;  and  becaufe  thefe  were  the  eaftern  unknown  lands  of  India,  and  have  no  parti- 
cular name  of  their  own  ;  therefore  he  gave  them  the  name  of  the  neareft  country, 
calling  them  Weft  Indies,  and  the  more  becaufe  he  knew  all  men  were  fenfible  of  the 
riches  and  wealth  of  India ;  and  therefore  by  that  name  he  thought  to  tempt  their 
catholic  majefties,  who  were  doubtful  of  his  undertaking,  telling  them  he  went  to 
difcover  the  Indies  by  way  of  the  weft.  And  this  moved  him  rather  to  defire  to  be 
employed  by  the  King  of  Caftile,  than  by  any  other  Prince. 

CHAP.  VII.  —  The  fecond  Motive  inducing  the  Admiral  to  difcover  the  Weji  Indies. 

THE  fecond  motive  that  encouraged  the  admiral  to  undertake  the  aforefaid  enter- 
prife,  and  which  might  reafonably  give  occafion  to  call  the  countries  he  Ihould  fo 
difcover  Indies,  was  the  great  authority  of  learned  men,  who  faid  that  it  was  poflible 
to  fail  from  the  weftern  coaft  of  Afric  and  Spain,  weftward  to  the  eaftern  bounds  of 
India,  and  that  it  was  no  great  fea  that  lay  between  them,  as  Ariftotle  affirms,  at  the 
end  ol  his  fetond  book  of  heaven  and  the  world  ;  where  he  fays.  That  they  may  fail 
from  India  to  Cadiz  in  a  few  days  ;  which  fome  think  Averroes  proves,  writing  upon 
that  place.  And  Seneca  in  his  firft  book  of  nature,  looking  upon  the  knowledge  of 
this  world  as  nothing  in  refpeft  of  what  is  attained  in  the  next  life,  fays,  a  fhip  may 
fail  in  a  few  days  with  a  fair  wind  from  the  coaft  of  Spain  to  that  of  India.  And  if,  as 
fome  would  have  it,  this  fame  Seneca  writ  the  tragedies,  we  may  conclude  it  was  to 
the  fame  purpofe,that  in  the  chorus  of  his  Medea,  he  fpeaks  thus  j 

Venient  annis  ^ 

Saecula  ferin,  quibus  Occanus 
Viiicula  rcrum  laxet,  et  iiigens 
Pateat  tellus,  Typhyfque  iiovos 
Detcpat  orbcs,  iiec  lit  tcrris 

Ultima  Thule. 

1  hat  is,  there  will  come  an  age  in  latter  years,  when  the  occean  will  loofc  the  bonds 

of 
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of  things,  and  a  great  country  be  difcovered,  and  another  like  Typhys  fliall  difcovcr 
a  new  world,  and  Thule  (liall  no  longer  be  the  laft  part  of  the  earth.     Which  now 
mofi;  certainly  has  been  fulfilled  in  the  perfon  of  the  admiral.     And  Strabo  in  the 
firft  book  of  his  cofmography,  fays  the  ocean  encompafles  all  the  earth  ;  that  in  the 
eall:,  it  waflies  the  coall  of  India,  and  in  the  weft,  thofe  of  Mauritania  and  Spain,  and 
that,  if  the   vaftnefs    of  the   Atlantic   did  not  hinder,  they  might  foon  fail  from  the 
one  to  the  other  upon  the  fame  parallel.     The  fame  he  repeats  in  the  fecond  book. 
Pliny  in   the   fecond   book  of  his    natural  hiftory,    chap.    3.    adds,  that   the  ocean 
furrounds  all  the  earth,  and  that  the  extent  of  it   from   eaft  to  weft,  is  from   India  to 
Cadiz.     The   fame   author,  book   the   fixth,  chap.  31,    and  Solinus,  chap.  68.    of 
the  remarkable  things  in  the  world,  fay,    that  from  the  iflands  Gorgones,  fuppofed 
to  be  thofe  of  Cabo  Verde,  was  forty  days  fail  on  the  Atlantic   ocean,  to  the  iilands 
Hefperides,    which  the  admiral  concluded  were  thofe  of  the  Weft  Indies,  Marcus 
Paulus  Vcnetus,  and  John  Mandiville,  in  their  travels  fay,    they  went   much   farther 
eaftward  than  Ptolemy  and  Marinus  mention,  who  perhaps  do  not  fpeak  of  the  eaftern 
fea  ;  yet  by  the  account  they  give  of  the  eaft,  it  may  be  argued,  that  the  faid  India  is 
not  far  diftant  from    Afric   and    Spain.     Peter  Aliacus   in   his   treatife,    De  imagine 
mundi,    chap.    8.       De   qiiantitate  terra  habitabilis,     et  Julius   Capiiolinus,    de  locis 
habitabilibus,  and  in  feveral  other  treatifes,  fay,    that  Spain  and  India  are  neighbours 
weftward.     And  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  his  cofmography,    he  has  thefe  words  ; 
according  to  the  philofophers  and  Pliny,  the  ocean  that  ftretches  between  the  weftern 
borders  of  Spain  and  Africk,  and  from  the  beginning  of  India  eaftward  is  of  no  great 
extent,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  may  be  failed  over  in   a  few  days,    with    a    fair 
wind,  and  therefore  the  beginning  of  India  eaftward,  cannot  be  far  diftant  from  the 
end  of  Africk  weftward.     Thefe  and  the  like  authorities  of  fuch  writers,  inclined 
the  admiral  to  believe  that  the  opinion  he  had  conceived  was  right,  and  one  Mr.  Paul, 
phyfician    to   Mr.  Dominic  of  Florence,  contemporary  with   the  admiral,  much  en- 
couraged him  to  undertake  the  faid  voyage.     For  this  Mr.  Paul,  being  a  friend  to  one 
Ferdinand  Martinez,  a  canon  of  Liftjon,  and  they  writing  to  one  another  concerning 
the  voyages  made  in  the  time  of  King  Alphonfo    of  Portugal  to   Guinea,  and  con- 
cerning what  might  be   made  weftward ;   the  admiral  who  was  moft  curious  in  thefe 
aftairs,  got  knowledge  of  it,  and  foon,  by  the  means   of  Laurence  Girardi,  a  Floren- 
tine refiding  at  LilLon,  writ  upon  this  fubjedt  to  the  faid  Mr.  Paul,  fending  him  a  fmall 
fphere,  and  acquainting  him  with  his  defign.     Mr.  Paul  fent  his  anfwer  in  Latin,  which 
in  Englifli  is  thus. 

CHAP.  VIII.  —  A  Letter  from  Paul,  a  Phyfuian  of  Florence,  to  the  Admiral,  concern- 
ing the  Difcovery  of  the  Indies. 

"  To  Chriftopher  Colon,  Paul  the  phyfician  wiflies  health. 
"  I  perceive  your  noble  and  earneft  defire  to  fail  to  thofe  parts  where  the  fpice  is 
produced ;  and  therefore  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  of  yours,  I  fend  you  another  letter, 
which  fome  days  fince  I  writ  to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  fervant  to  the  King  of  Portugal, 
before  the  wars  of  Caftile,  in  anfwer  to  another  he  writ  to  me  by  his  Highncfs's  order, 
upon  this  fame  account,  and  I  fend  you  another  fea-chart  like  that  I  fent  him,  which 
will  fatisfy  your  demands.     The  copy  of  that  letter  is  this." 

"  To  Ferdinand  Martinez,  canon  of  Lifbon,  Paul  the  phyfician  wiflies  health. 
"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  familiarity  you  have  with  your  moft  ferene  and 
magnificent  King,  and  though  I  have  very  often  difcourfed  coucerning  the  lliort  way 
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there  is  from  hence  to  the  Indies,  where  the  fpice  is  produced,  by  fea,  which  I  look 
upon  to  be  fhorter  than  that  you  take  by  the  coaft  of  Guinea ;    yet  you  now  tell  me, 
that  his  Highnefs  would  have  me  make  out  and  demonftrate  it,  fo  as  it  may  be  un- 
derflood  and  put  in  praftice.     Therefore,  though  I  could  better  fhew  it  him  with  a 
globe  in  my  hand,  and  make  him  fenfible  of  the  figure  of  the  world  ;   yet  I  have  re- 
iblved  to  render  it  more  eafy  and  intelligible,  to  fhew  this  way  upon  a  chart,  fuch  as 
are  ufed  in  navigation  ;  and  therefore  I  fend  one  to  his  majefty,  made  and  drawn  with 
mv  own  hand,  wherein  is  fct  down  the  utmoft  bounds  of  the  weft  from  Ireland,  in  the 
north,  to  the  fartheft  part  of  Guinea,  with  all  the  iflands  that  lie  in  the  way  :  oppo- 
fite  to  which  weftern  coaft  is  defcribed  the  beginning  of  the  Indies,  with  the  iflands 
and  places  whither  you  may  go,  and  how  far  you  may  bend  from  the  north  pole  to- 
wards the  equinoftial,  and  for  how  long  a  time  ;   that  is,  how  many  leagues  you  may 
fail  before  you  come  to  thofe  places  moft  fruitful  in  all  forts  of  fpice,  jewels,  and  pre- 
cious fttmes.     Do  not  wonder  if  I  term  that  country  where  the  fpice  grows  weft,  that 
product  being  generally  afcribed  to  the  eaft,  becaufe  thofe  who  fhall  fail  weftward, 
will  always  find  thofe  places  in  the  weft ;  and  they  that  travel  by  land  eaftward,  will 
ever  find  thofe  places  in  the  eaft.     The  ftrait  lines  that  lie  lengthways  in  the  chart, 
fhow  the  diftance  there  is  from  weft  to  eaft,  the  other  crofs  them,  fhow  the  diftance 
from  north  to  fouth.     I  have  alfo  marked  down  in  the  faid  chart,  feveral  places  in 
India,  where  ftiips  might  put  in  upon  any  ftorm  or  contrary  winds,  or]  any  other 
accident  unforefeen.     And  moreover,  to  give  you  full  information  of  all  thofe  places, 
which  you  are  very  defirous  to  know ;  you  muft  underftand,    that  none  but  traders 
live  or  refide  in  all  thofe  iflands,  and  that  there  is  there  as  great  a  number  of  fliips 
and  fea-faring  people  with  merchandize,  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  particu- 
larly in  a  moft  noble  part  called  Zafton,  where  there  are  every  year  an  hundred  large 
ftiips  of  pepper  loaded  and  unloaded,  befides  many  other  fliips  that  take  in  other  fpice. 
This  country  is  mighty  populous,  and  there  are  many  provinces  and  kingdoms,  and 
innumerable  cities  under  the  dominion  of  a  Prince  called  the  Great  Cham,  which  name 
fignifies  King  of  Kings,  who  for  the  moft  part  refides  in  the  province  of  Cathay.     His 
predeceflbrs  were  very  defirous  to  have  commerce,   and  be  in  amity  with  Chriftians  ; 
and  two  hundred  years  fince,  fent  ambafllidors  to  the  Pope,  defiring  him  to  fend  them 
many  learned  men  and  do£tors  to  teach  them  our  faith  ;    but  by  reafon  of  fome 
obftaclcs  the  ambaflfadors  met  with,    they  returned  back  without  coming  to  Rome. 
Befides  there  came  an  ambaffador  to  Pope  EugeniusIV.  who  told  him  the  great  friend- 
fliip  there  was  between  thofe  Princes,  their  people  and  Chriftians.     I  difcourfed  with 
him  a  long  while  upon  the  feveral  matters  of  the  grandeur  of  their  royal  ftrudure, 
and  of  the  greatnefs,  length  and  breadth  of  their  rivers,  and  he  told  me  many  wonder- 
ful things  of  the  multitude  of  towns  and  cities  founded  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers, 
and  that  there  were  two  hundred  cities  upon  one  only  river,  with  marble  bridges  over 
it  of  a  great    length   and    breadth,  and    adorned    with   abundance  of  pillars.     This 
country  deferves,  as  well  as  any  other  to  be  difcovered  ;  and  there  may  not  only  be 
great  profit  made  there,  and  many  things  of  value  found,  but  alfo  gold,  filver,  all 
ibrts  of  precious  ftoncs,  and  fpices  in  abundance,    which  are  not  brought    into  our 
parts.     And  it  is  certain,  that  many  wife  men,    philofophers,  aftrologers,    and  other 
perfons  flcilled  in  all  arts,    and  very  ingenious,    govern  that  mighty  province,  and 
command  their  armies.     From  Lifbon  diredly  weftward,  there  are  in  the  chart  twenty- 
fix  fpaces,  each  of  which  contains  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  the  moft  noble  and 
vaft  city  of  (^uifay,  which  is  one  hundred  miles  in  compafs,  that  is  thirty-five  leagues, 
in  it  there  are  ten  marble  bridges  ;    the  name  fignifies  a  heavenly  city,    of  which 
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wonderful  things  are  reported,  as  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  people,  the  buildings 
and  revenues.  This  fpace  above-mentioned  is  almofl  the  third  part  of  the  globe. 
This  city  is  in  the  province  of  Mango,  bordering  on  that  of  Cathay,  where  the  King 
for  the  mofl  part  refides.  From  the  ifland  Antilla,  which  you  call  the  feven  cities, 
and  whereof  you  have  fonie  knowledge  to  the  mofl  noble  ifland  of  Cipango,  are  ten 
fpaces,  which  make  two  thoufand  five  hundred  miles,  or  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
leagues,  which  ifland  abounds  in  gold,  pearls,  and  precious  flones  :  and  you  mufl 
underfland,  they  cover  their  temples  and  palaces  with  plates  of  pure  gold.  So  that 
for  want  of  knowing  the  way,  all  thefe  things  are  hidden  and  concealed,  and  yet  may 
be  gone  to  with  fafety.  Much  more  might  be  faid,  but  having  told  you  what  is  molt 
material,  and  you  being  wife  and  judicious,  I  am  fatisfied  there  is  nothing  of  it  but 
what  you  underfland,  and  therefore  I  will  not  be  more  prolix,  ^^hus  much  may  ferve 
to  fatisfy  your  curiofity,  it  being  as  much  as  the  Ihortnefs  of  time  and  my  bufinefs 
would  permit  me  to  fay.  So  I  remain  mofl  ready  to  fatisfy  and  ferve  his  Highnefs  to 
the  utmofl,  in  all  the  commands  he  fhall  lay  upon  me. 
"  Florence,  June  25,   1474." 

After  this  letter,  he  again  writ  to  the  admiral  as  follows  : 

"  To  Chriflopher  Colon,  Paul  the  phyfician  wiflies  health. 

"  I  received  your  letters  with  the  things  you  lent  me,  which  I  take  as  a  great 
favour,  and  commend  your  noble  and  ardent  defire  of  failiiig  from  eaft  to  weft,  as  it 
is  marked  out  in  the  chart  I  fent  you,  which  would  demonftrate  itfelf  better  in  the 
form  of  a  globe.  I  am  glad  it  is  well  underflood,  and  that  the  voyage  laid  down  is 
not  only  poflible,  but  true,  certain,  honourable,  very  advantageous,  and  moft  glorious 
among  all  Chriftians.  You  cannot  be  perfed:  in  the  knowledge  of  it,  but  by  expe- 
rience and  pradtice,  as  I  have  had  in  great  meafure,  and  by  the  folid  and  true  infor- 
mation of  vi'orthy  and  wife  men,  who  are  come  from  thofe  parts  to  this  court  of 
Rome,  and  from  merchants  who  have  traded  long  in  thofe  parts,  and  are  perfons  of 
good  reputation.  So  that  when  the  faid  voyage  is  performed,  it  will  be  to  powerful 
kingdoms,  and  to  moft  noble  cities  and  provinces,  rich,  and  abounding  in  all  things 
we  ftand  in  need  of,  particularly  in  all  forts  of  fpice  in  great  quantities,  and  ftore  of 
jewels.  This  will  moreover  be  grateful  to  thofe  Kings  and  Princes,  who  are  very 
defirous  to  converfe  and  trade  with  Chriftians  of  thefe  our  countries,  whether  it  be 
for  fome  of  them  to  become  Chriftians,  or  elfe  to  have  communication  with  the  wife 
and  ingenious  men  of  thefe  parts,  as  well  in  point  of  religion,  as  in  all  fciences,  be- 
caufe  of  the  extraordinary  account  they  have  of  the  kingdoms  and  government  of 
thefe  parts.  For  which  reafons  and  many  more  that  might  be  alledged,  I  do  not  at 
all  admire,  that  you  who  have  a  great  heart,  and  all  the  Portuguefe  nation,  which 
has  ever  had  notable  men  in  all  undertakings,  be  eagerly  bent  upon  performing  this 
voyage." 

This  letter,  as  was  faid  before,  encouraged  the  admiral  much  to  go  upon  his  dif- 
covery,  though  what  the  doctor  there  writ  was  falfe,  as  believing  that  the  firft  land 
they  Ihould  meet  with,  would  be  Cathay,  and  the  empire  of  the  Great  Cham,  with  the 
reft  he  there  relates ;  fince  as  experience  has  made  appear,  the  diftance  from  our  In- 
dies to  that,  is  greater  than  from  hence  to  our  Indies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX.  —  The  third  Motive  and  Inducement,  which  infome  Mcafure   excited  the 

Admiral  to  Difcover  the  Wejl  Indies. 

THE  third  and  laft  motive  the  admiral  had  to  undertake  the  difcovery  of  the  Wefl: 
Indies,  was  the  hopes  of  finding,  before  he  came  to  India,  foine  very  beneficial  ifland 
or  continent,  from  whence  he  might  the  better  purfue  his  main  defign.  This  his  hope 
was  grounded  upon  the  authority  of  many  wife  men  and  philofophers,  who  looked 
upon  it  as  mod  certain,  that  the  greateft  part  of  this  terraqueous  globe  was  land,  or 
that  there  was  more  earth  than  fea  ;  which  if  fo,  he  argued,  that  between  the  coaft  of 
Spain  and  the  bounds  of  India  then  known,  there  mufi;  be  many  iflands,  and  much 
continent,  as  experi^ce  has  fince  demonftrated,  which  he  the  more  readily  believed, 
being  impofed  upon  by  many  fables  and  ftories  which  he  heard  told  by  feveral  perfons 
and  failors,  who  traded  to  the  iflands  and  wefl:ern  fea,  and  to  Madera  ;  which  tefti- 
monies  making  fomewhat  to  his  purpofe,  they  were  fure  to  gain  a  place  in  his  me- 
mory. Therefore  I  will  not  forbear  relating  ihem,  to  fatisfy  thofe  that  take  delight 
in  fuch  curiofities.  It  is  therefore  requifite  to  be  underftood,  that  a  pilot  of  the  King 
of  Portugal,  whofe  name  was  Martin  Vicente,  told  him,  that  he  being  once  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  weftward  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  found  and  took  up  in  the  fea,  a 
piece  of  wood  ingenioufly  wrought,  but  not  with  iron;  by  which,  and  the  wind  having 
been  weft  for  many  days,  he  guefled  that  piece  of  wood  came  from  fome  ifland  that 
way.  Next  one  Peter  Correa,  who  had  married  the  admiral's  wife's  fifter,  told  him, 
that  in  the  ifland  of  Porto  Santo  he  had  feen  another  piece  of  wood  brought  by  the 
fame  winds,  well  wrought,  as  that  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  there  had  been  canes 
found  fo  thick,  that  every  joint  would  hold  above  four  quarts  of  wine ;  which  he  faid 
he  affirmed  to  the  King  of  Portugal  himfelf  difcourfing  with  him  about  thefe  affairs, 
and  that  they  were  fliewn  him  ;  and  there  being  no  place  in  our  parts  whei-e  fuch 
canes  grow,  he  looked  upon  it  as  certain,  that  the  wind  had  brought  them  from  fome 
neitrhbouring  iflands,  or  clfe  from  India.  For  Ptolemy,  in  the  firft  book  of  his  cof- 
mography,  chap.  17,  fays,  there  are  fuch  canes  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  India:  and 
fome  of  the  iflanders,  particularly  the  Azores,  told  him,  that  when  the  weft  wind 
blew  long  together,  the  fea  drove  fome  pines  upon  thofe  iflands,  particularly  upon 
Gratiofa  and  Fayal,  there  being  no  fuch  in  all  thole  parts.  And  that  the  fea  caft  upon 
this  ifland  of  Flores,  another  of  the  Azores,  two  dead  bodies  of  men,  very  broad  faced, 
and  differing  in  afped  from  the  Chriftians.  At  Cape  Verga  and  thereabouts,  they 
fay,  they  once  faw  fome  covered  Almadies  or  boats,  which  it  is  believed  were  drove 
that  way  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  as  they  were  going  over  from  one  ifland  to  another. 
Nor  were  thefe  only  the  motives  he  then  had,  which  yet  feemed  reafonable;  but  there 
were  thofe  that  told  him  they  had  feen  fome  iflands,  among  whom  was  Anthony  Leme, 
married  in  the  ifland  of  Madera,  who  told  him,  that  having  made  a  confiderable  run 
in  a  caraval  of  his  own  weftward,  he  had  feen  three  iflands.  Thefe  he  did  not  give 
credit  tc,  bccaufe  he  found  by  their  own  words  and  difcourfe,  that  they  had  not  failed 
one  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward,  and  that  they  had  been  deceived  by  fome  rocks, 
taking  them  for  iflands  ;  or  clfe  perhaps  they  were  fome  of  thofe  floating  iflands  that 
arc  carried  about  by  the  water,  called  by  the  failors  Aguadas,  whereof  Pliny  makes 
mention  in  the  firft  book,  chap.  97,  of  his  natural  hiftory  ;  where  he  fays,  that  in 
the  northern  parts  the  fea  difcovered  fome  fpots  of  land,  on  which  there  are  trees  of 
deep  roots,  which  parcels  of  land  are  carried  about  like  floats  or  iflands  upon  the 
water.     Seneca   undertaking  to  give  a  natural  reafon  why  there  arc  fuch  forts  of 

iflands. 


LIFE    OF    COLON,    BY   HIS    SON.  1 5 

iflands,  fays  in  his  third  book,  that  it  is  the  nature  of  certain  fpungy  and  li.^rht  rocks, 
fo  that  the  iflands  made  of  them  in  India,  fwini  upon  the  water.  So  that  were  it 
never  fo  true,  that  the  faid  Anthony  Lome  had  feen  fome  ifland,  the  admiral  was  of 
opinion,  it  could  be  no  other  than  one  of  them,  fuch  as  thofe  called  of  St.  Brandani 
are  fuppofed  to  be,  where  many  wonders  are  reported  to  have  been  feen.  There  is 
alfo  an  account  of  others  that  lie  much  northward,  and  always  burn.  Juventius  For- 
tunatus  relates,  that  there  is  an  account  of  two  iflands  towards  the  weft,  and  more 
fouthward  than  thofe  of  Cabo  Verde,  which  fvvim  along  upon  the  water.  Thefe  and 
the  like  grounds  might  move  feveral  people  of  the  iflands  of  Ferro  and  la  Gomera, 
as  alfo  of  the  Azores,  to  affirm  that  they  fa w  iflands  towards  the  weft  every  year, 
which  they  looked  upon  as  moft  certain,  and  many  perfons  of  reputation  fwore  it  was 
true.  He  fays,  moreover,  that  in  the  year  1484,  there  came  into  Portugal,  one  from 
the  ifland  of  Madera  to  beg  a  caraval  of  the  King,  to  go  to  difcover  a  country,  which  he 
fwore  he  f;iw  every  year,  and  always  after  the  felf-fame  manner,  agreeing  with  others, 
who  faid  they  had  feen  it  from  the  iflands  Azores.  On  which  grounds  in  the  charts 
and  maps  formerly  made,  they  placed  fome  iflands  thereabouts  ;  and  particularly  bc- 
caufe  Ariftotle  in  his  book  of  wonderful  natural  things,  affirms,  it  was  reported  that 
fome  Carthaginian  merchants  had  failed  through  the  Atlantic  fea  to  a  moft  fruitful 
ifland,  as  we  fhall  declare  more  at  large  hereafter,  which  ifland  fome  Portuguefe  infertcd 
in  their  maps,  calling  it  Antilla ;  though  they  did  not  agree  in  the  fituation  with 
Ariftotle,  yet  none  placed  it  above  two  hundred  leagues  due  weft  from  the  Canaries 
and  Azores,  which  they  conclude  to  be  certainly  the  ifland  of  the  feven  cities,  peopled 
by  the  Portuguefe  at  the  time  that  Spain  was  conquered  by  the  Moors  in  the  year 
714.  At  which  time,  they  fay,  feven  bifhops  with  their  people  embarked  and  failed 
to  this  ifland,  where  each  of  them  built  a  city  ;  and  to  the  end  none  of  their  people 
might  think  of  returning  to  Spain,  they  burnt  the  fhips,  tackle  and  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  failing.  Some  Portuguefe  difcourfmg  about  this  ifland,  there  were  thofe 
that  affirmed  feveral  Portuguefe  had  gone  to  it,  who  could  not  find  the  way  to  it 
again.  Particularly  they  fay,  that  in  the  time  of  Henry,  infant  of  Portugal,  a  Portu- 
guefe fhip  was  drove  by  ftrefs  of  weather  to  this  ifland  Antilla,  where  the  men  went 
on  (hore,  and  were  led  by  the  iflanders  to  their  church,  to  fee  whether  they  were 
Chriftians,  and  obferved  the  Roman  ceremonies,  and  perceiving  they  did,  they  de- 
fired  them  not  to  depart  till  their  lord  came,  who  was  then  abfent,  and  would  make 
very  much  of  them,  and  give  them  many  prefents,  and  to  whom  they  vv^ould  prefently 
fend  advice ;  but  the  mafter  and  feamen  were  afraid  of  being  detained,  fufpefting 
thofe  people  had  not  a  mind  to  be  difcovered,  and  might  therefore  burn  their  fliip,  and 
for  that  reafon  they  failed  back  to  Portugal,  hoping  to  be  rewarded  for  what  they  had 
done,  by  the  Infante.  He  reproved  them  feverely,  and  bid  them  return  quickly  ;  but 
the  mafter  for  fear  run  away  from  Portugal  with  the  fliip  and  men  ;  and  it  is  re- 
ported, that  whilft  the  feamen  were  at  church  in  the  faid  ifland  the  boys  of  the  fhip 
gathered  fand  for  the  cook-room,  the  third  part  whereof  they  found  to  be  pure  gold. 
Among  others  that  fet  out  to  difcover  this  ifland,  was  one  James  de  Fiene,  whofe  pilot 
Peter  Velafquer,  of  the  town  of  Palos  de  Moguer,  told  the  admiral  in  the  monaftery- 
of  St.  Mary  de  la  Rabida,  that  they  fet  out  from  Fayal,  and  failed  above  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  fouth-weft,  and  in  their  return  difcovered  the  ifland  Flores,  being 
led  to  it  by  abundance  of  birds  they  faw  fly  that  way,  becaufe  thofe  being  land  and  not 
fea  fowls,  they  judged  they  could  not  reft  but  upon  land  :  after  which  they  failed  fo 
far  north-eaft,  till  they  came  to  Cape  Clare,  in  the  weft  of  Ireland,  where  they  met 
with  fliiF  wefterly  winds,  and  yet  a  fmooth  fea,  which  they  imagined  was  caufed  by 

I .  fame  ■ 
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fome  land  that  fheltered  it  towards  the  weft.  But  it  being  then  the  month  of  Auguft, 
they  would  not  turn  towards  the  ifland,  for  fear  of  winter.  This  was  above  forty 
years  before  our  Indies  were  difcovered.  This  account  was  confirmed  by  the  relation 
a  mariner  at  Port  St.  Mary  made,  telling  him  that  once  making  a  voyage  into  Ireland, 
he  faw  the  faid  land,  which  he  then  thought  to  be  part  of  Tartary,  falling  off  towards 
the  weft,  which  it  is  like  was  the  land  we  now  call  Bacallaos,  and  that  they  could  not 
make  up  to  it  by  reafon  of  the  bad  weather.  This  he  faid  agreed  with  what  one  Peter 
de  Velafco  of  Galicia,  affii;med  to  him,  in  the  city  of  Murcia  in  Spain,  which  was,  that 
failing  for  Ireland,  they  went  away  fo  far  to  north-weft,  that  they  difcovered  land  weft 
of  Ireland,  which  land  he  believes  to  be  the  fame  that  one  Femaldolmos  attempted  to 
difcover,  after  the  manner  as  I  fliall  here  faithfully  fet  down,  as  I  found  it  in  my  fa- 
ther's writings  ;  that  it  may  appear  how  fome  men  lay  the  foundation  of  great  matters 
upon  flight  grounds.  Gonfalo  de  Oviedo,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Indies,  writes,  that  the 
admiral  had  a  letter,  wherein  he  found  the  Indies  defcribed,  by  one  that  had  before  dif- 
covered them  ;  which  was  not  fo,  but  thus  :  Vincent  Dear,  a  Portuguefe  of  Tavira, 
returning  from  Guinea  to  the  Tercera  iflands,  and  having  pafled  the  ifland  of  Madera, 
which  he  left  eaft  of  him,  faw,  or  imagined  he  faw,  an  ifland  which  he  certainly  con- 
cluded to  be  land.  Being  come  to  the  Tercera  ifland,  he  told  it  to  one  Luke  de 
Cazzana,  a  Genoefe  merchant,  who  was  very  rich,  and  his  friend  perfuading  him  to 
fit  out  fome  veflTel  to  conquer  that  place ;  which  he  was  very  vidlling  to  do,  and  ob- 
tained licence  for  it  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  He  writ,  therefore,  to  his  brother  Francis 
de  Cazzana,  who  refided  at  Sevil,  to  fit  out  a  fhip  with  all  fpeed  for  the  faid  pilot. 
But  the  faid  Francis  making  a  jeft  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  Luke  de  Cazzana  fet  out 
a  veflel  in  the  Tercera  ifland,  and  the  pilot  went  out  three  or  four  times  to  feek  the 
faid  ifland,  failing  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues, 
but  all  in  vain,  for  he  found  no  land.  Yet  for  all  this,  neither  he  nor  his  partner 
gave  over  the  enterprize  till  death,  always  hoping  to  find  it.  And  the  brother  afore- 
faid  told  me,  and  affirmed  it,  that  he  knew  two  fons  of  the  captain  that  difcovered 
the  Tercera  ifland,  their  names  Michael  and  Jafper  Cortereal,  who  went  feveral  times 
to  difcover  that  land,  and  at  laft  in  the  year  1502,  perifhed  in  the  attempt,  one  after 
another,  without  ever  being  heard  of ;  and  that  this  was  well  known  to  many. 

CHAP.  X.  —  Proving  it  to  be  falfe,  that  the  Spaniards  had  formerly  the  Dominion  of 
the  Indies^  as  Gonzalo  de  Oviedo  endeavours  to  make  out  in  his  Hijiory. 

IF  all  we  have  faid  above  concerning  fo  many  imaginary  iflands  and  countries,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  mere  fable  and  folly,  how  much  more  reafon  have  we  to  look  upon  that 
as  a  falfchood,  which  Gonzalo  Fernandez  de  Oviedo  conceits  in  his  natural  hiftory  of 
the  Indies,  looking  upon  his  own  imagination  as  a  certain  truth,  and  faying  he  has 
fully  made  out,  that  there  was  another  difcoverer  of  this  navigation  of  the  ocean,  and 
that  the  Spaniards  had  the  dominion  of  thofe  lands  ;  alledging  to  make  out  his  affer- 
tion,  what  Ariftotle  writes  of  the  ifland  Atlantis,  and  Sebofus  of  the  Hefperides.  This 
he  afl^rms  upon  the  judgment  of  fome  pcrfons,  whofe  writings  we  have  duly  weighed 
and  examined,  and  I  would  have  omitted  to  talk  on  this  fubjeft,  to  avoid  condemning 
fome,  and  tiring  the  reader,  had  I  not  confidered,  that  fome  perfons,  to  leffen  the 
admiral's  honour  and  reputation,  make  great  account  of  fuch  notions.  Befides,  I 
thought  I  did  not  perform  my  duty  fully,  by  fetting  down  with  all  fincerity  the  mo- 
tives and  inducements  that  inclined  the  admiral  to  undertake  his  unparalleled  enterprize, 
if  I  fhould  fuifer  fuch  a  falfehood,  which  I  know  to  be  fo,  to  pafs  uncenfured.  There- 
fore, 
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fore,  the  better  to  difcover  his  miftake,  I  will,  in  the  firft  place,  fet  down  what  Ariftotle, 
as  related  by  one  F.  Theophilus  de  Ferrariis  fays  as  to  this  point  ;  which  F.  Theophilus 
among  Ariftotle's  problems  coUefted  by  him,  brings  in  a  book  called  Dc  adtnirandis  in 
natura  aiiditis,  a  chapter  with  thefe  following  words  :  "  Beyond  Hercules's  pillars  it 
is  reported  there  was  formerly  found  an  ifland  in  the  Atlantic  fea  by  certain  Cartha- 
ginian merchants,  which  had  never  before  been  inhabited  by  any  but  brute  beafts.  It 
was  all  wooded  and  covered  with  trees,  had  a  great  many  navigable  rivers,  and 
abounded  in  all  things  nature  ufually  produces,  though  removed  not  many  days  fail 
from  the  continent.  It  happened  that  fome  Carthaginian  merchants  coming  to  it,  and 
finding  it  a  good  counti'y,  as  well  for  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  as  temperature  of  the  air, 
they  began  to  people  it  ;  but  the  fenate  of  Carthage  being  offended  at  it,  foon  made  a 
public  decree,  that  for  the  future  no  perfon  upon  pain  of  death  fliould  go  to  that  ifland, 
and  they  that  went  firft  were  put  to  death  ;  to  the  end  that  other  nations  fhould  not 
hear  of  it,  and  fome  more  powerful  people  take  poffeffion  of  it,  by  which  means  it 
might  become  an  enemy  to  their  liberty."  Now  I  have  faithfully  quoted  this  autho- 
rity, I  will  give  the  reafons  that  induce  me  to  fay,  that  Oviedo  has  no  juft  caufe  to  affirm 
that  this  ifland  was  Hifpaniola  or  Cuba,  as  he  afferts.  In  the  firft  place,  becaufe  Gon- 
zalo  de  Oviedo  not  underftanding  Latin,  he  of  ncceftity  took  fuch  interpretation  of  this 
place  as  fomebody  made  him  ;  who,  by  what  we  fee,  did  not  well  know  how  to  tranflate 
out  of  one  language  into  another,  fince  he  altered  and  changed  the  Latin  text  in  feveral 
particulars,  which  perhaps  deceived  Oviedo,  and  inclined  him  to  believe  that  this  quo- 
tation fpoke  of  fome  ifland  in  the  Indies  ;  becaufe  we  do  not  read  in  the  Latin  text  that 
thefe  people  went  out  of  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  as  Oviedo  writes  ;  nor  much  lefs  that 
the  ifland  was  large,  nor  its  trees  great,  but  that  it  was  an  ifland  much  wooded.  Nor 
is  it  found  there,  that  the  rivers  were  wonderful ;  nor  does  it  fpeak  of  its  fatnefs,  or  fay 
it  was  more  remote  from  Africk  than  Europe,  but  in  plain  terms  fays  it  was  remote 
from  the  continent  ;  nor  does  it  fay  any  towns  were  built  there,  for  traders  who  hap- 
pened upon  it  could  build  but  little ;  nor  is  it  faid  to  be  famous,  bul  that  they  were 
afraid  its  fame  would  fpread  abroad  into  other  nations.  So  that  the  expofitor  who 
interpreted  this  place  to  him  being  fo  ignorant,  it  caufed  Oviedo  to  imagine  it  to  be 
another  thing  than  really  it  was  ;  and  if  he  fliould  fay  that  it  is  otherwife  in  Ariftotle's 
text,  and  that  what  the  friar  writes  is  as  it  were  a  compendium  of  what  Ariftotle  writ ;  I 
muft  aflv  him  who  gave  him  authority  to  beftow  fo  many  kingdoms  on  whom  he  pleafes, 
and  to  rob  one  of  his  honour  who  has  gained  it  fo  fairly,  and  tell  him  he  ought  not  to 
have  been  fatisfied  with  reading  that  authority  as  it  lies  in  the  friar's  pamphlet,  but 
fhould  have  feen  it  in  the  original,  that  is,  in  Ariftotle's  works.  Befides  that  he  was 
mifinformed  in  this  cafe,  for  though  Theophilus  in  all  his  other  books  following  Arif- 
totle, delivered  the  fubftance  and  fum  of  what  he  fays;  yet  he  did  notfo  in  his 
book  De  adtnirandis,  he  himfelf  owning  in  the  beginning,  that  he  does  not  in  that  his 
book  abridge  Ariftotle,  as  he  has  done  in  the  others,  but  that  he  there  inferts  all  the 
text  word  for  word ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  Aiid  there  was  either  more  or  lefs 
in  Ariftotle  than  what  he  fet  down.  Add  to  this,  that  Anthony  Beccaria  of  Verona, 
who  tranflated  this  book  out  of  Greek  into  Latin,  of  which  tranflation  Theophilus 
made  ufe,  did  not  render  it  fo  faithfully,  but  that  he  inferted  feveral  matters  differing 
from  the  Greek  original,  as  will  appear  to  any  man  that  fliall  obferve  it. 

In  the  fecond  place  I  fay,  that  though  Ariftotle  had  writ  fo  as  Theophilus  delivers  it, 
yet  Ariftotle  himfelf  quotes  no  author,  but  as  fpeaking  of  a  thing  for  which  there  is  no 
good  authority,  fays,  Fertur,  which  implies  that  what  he  delivers  concerning  this  ifland, 
he  writes  as  doubtful  and  ill  grounded.     Befides  he  writes  of  a  thing  not  then  new, 
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but  which  had  happened  long  before  ;  faying,  It  is  reported  that  formerly  an  ifland 
was  found,  and  therefore  it  may  well  be  faid  according  to  the  proverb,  "  That  in  great 
travels  there  are  great  lies  :"  which  proverb  is  now  verified  ;  for  in   that  narration 
there  are  circumflances  no  way  agreeable  to  reafon,  forafmuch  as  it  fays,  that  this  ifland 
abounded  in  all   things,  but  had  never  been  inhabited,  which   is  not  confonant  nor 
likely,  forafmuch  as  fruitfulncfs  in  land  proceeds  from  its  being  cultivated  by  the  inha- 
bitants ;  and  where  there  are  no  inhabitants,   the  land  is  fo  far  from  producing  any 
thing  of  Itfelf  that  even  thofe  things  which  art  produces  grow  wild  and  ufelefs.     Nor  is 
it  more  likely  that  the  Carthaginians  Ihould   be  difpleafed  becaule  their  people  had 
found  fuch  an  ifland,  and  fliould  put  to  death  the  difcoverers  ;  for  if  it  was  fo  remote 
from  Carthage  as  the  Indies  arc,   it  was  a  folly  to  fear  that  thofe  who  fliould  come  to 
inhabit  there  would   conquer  Carthage  unlels  that,  as  Oviedo  aflirms,   the  Spaniards 
pofi'elTed  thofe  iflands  before.     He  would  farther  aflTert,    that  the  Carthaginians  were 
prophets,  and  that  now  their  jcaloufy  and  prophecy  were  fulfilled,  the  Emperor  taking 
Tunis  or  Carthage,  with  the  money  brought  from  the  Indies  ;  which  I  am  fatisfied  he 
would  have  faid,  to  gain  more  favour  by  telling  fuch  news  than  he  did,  but  that  his  book 
•was  publiflied  before.     So  that  any  judicious  perfon  may  conceive  it  is  a  folly  to  fay 
that  ifland  was  never  more  heard  of,  becaufe  the  Carthaginians  quitted   the  dominion 
of  it,   for  fear  any  other  nation  fliould  take  it  from  them,  and  come  afterwards  to  de- 
ftroy  their  liberty  ;    for  they  ought   to  have  feared  this  much  more  from  Sicily  or 
Sardinia,  that  lay  but  two  days  fail  from  their  city,  than  from  Hifpaniola,  between 
which  and  them  there  lay  one  third  of  the  world.     And  if  it  fliould  be  objefted  that 
they  apprehended  the  wealth  of  that  country  might  empower  their  enemies  to  do  them 
harm  ;  I  anfwer,  they  had  more  caufe  to  hope,  that   being  themfelves  mafters  of  thofe 
riches  they  might  Oppofe  and  fubdue  whom  they  pleafed,  and  that  if  they  left  that 
ifland  unpeopled,  they  left  it  in  the  power  of  another  to  difcover  it  ;  whence  the  fame 
mifchief  might  follow  which  they  feared.     And  therefore  they  ought  rather  to  fortify 
it  and  fecure  their  trade  to  it,  as  we  know  they  did  another  time  upon  the  like  occa- 
fion  ;  for  having  found  the  iflands  which  they  then  called  Calliterides,  and  now  we 
call  the  Azores,  they  kept  that  voyage  very  private,   becaufe  of  the  tin  they  brought 
from  thence,  as  Strabo  tells  us  at  the  latter  end  of  the  third  book  of  his  Cofmography. 
Wherefore,  granting  it  were  true  what  Ariftotle  had  writ  in  this  fable,  it  might  be  faid 
he  meant  it  of  the  voyage  to  the  iflands  Azores,  which  either  for  want  of  better  under- 
ftanding,  and  the  great  antiquity  of  the  teftimony,  or  through  aifeftion,   which  blinds 
men,  Oviedo  argues  fliould  be  underftood  of  the  Indies  we  now  poflTefs,  and  not  of  the 
faid  iflands  Azores,  or  any  of  them.     If  it  fliould  be  replied  that  this  cannot  be  becaufe 
Strabo  does  not  fay  they  were  the  Carthaginians  who  were  poflelTed  of  the  iflands  Azores, 
but  the  Phoenicians,  I  anfwer  that  the  Carthaginians  being  come  from  Phoenicia  with 
their  Queen  Dido,  therefore  fiie  and  they  were  called  Piioenicians  at  that  time,  as  the 
Chriftians  born  in  the  iflands  are  now  called  Spaniards.     And  fliould  it  be  again  urged, 
that  the  place  of  Ariftotle  which  fpeaks  of  this  iflands,  fays  it  had   many  navigable 
rivers,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  iflands  Azores,  but  in  Cuba  and  Hifpaniola,   I 
anfwer,  that  if  we  will  take  notice  of  this  particular,  they  add,  that  there  were  abundance 
of  hearts  in  them,  which   there  are  not  in  Cuba  or  Hifpa.iiola  ;  and  it  may  well  be, 
that  in  a  thing  of  fuch  antiquity  there  might  be  fome  miftake  in  relating  that  particular, 
as  often  happens  in  many  of  thefe  uncertain  and  fo   far  diftant  antiquities.     Obferve 
that  neither  Cuba  nor  Hifpaniola  have  any  deep  navigable  rivers,  as  the  place  quoted 
intimates  ;    and  that  any  fliips  may  enter  the  mouths  of  the  biggeft  rivers  of  thofe 
iflands,  but  not  conveniently  fail  up  them.     Befides  that,  as  has  been  faid,  how  great 
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foever  Ariftotle's  authority  may  be  the  word  might  poilibly  bo  corrupted,  and  might 
be  writ  navigaJidum  inftead  of  potandum,  which  better  agreed  with  what  he  treated  of, 
commending  it  for  plenty  of  drinking  water,  as  well  as  fruitfuhicfs  in  producing  things 
to  eat.     This  might  well  be  verified  of  any  one  of  the  Azores,  and  with  more  rcafon, 
becaufe  neither  Cuba  nor  Hifpaniola  he  fo,  as  that  the  Carthaginians  could  be  carried 
to  them  either  by  reafon  of  their  ncarnefs,  or  by  any  mifchance  ;  for  if  thofe  who  went 
purpofely  with  the  admiral  to  difcover  thought  the  way  fo  long  that  they  would  have 
turned  back,  how  much  longer  mufl;  it  fcem  to  them  who  defigned  no  fuch  tedious 
voyage,  and  who,  as  foon  as  the  time  would  permit,  had  turned  back  towards  their 
country  ?     Nor  do£s  any  fform  laft  fo  long  as  to  carry  a  fhip  from  Cadiz  to  Hifpaniola  ; 
nor  is  it  likely,  that  becaufe  they  were  merchants,  they  (liould  have  any  mind  to  run 
farther  from  Spain  or  Carthage  than  the  wind  obliged  them,  efpecially  at  a  time  when 
navigation  was  not  come  to  that  perfedlion  as  now  it  is.     For  which  reafon  very  incon- 
fiderable  voyages  were  then   looked   upon  as  great,  as  appears  by  \v\i3X  we  read  of 
Jafon's  voyage  to  Colchos,  and  that  of  UlyflTes  through  the  Mediterranean,  in  v/hich  fo 
many  years  were  fpent ;  and   therefore  they  were  fo  famous  that  the   mod  excellent 
poets  have  given  an  account  of  them,  becaufe  of  the  little  knowledge  they  had  then  of 
fea  affairs ;  whereas  it  has  been  fo  improved  of  late  in  our  age,  that  there  have  been 
thofe  who  had  the  boldnefs  to  fail  round  the  world,  which  has  contradicted  the  proverb 
that  faid,  "  He  that   goes  to  cape  Nam  will   either  return  or  not  ;"  which  cape  is  in 
Africk,  not  very  much  diffant  from  the  Canaries.     Befidcs  it  is  a  notorious  miitake  to 
think  the  ifland  whither  thofe  merchants  were  carried,  could  be  either  Cuba,  or  Hifpa- 
niola ;   for  it  is  well  known,  that  with  all  the  knowledge  we  have  at  this  prefent,  it  is 
alnioft  impoflible  to  come  at  them,  without  meeiing  with  any  other  iflands  that  encom- 
pafs  them  all  all  round.   But  if  we  would  fay  that  land  or  ifland  was  none  of  the  Azores, 
as  has  been  faid  above,  one  lie  ought  to  be  grafted  upon  another,  by  alledging  that  it 
was  the  fame  ifland  of  which  Seneca  in  his  fourth  book  makes  mention,  where  he  tells 
us,  that  Thucydides  fpeaks  of  an  ifland  called  Atlantica,  which  in  the  time  of  the 
Peloponnefian  war  was  all  or  moftly  drowned.     Whereof  Plato  alfo  makes  mention  in 
his  Timseus.     But  becaufe  we  have  difcourfed  too  long  concerning  thefe  fables,  I  will 
proceed  to  the  next  point,  where  it  is  faid  that  the  Spaniards  had  entirely  the  dominion 
of  the  faid  iflands  ;   which  opinion  is  grounded  on  what  Statius  and  Sebofus  fay,  that 
certain  iflands  called  Hefperides,  lay  forty  days  fail  weft  of  the  iflands  Gorgones.     And 
hence  it  is  argued,  that  fmce  thofe  mufl  of  neceflity  be  Indies,  and  are  called  Hefperides, 
that  namp  came  from  Hefperus,  who  was  King  ot  Spain,  who  of  confequence,  and  the 
Spaniards  were  lords  of  that  country.  So  that  rightly  confidering  his  words,  he  endea- 
vours from  uncertain  premifes  to  deduce   three  infallible  confequences,  contrary  to 
Seneca's  rule,  who  in  his  fixth  book  of  nature,   fpeaking  of  fuch  like  things,  fays  it  is 
hard  to  affirm  any  thing  as  fure  and  certain  upon  grounds  that  are  no  other  than  con- 
jeftures,   as  here  Ovideo  does  ;  forafmuch  as  only  Sebofus  is  faid  to  have  made  men- 
tion of  thofe  iflands  Hefperides,  declaring  towards  what  part  they  lie  but  not  mention- 
ing that  they  were  the  Indies,  or  of  whom  they  took  the  name,  or  by  whom  conquered. 
And  if  Oviedo  out  of  Berofus  affirms  that  Hefperus  was  King  of  Spain,  I  grant  it  to  be 
true,  but  not  that  he  gave  the  name  to  Spain  or  Italy  ;   but  he,  like  a  true  hifl;orian, 
owning  that  Berofus  fails  him  in  this  particular,   took  up  with  Hyginus,  yet  cautioufly 
without  mentioning  in  what  book  or  chapter,  and  thus  he  conceals  his  authority  ;  for 
in  fhort,  no  place  is  to  be  found  where  Hyginus  fpeaks  of  any  fuch  matter,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  in  one  only  book t)f  his  that  is  extant,  intituled,  De  poetica  Ajlronomin^  he  has  not 
only  no  fuch  words,  but  in  three.feveral  places  where  he  fpeaks  of  thefeHefperides,  he 
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fays  thu?,  Hercules  is  painted  as  killing  the  dragon  that  guarded  the  Hcfperldes.     And 
fomewhat  farther  he  fays,  that  Hercules  being  fent  by  Euriflheus  for  the  golden  apples 
to  the  Hefperides,  and  not  knowing  the  way  thither,  he  went  to  Prometheus  on  mount 
Caucafus,  and  entreated  him  to  (hew  him  the  way,  whence  followed  the  death  of  the 
dragon.     Now,  according  to  this,  we  fhall  have  other  Hefperides  in  the  eafl  to  whom 
alio  Oviedo  may  fay,  Hefperus  King  of  Spain  gave  his  name.     Hyginus  fays  farther, 
in  the  chapter  of  planets,   that  it  appears  by  feveral  hiftories  that  the  planet  Venus  i& 
called  Hefperus,  becaufe  it  fets  foon  after  the  fun.     From  all  which  we  may  infer,  that 
if  we  ought  to  make  ufe  of  any  teftimonies  or  quotations  from  perfons  ufed  to  relate 
poetical  fables,  as  Hyginus  does,  that  very  fame  which    Hyginus  fays  rather  makes 
againft  Oviedo  than  for  him  ;  and  we  may  fuppofe  and  affirm,  they  were  called  Hefpe- 
rides from  a  certain  ftar.     And  as  the  Greeks  for  the  fame  reafon  called  Italy  Hefperia, 
as  many  write ;  fo  we  may  fay,  Sebofus  called  thefe  iflands  Hefperides,  and  made  ufe 
of  the  fame  conjeiElures,  and  fome  reafons  to  fhew  whereabouts  they  lay,  which  we  faid 
above  moved  the  admiral  to  believe  for  certain,  that  there  were  fuch  iflands  weftward. 
Thus  we  may  conclude,  that  Oviedo  did  not  only  prefume  to  counterfeit  authorities 
for  what  he  faid,  but  that  either  though  inadvertency,   or  to  pleafe  him  who  told  him 
thefe  things  (for  it  is  certain  he  did  not  underftand  them  himfelf),  he  maintained  two 
contradiaions,   the  difagreement  beween  which  were  fufficient  to  difcover  his  error. 
For  if  the  Carthaginians  who,  as  he  fays,  arrived  at  Cuba  or  Hifpaniola,  found  that 
country  inhabited  by  none  but  brute  beafls,  how  could  it  be  true  that  the  Spaniards  had 
been  poffeffed  of  it  long  before,  and  that  their  King  Hefperus  gave  it  his  name  ?  Unlefs 
perhaps  he  will  fay,  that  fome  deluge  unpeopled  it  ;  and  that  afterwards  fome  other 
Noah  reftored  it  to  that  condition  it  was  difcovered  in  by  the  admiral.     But  becaufe  I 
am  quite  tired  with  this  difpute,  and  methinks  the  reader  is  cloyed  with  it,  I  will  not 
dilate  any  more  upon  this  point,  but  follow  on  our  hiftory. 

CHAP.  XI.  —  How  the  Admiral  was  difgnjied  by  the  King  of  Portugal,  on  account  of  the 

Difco'very  be  propofed  to  him. 

THE  admiral  now  concluding  that  his  opinion  was  excellently  well  grounded,  he 
rofolved  to  put  it  in  practice,  and  to  fail  the  weflern  ocean  in  quell  of  thofe  coimtries. 
But  being  fcnfible  that  fuch  an  undertaking  was  only  fit  for  a  Prince  who  could  go 
through  with  and  maintain  it,  he  refolved  to  propofe  it  to  the  King  of  Portugal  becaufe 
he  lived  under  him.  And  though  King  John  then  reigning  gave  ear  to  the  admiral's 
propolals  yet  he  feemed  backward  in  embracing  them,  becaufe  the  great  trouble  and 
expence  he  was  at  upon  acount  of  the  difcovery  and  conquelt  of  the  weftern  coafl;  of 
Afric,  called  Guinea,  without  any  confiderable  fuccefs  as  yet,  or  being  as  yet  able  to 
weather  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  name  fome  fay  was  given  it  inftead  of  Agefmguc, 
its  proper  denomination,  becaufe  that  was  the  fartheft  they  hoped  to  extend  their  dif- 
coverics  and  conquefts,  or  as  others  will  have  it,  becaufe  this  cape  gave  them  hopes  of 
better  countries  and  navigation.  Be  it  as  it  will,  the  aforefaid  King  had  but  little  incli- 
nation to  lay  out  more  money  upon  difcoveries  ;  and  it  he  gave  any  ear  to  the  admiral, 
it  was  becaufe  of  the  excellent  reafons  he  gave  to  prove  his  opinion,  which  fo  far  pre- 
vailed upon  him,  that  there  remained  only  to  grant  the  admiral  thofe  terms  he  de- 
manded. For  the  admiral  being  a  man  of  a  noble  and  generous  fpirit,  would  capitulate 
to  his  great  benefit  and  honour,  that  he  might  leave  beliind  him  fuch  a  reputation,  and 
fo  confiderable  a  famity,  as  became  his  great  a£tions  and  merits.  For  this  reafon  the 
King,  bv  the  advice  of  one  Doftor  Calzadilla,  of  whom  he  made  great  account,  refolved 
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to  fend  a  caraval  privately  to  attempt  that  which  the  admiral  had  propofed  to  him  ; 
becaufe  in  cafe  thofe  countries  were  fo  difcovered,  he  thought  himfelf  not  obliged  to 
beftow  any  great  reward,  which  might  be  demanded  on  account  of  the  difcoveryi 
Having  thus  fpeedily  equipped  a  caraval,  and  going  out,  it  was  to  carry  fupplies  to  the 
iflands  of  Cabo  Verde,  he  fent  it  that  way  the  admiral  had  propofed  to  go.  But  thofe 
he  fent  wanted  the  knowledge,  conftancy,  and  fpirit  of  the  admiral.  After  wandering 
many  days  upon  the  fea,  they  turned  back  to  the  iflands  of  Cabo  Verde,  laughing  at 
the  undertaking,  and  faying  it  was  impoffible  there  fliould  be  any  land  in  thofe  leas. 
This  being  come  to  the  admiral's  ear,  and  his  wife  dead,  he  took  fuch  an  averfion  to 
that  city  and  nation,  that  he  refolved  to  go  to  Caftile,  with  a  little  fon  he  had  feft  by 
his  wife,  called  D.  James  Colon,  who  inherited  his  father's  eftate.  But  fearing  left  if 
the  King  of  Caftile  ftiould  not  confent  to  his  undertaking,  he  might  be  forced 
to  propofe  it  to  fome  other  Prince,  which  would  take  up  much  time,  he  fent  a 
brother  he  had  with  him,  called  Bartholomew  Colon,  into  England,  who,  though  he 
was  no  Latin  fcholar,  was  a  fldlful  and  judicious  man  in  fea  affairs,  and  could  make  fea- 
charts,  globes,  and  other  inftruments  fit  for  that  profeffion,  having  been  taught  by  the 
admiral  his  brother.  Bartholomew  Colon  being  on  his  way  for  England,  it  was  his 
fortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  pirates,  who  ftripped  him  and  the  reft  of  his  company. 
For  this  reafon,  and  being  fick  and  poor  in  that  country,  it  was  a  long  tij-ne  before  he 
could  deliver  his  meflage,  till  having  got  fome  fupply  by  making  fea-charts,  he  began 
to  make  fome  propofals  to  King  Kenry  the  VIIth,then  reigning,  to  whom  he  prefented 
a  map  of  the  world,  on  which  were  thefe  verfes,  which  I  found  among  his  papers,  and 
fhall  be  here  inferted,  rather  for  their  antiquity  than  elegancy. 

Terrarum  quicunque  cupis  fccliciter  oras 
Nofcere,  cunfta  decens  dofte  piftura  docebit, 
Quz  Strabo,  affirraat,  Ptolema;us,  Plinius  atqiie 
Illdorus  ^  non  una  tamen  fenteiitia  cuique. 
Piiigitur  hie  etiam  nuper  fulcata  carinis 
Hifpanis  zona  ilia,  prius  ingonita  jjeiiti, 
Torrida,  quae  tandem  nunc  eft  notiflima  multis. 

Pro  audtore,  live  piclorc; 

And  a  Uttle  lower, 

Genoa  cui  patria  eft,  nomen  cui  Bartholomasus 
Columbus  de  terra  rubra,  opus  edidit  iftud, 
Londuiiis  An.Dom.  1480,  atquc  infuper  anno, 
Odava  Decimaque  die  cum  tenia  mentis 
Febr.  Laudes-Chrillo  cantentur  abunde. 

The  fcnfe  of  the  firft  lines  is  to  this  elFeft.  Whofoever  thou  art  that  defireft  to 
know  the  coafts  of  countries  muft  be  taught  by  this  draught,  what  Strabo,  Ptolemy, 
Pliny,  and  Ifidorus  affert,  though  not  agreeing  in  all  points.  Here  is  alio  fet  down 
the  formerly  unknown  torrid  zone,  now  known  to  many.  P'or  the  author  or  painter  ; 
the  fecond  verfes  implied  that  his  name  was  Bartholomew  Colon  of  the  red  earth  a 
Gonoefe,  publifhed  this  work  at  London,  anno  1480,  the  21ft  of  February.  Praife 
to  God. 

And  becaufe  it  may  be  obferved  that  he  fays,  "  Colon  of  the  red  earth  ;"  I  muft 
acquaint  the  reader,  that  I  have  feen  fome  fubfcriptions  of  the  admiral's  before  he  had 
that  title,  where  he  writ  Columbus  de  terra  rubra.  But  to  return  to  the  King  of 
England  :  I  fay,  that  he  having  feen  the  map,  and  what  the  admiral  offered  him, 
readily  accepted  of  it,  and  ordered  him  to  be  fent  for.  But  God  having  refcrved  it 
for  Caftile,  the  admiral  had  at  that  time  gone  his  voyage,  and  was  returned  with  fuccefs, 
as  ftiall  be  Ihewn  in  its  place. 

CHAP- 
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CHAP.  XII.  —  The  Admiral's  Departure  from  Portugal,  arid  the  Conferences  he  hact 
ivith  Their  Catholic  Majcflics,  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Ifabcl,  or  Elizabeth. 

I  WILL  now  forbear  relating  how  Bartholomew  Colon  proceeded  in  England,  and 
will  return  to  the  admiral,  who,  about  the  end  of  the  year  1484,  ftole  away  privately 
out  of  Portugal,  with  his  fon  James,  for  fear  of  being  flopped  by  the  King  ;  for  he 
being  fcnfible  how  faulty  they  were  whom  he  had  fent  with  the  caraval,  had  a  mind  to 
rcftore  the  admiral  to  his  favour,  and  defired  he  (hould  renew  the  difcourfe  of  his  enter- 
prize  ;  but  not  being  fo  diligent  to  put  this  in  execution  as  the  admiral  was  in  getting 
away,  he  loft  that  good  opportunity,  and  the  admiral  got  into  Caftile  to  try  his  fortune, 
which  was  there  to  favour  him.  Therefore  leaving  his  fon  in  a  monaftery  at  Palos, 
called  la  Rabida,  he  prefently  went  away  to  the  Catholic  King's  court,  which  was  then 
at  Cordova ;  where  being  affable  and  of  pleafant  converfation,  he  contracted  friendfliip 
with  fuch  perfons  as  he  found  moft  inclinable  to  his  undertaking,  and  fitteft  to  perfuade 
the  King  to  embrace  it ;  among  whom  wab  Lewis  de  Santangel,  an  Arragonian  gentle- 
man, clerk  of  the  allowances  in  the  King's  houfehold,  a^  man  of  great  prudence  and 
reputation.  But  becaufe  the  matter  required  to  be  handled  with  learning  rather  than 
empty  words  and  favour,  their  Highneffes  committed  it  to  prior  of  Prado,  afterwards 
archbifhop  of  Granada,  ordering  him,  together  with  fome  cofmographers,  to  take  full 
information  in  this  affair,  and  report  their  opinions  therein.  But  there  being  few 
cofmographers  at  that  time,  thofe  that  were  called  together  were  not  fo  Ikilful  as  they 
ought  to  be  ;  nor  would  the  admiral  fo  far  explain  himfelf  as  that  he  might  be  ferved 
as  he  had  been  in  Portugal,  and  be  deprived  of  his  reward.  For  this  reafon  the  aafwer 
they  gave  their  Highneffes  was  as  various  as  were  their  judgments  and  opinions.  For 
fome  faid,  that  fince  in  fo  many  thoufand  years  as  had  paffed  fmce  the  creation,  fo  many 
fkilful  failorshad  got  no  knowledge  of  fuch  countries,  it  was  not  likely  that  the  admiral 
fhould  know  more  than  all  that  were  then  or  had  been  before.  Others,  who  inclined 
more  to  cofmographical  reafon,  faid  the  world  was  fo  prodigious  great,  that  it  was 
incredible  three  years  fail  would  bring  him  to  the  end  of  the  eaft,  whither  he  de- 
figncd  his  voyage  ;  and  to  corroborate  their  opinion,  they  brought  the  authority  of 
Seneca,  who  in  one  of  his  works,  by  way  of  argument,  faid  that  many  wife  men  among 
them  difagreed  about  this  queflion,  whether  the  ocean  were  infinite,  and  doubted  whe- 
ther it  could  be  failed,  and  though  it  were  navigable,  whether  habitable  lands  would  be 
found  on  the  other  fide,  and  whether  they  could  be  gone  to.  They  added,  that  of  this 
lower  globe  of  earth  and  water,  only  a  fmall  compafs  wafe  inhabited,  wiiich  had  remained 
in  our  hemifpherc  above  water,  and  that  all  the  reft  was  fea  and  not  navigable,  but  only 
near  the  coafts  and  rivers.  And  that  wife  men  granted  it  was  poflible  to  fail  from  the 
coaft  of  Spain  to  the  farlheft  part  of  the  weft.  Others  of  them  argued  uhnoft  after 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Portuguefe  had  done  about  failing  to  Guinea,  faying,  that  if 
any  man  fliould  fail  ftraight  away  weftvvard,  as  the  admiral  propofed,  he  would  not  be 
able  to  return  into  Spain  becaufe  of  the  roundnefs  of  the  globe,  looking  upon  it  as  mofl 
certain,  that  whofoever  ffiould  go  out  of  the  hcmifphere  known  to  Ptolemy,  would  go 
down,  and  then  it  would  be  impoffible  to  return,  affirming  it  would  be  like  climbing 
a  hill,  which  fhips  could  not  do  with  the  lliffeft  gale.  Tliuugli  the  admiral  fufficicntly 
folvcd  all  thcfe  objedions,  yet  the  more  powerful  his  rcal'ons  were,  the  lefs  they  under- 
ftood  him  through  their  ignorance  ;  for  when  a  man  grows  old  upon  ill  principles  in 
mathematics,  he  cannot  conceive  the  true  becaufe  ot  the  falfe  notions  at  firft  imprinted 
in  his  mind.  In  ftiort,  all  of  them  holding  to  the  Spanifli  proverb,  which,  though  it 
be  coiUrary  to  reafon,  commonly  fays  dubitat  Augujlinus,  "  St.  xVugultin  qupllions  it ;" 

2  becaufe 
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becaufe  the  faid  Saint  in  his  twenty  firfl  book,  and  ninth  chapter, "  Of  the  city  of  God  " 
denies  and  looks  upon  it  as  impoflible  that  there  Ihoukl  be  antipodes,  or  any  goincr 
out  of  one  hemiiphere  into  the  other ;  and  further  urging  againft  the  admiral  thofe 
fables  that  are  current  about  the  five  zones,  and  other  untruths,  which  they  looked 
upon  as  mod  certainly  true,  they  refolved  to  give  judgment  againfl  the  enterprife, 
as  vain  and  impracticable  ;  and  that  it  became  not  the  llate  and  dignity  of  fuch  great 
Princes,  to  be  moved  upon  fuch  weak  information.  Therefore,  after  much  time  fpent 
upon  the  fubjed,  their  highnefles  anfwered  theadmiral,  that  they  were  then  taken  up  with 
many  other  wars  and  conquefts,  and  particularly  the  conqueft  of  Granada,  which 
they  had  then  in  hand,  and  therefore  could  not  conveniently  attend  that  new  under- 
taking, but  that  in  time  there  would  be  more  conveniency  to  examine  and  execute 
that  which  he  propofed.  And  to  conclude,  Their  Majelties  would  not  give  ear  to  the-, 
great  propofals  the  admiral  made. 

CHAP.  XIII.  —  How  the  Admiral,  not  agreeing  -with  the  King  of  Cajiile,  refolved  to  go 

elfewhere  to  offer  his  Service. 

WHILST  this  was  in  agitation,  their  catholic  majefties  had  not  been  always  fettled 
in  one  place,  becaufe  of  the  war  they  made  in  Granada,    for  which  reafon  it  was 
a  long  time  before  th;y  came  to  a  refolution  and  gave   their  anfwer.     The   admiral 
therefore  went   to   Sevil,  and   finding  their  highnefles  no  way  refolved  more  than  at 
firft,  he  concluded  to  give  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  an  account  of  his  projed.    But 
after  many  conferences,  feeing  there  was  no  likelihood  of  coming  to  fuch  conclufion 
as  he  wilhed  for  in  Spain,  and  that  the  execution  of  his  defign  was  too  much  delayed 
he  refolved  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  King  of  France,    to  whom  he  had  already  writ ; 
■  concerning  this  affair,  dtfigning,  if  he  were  not  admitted  there,  to  go  into  England 
next,  to  leek  out  his  brother,  of  whom  he  had  as  yet  no  manner  of  news.     Being  fo 
refolved  he  fet  out  for  the  monaftery  of  Rabida,  to  fend  his  fon  James,  whom  he  had 
left  there,  to  Cordova,  and  then  proceed  on  his  journey.     But  to  the  end  what  God 
had  decreed,  fliould  not  be  difappointed,  he  put  it  into  the  heart  of  F.  John  Perez, 
guardian  of  that  houfe,  to  contract  fuch  friendfhip  with  the  admiral,  and  be  fo  taken 
with  his  projed,  that  he  was  concerned  at  his  refolution,  and  for  the  lofs  Spain  would 
fuftain  by  his  departure.     Therefore  he  intreated  him  by  no  means  to  put  his  defign 
in  execution,  for  that  he  would  go  to  the  Queen,  of  whom  he  hoped,  that  he  being 
her  father  confeffor,  fhe  would  give  credit  to  what  he  fliould  fay  to  her.     Though  the 
admiral  was  quite  out  of  hopes  -ind  difgufted  to  fee  fo  little  refolution  and  judgment 
in  their  highnefles  counfcllors,  yet,  being  on  the  other  fide  very  defirous  that  Spain 
fhould  reap  the  benefit  of  his  undertakings,    he  complied  with  the  .father's  defires  and 
requefl:,  becaufe  he  now  looked  upon  himfelf  as  a  natural  born  Spaniard,    becaufe  he 
had  fo  long  refided  there  ;  whilfl  he  was  following  his  project,    and  becaufe  he  had 
got  children  there  ;   which   was  the  caufe  he  rejefted   the  offers  made  him   by  other 
Princes,  as  he  declares  in  a  letter  he   writ  to   their  highneffes   in  thefe  words,    "  that 
I  might  ferve  your  highneffes,  I  have  refufed  to  take  up  with  France,    England  and 
Portugal,  the  letters  from  which  Princes  your  highnefles  may  fee  in  the  hands  of 
dodor  ViUalan." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV.  —  How  the  Admiral  returned  to  the  Camp  before  Granada^  and  took 
his  Leave  of  Their  Catholic  Majejlies,  having  concluded  ?iothing  with  them. 

THE  admiral  departing  from  the  monafter}'^  of  Rabida  near  Pales,  together  with 
F.  John  Perez,  to  the  camp  of  S.  Faith,  where  their  catholic  majefties  then  were  to 
carry  on  the  fiege  of  Granada  ;  the  faid  father  further  informed  the  Oueen,  and  preffed 
the  bufinefs  fo  home,  that  her  majefty  was  pleafed  the  conferences  about  the  difcovery 
fliould  be  renewed.  But  the  opinions  of  the  prior  of  Prado  and  others  of  his  followers 
varying,  and  on  the  other  fide  Colon  demanding  to  be  made  admiral  and  viceroy, 
befides  other  matters  of  great  confequence  ;  it  was  thought  too  much  to  grant  him, 
becaufe  if  what  he  promifed  fucoeeded,  they  judged  his  demand  too  confiderable,  and 
in  cafe  it  did  not,  they  thought  it  a  folly  to  give  fuch  titles  ;  which  made  the  bufinefs 
come  to  nothing.  I  cannot  forbear  declaring  that  I  make  great  account  of  the  admiral's 
wifdom,  refolution  and  forefight,  for  he  being  fo  unfortunate  in  this  affair,  having 
fo  earnefl  a  defire,  as  I  have  faid  before,  to  remain  in  this  kingdom,  and  being 
reduced  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  he  ought  to  take  up  with  any  thing,  it  was  a  great- 
nefs  of  fpirit  in  him  not  to  accept  of  any  but  great  titles  and  honours,  demanding  fuch 
things  as  if  he  had  forefeen  and  been  more  certainly  affured  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  projeft, 
he  could  not  have  articled  better,  or  more  honourably  than  he  did ;  fo  that  at  lafl  they 
were  forced  to  grant,  that  he  fliould  be  admiral  on  the  ocean,  and  enjoy  all  the 
allowances,  privileges  and  prerogatives,  that  the  admirals  of  Caftile  and  Leon  had  in 
their  feveral  feas,  all  and  that  civil  employments,  as  well  of  government  as  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  in  all  the  iflands  and  continent  (hould  be  wholly  at  his  difpofal,  and 
that  all  governments  fhould  be  given  to  one  or  three  perfons  he  fliould  name ;  and 
that  he  fliould  appoint  judges  in  all  parts  of  Spain  trading  to  the  Indies,  who  fliould 
decide  all  matters  relating  to  thofe  parts.  As  for  profit  and  revenue,  he  demanded, 
over  and  above  the  falary  and  perquifites  of  the  aforefaid  employments  of  admiral, 
viceroy  and  governor,  the  tenth  of  all  that  was  bought,  bartered,  found,  or  got 
within  the  bounds  of  his  admiralfliip,  abating  only  the  charge  of  the  conquefl: ;  fo  that 
had  there  been  one  thoufand  ducats  in  an  ifland,  one  hundred  were  to  be  his.  And 
becaufe  his  adverfaries  faid  he  ventured  nothing  in  that  undertaking,  but  had  the 
<:ommand  of  a  fleet  as  long  as  it  lafted,  he  demanded  the  eighth  part  of  what  he  fliould 
bring  home  in  his  fleet,  and  he  would  be  the  eighth  part  of  the  expence.  Thefe 
being  matters  of  fuch  confequence,  and  their  highnefles  refufing  to  grant  them, 
the  admiral  took  leave  of  his  friends,  and  went  away  towards  Cordova,  to  take  order 
for  his  journey  into  France,  for  he  was  rcfolvcd  not  to  return  to  Portugal,  though 
the  King  had  writ  to  him,  as  fliall  be  faid. 

CHAP.  XV.  —  How  Their  Catholic  Majcjliesfcnt  after  the  Admiral,  and  granted  him  all 

he  demanded. 

IT  was  now  the  month  of  January  in  the  year  1492,  when  the  admiral  departed 
from  the  camp  of  St.  Faith,  and  that  fame  day  Lewis  de  Santangel  before  mentioned, 
who  did  not  approve  of  his  going  away,  but  very  defirous  to  prevent  it ;  went  to  the 
<<)uecn,  and  ufing  fuch  words  as  his  inclination  fuggcfted,  to  perfuade  and  reprove 
her  at  once,  laid,  he  wondered  to  fee  that  her  highnefs,  who  had  always  a  great  foul 
for  all  matters  of  moment  and  confequence,  fliould  now  want  the  heart  to  venture 
upon  an  undertaking,    where  fo  little  was  ventured,   and  which  might  redound  {o 

much 
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Biuch  to  the  glory  of  God  and  propagation  of  tlie  faith,    not  without  great  benefit 
and  honour  to  her   kingdoms   and  dominions  ;    and  fuch  in  fhort,  that  if  any  other 
Prince  fhould  undertake  it,  as  the  admiral  offered,  the  damage  that  would  accrue  to 
her  crown  was  very  vifible,  and  that  then  flie  would  with  juft  canfe  be  much  blamed 
by  her  friends  and  fervants,  and  reproached   by  her  enemies,    and  all  people  would 
fay,  (lie  had  well  dc-ferved  that  misfortune  ;  and  though  fhe  herfelf  fliould  never  have 
caufe  to  repent  it,  yet  her  fucceflbrs  would  certainly  feel  the  fmart  of  it.     Therefore, 
fince  the  matter  feemed  to  be  grounded  upon  reafon,  and  the  admiral  who  propofed  it 
was  a  man  of  fenfe  and  wifdom,  and  demanded  no  other  reward  but  what  he  fl)ouId 
find,  being  willing  to   bear  part  of  the  charge,    befides  venturing  his  own  perfon ; 
her  highnefs  ought  not  to  look  upon  it  as  fuch  iin  impoffibility  as  thofe  fcholars  made 
it,  and  that  what  they  faid  that  it  would  be  a  refleftion  on  her  if  the  enterprife  did 
not  fucceed,  as  the  admiral  propofed,  was  a  folly,    and,  he  was  of  a  quite  contrary 
opinion,  rather  believing  they  would  be  looked  upon  as  generous  and   mao-nanimous 
Princes,  for  attempting  to  difcover  the  fecrets   and  wonders  of  the  world,    as  other 
nionarchs  had  done,  and  it  had  redounded  to  their  honour.     But   though   the  event 
were  never  fo  uncertain,  yet  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  would  be  well  employed  in 
clearing  fuch  a  doubt.     Befides  that,  the  admiral  only  demanded  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  crowns  to  fit  the  fleet,  and  therefore  fhe  ought  not  to  defpife  that  under- 
taking, that  it  might  not  be  faid  it  was  the  fear  of  fpending  fo  fmall  a  fum  that  kept 
her  back.     The  Ouecn  knowing  the  fincerity  of  Santangel's  words,  anfwered,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  good  advice,  and  fiiying,  flie  was   willing   to  admit   of  the  propofals, 
upon  condition  the  execution  were  refpited,  till  fhe  had  a  little  breathing  after  the  war. 
And  yet  if  he  were  of  another  opinion,  flie  was  content  that  as  much  money  as  was 
requifite  for  fitting  out  the  fleet,  Ihould  be  borrowed  upon  her  jewels.     But  Santangel 
feeing  the  Queen  had  upon  hi«  advice  condefcended  to  what  fhe  had  refufed  to  all  other 
perfons,  replied,  there  was  no  need   of  pawning   her  jewels,    for  he   would  do  her 
highnefs  that  finall  fervice  as  to  lend  his  money.      Upon  this  refolution  the  Queen 
immediately  fent  an  officer  poll,  to  bring  the  admiral  back,  who  found  him  upon  the 
bridge  of  Pinos,  two  leagues  from  Granada  ;  and  though  the  admiral  was  much  con- 
cerned at  the  difficulties  and  delays  he  had  met  within  his  enterprife,  yet  underftanding 
the  Queen's  will  and  refolution,  he  returned  to  the  camp  of  St.  Faith,  where  he  was 
well  entertained  by  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  and  his  difpatch  and  articles  committed 
to  thefecretary  John  Coloma,  who  by  their  highneffes' command  and  under  their  hand 
and  feal,  granted  him  all  the  articles  and  claufes  we  faid  above  he  had  demanded, 
without  altering  or  diminifhing  any  thing  in  them. 

CHAP.  XVI.  —  Hoiu  the  Admiral  fitted  out  three  Caravals  tt  go  upon  his  Difcovery. 

THE  aforefaid  articles  being  granted  by  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  he  fet  out  from 
Granada  on  the  twelfth  of  May  this  year  1492,  for  Palos,  the  port  where  he  was  to 
fit  out  his  fhips,  that  town  being  obliged  to  ferve  their  highneffes  three  months  with 
two  caravals,  which  they  ordered  fliould  be  given  to  the  admiral.  Thefe  and  another 
fhip  he  fitted  out  with  all  care  and  diligence.  The  fhip  he  went  in  was  called  the  St. 
Mary,  another  was  La  Pinta,  whereof  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon  was  captain,  and 
Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  brother  to  Alonzo,  both  of  the  town  of  Palos,  of  the  third 
which  was  called  La  Nina,  and  had  fquare  fails.  They  being  furniflied  with  all 
neceflaries,  and  ninety  men,  fet  fail  diredly  towards  the  Canaries  on  the  third  of 
Auguft,  and  from  that  time  forwards,  the  admiral  was  very  careful  to  keep  an  exaft 
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journal  of  all  that  happened  to  him  during  the  voyage,  fpecifying  what  wind  blew, 
how  far  he  failed  with  every  wind  ;  what  currents  he  found,  and  what  he  faw  by  the 
way,  whether  birds,  or  fifhes,  or  other  things,  which  he  always  did  in  four  voyages 
he  made  from  Spain  to  the  Indies.  I  will  not  write  all  thofe  particulars  ;  for  though 
to  give  an  account  of  his  voyage,  and  to  fhew  what  impreflions  and  effects  anfwered 
the  courfe  and  afpeds  of  the  (tars,  and  to  relate  what  difference  there  is  between  that 
and  our  fea  and  our  countries,  would  be  now  very  beneficial ;  yet  I  do  not  think  all 
thofe  particulars  would  now  be  pleafing  to  the  reader,  whom  fuch  long  and  fuper- 
fiuous  relations  mult  tire.  Therefore  I  fliall  only  difcourfe  of  thofe  things  I  Ihall  think 
neceflary  and  convenient. 

CHAP.  XVII.  —  Tl)e  Admiral  arrived  i:it  iht:  Canary  I/lands,  and  there furnijhed  himfelf 

completely  ivith  all  he  "wanted. 

THE  next  day  after  the  admiral's  departure  for  the  Canary  iflands,  being 
Saturday  the  fourth  of  Augufl,  the  rudder  of  one  of  the  caravals  called  La  Pinta, 
broke  loofe,  and  being  therefore  forced  to  lie  by,  the  admiral  foon  came  by  her 
fide,  but  the  weather  blowing  hard,  could  give  no  afliflance,  yet  commanders  at  fea 
are  obliged  fo  to  do,  to  encourage  thofe  that  are  in  diftrefs.  This  he  did  the  more 
readily,  as  mifdoubtijsg  this  had  happened  by  the  contrivance  of  the  mafter,  to  avoid 
going  the  voyage,  as  he  attempted  to  do  before  they  fet  out.  Pinzon  the  captain, 
being  an  able  feaman,  foon  repaired  that  fault  with  the  help  of  fome  ropes,  fo  that 
they  were  able  to  continue  their  voyage,  till  on  Tuefday  following,  the  weather 
being  rough,  the  ropes  broke,  and  they  were  forced  again  to  lie  by  to  mend  what 
had  given  way.  From  which  misfortune  of  breaking  of  the  rudder  twice,  any  body 
that  had  been  fuperlb'tious,  might  have  foreboded  its  future  difobedience  to  the 
admiral,  when  through  the  malice  of  Pinzon,  it  twice  got  away  from  him,  as  fliall 
be  mentioned  hereafter. 

To  return  to  what  we  have  in  hand,  they  apply  the  beft  remedy  they  could 
for  the  prefent,  that  they  might  at  leaft  reach  the  Canary  iflands,  which  all  three 
ftiips  difcovercd  on  Thurfday  the  ninth  of  Auguft  about  break  of  day,  but  the  wind 
being  contrary,  they  could  not  come  to  an  anchor  at  Gran  Canaria,  though  very 
near  it,  that  day  nor  the  two  following.  Here  the  admiral  left  Pinzon,  that  going 
afhore  he  might  endeavour  to  get  another  (hip ;  and  he  to  the  fame  purpofe  went 
away  to  the  ifland  Gomera,  with  the  caraval  called  La  Nina,  that  if  they  failed  of  a 
veffel  in  one  ifland,  they  might  find  it  in  the  other.  Thus  he  came  to  Gomera  on  the 
Sunday  following,  being  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft,  and  fent  his  boat  afhore,  which 
returned  in  the  morning,  with  the  news  that  there  was  never  a  veflel  in  the  ifland  at 
that  time,  but  that  they  hourly  expelled  the  lady  Beatrix  de  Bobadilla,  proprietrefs 
of  that  fame  ifland,  who  was  then  at  Gran  Canaria,  and  had  hii-ed  a  veftel  of  forty 
fun,  belonging  to  one  Gradenna  of  Sevile,  which  being  fit  for  the  voyage  he  defigned, 
he  might  have  taken.  Therefore  the  admiral  refolved  to  expeft  him  in  that  port, 
believing  that  if  Pinzon  had  not  been  able  to  repair  his  own  vefl"el,  he  might  himfelf 
have  got  another  at  Gomera.  Having  ftayed  there  the  two  following  days,  and  the 
veffel  above  mentioned  not  appearing,  he  fent  a  man  aboard  a  bark  that  was  bound 
from  Gomera  to  Gran  Canaria,  to  acquaint  Pinzon  where  he  lay,  and  aflift  him  in 
fixing  his  rudder,  writing  to  him  that  he  did  not  go  himfelf  to  aflifl  him,  becaufe  that 
veflfel  could  not  fail.  But  it  being  long  after  the  departure  of  that  bark,  before  the 
admiral  received  any  anfwer ;  he  refolved  on  flie  twenty  third  of  Auguft  to  return 
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with  his  two  veflels  to  Gran  Canaria,  and  failing  the  next  day,  met  in  the  way  the 
aforementioned  bark,  which  was  not  yet  arrived  at  Gran  Canaria,  by  reafon  of  the 
contrary  winds.  Having  taken  out  the  man  he  had  fent  aboard  the  baric,  tliat  night 
he  failed  clofe  by  Tenerife,  where  they  faw  flames  gufh  out  of  the  high  rock  com- 
monly called  the  Peake,  or  rather  VA  Pico,  which  his  men  admiring  at,  he  told  them 
the  occafion  of  that  fire,  proving  what  he  faid  by  the  example  of  Mount  ^tna  in 
Sicily,  and  of  many  others  like  it.  Leaving  that  illand  they  arrived  at  Gran  Canaria 
upon  Saturday  the  twenty  fifth,  whither  Pinzon  with  much  difficulty  was  got  in  but 
the  day  before.  By  him  he  was  informed  that  the  lady  Beatrix  was  failed  the  Monday 
before,  with  that  veffel  he  took  fuch  pains  to  get,  and  the  others  being  much  troubled 
at  it,  he  made  the  befl  of  whatever  happened  ;  affirming,  that  fince  it  did  not  pleafe 
God  he  fhould  meet  with  that  veflel,  it  was  perhaps  becaufe  in  finding  it,  he  would  at  the 
fame  time  have  met  with  fome  obftacle  or  oppofition  in  preffing  of  it,  and  have  loft 
time  in  (hipping  and  unfliipping  the  goods,  which  would  be  a  hindrance  to  his  voyage  : 
for  this  reafon,  fearing  if  he  returned  to  feek  it  at  Gomera,  he  might  mifs  of  it  by  the 
way  ;  he  refolved  to  repair  his  caraval  the  beft  he  could  at  Gran  Canaria,  making  a 
new  rudder,  ftie  having  loft  hers,  and  to  change  the  fails  of  the  other  caraval  called 
La  Nina,  which  were  fquare,  to  round,  that  Ihe  might  follow  the  other  ftiips  with 
lefs  danger  and  agitation. 

CHAP.  XVin.  —  How  the  Admiral fct  fail  from  ihe  Jfland  of  Gran  Canaria  upon  his  Dif 
co-very,  and  what  happened  to  him  on  the  Ocean. 

WHEN  the  fhips  were  refitted  and  in  order  to  fail  on  Friday,  (this  by  what  follows 
ought  to  be  Saturday)  the  firft  of  September  ;  in  the  afternoon  the  admiral  weighed 
anchor,  and  departed  from  Gran  Canaria,  arriving  the  next  day  at  Gomera,  where 
four  days  more  were  fpent  in  laying  in  provifions,  wood  and  water  ;  fo  that  next 
Thurfday  intfte  morning  which  was  on  the  fixth  of  September  1482,  which  may  be 
accounted  the  firft  fetting  out  upon  the  voyage  on  the  ocean,  the  admiral  departed 
from  Gomera,  and  ftood  away  to  the  weftward,  but  made  but  little  way  by  reafon  of 
the  calm.  On  Sunday  about  day,  he  found  himfelf  nine  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland 
Ferro,  where  they  loft  fight  of  land,  and  many  fearing  it  would  be  long  before 
they  ftiould  fee  it  again,  fighed  and  wept,  but  the  admiral,  after  comforting  them  all 
with  great  promifes  of  lands,  and  wealth  to  raife  their  hopes,  and  Icflen  the  fear  they 
had  conceived  of  the  length  of  the  way,  though  they  failed  eighteen  leagues  that  day, 
"he  pretended  by  his  computation  it  was  but  fifteen,  refolving  all  the  voyage  to  keep 
fhort  In  his  reckoning,  that  his  men  might  not  think  themfelves  fo  far  from  Spain  as 
they  were,  if  he  fliould  truly  fet  down  the  way  he  made,  which  yet  he  privately  marked 
down.  Continuing  thus  his  voyage,  on  Wednefday  the  twelfth  of  September,  about 
fim-fetting,  being  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  Ferro,  he  dif- 
covered  a  large  body  of  the  maft  of  a  tree  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  ton,  which  feemed 
to  have  been  a  long  time  upon  the  water.  There  and  fomewhat  further  the  current  fet 
ftrong  towards  the  north-eaft  ;  but  when  he  had  run  fifty  leagues  farther  weftward,  on 
the  thirteenth  of  September,  he  found  that  at  night  fall  the  needle  varied  half  a  point 
towards  the  north-eaft,  and  at  break  of  day,  half  a  point  more,  by  which  he  underftood 
that  the  needle  did  not  point  at  the  north  ftar,  but  at  fome  other  fixed  and  vifible  point. 
This  variation  no  man  had  obferved  before,  and  therefore  he  had  occafion  to  be  furprifed 
at  it ;  but  he  was  more  amazed  the  third  day  after,  [when  he  was  almoft  one  hundred 
leagues  further  ;  for  at  night  the  needles  varied  about  a  point  to  the  north-eaft,  and  in  the 
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morning  they  pointed  vipon  the  ftar.  On  Saturday  the  fifteenth  of  September,  being 
ahnofl  three  hundred  leagscs  weft  of  Ferro,  at  night  they  faw  a  wonderful  flafli  of 
light  fall  from  the  (ky  into  the  fea,  about  four  or  five  leagues  diftance  from  the  fliips 
towards  the  fouth-weft,  though  the  weather  was  then  fair,  like  April,  the  wind  favour- 
able at  norih-eaft,  the  fea  ftill,  and  the  current  fetting  north-eaft.  The  men  aboard 
the  caraval,  called  La  Nina,  told  the  admiral,  they  had  the  Friday  before  feen  a  heron 
and  another  fort  of  bird,  which  the  Spaniards  call  rabo  de  junco,  which  they  were 
amazed  at,  thofe  being  the  firlf  birds  they  had  feen  :  but  they  were  more  furprifed 
the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  at  the  great  abundance  of  weeds  between  green  and 
yellow,  that  appeared  upon  the  water,  which  feemed  to  be  newly  wafhed  away  from 
fome  iiland  or  rock.  They  faw  enough  of  thefe  weeds  the  next  day,  which  made 
many  affirm  they  were  already  near  land,  efpecially  becaufe  they  faw  a  fmall  lobfter 
alive  among  thofe  weeds,  which  they  faid  fomewhat  refembled  the  herb  ftar-wort, 
but  that  the  ftalk  and  branches  were  long,  and  it  was  all  full  of  fmall  feeds.  After- 
wards they  obferved  that  the  fea  water  was  but  half  as  fait  as  before ;  befides,  that 
night  abundance  of  tunny  fifhes  followed  them,  running  along,  and  flicking  fo  clofe 
to  them,  that  thofe  aboard  the  caraval  Nina,  killed  one  with  a  bearded  iron.  Being 
now  three  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  weft  of  Ferro,  they  faw  another  of  thofe  birds 
the  Spaniards  call  rabo  de  junco,  becaufe  of  a  long  feather  their  tail  confifts  of, 
and  in  Spanifli,  rabo  fignifies  a  tail,  as  junco  is  a  rufli,  fo  that  rabo  de  junco  imports 
rufh  tail.  On  Tuefday  following,  being  the  eighteenth  of  September,  Martin  Alonzo 
Pinzon,  who  was  gone  a-head  with  the  caraval  called  Pinta,  which  was  an  excellent 
failer,  lay  by  for  the  admiral,  and  told  him  he  had  feen  a  great  number  of  bii-ds  fly 
away  weflward,  for  which  reafon  he  hoped  to  find  land  that  night,  and  he  thought  he 
faw  the  land  to  the  northward,  fifteen  leagues  diftant ;  that  day  about  fun-fetting, 
looking  very  dark  and  cloudy.  But  the  admiral  knowing  for  certain  it  was  no  land, 
he  would  hot  lofe  time  to  difcover  it,  as  all  his  men  would  have  had  him  ;  forafmuch 
as  he  was  not  yet  come  to  the  place  where  he  expefted  by  his  compunition  to  find 
land,  therefore  they  took  in  their  top  fails  at  night,  becaufe  the  wind  frefhened, 
having  for  eleven  days  never  abated  one  handful  of  fail,  going  ilill  before  the  wind 
weftward. 

CHAP.  XIX.  —  Ihia  all  the  Men  carefully  obferved  what  Sig)u  they  difcovercd,  being 

eager  to  df cover  hand. 

ALL  the  men  aboard  the  fhips  being  unacquainted  with  that  voyage,  and  fearful 
of  the  danger  becaufe  far  from  any  relief,  there  were  fome  that  began  to  mutter, 
and  feeing  nothing  but  fky  and  water,  carefully  obferved  every  thing  that  appeared, 
at  greater  diftance  from  land  than  any  had  been  before.  For  which  reafon  I  will 
relate  all  they  made  any  account  of,  and  this  only  in  the  firft  voyage ;  for  I  fliall  not 
mention  IclTer  tokens  generally  feen  upon  fuch  occafions.  On  the  19th  of  September, 
in  the  morning,  a  fowl  called  Alcatr.i.z,  which  is  a  fort  of  fea-gull,  fiew  over  the 
admiral's  fhip,  and  others  in  the  afternoon,  which  made  him  conceive  hope  of  land, 
he  imagining  they  would  not  ffy  very  far  from  it.  Upon  thefe  hopes,  as  foon  as  the 
wind  abated,  they  founded  witii  two  hundred  fathom  of  line ;  and  though  they  found 
no  bottom,  they  perceived  the  current  now  fet  fouth-weft.  On  Thurfday,  the  22d, 
,  two  hours  before  noon,  two  alcatrazes  came  to  the  fhip,  and  another  fome  time  after ; 
befides,  they  took  a  bird  like  a  heron,  but  that  it  was  black,  and  hail  a  white  tuft  oh 
the  head,  the  feet  like  a  cluck,  as  commonly  water-fowls  have  ;  they  alfo  caught  a  little 
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fifh,  and  faw  abundance  of  weeds ;  and  about  evening  there  came  aboard  tliree  land- 
fowls  fniging,  but  at  break  of  day  they  flew  away,  v/hich  was  Ibme  comfort  to  them  j 
confidering  that  the  otiier  fowls  being  large,  and  ufed  to  the  water,  might  better  go 
far  from  land,  but  that  thefe  little  ones  could  not  come  from  any  far  diftant  country. 
Three  hours  after  they  faw  another  alcatraz,  that  came  from  the  wefl-north-weft,  and 
the  next  day  afternoon  they  faw  another  rabo  de  junco  and  an  alcatraz,  and  there 
appeared  more  weeds  than  before,  towards  the  north,  as  far  as  they  could  lee  ;  which 
thin^  fometimes  were  a  comfort  to  them,  believing  they  might  come  from  fome  near 
land,  and  fometimes  they  caufed  dread,  becaufe  they  were  fo  thick  that  in  fome 
meafure  they  flayed  the  lliips,  and  fear  making  things  worfe  than  they  are,  they 
apprehended  that  might  befall  them  which  is  fabuloufly  reported  of  St.  Amaro  in  the 
frozen  fea,  who  is  faid  not  to  fuffer  fliips  to  ftir  backwards  or  forwards,  and  therefore 
they  fleered  away  from  thofe  fhoals  of  weeds,  as  much  as  they  could.  B.ut  to  return 
to  the  tokens  :  the  next  day  they  faw  a  whale,  and  on  Saturday  following,  being  the 
2-2d  of  September,  fome  fmall  birds  ;  and  the  wind  thofe  days  blew  at  fouth-wefl,  fome- 
times more  and  fometimes  lefs  weft,  which,  though  contrary  to  their  voyage,  the  admiral 
faid  he  looked  upon  as  very  good,  and  a  help  to  them  ;  becaufe  the  men  continually  mut- 
tering, among  other  things  that  increafed  their  fear,  faid  this  was  one;  that  fince  the  wind 
was  always  right  a-ftern,  they  fhould  never  in  thofe  feas  have  a  gale  to  carry  them  back  ; 
and  though  fometimes  they  found  the  contrary,  they  alleged  that  it  was  no  fettled 
wind,  and  that  not  being  flrong  enough  to  fwell  the  fea,  it  would  never  carry  them 
back  fo  far  as  they  had  to  fail.  Whatfoever  the  admiral  could  fay,  telling  them  that 
the  reafon  was  the  lands  being  now  near,  which  did  not  fuffer  the  waves  to  rife,  and 
ufmg  the  beft  argument  he  could,  yet  he  afHrms  he  flood  in  need  of  God's  particular 
affiflance,  as  Mofes  did  when  he  led  the  Ifraelites  out  of  Egypt,  who  forbore  laying 
violent  hands  upon  him,  becaufe  of  the  prodigies  God  wrought  by  his  means.  So, 
faid  the  admiral  it  happened  to  him  in  that  voyage ;  for  upon  Sunday  following,  the 
wind  llarted  up  at  wefl-north-weft,  with  a  rolling  fea  as  the  men  wilhed ;  and  three 
hours  before  noon  they  faw  a  turtle  fly  over  the  fhip,  and  about  evening  an  alcatraz, 
a  river  fowl,  and  other  white  birds,  and  fome  crabs  among  the  weeds  ;  and  the  next 
day  they  fpied  another  alcatraz,  and  feveral  fmall  birds  that  came  from  the  weft,  and 
fmall  filhes,  whereof  the  men  of  the  other  veifels  iluck  fome  with  harping  irons, 
becaufe  they  would  not  bite  at  the  hook. 

CHAP.  XX.  — How  the  Men  mutinied  to  turn  back,  and  feeing  other  Signs  and  Tokens 

of  Land,  went  on  well  enough  fatisfed: 

THE  more  the  aforcfaid  tokens  were  found  vain,  the  more  they  took  occafion  to  ap- 
prehend and  mutter;  caballing  together,  and  faying  the  admiral,  out  of  a  foohfh  fancy 
of  his  own,  had  defigned  to  make  himfelf  a  great  lord  at  the  expence  of  their  lives 
and  danger ;  and  fince  they  had  done  their  duty  in  trying  their  fortune,  and  had  gone 
farther  from  land  and  any  fuccour  than  any  others  had  done,  they  ought  not  to  deflroy 
themfelves,  nor  proceed  in  that  voyage,  fince  if  they  did,  they  fhould  have  caufe  to  re- 
pent ;  for  provifions  would  fall  fhort,  and  the  fhips  fail,  which  they  knew  were  already 
fo  faulty,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  get  back  fo  far  as  they  were  gone,  and  that  none 
would  condemn  them  for  fo  (?oing,  but  they  would  rather  be  looked  upon  as  very 
brave  men  for  going  upon  fuch  a  defign  and  venturing  fo  far ;  and  that  the  admiral 
being  a  foreigner,  and  having  no  favour  at  court,  and  fo  many  wife  and  learned  men 

having 
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having  condemned  his  opinion,  there  would  be  nobody  now  to  favour  and  defend  him, 
and  they  {hould  fooner  find  credit,  if  they  accufed  him  of  ignorance  and  mifmanagement, 
than  he,  whatfoever  he  could  fay  for  himfelf.  Nor  did  there  want  fome  who  faid,  that  to 
end  all  difpute,  in  cafe  he  would  not  acquiefce  to  them,  they  might  make  fliort  and  throw 
him  overboard,  and  give  out,  that  as  he  was  making  his  obfervations  he  dropped  into 
the  fea ;  and  no  man  would  go  about  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  it,  which  was  the 
readiefl:  way  for  them  to  return  home  and  lecure  themfelves.  Thus  they  went  on 
from  day  to  day,  muttering,  complaining,  and  confulting  together  :  nor  was  the  ad- 
miral without  apprehenfions  of  their  inconftancy,  and  ill  intentions  towards  him. 
Therefore  fometimes  with  good  words,  and  fometimes  with  a  full  refolution  to  expofe 
his  life  ;  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  punifliment  due  to  them  if  they  obftrudled  the 
voyage,  he  in  fome  meafure  quelled  their  apprehenfions,  and  fuppreiled  their  ill 
defigns.  To  confirm  the  hope  he  gave  them,  he  put  them  in  mind  of  the  aforefaid 
figns  and  tokens,  affuring  them  they  would  foou  find  land  ;  which  figns  they  were 
fo  attentive  to,  that  they  thought  every  hour  a  year  till  they  faw  land.  On  Tuefday 
the  25th  of  September,  about  fun-fetting,  as  the  admiral  was  difcourfing  with  Pinzon, 
whofe  Ihip  was  very  near,  the  faid  Pinzon  on  a  fudden  cried  out,  "  Land,  land,  fir! 
Let  not  my  good  news  mifcarry ;"  and  Ihewed  him  towards  the  fouth-wefl  a  bulk 
which  looked  very  like  an  ifland,  about  twenty. five  leagues  from  the  (hips.  This 
was  fo  pleafing  to  the  men,  that  they  returned  thanks  to  God ;  and  the  admiral,  who 
had  given  no  credit  to  thefe  words,  to  pleafe  the  men,  and  that  they  fhould  not  ob- 
ftruft  his  voyage,  flood  that  way  a  great  part  of  the  night.  Next  morning  they  per- 
ceived that  what  they  had  feen  were  only  clouds,  which  often  look  like  land  ;  for 
which  reafon,  to  the  great  diflatisfaftion  of  mod  of  the  failors,  they  turned  the  (terns 
of  their  fliips  weftward,  as  they  had  always  done,  except  when  the  wind  hindered. 
Continuing  ftill  attentive  to  the  figns,  they  faw  an  alcatraz,  a  rabo  dejunco,  and 
other  birds  like  thofe  above  mentioned.  On  Thurfday  the  27th  of  September,  in  the 
morning,  they  faw  another  alcatraz  coming  from  the  weft,  and  failing  eaftward,  and 
abundance  of  fifties  with  gilt  backs  appeared,  whereof  they  ftruck  one  with  a  harping- 
iron.  A  rabo  de  junco  flew  by  them,  and  they  found  that  the  currents  for  thofe 
laft  days  were  not  fo  regularly  fixed  as  they  ufed  to  be  before,  but  turned  with  the 
tide,  and  there  were  not  fo  many  weeds  as  before.  On  Friday  following,  all  the  fliips 
took  fome  fifties  with  gilt  backs,  and  on  Saturday  they  faw  a  rabo  de  junco,  which 
though  it  be  a  fea-fowl  does  not  reft  on  it,  but  flies  always  in  the  air,  purfuing  the 
alcatrazes,  till  it  makes  them  drop  their  excrement  for  fear,  which  it  catches  in  the 
air  for  its  nourifliment ;  and  thus  it  maintains  itfelf  on  the  fea ;  and  it  is  reported 
there  are  many  of  them  about  the  iflands  of  Cabo  Verde.  Soon  after  they  faw  two 
other  alcatrazes,  and  abundance  of  flying  fiflies,  which  are  about  a  fpan  long,  and 
have  two  little  wings  like  a  bat ;  they  fly  about  a  pike  high  from  the  water,  and  a 
mufkct-lhot  in  length,  more  or  lefs,  and  fometimes  they  drop  upon  the  ftiips.  After 
noon  they  faw  abundance  of  weeds  lying  in  length  north  and  fouth,  as  they  had  done 
before,  befides  three  alcatrazes  and  a  rabo  de  junco  that  purfued  them. 

On  Sunday  morning  four  rabo  de  juncoes  came  to  the  ftiip,  by  reafon  of  whofe 
coming  fo  together,  it  was  thought  the  land  was  nearer,  efpecially  becaufe  foon  after 
there  flew  by  four  alcatrazes,  and  abundance  of  weeds  were  feen  in  a  line  lying  weft- 
north-weft  and  eaft-fouth-eaft,  and  aifo  a  great  number  of  thofe  fiihes  they  call 
emperadores,  which  have  a  very  hard  ikin,  and  are  not  fit  to  eat.  How  much  foever 
the  admiral  regarded  thefe  tokens,  yet  he  never  forgot  thofe  in  the  heaven,  and  the 
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courfe  of  the  ftars.  He  therefore  obfcl-ved  in  this  place,  to  his  great  admiration, 
that  the  Charles-wain  at  night  appeared  in  the  weft  point,  and  in  the  morning  they  were 
direftly  north-eaft,  by  which  he  gathered  that  their  whole  night's  courfe  was  but  three 
lines,  or  nine  hours,  that  is,  fo  many  parts  of  twenty-four ;  and  this  he  made  out  every 
night.  He  alfo  perceived,  that  at  night-fall  the  compafs  varied  a  whole  point  to  the 
north-weft,  and  at  break  of  day  it  came  right  with  the  ftar.  Thefe  things  confounded 
the  pilots,  till  he  told  them  the  caufe  of  it  was  the  compafs  the  ftar  took  about 
the  pole,  which  was  fome  fatisfadlion  to  them  ;  for  this  variation  n-.acle  them  ap- 
prehend fome  danger  in  fuch  an  unknown  diftance  from  home,  and  fuch  ftrange 
r^ions. 

CHAP.  XXI.  —  Hozu  they  fain  7wt  only  the  aforementioned  Signs  and  Tokens,  but  others 
better  than  they,  which  were  fome  Comfort  to  the  Men. 

ON  Monday  the  ift  of  October,  after  fun-rifing,  an  alcatraz  came  to  the  fhip,  and 
two  more  about  ten  in  the  morning,  and  long  llreams  of  weeds  lay  from  eaft  to  weft. 
That  day  in  the  morning,  the  pilot  of  the  admiral's  ftiip  faid  they  were  five  hundred 
and  feventy-eight  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  Ferro :  the  admiral  faid,  by  his  account, 
they  were  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  leagues ;  but  in  private  he  concluded  it  was 
feven  hundred  and  feyen,  which  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  leagues  more  than 
the  pilot  reckoned.  The  other  two  ftiips  differed  very  much  in  their  computation,  for 
the  pilot  of  the  caraval  Ninna  on  Wednefday  following,  afternoon,  faid  they  had  failed 
five  hundred  and  forty  leagues,  and  the  other  of  the  caraval  Pinta  faid  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-four.  Adding  all  they  had  failed  during  thofe  three  days,  they  were  ftill 
much  fhort  of  truth  ;  for  they  went  always  before  the  wind,  and  had  run  much  more. 
But  the  admiral,  as  has  been  faid,  winked  at  this  grofs  miftake,  that  the  men  might 
not  be  quite  dejeCled,  being  fo  far  from  home.  The  next  day,  being  the  ad  of 
Odober,  they  faw  abundance  of  fifti,  catched  a  fmali  tunny,  and  faw  a  white  bird, 
and  many  other  fmallones,  and  the  weeds  they  faw  were  withered  and  almoft  fallen  to 
powder.  The  next  day  after,  feeing  no  birds,  but  fome  fifti,  they  miftrufted  they  had 
left  fome  iflands  on  both  hands,  and  were  flipped  between  without  difcovering  them  ; 
gueffmg  that  thofe  many  birds  they  had  feen  were  pafling  from  one  ifland  to  another. 
They  were  very  earneft  to  fteer  either  one  way  or  the  other,  to  feek  out  thofe  lands 
they  imagined ;  but  the  admiral  would  not  confent,  being  unwilling  to  lofe  the  fair 
wind  that  carried  him  away  to  weftward,  which  he  accounted  his  fureft  courfe ;  and 
befides,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was  leflening  the  reputation  of  his  undertaking,  to  run  from 
one  place  to  another,  feeking  that  which  he  always  affirmed  he  well  knew  where  to  find. 
For  this  reafon  the  men  were  ready  to  mutiny,  continuing  to  mutter  and  confpire 
againft  him  :  but  it  pleafed  God,  as  was  faid  above,  to  aflift  him  by  the  means  of  frefh 
tokens ;  for  on  Thurfday,  the  4th  of  Odober,  afternoon,  above  forty  fparrows  together, 
and  two  alcatrazes,  flew  fo  near  the  fhips  that  a  feaman  killed  one  of  them  with  a  ftone ; 
and  before  this  they  had  feen  another  bird  like  a  rabo  de  junco,  and  another  like  a 
fwallow,  and  a  great  many  flying-fiflies  fell  into  the  fliips.  Next  day  there  came  a 
rabo  de  junco  and  an  alcatraz  from  the  weftward,  and  abundance  of  fparrows  were 
feen.  On  Sunday  the  7th  of  Odober,  about  fun-rifing,  fome  figns  of  land 
appeared  weftward,  but  being  imperfed,  no  man  would  fpeak  of  it,  not  fo  much  for 
the  ftiame  that  would  follow  of  afferting  what  was  not,  as  for  fear  of  lofing  thirty 
crowns  a  year.  Their  Catholic  Majefties  had  promifed  for  life,  to  him  that  fhould  firlt 
difcover  land ;  and  to  prevent  their  crying  land,  land,  at  every  turn,    as  they  might 
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do  without  caufc,  at  every  turn,  out  of  covetoufnefs  of  that  allowance,  it  was  ordered 
that  whofoever  faid  he  faw  land,  if  it  were  not  made  out  in  three  days  after,  Ihould 
lofe  the  reward,  though  afterwards  he  fliould  prove  the  firft  difcoverer.  All  aboard 
the  admiral  being  thus  forewarned,  none  of  them  durfl  cry  out  land  ;  but  thofe  in 
the  caraval  Ninna,  which  was  a  better  failor,  and  kept  a-head,  believing  it  to  be  cer- 
tainly land,  fired  a  gun,  and  put  out  their  colours  in  token  of  land.  But  the  farther 
they  failed,  the  more  their  joys  vanifhed,  till  that  appearance  quite  vanifhed,  though 
it  pleafed  God  foon  after  to  give  them  fome  manner  of  comfort,  for  they  faw  great 
iiights  of  great  fowl,  and  others  of  fmall  land-birds,  flying  from  the  weft  towards  the 
fouth-weft.  Therefore  the  admiral  being  now  fo  far  from  Spain,  and  fure  that  fucli 
linall  birds  would  not  go  far  from  land  ;  he  altered  his  courfe,  which  till  then  was  well, 
and  ftood  to  the  fouth-weft,  faying,  that  if  he  changed  his  road,  it  was  becaufe  he 
deviated  but  little  from  his  firft  defign,  and  becaufe  he  would  follow  the  example  of 
the  Portuguefe,  who  had  difcovered  moft  of  their  iilands  by  means  of  fuch  birds,  and 
the  more  becaufe  thofe  they  faw  followed  almoft  the  fame  way.  He  had  alwa)*?  pro- 
pofed  to  hiinfolf  to  find  land  according  to  the  place  they  were  then  in  ;  fmce  as  they 
well  knew,  he  had  often  told  them,  he  never  expefted  to  find  land  till  he  was  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Canaries ;  within  which  diftance  he 
had  farther  faid,  he  fliould  difcover  Hifpaniola,  which  he  then  called  Cipango  ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  had  found  it,  had  not  he  known  it  was  reported  to  lie  in  length 
from  north  to  fouth  :  for  which  reafon  he  had  not  inclined  more  to  the  fouth  to  run 
upon  it,  and  therefore  that  and  others  ot  the  Caribbee  iflands  lay  now  on  his  larboard- 
fide,  fouth  of  him,  whither  thofe  birds  were  direfting  their  courfe.  Being  fo  near  to 
land  was  the  reafon  they  continually  faw  fuch  abundance  of  birds ;  and  on  Monday  the 
8th  of  October,  there  came  to  the  fliip  twelve  finging  birds  of  feveral  colours,  and 
after  flying  a  turn  about  the  fliip,  they  held  on  their  way.  They  alfo  faw,  from  the 
fhips  many  other  birds  flying  towards  the  fouth-weft  ;  and  that  fame  night  abundance 
of  large  fowls  were  feen,  and  flights  of  fmall  birds  coming  from  the  northward,  and 
flying  after  the  reft.  ■  Befides,  they  faw  a  good  number  of  tunny  fifli.  In  the  morn- 
ing they  fpied  a  jay,  an  alcatraz,  ducks  and  fmall  birds,  flying  the  fame  way  the  others 
had  done  ;  and  they  perceived  the  air  to  be  frefli  and  odoriferous,  as  it  is  at  Seville 
in  April.  But  they  were  now  fo  eager  to  fee  land,  that  they  had  faith  in  no  figns 
whatfoever:  fo  that  though  on  Wednefday  the  loth  of  Oftober,  they  faw  abundance 
of  birds  pafs  by  both  day  and  night,  yet  the  men  did  not  ceafe  to  complain,  nor  the 
admiral  to  blame  their  want  of  courage :  declaring  to  them,  that  right  or  wrong  they  " 
muft  go  on  in  difcovering  the  Indies  Their  Catholic  Majefties  had  fent  them  to. 

CHAP.  XXII.  —  Hoiv  the  Admiral  difcovered  the  firjt  Land,  which  was  an  IJland  called 

De  Los  Luc  ay  OS. 

THE  admiral  being  no  longer  able  to  withftand  fo  many  as  oppofed  him,  it  pleafed 
God  that  on  Thurfday  the  nth  of  Odtobcr,  afternoon,  the  men  took  heart  and 
rejoiced,  having  manifeft  tokens  that  they  were  near  land,  which  were,  that  thofe  aboard 
the  admiral  faw  a  green  rufli  fwim  by  the  fliip,  and  then  a  great  green  fifli  of  that  fort 
that  goes  not  far  from  the  rocks.  Thofe  aboard  the  caraval  Pinta  faw  a  cane  and 
a  ftaff,  and  took  up  another  ftaff  curioufly  wrought,  and  a  fmall  board,  and  abundance 
of  weeds  frefli  waflicd  away  from  the  banks.  I'hofe  in  the  caraval  Ninna  faw  other 
fuch  like  tokens,  and  a  branch  of  a  thorn  full  of  red  berries,  which  fcemed  to  be 
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newly  broke  ofF.     By  thefe  tokens,  and  reafon  itfelf,  the  admiral  being  afTured  he  was 
near  land,  at  night,  after  prayers,  he  made  a  fpeech  to  all  the  men  in  general,  putting 
them  in  mind  how  great  a  mercy  it  was  that  God  had  brought  them  fo  long  a  voyage 
with  fuch  fair  weather,  and  comforting  them  with  tokens  which  every  day  were  plainer 
and  plainer ;  therefore  he  prayed  them  to  be  very  watchful  that  night,  fmce  they  well 
knew  that  in  the  firft  article  of  the  inftru£l:ions  he  gave  each  fhip  at  the  Canary  iflands, 
he  ordained  that  when  they  had  failed  feven  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward,  without 
difcovering  land,  they  fiiould  lie  by  from  midnight  till  day.     Therefore,  fmce  they  had 
not  yet  obtained  their  defires  in  difcovering  land,  they  fhould  at  leafl:  exprefs  their  zeal 
in  being  watchful.     And  forafmuch,  as  he  had  moft  aflured  hopes  of  finding  land  that 
night,  every  one  fhould  watch  in  his  place  ;  for  befides  the  gratuity  their  highneffes 
had  promifed  of  thirty  crowns  a  year  for  life,  to  him  that  firfl  faw  land,  he  would  give 
him  a  velvet  doublet.     After  this,  about  ten  at  night,  as  the  admiral  was  in  the  great 
cabin,  he  faw  a  light  afhore,  but  faid  it  was  fo  blind  he  could  not  affirm  it  to  be  land, 
though  he  called  one  Peter  Gutieres,  and  bid  him  obferve  whether  he  faw  the  faid  light, 
who  faid  he  did  ;  but  prefently  they  called  one  Roderick  Sanchez  of  Segovia,  to  look 
that  way,  but  he  could  not  fee  it,  becaufe  he  came  not  up  time  enough  where  it  might 
be  feen  ;  nor  did  they  fee  it  afterwards  above  once  or  twice,  which  made  them  judge 
it  might  be  a  candle  or  torch  belonging  to  fome  filherman  or  traveller,  who  lifted  it 
up  and  let  it  fall  down  ;  or  perhaps  that  they  were  people  going  from  one  houfe  to 
another,  becaufe  it  vaniftied  and  fuddenly  appeared  again  ;  fo  that  few  would  guefs 
but  that  they  were  near  land.     Being  now  very  much  upon  their  guard,  they  ftill  held 
on  their  courfe,  till  about  two  in  the  morning  the  caraval  Pinta,  which  being  an  ex- 
cellent failer  was  far  a-head,  gave  the  fignal  of  land,  which  was  firfl:  difcovered  by  a 
failor  whofe  name  was  Roderick  de  Triana,  being  two  leagues  from  (hore.     But  the 
thirty  crowns  a  year  was  not  granted  by  their  catholic   majeflies  to  him,  but  to  the 
admiral,  who  had  feen  the  light  in  the  midfl:  of  darknefs,  fignifying  the  fpiritual  light  he 
was  then  fpreading  in  thofe  dark  regions.     Being  now  near  land,  all  the  Ihips  lay  by, 
thinking  it  a  long  time  till  morning,  that  they  might  fee  what  they  had  fo  long 
defired. 

CHAP.  XXIII.  —  How  the  Admiral  went  ajhore  and  took  pojfejjion  for  Their  Catholic 

Majejiies. 

DAY  appearing,  they  perceived  it  was  an  ifland,  fifteen  leagues  in  length,  plain, 
without  hills,  and  full  of  green  trees  and  delicious  waters,  with  a  great  lake  in  the 
middle,  inhabited  by  abundance  of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the  rtiore  afl:omfhed  and 
admiring  at  the  fight  of  the  fhips,  believing  them  to  be  fome  living  creatures,  and  were 
impatient  to   know  certainly  what  they  were. ,  Nor  were  the  Chriftians  lefs  hafty  to 
know  them,  whofe  curiofity  was  foon  fatisfied,  for  they  foon  came  to  an  anchor ;  the 
admiral  went  afliore  with  his  boat  well  armed,  and  the  royal  fl:andard  difplayed,  as  did 
the  captains  of  the  other  two  fhips  in  their  boats,  with  their  particular  colours  of  this 
enterprize,  which  were  a  green  crofs  with  an  F.  on  the  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  the 
names  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabel,  or  Elizabeth  crowned.     Having  all  given  thanks  to 
God,  kneeling  on  the  fhore,  and  kifTed  the  ground  with  tears  of  joy,  for  the  great 
mercy  received,  the  admiral  flood  up,  and  called  that  ifland  St.  Salvador.     After  that 
he  took  pofllfTion  for  Their  Catholic  Majeflies,  in  the  ufual  words,  and  with  the 
folemnity  proper  in  thofe  cafes  j  abundance  of  the  natives  that  were  come  out  being 
VOL.  XII.  F  prefent. 
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prefent,  and  confequently  the  Chriftians  admitted  him  as  admiral  and  viceroy,  and 
fwore  to  obey  him-as  reprefenting  thtir  Highnefles'  perfons,  and  with  fuch  expreflions 
of  joy  as  became  their  mighty  fuccefs,  all  of  them  begging  his  pardon  for  all  the 
affronts  they  had  done  him  through  their  fear  and  irrefolution.  Abundance  of  the 
Indians  being  come  down  to  this  rejoicing,  and  the  admiral  perceiving  they  were  peace- 
able, quiet,  and  very  fimple  people,  he  gave  them  fome  red  caps,  and  firings  of  glafs 
beads,  which  they  hung  about  their  necks,  and  other  things  of  fmall  value,  which  they 
valued  as  if  they  had  been  ftone  of  high  price. 

CHAP.  XXIV.  —  The  Manners  and  Ciiftoms  of  thofe  People,  and  what  the  Admiral 

faw  in  that  IJland. 

THE  admiral  being  gone  ofF  to  his  boats,  the  Indians  followed  him  to  them  and  to 
the  fhips  fwimming,  and  others  in  their  canoes,  carrying  parrots,  bottoms  of  fpun  cotton, 
javelins,  and  other  fuch  trifles  to  barter  for  glafs  beads,  bells,  and  other  things  of  fmall 
value.  Like  people  in  their  original  fimplicity,  they  went  naked  as  they  were  born,  and 
a  woman  that  was  among  them  had  no  other  clothing.  Mofl  of  them  were  young, 
not  above  thirty  years  of  age  ;  of  a  good  ftature ;  their  hair  lank,  thick,  very  black 
and  fliort,  being  cut  above  their  ears,  except  fome  few  who  had  let  it  grow  down  to 
their  fhoulders,  and  had  tied  it  with  a  flrong  thread  about  their  head  like  women's 
treffes.  Their  countenances  v/ere  pleafant,  and  their  features  good,  but  their  too  high 
foreheads  made  them  look  fomewhat  wild.  They  were  of  a  middle  ftature,  well 
fhaped,  plump,  but  of  an  olive  colour  like  the  people  of  the  Canaries,  or  peafants  that 
are  fun-burnt.  Some  were  painted  with  black,  fome  with  white  and  others  with  red  ; 
fome  only  the  faces,  others  the  whole  body,  and  others  nothing  but  the  eyes  and  nofe. 
They  had  no  weapons  like  our  men,  nor  knowledge  of  them  ;  for  when  the  Chriftians 
fhewed  them  a  naked  fword,  they  took  it  fimply  by  the  edge.  Nor  had  they  any 
knowledge  of  iron,  and  therefore  they  made  their  javelins  we  mentioned  of  wands, 
with  the  points  hardened  at  the  fire,  arming  them  with  a  fifli  bone  inftead  of  iron. 
Some  of  them  having  fears  of  wounds  about  them,  and  being  afked  by  figns  how  they 
came  by  them,  they  anfwered  by  figns  that  people  came  from  other  iflands  to  take 
them  away,  and  they  received  thofe  wounds  in  their  own  defence.  They  feemed 
ingenious  and  of  a  voluble  tongue,  for  they  eafily  repeated  the  words  they  once  heard. 
There  was  no  fort  of  creatures  there  but  parrots,  which  they  carried  to  barter  among 
the  other  things  we  have  fpoke  of,  and  in  this  trade  they  continued  till  night.  Next 
day,  being  the  1 3th  of  October,  in  the  morning  many  of  them  came  down  to  the  fhore 
and  went  aboard  in  their  boats  called  canoes,  which  were  made  of  one  piece,  being  the 
body  of  a  tree  hollowed  like  a  tray.  The  biggeft  of  them  were  fo  large,  they  con- 
tained forty  or  forty-five  men,  and  fo  lefs  and  lefs,  till  fome  would  hold  but  one.  They 
rowed  with  a  paddle  like  a  baker's  peel,  or  thofe  they  ufe  in  drefling  hemp  ;  true  it  is, 
that  the  oars  are  not  fixed  on  the  fide  with  pins  to  turn  as  curs  are,  but  they  dip  them 
in  the  water,  and  pull  back  as  if  they  were  digging.  Thefe  canoes  are  fo  light  and  fo 
artificially  built,  that  if  they  overfet  they  foon  turn  them  right  again,  fwimming,  and 
empty  the  water  by  throwing  liie  water  front  fide  to  fide  like  a  weaver's  fhuttlc ;  and 
when  it  is  above  half  out,  tl^.ey  lade  out  what  remains  with  dried  calabaflies  cut  in  two, 
which  they  carry  for  that  purpofe.  That  day  they  brouglit  fuch  things  to  barter  for 
as  they  had  the  day  before,  giving  all  they  had  for  any  fmall  things  they  could  get. 
Jewels  or  any  fort  of  metal  were  not  feen  among  them,  except  fome  fmall  plates  of 

gold 
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gold  which  hung  at  their  noftrils  ;  and  being  afked  whence  tliey  had  that  gold,  they 
anfwered  by  figns  towards  the  fouth,  where  there  was  a  King  who  had  abundance  of 
pieces  and  vcflels  of  gold,  expreffing  that  towards  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft,  there  were 
many  other  iflands  and  large  countries.  Being  very  covetous  of  any  thing  of  ours, 
and  being  themfelves  but  poor,  and  having  nothing  to  give  in  exchange,  as  foon  as 
they  came  aboard,  if  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  any  thing,  though  it  were  but  a 
piece  of  a  broken  earthen  glazed  difli  or  porringer,  they  leaped  into  the  fea  and  fwam 
afhore;  and  if  they  brought  any  thing  aboard,  they  would  give  it  for  any  trifling 
thing  of  ours,  or  bit  of  broken  glafs,  fo  that  fome  of  them  gave  fixteen  bottoms  of 
cotton  for  three  fmall  pieces  of  Portuguefe  brafs  coin  not  worth  a  farthing  ;  thefe  bot- 
toms weighed  twenty-five  pounds,  and  the  cotton  was  very  well  fpun.  Thus  they 
fpent  the  day,  and  at  night  they  all  went  afliore.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  their 
liberality  in  dealing  did  not  proceed  from  the  great  value  they  put  upon  thofe  things 
themfelves  which  they  had  of  our  men,  but  becaufe  they  valued  them  as  being  ours, 
looking  upon  it  as  mofl:  certain  that  our  men  were  come  down  from  heaven,  and 
therefore  they  earneftly  defired  to  have  fomething  left  them  as  a  memorial. 

CHAP.  XXV.  —  Hoio  the  Adjiiiral  departed  from  that  IJland,  and  went  to  difcover 

others, 

NEXT  Sunday,  being  the'  15th  of  October,  the  admiral  run  along  the  coafi:  of  the 
ifland,  towards  the  north-weft,  in  his  boats,  to  difcover  fomething  about  it  j  and  that 
way  he  went,  he  found  a  large  bay  or  harbour  capable  of  containing  all  the  fhips  in 
Chriftendom.  The  people  feeing  him  fcour  along,  ran  after,  along  the  fhore,  crying 
out,  and  promifing  to  give  him  provifions,  calling  others  to  come  to  fee  the  people 
•dropped  from  heaven  upon  earth,  and  lifted  up  their  hands  to  heaven,  as  it  were 
giving  thanks  for  their  coming.  Many  of  them  fwimming,  or  in  their  canoes,  as  bed 
they  could,  came  to  the  boats,  afking  by  figns,  whether  they  were  come  down  from 
heaven,  and  praying  them  to  land  and  reft  themfelves.  The  admiral  gave  them  all 
glafs  beads,  pins,  and  other  trifles,  rejoicing  at  their  great  fimplicity,  till  he  came  to  a 
peninfula,  which  made  a  good  port,  and  where  a  good  fort  might  be  made.  There 
he  faw  fix  houfcs  of  the  Indians  with  gardens  about  them,  as  pleafant  as  they  are  in 
Caftile  in  May.  But  his  men  being  weary  of  rowing,  and  he  plainly  perceiving  that 
was  none  of  the  land  he  looked  for,  nor  fo  beneficial,  as  that  he  fhould  make  any 
longer  ftay  there,  he  took  feven  of  thofe  Indians  to  ferve  him  as  interpreters ;  and 
returning  to  his  fhips,  failed  for  other  iflands  that  could  be  difcovered  from  the  penin- 
fula, and  appeared  to  be  plain,  green,  and  very  populous,  as  the  Indians  themielves 
affirmed.  The  next  day  being  Monday,  the  i6th  of  October,  he  came  to  one  that 
was  feven  leagues  from  the  other,  and  called  it  St.  Mary  of  the  Conception.  That 
fide  of  this  ifland  next  St.  Salvador  extended  north-weft  five  leagues  in  length,  but 
the  admiral  went  to  that  fide  which  lies  eaft  and  weft,  and  is  above  ten  leagues  in 
length  ;  and  being  come  to  an  anchor  towards  the  weft,  landed  to  do  as  he  had  done 
in  the  other.  Here  the  people  of  the  ifland  ran  together  to  fee  the  Chriftians,  ad- 
miring as  the  others  had  done.  The  admiral  perceiving  this  was  the  fame  thing  as 
the  laft,  the. next  dav,  being  Tuefday,  failed  wcftward  to  another  ifland  confiderably 
bigger,  and  anchored  upon  the  coalt  of  it,  which  runs  north-weft  and  fouth-eaft,  above 
twenty-eight  leagues.  This  was  like  the  others,  plain,  had  a  fine  ftrand,  and  was 
called  Fernandina.     Before  they  came  to  this  ifland,  and  that  of  the  Conception,  they 

F  2  found 


-5  LIFE    OF    COLON,    BY    HIS    SON. 

found  a  man  in  a  fmall  canoe,  who  had  a  piece  of  their  bread,  and  a  calabafh  of  water, 
and  a  little  earth  like  vermillion,  wherewith  thofe  people  paint  their  bodies,  as  was  faid 
above,  and  fome  dry  leaves,  which  they  value,  as  being  of  a  fweet  fcent  and  wholefome  ; 
and  in  a  little  bafket  he  had  a  firing  of  beads  of  green  glafs,  and  two  fmall  pieces  of  Por- 
tucuefe  money,  by  which  it  was  gueffed  that  he  was  come  from  St.  Salvador,  that  he 
had  pafled  by  the  Conception,  and  was  going  to  Fernandina  to  carry  news  of  the 
Chriflians :  but  becaufe  the  way  was  far  and  he  weary,  he  came  to  the  fhips,  was 
taken  up  with  his  canoe,  and  courteoufly  treated  by  the  admiral,  defigning  as  foon  as 
he  came  to  land  to  fend  him  afhore,  which  he  did,  that  he  might  fpread  the  news. 
The  good  account  he  gave  caufed  the  people  of  Fernandina  to  come  aboard  in  their 
canoes,  to  exchange  the  fame  fort  of  things  the  others  had  done  before,  for  thefe 
people  were  like  the  reft  ;  and  when  the  boat  went  afliore  for  water,  the  Indians  very 
readily  fhowed  where  it  vi-as,  and  carried  a  fmall  calk-full  on  their  fhoulders  to  fill  the 
hogfheads  in  the  boat.  They  feemed  to  be  a  wifer  and  difcreeter  people  than  the  firft, 
and  as  fuch  bargained  harder  for  what  they  exchanged,  had  cotton  cloth  in  their  houfes, 
and  bed-clothes  ;  and  the  women  covered  their  privities  with  fhort  hanging  cotton 
cloths,  and  others  with  a  fort  of  fwathe.  Among  other  notable  things  they  faw  in 
that  ifland,  were  fome  trees  which  feemed  to  be  grafted,  becaufe  they  had  leaves  and 
branches  of  four  or  five  feveral  forts,  and  yet  were  natural.  They  alfo  faw  fifhes 
of  feveral  fliapes  and  fine  colours,  but  no  fort  of  land  creatures  but  lizards  and  fnakes. 
The  better  to  difcover  the  ifland,  they  failed  away  north-welt,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  a  beautiful  harbour,  at  the  entrance  whereof  was  a  fmall  ifland,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  get  in,  there  being  but  little  water  ;  nor  did  they  much 
care,  becaufe  they  would  not  be  far  from  a  town  that  appeared  at  a  diftance  :  for  in  the 
biggeft  ifland  they  had  yet  feen  they  had  not  found  above  twelve  or  fifteen  houfes 
together,  built  like  tents,  in  which  they  faw  no  other  ornaments  or  moveables  but 
what  they  carried  to  the  fhips  to  exchange.  Their  beds  were  Hke  a  net,  drawn  toge- 
ther in  the  nature  of  a  fling  tied  to  two  ports  in  their  houfes,  in  which  they  lie.  Here 
they  faw  fome  dogs  like  maftifls,  and  others  like  beagles,  but  none  of  them  barked. 

CHAP.  XXVI.  —  How  the  Admiral  failed  by  other  IJlands  that  were  in  ftght  where 

he  was, 

FINDING  nothing  of  value  in  this  ifland  Fernandina,  on  Friday  the  1 9th  of  Oftober 
they  failed  away  to  another,  called  Saomotto,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Ifabella,  to 
proceed  regularly  in  his  names ;  for  the  firft  which  the  Indians  called  Guanabani  he 
called  St.  Salvador,  or  St.  Saviour,  in  honour  of  God,  who  had  fhewed  it,  and  delivered 
him  from  many  dangers.  The  fecond,  for  his  particular  devotion,  to  the  conception 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  becaufe  flie  is  the  great  patronefs  of  Chriftians,  he  called 
St.  Mary  of  the  Conception  ;  the  third  he  called  Fernandina,  in  honour  of  the  Catholic 
King  ;  and  the  fourth  Ifabella,  in  memory  of  the  Catholic  Queen  ;  and  the  next  after 
it  which  was  Cuba,  he  ftyled  Joanna,  in  refpeft  to  Prince  John,  heir  of  Caftile,  having 
in  thefe  names  regard  to  both  fpirituals  and  temporals.  True  it  is,  that  as  to  goodnefs, 
extent,  and  beauty,  he  faid  this  Fernandina  far  exceeded  the  others  ;  for  befides  that  it 
abounded  in  delicious  waters,  pleafant  meadows  and  trees,  among  which  were  many  aloes; 
there  were  in  it  fome  hills,  which  the  others  wanted,  being  very  plain.  The  admiral  ena- 
moured with  its  beauty,  and  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  taking  pofleffion,  landed  upon 
fome  meadows  as  pleafant  and  delightful  as  they  are  in  Spain  in  April ;  and  there  was 

heard 


Lirz    OF    COLON,   BY    HIS    SON.  gy 

heard  the  fmging  of  nightingales  and  other  birds  fo  fweet  that  he  could  fcarce  depart. 
Nor  were  they  only  about  the  trees,  but  flew  through  the  air  in  fuch  fwarms  that  they 
darkened  he  fun,  and  mort:  of  them  differed  much  from  our  birds.  There  being 
abundance  of  water  and  lakes,  near  to  one  of  them  they  faw  a  fort  of  alligator,  feven 
feet  long,  and  above  afoot  wide  in  the  belly,  which  being  difturbed  by  our  men  threw 
itfelf  into  the  lake ;  but  it  not  being  deep  they  killed  it  with  their  fpears,  not  without 
dread  and  admiration,  becaufe  of  its  fierce  and  frightful  look.  Time  afterwards  made 
them  look  upon  this  as  a  dainty,  it  being  the  beft  food  the  Indians  had,  forafmuch  as 
when  that  horrid  fkin  and  the  fcales  that  cover  it  are  taken  off  the  flefli  is  very  white 
and  very  delicious ;  the  Indians  call  them  y vanas.  Being  very  defirous  to  know  more 
of  that  country,  and  it  being  then  late,  they  left  that  creature  for  the  next  day,  when 
they  killed  another,  as  they  had  done  the  firft  ;  and  travelling  up  the  land  found  a 
town,  the  people  whereof  fled,  carrying  away  as  much  of  their  goods  as  they  could. 
The  admiral  would  not  fuffer  any  thing  of  what  they  had  left  to  be  taken  away,  left 
they  fhould  look  upon  the  Chriftians  as  thieves.  Therefore  their  fear  being  foon  over, 
they  came  of  their  own  accord  to  the  fliips  to  barter  as  the  others  had  done. 

CHAP.  XXVII.  —  How  the  Adniifal  difcovered  the  IJland  of  Cuba  ;    and  what  he 

found  there. 

THE  admiral  having  learned  the  fecrets  of  the  ifland  Ifabella,  its  produ£l,  and  the 
manners  of  the  people,  would  lofe  no  more  time  among  thofe  iflands,  becaufe  they 
were  many  and  like  one  another,  as  the  Indians  faid.  He  therefore  fet  fail  with  a  fair 
wind  for  a  very  large  country  much  applauded  by  them  all,  called  Cuba,  which  lay 
towards  the  fouth,  and  on  Sunday  the  28th  of  Odober,  be  came  up  with  the  coaft  of 
it  on  the  north  fide.  This  ifland  at  firft  fight  appeared  to  be  better  and  richer  than 
thofe  before-named,  as  well  by  reafon  of  the  beauty  of  its  hills  and  mountains,  as  for 
the  variety  of  trees,  the  large  plains,  and  the  greatnefs  and  extent  of  its  coafts  and 
rivers.  Therefore  to  get  fome  knowledge  of  its  people,  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  a 
large  river,  where  the  trees  were  very  thick  and  tall,  adorned  with  fruit  and  bloffoms, 
differing  from  ours,  and  where  there  were  abundance  of  birds,  the  place  moft  deli- 
cious, for  the  grafs  was  high,  and  nothing  like  ours  ;  and  though  there  were  feveral 
forts  of  herbs  known  to  us,  yet  the  great  variety  made  our  men  not  know  them. 
Going  to  two  houfes  that  were  not  far  off,  they  found  the  people  were  fled  for  fear, 
and  had  left  their  nets  and  all  other  fifhing-tackle,  and  a  dog  that  did  not  bark.  As  the 
admiral  had  ordered,  nothing  was  touched,  for  it  was  enough  for  him  at  prefent  to  fee 
what  their  food  and  neceffaries  were.  Returning  to  their  fliips  they  held  on  their  courfe 
weftward,  and  came  to  another  river,  which  the  admiral  called  de  Mares,  or  of  feas.. 
This  much  exceeded  the  other,  becaufe  a  ftiip  could  turn  it  up,  and  the  banks  were  much 
inhabited  ;  but  the  people  feeing  theftiips,  fled  towards  the  mountains,  which  appeared, 
and  were  high,  round,  and  covered  with  trees  and  pleafant  plants,  whither  the  Indians 
conveyed  all  they  could  carry  away.  The  admiral  being  difappointed,  by  the  people's 
fear,  of  learning  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the  ifland,  and  confidering  if  he  landed  with 
many  men  it  would  increafe  their  terror,  he  refolved  to  fend  two  Chriftians,  with  one 
of  the  Indians  he  brought  from  St.  Salvador,  and  with  one  of  that  country,  who  ven- 
tured to  come  aboard  in  his  canoe.  Thefe  he  ordered  to  travel  up  into  the  country, 
making  much  of  the  natives  they  met  by  the  way  j  and  that  no  time  might  be  loft 
whilft  they  were  going,  he  ordered  the  fliip  to  be  laid  afliore  to  careen  her,  where 
they  obferved  that  all  the  fire  they  made  was  maftic,  whereof  there  was  plenty  all  the 
country  over.     This  tree  is  in  all  refpe(5ts  like  our  maftic-tree,  but  much  bigger. 

t  CHAP.. 
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CHAP.  XX  VIII.  —  Hcivthe  two  Chrijiiajis  returned,  and  the  Report  they  made  of  what 

they  had  feen. 

THE  fliip  being  repaired  and  ready  to  fail,  the  Chriftians  returned  with  two  Indians 
on   the  5th  of  November,  faying  they  had  travelled  twelve  leagues  up  the  land,  and 
came  to  a  town  of  fifty  pretty  large  houfes,  all  of  timber  covered  with  itraw,  and  made 
after  the  manner  of  pavillions,  like  the  others;  that  they  contained  about  one  thoufand 
people,  becaufe  all  that  were  of  one  family  lived  in  a  houfe  ;  that  the  principal  men  of 
the  place  came  out  to  meet  them,  and  led  them  by  the  arms  to  their  town,  giving  them 
one  of  thofe  great  houfes  to  lodge  in,  where  they  made  them  fit  down  upon  feats  made 
of  one  piece,  in  flrange  fliapcs,  and  almoll  like  fome  creature  that  had  fliort  legs,  and 
the  tail  lifted  up  to  lean  againfi:,  which  is  as  broad  as  the  feat,  for  the  conveniency  of 
leaning,  with  a  head  before,  and   the  eyes   and  ears  of  gold.     Thefe  feats  they  call- 
duchi,  where  the  Chriftians  being  feated,  all  the  Indians  fiit  about  them  on  the  ground, 
and  then  came  one  by  one  to  kifs  their  hands  and  feet,  believing  they  came  from 
heaven;  and  they  gave  them   fome  boiled  roots  to  eat,  not  unlike  chefnuts  in  fade ; 
earneflly  entreating  them  to  flay  there  among  them,  or  at  leaft  to  reft  themfelves  five 
or  fix  days,  becaufe  the  two  Indians  they  took  with  them  gave  thofe  people  an  excellent 
charafter  of  the  Chriflians.     Soon  after  many  women  coming  in  to  fee  them  the  mea 
went  out,  and  thefe  with  no  lefs  refpect  kiffed  their  feet  and  hands,  oflering  them  what 
they  brought.   When  their  time  came  to  return  to  the  fl)ips  many  Indians  would  go  along 
with  them,  but  they  would  admit  only  of  the  king,  his  fon  and  one  fervant,  whom  the 
admiral  did  much  honour  to  ;  and  thefe  Chridians  told  him  that  in  their  way  out  and 
return  they  had  iound  feveral  towns,    where  they  were  entertained  with  the  fame 
courtefy,  but  that  there  were  not  in  them  above  five  houfes  together  ;  befides,  that  by 
the  way  th<;y  met  many  people,  who  always  carried  a  lighted  firebrand,  to  light  fire  and 
perfume  themfelves  with  certain  herbs  they  carried  along  with  them,  and  to  roaft  fome 
of  thofe  roots  they  gave  them,  forafmuch  as  that  was  their  principal  food.     They  alfo 
faw  very  many  forts  of  trees  and  plants,  which  were  not  to  be  feen  about  the  fea-coafi:  ; 
and  great  variety  of  birds  far  ditiering  from  ours,  but  that  among  them  there  were 
partridges  and  nightingales.     As  for  four-footed  creatures  they  had  feen  none,  but 
dumb  dogs.     That  there  was  a  great  deal  of  tilled  land,  fome  fowed  with  thofe  roots, 
a  fort  of  beans,  and  a  fort  of  grain  they  call  maize,  which  was  well  tafted,  baked  or 
dried,  and  made  into  Hour.     They  faw  vafl:  quantities  of  cotton  well  fpun,  in  bottoms, 
infomuch    that  in   one   houfe   only,   they  faw  above  twelve  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  cf  it.     The  plants  it  comes  from  are  not  fet  but  grow  naturally  about  the 
fields  like  rofts,  and  open  of  themfelves  when  they  are  ripe,  but  not  all  at  the  fame 
time ;  for  upon  one  and  the  fame  plant  they  had  feen  a  little  young  bud,  another 
open,  and  a  third  coming  ripe.     Of  thefe  plants  the  Indians  afterwards  carried  great 
quantities  aboard  the  fliips,  and  gave  a  balket-full  for  a  thong  of  leather  ;  yet  none  of 
them  make  ufe  of  it  to  clothe  themfelves,  but  only  to  make  nets  for  their  beds,  which 
they  call  hamacas,  and  in  weaving  aprons  for  women  to  cover  their  nakcdnefs.    Being 
iiked  whether  they  had  gold  or  pearls,  or  fpice,  they  made  figns  that  there  was  great 
j.lenty  towards  the  eaft,  in  a  country  they  called  Bohio,  which  is  the  ifland  of  Hif- 
paniola,  but  it  is  not  yet  certainly  known  what  place  they  meant. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIX.  — How  the  Admiral  defijled  from  following  the  •wejlern  Coajl  of  Cuba^ 

and  turned  eajlward  towards  Hifpaniola. 

THE  admiral  having  this  account,  and  refolving  to  flay  no  longer  in  that  river, 
ordered  fome  natives  ot  that  ifland  to  be  taken,  defigning  to  carry  fome  from  all  parts 
into  Spain  to  give  an  account  of  his  country  ;  and  accoi-dingly  twelve  were  feized,  men, 
women  and  children,  and  this  fo  peaceably,  and  without  any  difturbance,  that  when 
they  were  ready  to  fail  with  them,  the  hufband  of  one  of  the  women,  and  father  of 
two  children   that   had  been  carried  aboard,   came  to  the  fiiips  in  a  canoe  defiring  he 
might  be  taken  along  with  them,  and  not  parted  from  his  wife  and  children,   which 
extremely  pleafcd  the  admiral,  who  ordered  he  fliould  be  received,  and  they  all  well 
ufed  and  made  much  of.     That  fame  dav,  being  the  13th  of  November,  he  came  about 
to  the  eaftward,  defigning  for  the  ifland  they  called  Bohio.     The  wind  blowing  hard 
at  north,  he  was  forced  to  come  to  an  anchor  again  in  the  fame  ifland  of  Cuba,  among 
fome  high  iflands  lying  near  a  large  port,  which  he  called  del  Principe,  or  the  Prince's 
port,  and  the  fea   Our  Lady's.      Thefe  iflands   lay  fo  thick  and  clofe,  there  was  not 
above  a  quarter  of  a  league  diftance  between  them  at  fartheft,  and  but  a  mulket-fliot 
for  the  moll  part.     The  channels  were  fo  deep,   and  fo  well  adorned  with  trees  and 
greens,  that  it  \vz.s,  very  delightful  going  among  them  ;  and  among  the  multitude  of 
other  trees  there  were  abundance  of  mallic,  aloes  and  palm,  the  trunk  green  and  fmooth, 
and  other  plants  of  fundry  forts.     And  though  thefe  iflands  were  not  inhabited,  yet 
there  appeared  the  tokens  of  many  fires  made  by  fifliermen  ;  for  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  the  people  of  Cuba  went  together  in  great  number  in  their  canoes  over  to 
thefe  iflands,  and  abundance  more  that  lie  hereabouts  uninhabited,    and  live  upon  the 
fifti  they  catch,  upon  birds,  crabs,  and  other  things  they  find  on  the  earth  ;  forafmuch 
as  generally  the  Indians  eat  abundance  of  filthy  things,  fuch  as  great  fpiders,  worms 
that  breed  in  rotten  wood  and  other  corrupt  places,  and  abundance  of  fifh  almofl  raw  ; 
for  as  foon  as  taken,  before  they  road  it,  they  dig  out  the  eyes  to  eat,  and  many  other 
fuch  things  they  feed  on,  which  befides  that  they  are  naufeous,  would  kill  any  of  us 
fhould  we  €at  them.     They  follow  this  fifliing  and  birding  according  to  the  feafon, 
fometimes  in  one  ifland,  fometimes  in  another,  as  one  that  changes  his  diet,  being  weary 
of  the  laft.     But  to  return  to  the  iflands  of  Our  Lady's  Sea  :  in  one  of  them  the  Chrif- 
tians,  with  their  fwords,  killed  a  beafl  like  a  badger,  and  in  the  fea  found  much  mother 
of  pearl ;  and  calling  their  nets,  among  many  other  forts  of  fifli  they  caught,  one  was 
like  a  fwine,  all  covered  with  a  very  hard  fkin,  no  part  whereof  was  foft  but  the  tail. 
They  alfo  obferved  that  in  this  fea  and  the  iflands  the  tide  fwelled  and  fell  much  lower 
than  in  other  places  where  they  had  been  till  then,  and  their  tides  were  quite  contrary 
to  ours,  for  it  was  low  water  when  the  moon  was  fouth-weft  and  by  fouth. 

CHAP.  XXX.  —  How  the  Admiral  fct  fail  again  eafiward  for  Hifpaniola,  and  one  of 

the  Ships  forfook  him. 

ON  Monday  the  19th  of  November  the  admiral  departed  from  the  Princess  port  in 
Cuba,  and  the  fea  of  Our  Lady,  fleering  eafl:ward  for  the  ifland  of  Bohio  and  Hif- 
paniola, but  the  wind  being  contrary,  he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days  between 
the  ifland  Ifabella,  which  the  Indians  call  Somoto :  and  the  faid  Prince's  port,  which 
lie  almofl  north  and  fouth,  about  twenty-five  leagues  dillant,  in  which  fea  he  flill  found 
long  traces  of  thefe  weeds  he  had  feen  in  the  ocean,  and  he  perceived  they  fwam  along 

the 


4.0  LIFE    OF   COLON,   BY   HIS    SON. 

the  current  and  never  lay  athwart  it.  During  this  time  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  being 
infoimed  by  certain  Indians  he  had  concealed  aboard  his  caraval,  that  in  the  ifland 
Bohio,  which  he  faid  was  Hifpaniola,  there  was  great  plenty  of  gold  ;  covetoufly  blind- 
ing him,  on  Wednefday  the  2 1  ft  of  November,  he  went  away  from  the  admiral  without 
any  ftrcfs  of  weather  or  any  other  occafion,  for  he  could  have  come  up  to  him  before 
the  wind,  but  would  not ;  and  fo  making  as  much  way  as  poffibly  he  could,  his  veflel 
being  an  excellent  failer,  he  made  forwards  all  Thurfday,  whereas  they  had  failed  in 
fight  of  one  another  all  the  day  before,  and  night  coming  on  he  quite  vanifhed.  Thu^ 
the  admiral  was  left  only  with  two  fhips,  and  the  weather  not  being  fit  for  his  veflels 
to  fail  over  towards  Hifpaniola  he  was  forced  to  return  to  Cuba,  to  another  port  not 
far  from  the  Prince's,  which  he  called  St.  Catharine's,  there  to  take  in  wood  and  water. 
In  this  port  he  accidentally  faw  figns  of  gold  on  fome  ftones  in  the  river  where  they 
were  watering,  and  up  the  country  there  were  mountains  full  of  fuch  tall  pine  trees  as 
would  make  mafts  for  the  biggeft  ftiips.  Nor  was  there  any  want  of  wood  for  planks 
to  build  as  many  (hips  as  they  would,  and  among  them  oaks  and  others  like  thofe  in 
Caftile.  But  perceiving  that  all  the  Indians  direfted  him  to  Hifpaniola,  he  run  along 
the  coaft  ten  or  twelve  leagues  farther  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  meeting  all  the  way 
excellent  harbours  and  many  large  rivers.  The  admiral  fays  fo  much  of  the  delight- 
fulnefs  and  beauty  of  that  country,  that  I  have  thought  fit  here  to  fet  down  his  own 
words,  fpeaking  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  makes  a  harbour  by  him  called 
Puerto  Santo,  or  holy  harbour.  Thus  he  fays,  "  When  I  went  with  the  boats  before 
me  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  towards  the  fouth,  I  found  a  river  up  whofe  mouth  a 
galley  could  eafily  row,  and  the  way  up  it  was  fuch,  that  it  was  not  to  be  difcovered 
but  clofe  by  ;  the  beauty  of  it  invited  me  to  go  up  a  boat's  length,  where  I  found 
from  five  to  eight  fathom  water ;  and  proceeding,  I  went  a  confiderable  way  up  the 
river  in  the  boats  ;  becaufe  as  well  the  beiiuty  and  delighlfulnefs  of  the  river  and  the 
clearnefs  of  the  water,  through  which  I  could  fee  the  fand  at  the  bottom ;  as  the 
abundance  of  palm-trees  of  feveral  forts,  the  fineft  and  higheft  I  had  yet  met  with ; 
the  other,  infinite  number  of  large  green  trees,  the  birds,  and  the  verdure  of  the  plain, 
tempted  me  to  fix  there  for  ever.  I'his  country,  moft  Serene  Princes,  is  fo  wonder- 
fully fine,  as  far  exceeds  all  other  beauty  and  delightfulnefs,  as  the  day  in  brightnefs 
exeeds  the  night.  Therefore  I  often  told  my  companions,  that  though  I  fliould 
never  fo  much  endeavour  to  give  your  Highnefles  a  perfeft  account  of  it,  my  tongue 
and  pen  would  always  fall  fhort  of  the  truth.  And  to  fay  the  truth,  I  was  aftonifhed 
to  fee  fo  much  beauty,  and  know  not  how  to  exprefs  it  ;  for  I  have  writ  of  the  other 
countries,  of  their  trees  and  fruits,  of  the  plants  and  ports,  and  of  all  that  belonged  to 
them,  as  largely  as  I  was  able,  yet  not  as  I  ought,  fince  all  men  affirmed  it  was  im- 
pofTible  any  other  country  could  be  more  delicious.  Now  I  am  filent,  wishing  this 
may  be  feen  by  others,  who  will  write  of  it,  that  they  may  prove  how  little  credit  is  to  be 
got  more  than  I  have  done  in  writing  or  fpeaking  of  that  place,  confidering  what  it 
delerves."  The  admiral  going  on  with  his  boats  faw  a  canoe  among  the  trees  in  the  port, 
drawn  upon  land  under  a  bower,  which  canoe  was  made  of  the  body  of  one  tree,  and  as 
big  as  a  twelve-oar  barge,  and  in  fome  houfes  hard  by  they  found  a  ball  of  wax  and  a 
man's  fcull  in  two  balkets  hanging  at  a  poft.  The  fame  they  afterwards  found  in  an- 
other houfe,  which  made  our  men  judge  they  were  the  fculls  of  the  founders  of  thofe 
houfes.  No  people  appeared  to  receive  any  information  of,  for  as  foon  as  ever  they 
faw  the  Chriftians  they  Hod  from  their  houfes  to  other  parts.  Afterwards  they  found 
another  canoe  about  fcventy  feet  long,  that  would  carry  fifty  perfons,  made  like  the 
other  we  fpoke  of  before. 

CHAP. 


I.IKE    OF    COLON,    BY    HIS    SON.  4I 

CHAP.  XXXI.  —  IIow  the  Admiral  failed  over  to  Hifpaniola^  and  what  he  faw  there. 

THE  admiral  having  failed  one  hundred  and  fix  leagues  eaflward  along  the  coaft  of 
Cuba  came  to  the  eaft  point  of  it,  which  he  called  Alpha,  and  on  Wednefday  the  5th 
of  December  flruck  off  to  fail  over  to  Hifpaniola,  dillant  fixteen  leagues  from  Cuba 
caftward,  and  by  reafon  of  fome  currents  could  not  reach  it  till  tlie  next  day,  when  he  put 
into  Port  St.  Nicholas,  fo  called  by  him  in  memory  of  that  faint  whofe  feftival  was  that 
day.  The  port  is  large,  deep,  fafe,  and  encompaffed  with  many  tall  trees,  but  the 
country  is  more  rocky,  and  the  trees  are  lefs,  that  is,  like  thofe  of  Caftile,  among 
which  there  were  fmall  oaks,  myrtle,  and  other  Ihrubs,  and  a  pleafant  river  ran  along 
a  plain  towards  the  port,  all  about  which  there  were  large  canoes  like  fifteen-oar 
barges.  The  admiral  not  being  able  to  meet  with  any  of  thofe  people,  ran  along  the 
coafl  northward,  till  he  came  to  a  port  he  called  the  Conception,  which  lies  almoft  due 
fouth  of  a  fmall  ifland  about  the  bignefs  of  Gran  Canaria,  which  was  afterwards  called 
Tortuga.  Perceiving  that  this  ifland  Bohio  was  very  large,  and  that  the  land  and  trees 
were  like  thofe  of  Spain  ;  and  that  at  one  draught  of  a  net  they  had  taken  feveral  fiflies, 
like  thofeof  Spain, as  foles,  falmon,  pilchards,  crabs,  and  fome  others,  therefore  on  Sunday 
the  9th  of  December,  they  gave  it  the  name  of  Efpannola,  as  called  in  Englifli,  Hif- 
paniola. All  of  them  being  very  defirous  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  this  ifland  ; 
vvhilft  the  men  were  fifhing  on  the  fliore,  three  Chriftians  travelled  along  the  moun- 
tain, and  lighted  on  a  company  of  Indians,  as  naked  as  thofe  they  had  feen  before,  who 
feeing  the  Chriftians  draw  near  them,  in  a  great  fright  ran  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
wood,  as  having  no  clothes  to  hinder  them.  The  Chriftians,  to  get  fome  information, 
ran  after  them,  but  could  only  overtake  a  young  woman,  who  had  a  plate  of  gold 
hanging  at  her  nofe.  She  was  carried  to  the  (hips,  where  the  admiral  gave  her  feveral 
baubles,  as  bells  and  glafs,  and  then  fent  her  afliore,  without  the  leaft  difgflft  offered 
her,  ordering  three  Indians  of  thofe  he  brought  from  the  other  iflands  to  go  with  her, 
and  three  Chriftians,  to  the  town  where  fhe  dwelt.  The  next  day  he  fent  eleven  men 
afhore  well  armed,  who  having  travelled  four  leagues,  found  a  fort  of  town  or  village 
of  above  one  thoufand  houfes,  fcattered  about  a  valley,  the  inhabitants  whereof  feeing 
the  Chriftians,  all  fled  to  the  woods.  But  the  Indian  guide,  whom  our  men  brought 
from  St.  Salvador,  went  after  them,  and  faid  fuch  things  to  them  of  the  Chriftians, 
affirming  they  were  people  come  from  heaven,  that  he  perfuaded  them  to  turn  back 
quietly  and  without  any  fear.  Afterwards  full  of  aftonifliment,  they  would  lay  their 
hands  on  our  men's  heads  by  way  of  honour,  brought  them  to  eat,  and  gave  them  all 
they  defired,  without  alking  any  return,  praying  them  to  ftay  that  night  in  their  vil- 
lage. The  Chriftians  would  not  accept  of  ;he  invitation,  but  returned  to  their  ftiips, 
carrying  the  news  that  the  country  was  very  pleafant,  abounding  in  their  provifions:  that 
the  people  were  whiter  and  handfomer  than  any  they  had  yet  feen  in  the  other  iflands, 
and  that  they  were  tradable  and  courteous,  and  told  them  the  country  where  the  gold 
was  found  lay  farther  eaftward.  The  admiral  hearing  this  account,  fet  fail  immediately, 
though  the  wind  was  contrary,  and  on  Sunday  following,  being  the  15th  of  December, 
as  he  was  plying  between  Hifpaniola  and  Tortuga,  he  found  one  Indian  alone  in  a  little 
canoe,  which  thev  all  wondered  was  not  fwallowed  by  the  fea,  the  wind  and  the  waves 
were  fo  high.  He  took  him  into  the  fhip,  carried  him  to  Hifpaniola  and  fet  him 
afliore  with  feveral  gifts.  He  told  the  Indians  how  kindly  he  had  been  ufed,  and 
fpoke  fo  well  of  the  Chriftians  that  abundance  of  them  came  prefently  aboard,  but 
they  brought  nothing  of  value,  except  fome  fmall  grains  of  gold  hanging  at  their  ears 
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and  noflrils,  and  being  aficed  whence  they  had  that  gold,  they  made  figns  there  was  a 
great  deal  higher  up.  The  next  day  there  came  a  great  canoe  from  the  ifland  Tor- 
tuga,  which  was  near  the  place  where  the  admiral  lay  at  anchor,  with  forty  men  in 
it,  a.t  fuch  time  as  the  Cacique  or  lord  of  that  port  of  Hifpaniola  was  upon  the  fhore, 
bartering  a  plate  of  gold  he  had  brought.  When  he  and  his  faw  the  canoe,  they  all 
fat  themfelvcs  down  upon  the  ground,  as  a  fign  they  would  not  fight.  Immediately 
almoft  all  thofe  in  the  canoe  landed,  againfl:  whom  the  Cacique  of  Hifpaniola  got  up 
alone,  and  with  threatning  words  made  them  return  to  their  canoe.  I'hen  he  threw 
water  after  them,  and  taking  up  ftones  off  the  ftrand,  cad  them  into  the  fea  towards 
the  canoe.  But  when  they  were  all  in  fubmiffive  manner  returned  to  their  canoe,  he 
took  up  a  ftone  and  delivered  it  to  one  of  the  admiral's  officers,  to  throw  at  thofe  in 
the  canoe,  to  exprefs  that  he  took  the  admiral's  part  againll  the  Indians,  but  the  officer 
did  not  throw,  feeing  they  prefently  went  off  in  their  canoe.  After  this,  difcourfmg 
about  the  affairs  of  that  illand,  which  the  admiral  had  called  Tortuga,  he  affirmed 
there  was  more  gold  in  it  than  in  Hifpaniola,  and  that  in  Bohio  there  was  more  than 
in  any  other,  which  was  about  fifteen  days  journey  from  the  place  where  they  were. 

CHAP.  XXXII.  —  How  the  Principal  King   of  the  Ifland  came  aboard,  and  of  the 

State  he  came  in. 

ON  Tuefday  the  i8th  of  December,  the  King  that  came  the  day  before,  where 
the  canoe  of  Tortuga  was,  and  who  lived  five  leagues  from  the  place  where  the  Ihips 
lay,  came  in  the  morning  to  the  town  near  the  fea,  fome  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  fame 
time  being  there  by  the  admiral's  order,  to  fee  whether  they  brought  any  more  gold. 
Thcfe  feeing  the  King  come,  went  to  acquaint  the  admiral,  faying  he  brought  above 
two  hundred  men  along  with  him,  and  that  he  came  not  a  foot,  but  was  carried  on  a 
fort  of  palanquine  by  four  men  with  great  refpecl,  though  he  was  very  young.  This 
King  being  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fliips,  having  refted  a  little,  drew  near  with  all 
his  men,  concerning  which,  the  admiral  himfelf  writes  thus :  "  There  is  no  doubt  but 
your  Highneffes  had  been  very  much  pleafcd  to  have  feen  his  gravity,  and  the  refpedt 
his  people  paid  him,  though  all  naked.  When  he  came  aboard,  and  underftood  I 
was  under  deck,  being  then  at  dinner,  he  furprifed  me,  fitting  down  by  me,  without 
giving  me  time  to  go  out  to  receive  him,  or  rife  from  table.  When  he  came  down 
he  made  figns  to  all  his  followers  to  Itay  above,  which  they  did  with  great  refpeft, 
fitting  down  upon  the  deck,  except  two  ancient  men  that  feemed  to  be  his  counfellors, 
that  fat  down  at  his  feet.  They  faid  this  man  was  a  Cacique.  I  ordered  fuch  meat  as 
I  was  eating  to  be  brought  him;  theyjuft  tailed  of  everything,  and  lent  the  reft 
to  their  men,  who  all  eat  of  it.  The  fame  they  did  as  to  drinking,  for  they  only 
kiffed  the  cup  and  gave  it  about.  They  were  all  wonderful  grave,  and  fpoke  but  few 
words,  and  thofe  they  uttered,  by  what  I  could  gather,  were  very  deliberate  and  llaid. 
Tiie  two  old  men  obferved  the  King's  mouth,  and  fpoke  for  and  to  him.  After  eating, 
one  of  his  gentlemen  with  great  refpect  brought  him  a  girdle,  not  unlike  thofe  ufed 
in  Caftile,  though  differently  wrought,  which  he  took  in  his  hand,  and  gave  me  with 
two  pieces  of  wrought  gold  very  thin.  Of  which  gold  I  believe  there  is  little  here, 
and  I  gueifed  that  place  was  near  to  where  they  took  it,  which  produced  very  much^ 
I  believing  he  would  like  a  carpet  or  counterpane  that  lay  on  iny  bed,  gave  it  him, 
together  with  fome  fine  amber  beads  I  had  about  my  neck,  with  a  pair  of  red  fhoes 
and  a  bottle  of  orange-flower  water,  with  which  he  was  wonderfully  pleafed,  and  both 
he  and  his  counfellors  cxprcffed  much  concern  becaufe  they  did  not  underiland  me, 
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nor  I  them,  though  I  made  out,  that  if  I  wanted  any  thing,  all  the  Ifland  was  at  my 
command.  I  prcroiitly  brought  out  a  letter-cafe,  in  which  I  carried  a  gold  medal 
weighing  four  ducats,  on  which  your  Highnelles'  effigies  are  cut,  and  fliowed  it  him, 
faying  over  again,  that  your  Highnelles  were  mighty  Princes,  and  poflefled  the  befl 
part  of  the  world,  and  fhewed  him  the  royal  ftandard,  and  the  other  of  the  crofs, 
which  he  made  great  account  of.  Therefore  turning  to  his  counfellors,  he  faid,  your 
Highneffcs  were  certainly  mighty  Princes,  fince  you  had  fent  me  fo  far  as  from  heaven 
thiiher,  without  any  fear.  Much  more  paffed  between  us,  which  I  did  not  underfland, 
but  perceived  they  admired  at  every  thing  they  faw;  but  it  being  then  late,  and  he 
defiring  to  be  gone,  I  fent  him  afliore  very  honourably  in  my  boat,  and  caufed  feveral 
guns  to  be  fired,  and  he  being  afhore  got  into  his  palanquine,  attended  by  above  two 
hundred  men,  and  a  fon  of  his  was  carried  on  a  man  of  note's  (houlders.  He  ordered 
all  the  Spaniards  that  were  afhore  to  have  meat  given  them,  and  to  be  very  courieoufly 
ufed.  Afterwards,  a  failor  that  met  him  on  the  way,  told  me  that  every  one  of  the 
things  I  had  given  him,  were  carried  before  him  bv  a  man  of  great  woith,  and  that 
his  fon  went  not  along  with  him  on  the  road,  but  at  fome  diftance  behind  him,  with 
as  many  more  attendance  as  he  had,  and  a  brother  of  his  on  foot,  with  near  as  many 
more,  two  great  men  leading  him  under  the  arms,  to  whom  I  had  given  fome  fmall 
matters  when  he  came  aboard  after  his  brother." 

CHAP.  XXXIII,  —  How  the  Admiral  loft  his  Ship  upon  the  Flats  through  the  Carelcfs- 
ncfs  of  the  Sailors,  and  the  Affijiance  he  received  froin  the  King  of  that  Ijland. 

THE  admiral  continuing  the  relation  as  above,  fays,  that  on  Monday  the  24th  of 
December,  the  weather  was  very  calm,  without  any  wind  hardly,  but  fo  much  as 
carried  him  from  St.  Thomas's  ica  to  Punta  Santa,  or  the  holy  Cape,  off  which  he 
lay  by  about  a  league,  and  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he  went  to  take  his  reft,  for 
he  had  not  flept  in  two  days  and  a  night ;  and  the  weather  being  calm,  the  feainan 
that  was  at  the  helm,  left  it  to  a  grummet,  "  v^hich  (fays  the  admiral)  I  had  forbid, 
during  the  whole  voyage,  bidding  them,  whether  the  wind  blew  or  not,  never  to 
leave  the  helm  to  a  grummet.  And  to  fay  the  truth,  I  thought  niyfelf  fafe  from  flats 
and  rocks ;  for  that  Sunday  I  fent  my  boats  to  the  King,  they  went  at  leafl  three 
leagues  and  a  half  beyond  the  faid  Punta  Santa  ;  and  the  feamen  had  viewed  all  the 
coaft,  and  the  flioals  that  lie  three  leagues  eafl-fouth-eafl  of  that  Cape,  and  obferved 
which  way  to  fail,  which  I  had  not  done  during  the  voyage ;  and  it  plcafed  our  Lord, 
that  at  midnight,  feeing  me  gone  to  bed,  and  we  being  in  a  dead  calm,  and  the  fea  as 
flill  as  the  water  in  a  difh,  all  the  men  went  to  reft,  leaving  the  helm  to  a  grummet. 
Thus  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  current  eafily  carried  away  the  flilp  upon  one  of  thofe 
fhoals,  which,  though  it  was  night,  made  fuch  a  roaring  noife,  that  they  might  be  heard 
and  difcovered  a  league  off.  Then  the  fellow  who  felt  the  rudder  flrike  and  heard 
the  noife,  began  to  cry  out,  and  I  hearing  it,  got  up  immediately ;  for  none  had  yet 
perceived  that  we  were  aground.  Prefently  the  mafter,  whofe  watch  it  was,  came  out, 
and  I  ordered  him  and  other  failprs  to  take  the  boat,  and  carry  out  an  anchor  aftern  ; 
whereupon  he  and  others  leaped  into  the  boat,  and  I  believing  they  v/ould  have  done  as  I 
ordered,  they  rowed  away,  flying  with  the  boat  to  the  other  caraval,  which  was  half  a 
league  oil.  1  then  perceiving  they  ran  av/ay  with  the  boat,  that  the  water  ebbed,  and  the  ihip 
was  in  danger,  caufed  the  mafts  to  be  cut  down,  and  lightened  her  as  much  as  I  could  to  fee 
to  get  her  cfi';  but  the  water  flill  ebbing,  the  caraval  could  not  budge,  but  turning  athwart 
the  ftreams,  the  feams  opened,  and  all  below  deck  was  full  of  water.     Meanwhile  the 
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boat  returned  from  the  caraval  to  relieve  me  ;  for  the  men  aboard  perceiving  the  boat 
fled,  would  not  receive  it,  which  obliged  it  to  return  to  the  fhip.  No  hopes  of  faving 
the  {hip  appearing,  I  went  away  to  the  caraval  to  fave  the  men  ;  and  becaufe  the  wind 
blew  from  the  land,  and  great  part  of  the  night  was  fpent,  and  yet  we  knew  not 
which  way  to  get  from  among  thole  flats  ;  I  lay  by  with  the  caraval  till  day  appeared, 
and  then  I  drew  towards  land  within  the  flioais,  having  firfl;  fent  James  de  Araua  the 
provoft,  and  Peter  Gutierres,  your  Ilighnefles  fecretary,  to  acquaint  the  King  with  what 
had  happened,  telling  him,  that  as  I  was  going  to  vifit  him  in  his  own  port,  as  he  had 
defired  the  lafl  Saturday,  I  had  loft  my  fliip  oppofite  to  his  town,  and  a  league  and  a 
half  from  it  upon  a  flat.  The  King  underftanding  it,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  expreffed. 
much  grief  for  our  lofs,  and  immediately  fent  aboard  all  the  people  in  the  place,  with 
many  large  canoes.  So  they  and  we  began  to  unload,  and  in  a  fliort  time  carried  off 
all  that  was  upon  deck.  The  afliflance  this  King  gave  was  great  ;  and  afterwards  he 
himfelf,  with  his  brothers  and  kindred,  took  all  poffible  care  both  aboard  and  alhore, 
that  all  things  might  be  done  orderly  ;  and  from  time  to  time  he  fent  fome  of  his 
kindred  weeping  to  beg  of  me  not  to  be  dejetted,  for  he  would  give  me  all  he  had. 
I  do  aiTure  your  Highnefles,  better  order  could  not  have  been  taken  in  any  part  of 
Caftile,  to  fecure  our  things  ;  for  we  loft  not  the  value  of  a  pin,  for  he  caufed  all 
our  clothes  to  be  laid  together  near  his  palace,  where  he  kept  them  till  the  houfes 
were  voided,  which  he  had  appointed  for  us.  He  placed  armed  men  to  keep  them, 
who  ftood  there  all  day  and  all  night,  and  all  the  people  lamented,  as  if  our  lofs  had 
concerned  them  much  ;  fo  loving,  tractable,  and  free  from  covetoufnefs  they  are, 
that  I  fwear  to  your  HighnelTes,  there  are  no  better  people,  nor  a  better  country  in  the 
world.  They  love  their  neighbour  as  themfelves,  and  their  converfation  is  the  fweeteft 
in  the  univerfe,  being  pleafant  and  always  fmiling.  True  it  is,  both  men  and  women 
go  as  naked  as  they  were  born  ;  yet,  your  HighneflTes  may  believe  me,  they  have  very 
commendable  cuftoms,  and  the  King  is  ferved  with  great  ftate ;  and  he  is  fo  ftaid, 
that  it  is  a  great  fatisfadion  to  fee  him,  as  it  is  to  think  what  good  memories  thefe 
people  have,  and  how  defirous  they  are  to  know  every  thing,  which  moves  them  to 
alk  many  queftions,  and  to  enquire  into  the  cauie  and  eftccls  of  every  thing." 

CHAP.  XXXIV.  —  How  the  Admiral  refolved  to  plant  a  Colony  where  the  King  re- 

fided,  and  called  it  the  Nativity. 

ON  Wednefday  the  26th  of  December,  the  chief  King  of  that  country  came 
aboard  the  admiral's  caraval,  and  exprefling  much  grief  and  forrovv,  comforted  him, 
offered  all  he  would  have,  and  faying  he  had  already  given  the  Chriftians  three 
houfes  to  lay  up  all  they  got  out  of  the  fliip,  and  that  he  had  given  them  many  more, 
had  they  ftood  in  need  of  them.  In  the  meantime  a  canoe  came  with  fome  Indians 
from  another  ifland,  bringing  fome  plates  of  gold  to  exchange  for  bells,  wlich  they 
valued  above  any  thing.  Befides  the  feamen  came  from  fliorc,  faying  abundance  of 
Indians  reforted  from  other  places  to  the  town,  who  brought  fevcral  things  in  gold  and 
gave  them  for  points,  and  other  things  of  fmall  value,  oflcring  to  bring  much  more 
if  the  Chriftians  would.  Which  the  great  Cacique  perceiving  was  pleafmg  ro  the, 
admiral  ;  he  told  him  he  would  caufe  a  great  quantity  to  be  brought  from  Cibao,  a 
place  that  yielded  much  gold.  Being  afhore,  he  invited  the  admiral  to  eat  axis  and 
cazabi,  which  is  their  principal  diet,  and  gave  him  fome  vizor  maflcs,  with  the  eyes, 
nofe  and  ears  of  gold,  and  other  pretty  things,  which  they  hung  about  their  necks.  Then 
complaining  of  the  Caribbes,  who  carried  away  his  men  to  make  flaves  and  cat  them  ; 

he 
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he  wtis  much  comforted,  when  the  admiral  comforting  him,  fliewed  him  our  weapons, 
faying,  he  would  defend  him  with  them.  He  was  much  aftonifticd  at  our  cannon, 
which  fo  territied  them,  that  they  fell  down  as  if  they  were  dead,  when  they  heard 
the  report.  The  admiral  therefore  finding  fo  much  kindnefs  among  thofe  people,  and 
fuch  figns  of  gold,  almoft  forgot  the  grief  conceived  for  the  lofs  of  his  (hip  ;  think- 
ing God  had  permitted  it  that  he  might  fix  a  colony  there,  and  leave  Chriflians  to 
trade,  and  get  farther  knowledge  of  the  people  and  country,  learning  the  language, 
and  converfing  with  the  natives,  that  when  he  returned  from  Spain  with  fuccours,  he 
might  have  fome  body  to  direct  him  in  his  affairs,  for  peopling  and  fubduing  that 
country.  To  this  he  was  the  more  inclined,  becaufe  inany  voluntarily  offered  them- 
felves  to  flay  and  inhabit  there.  For  this  rcafon  he  refolved  to  build  a  tower  with  the 
timber  of  the  fhip  that  was  wrecked,  whereof  he  lofl  no  part,  but  made  ufe  of  it  all. 
To  forward  his  defign,  the  next  day  being  Thurfday,  the  27th  of  December,  news  was 
brought,  that  the  caraval  Pinta  was  in  a  river  towards  the  eafl  point  of  the  ifland.  To 
be  aflured  of  it,  the  Cacique,  whofe  name  was  Guacanagari,  fent  a  canoe  with  fome 
Indians,  who  carried  a  Chriftian  thither :  he  having  gone  twenty  leagues  along  the  coaft, 
returned  without  any  news  of  it ;  which  was  the  reafon  that  no  credit  was  given  to 
another  Indian,  who  faid  he  had  feen  her  fome  days  before.  Neverthelefs  the  admiral 
did  not  alter  his  refolution  of  leaving  fome  Chriflians  in  that  place,  who  were  all  flill 
more  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs  and  wealth  of  the  country,  the  Indians  bringing  mafks 
and  other  things  of  gold  to  give  them,  and  telling  them  of  feveral  provinces  in  the 
ifland  where  it  was  found.  The  admiral  now  being  ready  to  depart,  and  difcourfing 
with  the  King  concerning  the  Caribbes,  or  Canibals,  of  whom  they  complained  and 
were  in  great  dread,  therefore  to  pleafe  him  with  leaving  fome  Chriflians  there,  and 
at  the  fame  time  make  him  afraid  of  our  arms,  he  caufed  a  gun  to  be  fired  againfl 
the  fide  of  the  fhip,  which  fhot  quite  through  it,  and  the  bullet  fell  into  the  water, 
which  not  a  little  terrified  the  Cacique.  Befides,  he  fhewed  him  all  our  other 
weapons,  and  how  they  offended  with  them,  and  defended  themfelves,  telling  him, 
that  fince  fuch  weapons  were  left  to  defend  him,  he  needed  not  to  fear  the  Caribbes, 
for  the  Chriflians  would  deflroy  them  all,  and  he  would  leave  them  for  his  guard,  and 
return  hiinfelf  to  Caflile  for  jewels  and  other  things  to  give  him.  Then  he  particu- 
larly recommended  to  him  James  de  Arana,  fon  to  Roderic  de  Arana  of  Cordova,  of 
whom  mention  has  been  made  above.  To  him,  and  Peter  Gutierres  and  Roderic  de 
Efkovedo,  he  left  the  government  of  the  fort,  and  command  of  thirty-fix  men,  vviih 
abundance  of  commodities,  provifion,  arms  and  cannon,  and  the  boat  that  belonged 
to  the  fhip,  with  carpenters,  caulkers,  and  all  other  neceffaries  for  fettling  there,  alfo 
a  furgeon,  gunner,  and  fuch  like  perfons.  This  done  he  prepared  with  all  pofTible 
fpeed  to  return  direftly  to  Caflile,  without  making  any  more  dilcoveries,  fearing,  fince 
he  had  but  one  fhip  left,  left  fome  other  misfortune  might  bsfal  him,  which  might 
hinder  their  Catholic  Majefties  from  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  thole  kingdoms  he 
had  newly  acquired  for  them. 

CHAP.  XXXV.  —  How  the  Admiral  fet  out  to  return  to  Spain,  and  found  the  other 

Caraval  commanded  by  Pinzon. 

ON  Friday  the  4th  of  January,  at  fun-rifing,  the  admiral  fet  fail,  with  the  boats 
a-head,  Handing  north-weft,  to  get  out  of  fhoal  water,  that  was  about  the  port  where 
he  left  the  Chriflians,  by  him  called  the  port  of  the  Nativity,  becaufe  on  Chriftmas 
day  he  had  landed,  efcaping  the  danger  of  the  fea,  and  begun  to  build  that  colony. 
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Thofe  flats  reach  from  Cape  Santo  to  Cape  Serpe,  which  is  fix  leagues,  and  run  out 
above  three  leagues  to  fea,  and  all  the  coaft  north-weft  and  Ibuth-eafl  is  an  open  ftrand, 
and  plain  for  four  leagues  up  the  country,  where  there  are  then  high  mountains,  and 
abundance  of  large  villages,  in  comparifon  of  what  is  in  the  other  iflands.  Then  he 
failed  towards  a  high  mountain,  which  he  called  Monte  Chrifto,  and  lies  eighteen 
leagues  eaft  of  Cape  Santo,  So  that  whofoever  would  come  to  the  city  of  the  Nativity, 
when  he  cifcovers  Monte  Chrifto,  which  is  round  like  a  pavillion,  and  looks  almofl 
like  a  rock,  mufl  keep  out  at  fea  two  leagues  from  it,  and  fail  weft  till  he  comes  to 
Cape  Santo,  when  the  city  of  the  Nativity  will  be  five  leagues  from  him  ;  and  he  mufl 
pal's  through  certain  channels  among  the  flats,  which  lie  before  it.  The  admiral 
thought  fit  to  mention  thefe  marks,  that  it  might  be  known  where  the  firft  habitation 
of  Chriftians  was  in  thofe  weftern  parts.  Having  failed  eaft  of  Monte  Chrifto  with 
contrary  winds,  on  Sunday  the  6th  of  January,  in  the  morning,  a  failor  from  the 
round  top  difcovered  the  caraval  Pinta  that  was  failing  weftvvard,  right  before  the  wind. 
As  foon  as  it  came  up  with  the  admiral,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  the  captain,  coming 
aboard  the  admiral's  caraval,  began  tb  Ihew  fome  reafons,  and  give  excufes  for  his 
leaving  of  him,  faying  it  had  happened  againft  his  will.  The  admiral,  though  he  very 
v/ell  knew  the  contrary,  and  was  fatisfied  of  the  man's  evil  inclination,  remembering 
his  bold  manner  of  proceeding  before  in  the  voyage,  yet  connived  at  him,  and  bore 
with  all,  for  fear  of  ruining  his  undertaking,  which  might  eafiiy  have  been  done, 
becaufe  moft  of  his  crew  were  Martin  Alonzo's  countrymen,  and  feveral  of  them  his 
relations.  And  the  truth  is,  that  when  he  forfook  the  admiral,  which  was  at  Cuba, 
he  went  away  with  a  defign  to  fail  to  the  ifland  Bohio,  becaufe  the  Indians  aboard 
his  caraval  told  him,  there  was  abundance  of  gold  there.  When  he  was  there  and 
found  nothing  of  what  had  been  told  him,  he  was  returning  towards  Hifpaniola,  where 
other  Indians  had  told  him  there  was  much  gold,  and  thus  he  had  fpent  twenty  days 
in  failing  not  above  fifteen  leagues  eaft  of  the  Nativity,  to  a  river  which  the  admiral 
called  of  Grace,  and  there  Martin  Alonzo  had  lain  fixteen  days,  and  had  got 
gold  enough,  as  the  admiral  had  done  at  the  Nativity,  giving  thjngs  of  fuiall  value 
for  it.  of  this  gold  he  diftributed  one  half  among  his  crew,  to  gain  and  pleafe  them, 
that  he  as  captain  might  keep  the  reft,  and  afterwards  he  would  perfuade  the  admiral 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  all  this.  He  now  following  on  his  way  to  come  to  an  anchor 
at  Monte  Chrifto  ;  the  weather  not  permitting  him  to  proceed  farther,  he  went  in  his 
boat  up  a  river  fouth-weft  of  the  mount,  where  in  the  fand  he  difcovered  figns  of  gold 
duft,  and  therefore  called  it  the  River  of  Gold.  This  river  lies  feventeen  leagues  eaft 
of  the  Nativity,  and  is  not  much  lefs  than  the  river  Guadalquivar  that  runs  by 
Cordova. 

CHAP.  XXXVI.  —  Of  thefirjl  Skinnijh  between  the  Cbrijiians  and  Indians,    ivhich 
happened  about  the  Gidf  of  Samana  in  Hifpaniola, 

ON  Sunday  the  13th  of  January,  being  near  the  cape  called  Enamorado,  or  the 
Lover's  Cape,  the  admiral  fent  the  boat  afliore,  where  our  men  found  fome  Indians 
with  fierce  countenances  on  the  fhorc,  with  bows  and  arrows,  who  feemcd  to  be  ready 
to  engage,  but  at  the  fame  time  were  in  a  confternation.  However,  having  fome  con- 
ference with  them,  they  bought  two  of  their  bows  and  fome  arrows,  and  with  much 
difliculty  prevailed  to  have  one  of  them  go  aboard  the  admiral.  Their  fpeech  was  fuit- 
able  to  their  ficrccnef^:,  which  appeared  greater  than  any  people  they  had  yet  met 
with  had  fliown  j  for  their  faces  were  all  daubed  over  with  charcoal,    it  being  the 
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cuftoni  of  all  thofe  people  to  paint  themfelves,  fome  black,  feme  red,  and  fome 
white,  fome  one  way,  and  fome  another  ;  their  hair  was  very  long,  and  hung  in  a 
bag  made  of  parrots'  feathers.  One  of  them  Handing  before  the  admiral,  as  naked 
as  he  was  born,  as  all  the  others  there  till  then  difcovered  were,  he  faid  in  a  lofty 
tone,  they  all  went  fo  in  thofe  parts.  The  admiral  thinking  this  was  one  of  the  Carlbbes, 
and  that  the  bay  parted  them  from  Hifpaniola,  he  allied  of  him  where  the  Caribbes 
dwelt  who  pointed  with  his  finger,  in  another  ifland  eaflward,  and  that  there  were 
pieces  of  Guanin,  as  big  as  half  the  ftcrn  of  the  caraval;  and  that  the  ifland  Matinino  was 
all  inhabited  by  women,  with  whom  the  Caribbes  went  and  lay  at  a  certain  time  of 
the  year  ;  and  if  afterwards  they  brought  forth  fons,  they  gave  them  to  the  fathers  to 
carry  away.  Having  anfwered  to  all  the  quelllons  put  to  them,  partly  by  figns,  and 
partly  by  that  little  the  Indians  of  St.  Salvador  could  underfland  of  their  language,  the 
admiral  gave  them  to  eat,  and  fome  baubles,  as  glafs  beads,  and  green  and  red 
cloth,  which  done,  he  fent  them  afhore,  that  they  fhould  caufe  gold  to  be  brought 
if  the  others  had  any.  The  boat  being  afhore,  they  found  on  the  flrore  among 
the  trees  fifty-five  of  them,  all  naked  with  long  hair,  as  the  women  in  Spain  wear  it, 
and  behind  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  they  had  plumes  of  parrots  or  other  birds  fea- 
thers, and  all  of  them  armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  When  our  men  landed,  the 
Indian  that  had  been  aboard  made  the  others  lay  down  their  bows  and  arrows,  and 
a  great  cudgel  they  carry  inftead  of  a  fvvord  ;  for,  as  has  been  faid,  they  have  no  iron 
at  all ;  when  they  came  to  the  boat,  the  Chriflians  ftept  afliore,  and  having  begun 
to  trade  for  bows  and  arrows  by  order  of  the  admiral,  the  Indians  who  had  already 
fold  two,  not  only  refufed  to  fell  any  more,  but  with  fcorn,  made  as  if  they  would 
feize  the  Chriflians,  and  run  to  their  bows  and  arrows  where  they  had  left  them, 
taking  up  with  them  ropes  to  bind  our  men  ;  they  being  upon  their  guard  feeing  them 
come  in  that  fury,  though  they  were  but  feven,  fell  courageoufly  upon  them,  and 
cut  one  with  a  fword  on  the  buttock,  and  fliot  another  with  an  arrow  in  the  breafl. 
~  The  Indians  aftonifhed  at  the  refolution  of  our  men,  and  the  wounds  cur  weapons 
made,  fled  moft  of  them  leaving  their  bows  and  arrows ;  and  many  of  them  had  been 
killed,  had  not  the  pilot  of  the  caraval,  who  commanded  the  boat,  proteded  them. 
The  admiral  was  not  at  all  difpleafed  at  this  Ikirmifh,  imagining  thefe  were  the  Caribbes 
all  the  other  Indians  fo  much  dreaded,  or  that  at  leaft  they  bordered  on  them, 
they  being  a  bold  and  refolute  people,  as  appeared  by  their  afpefl:,  arms,  and  adions, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  iflanders  hearing  how  feven  Chriflians  had  behaved  themfelves 
againfl  fifty-five  fierce  Indians  of  that  country,  they  would  the  more  refpeft  and  honour 
cur  men  that  were  left  behind  at  the  Nativity,  and  would  not  dare  to  offend  them. 
Afterwards,  about  evening,  they  made  a  fmoke  at  land  to  fhow  their  courage ; 
wherefore  the  boat  went  again  to  fee  what  they  would  have,  but  they  could  never  be 
brought  to  venture  themfelves,  and  fo  the  boat  returned.  The  bows  were  of  yew, 
almofl  as  big  as  thofe  in  France  and  England,  the  arrows  of  fmall  twigs  growing  out  of 
the  ends  of  the  canes,  which  are  maflive  and  very  flrait,  about  the  length  of  a  man's 
arm  and  a  half ;  the  head  is  made  of  a  fmall  flick  hardened  at  the  fire,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  yard  and  half  long,  at  the  end  whereof  they  fix  a  fifh's  tooth,  or  bone,  and 
poifon  it.  For  this  reafon  the  admiral  gave  that  gulph  the  name  of  Golpho  de 
Flechas,  that  is,  Gulph  of  Arrows,  whereas  the  Indians  called  it  Samana.  There 
appeared  a  great  deal  of  fine  cotton  and  axi,  which  is  the  pepper  they  ufe,  and  is 
very  hot,  fome  of  it  long  and  fome  round.  Near  land,  where  there  was  little  water,, 
grew  abundance  of  thofe  weeds  our  men  faw  in  long  firings  upon  the  ocean,  whence 
they  concluded  it  all  grew  near  land,  and  when  ripe,  broke  loofe,  and  was  carried  out 
to  fea  by  the  current. 
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CHAP.  XXXVII.  —  How  the  Admiral  fet  out  for  Spain,  and  the  Caraval  Pinta  was 

parted  from  him  in  a  great  Storm. 

ON  Wednefday,  the  i6th  of  January  1493,  the  admiral  fet  forward  with  afair  wind 
from   the  aforcfaid   Gulf  of  Arrows,  now    called  Samana,    towards  Spain,  becaufe 
now  both  the  caravals  were  very  leaky,  and  they  took  much  pains  to  keep  them  up : 
Cape  Santelmo   being  the   laft  land  they  faw ;    twenty  leagues  north-eafl  of  it  there 
appeared  abundance  of  weeds,  and  twenty  leagues  ftill  farther  they  found  all  the  fea 
covered  with  fmall  tunny  fifhes,    whereof  they  faw  great  numbers  the  two  following 
days,  which  were  the  19th  and  20th  of  January,  and  after  them  abundance  of  fea  fowls, 
and  all  the  way  the  weeds  ran  with  the  current  in  long  ropes,    lying  eaft  and   well ; 
for  they  had  already  found,  that  the  current  takes  thofe  weeds  a  great  way  off,  and 
that  they  keep  not  on  long  in  the  fame  way ;    for  fometimes  they  go  one  way,  and 
fometimes  another  ;  and  this  they  faw  almofl  every  day,    till   they  w^re  almoft  half 
feas  over.     Holding  on  their  courfe  with  a  fair  wind,  they  made  fo  much  way,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  pilots,    on   the  9th   of  February,    they  were  fouth   of  the  iflands 
Azores,  but  the  admiral  faid  they  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  fliort,    and  this 
was  the  truth,  for  they  ftill  found  abundance  of  weeds,  which  as  they  went  towards  the 
Indies,  they  did  not  fee  till  they  were  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  leagues  weft:  of  the 
ifland  of  Ferro.     As  they  failed   on   thus  with  fair  weather,    the  wind  began  to  rife 
more  and  more  every  day,  and  the  fea   to  run   fo  high,    that  they  could   fcarce  live 
upon  it.     For  which  reafon,  on  I'hurfday  the  i4rh  of  February,    they  drove   which 
way  foever  the  wind  would  carry  them  ;  and  the  caraval  Pinta,  commanded  by  Pinzon, 
not  being  able  to  lie  athwart  the  fea,    run  away  due  north,  before   the  fouth   wind, 
the  admiral  fteering  norih-eaft   to  draw  nearer    to  Spain,    which  the  caraval   Pinta 
could  not  do,  by  reafon  of  the  darknefs,    though   the  admiral   had   always   his   light 
cut.     Thus  when  day  appeared,  they  had  quite  loft  fight  of  one  another,  each  looking 
upon  it  as  nioft  certain  that  the  other   was  loft  ;    therefore    betaking   themfelves  to 
prayers  and  religious  afts,  thofe  aboard  the  admiral  caft  lots,  which  of  them  fliould  go 
in  pilgrimage  for  the  whole  crew  to  our  lady  of  Guadalupe,   which  fell  to  the  admiral. 
Afterwards  they  drew  for  another  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  the  lot  fell  upon  one  Peter 
de  Villa,  a  feaman  of  Port  St.  Mary.     Then  they  caft   lots  for  a  third,  who  was  to 
watch  a  night  at  St.  Olive  of  Moguer,  and  the  ftorm  ftill   increafing,  they  all  made 
a  vow  to  go  barefoot  and  in  their  fliirts  at  the  firft  land  they  came' to,  to  fonie  church 
of  our  Lady.     Befides  thefe  general  vows,  feveral  others  were  made  by  private  men, 
becaufe  the  tempeft  was  now  vehement,    and  the  admiral's   veftel  could   fcarce  with- 
ftand  it  for  want  of  ballaft,  which  was  fallen  fliort,  the  provifions  being   fpent.     To 
fupply  which  want,  they  thought  convenient  to  fill  all  the  veflels  in  the  fhip  with  fea- 
water,  which  was  fome  help,  and  made  the  fliip   bear   more  upright,    and  be  in  lefs 
danger  of  overfetting.     Of  this  violent  ftorm,  the  admiral   has  thefe  words.     "  I  had 
been  lefs  concerned  for  the  tempeft,  had  I  alone  been  in  danger  ;  for  I  know  I  owe 
my  life  to  the  Supreme  Creator,  and  becaufe  I  have  been  other  times  fo  near  death, 
that  only  the  leaft  part  was  wanting  to  compleat  it.     But  what   infinitely  grieved  and 
troubled  me  was  the  confideration,  that  as  it  had  pleafed  our  lord  to  give  me  faith  and 
aflurance  to  go  upon  this  undertaking,    whcrtin    1  had  now  been  fuccefsfu! ;   fo  now 
that  thofe  who  oppofed  it  were  to  be  convinced,  and  Your  HighnolTcs  ferved  by  me 
with  honour  and  increafe  of  your  mighty  ftate,    his  Divine   Majefty  fliould  pleafe  to 
obftruci  all  this  by  my  death,  which  had  yet  been   more  tolerable,    had   it   not  been 
attended  with  the   lofs  of  all  thofe  men  I  had  carried  with  me,    upon  promife  of 
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happy  fuccefs.  They  feeing  themfclvcs  in  that  aftliction  did  not  only  curfe  their 
fetting  out,  but  the  tear  and  awe  my  perfuafions  infufed  into  them,  to  diimade  their 
return  when  outward  bound,  as  they  had  feveral  times  reTolvfd  to  do.  But  above  all 
my  forrow  was  double,  when  I  remembered  two  fons  I  had  left  at  fchool  at  Cordova, 
deftitute  of  friends,  in  a  ftrange  country,  before  I  had  done,  or  at  lead  could  be 
known  to  have  done  any  fervice,  which  might  be  believed  to  incline  Your  Highneffes 
to  i-emember  them.  And  though  on  the  one  fide  I  comforted  myfelf  with  the  faith, 
that  our  1-ord  would  not  permit  a  thing  which  was  fo  miich  for  tne  exaltation  of  his 
church,  to  be  left  imperfect,  when  I  had,  with  fo  much  oppofition  and  trouble, 
almoft  brought  it  to  perfection  :  yet  on  the  other  fide  I  confidered,  it  was  his  will, 
that  becaufe  of  my  demerits  he  would  not  permit  me  to  obtain  fuch  honour  in  this 
world,  but  fnatched  it  from  me.  Being  in  this  inward  confufion,  I  remembred  Your 
Highneffes  good  fortune,  which  though  I  were  dead,  and  the  fhip  loft,  might  find 
fome  means  that  a  conqueft  fo  near  atchieved  fliould  not  be  loft,  and  that  it  w.;S 
pofllble  the  fuccefs  of  my  voyage  fltould  by  fome  means  or  other  come  to  your 
knowledge.  For  this  reafon,  as  briefly  as  the  time  would  permit,  I  writ  upon  parch- 
ment, that  I  had  difcovered  thofe  lands,  I  had  promifed,  as  alfo  in  how  many  days, 
and  what  way  I  had  done  it,  the  goodnefs  of  thofe  lands  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants 
and  how  Your  Highneffes  fubje£ts  were  left  in  poffeffion  of  all  I  had  difcovered  ;  which 
writing  folded  and  fealed, '  I  fuperfcribed  to  Your  Highneffes,  promifing  in  writing 
ripon  it  one  thoufand  ducats  to  him,  that  fliould  deliver  it  fealed  to  you  ;  to  the  end, 
that  if  any  foreigners  found  it,  the  promifed  reward  might  prevail  with  them,  not  to 
give  that  intelligence  to  another.  Then  I  caufed  a  great  cafk  to  be  brought  to  me, 
and  having  wrapped  the  writing  in  an  oiled  cloth  and  then  put  it  into  a  cake  of  wax, 
I  dropped  it  into  the  caflc,  and  having  ftopped  the  bung  clofe,  caft  it  into  the  fea,  all 
the  men  fancying  it  was  fome  aft  of  devotion.  And  apprehending  that  might  per- 
haps never  be  talcen  up,  and  the  fliip  ftill  failing  nearer  to  Spain,  I  made  another 
pacquet  like  the  firft,  and  placed  it  at  the  top  of  the  poop,  to  the  end  that  when  the  fhip 
lunk,  the  cafk  might  take  its  chance,  remaining  ftill  above  water." 

CHAP.  XXXVIII.  —r  How  the  Admiral  arrived  at  the  JJlands  Azores^  atid  the  People  of 
the  IJland  of  St.  Mary  took  away  his  Boat  and  theMen  in  it. 

SAILING  on  in  fuch  mighty  danger,  and  fo  great  a  ftorm,  on  Friday  the  15th 
of  Februaiy,  at  break  of  day,  one  Ruy  Carcia,  from  the  round  top,  faw  land  bear 
eaft-north-eaft  from  them.  The  pilot  and  feamen  judged  it  was  the  rock  of  Lifljon, 
but  the  admiral  concluded  it  was  one  of  the  iflands  Azores,  and  though  they  were  at 
no  great  diitance  from  it,  yet  they  could  not  come  to  an  anchor  that  day  becaufe  of  the 
weather.  Thus  plying  about  becaufe  the  wind  was  eait,  they  loft  fight  of  the  ifland 
and  difcovered  auuther,  about  which  they  ran  ftruggling  againft  wind  and  weather, 
with  continual  labour  and  no  refpite,  not  being  able  to  get  to  land.  Wherefore  the 
admiral  in  his  journal  fays,  "  On  Saturday  the  1 6th  of  February  I  arrived  at  one  of  thofe 
iflands  at  night,  and  by  reafon  of  the  bad  weather,  could  not  tell  which  of  them 
it  was.  That  niijht  I  took  a  little  relt,  becaufe  from  Wednefday  till  then,  I  had  never 
flept,  and  was  lame  ot  both  my  legs,  having  been  continually  in  the  open  air  and 
wet ;  nor  was  it  little  that  I  fuffcred  by  provifions.  Upon  Monday  morning,  being 
at  an  anclior,  I  underftood  from  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  that  it  was  the  ifland  of 
St.  Mary,  one  of  the  Azores,  and  all  of  them  admired  I  had  efcaped,  confidering  the 
terrible  Itorm,  which  had  held  for   fifteen  days  without  intermiilion  in  thofe  parts." 
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Thefe  people  undcrftanding  what  the  admiral  had  difcovored,  feemed  to  rejoice,  giving 
praife  to  God,  and  three  of  them  came  aboard  with  fome  frefh  provifions  and  many 
compliments  from  the  commander  of  the  ifland,  who  was  far  from  thence  at  the  town  ; 
for  about  this  place  there  was  nothing  to  be  ken  but  a  hermitage,  which,  as  they  faid, 
was  dedicated  to  the  blefled  virgin.  Thereupon  the  admiral  and  all  his  crew  remem- 
bering thev  had  made  a  vow  the  Thurfday  before,  to  go  barefoot  and  in  their  fliirts, 
the  firft  land  they  came  at,  to  fome  church  of  our  lady  ;  they  were  all  of  opinion  they 
ought  here  to  perform  it,  efpecially  it  being  a  place  where  the  people  and  governor 
expreffed  fo  much  aifedion  and  tendernefs  for  our  men,  and  belonging  to  a  King  who 
was  fo  great  a  friend  to  him  of  Caftile.  Therefore  the  admiral  defired  thofe  three  men 
to  repair  to  the  town,  and  caufe  the  chaplain  to  come  that  had  the  keys  of  the  hermi- 
tage,  that  he  might  fay  mafs  there.  Thcfe  men  confenting,  they  went  into  the  caraval's 
boat,  with  half  the  fhip's  crew,  that  they  inight  begin  to  perform  their  vow,  and 
being  comeback,  the  reft  might  goto  do  their  part.  Being  landed  barefooted  and 
in  their  fliirts,  as  they  vowed  to  do,  the  governor,  with  abundance  of  people  from 
the  town,  who  lay  in  ambufli,  on  a  fudden  ruflied  out  upon  them  and  made  them 
prifoners,  taking  their  boat,  without  which  he  thought  the  admiral  could  never  get 
away  from  him. 

CHAP.  XXXIX.  —  How  the  Admiral  iveaihered  another  Stonn,  arid  at  laji  recovered 

his  Boat  and  Men. 

THE  admiral  thinking  they  flayed  too  long,  who  were  gone  afliore  In  the   boat, 
it  being  then  noon,  whereas  they  went  off  by  break  of  day,  he  fufpedted  fome  mif- 
fortune  had  befallen  them,  either  at  land  or  at  fea.     Therefore,  not  being  able   from 
the  place  where  he  lay    to   difcover  the  hermitage   they  were  gone   to,    he  refolved 
with  his  flilp  to  fail  about  a  point,  whence  the  church  could  be  feen.    Being  come  near, 
he  faw  abundance  of  people  a  horfeback,  who    difmounting,    went  into  the  boat  to 
attack  the  caraval.     The  admiral  therefore,  miftrufting  what  might  happen,  ordered 
his  men  to  be  in  readinefs,  and  armed,    but  make  no   fhew  of  refifl:ance,    that   the 
Portugoefe  might  come  the  nearer.     When  they  were  near  the  admiral,  the  captain  of 
them  itood  up,  demanding  to  parley,  which  the  admiral  granted,    thinking  he  would 
come  aboard,  and  might  be  fecured  without  breach  of  faith,  fince  he  had   fcized  his 
men  without  provocation.     But   the   Portuguefe  durft  not  come  nearer  than   to   be 
heard,  when  the  admiral  told  him,  he  admired  at  his  irregular  manner   of  proceeding, 
and  that  none  of  his  men  came  in  the  boat,  fince  they  were  gone  afliore   upon  a  fafe 
conduft,  and  olfers  of  relief,  efpecially  fince  the  governor  himfelf  had  fent  to  welcome 
him.     He  therefore  defired  him  to  confider,    that   befides  his  doing  an  aftion  which 
enemies  would  not  be  guilty  of,  and  againfl  the  laws  of  honour,  the  King  of  Portugal 
would   be  highly  offended  at  it,  whofe  fubjefts  were,  when  they  landed   in  the  domi- 
nions of  Their  Catholic  Majeflies,  or  refided  there,  made  much  of,  and  treated  with  all 
manner  of  civility,  and  were  fafe  without  any  fafe  condudl,  as  if  they  were  in   Lifbon, 
befides  that  Their  Highnefles  had  given  him  letters  of  recommendation  to  all  Princes, 
potentaries,  and  other  pcrfons  in  the  world,    which  he  fliould  fliew  if  he  drew  near. 
Therefore  fince  fuch  letters  were  received  with  refpeft  in   all  parts,  and   he  and  the 
King's  fubjeds  well  treated  on  their  account,  much  more  they  ought  to  be  fo  in  Por- 
tugal, their  Princes  being  fo  near  neighbours  and  allies ;    efpecially   he  being   their 
great  admiral  of  the  ocean  and  vice-roy  of  the  Indies  he  had  difcovered,  all  which   he 
was  ready  to  fliew  him  under  Their  Highnefles  hands  and  feals.     Accordingly  at  that 
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diftance  he  fhewed  his  comminions,  and  told  him  he  might  draw  near  without  any  appre- 
henfion  ;  tbrafmuch  as  in  regard  to  the  peace  and  amity  betwixt  Their  Catholic  Majeilies 
and  the  King  of  Portugal,  they  had  commanded  him  to  pay  the  utmofl:  civility  to  fuch 
Portuguefe  fhips  as  he  met ;  adding,  that  though  he  fhould  obftinately  perfift  iu  keep- 
ing his  men,  yet  that  would  not  prevent  his  returning  to  Spain,  he  having  ftill  men 
enough  to  fail  to  Sevil,  and  to  do  him  harm,  if  need  were,  whereof  he  himfelt  would  be 
the  occafion,  and  fuch  punifliment  would  be  adjudged  well  deferved  of  him  ;  befides 
tliat  his  King  would  punifli  him,  as  giving  caufe  for  a  war  between  him  and  Their 
Catholic  Majefties.  The  captain  and  his  men  anfv/ered,  that  they  neither  knew  Their 
Catholic  Majefties,  nor  their  letters,  nor  did  they  fear  them,  and  would  make  him 
know  what  Portugal  was.  By  this  anfwer  the  admiral  fufpefted,  there  had  fome  breach 
happened  between  the  two  crowns  fince  his  departure,  and  therefore  gave  him  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  his  folly  deferved.  At  laft,  when  they  were  parting,  the  captain  ftiood  up, 
and  at  a  great  diftance  faid,  he  might  go  to  the  harbour  with  his  caraval,  for  that  all 
he  did  was  by  order  of  the  King  his  mafter.  The  admiral  hearing  it,  called  all  that 
were  aboard  to  bear  witnefs,  and  calling  to  the  captain  and  Portuguefe,  fwore  he 
would  never  go  off  the  caraval,  till  he  had  taken  an  hundred  Portuguefe,  to  carry 
them  into  Caftile,  and  to  deftroy  all  that  ifland.  This  faid,  he  again  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  port,  where  he  was  at  firft,  the  weather  obliging  him  to  it.  But  the  next  day 
the  wind  ftill  increafing,  and  the  place  where  he  lay  being  unfafe,  he  loft  his  anchors, 
and  was  forced  to  ftand  out  to  fea,  towards  the  ifland  of  St.  Michael,  where,  in  cafe 
he  could  not  come  to  an  anchor,  he  had  refolved  to  run  it  out  at  fea,  not  without 
much  danger,  as  well  becaufe  the  fea  ran  high,  as  by  reafon  he  had  but  three  able 
feamen  left,  and  fome  grummets,  all  the  reft  being  landmen,  and  hidians,  who  under- 
ftood  nothing  of  fea  affairs.  But  fupplying  the  want  of  the  abfent  in  his  own  perfon, 
he  paffed  that  night  with  much  labour  and  danger,  till  day  appearing,  perceiving  he 
had  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Michael,  and  that  the  weather  was  calmer,  he  re- 
folved to  return  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  to  endeavour  to  recover  his  men,  anchors, 
and  boat.  He  came  up  with  it  on  Thurfday  the  21ft  of  January,  afternoon,  and  foon 
after  the  boat  came  off  with  five  men  and  a  notary,  who  all,  upon  fecurity  given  them, 
went  aboard  and  lay  there  that  night,  it  being  late.  The  next  day  they  faid  they 
came  from  the  captain  to  know  for  certain  whence  the  Ihip  came,  and  whether  it  had 
the  King  of  Spain's  commiffion,  which  being  made  out,  they  were  ready  to  fhow 
them  all  manner  of  friendftiip,  which  they  did  becaufe  they  could  not  feize  the  (hip 
nor  the  admiral,  and  that  they  might  fuffer  for  what  they  had  done.  The  admiral 
fuppreffmg  his  refentment  faid,  he  thanked  them  for  their  civil  offers,  and  fince  they 
proceeded  according  to  the  maritime  laws  and  cuftoms,  he  was  ready  to  fatisfy 
them  ;  and  accordingly  fliowed  them  the  King  of  Spain's  general  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, direfted  to  all  his  fubjeiEts  and  thofe  of  other  Princes,  as  alfo  his  com- 
miflion  for  that  voyage ;  which  the  Portuguefes  having  feen,  they  went  afliore 
fatisfied,  and  foon  difmifled  the  feamen,  with  their  boat,  of  whom  they  underftood 
it  was  reported  in  the  ifland,  that  the  King  had  fent  orders  to  all  his  fubjcds  to  fecure 
the  perfon  of  the  admiral  by  any  means  whatfoever. 

CHAP.  XL.  — How  the  Admiral  failed  from  the  Iflands  Azores,  atul  ivas  forced  inta 

Lijhon  by  a  Storm. 

ON  Sunday  the  24th  of  February,  the  admiral  failed  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary 
for  Spain,  being  in  great   want  of  wood  and  ballaft,    which  he  could  not  take  in, 

H  2  becaufe 


^2  Lirr,    OF    COLON,    BY    HIS    SON. 

becaufe  of  the  bad  weather,  though  the  wind  was  fair  for  his  voyage.     Being  an  hun- 
dred leagues  from  the  neareft   land,    a  fwallow   came   into  the    fhip,  which,    as    was 
believed  the  florrn  had  drove  out  to  fca,  which  appeared  more  plainly,    bccaufe  the 
next  day  being  the  28th  of  P'ebruary,  a  great  many  more  fwailows  and  land  fowl  came 
aboard,  and  they  faw  a  whale.     On  the  3d  of  March  the  tempell  was  fo  great,  that 
after  midnight  it  fplit  their  fails ;   wherefore  being  in   great  danger  of  their  lives,  they 
made  a  vow  to  fend  one  in  pilgrimage  to  our  lady  de   Cinta  at   Guelva,    whither  he 
was   to  go    barefoot,    and  in  his  fhirt.     The  lot  fell  again   upon  the   admiral,    God 
fhowing  thereby,  that  his  offering  were  more  acceptable  than  thofe  of  others  ;  befides 
which,  other  private  vows  were  made.     Thus  running  on  without  a  rag  of  cloth,  but 
bare  mafts,  a  mighty  fea,  high  winds  and   frightful  thunder,  each   of  which   feemed 
enough  to  dcftroy  the  caraval,  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fight  of  land,  about   mid- 
night, which  offered  no  lefs  danger  than  the  reft  ;  for  to  avoid  being  beaten  to  pieces, 
and  running  into  fome  place  where  they  knew  not  how  to  get  off",  they  were  forced  to 
make  fome  fail,  to  bear  up  againft  the  ftorm  till  day,  which  appearing,  they  found  they 
were  upon  the  rock  of  Lifbon.     The  admiral  was  forced  to  put  in  there,  to  the  great 
affonifhment  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and  their  feamen,  who  ran' from   all  parts 
to  behold  as  it  were  fome  wonder,  a  ffiip  that  had  efcaped  fo  terrible  a  ftorm  ;   haviiig 
received  news  of  many  Ihips  that  had  periflied  about  Flanders,  and  in  other  countries 
of  late  days.     He  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  river  ot  Lifbon  upon  Monday  the  4th  of 
March,  and  prefently  fent  away  an  exprefs  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties  with  the  news 
of  his  arrival,  and  another  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  aiking  leave  to  go  up  to  anchor 
before   the  city,  the   place  where  he  was  not  being  fafe  againft  any  that  Ihould  defign 
to  do  him  harm,  upon  pretence,  it  was  done  by  the  King's  order,  as  believing  by  his. 
ruin  they  might  obftrudl  the  King  of  Spain's  fuccefs. 

CHAP.  XLI.  —  How  the  People  of  Lijh on  came  io  fee  the  Admiral,  as  a    Prodigy  ;  and 

he  went  to  vifit  the  King  of  Portugal. 

ON  Tuefday  the  5th  of  March,  the  mafter  of  a  great  guard  fliip  that  lay  in  the 
harbour,  came  v/ith  his  boat  full  of  armed  men  to  the  admiral's  caraval,  requiring  him 
to  come  along  to  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  the  King's  officers,  as  was  practifed 
by  all  ffiips  that  came  into  the  harbour.  He  anfwered,  that  the  King  of  Spain's 
admirals,  as  he  was,  were  not  obliged  to  obey  any  fuch  fummons,  nor  to  quit  their 
fhips,  to  give  any  account  of  themfelves,  and  he  was  refolved  to  do  his  duty.  The 
mafter  bid  him  at  leaft  to  fend  his  boatfwain.  Tlie  admiral  replied,  it  was  ftill  the 
fame  thing,  whether  he  fent  a  grummet,  or  went  himfelf,  and  therefore  it  was  in 
vain  to  defire  him  to  fend  any  body.  The  mafter  being  fenfiole  he  was  in  the  right, 
defired  him  at  leaft  to  fhow  him  the  King  of  Spain's  letter,  that  might  fatisfy  his 
captain  :  this  being  but  realbnable,  the  admiral  lliowed  him  Their  Catholic  Majefties 
letter,  with  which  he  was  fatisfied,  and  went  back  to  his  ffiip  to  give  an  account  of 
what  had  happened  to  Alvaro  de  Acunna  his  captain,  who  came  immediately  with 
trumpets,  fifes,  drums,  and  great  ftate  aboard  the  admiral,  exprefling  much  kindnefs, 
and  offering  his  fervice.  The  next  day,  it  being  known  at  Lifbon  that  the  fhip  came 
from  the  Indies,  fuch  throngs  of  people  went  aboard  to  fee  the  Indians,  and  hear 
news,  that  the  caraval  could  not  contain  them,  and  the  water  was  covered  with  boats, 
fome  of  them  praifing  God  for  fo  great  a  happinefs,  and  others  ftorming  that  they  had 
loft  ihat  difcovery,  through  their  King's  incredulity  ;  fo  that  day  was  fpent  with  great 
concourfe  of  people.     The  next  day  the  King  ordered  his  officers  to  prefent  the  admiral 
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with  all  forts  of  refrelhment,  and  all  things  he  flood  in  need  of  either  for  himfelf,  or 
his  men,  without  afking  any  pay.  At  the  fame  time  he  writ  to  the  admiral,  congratu- 
lating his  happy  arrival,  and  defiring,  fince  he  was  in  his  dominions,  he  would 
come  to  fee  him.  The  admiral  was  doubtful  what  to  do  in  this  cafe,  but  he  confidered 
the  King  was  in  amity  with  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  and  had  treated  him  courteoufly  ; 
and  befides,  to  take  oft  all  fufpicion  that  he  came  from  his  conquefts,  he  confented  to 
go  to  Valparaifo,  nine  leagues  from  Lifbon,  where  the  King  was,  whither  he  came  on 
Saturday  night,  being  the  ninth  of  March.  The  King  ordered  all  the  nobility  of  his 
court  to  go  out  to  meet  him,  and  being  come  into  his  prefence,  did  him  great  ho- 
nour, commanding  him  to  put  on  his  cap,  and  fit  down,  and  having  with  a  cheerful 
countenance  heard  the  particulars  of  his  profperous  voyage,  offered  him  all  he  flood 
in  need  of,  for  the  fervice  of  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  though  he  thought,  that  foraf- 
much  as  he  had  been  a  captain  in  Portugal,  that  conquefl  belonged  to  him.  To 
which  the  admiral  anfwered,  that  he  knew  of  no  fuch  agreement,  and  that  he  had 
flridlyobferved  his  orders,  which  were  not  togoto  the  mines  of  Portugal,  nor  to  Guinea. 
The  King  faid,  all  was  well,  and  he  doubted  not  but  juflice  would  be  done.  Having 
fpent  a  long  time  in  this  fort  of  difcourfe,  the  King  commanded  the  prior  of  Crato, 
the  greateft  man  then  about  him,  to  entertain  the  admiral,  and  fhew  him  all  civility 
and  refpeiS,  which  was  done  accordingly.  Having  ftaid  there  all  Sunday  and  all 
Monday,  till  after  mafs,  the  admiral  took  leave  of  the  King,  who  expreiled  great  kind- 
nefs,  and  made  him  great  proffers,  ordering  D.  Martin  de  Noronha  to  go  along  with 
him,  and  many  other  gentlemen  went  for  company  to  honour  him,  and  hear  an  ac- 
count of  his  voyage.  As  he  was  thus  on  his  way  to  Lifbon,  he  paffed  by  a  monaflcry, 
where  the  Queen  then  was,  who  ffent  earneflly  to  intreat  him  he  would  not  pafs  by  with- 
out feeing  her.  She  was  much  pleated  to  fee  him.  and  did  him  all  the  favour  and 
honour  that  was  due  to  the  greateft  lord.  That  night  a  gentleman  came  from  the 
King,  to  the  admiral,  to  let  him  know  that  if  he  pleafed  to  go  by  land  into  Spain, 
he  would  attend  him,  provide  lodgings  all  the  way,  and  furnifh  him  all  neceffaries,  as 
far  as  the  borders  of  Portugal. 

CHAP.  XLII.  —  How  the  Admiral  left  Lifbon  to  return  to  Cqftile  by  Sea. 

ON  Wednefday  the  1 3th  of  March,  two  hours  after  day,  the  admiral  fet  fail  for 
Seville,  and  on  Friday  following  at  noon  arrived  at  Saltes,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
in  the  port  of  Palos,  whence  he  had  fet  out  on  the  3d  of  Augull  the  foregoing  year 
1492,  feven  months  and  eleven  days  before  his  return.  He  was  there  received  by  all 
the  people  in  proceffion,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his  profperous  fuccefs,  which,  it. 
was  hoped,  would  redound  fo  much  to  the  propagation  of  Chriitianity,  and  increafe 
of  Their  Catholic  Majefties  dominions;  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  looking  upon 
it  as  a  great  matter  that  the  admiral  fet  out  from  thence,  and  that  moft  of  the  men  he 
had  with  him  belonged  to  it,  though  many  of  them,  through  Pinzon's  fault,  had 
been  mutinous  and  difobedient.  It  happened  that  when  the  admiral  came  to  Palos, 
Pinzon  was  arrived  in  Galicia,  and  defigned  to  go  by  himfelf  to  Barcelona,  to  carry 
the  news  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  who  fent  him  orders  not  to  go  thither  without  the 
admiral,  with  whom  he  had  been  fent  to  difcover,  at  which  he  was  fo  concerned  and 
offended,  that  he  returned  indifpofed,  to  his  native  country,  where  within  a  few  days 
he  died  for  grief:  but  before  he  got  to  Palos,  the  admiral  fet  out  for  Seville,  defign- 
ing  thence  for  Barcelona,  where  Their  Catholic  Majefties  were  ;  and  he  was  forced  to 
ftay  a  little  by  the  way,  though  but  never  fo  little,  to  the  fo  great  admiration  of  the 
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people  wherefoever  he  went,  that  they  ran  from  all  the  neighbouring  towns,  down  to 
the  roads  to  fee  him,  the  Indians,  and  other  things  he  brought.  Thus  holding  on  his 
way  he  got  to  Barcelona  about  the  middle  of  April,  liaving  before  fent  Their  High- 
nefles  an  account  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of  his  voyage,  which  was  extraordinary  pleafing 
to  them,  and  they  ordered  him  a  mofi:  folemn  reception,  as  to  a  man  thai  had  done 
them  fuch  Angular  fervice.  All  the  court  and  city  went  out  to  meet  him  ;  and 
Their  Catholic  Majeflies  fat  in  public  with  great  flate,  on  rich  chairs  under  a  canopy 
of  cloth  of  gold  ;  and  when  he  went  to  kifs  their  hands,  they  flood  up  to  him  as  to 
a  great  lord,  made  a  difficulty  to  give  him  their  hands,  and  caufed  him  to  .fit  down. 
Having  given  a  brief  account  of  his  voyage,  they  gave  him  leave  to  retire  to  his  apart- 
ment, whither  he  was  attended  by  all  the  court ;  and  he  was  fo  highly  honoured  and 
favoured  by  their  Highneffes,  that  when  the  King  rode  about  Barcelona,  the  admiral 
was  on  one  fide  of  him,  and  the  Infante  Fortuna  on  the  other  ;  whereas  before,  none 
went  by  his  majelty  but  the  faid  Infante,  who  was  his  near  kinfman. 

CHAP.  XLIII.  —  How  it  was  refolved  that  the  Admiral  J}:)ould  return  with  a  powerful 
Fleet  to  people  the  Ifland  Hifpaniolay  and  His  Holiii-J's's  Approbation  of  the  Conquefi 
was  obtained. 

ORDERS  were  given  at  Barcelona,  with  great  care  and  expedition  for  the  ad- 
miral's return  to  Hifpaniola,  as  well  to  relieve  thofe  that  were  left  there,  as  to  enlarge 
the  colony  and  fubdue  the  ifland,  with  the  reft  that  were  and  fliould  be  difcovered. 
To  make  their  title  to  them  the  ilronger.  Their  Catholic  Majeflies,  by  the  advice  of 
the  admiral,  procured  the  Pope's  approbation  and  confent  for  the  conquefi  of  the 
faid  Indies,  which  Pope  Alexander  the  Sixth,  who  then  governed  the  church,  readily 
granted  ;  not  only  for  what  was  already,  but  for  all  that  ihould  be  difcovered  weft- 
ward,  till  it  fhould  come  to  the  eaft,  where  any  Chriflian  Prince  was  then  actually  in 
polfeflion,  forbidding  all  perfons  in  general  to  intrude  within  thofe  bounds.  The 
fame  his  holinefs  confirmed  the  next  year,  in  very  fignificant  terms.  And  Their  Ca- 
tholic Majeflies  being  fenfible  that  the  admiral  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  this  favour 
granted  by  the  Pope,  and  that  his  difcovery  had  entitled  them  to  the  poffeflion  of  all 
thofe  parts,  they  were  pleafed  he  fliould  be  immediately  gratified  at  Barcelona,  on  the 
28th  of  May,  and  therefore  granted  him  a  new  privilege,  or  rather  an  expofition,  and 
explanation  of  what  he  had  before,  confirming  to  him  all  they  had  granted  before, 
and  in  plain  terms  declared  how  far  the  bounds  of  his  admiralfliip  and  viceroyfliip 
extended,  being  over  all  that  which  His  Holinefs  had  granted  them,  thus  ratifying  what 
they  had  given  him  before,  which  privileges  and  preiogatives  are  as  follows-. 

CHAP.  XLIV. — Privileges  and  Prerogatives  granted  by  Their  Catholic  Majeflies  to  the 

Admiral. 

"  FERDINAND  and  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  and  Oueen  of  Caflile, 
of  Leon,  of  Arragon,  of  Sicily,  of  Granada,  of  Toledo,  of  Valencia,  ot  Galicia,  of 
Majorca,  of  Minorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sardinia,  of  Jaen,  of  Algarve,  of  Algezira,  of 
Gibraltar,  of  the  Canary  Iflands,  count  and  countefs  of  Barcelona,  lord  and  lady  of 
Bifcay  and  Molina,  duke  and  duchefs  of  Athens  and  Neopatria,  count  and  countefs 
of  RoufTdlion  and  Cerdaignc,  marquefs  and  marchionefs  of  Orillan,  and  Go- 
ciano,  &c.  :  Forafmuch  as  you,  Chriftopher  Colon,  are  going  by  our  command,  with 
fome  of  our  vcfllls  and  men,  to  difcover  and  fubdue  fome  iflands  and  continent  in  the 
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ocean,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  God's  afliftance,  feme  of  the  faid  iflands  and  continent 
in  the  ocean  will  be  difcovered  and  conquered  by  your  means  and  condudt,  therefore 
it  is  but  juft  and  reafonable,  that  fince  you  expofe  yourfelf  to  fuch   danger  to  ferve 
us,  you  fliould  be  rewarded  for  it  :     And  we  being  willing  to  honour  and  favour  you 
for  the  reafons  afoiefaid,   our  will  is,  that   you  Chriflophcr  Colon,  after  difcovering 
and  conquering  the  faid  iflands  and  continent  in  the  faid  ocean,  or  any  of  them,  fhall 
be  our  admiral  of  the  faid  iflands  and  continent  you  fliall  fo  difcover  and   conquer  ; 
and  that  you  be  our  admiral,  viceroy  and  governor  in  them,  and  that  for  the  future 
you  may  call  and  fl:yle  yourfelf,  D.  Chrilfopher  Colon,  and  that  your  fons  and  fuc- 
ceflTors  in  the  faid  employment  may  call  themfelves  dons,  admirals,  viceroys  and  go- 
vernors of  ihcm  ;  and  that  you  may  exercife  the  office  of  admiral,  with  the  charge  of 
viceroy  and  governor  of  the  faid  iflands  and  continent,  which  you  and  your  lieutenants 
fliall  conquer,  and  freely  decide  all  caufes  civil  and  criminal,  appertaining   to  the  faid 
employnient  of  admiral,  viceroy  and  governor,  as  you  fhall  think  fit  in  juftice,  and 
as  the  admirals  of  our  kingdoms  ufe  to  do  ;  and  that  you  have  power  to   punifh  of- 
fenders ;  and  you  and  your  lieutenants  exercife  the  employments  of  admiral,  viceroy 
and  governor  in  all  things  belonging  to  the  faid  offices,  or  any  of  them ;  and  that  you 
enjoy  the  perquifites  and  falaries  belonging  to  the  faid   employments,  and  to  each  of 
them,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  high  admiral  of  our  kingdoms  does.     And   by  this 
our  letter,  or  a  copy  of  it  figned  by  a  public  notary,  we  command  Prince  JPohn,  our 
moft  dearly   beloved  fon,   infantes,  dukes,  prelates,  marquefles,  great    mafters   and 
military  orders,  priors,  commendaries,  our  counfellors,  judges,  and  other  officers  of 
jufliice  whatfoever,  belonging  to  our  houfehold,  courts  and  chancery,  and  conftables 
of  caftles,  ftrong-houfes  and  others  ;   and  all  corporations,  bailiffs,  governors,  judges, 
commanders,  fea-officers  ;    and  the  aldermen,   common-council,  officers   and   good 
people  of  all  cities,  lands  and  places  in  our  kingdoms  and   dominions,  and  in  thofe 
you  fhall  conquer  and  fubdue,  and  the  captains,  mafters,  mates  and  other  officers 
and  failors,  our  natural  fubjefls  now  being,  or  that  fhall  be  for  the  time  to  come,  and 
any  of  them,  that  when  you  fhall  have  difcovered  the  faid  iflands  and  continent  in  the 
ocean;  and  you,  or  any  that  fhall  have  your  commiffion,  fhall  have  taken  the  ufual 
oath  in  fuch  cafes,  that  they  for  the  future  look  upon   you  as  long  as  you  live,  and 
after  you  your  fon  and  heir,  and  fo  from  one  heir  to  another  for  ever,  as  our  ad- 
miral  on  our  faid  ocean,  and  as  viceroy  and   governor  of  the  faid  iflands  and  conti- 
nent, by  you    Chriflopher  Colon  difcovered  and  conquered  ;    and  that  they  treat  you 
and  your  lieutenants,  by  you  appointed,  for  executing  the   employments   of  admiral, 
viceroy  and  governor,  as  fuch  in  all   refpefts,  and  give  you  all  the  perquifites  and 
other  things  belonging  and  appertaining  to  the  faid  offices ;  and   allow,  and  caufe  to 
be  allowed  you,  all   the  honours,  graces,    conceflions,   pre-eminences,    prerogatives, 
immunities  and  other  things,  or  any  of  them,  which  are  due  to  you,  by  virtue  of  your 
commands  of   admiral,  viceroy   and  governor,  and   to  be  obferved  compleatly,    fo 
that  nothing  be  diniinifhed,  and  that  they  make  no  objedion  to  this,  or  any  part   of 
it,   nor  fufter  it  to  be  made  ;  forafuiuch   as  we  from  this  time   forward,  by  this    our 
letter,  beftow  on  you  the  employments  of  admiral, '  viceroy  and   perpetual   governor 
for  ever ;    and  we  put  you  into  poflTeffion  of  the  faid  offices,   and    of  every  of  them, 
and  full  power  to  ufe  and  exercife  them,  and   to  receive  the  perquifites   and   falaries 
belonging  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  was  faid  above^,     Concerning  all  which  things, 
if  it  be  requifite,   and  you  fhall  defsre  it,  we  command  our  chancellor,  notaries  and 
other  officers  to  pafs,  feal  and  deliver  to  you  our  farter  of  privilege,   in  fuch  firm  and 
legal  manner  as  you  fliall  require  or  ftand  in  need  of.     And  that  none  of  them  pre- 
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fume  to  do  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  upon  pain  of  our  difpleafure,  and  forfeiture  of 
thirty  ducats  for  each  offence.  And  we  command  him  who  fliall  (hew  them  this  our 
letter,  that  he  fummon  them  to  appear  before  us  at  our  court,  where  we  fhall  then 
be,  within  fifteen  days  after  fuch  fummons,  under  the  faid  penalty.  Under  which 
fame  we  alfo  command  any  public  notary  whatfoever,  that  he  give  to  him  that  fhows  it 
him,  a  certificate  under  his  fcal,  that  we  may  know  how  our  command  is  obeyed. 

"  Given  at  Granada,  on  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1492.     I  the 
King,  1  the  Queen. 

"  By  Their  Majefties'  command, 

John  Coloma,  Secretary  to  the  King  and  Queen. 
"  Entered  according  to  order,  Roderic  Docior. 
"  Regiftered,         Sebastian  Dolana,       t  „,         ..       ,, 
Francis  de  ]VIadrid,  j 

"  And  now,  forafmuch  as  it  has  pleafed  our  Lord,  that  you  have  difcovered  feveral 
of  the  faid  iflands.  as  we  flill  hope  you  will  by  his  grace  difcover  and  find  others,  and 
the  continent  in  the  faid  ocean,  and  thofe  parts  of  the  Indies,  and  have  dcfired  and 
requefted  of  us,  that  we  would  confirm  to  you  our  faid  grant  here  fet  down,  and  all 
the  contents  of  it,  to  the  end  that  you  and  your  children,  heirs  and  fucceffors,  one 
after  another,  and  after  your  days,  may  have  and  enjoy  the  faid  employments  of  ad- 
miral, viceroy  and  governor  of  the  faid  ocean,  iflands  and  continent,  as  well  of  thofe 
you  have  already  found  and  difcovered,  as  of  thofe  you  fhall  for  the  future  find  and 
difcover,  with  all  the  power,  pre-eminence  and  prerogative,  as  the  admirals,  viceroys 
and  governors  in  our  kingdoms  of  Caflile  and  Leon  do  enjoy  ;  and  that  all  the  per- 
quifites  and  falaries  appertaining  and  belonging  to  the  faid  office,  and  granted  and  al- 
lowed to  our  admirals,  viceroys  and  governors,  may  be  made  good  to  you  ;  or  that 
we  made  fuch  provifion  in  this  cafe,  as  in  our  goodnefs  we  fhall  think  fit.  And  we 
having  regard  to  the  hazard  and  danger  you  have  expofed  yourfelf  to  in  our  fervice,  in 
going  to  difcover  and  find  out  the  faid  iflands,  and  that  which  you  now  run  in  attempt- 
ing to  find  out  the  other  iflands  and  continent,  wherein  we  have  been,  and  hope  to  be 
by  you  well  ferved  :  to  requite  and  reward  you,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  confirm  to 
you  and  your  children,  heirs  and  fucceffors,  one  after  another,  now  and  for  ever,  the 
laid  employments  of  admiral  of  the  faid  ocean,  and  viceroy  and  governor  of  the  faid 
iflands  and  continent  by  you  difcovered  and  found  out,  and  of  the  other  iflands  and 
continent,  that  fhall  be  by  you  or  your  induftry  found  or  difcovered  for  the  future  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  Indies.  And  it  is  our  will,  that  you,  and  after  you  your  children,  ' 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  one  after  another,  enjoy  the  faid  employment  of  our  admiral  of 
the  faid  ocean,  which  is  ours,  and  commences  at  a  line,  we  have  caufed  to  be  drawn 
from  the  iflands  Azores  to  thofe  of  Cabo  Verde,  and  fo  from  pole  to  pole  north  and 
fouth  ;  fo  that  all  beyond  the  faid  line  weflivvard  is  ours,  and  belongs  to  us.  And  accord- 
ingly we  conflitute  you  admii'al,  and  your  funs  and  fucccflbrs,  one  after  another, 
of  all  that  part  for  ever.  And  we  alfo  appoint  you  our  viceroy  and  governor,  and 
after  you,  your  fbns,  heirs  and  fucceflTors,  one  after  another,  of  the  faid  iflands  and 
continent  difcovered  and  to  be  difcovered,  in  the  faid  ocean  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
Indies,  as  has  been  faid  ;  and  we  grant  you  the  puffLfTion  of  all  the  faid  employ- 
ments of  admiral,  viceroy  and  governor  for  ever,  with  full  conuniffion  and  authority 
to  ufe  and  exercife  in  the  faid  Tea  the  office  of  admiral  in  all  thofe  things,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  and  form,  and  with  the  rights  and  pi'ivilcgcs,  pcrquifites  and  falaries, 
as  our  admirals  of  Callile  and  Leon  have  and  do  ufe,  have  enjoyed  or  enjoy,  as 
well  in  the  faid  iflands  and  continent  already  difcovered,  as  in  thofe  that  fliall  hereafter 
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be  difcovered  in  the  faid  ocean  and  faid  parts  of  the  Indies,  that  the  planters  of  them 
all  may  be  better  governed.  And  we  grant  you  fuch  power  and  authority,  that  you 
may,  as  our  viceroy  and  governor,  and  your  lieutenants,  judges,  commanders  and  of- 
ficers by  you  created,  exercife  the  civil  and  criminal  jurifdi£tion,  the  fupreme  and 
mean  authority,  and  the  abfolute  and  mixed  command.  And  in  thofe  places  you 
may  remove,  turn  out,  and  put  in  others  in  their  places,  as  often  as  you  pleafe,  and 
fliall  think  convenient  for  our  fervice.  And  that  they  have  power  to  hear,  judge, 
and  determine  all  fults  or  caufes,  civil  or  criminal,  that  fliall  occur  or  arife  in  the  faid 
iflands  or  continent ;  and  that  they  have  and  receive  the  fees  and  falaries  ufually  an- 
nexed, and  appertaining  to  thofe  employments  in  our  kingdoms  of  Callile  and  Leon. 
And  you  our  faid  viceroy  and  governor  may  hear  and  determine  all  the  faid  caufes, 
and  any  of  them,  whenfoever  you  fliall  pleafe,  upon  the  firft  motion  by  way  of  appeal 
or  complaint,  and  examine,  determine  and  decide  them,  as  our  viceroy  and  governor  ; 
and  you  and  your  children  may  do  all  that  is  reafonable  in  fuch  cafes,  and  all  other 
things  appertaining  to  the  office  of  viceroy  and  governor,  and  that  you  and  your  lieu- 
tenants and  officers  appointed  to  this  purpofe,  may  take  fuch  cognizance,  and  ufe  fuch 
methods  as  you  fliall  think  proper  for  our  fervice,  and  the  execution  of  our  juftice. 
All  which  you  and  they  may  do  and  perform  lawfully  and  effeftually,  as  they  might 
and  ought  to  do,  had  the  faid  officers  been  appointed  by  us.  But  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  that  fuch  letters  patent  as  you  fhall  grant,  be  drawn  and  granted  in  our  name,  with 
thefe  words, '  Ferdinand  and  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  and  Queen  of  Caftile 
and  Leon,'  &c.  and  be  fealed  with  our  feal,  which  we  will  caufe  to  be  given  you  for  the 
faid  iflands  and  continent.  And  we  command  all  the  people,  inhabitants,  and  other 
perfons  in  the  faid  iflands  and  continent,  to  obey  you,  as  our  viceroy  and  governor  of 
the  fame ;  and  thofe  that  fail  on  the  faid  feas  to  obey  you  as  our  admiral  of  the  faid 
ocean  ;  and  that  all  of  them  execute  your  letters  and  orders,  and  take  part  with  you 
and  your  officers,  for  the  execution  of  our  juftice  ;  and  give,  and  caufe  to  be  given 
you,  all  the  aid  and  affifl;ance  you  fliall  require  and  (land  in  need  of,  upon  fuch  penal- 
ties as  you  ffiall  impofe  on  them,  which  we  by  thefe  prefents  do  impofe  on  them,  and 
do  look  upon  them  as  impofed  ;  and  do  grant  you  authority  to  execute  them  on  their 
perfons  and  goods.  And  it  is  alfo  our  will,  that  if  you  fliall  find  it  for  our  fervice 
and  the  execution  of  jufl:ice,  that  any  perfons  who  fliall  be  in  the  faid  iflands  or  conti- 
nent, depart  from  them,  and  do  not  return  nor  ftay  in  them,  and  that  they  come  and 
appear  before  us,  you  may  in  our  name  command,  and  make  them  depart  the  faid 
iflands.  All  whom  by  thefe  prefents  we  command,  that  they  prefently  perform,  exe- 
cute, and  put  in  pradice  all  that  has  been  faid,  without  looking  farther,  or  afking 
advice  upon  it,  nor  expeding  any  other  letter  or  command  from  us,  notwithfl:anding 
any  appeal  or  petition  they  fliall  make  or  prefent  againfl:  your  faid  order.  For  all 
which  things,  and  any  other  due  or  belonging  to  the  faid  offices  of  our  admiral,  vice- 
roy, and  governor,  we  give  you  fufficient  authority,  with  all  incidents,  dependencies, 
and  emergencies  to  them  annexed  or  inherent.  Concerning  all  which  things,  if  it  fhall 
be  your  will,  we  do  command  our  chancellor,  notaries,  and  other  officers  belonging  to 
our  feals,  that  they  give,  pafs,  difpatch,  and  feal  you  our  letter  of  privilege,  made 
as  eftedive,  firm,  and  ftrong,  as  you  fhall  require  of  them,  and  fland  in  need  of;  and 
that  none  of  them  prefume  to  do  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  upon  pain  of  our  dif- 
pleafure,  and  of  thirty  ducats  to  be  paid  to  our  treafury  by  every  one  that  fhall  be 
guilty  of  the  contrary.  And  befides,  we  command  him  that  fhall  fliew  them  this  our 
lette  lo  fummon  them  to  appear  before  us  at  our  court,  wherefoever  we  are,  within 
VOL.  XII.  I  fifteen 
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tifteen  days,  upon  the  faid  penalty.     Under  which  we  command  any  public  notai*y, 
that  fiiall  be  called  ibr  fuch  purpofe,  that  he  give  to  hini  that  Ihall  fliew  it  him,  a  cer- 
tificate figned  under  his  hand,  that  we  may  know  how  our  commands  are  obeyed. 
''  Given  in  the  city  of  Barcelona,  the  28th  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1493. 
"  I  the  King,  I  the  Queen. 

"  By  Their  Rlajeflies'  order, 

"  Ferdinand  Alvarez   de  Toledo,  Secretary  to  the   King 

and  Queen,  our  Lord  and  Lady. 
"  Peter  Ghtierres,  Chancellor,  without  fees  for  feal  or  entry. 
"  Delivered,  Roderick  Doctor. 
"  Entered,  Alonzo  Perez."  * 

CHAP.  XLV. — How  the  Admiral  ivent  from  Barcelona  to  Seville,  andfet  out  thence  for 
^  Hifpaniola.  > 

ALL  things  neceflary  for  the  peopling  of  thofe  countries  being  provided,  the 
admiral  departed  from  Barcelona  for  Seville  in  June  ;  and  being  come  thither,  fo 
diligently  folicited  the  fitting  out  of  the  fleet  Their  Catholic  MajefUes  had  ordered  him 
to  provide,  that  in  a  (hort  time  feventeen  fhips,  great  and  fmail,  were  made  ready, 
well  ftored  with  provifions,  and  with  all  things  thought  neceflary  for  peopling  of 
thofe  countries  ;  as  handicrafts  of  all  forts,  labourers,  countrymen  to  till  the  land  j 
befides,  the  fame  of  gold  and  other  rarities  in  thofe  countries,  had  drawn  to- 
gether fo  many  gentlemen,  and  other  perfons  of  worth,  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
leflen  the  number,  and  not  to  allow  fo  many  to  go  aboard,  at  leafl:  till  it  appeared 
in  fome  meafure  how  things  would  fucceed  in  thofe  parts,  and  till  things  were 
a  little  fettled.  Yet  was  it  impoflible  fo  much  to  confine  the  number  of  people  that 
went  aboard,  but  that  it  amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  of  all  forts  ;  among  whom  fome 
carried  horfes,  afles,  and  other  beafl:s,  which  were  afterwards  of  great  ufe  and  advan- 
tage to  the  planters  in  thofe  countries.  Being  thus  furniflied,  the  admiral  weighed 
anchor  in  the  road  of  Cadiz,  where  the  fleet  had  been  fitted,  upon  Wednefday  the 
25th  of  September,  1493,  ^"  hour  before  fun-rifing,  my  brother  and  I  being  there, 
and  flood  fouth-weft  for  the  Canary  Iflands,  defigning  there  to  take  in  fome  neceflary 
refrefliment.  On  the  28th  of  September,  being  one  hundred  leagues  from  Spain, 
there  came  aboard  the  admiral's  fliip  abundance  of  land  fowl,  turtle-doves,  and  other 
forts  of  fmall  birds,  which  feemed  to  be  pafling  over  to  winter  in  Africk,  and  to  come 
from  the  Iflands  Azores.  He  holding  on  his  courfe,  on  Wednefday  the  2d  of  Oclober 
arrived  at  Gran  Canaria,  and  came  to  an  anchor ;  at  midnight  failed  again  for  Gomcra, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober;  and  orders  were  given  for  taking  up  with  all 
fpeed  whatfoever  the  fleet  flood  in  need  of. 

CHAP.  XLVL — How  the  Admiral,  departing  from   Gomera,  crojfcd  the  Ocean  and 

difcovered  the  Caribbee  Iflands. 

ON  Monday,  the  7th  of  Oftober,  the  admiral  continued  his  voyage  towards  the 
Indies,  having  firfl;  dcHvercd  a  commifllon  fhut  up  and  fealed,  to  every  fhip,  com- 
manding them  not  to  open  it,  unlefs  they  were  fcparatcd  from  him  by  ftrefs  of  weather; 
for  he  in  thofe  letters  giving  an  account  of  the  courfe  they  were  to  fl:eer,  to  come  to 
the  town  of  the  Nativity  in  Hifpaniola,  would  not  have  that  courfe  known  to  ajiy  without 

great 
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great  need.  Thus  falling  with  a  fair  gale  till  Thurfday  the  24th  of  Oftober,  when  be- 
ing four  hundred  leagues  weft  of  Goniera,  he  yet  met  with  none  of  the  weeds  he  had 
feen  the  firil  voyage,  when  he  was  out  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  to  the 
great  aflonifliment  of  them  all.  That  day  and  the  next  a  fwallow  flew  about  the  fleet. 
On  Saturday  at  night  the  body  of  St.  Elmo  was  feen,  with  feven  lighted  candles  on  the 
round  top,  and  there  followed  mighty  rains,  and  frightful  thunder.  I  mean,  the  lights 
were  feen,  which  the  feamen  aflirm  to  be  the  body  of  St  Elmo,  and  they  fmg  litanies 
and  prayers  to  him  ;  looking  upon  it  as  mofl:  certain,  that  in  thofe  llorms  where  he 
appears,  there  can  be  no  danger.  Whatfoever  this  is,  I  leave  to  them  ;  for  if  we  will 
believe  Pliny,  when  fuch  lights  appeared  in  thofe  times  to  the  Roman  failors  in  a 
fliorm,  they  faid  they  were  Caflior  and  Pollux,  whereof  Seneca  makes  mention  alfo  at 
the  beginning  of  his  firfl:  book  of  nature.  But  to  return  to  our  hifl:ory  ;  on  Saturday 
the  2d  of  November,  at  night,  the  admiral  perceiving  a  great  alteration  in  the  fl^y  and 
winds,  and  taking  notice  ot  the  mighty  rains,  he  concluded  for  certain  that  he  was  near 
fome  land,  and  for  this  reafon  cauied  mofl:  of  the  fails  to  be  furled,  and  ordered  all  to 
be  upon  the  watch  ;  nor  without  caufe  ;  for  that  fame  night,  as  day  began  to  break, 
they  fpied  land  feven  leagues  to  the  wellward,  which  was  a  high  mountainous  ifland  ; 
and  he  called  it  Dominica,  becaufe  difcovered  upon  Sunday  morning.  A  while  after 
he  faw  another  ifland  north-eafl;  of  Dominica,  and  then  another,  and  another  after  that, 
more  northward.  For  which  mercy,  God  had  been  pleafed  to  befl:ow  on  them,  all 
the  men  aflembling  in  the  poop,  fung  the  Salve  regina,  and  other  prayers  and  hymns 
very  devoutly,  giving  thanks  to  God,  for  that  in  twenty  days  after  departing  from 
Gomera,  they  had  made  that  land,  judging  the  diftance  between  them  to  be  between 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  and  eight  hundred  leagues.  And  finding  no  convenient 
.  place  to  come  to  an  anchor  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  Dominica,  they  flood  over  to 
another  ifland,  w-hich  the  admiral  called  Marigalante,  that  being  his  (hip's  name. 
Here  landing,  he  with  all  neceflary  folemnity  again  confirmed  the  poflTeifion  he  had  in 
his  firfl:  voyage  taken  of  all  the  iflands  and  continent  of  theWeft  Indies  for  Their  Ca- 
tholic Majefliies. 

CHAP.  XLVII.  —  How  the  Admiral  difcovered  the  Ifland  of  Guadalupe,  and  what  be 

faw  there. 

ON  Monday  the  4th  day  of  November,  the  admiral  failed  from  the  Ifland  Mari- 
galante northwards,  by  another  great  ifland,  which  he  called  St  Mary  of  Guadalupe, 
for  his  own  devotion,  and  at  the  requefl:  of  the  friars  of  the  houfe  of  that  name,  to 
whom  he  had  made  promife  to  call  fome  ifland  by  the  name  of  their  monaftery.  Before 
he  came  to  it,  at  two  leagues  diftance,  they  difcovered  a  very  high  rock,  ending  in  a 
point,  whence  guflied  out  a  ftream  of  water,  as  thick  as  a  large  barrel,  which  falling 
made  fuch  a  noife,  that  it  was  heard  aboard  the  fliips,  though  many  aflirmedit  was  only 
a  white  vein  in  the  rock,  the  water  was  fo  white  and  frothy  by  reafon  of  its  fteep  fall. 
Going  afliore  in  the  boat  to  view  a  fort  of  town  they  faw  from  the  fliore,  they  found 
no  body  there,  the  people  being  fled  to  the  woods,  except  fome  children,  to  whofe 
arms  they  tied  fome  baubles  to  allure  their  fathers  when  they  returned.  In  the  houfes 
they  found  geefe  1  ke  ours,  and  abundance  of  parrots,  with  red,  green,  blue,  and  white 
feathers,  as  big  as  common  cocks.  They  alfo  found  pompions,  and  a  fort  of  fruit 
which  iooked  like  our  green  pine-apples,  but  much  bigger,  and  within  full  of  a  folid 
meat,  like  a  melon,  and  much  fweeter  both  in  tafte  and  fmell,  which  grow  on  long  ftalks, 
like  lilie?  or  aloes,  wild  about  the  fields,  and  are  better  than  thofe  that  are  brought 
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up  by  art,  as  afterwards  appeared.  They  alfo  faw  other  forts  of  fruits  and  herbs  dif' 
fering  from  ours  ;  beds  of  cotton  nets,  that  is,  hammocks,  bows,  and  arrows,  and 
other  fuch  things,  of  which  our  men  took  none,  that  the  Indians  might  be  the  lefs 
atraid  of  the  Chriftians.  But  what  they  moft  admired  was,  that  they  found  aniron  pan  ; 
though  I  believe  that  the  rocks  and  fire-ftones  in  that  country  being  of  the  colour  of 
bright  iron,  a  perfon  of  but  indifferent  judgment  that  foutid  it,  without  looldng  farther, 
took  it  for  iron,  though  in  truth  it  was  not  fo  ;  for  as  much  as  from  that  day  to  this, 
there  was  never  any  thing  of  iron  found  among  thofe  people,  nor  did  I  hear  the  admi- 
ral fpeak  of  this.  And  therefore  I  am  of  opinion,  that  he  ufmg  daily  to  write  down 
whatfoever  happened,  and  was  told  him,  that  he  might  among  other  things  fet  down 
what  was  told  him  concerning  this  particular,  by  thofe  that  wereafliore.  And  though 
it  were  of  iron,  it  was  not  to  be  admired,  becaufe  the  Indians  of  the  ifland  of  Guada- 
lupe, being  Caribbees,  and  making  their  excurfions  to  rob  as  far  as  Hifpaniola,  perhaps 
they  had  that  pan  of  the  Chriftians,  or  of  the  other  Indians  of  Hifpaniola  ;  and  it  is 
poliible  they  might  carry  the  body  of  the  fliip  the  admiral  lofl,  to  make  ufeof  the  iron  j 
and  though  it  were  not  the  hulk  of  that  fhip,  it  mud  be  the  remainder  of  fome  other 
wreck,  carried  thither  by  the  wind  and  current  from  our  parts.  But  be  it  what  it 
will,  they  that  day  took  neither  the  pan  nor  any  thing  elfe,  but  returned  to  their  fliips. 
The  next  day,  which  was  Tuefday  the  5th  of  November,  the  admiral  again  fent  two 
boats  afliore,  to  endeavour  to  take  fome  body  that  might  give  him  an  account  of  the 
country,  and  inform  him  how  far  off,  and  which  way  Hifpaniola  lay.  Each  of  the 
boats  brought  back  a  youth,  who  agreed  in  faying  they  were  not  of  that  ifland,  but  of 
another  called  Borriquen  (now  St.  John),  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  of 
Guadalupe  were  Caribbees  or  Canibals,  and  had  taken  them  prifoners  from  their  own 
ifland.  "  Soon  after  the  boats  returning  to  fhore,  to  take  up  fome  Chriflians  they  had  . 
left  there,  found  fix  women  with  them,  who  had  fled  to  them  from  the  Caribbees,  and 
came  of  their  own  accord  aboard  the  fhips.  The  admiral  to  allure  the  iflanders,  would 
not  keep  them  aboard,  but  gave  them  fome  glafs  beads  and  bells,  and  made  them  be 
fet  afhore  againfl  their  wills.  This  was  not  done  unadvifedly,  for  as  foon  as  they 
landed,  the  Caribbees  in  the  fight  of  the  Chriftians,  took  away  all  the  admiral  had 
given  them.  Therefore  either  through  the  hatred  they  bore  the  Caribbees,  or  for  the 
fear  they  had  conceived  of  thofe  people,  awhile  after,  when  the  boats  returned  for 
wood  and  water,  the  faid  women  got  into  them,  begging  of  the  feanien  to  carry  iheni 
aboard  the  fhips,  and  giving  them  to  underftand  by  figns,  that  thofe  people  did  eat  men, 
and  make  flaves  of  them,  and  therefore  they  would  not  ftay  with  them.  So  that  the 
men  yielding  to  their  entreaties,  carried  them  back  to  the  ftiips,  with  two  children  and 
a  young  man  that  had  made  his  efcape  from  the  Caribbees,  thinking  it  Hd^er  to  put 
themfelves  into  the  hands  of  people  they  never  faw,  and  fuch  ftrangers  to  their  nation, 
than  to  remain  among  thofe  they  knew  to  be  wicked  and  cruel,  and  who  had  eaten 
their  huibands  and  children  ;  and  they  fay  they  do  not  kill  and  eat  the  women,  but 
keep  them  as  flaves.  One  of  the  women  told  them,  that  towards  the  fouth  there  were 
many  iflands,  fome  inhabited,  others  not,  which  both  fhe  and  the  other  women,  feve- 
rally  called  Giamachi,  Cairvaco,  Huino,  Buriari,  Arubeira,  Sixibei.  But  the  conti- 
nent, which  they  faid  was  very  great,  both  they  and  the  people  of  Hifpaniola  called 
Zuanta,  becaufe  in  former  times  canoes  had  come  from  that  land  to  harter,  with 
abundance  of  lads,  of  whom  they  faid  there  were  two-thirds  in  an  iOand  not  far  diftanl  ; 
and  they  alfo  faid,  that  a  king  of  that  country  whither  they  fled,  was  gone  with  ten 
great  canoes,  and  three  hundred  men,  to  make  incurfions  into  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
and  take  people  to  eat.     The  fame  women  gave  information  where  the  ifland   Hifpa- 
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ii'iola  lay  ;  for  though  the  admiral  had  inferted  it  in  his  fea-chart ;  yet  for  his  farther 
information,  he  would  hear  what  the  people  of  that  country  faid  of  it.  He  would  im- 
mediately have  failed  that  way,  had  he  not  been  told,  that  one  Captain  Mark  was  gone 
afliore  with  eight  men,  without  his  leave,  before  day,  and  was  not  yet  returned.  He 
was  therefoi-e  forced  to  fend  out  to  look  for  him,  though  in  vain  ;  for  by  reafon  of 
the  great  thicknefs  of  the  trees,  there  could  be  no  difcovering  of  them.  Therefore 
the  admiral,  that  they  might  not  be  loft,  or  be  obliged  to  leave  a  (hip  behind  to  take 
them  in,  which  might  afterwards  mifs  her  way  to  Hifpaniola,  refolved  to  ftay  there 
till  the  next  day;  and  becaufe  the  country,  as  has  been  faid,  was  full  of  great  woods, 
he  ordered  them  to  be  fought  after  again,  and  that  they  fliould  carry  trumpets  and 
muflvets  to  bring  them  to  the  noife.  Thefe  people  having  ftrayed  all  that  day,  re- 
turned to  their  fliips  without  finding  or  hearing  any  news  of  them.  The  admiral 
therefore  feeing  it  was  now  Thurfday  morning,  and  no  news  had  been  heard  of  them 
fince  Tuefday,  and  that  they  went  without  leave,  refolved  to  continue  his  voyage,  or  at 
leaft  make  fliew  of  fo  doing,  that  it  might  be  a  punifhment  to  others,  but  at  the  in- 
treaty  of  fome  of  their  kindred  and  friends,  he  flayed,  and  ordered  the  fliips  fhould  in 
the  mean  while  take  in  wood  and  water,  and  the  men  wafli  their  linen  ;  and  fent  Cap- 
tain Hojeda,  with  forty  men,  to  look  for  thofc  that  were  ftrayed,  and  pry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  country,  where  he  found  maftick,  aloes,  fandal,  ginger,  frankincenfe,  and 
fome  trees  in  tafte  and  fmell  like  cinnamon,  abundance  of  cotton,  and  many  falcons, 
and  faw  two  of  them  purfuing  the  other  birds  ;  they  alfo  faw  kites,  herons,  daws,  turtles, 
partridges,  geefe,  and  nightingales,  and  aflirmed  that  in  travelling  fix  leagues,  they  crofted 
twenty-fix  rivers,  feveral  whereof  were  vait  deep,  which  makes  me  believe,  that  the  coun- 
try being  uncouth,  they  often  crofted  the  fame  river.  Whilft  thefe  were  admiring  at 
what  they  faw,  and  other  companies  went  about  the  ifland,  feeking  the  ftragglei's,  they 
returned  to  the  fhips  without  being  met  by  any  that  looked  for  them,  on  Friday  the  8th 
of  November,  faying  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods  was  the  caufe  they  had  loft  themfelves. 
The  admiral  to  punifli  their  prefumption,  commanded  the  captain  to  be  caft  into  irons, 
and  the  reft  to  fufter  by  retrenching  their  allowance  of  provifions.  Then  he  landed 
and  went  to  fome  houfes,  where  he  faw  all  the  things  above-mentioned,  efpecially  a 
great  deal  of  cotton  fpun  and  unfpun,  looms  to  weave,  abundance  of  men's  fkulls  hung 
up,  and  baf!^:ets  full  of  mens'  bones.  Thefe  houfes  they  faw  were  the  beft,  and  more 
plentifully  ftored  with  provifions  and  other  things  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians, 
than  any  others  the  admiral  faw  in  the  iftands  at  his  firft  voyage. 

CHAP.  XLVIII.  —  Hozv  the  Admiral  departed  from  the  JJIand  Guadahipe,  and  of  fome 

Iflands  he  found  in  his  Way. 

ON  Sunday  the  loth  of  November  the  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  with  the 
whole  fleet  along  the  coaft  of  the  ifland  Guadalupe,  towards  the  north-weft  for  Hif- 
paniola, and  came  to  the  ifland  Monferatte,  calling  it  by  that  name,  becaufe  of  its 
height,  and  underftood  by  the  Indians  he  had  with  him,  that  the  Caribbees  had  unpeo- 
pled it,  devouring  the  inhabitants.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  St.  Mary  Redonda,  fo 
called  becaufe  it  is  fo  round  and  upright,  that  there  feems  to  be  no  getting  into  it  with- 
out ladders,  which  the  Indians  called  ocamaniro.  Next  he  came  to  St.  Maria  la  An- 
tigua, which  is  above  twenty-eight  leagues  in  extent.  Still  holding  on  his  courfe 
north  weft,  there  appeared  feveral  other  iflands  towards  the  north,  and  lying  north-weft 
and  fouth-eaft,  all  very  high  and  full  of  woods,  in  one  ot  which  they  caft  anchor,  and 
called  it  St.  Martin,  where  they  took  up  pieces  of  coral,  fticking  to  the  anchor  flooks, 

which 
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which  made  them  hope  they  fliould  find  other  ufc-ful  things  in  thofe  countries.  Though 
the  admiral  was  very  defirous  to  know  every  thing,  yet  he  refolved  to  hold  on  his 
courfe  towards  Hifpaniola  to  relieve  thofe  he  had  left  there  ;  but  the  weather  being  bad, 
he  came  to  an  anchor  on  Thurfday  the  13th  of  November  in  an  ifland,  where  he 
ordered  fome  Indians  to  be  taken,  to  know  whereabouts  he  was.  As  the  boat  was 
returning  to  the  fleet  with  four  women  and  three  children  the  men  had  taken,  it  met 
a  canoe,  in  which  there  were  four  men  and  one  woman,  who  perceiving  they  could  not 
make  their  efcape,  flood  upon  their  guard,  and  hit  two  of  the  Chriilians  with  their 
arrows,  which  they  let  fly  with  fuch  force  and  dexterity,  that  the  woman  fhot  a  target 
quite  through  ;  but  the  boat  furioufly  boarding,  the  canoe  overfet,  fo  that  they  took 
them  all  fwimming  in  the  water,  and  one  of  them  fvvimming,  fhot  feveral  arrows,  as  if 
he  had  been  upon  dry  land.  Thcfe  had  their  members  cut  oft",  for  they  are  taken  by 
the  Caribbees  in  other  iflands  and  gelt,  as  we  do  to  fat  capons,  that  they  may  be  more 
pleafmg  to  the  tafle.  The  admiral  departing  hence,  continued  his  voyage  weft-north- 
wefl:,  where  he  found  above  fifty  iflands,  which  he  left  to  the  northward  ;  the  biggeft 
of  them  he  called  St.  Urfula,  and  the  others  the  Eleven  thouBmd  Virgins.  Next  he 
came  to  the  illand  which  he  called  St.  John  Baptift,  but  the  Indians,  Borriquen,  and  the 
fleet  anchored  in  a  bay  on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  where  they  took  feveral  forts  of  fifh,  as 
fkate,  olaves,  pilchards,  and  fliads,  and  faw  falcons,  and  bufhes  like  wild  vines.  More 
to  the  eaftward,  fome  Chriftians  went  to  certain  houfes  well  built  after  their  fafliion, 
with  a  fquare  before  them,  and  a  broad  road  down  to  the  fea,  with  towers  made  of  cane 
on  both  fides,  and  the  top  of  them  curioufly  interwoven  with  greens,  as  is  feen  in  the 
gardens  of  Valencia.  At  the  end  of  it  ne?ct  the  fea,  was  a  raifed  gallery  or  balcony  that 
could  hold  ten  or  twelve  people,  lofty  and  well  built. 

CHAP.  XLIX.  —  How  the  Admiral  arrived  at  Hi/paniola,    ivherc  he  undcrjiood  the 

Spaniards  were  dead. 

ON  Friday  the  12th  of  November  the  admiral  came  up  with  the  north  fide  of  Hif- 
paniola, and  prefently  fent  afliore  at  Samana  one  of  the  Indians  born  in  that  part,  whom 
he  brought  out  of  Spain,  being  then  converted  to  our  holy  faith,  who  offered  to  i-educe 
all  the  Indians  to  fubmit  to  the  Chriilians.  The  admiral  continuing  his  voyage  towards 
the  town  of  Natal,  or  the  Nativity,  when  he  came  to  cape  Angel,  fome  Indians  went 
aboard  to  barter  their  commodities  with  the  Chriftians.  Coming  to  an  anchor  in  the 
port  of  Monte  Chriflio,  a  boat  that  went  aftiore  found  near  a  river  two  dead  men,  one  of 
them  feemed  to  be  young,  the  other  old,  who  had  a  rope  made  of  a  certain  fort  of 
broom,  or  fuch  like  furze  that  grows  in  Spain,  called  efparto,  about  his  neck,  his  arms 
extended,  and  his  hands  tied  to  a  piece  of  wood,  in  the  form  of  a  crofs  ;  but  they  could 
not  difcern  whether  they  were  Chriftians  or  Indians,  but  looked  upon  it  as  an  ill  omen. 
The  next  day,  being  the  26th  of  November,  the  admiral  fent  afliore  in  feveral  places  ; 
the  Indians  came  very  friendly  and  boldly  to  talk  with  the  ChriRians,  and  touching  our 
men's  fhirts  and  doublets,  faid,  fhirt,  doublet,  in  Spanifli,  to  fliew  they  knew  how 
thofe  things  were  called  ;  which  delivered  the  admiral  from  the  jealoufy  he  had  con- 
ceived on  account  of  the  dead  men  ;  judging  that  if  thofe  people  had  wronged  the 
Chrifl:ians  left  there,  they  had  not  come  fo  boldly  aboard  the  (hips.  But  the  next  day, 
when  he  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  town  of  Navidad,  or  the  Nativity,  after  midnight, 
a  canoe  came  to  the  fleet,  and  aflvcd  for  the  admiral,  and  being  bid  to  come  aboard, 
for  he  was  there,  they  would  not  do  it,  faying  they  were  refolved  not  to  go  aboard  till 
they  faw  and  knew  him.     The  admiral  therefore  was  forced  to  come  to  the  fhip's  fide 

to 
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to  hear  thetfl,  and  then  prefently  two  went  up  with  two  mafks,  which  they  gave  to  the 
admiral,  from  the  Cacique  Guacanagari,  faying,  he  fent  many  commendations.  They 
being  afked  by  the  admiral  concerning  the  Chriftians  left  there,  anfwered,  that  fome 
of  them  died  of  diftempers,  fome  parted  from  their  company,  and  fome  were  gone  into 
other  countries ;  but  that  all  of  them  had  four  or  five  wives,  though  it  appeared  by 
their  way  of  fpeaking  that  all  or  mod  of  them  were  dead  ;  yet  the  admiral  not  think- 
ing fit  to  take  any  notice  at  that  time,  fent  back  the  Indians,  with  a  prefent  of  fome 
things  made  of  latten,  and  other  baubles  for  Guacanagari  and  themfelves,  and  fo  they 
went  away  that  fame  night,  with  the  gifts  for  the  Cacique. 

CHAP.  L.  —  Ho-u)  the  Admiral  went  to  the  Town  of  Nav'idad,  or  the  Nativity  ;  found 
it  forfaken  and  burnt,  and  had  an  Interview  with  King  Guacanagari. 

ON  Thurfday  the  28th  of  November,  about  evening,  the  admiral  with  all  his  fleet 
came  into  the  port,  before  the  town  of  Navidad  or  the  Nativity,  found  it  all  burnt,  and 
that  day  nobody  was  feen  all  about  there  :  next  day  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  landed 
very  much  concerned  to  fee  the  houfes  and  fort  burnt,  and  nothing  left  belonging  to  the 
Chriflians,  but  only  ragged  deaths  and  fuch  like  things,  as  is  ufual  in  a  place  plundered 
and  deftroyed  ;  and  feeing  nobody  to  inquire  of,  the  admiral  went  with  fome  boats  up 
a  river  that  was  hard  by.  Whilft  he  was  going  up  it,  he  ordered  the  well  he  had  made 
in  the  fort  to  be  cleanfed,  thinking  to  find  gold  in  it  ;  becaufe  at  his  going  away, 
fearing  what  might  happen,  he  commanded  thofe  he  left  behind  to  throw  all  the  gold 
they  could  get  into  that  well,  but  nothing  was  found  in  it ;  and  the  admiral  that  way 
he  went  up  with  his  boats  could  lay  hold  of  no  Indian,  becaufe  they  all  fled  from  their 
houfes  to  the  woods.  Having  therefore  found  nothing  but  fome  of  the  Chriftians' 
cloaths,  he  returned  to  Navidad,  where  he  faw  eight  of  the  Chriftians,  and  three  others, 
in  the  fields  near  the  town,  whom  they  knew  to  be  Chriftians  by  their  cloaths,  and  they 
feemed  to  have  been  dead  about  a  month.  The  Chriftians  going  about  to  feek  fome 
other  tokens  or  writings  of  the  dead,  a  brother  of  the  Cacique  Guacanagari,  came  with, 
fome  Indians  to  talk  with  the  admiral.  Thefe  could  fpeak  fome  words  of  Spanifli,  and 
knew  the  names  of  all  the  Chriftians  that  had  been  left  there,  and  faid  that  thofe 
Spaniards  foon  began  to  fall  at  variance  among  themfelves,  and  to  take  every  one  what 
gold  and  as  many  women  as  they  could  ;  whereupon  Peter  Gutierres  and  Efcovedo 
killed  one  James,  and  then  they  and  nine  others  went  away  with  their  women  to  a 
cacique,  whofe  name  was  Caunabo,  who  was  lord  of  the  mines,  and  killed  them  all  ; 
then  many  days  after  came  with  a  great  many  men  to  Navidad,  where  there  was  only 
James  de  Arana,  with  ten  men  who  had  remained  with  him  to  guard  the  fort,  all  the 
reft  being  diiperfed  about  the  ifland.  The  Cacique  Caunabo  coming  up  by  night, 
fired  the  houfes  where  the  Chriftians  lived  with  their  women,  for  fear  whereof  they  fled 
to  the  fea,  where  eight  of  them  were  drowned,  and  three  died  afliore,  whom  they 
ihewed.  That  Guacanagari  himfelf,  fighting  with  Caunabo  in  defence  of  the  Chriftians, 
was  wounded  and  fled.  This  account  agreed  with  that  given  by  other  Chriftians,  fent 
by  the  admiral  to  learn  more  of  the  country,  who,  went  to  a  town  where  Guacanagari 
lay  ill  of  a  wound,  which  he  faid  had  hindered  him  from  waiting  on  the  admiral,  and 
giving  him  an  account  of  what  was  become  of  the  Chriftians  ;  among  whom  he  faid, 
foon  after  the  admiral  returned  for  Spain,  there  began  to  be  diflfenfion,  and  every  one 
would  barter  gold  for  himfelf,  and  take  what  women  he  thought  fit  ;  and  not  fatisfied 
with  what  Guacanagari  gave  and  allowed  to  be  given  them,  they  divided  into  fcveral 
parcels,  and  difpcrfed  fome  one  way  and  fome  another,  and  that  fome  Bifcainers  join- 
a  ,  ing 
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ing  together,  went  where  they  were  all  killed  ;  and  this  was  the  truth  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, which  they  might  tell  the  admiral,  defiring  him  by  thofe  fame  Chriflians,  that 
hs  would  go  fee  him,  becaufe  he  was  in  fuch  a  condition  that   he  could  not  leave  his 
houfe.     The  admiral  did  fo,  going  the  next  day  to  vifit  him,  and  he  with  great  fignsof 
furrow,  told  him  all  that  had  happened,  as  has  been  related  above,  and  that  he  and  his 
men  had  been  all  wounded  in  defence  of  the  Chriflians,  as  appeared  by  their  wounds, 
which  were  not  given  by  Chriftian  arms,   but  with  aragayas,  or  wooden  fwords,  and 
arrows  pointed  with  fifli-bones.     This  difcourfe  being  over,  he  prefented  the  admiral 
with  eight  firings  of  fmall  beads,   made  of  white,   green,  and  red  ilones,  a  firing  of 
gold  beads,  a  regal  crown  of  gold,  and  three  little  calabaflies  full  of  gold   fand  ;  all 
which  might  be  about  four  marks  weight  in  gold,  each  mark  being  half  a  pound. 
The  admiral  in  return,  gave  him  abundance  of  our  baubles,  which  might  be  worth  three 
royals,  (or  is.  6d.)  and  were  valued  by  him  above  a  thoufand.     Though  he  was  very 
ill,  he  would  needs  go  with  the  amiral  to  fee  the  fleet,  where  he  was  courteoufly  enter- 
tained and  much  pleafed  to  fee  the  horfes,  of  which  the  Chriflians  had  before  given 
him  an  account.     And  becaufe  fome  of  thofe  that  were  dead  had   mifinformed  him 
concerning  our  holy  faith,  the  admiral  was  forced  to  inftrudl  him  in  it,  and  afterwards 
would  have  him  wear  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  about  his  neck,  which  at  firfl  he  had 
refufed  to  receive. 

CHAP.  LI.  —  How  the  Admiral  left  the  Colony  of  Navidad,  and  went  to  found  the  City 

which  he  called  Ifabella. 

THE  admiral  refletling  on  the  difafler  of  thofe  Chriflians,  and  his  own  misfortune 

at  fea,  having  lofl  the  men  and  fort  afliore,,  and  his  fliip  upon  the  water,  and  that  not 

far  oil"  there  were  better  and  more  commodious  places  to  plant  a  colony  ;  on  Saturday 

the  ytli  of  December  he  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  eafl:ward,  and  about  evening  cafl 

anchor  not  far  from  the  iflands  of  Monte  Chriflo,  and  the  next  day  at  INIonte  Ciiriflo, 

among  thofe  feven  low  little  iflands,  whereof  mention  has  been  made  already,  which, 

though  they  are  without  trees,  are  neverthelefs  pleafant ;  for  in  that  winter  feafon,  they 

there  found  flowers,  and  nefts  with  eggs,  others  with  young  birds,  and  all  other  things 

that  are  feen  in  fummer.     Thence  he  went  to  anchor  before  a  town  of  Indians,  where, 

refolved  to  plant  a  colony,  he  landed  vi'Ith  all  the  men,  provifions  and  utenfils  he  brought 

aboard  the  fleet,  in  a  plain  near  a  rock,  on  which  a  fort  might  conveniently  be  built, 

where  he  built  a  town  and  called  it  Ifabella,  in  honour  of  Queen  Ifabel  or  Elizabeth. 

This  place  was  judged  very  convenient,  forafmuch  as  the  port  was  very  large,  though 

expofed  to  the  north-weft,  and  had  a  moft  delicate  river  a  bow-fliot  from  it,  from  which 

canals  of  water  might  be  drawn  to  run  through  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  beyond 

was  a  mighty  open  plain,  from  which   the  Indians   faid  the  mines  of  Cibao  were  not 

very  remote.     For  thefe  reafons  the  admiral  was  fo  eager  upon  fettling  the  faid  colony, 

that  what  with  the  fatigue  endured  at  fea,  and  what  he  here  went  through,  he  not  only 

wanted  time  to  write  day  by  day  what  happened,  according  to  his  cuftom,  but  it  happened 

he  fell  fick,  which  interrupted  his  writing  from  the  i  ith  of  December  till  the  12th  of 

March  in  the  year  1494.     During  which  time,  having  ordered  the  affairs  of  the  town 

the  befl  he  could,  for  aflFairs  abroad  he  fent  one  Alonzo  de  Hojeda,  with  fifteen  men, 

to  feek  out  the  mines  of  Cibao.     Afterwards  on  the  2d  February,  twelve  fliips  of  the 

fleet  returned   to  Caftille,  under  the  command  of  one  Captain  Anthony  dc  Torres, 

brother  to  Prince  John's  nurfc,  a  man  of  great  judgment  and  honour,  and  in  whom 

Their  Catholic  Majefties  and  the  admiral  much  confided.     He  had  all   in  writing  at 

large  that  had  happened,  as  alfo  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  what  it  required.    Not 

long 
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long  after  Hodeja  returned,  and  giving  an  account  of  his  journey,  faid,  that  the  fecond 
day,  after  he  fet  out  for  Ifabella,  he  lay  at  the  pafs  of  a  mountain,  which  was  very 
difficult  of  accefs,  that  afterwards,  at  every  league's  diftance  he  found  caciques,  who 
had  been  very  kind  to  him  ;  and  continuing  his  journey  the  fixth  day  after  he  fet  out, 
he  came  to  the  mines  of  Cibao,  where  the  Indians  immediately  before  him,  took  up 
gold  in  a  fmall  river,  as  they  had  done  in  many  others  of  the  fame  province,  where 
he  affirmed  there  was  great  plenty  of  gold.  This  news  much  rejoiced  the  ad- 
miral, who  was  then  recovered  of  his  ficknefs,  and  he  refolved  to  go  afhore,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  difpofition  of  the  country,  that  he  might  the  better  know  what  was  to  be 
done.  Accordingly  on  Wednefday  the  1 2th  of  March  1494,  he  fet  out  from  Ifabella 
for  Cibao,  to  fee  the  mines,  with  all  the  people  that  were  in  health,  both  a  foot  and  a 
horfeback,  leaving  a  good  guard  in  the  two  fhips  and  three  caravals  that  remained  of 
the  fleet,  and  caufing  all  the  ammunition  and  tackle  belonging  to  the  other  fhips  to  be 
put  aboard  his  own,  that  none  might  rebel  with  them,  as  they  had  attempted  to  do 
whilfl  he  was  fick.  Becaufe  many  having  gone  that  voyage,  upon  the  belief  that  as 
foon  as  they  landed  they  might  load  themfelves  with  gold,  and  fo  return  rich  home 
(which  gold  wherefoever  it  is  found  requires  time,  trouble,  and  labour  to  gather  it) ; 
the  thing  not  falling  out  as  they  expeftcd,  being  therefore  diflatisfied  and  offended,  as 
alfo  becaufe  of  the  building  of  the  new  town,  and  weary  of  the  difeafes,  the  climate, 
and  change  of  diet  caufed  among  them,  they  had  privately  confpired  to  revolt  from  the 
admiral,  and  taking  the  fliips  that  remained  by  force  to  return  in  them  to  Spain.  One 
Bernard  de  Pifa,  who  had  been  an  officer  of  juflice  at  court,  and  went  that  voyage  in 
the  quality  of  their  Catholic  Majefties'  comptroller,  was  the  ring-leader  and  head  of 
thefe  mutineers;  therefore  the  admiral,  when  informed  of  it,  would  not  punifh  him  any 
otherwife  than  by  fecuring  him  aboard  a  fhip,  with  a  defign  to  fend  him  afterwards  into 
Spain,  with  his  procefs  drawn  up,  as  well  for  mutinying  as  for  having  writ  a  falfe  infor- 
mation againft  the  admiral,  which  he  had  hid  in  the  (hip.  Having  therefore  ordered  all 
thefe  affairs,  and  having  left  fome  perfons  both  at  fea  and  afhore,  together  with  his  bro- 
ther D.  James  Colon,  to  look  to  and  fecure  the  fleet,  he  fet  forwards  towards  Cibao,  car- 
rying along  with  him  all  the  tools  and  neceffaries  to  build  a  fort,  to  keep  that  province 
under,  and  fecure  the  Chriflians  left  there  to  gather  gold  againft  any  attempts  or  defigns 
of  the  Indians.  And  the  more  to  terrify  them,  and  take  away  all  hopes  that  they 
might  do  in  the  admiral's  prefence  as  they  had  done  in  his  abfence  with  Arana  and  the 
thirty-eight  Chriftians  left  among  them,  he  then  carried  along  with  him  all  the  men 
he  could,  that  they  might  in  their  own  towns  fee  and  be  fenfible  of  the  power  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  be  fenfible  that  whenfoever  any  wrong  was  done  to  one  Angle  man  of 
ours  travelling  through  the  country,  there  was  a  force  of  men  to  chaftife  it.  And  to 
appear  the  more  formidable,  when  he  fet  out  for  Ifabella  and  other  towns,  he  made 
his  men  march  with  their  arms  in  rank  and  file  as  is  ufual  in  time  of  war,  and  with 
trumpets  founding  and  coloui-s  flying.  In  his  way,  he  marched  along  that  river  which 
lay  about  a  mufl^et-fhot  from  Ifabella ;  and  a  league  beyond,  he  croffed  another  lefs 
river,  and  went  to  lie  that  night  three  leagues  off,  in  a  plain  divided  into  pleafant  fields, 
reaching  to  the  foot  of  a  craggy  hill,  and  about  two  bow-fhots  high.  This  he  called 
Puerto  de  los  Hidalgos,  or  the  Gentleman's  Port  (the  Spaniards  call  paffes  on  moun- 
tains dry  ports),  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  went  before  to  order  the  road  to  be  made ; 
and  this  was  the  firft  road  made  in  the  Indies,  for  the  Indians  make  their  ways  broad 
enough  but  for  one  man  to  pafs  at  a  time.  Beyond  this  pafs  he  came  into  a  large  plain, 
over  which  he  travelled  five  leagues  the  next  day,  and  went  to  lie  near  a  great  river, 
which  the  men  paffed  upon  floats  and  in  canoes.  This  river,  which  he  called  of  Canes, 
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fell  into  the  fea  at  Monte  Chriflo.  In  his  journey  hepafled  by  many  Indian  towns, 
the  houfes  whereof  were  round,  thatched,  and  with  fuch  a  little  door,  that  he  who  goes 
in  muft  ftoop  very  low.  Here,  as  foon  as  fome  of  the  Indians  brought  from  Ifabella 
went  into  the  houfes,  they  took  what  they  liked  beft,  and  yet  the  owners  were  not  at 
all  difpleafed  ;  as  if  all  things  were  in  common.  In  the  like  manner,  the  people  of 
the  country  coming  near  to  any  Chriftian,  would  take  from  him  what  they  thought  fit, 
thinking  our  things  had  been  as  common  as  theirs.  But  they  were  foon  undeceived, 
being  told  the  contrary.  In  their  way  they  pafled  over  mountains. moft  pleafantly 
wooded,  where  there  were  wild  vines,  aloes,  and  cinnamon  trees,  and  another  fort  that 
produces  a  fruit  like  a  fig,  and  were  vaftly  thick  at  the  foot,  but  the  leaves  were  like 
thofe  of  the  apple  tree.     Of  this  fort  of  tree  the  fcammony  is  faid  to  come. 

CHAP.  LIT.  —  How  tie  Admiral  came  to  the  Province  of  Cibao,  ixihere  he  found  the 
Gold  Mines,  and  built  the  Cajlle  of  St.  Thomas, 

ON  Friday  the  14th  of  March,  the  admiral  fet  forward  from  the  river  of  Canes,  and 
a  league  and  a  half  from  it  found  a  great  river,  which  he  called  the  River  of  Gold, 
becaufe  in  paffing  it  they  gathered  fome  grains  of  gold.  Having  pafled  it  with  fome 
difficulty,  he  proceeded  to  a  large  town,  where  many  of  the  people  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains, but  mod  of  them  fortified  their  houfes,  barring  their  doors  with  fome  canes,  as 
if  that  were  a  great  defence  to  hinder  any  body  from  coming  in ;  for  according  to 
their  cuftom,  no  man  dares  break  in  at  the  door  he  finds  fo  barred,  forafmuch  as  they 
have  no  wooden  doors,  or  other  means  to  fliut  themfelves  in,  and  it  feems  thefe  bars  are 
fufficient.  Hence  the  admiral  went  to  another  fine  river,  which  he  called  the  Greea 
River,  the  banks  whereof  were  covered  with  bright  round  ftones,  and  there  he  relied 
that  night.  Holding  on  his  journey  the  next  day,  he  pafled  by  fome  great  towns, 
where  the  people  had  put  flicks  acrofs  their  doors,  like  the  others  above-mentioned, 
and  the  admiral  and  his  men  being  tired,  they  flayed  that  night  at  the  foot  of  a  rugged 
mountain,  which  he  called  Port  Cibao,  forafmuch  as  the  province  of  Cibao  begins 
beyond  the  mountain.  From  this  the  firft  mountain  they  pafled  was  eleven  leagues 
diftant,  all  which  diflance  is  a  plain,  and  the  way  direftly  fouth.  Setting  out  the  next 
day,  he  travelled  along  a  path,  where  they  were  forced,  with  much  difficulty,  to 
lead  the  horfes ;  and  thence  he  fent  back  fome  mules  to  Ifabella  to  bring  bread 
and  wine ;  for  they  began  to  want  provifions,  and  the  journey  was  long,  and  they 
fuff"ercd  the  more  becaufe  they  were  not  yet  ufed  to  the  Indian  diet,  as  they  are  now 
who  live  and  travel  in  thole  parts,  who  find  the  food  of  that  country  more  eafy 
of  digeftion  and  more  agreeable  to  that  country  than  what  is  carried  from  Europe, 
though  it  is  not  of  fo  great  nouriftiment.  Thofe  that  went  for  provifions  being 
returned,  the  admiral  pafiing  over  the  mountain  on  Sunday  the  16th  of  March,  en- 
tered the  country  of  Cibao,  which  is  rough  and  ftony,  full  of  gravel,  plentiful  of  grafs, 
and  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  in  which  gold  is  found.  The  further  they  went  inco  this 
country,  the  more  uncouth  they  found  it,  and  encumbered  with  mountains,  on  the  tops 
whereof  there  appeared  grains  of  gold  fand  ;  for  as  the  admiral  faid,  the  great  rains 
carry  it  down  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains  to  the  rivers  in  fmall  fand.  This  pro- 
vince is  as  big  as  Portugal,  and  there  are  in  it  abundance  of  mines,  and  gold  in  the 
brooks ;  but  for  the  mofl  part  there  are  very  few  trees,  and  thofe  along  the  banks  of 
rivers,  and  are  mofl  of  them  pines  and  palms  of  feveral  forts.  Now  Hojeda  having, 
as  was  faid,  travelled  that  country,  the  Indians  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  Chriftians  ; 
lio  it  happened,  that  what  way  foever  the  admiral  went,  the  faid  Indians  came  out  to 

the 
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the  road  to  meet  him,  with  prefeiits  of  provifions,  and  fome  fmall  quantity  of  gold  duft 
they  had  gathered,  after  they  underflood  they  came  for  it.  The  admiral  perceiving  he 
was  now  eighteen  leagues  from  Ifabella,  and  the  country  he  had  left  behind  very  craggy, 
he  ordered  a  fort  to  be  built  in  a  very  pleafant  and  ftrong  place,  which  he  called  the 
caftle  of  St.  Thomas,  to  command  the  country  about  the  mines,  and  to  be  a  place  of 
fafety  for  the  Chriftians  that  went  thither.  The  command  of  this  new  fort  he  gave  to 
D.  Peter  Margarite,  a  perfon  of  account,  with  fifty-lix  men,  among  whom  were  work- 
men of  all  forts  to  bi;ild  the  caftle,  which  was  built  with  clay  and  timber,  that  being 
a  fufficient  ftrength  to  keep  out  any  number  of  Indians  that  fhould  come  againft  it. 
Here  breaking  ground  to  lay  the  foundation,  and  cutting  a  rock  to  make  the  ditches,, 
when  they  were  got  two  fathoms  below  the  ftone,  they  found  nefts  made  of  hay  and 
flraw,  and  inifcad  of  eggs,  three  or  four  round  ftones  as  big  as  oranges,  as  artificially 
made  as  if  they  had  been  cannon-balls  ;  and  in  the  river  that  runs  at  the  foot  of  that 
hill  the  caftle  now  ftands  upon,  they  found  ftones  of  feveral  colours,  fome  of  them 
large,  of  pure  marble,  and  others  of  jafper. 

CHAP.  LIII.  —  Ho\v  the  Admiral  returned  to  Ifabella,  and  found  that  Soil  was  very 

fruifid. 

THE  admiral  having  given  orders  for  the  finifliing  and  fortifying  of  the  caftle,  fet 
out  for  Ifabella  on  Friday  the  2ift  of  March,  and  near  the  Green  River  met  the  mules 
going  with  provifions,  and  not  being  able  to  ftay  there,  becaufe  of  the  great  rains,  he 
iiayed  there,  fending  the  provifions  to  the  fort.     Afterwards  endeavouring  to  find  the 
ford  of  that  river  2nd  of  the  river  del  Oro,  which  is  bigger  than  Ebro,  he  ftayed  fome 
days  in  thofe  Indian  towns,  eating  their  bread  and  garlic,  which  they  gave  for  a  fmall 
matter.     On  Sunday  the  29th  of  March  he  came  to  Ifabella,  where  melons  were  already 
grown  fit  to  eat,  though  it  was  not  above  two  months  fince  the  feed  was  put  into  tlie 
ground.     So  cucumbers  came  up  in  twenty  days,  and  a  wild  vine  of  that  country  being 
pruned,  had  produced  grapes  which  were  good  and  large.     The  next  day,   being  the 
30th  of  March,  a  countryman  gathered  ears  of  wheat  he  had  fown  at  the  latter  end  of 
January.     There  were  alfo  vetches,  but  much  bigger  than  thofe  they  fowed  ;  and  all 
they  fowed  fprimg  up  above  ground  in  three  days,  and  the  twenty-fifth  day  they  eat  of 
it.     The  ftones  of  fruit  fet  in  the  ground  fprouted  out  in  feven  days,  and  the  vine 
branches'fliot  out  in  the  fame  time,  and  in  twenty-five  days  after  they  gathered  green 
grapes.     The  fugar-canes  budded  in  feven  days,  which  proceeded  from  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  climate,  not  unlike  to  that  of  our  country,  foi-  it  was  rather  cold  than  hot ; 
befides,  that  the  waters  there  afe  very  cold,  thin,  and  wholefome.     The  admiral  was 
well  enough  pleafed  with  the  air,  the  foil,  and  the  people  of  the  countrj'.    OnTuefday 
the  ift  of  April  there  came  a  meftenger  from  fort  St.  Thomas,  who  brought  news  that 
the  Indians  of  that  country  fled,  and  that  a  cacique,  whofe  name  was  Caunabo,  was 
preparing  to  come  and  attack  the  fort.     The  admiral  knowing  how  inconfiderable  the 
people  ot  that  country  were,  made  little  account  of  that  report,  efpecialiy  confiding  in 
the  horfes,  by  whom  the  Indians  were  afraid  to  be  devoured,  and  therefore  were  fo 
much  afraid  that  they  durft  not  go  into  any  houfe  where  a  horfe  ftocJ.     However 
the  admiral  thought  fit  to  fend  more  men  and   provifions,  confidering  that  fince  he 
defigned  to  go  and  difcover  the  continent  with  three  caravals  he  had  left  him,  it  was 
fit  all  things  fliould  remain  quiet  behind.     Therefore  on  Wednefday  the  2d  of  April 
he  fent  feventy  men,  with  provifions  and  ammunition  to  the  Ibrt,  twenty-five  of  which 
were  to  keep  guard,  and  the  others  help  to  make  another  road,  the  firft  being  very 

K  2  troublefome. 
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iroublefome,  as  wore  the  fords  of  the  rivers.      Thefe  being  gone,  whilfl:  the  {hips  were 
titled  to  go  upon  the  new  difcovery,  he  attended  to  order  all  things  neceffary  for  the 
town  he  was  building,  dividing  it  into  flreets,  with  a  convenient  market-place,  and 
endeavouring  to  bring  the  river  to  it  along  a  large  cut  canal  ;  for  which  reafon  he  alfo 
made  a  dam  that  might  ferve  the  mills,  becaufe  the  town  being  almoft  a  cannon-fhot 
from  the  river,  the  people  would  have  been  troubled  to  fetch  water  fo  far,  efpecially 
then  when  moft  of  them  were  very  weak   and   indifpofed,  by  reafon  of  the  fharpnefs 
of  the  air,  which  did  not  agree  with  them ;  fo  that  fome  were  fick,  and  had  no  other 
Spanilh  provifions  but  bifcuit  and  wine,  by  reafon  of  the  ill  management  of  the  captains 
of  the  fliips,  as  alfo  becaufe  in  that  country  nothing  keeps  fo  well  as  in  Spain.     And 
though  they  had  plenty  of  the  country  provifions,   yet  not  being  ufed  to  that  food  it 
did  not  agree  with  them.     Therefore  the  admiral  had  refolved  to  leave  but  three  hun- 
dred men  in  the  ifland  and  to  fend  the  reft  into  Spain,  which  number,  confidering  the 
nature  of  the  ifland,  and  of  the  Indies,  he  knew  was  fufficient  to  keep  that  country  in 
fubjeftion  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties.     In  the  mean  while,  becaufe  the  bifcuit  grew 
towards  an  end,  and  they  had  no  flour  but  wheat,   he  refolved  to  make  fome  mills, 
though  there  was  no  fall  of  water  fit  for  that  purpofe  within  a  league  of  the  town ;  at 
which  work,  and  all  others,  he  was  forced  to  ftand  over  the  workmen,  they  all  endea- 
vouring to  fave  themfelves  from  any  labour.     After  that,  he  refolved  to  fend  out  all 
the  people  that  were  in  health,  except  handicraft-men  and  artificers,  to  the  royal  plain, 
that  travelling  about  the  country  they  might  pacify  it,  flirike  a  terror  into  the  Indians, 
and  by  degrees  be  ufed  to  their  food,  fince  they  daily  felt  more  want  of  that  of  Spain, 
Hojeda  was  fent  to  command  thefe  men  till  they  came  to  St.  Thomas's,  there  to  deliver 
them  to  D.  Peter  Margarite,  who  was  to  lead  them  about  the  ifland,  and  Hojeda  him- 
felf  to  command  in  the  fort ;  he  having  taken  the  pains  the  winter  before  to  difcover 
that  province  of  Cibao,  which  in  the  Indian  language  fignifies  flony.     Hojeda  fet  out 
from  Ifabella  on  Wednefday  the  29th  of  April,  towards  St.  Thomas's  with  all  the 
aforefaid  men,  being  above  four  hundred,  and  having  paflfed  the  river  del  Oro,  appre- 
hended the  cacique  that  lived  there,  and  a  brother  and  nephew  of  his,  fending  them  in 
irons  to  the  admiral,  and  cut  oft"  the  ears  of  one  of  his  fubjects,  in  the  great  place  of 
his  town,  becaufe  three  Chriflians  coming  from  St.  Thomas  to  Ifabella,  this  cacique 
gave  them  five  Indians  to  carry  their  cloaths  over  the  river  at  the  ford,  and  they  being 
come  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  returned  to  their  town  with  them,  and  the  cacique 
inftead  of  punifliing  them,  took  the  cloaths  for  himfelf,  refufing  to  reftore  them. 
Another  cacique  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river,  relying  on  the  fervice  he  had  done  the 
Chriflians,  refolved  to  go  with  the  prifonei'S  to  Ifabella,  and  intercede  with  the  admiral 
for  them,  who  entertained  him  courteoufly,  and  ordered  that  the  other  Indians,  with 
their  hands  bound,  fhould  be  publicly  fentenced  to  die  in  the  market-place ;  which 
the  honefl:  cacique  feeing,  he  with  many  tears  obtained  their  lives,  promifing  they 
fhould  never  be  guilty  of  any  other  offence.     The  admiral  having  difcharged  them  all, 
a  man  a  horfeback  came  from  St.  Thomas's,  and  gave  an  account,  that  he  had  found  in 
that  fame  cacique  who  had  been  prifoner  in  his  town,  five  Chriflians  taken  by  his  fub- 
jeds  as  they  v/erc  coming  for  Ifabella,  and  that  he  frightening  the  Indians  with  his  horfe 
had  releafed  them,  above  four  hundred  men  running  away  from  him,  of  whom  he 
wounded  two  in  the  purfuit ;  and  that  when  he  had  pafled  the  river,  he  faw  they  turned 
upon  the  faid  Chriflians,  whereupon  he  made  as  if  he  would  go  back  againft  them,  but 
they  for  fear  of  his  horfe  all  ran  away,  left  the  horfe  fhould  fly  over  the  river. 
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CHAP.  LIV.  —  How  the  Admiral  fettled  the  Affairs  of  the  JJJand,  and  went  to  difcovcr 

Cuba,  fappofmg  it  to  be  the  Continent. 

THE  admiral  being  refolved  to  go  out  to  difcover  the  continent,  appointed  a  council 
to  govern  the  ifland  in  his  abfence  ;  the  perfons  it  confided  of  were  D.  James  Colon, 
his  brother,  with  the  title  of  prefident,  F.  Boyl,  and  Peter  Fernandez  Coronell,  regents, 
Alonfo  Sanchez  de  Carvajal,  redor  of  Bacca,  and  John  de  Luxanof  Madrid,  gentlemen 
to  Their  Catholic  Majefties.  And  that  there  might  not  want  meal  for  fupport  of  the 
people,  he  haftened  the  building  of  the  mills,  notwithflanding  the  rain  and  flood  very- 
much  obftrufted  it.  From  thele  rains,  the  admiral  fays,  proceeds  the  great  moiflare, 
and  confequently  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  ifland,  which  is  fo  wonderful,  that  they  eat 
fruit  of  the  trees  in  November,  when  they  were  bloflToming  afrefli,  which  fliews  that 
they  bear  twice  a  year.  But  herbs  and  feeds  grow  at  all  times,  and  fo  they  find  on 
the  trees,  nefts  with  eggs,  and  young  birds.  As  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil  appeared 
extraordinary,  fo  they  daily  received  frelh  advices  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  ;  for 
fome  of  thofe  the  admiral  had  fent  out  were  always  returning  with  news  of  new  mines 
difcovered,  befides  the  relation  of  the  Indians  concerning  the  great  plenty  of  gold  found 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  ifland.  The  admiral  not  fo  fatisfied,  refolved  to  go  out  to  dif- 
cover along  the  coafl  of  Cuba,  not  knowing  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  continent. 
Therefore  taking  three  fliips  along  with  him,  he  fet  fail  upon  Thurfday  the  24th  of 
April,  afternoon,  and  came  to  an  anchor  that  day  at  Monte  Chriflio,  weft  of  IHibella. 
On  Friday  he  went  to  Guacanagari's  port,  thinking  to  find  him  there,  but  he  feeing  the 
fhips  fled  for  fear,  though  his  fubje£ls  falfely  aflirmed  he  would  foon  return.  But  the 
admiral  not  caring  to  ftay  without  great  caufe,  departed  on  Saturday  the  26th  of  April, 
and  went  to  the  ifland  Tortuga,  which  lies  fix  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  :  he  lay  by  it 
that  night,  in  a  calm  with  his  fails  abroad,  the  tide  running  back  againft  the  currents. 
Next  day  the  north-weft  winds  and  currents  fetting  from  the  weft,  obliged  him  to  go 
back  to  an  anchor  in  the  river  of  Guadalquiver,  which  is  in  the  fame  ifland,  there  to 
wait  for  a  wind  that  would  ftem  the  current,  which  both  then  and  the  year  before  he 
found  to  run  ftrong  there  toward  the  eaft.  On  Tuefday  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  wind  being  fair  he  came  to  cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  thence  croflTed  over  to  the  ifland 
of  Cuba,  running  along  the  fouth  coaft  of  it,  and  having  failed  a  league  beyond  Cabo 
Fuerte,  put  into  a  large  bay  which  he  called  Puerto  Grande,  or  great  port,  the  mouth 
whereof  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  over,  and  had  much  water.  Here  he  caft 
anchor,  and  took  fome  refrefhment  of  broiled  fiftj  and  oyfters,  whereof  the  Indians  had 
great  ftore.  On  the  ift  of  May  he  continued  his  voyage  along  the  coaft,  where  he  found 
commodious  harbours,  fine  rivers,  and  high  mountains.  Upon  the  fea,  after  he  left 
Tortuga,  he  met  abundance  of  the  weeds  he  faw  on  the  ocean,  in  his  voyage  to  and 
from  Spain.  He  failing  clofe  along  the  fhore,  abundance  of  people  came  aboard  in  their 
canoes  from  the  ifland,  thinking  our  men  were  qome  down  from  heaven,  bringing  of 
their  bread,  water,  and  fifli,  and  giving  it  all  freely,  without  afldng  any  thing  for  it ;. 
but  the  admiral,  to  fend  them  home  well  pleafed,  ordered  they  Ihould  be  paid,  giving^ 
them  beads,  bells,  and  fuch  like  baubles. 

CHAP.  LV. — The  admiral  difcovers  the  Ifland  of  JajnaicOk 

ON  Saturday,  the  3d  of  May,  the  admiral  refolved  to  fail  over  from  Cuba  to  Ja« 
maica,  that  he  might  not  leave  it  behind,  without  knowing  whether  the  report  of  fuch 
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plenty  of  gold  they  heard  there  was  in  it  proved  true,  and  the  wind  being  fair,  and  he 
almoft  half  way  over,  difcovcred  it  on  Sunday.  Upon  Monday  he  came  to  an  anchor, 
and  thought  it  the  beautifulleft  of  any  he  had  yet  feen  in  the  Indies,  and  fuch  mul- 
titudes of  people  in  great  and  fniall  canoes  came  aboai'd,  that  it  was  aftonifhing.  The 
next  day  he  ran  along  the  coafl  to  find  out  harbours,  and  the  boats  going  to  found  the 
mouths  of  them,  there  came  out  fo  many  canoes  and  armed  men,  to  defend  the  country, 
that  they  were  forced  to  return  to  the  fhips,  not  fo  much  for  fear,  as  to  avoid  falling  to 
enmity  with  thofe  people.  But  afterwards,  confidering  that  if  they  fhewed  figns  of 
fear,  the  Indians  would  grow  proud  upon  it,  they  returned  together  to  the  port,  which 
the  admiral  called  Puerto  Bueno,  that  is,  Good  Harbour.  And  becaufe  the  Indians 
came  to  drive  them  off,  thofe  in  boats  gave  them  fuch  a  flight  of  arrows  from  their 
crofs-bows,  that  fix  or  feven  of  them  being  wounded,  they  retired.  The  fight  ending 
in  this  manner ;  there  came  abundance  of  canoes  from  the  neighbouring  places  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  to  fee  and  barter  provifions,«and'  feveral  things  they  brought,  and 
gave  for  the  leafl  trifle  that  was  offered  them.  In  this  port,  which  is  like  a  horfe-lhoe, 
the  admiral's  fliip  was  repaired,  it  being  leaky ;  and  that  done,  they  fet  fail  on  Friday 
the  9th  of  May,  keeping  fo  clofe  along  the  coaft  weflward  that  the  Indians  followed  in 
their  canoes  to  trade,  and  get  fomething  of  ours.  The  wind  being  fomewhat  contrary, 
the  admiz-al  could  not  make  fo  much  way  as  he  wifhed,  till  on  Tuefday  the  13th  of 
May  he  refolved  to  ff  and  over  again  for  Cuba,  to  keep  along  its  coafl,  defigning  not 
to  return  till  he  had  failed  five  or  fix  hundred  leagues,  and  were  fatisfied  whether  it 
"was  an  ifland  or  continent.  That  fame  day,  as  he  was  going  olF  from  Jamaica,  a  very 
young  Indian  came  aboard,  faying  he  would  come  into  Spain,  and  after  him  came 
ieveral  of  his  kindred  and  other  people  in  their  canoes,  earneftly  intreating  him  to  go 
back,  but  they  could  never  alter  his  refolution  ;  and  therefore  to  avoid  feeing  his  fiflei'S 
cry  aiid  fob,  he  went  wliere  they  could  not  come  at  him.  The  admiral,  admiring  his 
refolution,  gave  order  that  he  fhould  be  ufed  with  all  civility. 

CHAP.  LVI.  —  The  Admiral  from  Jamaica  rctunu  to  the  coaft  of  Cuba,Jiill  thinking  it 

to  be  the  Continent. 

THE  admiral  leaving  Jamaica,  on  Wednefday  the  14th  of  May  came  to  that  point 
of  Cuba,  which  he  called  Cabo  de  Santa  Cruz,  or  Cape  Holy  Crofs,  and  running  along 
the  coaft,  there  happened  a  great  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  which  together  with 
the  flats  and  currents,put  him  in  no  fmall  danger  and  to  very  much  trouble,  being  obliged 
at  the  fame  time  to  llruggle  againft  thefe  two  evils,  which  required  contrary  remedies ; 
for  it  is  a  proper  remedy  againft  thunder  to  ftrike  the  fails,  and  it  was  rcquifite 
to  fpread  them  to  avoid  the  flats,  and  had  this  calamity  lafted  for  eight  or  ten  leagues 
it  had  been  infupportable.  But  the  worft  of  it  was,  that  all  over  that  fea,  both  north 
and  north-caft,  the  further  they  went  the  more  low  little  iflands  they  met  with,  and 
though  there  were  trees  in  fome  of  them,  yet  others  were  fandy,  and  fcarce  appeared 
above  the  furface  of  the  water,  fome  a  league,  fome  more  and  fome  Icfs  in  compafs. 
True  it  is,  that  the  nearer  they  failed  to  Cuba,  the  higher  and  plcafanter  the  little 
illands  appeared ;  and  being  a  matter  of  difficulty,  and  to  no  purpofe,  to  give  every 
one  of  them  a  name,  the  admiral  called  them  all  in  general  Jardin  dc  la  Reyna,  the' 
Queen's  Garden.  But  as  many  iflands  as  he  law  that  day,  he  faw  many  more  and 
bigger  the  next  day  than  he  had  before,  and  not  only  to  the  north-eaft,  but  north-weft 
and  fouth-wcft  ;  infomucli  that  they  counted  one  hundred  and  fixty  iflands  that  day,  all 
parted  by  deep  chaimcb,  which  the  fliip  fiuled  through.     la  fome  of  thefe  iflands  they 
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faw  abundance  of  cranes,  in  fhape  and  bignefs  like  thofc  of  Spain,  but  that  they  were 
as  red  as  fcarlet.  In  others  they  found  abundance  of  tortoifcs,  and  of  their  eggs,  not 
unlike  a  hen's,  but  that  the  fhells  are  very  hard.  The  tortoifcs  lay  thefe  eggs  in  a 
hole  they  make  in  the  fand,  and  covering  them,  leave  them  till  the  heat  of  the  fun 
hatches  and  brings  forth  the  tortolfes,  which  in  time  grow  as  big  as  a  buckler,  or  great 
target.  In  thefe  iflands  they  alfo  faw  crows  and  cranes  like  thofe  of  Spain,  and  fea- 
crows,  and  infinite  numbers  of  little  birds  that  fung  fweetly,  and  the  very  air  was 
as  fweet  as  if  they  had  been  among  rofes  and  the  fined  perfumes  in  the  world  ;  yet 
the  danger  was  very  great,  there  being  fuch  abundance  of  channels,  that  much  time 
was  fpent  in  finding  the  way  out.  In  one  of  thefe  channels,  they  fpied  a  canoe  of 
Indian  fifliermen,  who  very  quietly,  without  the  leaft  concern  expeded  the  boat  which 
was  making  towards  them,  and  being  come  near,  made  a  fign  to  them  in  it,  till 
they  had  done  fifhing.  Their  manner  of  fifliing  was  fo  ftrange  and  new  to  our  men, 
that  they  were  willing  to  comply  with  them  ;  it  was  thus  :  they  had  tied  fome  finall 
filhes  they  call  reves  by  the  tail,  which  run  themfelves  againft  other  nfh,  and  with  a 
certain  roughnefs  they  have  from  the  head  to  the  middle  of  the  back,  they  flick  fo 
faft  to  the  next  fifh  they  meet,  that  when  the  Indians  perceive  it,  drawing  their  line, 
they  draw  them  both  together  :  and  it  was  a  tortoife  our  men  faw  fo  taken  by  thofe 
fifliermen,  that  fifli  clinging  about  the  neck  of  it,  where  they  generally  fafl;en,  being 
"by  that  means  fafe  from  the  other  fifli  biting  them,  and  have  feen  them  fallen  upon 
vafl  fharks.  When  the  Indians  in  the  canoe  had  taken  their  tortoife,  and  two  other  fiflies 
they  had  before,  they  prefently  came  very  friendly  to  the  boat,  to  know  what  our 
men  would  have,  and  by  their  diredions  went  along  aboard  the  fhips,  where  the  ad- 
miral treated  them  very  courteoufly,  and  underflood  by  them,  that  there  was  an  in- 
finite multitude  of  iflands  in  that  fea  ;  and  they  freely  gave  all  they  had,  though  the 
admiral  would  fufter  nothing  to  be  taken  of  them  but  the  fifli,  the  refl:  being. their 
nets,  hooks,  and  calabaflies  full  of  water  to  drink.  Having  given  them  fome  fmall 
trifles,  they  went  away  very  well  pleafed,  and  he  held  on  his  courfe  with  a  defign  not 
to  do  fo  long,  becaufe  he  began  to  want  provifions  already  ;  whereas,  had  he  been  well 
ftored,  he  thought  not  to  have  returned  into  Spain,  but  cafl;  about,  though  he  was  very 
much  fpent,  not  only  becaufe  he  fed  ill^  but  alfo  becaufe  he  had  not  ftript  or  lain  in 
a  bed  ever  fince  he  failed  from  Spain  till  the  19th  of  May,  when  he  writ  this,  except 
eight  nights,  when  he  was  much  indifpofed.  And  if  he  had  much  care  upon  him  at 
other  times,  it  was  doubled  this  voyage,  by  reafon  of  the  innumerable  quantity  of 
iflands,  among  which  he  was  failing,  which  were  fo  many,  that  on  the  20th  of  May  he 
difcovered  feventy-one,  befides  many  more  he  faw  wefl:-fouth-wefl:  at  fun-fetting. 
Which  iflands  or  fands  are  not  only  frightful  by  their  multitude,  appearing  pn  all  fides, 
but  what  is  yet  more  terrible,  is,  that  every  night  there  rifes  off  them  a  great  fog  eafl;- 
ward,  fo  difmal  to  behold,  that  it  feems  as  if  fome  great  fliower  of  hail  would  fall, 
the  thunder  and  lightning  are  fo  violent ;  but  when  the  moon  rifes  it  all  vaniflies,  part 
of  it  turning  to  rain  and  wind,  which  is  fo  ufual  and  natural  in  that  country,  that  it 
did  not  only  happen  all  thofe  nights  the  admiral  was  there,  but  I  faw  the  fame  in  thofe 
iflands  in  the  year  1503,  in  my  return  from  the  difcovery  of  Veragua ;  and  generally 
here  at  night  the  wind  is  north,  com.ing  off"  the  ifland  Cuba,  and  afterwards,  when 
the  fun  is  up,  it  comes  about  eafl:,  and  follows  the  fun  till  it  comes  to  the  wefl:» 
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CHAP.  LVII. — Of  the  great  fatigue  the  Admiral  underwent,  failing  among  abundance 

of  IJIands, 

THE  admiral  ftill  holding  on  his  courfe  weftward,  among  infinite  numbers  of  iflands, 
upon  Thurfday  the  2 2d  of  May  came  to  an  ifland  fomewhat  bigger  than  the  reft,  which 
he  called  St.  Mary  ;  and  landing  at  a  town,  there  was  in  it,  not  one  Indian  would  ftay 
to  talk  to  the  Chriftians,  nor  did  they  find  any  thing  in  the  houfes  but  fifli,  which  is  all 
the  food  thofe  people  live  on,  and  feveral  dogs  like  maftifls,  who  eat  filh  too.  Thus 
without  talking  to  any  body,  or  feeing  any  thing  remarkable,  he  failed  away  north-eaft, 
among  abundance  of  iflands,  in  which  there  were  many  cranes  as  red  as  fcarlet,  parrots, 
and  other  forts  of  birds,  dogs  like  thofe  before  mentioned,  and  abundance  of  thofe 
weeds  he  faw  on  the  ocean  when  he  firft  difcovered  the  Indies.  Thus  failing  among 
fo  many  fands  and  iflands  fatigued  him  very  much  ;  for  fometimes  he  was  forced  to 
fland  weft,  fometimes  north,  and  fometimes  fouth,  according  as  the  channels  would 
permit ;  for  notvvithftanding  his  care  in  founding,  and  keeping  men  upon  the  round 
top  to  look  out,  yet  the  fhip  often  touched,  and  there  was  no  avoiding  it,  there  being  no 
end  of  the  flats  on  all  hands.  Sailing  on  in  this  manner,  he  came  again  to  Cuba  to  take  in 
■water,  whereof  they  had  much  need.  And  though  there  was  no  town  where  they  put 
in,  becaufe  the  place  was  wooded,  yet  one  of  the  feamen  that  went  aftiore,  going  up 
among  the  trees  with  a  crofs-bow  to  kill  fome  bird  or  beaft,  found  thirty  people  armed 
with  fuch  weapons  as  they  ufe,  that  is  fpears  and  ftaves  which  they  wear  inftead  of 
fwords  and  call  macanas.  Among  them  he  faid  he  faw  one  clad  with  a  white  coat, 
or  a  veft  down  to  his  knees,  and  two  that  carried  him  had  them  down  to  their  feet  all 
three  of  them  as  white  as  the  Spaniards ;  but  that  he  had  no  talk  with  them,  becaufe 
being  afraid  of  fuch  a  number  he  began  to  cry  out  to  his  companions,  and  the  Indians 
ran  away  without  looking  baclO  Though  the  admiral  the  next  day  fent  people  afhore 
to  know  the  truth  of  it,  they  could  not  travel  above  half  a  league,  becaufe  of  the 
thicknefs  of  the  trees  and  buflies,  and  becaufe  all  that  coaft  is  boggy  and  muddy, 
for  two  leagues  up  the  country,  where  there  are  hills  and  mountains,  fo  that  they 
only  faw  footfteps  of  fifliermen  on  the  fliore,  and  abundance  of  cranes  like  thofe 
in  Spain,  but  bigger.  Then  failing  about  ten  leagues  weftward,  they  faw  houfes 
on  the  fliore,  from  which  fome  canoes  came  with  water  and  fuch  things  as  thofe 
people  eat,  which  they  brought  to  the  Chriftians,  who  paid  well  for  them;  and  the 
admiral  caufcd  one  of  thofe  Indians  to  be  ftopped,  telling  him  and  the  reft  by  his 
interpreters  that  he  would  let  him  go  freely  home  as  foon  as  he  had  direfted  him  in  his 
voyage,  and  given  fome  account  of  that  country.  At  which  the  Indian  was  very  much 
pleafed,  and  afl"ured  the  admiral  that  Cuba  was  an  ifland,  and  that  the  king  or  cacique 
of  the  weftern  part  of  it,  never  fpoke  to  his  fubjcfts  but  by  figns,  by  whom  all  his 
orders  were  immediately  obeyed ;  that  all  that  coaft  was  very  low,  and  full  of  fmall 
iflands,  which  was  found  to  be  too  true.  The  next  day,  being  the  nth  of  June,  to 
pafs  from  one  channel  to  another,  the  admiral  was  forced  to  have  the  ftiips  towed  over 
a  flat,  where  there  was  not  a  foot  water,  and  all  the  breadth  of  it  was  not  above  two 
(hips  length.  Bearing  up  clofer  to  Cuba,  they  faw  tortoifes  of  a  vaft  bignefs,  and  in 
fuch  numbers  that  they  covered  the  fea.  At  break  of  day  they  faw  fuch  a  cloud  of 
fca-crows  that  they  darkened  the  fun,  coming  from  the  fcaward  to  the  ifland,  where 
they  all  lighted;  befides  them,  abundance  of  pigeons,  and  birds  of  other  forts  were 
feen,  and  the  next  day  there  came  fuch  fwarms  of  butterflies,  that  they  darkened  the 
air,  and  lafted  till  night,  when  the  great  rain  carried  them  away. 
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CHAP.  I.VIII. — How  the  Jdmiral  returns  back  towards  Hifpaniola. 

ON  Friday  the  13th  of  June,  the  aJmiral  perceiving  that  the  coall:  of  Cuba  ran  far 
weft,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greatelt  dillkulty  to  fail  that  way,  by  reaibn  of  the 
infinite  multitude  of  iflands  and  fands  that  were  on  all  fides,  and  that  he  already  began 
to  want  provifions,  for  which  rcafcm  he  could  not  continue  his  voyage  as  he  had  in- 
tended, he  refolved  to  return  to  the  town  he  had  began  to  build  i!\  Hifpaniola,  and 
to  furnifli  himfelf  with  wood  and  water  ;  he  anchored  in  the  ifland  Evangelifta,  which 
is  thirty  leagues  in  compafs,  and  {e\e\\  hundred  from  Dominica.  Having  provided 
himfelf  with  what  he  wanted,  he  direded  his  courfe  fouthward,  hoping  to  get  out 
better  that  way  ;  and  failing  through  the  channel  he  faw  looked  cleareft,  after  failing 
a  few  leagues,  found  it  fliut  up,  which  did  not  a  little  trouble  and  terrify  the  men  feeing- 
themfelves  as  it  were  hemmed  in  on  all  fides,  and  dellitute  of  provifions  and  all  comfort. 
But  the  admiral,  who  was  wife  and  courageous,  perceiving  their  faint-heartednefs,  faid 
with  a  chearful  countenance,  that  he  thanked  God  for  forcing  him  back  the  fame  way  he 
came ;  forafmuch  as  if  they  had  continued  their  voyage  that  way  they  intended  to  go, 
it  might  perhaps  have  happened  they  might  have  run  themfelves  into  fonie  place 
whence  it  would  have  been  hard  getting  out,  and  at  a  time  when  they  had  neither 
fliips  nor  provifions  to  go  back,  which  at  prefent  they  could  eafily  do.  Thus  with 
great  fatisfadion  of  all  the  men,  he  returned  to  the  ifland  Evangelifta,  where  he  had 
watered,  and  on  Wednefday  the  25th  of  June  failed  thence  north- weft  towards  fome 
fmall  iflands  that  appeared  five  leagues  off".  Going  ftill  a  little  forward  he  came  into  a 
f^a  fo  patched  with  green  and  white,  that  it  looked  like  one  entire  fand,  though  there 
was  two  fathoms  water  ;  along  which  he  failed  feven  leagues,  till  he  met  another  fea, 
as  white  as  milk,  which  he  much  admired,  the  water  being  very  thick.  This  fea 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  all  that  beheld  it,  and  feemed  to  be  all  a  fiioal,  without  water 
enough  for  the  fliips,  yet  there  were  about  three  fathoms  watei*.  But  when  he  had 
failed  about  four  leagues  upon  that  fea,  he  came  into  another  fea  as  black  as  ink,  and 
five  fathoms  deep,  through  which  he  held  his  courfe  till  he  came  up  with  Cuba. 
Thence  Handing  to  the  eaflward,  with  fcant  winds,  through  narrow  channels  and 
flioals ;  on  the  30th  of  June,  as  he  was  writing  his  journal  of  the  voyage,  his  fliip  run 
aground  fo  faft,  that  neither  anchors  nor  other  inventions  being  able  to  get  it  ofl^, 
it  pleafed  God  it  was  drawn  oft'  a  head,  though  with  fome  damage  becaufe  of  its  beating 
on  the  fand.  However,  with  God's  afliltance  they  got  oS'  at  lall,  and  he  failed  on  as 
the  wind  and  fhoal-water  would  perinit,  always  through  a  very  white  fea  and  two  far 
thorns  deep,  neither  deeper  nor  fliallower,  unlefs  he  came  too  clofe  to  fome  of  the 
fands,  where  there  was  want  of  water.  Befides  which  trouble,  every  day  about  fun- 
fetting  he  was  troubled  with  mighty  fliowers,  which  rife  in  the  mountains  from  the 
moraffes  near  the  fea,  which  were  a  great  fatigue  to  him,  till  he  came  clofe  to  Cuba 
towards  the  eaft:,  the  way  he  came  at  firfl.  Thence,  as  he  had  found  before,  came  ofl:"  a 
mod  fragrant  fcent,  as  it  were  of  flowers.  On  the  7th  of  July  he  landed  to  hear  mafs, 
and  there  reforted  to  him  an  old  cacique  lord  of  that  province,  who  \\as  very  attea- 
tive  at  mafs  ;  when  it  was  ended,  by  figns,  and  the  belt  he  could  exprcfs,  he  faid  it 
was  very  well  done  to  give  thanks  to  God,  becaufe  the  foul  which  was  good  would 
go  to  heaven,  and  the  body  remain  on  earth,  but  that  the  wicked  fouls  mull  go  to 
hell.  And  among  other  things  he  Hiid,  he  had  been  in  the  ifland  Hifpaniola,  where 
he  knew  fome  of  the  chief  men  ;  that  he  had  been  at  Jamaica,  and  a  great  way  towards 
the  weft:  of  Cuba,  and  that  the  cacique  of  that  port  was  clad  like  a  pricl'l. 
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CHAP.  LIX.  —  The  great  Hunger  and  other  Calamities  the  Adjniral  and  his  Men 
endured,  and  how  he  returned  to  Jamaica. 

THE  admiral  failing  thence  on  Wednefday  the  i6th  of  July,  ftill  attended  by 
terrible  rains  and  winds,  drew  near  to  Cape  Cruz  in  Cuba,  where  he  was  on  a  fudden 
alfaulted  by  fuch  a  violent  rain  and  ftorm  as  bore  his  Ihip's  fide  under  water ;  but  it 
pleafed  God  they  immediately  (truck  all  their  fails,  and  dropped  their  befl;  anchors  ; 
but  they  took  in  fo  much  water  at  the  deck,  that  the  men  were  not  able  to  pump  it 
out,  efpecially  in  the  condition  they  were,  being  much  fpent  for  want  of  provifions  : 
for  they  eat  nothing  but  a  pound  of  rotten  bifcuit  a  day,  and  about  half  a  pint  of  wine, 
unlefs  they  happened  to  catch  fome  fifh,  which  yet  they  could  not  keep  from  one  day 
to  the  next,  provifions  in  thofe  parts  being  of  a  very  flight  nature,  and  becaufe  the 
weather  was  always  more  inclinable  to  heat  than  in  our  countries ;  and  this  want 
being  common  to  all,  the  admiral  in  his  journal  fpeaks  thus  concerning  it  :  "I  myfelf 
am  at  the  fame  allowance,  God  grant  it  may  be  to  his  honour,  and  for  Your  High- 
nefs's  fervice,  for  I  fhall  never  again  for  my  own  benefit  expofe  myfelf  to  fuch  fuffer- 
ings  and  dangers  ;  never  a  day  pafling,  but  I  fee  we  are  all  upon  the  brink  of  death." 
In  this  danger  and  diftrefs  he  arrived  at  Cape  Cruz  the  i8th  of  July,  where  he  was 
friendly  entertained  by  the  Indians.  They  brought  him  abundance  of  cazabi,  fo  they 
call  their  bread  made  of  roots  grated,  a  great  deal  of  fidi,  fiore  of  fruit,  and  fuch  other 
things  as  they  eat.  The  wind  being  contrary  to  li^il  for  Hifpaniola,  he  flood  over  to 
Jamaica  on  Wednefday  the  22d  day  of  July,  and  failed  along  weflward  clofe  under  the 
ihore,  the  country  all  along  moft  delightful  and  fruitful,  with  excellent  harbours  at 
every  league  diflance,  and  all  the  coaft  full  of  towns,  the  people  whereof  followed  the 
fhips  in  their  canoes,  bringing  fuch  provifions  as  they  eat,  and  much  better  liked  by 
the  Chriflians  than  that  they  found  in  the  other  iilands.  The  climate,  air,  and  weather 
was  the  fame  as  the  reft  ;  for  in  this  weftern  part  of  Jamaica  there  gathered  every  even- 
ing a  ftorm  of  rain  which  lafted  about  an  hour  more  or  lefs,  which  the  admiral  faid, 
he  attributed  to  the  great  woods  that  were  in  thofe  countries,  for  that  he  knew  this 
was  ufual  at  firft  in  the  Canary  iflands,  Madera,  and  the  Azores  ;  whereas,  now  the 
woods  are  cut  down  that  fliaded  them,  there  are  not  fo  great  and  frequent  ftorms  and 
rains  as  there  were  formerly.  Thus  the  admiral  failed  on,  though  with  contrary  winds, 
which  obliged  him  every  night  to  take  the  Ihelter  of  the  land,  v/liich  appeared  green, 
pleafant,  fruitful,  abounding  in  provifions,  and  fo  populous  that  he  thought  none 
excelled  it,  efpecially  near  a  bay  which  he  called  De  las  Vacas,  becaufe  there  are  nine 
iflands  clofe  to  the  land,  which  he  faid  was  as  high  as  any  he  had  feen,  and  believed 
reached  above  the  region  where  the  ftorms  bred,  yet  it  is  all  peopled,  very  fruitful 
and  pleafant.  This  ifland  he  judged  to  be  eight  hundred  miles  in  compafs,  and  when 
fully  difcovered,  computed  it  to  be  fifty  leagues  in  length  and  twenty  in  breadth. 
Being  much  taken  with  its  beauty,  he  had  a  great  mind  to  ftay  there  to  be  fully  informed 
of  the  nature  of  it,  but  the  great  want  of  provifions  we  mentioned,  and  the  leakinefs 
of  the  velTcls  would  not  permit.  Therefore  as  foon  as  the  weather  was  a  little  fair,  he 
failed  away  eaftward,  fo  that  on  Tuefday  the  19th  of  Auguft  he  loft  fight  of  that  ifland, 
{landing  over  diredlly  for  Hifpaniola,  and  called  the  molt  eaftward  cape  of  Jamaica  on 
the  fouth  coaft  Cabo  del  Farol. 
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CHAP.  LX.  The  Admiral  difcovers  the  South  Side  of  Hifpanlola,  till  he  returned  Eafl 

about  the  Town  of  Ifabella. 

ON  Wednefday  the  20th  of  Auguft  the  admiral  had  fight  of  the  fouth  fide  of 
Hifppniola,  and  called  the  tirll  point  Cape  St.  Michael,  which  was  thirty  leagues  diftant 
from  the  ealterliefl  point  of  Jamaica,  yet  at  prefent  through  the  ignorance  of  the 
failors  it  is  called  Cape  Tiburon.  From  this  cape  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  Augufl  there 
came  aboard  a  cacique,  who  called  the  admiral  by  his  name,  and  had  feme  other 
Spanifh  words,  by  which  he  was  convinced  this  was  the  fame  land  as  Hifpaniola.  At 
the  end  of  Augufl  he  anchored  in  an  ifland  which  is  called  Alto  Velo,  and  having  lofl 
fight  of  the  other  two  fliips  under  his  command,  he  caufed  fome  men  to  go  afhore  in 
that  little  ifland,  whence  being  very  high  they  might  fee  a  great  way  round  ;  but 
they  difcovered  none  of  their  companions.  As  they  were  going  aboard  they  killed  eight 
fea-wolves,  that  lay  afleep  on  the  fand,  and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and  other 
birds ;  for  that  ifland  not  being  inhabited,  nor  thofe  creatures  ufed  to  fee  men,  they 
flood  flill  to  be  killed  with  ftaves.  The  fame  they  did  the  two  following  days,  waiting 
for  the  fhips  that  had  been  aflray  ever  fmce  the  Friday  before,  fill  at  the  end  of  fix 
days  they  came,  and  all  three  together  went  away  to  the  ifland  Beata  twelve  leagues 
didant  from  Alto  Velo.  Hence  they  pafTed  on  coafling  Hifpaniola,  in  fight  of  a  delight- 
ful country,  which  was  a  plain  running  up  a  mile  from  the  fea,  fo  populous  that 
it  feemed  to  be  one  continued  town  for  a  league  in  length.  In  which  plain  there 
appeared  a  lake  five  leagues  long  from  eafl  to  well.  The  people  therefore  of  the 
country  having  fome  knowledge  of  the  Chriflans,  came  aboard  in  their  canoes,  bringing 
news  that  fome  Spaniards  from  Ifabella  had  happened  to  come  among  them,  and  that 
they  were  all  well,  which  much  pleafed  the  admiral,  and  to  the  end  they  too  might 
hear  of  his  health  and  his  company's,  and  of  his  return,  being  fomewhat  more  towards 
the  eafl,  he  fent  nine  men  to  crofs  the  ifland,  pafTing  by  the  forts  of  St.  Thomas  and 
the  Magdalen  to  Ifabella,  and  he  with  his  three  fhips  flill  keeping  along  the  coafl 
eafl  ward,  fent  the  boats  for  water  to  a  place,  where  a  great  town  appeared.  The 
Indians  came  out  againfl  them  with  bows  and  poifoned  arrows,  and  with  ropes  in  their 
hands,  making  figns  that  they  would  bind  the  Chriflians  they  fhould  take  with  them. 
But  as  foon  as  the  boats  came  to  the  fhore,  the  Indians  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
offered  to  bring  bread  and  water,  and  all  they  had,  afking  in  their  language  for  the 
admiral.  Going  hence  they  faw  in  the  fea  a  fifh  as  big  as  a  whale,  which  on  its  neck 
had  a  great  fliell,  like  a  tortoife,  and  bore  its  head,  which  was  as  big  as  a  hogfliead, 
above  water,  had  a  tail  like  a  tunny  fifh,  very  long,  and  two  large  fins  on  the  fides. 
The  admiral  by  this  fifli  and  other  figns,  perceiving  there  would  be  fome  change  of 
weather,  he  fought  for  fome  harbour  to  fecure  himfelf.  And  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber it  pleafed  God  to  fhew  him  an  ifland,  being  near  the  eafl  part  of  Hifpaniola,  called 
by  the  Indians  Adamanai,  and  the  weather  being  very  llorniy,  dropped  anchor  in  the 
channel  between  it  and  Hifpaniola,  clofe  to  a  fmall  ifland  that  lies  between  both,  where 
that  night  he  faw  the  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  which  he  faid  varied  five  hours  twenty-three 
minutes  from  Cadiz  to  the  place  where  he  was.  This  I  fuppofe  made  the  bad  weather 
lafl  fo  long,  for  he  was  forced  to  lie  clofe  in  that  very  place  till  the  20th  of  the  month, 
not  without  fear  for  the  other  fhips,  which  could  not  get  in,  but  it  plealed  God  to  fave 
them.  Being  afterwards  together  again,  on  the  24th  of  September  they  failed  to  the 
moft  eaflerly  point  of  Hifpaniola,  and  thence  paifed  over  to  a  little  ifland  lying  between 
Hifpaniola  and  St.  John  de  Borriquen,  called  by  the  Indians  Mona.     From  this  ifland 
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the  admiral  does  not  continue  the  journal  of  his  voyage,  nor  does  he  fay  how  he  return- 
ed to  Ifabella,  but  only  that  going  from  Mona  to  St.  John,  the  great  toil  he  had  gone 
through,  his  own  weaknefs  and  want  of  provifions  caft  him  into  a  dangerous  difeafe 
between  a  peflilential  fever  and  a  lethargy,  which  prefently  deprived  him  of  all  his 
fenfes  and  memory.  Whereupon  all  the  men  aboard  the  fiiips  refolved  to  defift  from 
the  dcfign  he  had  in  hand  of  difcovering  all  the  iflands  of  the  Caribbees,  and  to  return 
to  Ifabella,  where  they  arrived  in  five  days,  on  the  29th  of  September,  and  there  it 
plcafed  God  to  reftore  his  health,  though  his  ficknefs  Lifted  above  five  months,  which 
■was  attributed  to  the  great  fufferings  he  had  gone  through  during  that  voyage,  and  to 
liis  extraordinary  weaknefs  ;  for  fometimes  he  had  not  fleep  three  hours  in  eight 
days,  which  feems  almoft:  impoflible,  were  not  he  himfelf  and  his  men  witnefles  of 
the  truth  of  it. 

CHAP.  LXI.  —  How  the  Admiral fubdued  the  JJland  Hifpaniola,  and  took  fuch  Order 

that  they  might  not  revolt  again. 

THE  admiral  returning  to  Hifpaniola  from  the  difcovery  of  Cuba  and  Jamacia, 
found  there  his  brother  Bartholomev/  Colon,  who,  as  was  faid  before,  had  been 
fent  to  treat  with  the  King  of  England  about  the  difcovery  of  the  Indies.  He  return- 
ing to  Spain  with  the  grant  of  his  demands,  underftood  at  Paris,  by  Charles  King 
of  France,  that  the  admiral  his  brother  had  difcovered  the  Indies,  and  he  fupplied 
-him  with  one  hundred  crowns  to  proceed  on  his  journey.  Upon  this  news  he  made 
all  the  hafte  he  could  to  overtake  the  admiral  in  Spain  ;  yet  when  he  came  to  Sevil, 
his  brother  was  fet  out  for  the  Indies  with  feventeen  fail.  Therefore  to  fulfil  the  orders 
he  had  left  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1494,  he  went  away  to  Their  Catholic 
Majefties,  carrying  me  and  my  brother  D.  James  Colon  to  ferve  Prince  John  as  his 
pages,  as  had  been  appointed  by  the  Queen,  who  was  then  at  Valladolid.  As  foon  as 
we  came  thither,  Their  Majefties  fent  for  D.  Bartholomew  Colon,  and  fent  him  to 
Hifpaniola  with  three  fhips,  where  he  ferved  fome  years,  as  appears  by  a  manufcript 
I  found  among  his  papers,  in  which  are  thefe  words.  "  I  ferved  as  captain  from  the 
14th  of  April  1494  till  the  12th  of  March  1496,  when  the  admiral  fet  out  for  Spain, 
and  then  1  began  to  aft  as  governor  till  the  24lh  of  Auguft;  1498,  when  the  admiral 
returned  from  the  difcovery  of  Paria,  when  I  again  ferved  as  captain  till  the  iith 
of  December  1500,  when  I  returned  to  Spain."  But  to  return  to  the  admiral:  he 
returning  from  Cuba  made  him  governor  of  the  Indies,  though  afterwards  there  arofe 
a  controverfy  on  this  account,  becaufe  Their  Catholic  Majefties  faid  they  had  not 
granted  the  admiral  power  to  appoint  any  fuch.  But  to  decide  this  difference  Tiieir 
Highnefles  granted  it  a  new,  and  fo  for  the  future  he  was  called  Adelantado,  that  is, 
lieutenant  of  the  Indies. 

The  admiral  having  the  aftiftance  and  advice  of  his  brother,  took  fome  reft,  and 
Jived  in  quiet,  though  on  the  other  fide  he  met  with  trouble  enough,  as  well  from 
his  ficknefs,  as  becaufe  he  found  almoft  all  the  Indians  had  revolted,  through  the 
fault  of  D.  Peter  Margarite,  of  whom  we  fpoke  above.  He,  though  obliged  to  refped: 
and  honour  him  that  at  his  departure  for  Cuba  had  left  him  the  command  of  three 
Imndred  and  fixty  foot  and  fourteen  horfe,  to  travel  over  the  ifland,  and  reduce  it 
under  the  obedience  of  Their  Catholic  Majefties  and  the  Chriftians,  and  particularly 
the  province  of  Cibao,  whence  the  chief  profit  was  expefted,  yet  did  all  things  fo  much 
to  the  contrary,  that  as  foon  as  the  admiral  was  gone,  he  went  with  all  his  men  to  the 
great  j)lain  called  Vega  Real,  ten  leagues  from  Ifabella,  without  ftirring  to  over-run 
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and  reduce  the  ifland.     Hence  there  enfucd  difcord  and  faflions  at  Ifabclla  ;  he  endea- 
vouring that  thofe  of  the  council  inflituted   by  the  admiral,  (hould  obey  his  orders, 
fending  them  very  infolent  letters,  till  perceiving  he  could  not  fucceed  in  his  dcfign  of  , 
getting  the  whole  command  into  his  hands,  rather  than  ftay  the  coming  of  the  admiral, 
who  would  call  him  in  queflion  for  his  behaviour,   he  went  aboard  the  firft  fliips  that 
came  from  Spain  and  returned  in  them,  without  giving  any  account  of  himfelf,  or  any 
ways  difpofing  of  the  men  left  under  his  command.     Upon  this  every  one  went  away 
among  tlie  Indians  where  he  thought  fit,  taking  away  their  goods  and  their  women, 
•.^nd  committing  fuch  outrages  that  the  Indians  refolvcd  to  be  revenged  on  thofe  they 
found  alone  or  ftraggling ;  fo  that  the  Cacique  of  the  Magdalen,  whofe  name  was  Guati- 
guana,  had  killed  ten,  and  privately  ordered  a  houfe  to  be  fired  in  which  there  were 
eleven  fick.     But  he  was  feverely  punifhed  when  the  admiral  returned  ;  for  though 
he  himfcif  could  not  be  taken,  yet  fome  of  his  fubjeds  were  made  prifoners  and  fent 
into  Spain  in  four  fnips,  Antony  de  Torres  brought  on  the  24th  of  February  1495. 
Six  or  feven  more,  who  in  other  parts  of  the  ifland  had  done  harm  to  the  Chriftians 
fufiered  for  it.     The  caciques  had  certainly  killed  many,  and  would  have  deftroyed 
more,  but  the  edmiral  came  in  time  to  curb  them  all,  who  found  the  ifland  in  fuch 
diforder,  that  mod  of  the  Chrifl;ians  committed  a  thoufand  infolencies,  for  which  they 
were  mortally  hated  by  the  Indians,  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to  them.     It  was  no  diflicult 
matter  for  them  all  to  agree  to  cafl:  off  the  Spanifh  yoke  ;   becaufe,   as  has  been  faid, 
there  were  four  principal  Kings  or  caciques,  to  whom  all  the  others  were  fubjeft.    The 
names  of  thofe  four  were  Caunabo,  Guacanagari,  Behechico,  and  Guarionex  ;  and  each 
of  thefe  had  under  him  feventy  or  eighty  other  little  lords  ;  not  that  they  paid  tribute 
or  gave  any  thing,  but  were  obliged,  whenfoever  called  upon,  to  aflifl;  them  in  their 
wars  and  till  the  ground  ;  but  Guacanagari,  one  of  thefe  who  was  lord  of  that  part  of 
the  ifland  where  the  town  of  the  Nativity  had  been   built,  continued  a  friend  to  the 
Chriftians.     As  foon  therefore  as  he  heard  of  the  admiral's  coming,  he  went  to  vifit 
him,  faying,  he  had  no  way  been  aiding   or  advifing  with  the  others,   which  might 
appear  by  the  great  civility  the  Chrifliians  had  found  in  his  country,  where  one  hun- 
dred men  had  been  always  very  well  ufed  and  furnifhed  with  all  things  he  could  get 
to  pleafe  them  ;  for  which  reafon  the  other  Kings  were  become  his  enemies,  and  par- 
ticularly Behechico  had  killed  one  of  his  women,  and  Caunabo  had  taken  another, 
wherefore  he  prayed  him  to  caufe  her  to  be  rcftored,  and  aflift  him  to  re\'enge  thefe 
wrongs.     The  admiral  refolved  to  do  fo,  believing  what  he  faid  was  true,  becaufe  he 
wept  every  time  he  called  to  mind   thofe  that  had  been  killed  at  the  Nativity,  as  if 
they  had  been  his  own  children  ;  and  he  v.-as  the  more  inclinable  to  it,   confidering 
that  the  difcord  among  them  would  make  it  more  practicable  to  conquer  the  country, 
and  punifli  the  revolt  of  the  other  Indians,   and  killing  of  the  Chriftians.     Therefore 
on  the  24th  of  March  1495  he  fet  out  from  Ifabella  to  carry  on  tl:  j  war,  and  the  afore- 
faid  Guacanagari   with  him,    being  very  defirous  to  crufli   his   enemies,   though  the 
undertaking   feemed  very  difficult,   they  having  railed  above  one  hundred   thoufand 
Indians,  whereas  the  admiral  had  not  along  with  him  above  two  hundred  Chriftians, 
twenty  horfes,  and  as  many  dogs.     The  admiral  being  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
quaUties  of  the  Indians,  when  he  was  two  days  journey  from  Ifabella,  divided  his  forces, 
giving  half  to  his  brother  the  lieutenant,  that  he  might  attack  that  multitude  fcattered 
about  the  plains  in  fvvo  places,  believing  the  terror  of  hearing  the  noife  in  feveral 
places  would  put  them  to  flight  fooner  than  any  thing  elfe,  as  in  effect  it  proved.    The 
battalions  of  foot  on  both  fides  falling  upon  the  multitude  of  Indians,  and  breaking 
them  with  the  firft  difcharge  of  their  crofs-bows  and  mufkets,  the  horfe  and  dogs  fell 
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in  next  in  mofl:  furious  manner,  that  they  might  not  rally ;  whereupon  thofe  faint- 
hearted  creatures  fled,  fome  one  way  arid  fome  another  ;  and  our  men  purfuing  and 
killing  a  great  number,  made  fuch  havock  that  in  a  (hort  time,  through  God's  afliflance, 
they  obtained  a  complete  viftory,  many  of  the  enemies  being  flain,  and  others  taken, 
amono-  whom  was  Caunabo,  the  chief  cacique  of  them  all,  together  with  his  wives 
and  children.  This  Caunabo  afterwards  confefTed  he  had  killed  twenty  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  left  with  Arana  in  the  town  of  the  Nativity,  the  firft  voyage  when  the  Indies  were 
difcovered,  and  that  afterwards,  under  colour  of  friendfhip,  he  went  in  great  hafle  to  fee 
the  town  of  Ifabella,  to  obferve  how  he  might  beft  attack  it,  and  do  as  he  had  done  at  the 
Nativity.  Of  all  which  things  the  admiral  had  been  fully  informed  by  others;  and  there- 
fore to  punifli  him  for  that  offence,  and  this  fecond  revolt,  and  gathering  of  forces  he 
had  now  marched  againfl:  him,  and  having  taken  him  and  his  brother,  he  fent  them  all 
prifoners  into  Spain  ;  for  he  would  not,  without  the  knowledge  of  Their  Catholic  Ma- 
jefties,  execute  fo  confiderable  a  perfon,  being  fatisfied  with  punifliing  fome  of  thofe  that 
were  mofl:  in  fault.  The  viftory  obtained,  and  this  man's  imprifonment,  put  the  affairs 
of  the  Chriftians  into  fuch  a  good  pofture,  that  though  at  that  time  they  were  but  fix 
hundred  and  thirty,  many  of  them  fick,  and  othei's  women  and  children,  yet  in  the 
fpace  of  a  year  the  admiral  fpent  in  ranging  the  iiland,  without  being  forced  to  draw 
fword  any  more,  he  reduced  it  to  fuch  obedience,  that  they  all  promifed  to  pay  tribute 
to  Their  Catholic  Majeftics  every  three  m.onths,  that  is  all  that  inhabited  the  province 
of  Cibao,  where  the  gold  mines  were,  from  fourteen  years  of  age  upward  to  pay  a 
large  horfe-bell  full  of  gold-duft,  and  all  the  reft  twenty-five  pounds  of  cotton  a  head. 
And  that  it  might  be  known  who  had  paid  this  tribute,  there  was  a  fort  of  brafs  and 
tin  coin  ftamped,  one  of  which  pieces  was  to  be  given  to  every  one  that  paid,  and  he 
to  wear  it  about  his  neck,  that  whofoever  was  found  without  it  might  be  known  not  to 
have  paid  and  puniflied.  And  doubtlefs  this  order  would  have  proved  effectual,  had 
not  thofe  troubles  we  Ihall  fpeak  of  afterwards  happened  among  the  Chiiftians ;  for 
after  the  taking  of  Caunabo,  the  country  was  fo  peaceable,  that  for  the  future  one 
fmgle  Chrifi-ian  went  fafely  where  he  pleafed  ;  and  the  Indians  themfelves  would  carry 
him  about  on  their  fhoulders,  which  the  admiral  attributed  "only  to  God  and  the  good 
fortune  of  Their  Catholic  Majelties,  confidering  it  had  been  otherwife  impoffible  for 
two  hundred  men,  half  fick  and  ill-armed,  to  overthrow  fuch  a  multitude,  which  it 
pleafed  his  Divine  Majofty  not  only  to  bring  under  his  command,  but  to  fend  fuch 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  fuch  violent  difeaies  among  them,  that  they  were  reduced  to 
one-third  of  what  they  had  been  at  firft,  to  make  it  appear  the  more  plain,  that  fuch 
miraculous  viclories,  and  the  fubduing  of  nations  are  his  gift,  and  not  the  effeiSt  of  our 
power  or  conduct,  or  of  their  want  of  courage ;  for  though  our  men  had  been  fu- 
perior  to  them,  yet  their  multitude  might  make  amends  for  any  advantage  we  had 
over  them. 

CHAP.  LXII. — Some  remarkable  Things  in  the  IJland,  as  the  Cujloms,  Ceremonies,  and 

Religion  of  the  Indies. 

THE  people  of  the  iiland  being  brought  under,  and  converfing  more  freely  with 
our  men,  many  other  particulai-s,  and  the  fecrets  of  their  religion  were  found  out,  but 
particularly  that  there  were  mines  of  coppt-r,  azure,  and  amber  ;  as  alio  ebony,  cedar, 
frankinccnfe,  and  other  rich  gums  and  fpice  of  feveral  forts,  but  wild,  which  being 
cultivated,  might  be  brought  to  perfeclion  ;  as  for  infl:ancc,  cinnamon  of  good  colour, 
but  bitter,  ginger,  long  pepper,  abundance  of  mulberry  trees  for  making  of  filk,  which 
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bear  leaves  all  the  year,  and  many  other  ufeful  trees  and  plants  not  known  5n  our  parts. 
Befides,  the  Spaniards  were  informed  of  many  other  things  relating  to  their  ciiftoms, 
which  to  me  fecni  to  deferve  a  place  in  our  hiflory.  To  begin  with  their  religion, 
I  will  here  fet  down  the  admiral's  own  words,  writ  by  himfelf,  which  are  thefe  : 

"  I  could  difcover  neither  idolatry  nor  any  other  fe£t  among  them,   though   every 
one  of  their  kings,  who  are  very  many,  as  well  in  Hifpaniola  as  in  all  the  other  iflands 
and  continent,  has  a  houfe  apart  from  the  town,  in  which  there  is  nothing  at  all  but 
fome  wooden  images  carved,  by  them  called  cen'iies ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  done   in 
thofe  houfes  but  what  is  for  the  fervice  of  thofc  cemies,  they  repairing  to  perform  cer- 
tain ceremonies,  and  pray  there,  as  we  do  to  our  churches.     In  thefe  houfes  they 
have  a  handfome  round  table,  made  like  a  difh,  on  which  is  fome  powder,  which  they 
lay  on  the  head  of  the  cemies  with  a  certain  ceremony  ;  then  through  a  cane  that  has 
two  branches  clapped  to  their  nofe,  they  fnuft"  up  this  powder :  the  words  they  fay 
none  of  our  people  underftand.     This  powder  puts  them  befides  themfelves,  as  if  they 
were  drunk.     They  alfo  give  the  image  a  name,  and  I  believe  it  is  their  father's  or 
grandfather's,  or  both  ;  for  they  have  more  than  one,  and  fome  above  ten,  all  in  me- 
mory of  their  forefathers,  as  I  faid  before.     I  have  heard  them  commend  one  above 
another,  and  have  obferved  ihem  to  have  more  devotion,  and  fhow  more  refpefl:  to  one 
than  another,  as  we  do  in  proceflions  in  time  of  need ;  and  the  people  and  caciques  boaft 
among  themfelves  of  having  the  bell  cemies.     When  they  go  to  thefe  their  cemies 
they  fliun  the  Chriftians,  and  will  not  let  them  go  into  thofe  houfes ;  and  if  they  fuf- 
peft  they  will  come,  they  take  away  their  cemies,  and  hide  them  in  the  woods  for  fear 
they  Ihould  be  taken  from  them  ;  and  what  is  mofl:  ridiculous,  they  ufe  to  ftcal  one 
another's  cemies.     It  happened  once,  that  the  ChrilUans  on  a  fudden  rufhed  into  the 
houfe  with  them,,  and  prefently  the  cemi  cried  out,  fpeaking  in  their  language,  by 
which  it  appeared  to  be  artificially  made  ;  for  it  being  hollow  they  had  applied  a  trunk 
to  it,  which  anfwered  to  a  dark  corner  of  the  houfe  covered  with  boughs  and  leaves, 
where  a  man  was  concealed  who  fpoke  what  the  cacique  ordered  him.     The  Spaniards 
therefore  reflecting  on  what  it  might  be,  kicked  down  the  cemi,  and  found  as  has  been 
faid  ;  and  the  cacique  feeing  they  had  difcovered  his  praftice,  earneftly  begged  of  them 
not  to  fpeak  of  it  to  his  fubjefts,  or  the  other  Indians,  becaufe  he  kept  them  in  obedience 
by  that  policy.     This  we  may  fay  has  fome  refemblance  of  idolatry,  at  leaft  among  thofe 
that  are  ignorant  of  their  caciques'  fraud,  fince  they  believe  it  is  the  cemi  that  fpeaks,  and 
all  of  them  in  general  are  impofed  upon,  and  only  the  cacique  and  he  that  combines 
with  him  abufe  their  credulity,  by  which  means  he  draws  what  tribute  he  pleafes  from 
his  people.     Moll  of  the  caciques  have  three  great  ftones  alfo,  to  which  they  and  their 
people  Ihew  a  great  devotion.     The  one  they  fay  helps  the  corn  and  all  forts  of  grain  ; 
the  fecond  makes  women  be  delivered  without  pain  ;  and  the  third  procures  rain  or 
fair  weather,  according  as  they  ftand  in  need  of  either.     I  fent  Your  Highnefs  three 
of  thefe  Hones  by  Antony  de  Torres,  and  have  three   more  to  carry  along  with  me. 
"When  thefe  Indians  die,  they  have  feveral  ways  of  performing  their  obfequies,  but  the 
manner  of  burying  their  caciques  is  thus  :  they  open  and  dry  him  at  the  fire,  that  he 
may  keep  whole.     Of  others  they  take  onlv  the  head,   others  they  bury  in  a  grot  or 
den,  and  lay  a  calabafh  of  water  and  bread  on  his  head  ;  others  they  burn  in  the  houfe 
where  they  die,  and  when  they  are  at  the  laft  gafp,  they  fuffer  them  not  to  die  but 
flrangle  them  ;  and  this  is  done  to  caciques.     Others  are  turned  out  of  the  houfe,  and 
others  put  them  into  a  hammock,  which  is  their  bed,  laying  bread  and  water  by  their 
head,  never  returning  to  fee  them  any  more.     Some  that  are  dangeroufly  ill  are  car- 
ried to  the  cacique,  who  tells  them  whether  they  arc  to  be  itrangled  or  not,  and  what 
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he  fays  is  done.  I  have  taken  pains  to  find  out  what  it  is  they  believe,  and  whether 
they  know  what  becomes  of  them  after  they  are  dead  ;  efpccially  I  enquired  of  Cau- 
nabo  who  was  the  chiefeft  King  in  Hifpaniola,  a  man  in  years,  knowing,  and  of  a 
moft  piercing  wit.  He  and  the  reft  anfwered,  that  they  go  to  a  certain  vale,  which 
every  great  cacique  fuppofes  to  be  in  his  country,  where  they  affirni  they  find  their 
parents,  and  all  their  predeceflbrs,  and  that  they  eat,  have  women,  and  give  theni- 
felves  up  to  plcafures  and  pafiimes,  as  appears  more  at  large  in  the  following  account, 
in  which  I  ordered  one  F.  Roman,  who  underftood  their  language,  to  fet  dov/n  all 
their  ceremonies  and  antiquities,  though  there  are  fo  many  fables  that  nothing  can  be 
made  of  it,  but  that  they  have  all  fome  regard  to  a  future  uate,  and  hold  the  immorta- 
lity of  the  foul." 

The  Manufcript  of  F.  Roman,  concerning  i/je  Antiquities  of  the  Indians,   which  he,  as 
being  frilled  in  their  Tongue,  has  carefully  gathered  by  order  of  the  Admiral. 

I  F.  Roman,  a  poor  anchorite  of  the  order  of  St.  Jerome,  by  order  of  the  mofl 
illuftrious  lord  admiral,  viceroy  and  governor  of  the  iflands  and  continent  of  the  In- 
dies, write  what  I  could  hear  and  learn  of  the  belief  and  idolatry  of  the  Indians,  and 
how  they  ferve  their  Gods.  Every  one  obferves  fome  particular  way  and  fuperfiition 
and  worfhipping  idols,  which  they  call  cemies.  They  think  there  is  an  immortal 
being,  like  heaven,  invifible,  and  that  has  a  mother,  but  has  no  beginning,  and  this 
being  they  call  Jocakuvague  Maorocon,  and  its  mother  they  call  Atabei,  lermaoguacar, 
Apito  and  Zuimaco,  which  are  feveral  names.  Thofe  I  here  write  of  are  the  people 
of  the  ifland  Hifpaniola,  for  I  know  nothing  of  the  others,  having  never  been  in 
them.  They  alfo  know  whence  they  came,  the  original  of  the  fun  and  moon,  how 
the  fca  was  made,  and  whither  the  dead  go.  And  they  believe  the  dead  appear  to 
them  upon  the  roads  when  any  of  them  go  alone,  for  when  there  are  a  great  many  to- 
gether they  do  not  appear  to  them.  All  this  their  anceflors  have  made  theui.  believe, 
for  they  can  neither  read  nor  tell  beyond  ten. 

CHAP.  I.  —  Whence  the  Indians  came,  and  after  ivhat  Manner. 

THERE  is  a  province  in  Hifpaniola  called  Caanan,  in  which  there  is  a  mountain 
called  Canta,  where  there  are  two  grots  or  caverns  ;  the  one  called  Cacibagiagua,  the 
other  Aniaiauva ;  mofl  of  the  people  that  firft  inhabited  the  illand  came  out  of  Caciba- 
giagua. Thefe  being  in  thofe  caverns,  kept  watch  by  night,  and  one  Marocael  had 
the  charge  of  if,  who  coming  one  day  too  late  to  the  door,  they  fay  the  fun  took  him 
away.  Seeing  therefore  that  the  fun  had  carried  him  away  for  his  negled,  they  fhut 
the  door  againft  him,  and  fo  he  was  turned  into  a  ftone  near  the  door.  Then  they 
fay,  that  others  going  a  fifhing  were  taken  by  the  fun,  and  became  trees,  by  them 
called  Jobi,  but  otherwife  Mirabolans. 

The  reafon  why  Marocael  watched  and  warded,  was  to  obferve  whether  he  would 
fend  and  diflribute  the  people,  and  it  appears  he  ftaid  to  his  own  harm. 

CHAP.  II.  —  Hoiv  the  Men  parted  from  the  Women. 

IT  happened  that  one  Guagugiana  bid  another,  whofe  name  was  Giadruvava,  go 
and  gather  an  herb  called  digo,  wherewith  they  cleanfe  their  body  when  they  go  to 
wafh.     He  went  out  before  day,  the  fun  took  him  by  the  way,  aiad  he  became  a  bird 
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that  fings  in  the  morning,  like  the  nightingale,  and  is  called  giahuba  bagiaci.  Guagu- 
giana  perceiving  he  did  not  return,  whom  he  had  fent  to  gather  digo,  refolvcd  to  go 
out  of  the  aforefaid  grot  Cacibagiagua. 

CHAP.  III. 

GUAGUGIANA  refolved  to  go  away  in  a  pafiion,  feeing  they  did  not  return 
whom  he  had  fent  to  gather  digo  to  wafli  him,  and  faid  to  the  women,  leave  your 
hu(bands,  and  let  us  go  into  other  countries,  and  we  Ihall  get  jewels  enough.  Leave 
your  children,  and  let  us  only  carry  the  herbs  along  with  us,  and  we  will  come  again 
for  them. 

CHAP.  IV. 

GUAGUGIANA  fet  out  with  all  the  women,  and  went  to  feek  another  country, 
and  came  to  Matinino,  where  he  immediately  left  the  women,  and  went  into  another 
country,  called  Guanin,  having  left  the  children  by  a  brook.  Afterwards,  when 
hunger  began  to  pinch  them,  they  fay  they  cried,  and  called  their  mothers,  that  were 
gone ;  and  the  fathers  could  not  relieve  the  children,  who  for  hunger,  called  their 
mothers,  faying,  "  ma,  ma,"  to  fpeak,  but  in  truth  to  beg  of  the  earth.  And  they 
thus  crying  and  begging  of  the  earth,  faying,  "  too,  too,"  hke  one  that  very  earneftly 
begs  a  thing,  they  were  transformed  into  little  creatures  like  dwarfs,  and  called 
tona,  becaufe  of  their  begging  of  the  earth.  And  thus  all  the  men  were  left  without 
■women. 

CHAP.  V. 

THAT  there  went  women  again  to  the  faid  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  formerly  called 
Aiti,  and  fo  the  inhabitants  of  it  are  called,  and  the  other  iflands  called  them  Bouchi : 
and  forafmuch  as  they  have  no  letters,  nor  way  of  writing,  they  can  give  no  good  ac- 
count how  they  understand  this  ftory  of  their  anceftors,  and  therefore  they  do  not  agree 
in  what  they  fay,  nor  is  what  they  relate  to  be  put  into  any  order.  When  Guagugiana, 
who  carried  away  all  the  women  went  off,  he  took  with  him  the  wives  of  his  cacique, 
whofe  name  was  Anacacugia,  deceiving  them  as  he  had  done  the  others.  Befides,  a 
kinfman  of  Guagugiana,  who  followed  him,  went  upon  the  fea,  and  Guagugiana 
faid  to  his  kinfman,  when  he  was  in  the  canoe,  look  what  a  fine  cobo  there  is  in  the 
water,  which  cobo  is  the  fea-fnail,  or  periwinkle ;  and  he  looking  down  for  the  cobo, 
Guagugiana  his  kinfman  took  him  by  the  feet  and  threw  him  into  the  fea,  and  fo  took 
all  the  women  to  himfelf,  and  left  thofe  at  Matinino,  where  it  is  faid  there  are  none 
but  women  to  this  day  ;  and  he  went  away  to  another  ifland  called  Guanin,  and  it  was 
fo  called  for  what  he  carried  to  it  when  he  went  thither. 

CHAP.  VI. 

THAT  Guagugiana  returned  to  the  fame  Canta,  whence  he  had  carried  the  women  : 
they  fay  that  Guagugiana  being  in  that  country  whither  he  went,  faw  he  had  left  a 
woman  in  the  fea,  at  which  he  was  not  -pleafed,  and  looked  about  where  to  wafli  him- 
felf, being  full  of  thofe  blotches  we  call  the  French  pox.  The  woman  put  him  into 
a  guanara,  that  is,  a  by-place  j  and  being  there,  he  was  healed  of  his  fores. 

VOL.  XII.  M  After' 
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Afterwards  he  afked  her  leave  to  go  his  way,  and  fhe  gave  it  him.  This  woman's- 
name  was  Guabonito ;  and  Guagugiana  changed  his  name,  calling  himfelf  from  that 
time  forwards,  Biberoci  Guahagiona.  And  the  woman  Guabonito  gave  Biberoci 
Guahagiona  much  Guanine  and  Gibe,  that  he  might  carry  them  tied  to  his  arms ;  for 
in  thofe  countries,  the  Colecibi  are  of  ftone,  very  like  marble,  and  they  wear  theni 
about  their  wrlfls  and  necks  ;  and  the  Guanini's  wear  them  at  their  ears,  making  holes 
in  them  when  they  are  little,  and  they  found  like  fine  mettle.  They  fay,  that  Guabo- 
nito, Albeborael,  Guahagiona,  and  the  father  of  Albeborael,  were  the  firlt  of  thefe 
Guanini's.  Guahagiona  ftaid  in  that  country  with  the  father,  called  Hiauna,  his  fon 
from  his  father  took  the  name  Hia  Guaili  Guanin,  which  fignifies  fon  of  Hiauna,  and 
from  henceforward,  was  called  Guanin,  and  is  fo  to  this  day.  And  they  not  knowing 
how  to  write,  cannot  give  a  good  account  of  thefe  fables,  nor  can  I  write  them  well  ; 
wherefore  1  believe,  I  mention  the  laft  firft  and  the  firft  lafl.  But  all  I  write  is  related 
by  them,  and  fo  I  deliver  it  as  I  had  it  from  the  people  of  the  country. 

CHAP.  VII.  —  How  Women  came  again  to  fhe  afore/aid  JJIand  Aiti,  tiow  called  Hif- 

paniola. 

THEY  fay  the  men  went  one  day  to  wafh  themfelves,  and  when  they  were  in  the 
water  it  rained  much,  and  they  were  very  defirous  to  have  women  ;  and  that  very 
often,  when  it  rained,  they  had  gone  to  feek  out  the  track  of  their  women,  and  could 
find  no  news  of  them  ;  but  they  fay,  that  as  they  were  wafliing  themfelves  that  day, 
they  faw  fall  down  from  the  trees,  as  it  were  Aiding  down  the  branches,  the  fhape  of 
people,  which  were  neither  men  nor  women,  nor  had  the  fecrct  parts  of  men  or 
women,  which  they  went  to  catch,  but  they  fled  as  fwift  as  if  they  had  been  eagles. 
Therefore  by  order  of  their  cacique,  they  called  two  or  three  men,  fince  they  them- 
felves could  not  catch  them,  to  watch  how  many  there  were  of  them,  and  find  out 
for  each  of  them  a  man  that  was  Caracaracoli ;  for  thofe  men  had  rough  hands,  and 
therefore  would  hold  fall:.  They  told  the  cacique  they  were  four,  and  io  they  took 
four  men  that  were  Caracaracoli,  which  is  a  diftemper  like  the  itch,  that  makes  the 
body  very  rough.  When  they  had  taken  thofe  creatures,  they  held  a  council  about 
them,  how  to  make  them  women,  fince  they  had  neither  the  privities  of  man  or 
woman. 

CHAP.  VIII.  —  How  they  found  the  Way  to  make  Women. 

THEY  fought  out  a  bird  called  turiri,  formerly  turire  cahuvail,  that  is,  a  wood- 
pecker, that  makes  holes  in  trees,  and  taking  thofe  creatures  that  had  neither  the 
parts  of  man  nor  woman,  tied  them  hands  and  feet,  and  bound  the  iiiid  bird  to  their 
body  ;  the  which  bird  taking  them  to  be  trees,  began  to  work  as  it  ufes,  pecking  and 
boring  that  part  where  women's  privities  fliould  be ;  and  thus  fay  the  antienteft  In- 
dians, they  came  to  have  women.  I  writing  in  hafle,  and  not  having  paper  enough, 
could  not  place  every  thing  rightly,  but  through  miftake  traufpofed  fome ;  but 
the  miftake  is  not  great,  for  they  believe  all  that  is  here  writ.  Let  us  now  return  to 
what  we  fliould  have  faid  firft,  that  is,  their  opinion  concerning  the  original  and  begin- 
ning of  the  fea. 


CHAP. 
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CJHAP.  IX.  —  How  they  fay  the  Sea  was  made. 

THERE  was  a  man  they  call  Giaia,  whofe  right  name  they  know  not,  his  fon  was 
called  Giaiael,  that  is,  Giaia's  fon.  This  Giaiael  intending  to  kill  his  father,  he  ha- 
nifhed  him,  where  he  remained  an  outlaw  four  months  ;  after  which  his  father  killed 
him,  put  his  bones  into  a  calabadi,  and  hung  it  to  the  top  of  his  houfe,  where  it  con- 
tinued fome  time.  It  happened  that  being  defirous  to  fee  his  fon,  Giaia  one  day  faid  to 
his  wife,  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  our  fon  Gaiael,  and  flie  was  content.  Taking  down  the 
ciilabafh,  he  turned  it  over  to  fee  his  fon's  bones,  and  there  came  out  of  it  abundance 
of  great  and  fmall  fiflies.  Perceiving  that  the  bones  were  turned  into  filhes,  they  re- 
folved  to  eat  them.  Now  they  fay,  that  one  day,  when  Giaia  was  gone  to  his  Conichi, 
that  is,  his  lands  he  had  by  inheritance,  there  came  four  fons  of  a  certain  woman, 
called  Itiba  Tahuvava,  all  born  at  one  birth  ;  for  the  faid  woman  dying  in  labour, 
they  cut  her  open,  and   took  out   the  faid  fons  ;     and  the  firfh   they  cut  was  Cara- 

caracol,  that  is,  Mangy  j    which  Caracaracol  had  to  name the  others  had 

no  name. 

CHAP.  X. 

HOW  the  four  fons  of  Itiba  Tahuvara,  who  died  in  labour,  went  to  take  down 
Giaia's  calabafh  ;  in  which  was  his  fon  Giaiael  who  had  been  converted  into  filh,  and 
none  of  them  durft  lay  hold  of  it  but  Dimivan  Caracaracol,  who  unhung  it ;  and  they 
all  eat  their  belly  full  of  fifli,  but  whilft  they  were  eating,  they  perceived  Giaia  was 
coming  from  his  eftate,  and  going  about  in  that  hurry  to  hang  up  the  calabafii  ;  they 
did  not  hang  it  right,  fo  that  there  ran  fo  much  water  from  it,  as  overflowed  all  the 
country,  and  with  it  came  out  abundance  of  fifli ;  and  hence  they  believe  the  fea  had 
its  original.  Afterwards  they  went  and  met  with  a  man  whofe  name  was  Cone,  and 
he  was  dumb. 

CHAP.   XI.  —  What  happened  to  the  Four  Brothers ,  tvhcn  they  fled  from  Giaia. 

AS  foon  as  they  came  to  Baflamanaco's  door,  and  found  he  brought  cazzabi,  they 
faid,  Ahiacavo  Gearocoel  ;  that  is,  let  us  be  acquainted  with  this  grandfire  of  ours.  So 
Demivan  Caracari.col,  feeing  his  brothers  before  him,  went  in  to  try  whether  he  could 
get  fome  cazzabi,  which  is  the  bread  they  eat  there.  Caracaracol  going  into  the 
houfe  of  Aiamavaco,  afked  fome  cazzabi  of  him,  which,  as  has  been  faid,  is  bread. 
He  clapt  his  hand  on  his  nofe,  and  threw  on  him  a  guanguaio,  full  of  cogioba,  which 
he  had  made  that  day,  and  is  a  fort  of  powder  they  take  fometimes  to  purge  them, 
and  for  other  purpofes  you  fhall  know  hereafter.  This  they  take  through  a  cane  half 
a  cubit  long,  one  end  whereof  they  put  to  their  nofe,  and  the  other  to  the  powder, 
and  fo  fnuff  it  up,  which  purges  them  very  much.  So  he  gave  him  that  guanguaio 
inftead  of  bread,  and  leaving  what  he  was  about,  went  away  very  angry  becaufe  they 

aflced  it  of  him. After  this,  Caracaracol  returned  to  his  brothers,  and  told  them 

what  had  happened  to  him  with  Baiamanicoel,  and  the  ftroke  he  gave  him  on  the 
fhoulder  with  the  guanguaio,  and  that  it  pained  him  very  much.  His  brothers  looked 
upon  his  flioulder,  and  perceived  it  was  much  fwollen,  which  fwelling  increafed  io 
much,  that  he  was  like  to  die.  Therefore  they  endeavoured  to  cut  it  open,  and  could 
not ;  but  taking  an  inftrument  of  (tone,  they  opened  it,  and  out  came  a  live  female 

M  2  tortoife  ; 
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lortoife ;  fo  they  built  their  houfe,  and  bred  up  the  tortolfc.  I  underflood  no  more 
of  this  matter,  and  what  we  have  writ  fignifies  but  Httle.  They  lay  further,  that  the 
fun  and  moon  came  out  of  a  grotto,  that  is  in  the  country  of  a  cacique,  whofe  name 
is  Maucia  Tiuvel,  and  the  grotto  is  called  Giovovava  ;  and  they  pay  a  great  venera- 
tion to  it,  and  have  painted  it  all  after  their  fafliion,  without  any  figure,  but  leaves 
and  the  like.  In  the  faid  grotto,  there  were  two  little  ftone  cemies,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  yard  long,  their  hands  bound,  and  they  looked  as  if  they  fweated.  Thefe  cemies 
they  honoured  very  much  ; '  and  when  they  wanted  rain,  they  fay  they  ufed  to  go  vifit 
them,  and  they  prefently  had  it.  One  of  the  cemies  is  by  them  called  Boniaiel,  the 
other  Maroio. 

CHAP.  XII.  —  W/jat  their  Opinion  is  concerning  the  ivandering  of  the  Dead,  after  ivhat 

Manner  they  are  and  what  they  do. 

THEY  hold  there  is  a  place  to  which  the  dead  go,  called  Coaibai,  and  lying  in  a 
part  of  the  ifland  known  by  the  name  of  Soraia.  The  firft  that  was  in  Coaibai,  they 
fay  was  one  Machetaurie  Guaiava,  who  was  lord  ol  the  faid  Coaibai,  the  habitation  and 
dwelling-place  of  the  dead* 

CHAP.   XIII.  — 0///^^  Figure  they  ajftgnthc  Dead. 

THEY  fay  they  are  fhut  up  in  the  day,  and  walk  abroad  In  the  night ;  that  they  feed 

on  a  certain  fruit  called  guabazza,  which  taftes  like ,  that  in  the   day-time  they 

are ,  and  at  night  were  converted  into  fruit,  and  that  they  feaft,  and  go  about 

with  the  living  ;  and  thus  It  Is  they  know  them  :  they  feel  their  belly,  and  if  they  can- 
not find  their  navel,  they  fay  they  are  dead  ;  for  they  fay  the  dead  have  no  navel ;  and 
therefore  they  are  fometimes  deceived,  when  they  do  not  obferve  this,  and  lie  with  fome 
of  the  women  of  Coaibai,  whom  when  they  think  they  have  in  their  arms,  they  have 
none,  becaufe  they  vanifh  of  a  fudden.  1  his  they  ftill  believe  as  to  this  aflair.  Whilft  a 
man  is  living,  they  call  the  foul  goeiz,  and  when  dead  opia,  which  goeiz  they  fay  often 
appears  to  them,  as  well  in  the  Ihape  of  a  man  as  of  a  woman  ;  and  they  fay  there 
have  been  men  that  would  fight  with  it,  and  when  they  came  to  clofe  it  vaniflied,  and 
the  man  clapped  his  arms  elfewhere  about  fome  tree,  to  which  he  clung  faft.  This 
they  believe  all  in  general,  great  and  fmall,  and  that  it  appears  to  them  in  the  fliape  of 
their  father,  mother,  brother,  kindred,  or  any  other.  The  fruit  they  fay  the  dead  feed 
on  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  quince.  The  dead  do  not  appear  to  them  in  the  day-time, 
but  always  at  night ;  and  therefore  if  any  one  ventures  to  go  abroad  at  night,  it  is 
with  great  fear. 

CHAP.  XIV.  —  Whence  they  ha-ve  this,  and  ivho  makes  them  hold  fuch  an  Opinion. 

THERE  is  a  fort  of  men  among  them  called  Bohutis,  who  have  many  juggling 
tricks,  as  we  fliall  fay  hereafter,  to  make  them  believe  they  talk  with  the  dead,  that 
they  know  all  their  aftions  and  fecrcts,  and  when  they  are  fick,  cure  them.  Thus  they 
impofe  upon  them,  which  I  have  fejn  with  my  own  eyes  ;  though  as  to  the  other  par- 
ticulars I  relate  only  what  I  have  heard  from  many  of  them,  efpecially  the  principal 
men,  wlth'whom  I  convcrfed  more  than  with  others  ;  for  thefe  believe  fuch  fables  more 
firmly  than  the  others,  for  they  have  all  their  fuperflltion  srcduced  into  old  fongs,  and 
are  direi^ed  by  them,  as  the  Moors  are  by  the  Alcoran.     When  they  fing  thefe  fongs 

2  they 
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they  play  upon  an  inflrument  called  maiohavan,  made  of  wood,  hollow,  flrong,  yet 
very  thin,  and  as  long  as  a  man's  arm  ;  that  part  where  they  play  on  it  is  made  like  a 
fmith's  tongs,  and  the  other  end  like  a  club,  fo  that  it  looks  like  a  calabafli  with  a  long 
neck.  This  inflrument  they  play  on,  and  is  fo  loud,  that  it  is  heard  a  league  and  a 
half  off;  and  to  that  mufic  they  fing  thofe  fongs  they  have  got  by  heart.  The  chief 
men  play  on  it,  who  learn  it  from  their  infancy,  and  fo  fing  to  it  according  to  their 
cuflom.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  many  other  ceremonies  and  cufloms  of  thefe 
Gentiles. 

CHAP.  XV.  —  Of  the  Ohfervatiom  of  the  Indian  Buhuitihm  ;  how  they  profcfs  PoyfiCf 
teach  the  People,  and  are  often  deceived  in  their  Cures. 

ALL,  or  mofl  of  the  people  of  the  illand  of  Hifpaniola  have  abundance  of  cemies 
of  feveral  forts:  fome  have  their  father,  mother,  kindred  and  predeceffors;  fome  fi- 
gures cut  in  ftone  and  wood,  and  many  of  both  forts,  fome  that  fpeak,  others  that 
caufe  things  to  grow,  fome  that  eat,  and  others  that  caufe  rain,  and  others  that  make 
the  wind  blow;  which  things  thofe  ignorant  people  believe  the  idols  perform,  or  rather 
thofe  devils^  they  having  no  knowledge  of  our  holy  faith.  When  any  one  is  fick 
they  bring  him  to  buhuitihu,  that  is,  as  was  faid  above,  the  phyfician.  The  doQor  is 
obliged  to  be  dieted  as  the  fick  man  is,  and  to  look  like  him,  which  is  done  thus:  he 
is- to  purge  himfelf  as  the  fick  man  does,  which  is  done  by  fnufling  a  certain  powder, 
called  cohoba,  up  his  nofe,  which  makes  him  drunk,  that  he  knows  not  what  he  does, 
and  fo  fays  many  extravagant  things  which  they  affirm  is  talking  with  the  cemies,  and 
that  they  tell  them  how  the  ficknefs  came. 

CHAP.  XVL  —  What  thefe  Biihuitihus  do. 

WHEN  they  go  to  vifit  any  fick  body,  before  they  fet  out  from  their  houfe,  they 
take  the  foot  off  a  pot,  or  pounded  charcoal,  and  black  all  their  face,  to  make  the 
fick  man  believe  what  they  pleafe  concerning  his  diflemper.  Then  they  take 
fome  fmall  bones,  and  a  little  flefh,  and  wrapping  them  all  up  in  fomething  that  they 
may  not  drop,  put  them  in  their  mouth,  the  fick  man  being  before  purged  with  the 
powder  aforefaid.  When  the  phyfician  is  come  into  the  fick  man's  houfe,  he  fits  down, 
and  all  perfons  are  filent;  and  if  there  are  any  children,  they  put  them  out,  that  they 
may  not  hinder  the  Buhuitihu  in  performing  his  office;  nor  does  there  remain  in  the 
houfe  any  but  one  or  two  of  the  chief  perfons:  being  thus  by  themfelves,  they  take 

fome  of  the  herb  gioia broad,  and  another  herb,  wrapped  up  in  the  web  of 

an  onion  half  a  quarter  long  ;  one  of  the  gioias  and  the  other  they  hold,  and  drawing 
it  in  their  hands  they  bruife  it  into  a  parte,  and  then  put  it  in  their  mouths  to  vomit 
what  they  have  eaten,  that  it  may  not  hurt  them ;  then  prefently  begins  their  fong, 
and  lighting  a  torch,  take  the  juice.  This  done,  having  flayed  a  little,  the  buhuitihu 
rifes  up,  and  goes  towards  the  fick  man,  who  fits  all  alone  in  the  middle  of  the  houfe, 
as  has  been  faid,  and  turns  him  twice  about,  as  he  thinks  fit;  then  flands  before  him, 
takes  him  by  the  legs,  and  feels  his  thighs,  defcending  by  degrees  to  his  feet ;  then  draws 
hard,  as  if  he  would  pull  fomething  off;  then  he  goes  to  the  door,  fhuts  it,  and  fays. 
Begone  to  the  mountain,  or  to  the  fea,  or  whither  thou  wilt;  and  giving  a  blafl,  as  if 
he  blowed  fomething  away,  turns  about,  claps  his  hands  together,  fliuts  his  mouth, 
his  hands  quake  as  if  he  were  cold,  he  blows  on  his  hands,  and  then  draws  in  his  blafl 
as  if  fucking  the  marrow  of  a  bone,  fucks  the  fick  man's  neck,  ftomach,  fhoulders, 
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jaws,  bread,  belly,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  his  body.  This  done  they  begin  to  cough, 
and  make  faces,  as  if  they  had  eaten  fome  bitter  thing,  and  the  dodtor  pulls  out  that 
we  faid  he  put  into  his  mouth  at  home,  or  by  the  way,  whether  ftone,  flefli,  or  bone, 
as  above.  If  it  is  any  thing  eatable,  he  fays  to  the  fick  man,  "  Take  notice,  you  have 
eaten  fomething  that  has  caufed  this  diflemper ;  fee  how  I  have  taken  it  out  of  your 
body ;  for  your  cemi  had  put  it  into  you  becaufe  you  did  not  pray  to  him,  or  build 
him  fome  temple,  or  give  him  fome  of  your  goods."  If  it  be  a  ftone,  he  fays,  "  Keep 
it  fafe."  Sometimes  they  take  it  for  certain,  that  thofe  ftones  are  good  and  help  wo- 
men in  labour ;  wherefore  they  keep  them  very  carefully  wrapped  up  in  cotton,  put- 
ting them  into  little  bafkets,  giving  them  fuch  as  they  have  themfelves  to  eat,  and  the 
fame  they  do  to  the  cemies  they  have  in  their  houfes.  Upon  any  folemn  day,  when 
they  provide  much  to  eat,  whether  fifli,  flefh,  or  any  other  thing,  they  put  it  all  into 
the  houfe  of  the  cemies,  that  the  idol  may  feed  on  it.  The  next  day  they  carry  all 
home,  after  the  cemi  has  eaten.  And  fo  God  help  them,  as  the  cemi  eats  of  that, 
or  any  other  thing,  they  being  inanimate  ftocks  or  ftones. 

CHAP.  XVII.  —  How  the  aforefaid  Phyficians  have  been  fometimes  deceived. 

WHEN  they  have  done  as  has  been  faid,  and  yet  the  patient  dies,  if  the  dead  man 
has  many  friends,  or  was  lord  of  a  territory,  and  can  oppofe  the  faid  buhuitihu,  that  is 
phyfician,  for  mean  people  dare  not  contend  with  them,  he  that  would  do  him  harm 
does  it  thus  :  when  they  would  know  whether  the  patient  died  through  the  phyfician's 
fault,  or  whether  he  did  not  obferve  what  was  prefcribed  ;  they  take  an   herb,   called 
gueio,  whole  leaves  are  like  bafil,  thick  and  broad,  being  called  by  another  name,  za- 
chon;  they  take  the  juice  of  this  leaf,  pare  the  dead  man's  nails,  and  cut  off  the  hair 
on  his  forehead,  which  they  powder  between  two  ftones,  and   mix  with-  the  aforefaid 
juice  of  the  herb,  and  pour  it  down  the  dead  man's  throat,  or  noftrils,  and  fo  doing, 
alk  him,  whether  the  phyfician  was  the  occafion  of  his  death?  and  whether  he  obferved 
order?  this  they  afk  feveral  times,  till  he  fpeaks  as  plain  as   if  he  were  alive  ;  fo   that 
he  anfwers  to  all  they  afk  of  him,  faying,  the  buhuitihu  did  not  obferve  order,  or  was 
the  caufe  of  his  death;  and  they  fay,  the  phyfician  alks  him  whether  he  is  alive,  and 
how  he  comes  to  talk  fo  plain  ;  and  he  anfwers  he  is  dead.      When  they  have  known 
what  they  defire  of  him,   they  return  him  to  his  grave,  whence  they  took  him   to 
make  this  enquiry.     They  ufe  another  method  to  know  what  they  defired:  they  take 
the  dead  body  and  make  a  great  fire,  like  that  ufed  for  making  of  charcoal,  and  when 
the  wood  is  turned  into  a  live  coal,  they  throw  the  body  into  that  violent  fire,  and 
cover  it  with  earth,  as  the  colliers  do  the  coals,  where  they  let  it   lie  as  long  as  they 
think  fit,  and  there  afk  queftions,  as  was  faid  before ;  who  anfwers,  he  knows  nothing. 
This  they  aflv  ten  limes,  and  then  he  fpeaks  no  more.     They  aflc,  whether  he  is  dead, 
but  he  fpeaks  only  thofe  ten  times. 

CHAP.  XVIII.  —  How  the  Kindred  of  the  Party  departed  revenge  themfelves,  when 
they  have  got  an  Anfwer  by  means  of  the  Drench. 

THE  dead  man's  kindred  get  together  upon  a  day  appointed,  wait  for  the  aforefaid 
buhuitihu,  and  baftinado  him,  till  they  break  his  legs,  arms,  and  head,  fo  that  he  is  all 
battered,  and  fo  they  leave  him  for  dead.  At  night,  they  fay,  there  come  abundance  of 
fnakes  of  feveral  forts,  white,  black,  green,  and  of  feveral  other  colours,  which  lick  the  faid 
phyfician's  face,  and  all  his  body,  lo  left  as  has  been  faid,  and  remains  in  that  manner 
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two  or  three  days.  Whilft  he  is  thus,  they  fay  ihe  bones  of  his  legs  and  arms  knit 
together  again,  he  gets  up,  and  wallvS  fair  and  foftly  towards  his  houfe,  and  they  that 
faw  him  afk  the  queflion  of  him,  were  not  you  dead?  he  anfwers,  the  cemies  came  to 
his  afliflance  in  the  flia-  e  of  Inakes.  The  dead  man's  kindred,  in  a  rage,  becaufe  they 
thought  they  had  revenged  their  relation's  death,  feeing  him  alive,  grow  dcfperate, 
and  endeavour  to  lay  hold  of  him  to  put  him  to  death  ;  and  if  they  can  catch  him  again, 
they  put  out  his  eyes,  and  bruife  his  teflicles ;  for  they  fay  none  of  thefe  phyficiaus 
can  die,  though  never  fo  much  baftinadoed,  if  they  do  not  cut  out  his  tefticles. 

How  ihey  know  ivhat  tbcy  dcfirc  of  him  ihcy  burn,  and  how  they  lake  their  revenge. 

When  they  uncover  the  fire,  the  fmoke  that  coines  from  it,  rifes  till  they  lofe  fight 
of  it,  and  makes  a  noife,  as  it  breaks  out  :  then  it  turns  down  again,  and  goes  into 
the  houfe  of  the  buhuitihu,  or  phyfician  :  and  that  very  moment,  he  that  did  not  ob- 
ferve  order,  falls  fick,  is  covered  with  fores,  and  all  the  Ikin  of  his  body  flays  off;  and 
this  they  take  for  a  fign  that  he  did  not  do  his  duty,  and  therefore  the  patient  died ; 
for  which  reafon  they  endeavour  to  kill  him,,  as  was  faid  in  the  other  cafe.  Thefe  are 
the  forceries  they  ufe. 

CHAP.  XIX.  —  How  they  make  and  keep  their  wooden  andjlone  Cemies. 

THOSE  of  wood  are  made  thus  :  when  any  one  is  travelling  he  fays  he  fees  fome 
tree  that  {hakes  its  root ;  the  man,  in  a  great  fright,  flops,  and  aflcs  who  he  is;  it  an-- 
fwers  my  name  is  Buhuitihu,  and  he  will  inform  you  who  I  am.  The  man  repairing 
to  the  faid  phyfician,  tells  him  what  he  has  feen.  The  wizard,  or  conjurer,  runs  im- 
mediately to  fee  the  tree  the  other  has  told  him  of,  fits  down  by  it  and  makes  it  cogioba, 
as  was  faid  above  in  the  ffory  of  the  four  brothers.  The  cogioba  being  made,  he  flands 
up,  gives  it  all  its  titles,  as  if  it  were  fome  great  lord,  and  afks  of  it,  "  Tell  me  who 
you  are,  what  you  do  here,  what  you  will  have  with  me,  and  why  you  fend  for  me? 
Tell  me  whether  you  will  have  me  cut  you,  whether  you  will  go  along  with  me,  and 
how  you  will  have  me  carry  you  ;  and  I  will  build  you  a  houfe  and  endow  it."  Im- 
mediately that  tree,  or  cemi,  becomes  an  idol,  or  devil,  anfwers,  telling  how  he  will 
have  him  do  it.  He  cuts  it  into  fuch  a  fliape  as  he  is  direfted,  builds  his  houfe,  and 
endows  it ;  and  makes  cogioba  for  it  feveral  times  in  the  year ;  which  cogioba  is  to 
pray  to  it,  to  pleafe  it,  to  afk  and  know  of  the  faid  cemi,  what  good  or  evil  is  to  happen, 
and  to  beg  wealth  of  it.  When  they  would  know  whether  they  fhall  be  viftorious 
over  their  enemies,  they  go  into  a  houfe,  whither  none  but  the  chief  men  are  admitted. 
The  lord  of  them  is  the  firfl  that  begins  to  make  the  cogioba,  and  to  make  a  noil'e ; 
whilfl  he  does  it,  none  of  the  company  fpeaking  till  he  has  done.  His  prayer  being, 
ended,  he  ftands  awhile  with  his  head  turned  about,  and  his  arms  on  his  knees;  then 
he  lifis  up  his  head,  and  looks  towards  heaven,  and  fpeaks.  Then  they  all  anfwer  him 
with  a  loud  voice,  and  when  they  have  all  fpoke,  giving  thanks,  he  tells  the  \ifion  he 
faw,  being  made  drunk  with  the  cogioba  he  fnuffed  up  his  nofe,  which  flies  into  his 
head  :  he  fays,  he  has  talked  with  the  cemi,  and  fliall  obtain  victory,  or  that  his  ene- 
mies fliall  fly,  or  that  there  fliall  be  a  great  mortality,  or  war,  or  famine,  or  fome 
fuch  thing  as  occurs  to  him  in  his  drunken  fit. 

Confider,  what  a  condition  their  brains  are  in  ;  for  they  fay  the  houfes  feem  to  them 
to  be  turned  topfy  turvy,  and  that  the  men  go  upon  their  heads.  This  cogioba  they 
make  for  ftone  and  wooden  cemies,  as  well  as  for  the  dead  bodies,  as  has  been  faid 
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above.  The  ftone  cemies  are  of  feveral  forts:  fome  there  are,  which,  they  fay,  the 
phyficians  take  out  of  the  body  of  the  fick,  and  thofe  they  look  upon  as  the  bell  to 
help  women  in  labour.  Others  there  are  that  fpeak,  which  are  Ihaped  like  a  long 
turnip,  with  the  leaves  long  and  extended,  like  the  flirub  bearing  capeis.  Thofe 
leaves  for  the  moft  part  are  like  thofe  of  the  elm.  Others  have  three  points,  and 
they  think  they  caufe  the  giuca  to  thrive.  Their  roots  are  like  a  radifli.  The  leaves 
of  giuca  have  at  leaft  fix  or  feven  points ;  nor  do  I  know  what  to  compare  them  to, 
for  I  have  feen  nothing  like  it  in  Spain  or  elfewhere.  The  flem  of  the  giuca  is  as 
high  as  a  man.  Let  us  now  fpeak  of  their  opinions  concerning  the  idols  and  cemies, 
and  how  they  are  deceived  by  them. 

CHAP.  XX.  —  Of  the  Cemi,  Bugid,  and  Aiba. 

THEY  fay  in  the  time  of  the  wars  he  was  burnt,  and  afterwards  being  walhed  with 
the  juice  of  giuca,  his  arms  grew  out  again,  his  body  fpread,  and  he  recovered  his 
€yes.  The  giuca  was  fmall,  and  they  walhed  it  with  the  above-mentioned  water  and 
juice  to  make  it  grow  bigger,  and  they  affirm  it  made  thofe  fick  who  had  made  the  faid 
cemi,  becaufe  they  had  not  brought  it  to  Giuca  to  eat.  This  cemi  was  called  Baidrama, 
and  when  any  one  fell  fick,  they  called  the  buhuitihu,  and  alked  him  whence  the  dif- 
temper  proceeded:  he  anfvvered,  Baidrama  had  fent  it,  becaufe  they  had  not  lent  hini 
to  eat  by  thofe  that  had  charge  of  his  houfe.  This  the  buhuitihu  faid,  the  cemi  Bai- 
drama had  told  him. 

CHAP.  XXI.  —  Of  Guamorete's  Com. 

THEY  fay  that  when  they  built  the  houfe  of  Guamorete,  who  was  a  man  of  note, 
they  put  into  it  a  cemi  that  was  on  the  top  of  his  other  houfe,  which  cemi  was  called 
Corocofe  ;  and  when  they  had  wars  among  themfelve,  Guamorete's  enemies  burnt  the 
houfe  in  which  this  cemi  Corocofe  was.  They  fay  he  prefently  got  up,  and  went  a 
bow-fliot  from  that  place,  near  to  a  water.  They  further  fay,  that  when  he  was  on 
the  top  of  the  houfe,  he  would  come  down  and  lie  with  the  women.  That  afterwards 
Camorefe  died,  and  the  cemi  fell  into  the  hands  of  another  cacique,  and  ftill  conti- 
nued to  lie  with  the  women  :  and  moreover,  that  he  had  two  crowns  grew  on  his  head ; 
for  which  reafon  they  faid,  fince  fuch  a  one  has  two  crowns,  he  is  certainly  Corocofe's 
fon ;  and  this  they  looked  upon  as  moil;  certain.  This  cemi  came  afterwards  to  an- 
other cacique,  called  Guatabanex,  and  his  country  is  called  Giacoba. 

CHAP.  XXII.  —  Of  another  Cemi,  called  Opigiclguoviran,  -which  belonged  to  a  great  Man 

ivhofe  Name  was  Cavavaniova,  who  had  many  SiibjcHs. 

THIS  cemi  Opigiclguoviran,  they  fay,  has  four  feet  like  a  dog's,  and  is  made  of 
wood,  and  that  he  would  often  at  night  go  out  of  the  houfe  into  the  woods,  whither 
they  went  to  feek  him  out,  and  when  brought  home  again,  they  bound  him  with  cords, 
yet  he  would  go  away  to  the  woods.  They  fay  that  when  the  Chriftians  came  to  the 
idand  of  Hifpaniola  he  broke  loofe  and  went  into  a  morafs,  whither  they  followed  him 
by  the  track,  but  never  faw  hini  fince,  nor  know  any  thing  of  him.  As  I  received  this, 
fo  I  deliver  it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  TYim.— Of  another  Ccmi,  called  Guabancex. 

THIS  cemi  Guabencex  was  in  the  country  of  a  great  cacique,  whofe  name  was 
Aumatex  ;  and  they  fay,  it  is  a  woman  cemi,  and  has  two  others  with  it ;  one  a  crier, 
the  other  gatherer,  or  governor  of  the  waters.  When  Guabancex  is  angry,  they  fay, 
it  raifes  the  winds  and  waters,  overthrows  houfes,  and  fliakes  the  trees.  This  cemi 
they  fay,  is  a  female,  and  made  of  flones  of  that  country.  The  other  two  cemies  that 
are  with  it,  are  called,  one  of  them  Guatauva,  and  is  a  crier,  that  by  order  of  Gua- 
bancex, makes  proclamation  for  all  the  other  cemies  of  that  province  to  help  to  raife 
a  high  wind,  and  caufe  much  rain.  The  other  is,  Coatrifchie,  who  they  fay,  gathers 
the  waters  in  the  vallies  among  the  mountains,  and  then  lets  them  loofe  to  deftroy  the 
country.     This  they  believe  as  mofl  certain. 

CHAP.  XXIV.  —  Their  belief  of  another  Cemi,  called  Faraguvaot. 

THIS  cemi  belongs  to  a  principal  cacique  of  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  is  an  idol, 
has  feveral  names,  and  was  found  as  you  (hall  now  hear.  They  fay,  that  on  a  certain 
day  in  pall:  times,  before  the  ifland  was  difcovered,  they  know  not  how  long  fmce, 
being  abroad  a  hunting,  they  found  a  certain  creature ;  they  ran  back,  and  that  got 
into  a  ditch  ;  looking  into  it,  they  faw  a  beam,  which  looked  like  a  thing  that  had  life 
in  it.  The  huntfman  feeing  it,  ran  to  his  lord,  who  was  a  cacique,  and  father  to  Gua- 
raionel,  telling  him  what  he  had  feen.  They  went  thither,  and  found  the  thing  as 
the  huntfman  had  given  information,  and  taking  that  log,  they  built  a  houfe  to  it. 
They  fay  it  went  out  of  that  houfe  feveral  times,  and  returned  to  the  place  whence 
they  brought  it,  not  exadly  to  the  fame  fpot,  but  near  it ;  for  the  aforefaid  lord,  and 
his  fon  Guaraionel,  ordering  it  to  be  fought  out,  found  it  hid ;  and  that  another  time 
they  bound  and  put  it  in  a  fack,  and  yet  bound  as  it  was,  it  went  away  as  before. 
Thofe  ignorant  people  look  upon  this  as  undoubted  truth. 

CHAP.  XXV.  —  Of  thofe  Things  they  affirm  were  reported  by  two  principal  Caciques 
of  the  ijland  Hifpaniola ;  one  of  them  called  Cazziva,  father  to  the  aforefaid  Gua- 
raionel ;  the  other  Gamanacoei. 

THAT  great  lord,  who,  they  fay,  is  in  heaven,  at  the  beginning  of  the  book, 
is  this  Cazziva,  who  kept  a  fort  of  abflinence  here,  which  all  of  them  generally  per- 
form ;  for  they  Ihut  themfelves  up  fix  or  feven  days,  without  taking  any  fuflenance 
but  the  juice  of  herbs,  with  which  they  alfo  wafh  themfelves.  After  this  time  they 
begin  to  eat  fomething  that  is  nourifliing.  During  the  time  they  have  been  without 
eating,  weaknefs  makes  them  fay,  they  have  feen  fomething  they  earnefl.ly  defired,  for 
they  all  perform  that  abftinence  in  honour  of  the  cemies,  to  know  whether  they  fhall 
obtain  vidory  over  their  enemies,  or  to  acquire  wealth,  or  any  other  thing  they  defire. 
They  fay,  this  cacique  affirmed  he  had  fpoke  with  Giocauvaghama,  who  told  him,  that 
whofoever  furvived  him,  would  not  long  enjoy  his  power,  becaufe  they  fliould  fee  a 
people  clad  in  their  country,  who  would  rule  over,  and  kill  them,  and  they  fhould 
die  for  hunger.  They  thought  at  firft,  thefe  fhould  be  the  canibals,  but  afterwards 
confidering,  that  they  only  plundered  and  fled,  they  believed  it  was  fome  other  people 
the  cemi  fpoke  of;  and  now  they  believe  it  is  the  admiral  and  thofe  that  came  with 
him.     Now  I  will  give  an  account  of  what  I  faw  and  knew,  when  F.  Roman,  a  poor 
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anchorite,  went  to  the  province  Madalena,  to  a  fort  built  by  D.  Chriftopher  Colon, 
admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor  of  the  iflands  and  continent  of  the  Indies,  for  their 
majefties  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Ifabel.  I  being  in  that  fort,  with  Arriaga,  ap- 
-pointed  governor  of  it  by  the  aforefaid  viceroy  D.  Chriftopher  Colon,  it  pleafed  God 
to  give  the  light  of  his  faith  to  a  whole  family  of  ill  principled  people  of  that  province 
oT  Madalena,  which  province  was  called  Maroris,  and  the  lord  of  it  Guavaouvionel, 
that  is,  fon  of  Guavaenechin.  In  the  faid  houfe  are  his  fervants,  and  retainers,  whofe 
furname  is  Giahuvavariu,  and  were  in  all  fixteen  perfons,  all  relations,  and  among 
them  five  brothers.  Of  thefe  one  died,  and  the  other  four  were  baptized  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, they  died  martyrs,  for  fo  it  appeared  by  the  manner  of  their  death  and  their  con- 
ftancy.  The  firil  that  received  baptifm  was  an  Indian  called  Guaticava,  afterwards 
John.  This  was  the  firft  Chriftian  that  fuffered  a  cruel  death,  and  to  me  he  feems  to 
have  died  a  martyr ;  for  I  have  heard  from  fome  that  were  by  when  he  died,  that  he 
faid,  Dio  aboridacha,  Dio  abondacha,  that  is,  I  am  God's  fervant.  So  died  his  bro- 
ther Anthony,  and  another  with  him,  faying  the  fame  words.  All  the  people  of  this 
houfe  attended  me,  to  do  whatfoever  I  pleafed.  Such  as  are  left  alive  at  this  day,  are 
now  Chriftians,  by  means  of  D.  Chriftopher  Colon,  viceroy  and  governor  of  the  Indies, 
and  by  the  graee  of  God  they  are  very  numerous  at  prefent. 

Let  us  now  fay  what  happened  in  the  province  of  Madalena.  When  I  was  there, 
the  aforefaid  lord  admiral  came  to  the  alfiftance  of  Arriaga  and  fome  Chriftians,  be- 
fleged  by  the  fubjefts  of  a  principal  cacique,  called  Caovalto.  The  admiral  told  me, 
that  the  language  of  the  province  Madalena  Maroris  was  different  from  the  reft,  and 
■not  underftood  in  all  parts  of  the  country ;  and  therefore  bid  me  go  and  refide  with 
another  principal  cacique,  called  Guarionex,  lord  of  many  fubjefts,  whofe  language 
was  underftood  all  over  the  ifland.  In  obedience  to  his  orders,  I  went  to  refide  with 
the  faid  Guarionex.  True  it  is,  I  faid  to  D.  Chriftopher  Colon,  my  lord,  why  will 
you  have  me  go  to  live  with  Guarionex,  when  I  know  no  language  but  that  of  Ma- 
roris ?  Be  pleafed  to  give  leave  that  one  of  thofe  Nobuircis,  (who  were  afterwards 
Chriftians,  and  knew  both  the  languages)  may  go  along  with  me  ;  which  he  granted, 
and  bid  me  carry  whom  I  pleafed  ;  and  it  pleafed  God  to  give  me  for  a  companion, 
the  beft  of  the  Indians,,  and  who  was  beil  inftrufted  in  the  Catholic  faith  ;  and  after- 
wards took  him  from  me ;  God  be  praifed  who  gave  and  took  him  away ;  for  in- 
deed, I  looked  upon  him  as  a  good  child  and  a  brother  ;  and  it  was  that  Guaica- 
vanu,  who  was  afterwards  a  Chriftian,  and  called  John.  What  happened  to  us  there 
I  (hall  not  relate,  and  how  I  and  Guaicavanu  went  to  Ifabella,  where  we  waited  for  the 
admiral,  till  he  returned  from  the  relief  of  Madalena.  As  foon  as  he  came,  we  went 
where  he  had  ordered,  with  one  John  de  Aguada,  who  had  the  conmiand  of  a  fort, 
which  D.  Chriftopher  Colon  had  built,  half  a  league  from  the  place  where  we  were  to 
refide.  The  admiral  conunanded  the  faid  John  de  Aguada  to  allow  us  fuch  provifions 
as  there  were  in  the  fort,  which  is  called  the  Conception.  We  continued  with  that 
cacique,  Guarionex,  almoft  two  years,  inftructing  him  in  our  faith,  and  the  manners 
of  Chriftians.  At  firft  he  appeared  well  inclined,  and  gave  fome  hopes  of  complying 
and  becoming  a  Chriftian,  bidding  us  teach  him  the  Lord's  prayer,  the  creed,  and  all 
other  Chriftian  prayers,  which  many  in  his  houfe  learnt ;  and  he  faid  his  prayers  every 
morning,  and  caufed  all  his  family  to  do  fo  twice  a  day ;  yet  afterwards  he  fell  off 
from  his  good  jiurpofe,  through  the  fault  of  fome  of  the  principal  men  of  that 
country,  who  blamed  him  for  fubmitting  to  the  law  of  Chrill,  iince  the  Chriftians 
were  ill  men,  and  drove  them  out  of  their  country  by  force.  Therefore  they  ad- 
vifed  him  never  to  mind  any  thing  that  belonged  to  the  C'.hriftians ;  but  that  he  ihould 
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join  and  confpire  with  them  for  their  deftruftioii,  becaufe  they  could  not  fatisfy 
them,  ;md  were  refolved  to  fubmit  no  longer.  Thus  he  fell  olf  from  his  good 
beginning,  and  we  perceiving  he  neglefted  what  he  had  learnt,  refolved  to  depart 
thence,  and  go  where  we  might  be  more  fuccefsful  in  inftrucling  the  Indians  in  the 
faith.  We  therefore  went  away  to  another  principal  cacique,  who  fhewed  a  favour- 
able inclination,  faying,  he  would  be  a  Chriftian  ;  his  name  was  Maviatue. 

Accordingly  we  fet  out  to  go  to  the  faid  Maviatue's  country ;  I  F.  Roman  Pane, 
poor  anchorite,  and  F.  John  Borgognon  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  and  John  Mat- 
thew the  firfl:  that  was  baptized  in  Hifpaniola. 

The  fecond  day  after  we  fet  out  from  the  town  and  habitation  of  Guarionex,  to  go 
to  the  other  cacique,  called  Maviatue ;  we  found  Guarionex's  people  building  a  houie 
near  the  houfe  of  prayer,  where  we  left  fome  piftures  for  the  catecumens,  to  kneel 
and  pray  before  them.  Thefe  were  the  mother,  brothers,  and  kindred,  of  the  afore- 
faid  John  Matthew,  the  firft  Chriftian  ;  afterwards  feven  more  joined  them,  and  at  laft 
all  the  family  became  Chriftians,  and  perfevered  in  the  faith ;  fo  that  all  the  afore- 
faid  family  was  left  to  keep  that  houfe  of  prayer,  and  fome  lands  I  had  caufed  to 
be  tilled.  They  being  fo  left  to  keep  the  houfe,  two  days  after  we  were  gone  to- 
w^ards  the  aforefaid  Maviatue,  fix  men  went  to  the  aforefaid  houfe  of  prayer,  left 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  feven  catecumens,  and  by  order  of  Guarionex,  told  them, 
they  fhould  take  thofe  pictures,  left  by  F.  Roman,  and  deflroy  them,  fmce  he  and 
his  companion  were  gone,  and  they  knew  not  what  was  become  of  them.  Thefe 
fix  fervants  of  Guarionex  found  fix  children  keeping  the  houfe  of  prayer,  who 
being  fo  mftrufted,  faid,  they  fhould  not  come  in ;  but  they  went  in  by  force,  took 
the  piftures,  and  carried  them  away. 

CHAP.  XXVI.  —  What  became  of  the  Pi£lures,  and  a  Miracle  God  wrought  to  JheixT 

his  Power. 

THESE  men  being  gone  out  of  the  houfe,  threw  the  pictures  dowTi,  covered 
them  with  earth,  and  piiled  upon  them,  faying,  now  you  will  yield  much  fruit.  This 
they  faid,  becaufe  they  buried  them  in  a  field  that  was  fown,  faying,  what  grew  there 
would  be  good;  but  this  they  did  in  fcorn.  The  children  that  were  keeping  the 
houfe  by  order  of  the  catecumens,  feeing  this,  they  ran  to  their  friends  who  were 
upon  their  lands,  and  told  them,  that  Guarionex's  men  had  abufed  and  fcorned  the 
pictures ;  which  they  underftanding,  left  what  they  were  about,  and  ran  crying  out  to 
give  an  account  of  it  to  D.  Bartholomew  Colon,  who  was  then  governor,  his  brother 
being  gone  into  Spain.  He,  as  lieutenant  to  the  viceroy,  .proceeded  againfl  the  of- 
fenders, and  having  convidted  them  publickly,  burnt  them.  This  did  not  deter 
Guarionex  and  his  fubjects,  from  their  defign  of  murdering  all  the  Chriftians  on  the 
day  when  they  were  to  bring  in  their  tribute ;  but  the  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  and 
they  apprehended  on  the  fame  day  they  were  to  put  it  in  execution.  Still  they  held 
on  their  refolution,  and  accordingly  killed  four  Spaniards,  befides  John  Matthew  and 
his  brother  Anthony,  who  had  been  baptized ;  and  running  where  they  had  hid  the 
pictures,  tore  them  in  pieces.  Some  days  after,  the  owner  of  that  field  went  to  dig 
up  his  agi's,  which  are  certain  roots  like  turnips,  and  fome  like  radifhes ;  and  in  the 
place  where  the  piftures  had  been  buried,  two  or  three  agi's  were  grown  in  the  fhape 
of  a  crofs,  as  if  they  had  been  ftuck  one  through  another  ;  nor  could  any  man  find 
this  crofs,  but  only  the  mother  of  Guarionex,  who  was  the  worft  woman  I  knew  in 
thofe  parts,  who  looked  upon  this  as  a  great  miracle,  and  faid  to  the  commander  of 
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the  fort  of  the  Conception,  this  miracle  has  been  ftiewn  by  God,  where  the  images 
were  found :   God  knows  to  what  end. 

Let  us  now  give  an  account,  how  they  were  converted  that  firft  became  Chrif- 
tians,  and  how  much  will  be  requifite  to  convert  them  all.  To  fay  the  truth,  that 
illand  ftands  in  much  need  of  people  to  punilh  the  lords,  when  they  will  not  fuffer 
their  people  to  be  inllruClcd  in  the  faith  ;  for  they  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  it, 
which  I  can  -with  truth  maintain,  becaufc  it  has  coft  me  much  labour  to  know  it ; 
as  I  am  fatisfied  may  be  gathered  by  what  has  been  faid  hitherto  ;  and  a  word  to  the 
wife  is  enough. 

The  firft  Chriftians  were  thofe  we  have  beforementioned  in  the  ifland  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  that  is,  Gianauvariu,  in  whofe  houfe  there  were  feventeen  perfons  who  all  be- 
came Chriftians,  only  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  there  is  one  God,  who  has 
made  all  things,  and  created  heaven  and  earth,  without  any  further  arguments  or 
controverfv  ;  for  they  were  eafy  of  belief.  With  others  there  muft  be  force  and  in- 
genuity ufed,  for  all  of  them  are  not  alike;  forafmuch,  as  if  thofe  had  a  good  be- 
ginning and  a  better  end,  they  were  none  of  thofe  others  that  begm  well,  and  then 
tall  oft"  from  what  has  been  taught  them  ;  and  therefore  there  is  need  of  force  and 
puniftiment. 

I'he  firft  that  received  baptifm  in  the  ifland  Hifpaniola,  was  John  Matthew,  who  was 
baptized  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Matthew  the  evangelift,  in  the  year  1496,  and  after  him' 
all  his  family  ;  where  were  many  Chriftians,  and  a  greater  progrefs  had  been  made, 
had  they  been  inftrufted  in  the  faith,  and  the  Spaniards  been  in  a  condition  to  keep 
them  under.  And  if  any  one  fliould  aflc,  why  I  make  this  fo  eafy  a  matter  ?  I  fay, 
it  is  becaufe  I  know  it  by  experience,  efpecially  in  the  perfon  of  a  principal  cacique, 
called  Mahuviativire,  who  has  continued  now  for  three  years  in  his  good  purpofe,  fay- 
ing, he  will  be  a  Chriftian,  and  have  but  one  wife  ;  for  they  ufed  to  have  two  or 
three,  and  the  great  men  twenty  five  or  thirty.  This  is  what  I  could  learn  and  find 
out  as  to  the  cuftoms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola,  with  all  the 
pains  I  have  taken ;  wherein  I  expeft  no  fpiritual  nor  temporal  advantage.  May  it 
pleafe  our  Lord,  if  this  turns  to  his  honour  and  fervice,  to  give  me  his  grace 
to  perfevere ;  and  if  it  muft  fall  out  otherwife,  may  he  deprive  me  of  my  under- 
ftanding. 

Tbe  End  of  the  Work  of  the  poor  Anchorite  Roman  Pane. 

CHAP.  LXIII.  —  How  the  Admiral  returned  to  Spain  to  give  their  Majejiies  an  Account 

of  the  Condition  he  left  the  Ifland  in. 

TO  return  to  the  main  fubjefl:  of  our  hiftory  ;  I  fay,  the  admiral  having  brought 
the  ifland  into  a  peaceable  condition,  and  built  the  town  of  Ifabella,  befides  three 
forts  about  the  country,  he  refolved  to  return  into  Spain,  to  acquaint  their  Catho- 
lick  Majefties  with  feveral  matters  he  thought  convenient  for  their  fervice ;  but  par- 
ticularly becaufe  of  many  malicious  flaudcrers,  who  tlirough  envy  ceafed  not  to  give 
the  king  a  falfe  information  of  the  aftairs  of  the  Indies,  to  the  great  prq'udice  and 
diflionour  of  the  admiral  and  his  brothers.  For  thcfe  rcalbns  he  went  on  board  on 
Thurlday  the  loth  of  March  1496,  with  225  Spaniards  and  30  Indians,  failed  from 
Ifabella  about  break  of  day,  and  turned  it  along  the  coaft  with  two  caravals,  one  called 
Santa  Cruz,  the  other  Nina,  the  fame  he  went  in  to  difcover  the  ifland  of  Cuba.  On 
Tuefday  the  2 2d  of  March  he  loft  fight  of  the  eaft  point  of  Hifpaniola,  holding  on 
I  o  his 
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his  courfe  eaftvvard  as  the  wind  would  permit.     But  the  wind  for  the  molt  part  con- 
tinuing at   eafl,  on  the  6th  of  April,  hnding  his  provifions  fell  Ihort,  and  his  men 
were  weary  and  difcouraged,  he  fell  off  towards  the  fouth  to  the  Caribbce  iflands, 
and  came  up  with  them  in  three  days,  anchoring  at  Marigalante  on  Saturday  the  9th 
of  April.     The  next  day,  though  it  was  not  his  cultom  to  weigh  anchor  on  a  Sunday, 
when  in  any  port,  he  fet  fail,  becaufe  his  men  muttered,  faying,  when  they  were  to 
feek  their  bread,  they  needed  not  fo  ftrictly   obferve  days.     So  he  anchored  at  the 
ifland    Guadaloupe,    and    fending    the  boats  well-manned  afhore,  before  they  came 
to  land,  abundance  of  women  came  out  of  a  wood,  with  bows  and  arrows  and  fea- 
thers, as  if  they  would  defend  their  ifland.     For  this  reafon,  and  becaufe  the  fea  ran 
fomewhat  high,  thofe  in  the  boats  kept  aloaf,  and  fent  two  Indian  women,  they 
brought  from  Hifpaniola,  aihore  fwimming,  of  whom  thofe  other  women  particularly 
inquired  concerning  the  Chrillians ;  and  underftanding   they  only  defired  provifions 
in  exchange  for  fuch  things  as  they  had,  bid  them  go  with  their   Ihips  to  the  north- 
fide,  where  their  hufbands  were,  who  would  furnilh  them  with  what  they  wanted. 
The  ihips  failing  clofe  under  the  fhore,  faw  abundance  of  people  come  down  to  the 
Ihore  with  bows  and  arrows,  who  let  fly  upon  our  men  with    great  cries,   though 
in  vain,  for  their  arrows  fell  fliort.     But  perceiving  the  boats  full  of  men  were  going 
afliore,  the  Indians  went  back  into  an  ambufli,  and  when  our  men  drew  near,  came 
out  to  hinder  their  landing,  till  being  frighted  with  the  cannon  fired  at  them  from 
the  fliips,  they  fled  to  the  wood,  leaving  their  houfes  and  goods,  where  the   Chrif- 
tians  took  and  defl:royed  all  they  found.     Being  acquainted  with  the  way  of  making 
bread,  they  fell  to  work,  and   made  enough   to  fupply  their  want.     Among  other 
things  they  found  in  the  houfes,  there  were  great  parrots,  honey,  wax  and  iron, 
whereof  they  had  hatchets  to  cut,  and  looms  like  thofe  for  tapeftry-work,  in  which 
they  weave  their  tents.     Their  houfes  were  fquare,  and  not  round,  as  is  ufual  in  the 
other  iflands.     In  one  of  them  was  found  the  arm  of  a   man  roalting  upon  a  fpit. 
Whilfl  the  bread  was  making,  the  admiral  fent  forty  men  up  the  country,  to   learn 
fomething  of  it  ;  who  the  next  day  returned  with  ten  women  and  three  boys,  the  refl: 
of  the  people  being  fled.     Among  thefe  women,  was  the  wife  of  a  cacique,  whom  a 
Canaryman,  that  was  very  nimble,  had  much  difficulty  to  overtake ;  and  flie  had  got 
from  him,  but  that  feeing  him  alone,  flie  thought  to   take  him,  and  clofing   flie  got 
him  down,  and  had  flifled  him,  but  that  others  came  in  to  his  aflifl;ance.     Thefe  wo- 
men's legs  are  fwathed   with   cotton  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee,  that  they  may  look 
thick,  which  ornament  they  call  coiro,  and  look  upon  it  as  very  genteel ;  and  they 
gird  fo  hard,  that  if  it   happen  to  flip  off  the  leg,  that  part  appears  very  thin.     The 
fame  both  men  and  women  ufe  in  Jamaica,  who  iwathe  their  arms  up  to  the  arm-pits, 
that  is,  about  the  I'mallefl;  parts  like  the  old  fafhioned  fleeves  ufed  among  us.     Thefe 
women  are  alfo  exceflive  fat,  and  there  were  fome  thicker  than  a  man  could  grafp.    As 
foon  as  children  can  fl;and  upon  their  legs  and  walk,   they   give  them  a  bow,  that 
tiiey   may  learn  to   flioot ;  and  they  all   wear   their   hair  long  and  loofe  upon  their 
fhoulders,  nor  do  they  cover  any  part  of  the  body.     That  lady  they  took,  faid,  the 
ifland  was  only  inhabited  by  women,  and  that  thofe  who  would  have  hindered  the  men 
landing  were  women,  except  only  four  men,  who  were  there  accidentally  from  an- 
other   ifland ;    for  at  a  certain  time  in  the  year  they   come   to  fport,   and    lie  with 
them.     The  fame  was  obferved  by  the  women  of  another  ifland,  called  Matrimonio,  of 
whom  Ihe  gave  the  fame  account  we  read  of  the  Amazons  ;  and  the  admiral  believed 
it  by  what  he  faw  among  thofe  women,  and  becaufe  of  the  courage  and  Itrength  that 
appeared  in  them.     They  alfo  fay,  thofe  women  feem  to  be  endowed  with  clearer 

under- 
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underftandings  thaii  thofe  of  the  other  iflands ;  for  in  other  places  they  only  reckon 
the  day  by  the  fun,  and  the  night  by  the  moon ;  whereas  thefe  women  reckoned  by 
other  ftars,  faying,  when  the  Charles  Wain  rifes,  or  fuch  a  ftar  is  north,  then  it  is  time 
to  do  fo  and  fo. 

CHAP.  LXIV.  —  The  Admiral  fails  from  the  IJland  Guadaloupe  for  Spain. 

WHEN  they  had  made  provifion  of  bread  for  twenty  days,  befides  what  they  had 
aboard,  the  admiral  refolved  to  continue  his  voyage  towards  Spain  ;  but  perceiving  that 
ifland  was  an  inlet  to  the  others,  he  thought  fit  firft  to  fatisfy  thofe  women  with  fome 
gifts,  in  fatisfaction  for  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained,  and  therefore  fent  them  all  afliore, 
except  the  chief  lady,  who  chofe  to  go  into  Spain  with  her  daughter,  among  the  other 
Indians  of  the  ifland  Hifpaniola,  one  of  whom  was  Cuonabo,  who,  it  has  been  faid, 
was  the  chief  man  in  all  the  ifland,  and  that  becaufe  he  was  not  a  native  of  it,  but  of 
the  Caribbees,  and  therefore  that  lady  was  content  to  go  into  Spain  vidth  the  admiral. 
He  having  furnifhed  himfelf  with  bread,  wood,  and  water,  fet  fail  on  Wednefday  the 
2oth  of  April  from  Guadaloupe,  with  the  wind  very  fcant,  keeping  near  the  latitude  of 
22  degrees  ;  for  at  that  time  they  had  not  found  out  the  method  of  running  away  north 
to  meet  the  fouth-weft  winds. 

Having  made  but  little  way,  and  the  fliips  being  full  of  people,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
they  all  began  to  be  much  afflifted  for  want  of  provifions,  which  was  fo  great,  that  they 
had  but  fix  ounces  of  bread  a  day  for  each,  and  lefs  than  a  pint  of  water,  with- 
out any  thing  elfe.  And  though  there  were  eight  or  nine  pilots  in  thofe  two  (hips,  yet 
none  of  them  knew  where  they  were  ;  but  the  admiral  was  confident  they  were  but  a 
little  weft  of  the  Azores,  whereof  he  gives  an  account  in  his  journal  thus. 

This  morning  the  Dutch  compaflTes  varied,  as  they  ufed  to  do,  a  point ;  and  thofe 
of  Genoa,  that  ufed  to  agree  with  them,  varied  but  a  very  little,  but  afterwards  failing 
eaft  vary  more,  which  is  a  fign  we  are  one  hundred  leagues,  or  fomewhat  more,  weft 
of  the  Azores ;  for  when  we  were  juft  one  hundred,  there  were  but  a  few  fcattered 
weeds  in  the  fea ;  and  the  Dutch  needles  varied  a  point,  thofe  of  Genoa  cutting  the 
north  point ;  and  when  we  are  fomewhat  farther  eaft-north-eaft,  they  will  alter  again  ; 
which  was  verified  on  Sunday  following,  being  the  22d  of  May  ;  by  which,  and  the 
exaftnefs  of  his  account,  he  found  he  was  one  hundred  leagues  from  the  iflands  Azores, 
which  he  was  furprized  at,  and  afligned  this  difference  to  the  feveral  forts  of  load-ftones 
the  needles  are  made  by;  for  till  they  come  juft  to  that  longitude,  they  all  varied  a 
point,  and  there  fome  held  it ;  and  thofe  of  Genoa  exadtly  cut  the  north-ftar.  The 
fame  was  yet  farther  demonftrated  the  next  day,  being  the  24th  of  May.  Thus  con- 
tinuing their  voyage,  though  all  the  pilots  went  like  blind  men,  on  Wednefday  the  8th 
of  June,  they  came  in  fight  of  Odcmira,  between  Lifhon  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  all  the 
pilots  for  feveral  days  having  fUU  made  for  the  land,  except  the  admiral,  who  the 
night  before  flacked  his  fails  for  fear  of  land,  faying,  he  did  fo  becaufe  they  were  near 
cape  St.  Vincent,  which  all  laughed  at ;  fome  of  them  aflirming  they  were  in  theKnglifli 
channel,  and  thofe  that  erred  leafl,  faid,  they  were  on  the  coafl  of  Gallicia,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  take  in  any  fail,  it  being  better  to  die  afhore  than  ftarve  miferably 
at  fea,  the  fcarcity  being  fo  great,  that  there  were  many,  who,  like  the  canibals,  were 
for  eating  the  Indians  they  had  aboard  ;  and  others,  to  fave  the  little  proviiion  there  was 
left,  were  for  throwing  them  overboard ;  which  they  would  have  done,  had  not  the 
admiral  ufed  all  his  authority  to  prevent  it,  confidering  they  were  human  creatures, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  worfe  ufed  than  the  reft ;  and  fo  it  pleafed  God  to  reward 
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him  with  the  fight  of  land  next  morning,  as  he  had  promifed  them  all,  for  which 
reafon  he  was  afterwards  looked  upon  by  the  feamen  as  mod  expert,  and  ahnoft  pro- 
phetical in  fea  aliairs. 

CHAP.  LXV.  —  How  the  Admiral  -went  to  Court,  and  their  Catholick  Majejlks  fet 

him  out  again  for  the  Indies. 

THE  admiral  being  landed  in  Spain,  began  to  prepare  for  his  journey  to  Burgos, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  who  were  there  cele- 
brating the  nuptials  of  Prince  John  their  fon,  who  married  Margaret  of  Auftria, 
daughter  to  Maximilian  the  Emperor,  who  was  conduced  into  Spain,  and  received  by 
moft  of  the  nobility,  and  the  greateft  appearance  of  perfons  of  quality  that  had  ever 
been  feen  together  in  Spain.  But  though  I  was  prefent  as  page  to  Prince  John,  I  fhall 
not  mention  the  particulars  of  this  folemnity,  as  well  becaufe  it  does  not  belong  to  our 
hiilory,  as  becaufe  Their  Highnelfes  hifloriographers  have  doubtlefs  taken  care  to  do  it. 
Therefore  to  return  to  what  concerns  the  admiral,  I  fay,  that  being  come  to  Burgos, 
he  prefented  Their  Majefties  with  feveral  things  he  brought  as  famples  from  the  Indies, 
as  well  birds  and  beads,  as  trees,  plants,  iuflruments  and  other  things  the  Indians  ufe 
for  their  fervice  and  direrfion  ;  alfo  feveral  girdles  and  mafks,  with  eyes  and  ears  of 
plates  of  gold,  befides  much  gold  fand,  grofs  and  fmall,  as  nature  produced  it :  fome 
grains  as  big  as  vetches,  fome  as  beans,  and  fome  as  pigeons  eggs.  This  was  not 
afterwards  fo  much  valued,  becaufe  in  progrefs  of  time,  there  were  pieces  of  gold 
found  that  weighed  above  thirty  pounds.  Yet  at  this  time  what  he  brought  was  much 
valued,  in  hopes  of  what  was  hoped  for,  and  accordingly  Their  Majefties  received  it  in 
good  part.  When  the  admiral  had  given  them  an  account  of  all  that  related  to  the 
improving  and  peopling  the  Indies  j  he  was  defirous  to  return  with  fpeed,  for  fear  fome 
difafler  Ihould  happen  in  his  abfence,  efpecially  becaufe  he  had  left  the  people  there  in 
great  want  of  all  neceiTaries.  Though  he  prefled  hard  on  this  account,  yet  the  affairs 
of  that  court  being  fubject  to  delays,  he  could  not  be  fo  foon  difpatched,  but  that  ten 
or  twelve  months  elapfed  before  he  obtained  two  fhips,  which  were  fent  before  with 
fuccours  under  the  command  of  Peter  Fernandez  Coronel.  Thefe  fet  out  in  February 
1498,  and  the  admiral  flayed  to  negociate  the  obtaining  fuch  a  fleet  as  was  requifite  for 
him  to  return  to  the  Indies.  But  he  was  forced  to  flay  above  a  year  at  Burgos  and  at 
Medina  del  Campo ;  where,  in  the  year  1499,  Their  Catholic  Majefties  granted  him 
many  favours,  and  gave  the  necefTary  orders  for  his  affairs,  and  for  the  government, 
and  fettling  of  the  Indies.  Whereof  I  here  make  mention,  that  it  may  appear  how 
ready  Their  Catholic  Majefties  were  as  yet  to  reward  his  merits  and  fervice,  and  how 
much  they  afterwards  altered,  through  the  falfe  informations  of  malicious  and  envious 
perfons,  infomuch  as  to  fuffer  the  wrongs  to  be  done  him,  which  we  fhall  give  an 
account  of  hereafter.  But  to  return  to  his  departure  from  court  to  Seville,  there  the 
fitting  out  of  the  fleet  was  retarded  much  longer  than  was  convenient,  through  the 
negligence  and  ill  management  of  the  King's  officers,  and  particularly  of  D.  John  de 
Fonfeca,  arch-deacon  of  Seville.  Whence  it  proceeded,  that  the  faid  D.  John,  who 
was  afterwards  bilhop  of  Burgos,  ever  was  an  utter  enemy  to  the  admiral  and  his 
affairs,  and  was  chief  of  thofe  that  brought  him  into  difgrace  with  Their  Catholic 
Majefties.  And  to  the  end  that  D.  James  my  brother  and  I^  who  had  ferved  as  pages 
to  Prince  John,  who  was  now  dead,  might  not  fuffer  by  his  delays,  nor  be  abfent  from 
court,  till  the  time  of  his  departure;  he  fent  us,  on  the  2d  of  November  1497, from  Seville, 
to  ferve  ftill  as  pages  to  Her  Majefty  Queen  Ifabel,  or  Elizabeth,  of  glorious  memory. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  LXVI.  —  The  Adtniral  fets  out  from  Spain  to  difcover  the  Continent  of  Paria. 

THE  admiral  forwarding  his  expedition  with  all  poflible  care,  on  the  30th  of  May 
1498,  fet  fail  from  the  bay  of  St.  Lucar  de  Berrameda,  with  fix  fliips  loaded  with 
provifions  and  other  neceflaries,  for  the  relief  of  the  planters  in  Hifpaniola,  and 
peopling  of  that  ifland. 

On  the  7th  of  June  he  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Puerto  Santo,  where  he  heard  mafs, 
and  ftaid  to  take  in  wood  and  water,  and  what  elfe  he  flood  in  need  of ;  yet  that  fame 
night  failed  away  towards  Madeira,  whither  he  came  on  Sunday  the  9th  of  June,  and 
there  at  the  town  of  Fonchal,  was  courteoufly  received  and  treated  by  the  governor  of 
that  ifland,  with  whom  he  ftaid  to  provide  himfelf  farther  till  Saturday  in  the  afternoon, 
when  he  failed,  and  on  Wednefday  the  1 9th  of  June  arrived  at  Gomera,  where  there 
was  a  French  Hiip  that  had  taken  three  Spaniards  ;  who  feeing  the  admiral's  fquadron, 
weighed  and  ftood  to  fea  with  them.  The  admiral  fuppofmg  they  had  been  merchant 
fliips,  and  fled,  believing  him  to  be  a  Frenchman,  took  no  care  to  purfue,  till  when 
they  were  at  a  great  diftance,  he  was  informed  what  they  were,  and  fent  after  them 
three  of  his  fliips ;  for  fear  of  which  the  French  left  one  of  the  fliips  they  had  taken, 
and  fled  with  the  other  two,  fo  that  the  admiral  could  not  fetch  them  up.  They 
might  have  carried  the  other  off"  too,  had  they  not  forfoken  it ;  for  when  the  ad.-airal 
appeared  in  the  port,  in  the  confternation  they  were  in,  they  had  not  time  to  man  it ; 
fo  that  there  being  but  four  Frenchmen  aboard,  and  fix  Spaniards  of  thofe  that  had 
been  taken  in  it ;  thefe  feeing  the  afliftance  coming  to  them,  clapt  the  French  under 
hatches,  and  returned  to  the  port,  where  the  fliip  was  reltored  to  its  niafter ;  and  the 
French  had  fuffered,  but  that  D.  Alvaro  de  Lugo  the  governor,  and  all  the  ifland 
interceded  for  them,  who  begged  them  to  exchange  for  fix  of  their  men  the  French 
had  carried  away,  which  the  admiral  granted.  Still  haftening  on  his  way,  he  failed 
for  the  ifland  Ferro  on  Thurfday  the  2ift  of  June.  There  he  refolved  to  fend  away 
three  of  his  fix  fhips  to  Hifpaniola,  and  to  fail  away  with  the  reft  towards  the  iflands  of 
Capo  Verde ;  thence  to  fail  directly  over,  and  difcover  the  continent.  He  therefore 
appointed  a  captain  over  each  ftiip,  of  thofe  he  fent  to  Hifpaniola,  one  of  which  was 
Peter  de  Arana,  coufin  to  that  Arana  who  died  in  Hifpaniola ;  the  fecond,  Alonza 
Sancher  de  Carvagal ;  and  the  third,  one  John  Anthony  Colon,  his  own  kinfman  ;  to 
whom  he  gave  particular  inftruftion,  that  eacli  of  them  fliould  command  a  week  in  his 
turn.  This  done,  he  fet  out  for  the  iflands  of  Capo  Verde,  and  thofe  captains  for 
Hifpaniola.  But  that  climate  he  was  then  entering  upon  being  unhealthy  at  that  time, 
he  had  a  terrible  fit  of  the  gout  in  one  leg,  and  four  days  after  he  fell  into  a  violent 
fever ;  yet  notwithftanding  his  ficknefs,  he  was  ftill  himfelf,  and  diligently  obferved 
the  way  the  fhip  made,  the  alterations  of  the  weather  that  happened,  as  he  had  done 
fince  his  firft  voyage. 

On  Wednefday  the  25th  of  June  he  difcovered  the  ifland  de  Sal,  one  of  thofe  of 
Capo  Verde ;  pafling  by  it,  he  came  to  aii<5ther  called  Boa  ll/iii,  a  name  remote  from 
the  truth,  for  it  fignifies  a  good  fight,  and  the  place  is  dull  and  wretched.  Here  he 
caft  anchor  in  a  channel  near  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  near  to  where  there 
are  fix  or  feven  houfes  of  the  inhabitants  for  pcrfons  troubled  with  the  leprofy,  who 
came  thither  to  be  cured.  And  as  failors  rejoice  when  they  difcover  land,  fb  do  thcfe 
wretches  much  more,  when  they  fee  any  fhips.  Therefore  they  prefently  ran  down 
to  the  fhore,  to  fpeak  to  thofe  the  admiral  fent  afliore  in  the  boats  to  take  in  water  and 
fait,  there  being  alfo  abundance  of  goats  there.     Undcrftanding  tliey  were  Spaniards, 
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the  Portuguefe  who  had  charge  of  the  ifland  for  the  owner,  went  aboard  to  fpeak  to 
the  admiral,  and  offer  hini  all  he  demanded ;  for  which  the  admiral  thanked  him, 
ordered  him  to  be  well  treated,  and  feme  provifion  given  him,  becaufe  by  reafon  of 
the  barrennefs  of  the  ifland,  they  always  live  miferably.  The  admiral  being  defirous 
to  know  what  method  they  ufed  to  cure  the  lepers,  that  man  told  him,  that  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  was  one  main  caufe  of  it ;  and  the  next  was  their  diet,  becaufe  there 
came  thither  a  vafl  number  of  tortoifes,  on  which  the  fick  feed,  and  anoint  themfelves 
with  their  blood,  and  continuing  it  a  fliort  time  they  recover ;  but  that  thofe  who  are 
born  infected  with  this  diftemper  are  longer  a  curing.  That  the  reafon  of  having  fo 
many  tortoifes,  was  the  fhores  being  all  fandy,  whither  the  tortoifes,  in  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  Auguft,  came  over  from  the  fliore  of  Africk,  moft  of  them  as  big  as- 
an  ordinary  target,  and  that  every  night  they  came  up  to  fleep  and  lay  their  eggs  on 
the  fand  ;  that  the  people  went  along  the  fhore  in  the  night  with  lanthorns  or  other 
light,  feeking  the  track  the  tortoife  leaves  on  the  fand,  which  they  follow^  till  they  find 
the  fifh ;  which  deing  tired  with  coming  fo  far,  fleeps  fo  found  that  it  hears  not  its 
enemy.  He  having  found  and  turned  his  belly  up,  without  doing  any  more  harm, 
goes  on  to  feek  more ;  for  when  turned,  they  cannot  fiir  from  the  place,  or  recover 
their  feet.  Having  got  as  many  as  they  think  fit,  they  come  again  in  the  morning  -to 
chufe  thofe  they  like  befl ;  and  letting  go  the  leall,  carry  away  the  others  to  eat.  So 
wretchedly  do  the  fick  live,  without  any  other  employment  or  fuflenance,  the  ifland 
being  very  dry  and  barren,  without  trees  or  fprings,  fo  that  they  drink  of  certain  wells 
whofe  water  is  thick  and  brackifli.  Thofe  who  had  charge  of  the  ifland,  which  were 
only  that  man  and  four  more,  had  no  other  employment,  but  only  to  kill  goats  and  fait 
them  to  fend  into  Portugal.  He  laid,  there  were  fuch  multitudes  of  thefe  goats  on  the 
mountains,  that  fome  years  they  killed  to  the  value  of  three  or  four  thoufand  ducats ; 
and  that  they  all  came  from  eight  goats,  carried  thither  by  the  proprietor  of  the  ifland, 
whofe  name  was  Roderick  Alfonfo,  the  King  of  Portugal's  fecretaly  of  the  cuftoms. 
That  very  often  the  hunters  are  four  or  five  months  without  bread,  or  any  other  thing 
to  eat,  except  goats'  flefli  and  fifli ;  for  which  reafon  he  made  great  account  of  the 
provifion  he  had  given  him.  That  man  and  his  companions,  with  fome  of  the  admiral's 
men,  went  out  a  goat-hunting ;  but  perceiving  it  required  much  time  to  kill  all  he  had 
need  of,  he  would  flay  no  longer,  being  in  great  hafte. 

On  Saturday  the  30th  of  June  he  failed  for  the  ifland  of  Santiago,  the  chief  of  Capo 
Verde,  where  he  arrived  the  next  day  in  the  evening,  and  anchored  near  a  church, 
fending  afhore  to  buy  fome  cows  and  bulls  to  carry  alive  to  Hifpaniola :  yet  obferving 
it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  furnifh  himfelf  fo  foon  as  he  defired,  and  how  prejudicial 
delays  were  to  him,  he  refolved  to  flay  no  longer ;  and  the  more  for  fear  his  men 
fhould  ficken,  that  country  being  unhealthy.  He  fays,  that  all  the  while  he  was  at  that 
ifland,  he  never  faw  the  fky  nor  any  flar  ;  but  there  was  always  a  thick  hot  fog, 
infomuch  that  three  parts  of  the  inhabitants  were  fick,  and  they  all  of  them  had  a 
bafe  colour. 

CHAP,  LXVII.  —  How  the  Admiral  failed  from  the  IfJands  of  Capo  Verde,  to  difcovcr  the 
Continent ;  of  the  violent  Heat  he  endured,  and  great  Brightnefs  of  the  Noj-th-Star. 

ON  Thurfday  the  5th  of  July  the  admiral  left  the  ifland  of  Santiago,  failing  fouth- 
weft,  with  a  refolution  to  hold  that  courfe  till  he  was  under  the  equinoclial,  and  then 
to  fleer  due  weft,  that  he  might  find  fome  other  land,  or  crofs  over  to  Hifpaniola. 
But  the  currents  among  thofe  iflands  fetting  violently  towards  the  north  and  north- 

VOL.  XII.  o  well. 


ng  LIFE    OF    COLON,    BY    HIS    SON. 

weft,  he  could  not  Ml  as  he  dcfigned ;  fo  that  he  fays,  on  Saturday  the  7th  of  July 
he  was  ftill  in  fight  of  the  illand  of  Fogo,  which  is  one  of  thofe  of  Capo  Verde ;  which, 
he  -fays,  is  very  high  land  on  the  fouth  fide ;  and  at  a  diftance,  looks  like  a  great 
church,'  with  -a  fteeple  at  the  eaft  end,  which  is  a  vaft  high  rock;  \yhence  before  the 
eaft  winds  blow,  there  ufually  breaks  out  much  fire ;  as  is  feen  at  Tenerif,  Vefuvius, 
and  mount  iEtna.     From  this  laft  country  of  Chriltians  he  held  on  his  courfe  fouth- 
weft,  till  he  came  into  only  five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  where  he  was  becalmed, 
having  been  till  then  continually  attended  by  the  fog  we  mentioned  above.     The  calm 
lafted  eight  days,  with  fuch  violent  heat,  that  it  almoft  burnt  the  Ihips ;  and  there  was 
no  man  could  abide  under  deck,  and  had  it  not  rained  fometimes,  and  the  fun  been 
clouded,  he  thought  they  would  have  been  burnt  alive,   together  with  the  fliips ;  for 
the  firft  day  of  the  calm,  which  was  fair,  the  heat  was  fo  violent,  that  nothing  could 
withftand  it,  had  not  God  miraculoufly  relieved  them  with  the  aforefaid  rain  and  fog. 
Having  therefore  got  oft"  a  little  to  the  northward,  into  feven  degrees  of  latitude,  he 
refolved  not  to  make  any  more  to  the  fouth,  but  fail  due  weft,  at  leaft  till  he  faw  how 
the  weather  fettled  ;  becaufe  he  had  loft  many  calks  with  the  great  heat ;  the  hoops  fleW, 
and  the  corn  and  all  provifions  were  fcorched  up.     About  the  middle  of  July,  he  fays, 
he  very  carefully  took  the  latitude,  and  found  a  wonderful  difference  between  that  and 
the  parallel  of  the  Azores.     For  there,  when  the  Charles's  Wain  was  on  the  right, 
that  is,  eaft,  then  the  North-Star  was  loweft,  and  from  that  time  began  to  rife ;  fo 
that  when  the  Charles's  Wain  was  over  head,  the  North-Star  was  two  degrees  and  an 
half  higher,  and  being  once  paffed  that,  began  again  to  defcend  the  fimic  five  degrees 
it  afcended.     This,  he  fays,    he  obferved  feveral   times  very  carefully,    the  weather 
beino-  very  fit  for  that  purpofe.     But  that  where  he  was  at  this  time  in  the  torrid  zone, 
it  happened  quite  contrary  ;  for  when  the  Charles's  Wain  was  in  its  greateft  elevation, 
he  found  the  North-Star  fix  degrees  high  ;  and  when  the  Charles's  Wain  came  to  the 
weft,  in  fix  hours  fpace  he  found  the  North-Star  eleven  degrees  high  ;  and  then  in  the 
morning,  when  the  Charles's  Wain  was  quite  deprefled,  though  it  could  not  be  feen 
*)ecaufe  of  the  inclination  of  the  pole,  the  North-Star  was  fix  degrees  high,  fo  that  the 
difference  was  ten  degrees,  and  it  made  a  circle,  whofe  diameter  was  ten  degrees, 
whereas  in  the  other  place  it  made  but  five,  lowering  the  pofition  ;  for  there  it  is 
loweft  when  the  other  is  weft,  and  here  when  in  its  elevation.     The  reafon  of  it  he 
thought  very  difficult  to  comprehend ;  and  not  being  completely  mailer  of  it,  without 
farther  rcfleftions  on  it,  he  lays,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  in  what  relates  to  the  circum- 
ference of  the  ftar's  orb,  it  may  be  faid,  that  at  the  equinoftial  the  full  appears,^  and 
the  nearer  a  man  goes  to  the  pole  it  feems  the  lefs,  becaufe  the  heaven  is  more  oblique. 
As  for  the  variaticm,  1  Ix^lieve  the  ftar  has  the  quality  of  all  the  four  quarters,  as  has 
the  needle,  which  if  touched  to  the  ealt  fide  points  to  the  eaft,  and  fo  of  the  weft, 
north,  and  fouth ;  and  therefore  he  that  makes  the  compafs,  covers  the  load-ftone 
with  a  cloth,  all  but  the  north  part  of  it,  viz.  that  which  has  the  virtue  to  make  the 
fleel  point  north. 

CHAP.  LXVIIL  — H«/w  ik'  Admiral  difcovercd  the  Ijlaiid  of  the  Trinity,  and  faiij 

the  Continent. 

ON  Tuefday  the  laft  day  of  July  1498,  the  admiral  having  failed  many  days  weft, 

infomuch,  that  in  his  judgment,  the  Caribbee  iflands  were  north  of  him,  he  refolved 

not  to  hold  that  courfe  any  longer,  but  to  make  for  Hifpaiiiola,  not  only  becaufe  he 

was  in.  great  want  (;f  water,  but  alfo  becaufe  all  his  provifions  perillicd,  and  lie  was 

'  10  afraid 
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afraid  left  during  his  abfence  mutiny  or  diforder  had  happened  -among  the  people  he 
left  there,  as  in  effett  there  had,  as  we  fhall  fhew  hereafter.  Therefore  altering  his 
courfe  from  the  weft,  he  ftood  north,  thinking  to  light  on  fome  of  the  Caribbee 
iflands,  there  to  refrefti  his  men,  and  take  in  wood  and  water,  whereof  he  had 
great  want. 

As  he  was  thus  failing  one  day  about  noon,  Alpnzo  Perez  Nirando,  a  failor  of  the 
town  of  Gullva,  going  up  to  the  round-top,  faw  land  to  the  weftward  at  about  fifteen 
leagues  diftance,  and  there  appeared  three  mountains  all  at  the  fame  time ;  but  not 
long  after  they  perceived  the  fame  land  ftretched  out  towards  the  north-eaft,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach,  and  that  did  not  feem  to  be  the  end.  Having  given  thanks  to 
God,  faid  the  Salve  Retina.,  and  other  prayers  the  feamen  ufe  in  time  of  diftrefs  or 
joy,  the  admiral  called  that  land  the  ifland  of  the  Trinity ;  as  well  becaufe  he  had 
before  thoughts  of  giving  that  name  to  the  firft  land  that  he  found,  as  in  return,  becaufe 
it  had  pleaded  God  to  ftitnv  him  three  mountains  all  together,  as  has  been  faid.  He 
failed  due  weft,  to  make  a  cape  that  appeared  to  the  fouth  of  him,  and  making  for  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  till  he  came  to  an  anchor,  five  leagues  beyond  a  point,  which 
he  called  de  la  Galera,  or  of  the  galley,  becaufe  of  a  a  rock  that  lay  near  the  point, 
and  at  a  diftance  looked  like  a  galley  under  fail.  Having  now  but  one  caflc  of  water 
for  all  his  ftiip's  crew,  and  the  other  fliips  being  in  the  fame  condition,  there  being  no 
conveniency  here  to  take  in  any,  on  Wednefday  following  in  the  morning  he  con- 
tinued his  courfe  ftill  weft,  and  caft  anchor  at  another  point,  which  he  called  de  la 
Plaga,  or,  of  the  Strand,  where  the  people  landed,  and  took  water,  in  a  delicate 
brook,  without  feeing  any  town  or  people  there ;  though  along  the  coaft  they  left 
behind,  they  had  feen  niany  houfes  and  towns.  True  it  is,  they  found  the  tokens  of 
fifhermen,  who  had  fled,  leaving  behind  them  fome  of  their  fiftiing  tackle.  They  alfo 
faw  the  prints  of  the  feet  of  beafts,  which  feemed  to  be  of  goats,  and  faw  the  bones  of 
one,  but  the  head  being  without  horns,  they  thought  it  might  be  of  foine  catamountain, 
or  monkey,  as  they  afterwards  found  it  to  be,  feeing  abundance  of  thofe  cats  in  Paria. 
This  fame  day,  being  the  firft  of  Auguft,  failing  between  cape  Galera  and  that  of 
la  Plaga  fouthwards,  they  difcovered  the  contineht,  about  twenty-five  leagues  diftance, 
-as  they  guefled  ;  but  they  thinking  it  another  ifland,  called  it  Ifla  Santa,  or  Holy 
Ifland.  The  land  they  faw  of  the  Trinity,  between  the  two  points,  was  thirty  leagues 
in  length  eaft  and  weft,  without  any  harbour ;  but  all  the  country  very  pleafant  with 
trees  down  to  the  fea,  and  abundance  of  towns.  This  fpace  they  ran  in  a  very  ftiort 
time,  becaufe  the  current  of  the  fea  fet  fo  very  violent  weftward,  that  it  looked  like  a 
rapid  river  both  day  and  night,  and  at  all  hours,  notwithftanding  the  tide  flowed  and 
ebbed  along  the  fliore  above  forty  paces,  as  happens  at  St.  Lucar  de  Berrameda,  when 
there  are  floods  ;  for  though  the  water  rife  and  fall  never  fo  much,  yet  it  never  ceafes 
running  towards  the  fea. 

CHAP.  LXIX.  —  How  the  Admiral  failed  to  the  Cape,  called  Puntal  del  Arenal,  and 

a  Canoo  came  out  to  talk  to  him. 

PERCEIVING  they  could  have  no  account  of  the  people  of  the  country  at  this 
cape,  and  that  there  was  no  conveniency  of  taking  water,  without  exceflive  labour, 
and  there  was  no  conveniency  of  careening  the  fliips  and  getting  provifions,  the  next 
being  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  the  admiral  went  on  to  another  point  of  land,  -which 
feemed  to  be  moft  wefterly  in  that  ifland,  and  called  it  del  Arenal,  where  he  came  to 
an  anchor,  thinking  the  eafterly  winds  which  reign  there  would  not  be  fo  troublefome 
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to  the  boats  in  going  backwards  and  forwards.  On  the  way  before  they  came  to  this 
point,  a  canoo  began  to  follow  them  with  twenty-five  men  in  it,  and  ftopped  at  about 
a  cannon  fhot  diftancc,  calling  out  and  talldng  very  loud.  Nothing  could  be  under- 
ftood,  though  it  was  fuppofed  they  inquired  who  our  men  were,  and  whence  they 
came,  as  the  other  Indians  ufcd  to  do  at  firll.  There  being  no  poflibility  ot  perfuading 
them  with  any  words  to  come  aboard,  they  began  to  fhew  them  feveral  things,  that 
they  might  covet  to  have  them,  fuch  as  little  brafs  bafons,  looking-glafTes,  and  other 
things  the  reft  of  the  Indians  ufed  to  make  great  account  of.  But  though  this  drew 
them  a  little,  yet  they  foon  flopped  again  ;  and  therefore  the  more  to  allure  them,  the 
admiral  ordered  one  to  get  upon  the  poop  with  a  tabor  and  pipe,  and  fome  young 
fellows  to  dance.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  law  it,  they  put  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of 
defence,  laying  hold  of  their  targets,  and  fhooting  their  arrows  at  thofe  that  danced, 
who,  by  the  admiral's  command,  that  thofe  people  might  not  go  unpuniflied,  or  con- 
temn the  Chriftians,  leaving  their  dance  began  to  flioot  with  their  crofs  bows,  fo  that 
they  were  glad  to  draw  off,  and  made  to  another  caraval,  clapping  clofe  to  its  fide 
without  any  appref.enfion.  The  pilot  of  the  (hip  went  over  into  the' canoo,  and  gave 
them  fome  things  they  were  very  well  pleafed  with,  and  faid,  if  they  had  been  afhore 
they  would  have  brought  him  bread  from  their  houfes,  and  fo  they  went  towards  land  ; 
nor  would  they  in  the  fhip  (fop  ever  a  one,  for  fear  of  difpleafmg  the  admiral.  The 
account  they  gave  of  them  was,  that  they  were  well-fliaped  people,  and  whiter  than 
thofe  of  the  other  iflands ;  and  that  they  wear  their  hair  long,  like  women,  bound 
with  fmall  ftrings,  and  covered  their  privities  with  little  clouts. 

CHAP.  LXX.  —  Of  the  Danger  the  Ships  ivere  in,  entering  the  Mouth  of  the  Channel y 
they  called  Boca  del  Drago,  or  the  Dragon's  Mouth  ;  and  hoiv  Paria  ivas  difcovered, 
being  the  jirjl  Difcovery  on  the  Continent. 

AS  foon  as  the  fhips  had  anchored  at  Punto  del  Arenal,  the  admiral  fent  the  boats 
afhore  for  water,  and  to  get  fome  information  of  the  Indians ;  but  they  could  do 
neither,  that  country  being  very  low,  and  unpeopled.  He  therefore  ordered  them  the 
next  day  to  dig  trenches  on  the  ifland,  and  by  good  luck  they  found  them  ready  made, 
and  full  of  excellent  water,  and  it  was  thought  the  fifliermen  had  made  them.  Having 
taken  what  they  wanted,  the  admiral  refolved  to  proceed  on  to  another  mouth  or 
channel  which  appeared  towards  the  north-weft,  which  he  afterwards  called  Boca  del 
Drago,  or  the  Dragon's  Mouth,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  that  where  he  was,  to  which  he 
had  given  the  name  of  Boca  de  la  Sierpe,  or  the  Serpent's  Mouth.  Thefe  two  mouths 
or  chaimels,  like  the  Dardanelles,  were  made  by  the  two  weftermoft  pohits  of  the 
Trinity  ifland,  and  two  others  of  the  continent,  and  lay  almoft  north  and  fouth  of  one 
another.  In  the  midft  of  tiiat,  where  the  admiral  anchored,  was  another  rock,  which 
he  called  EfGallo,  that  is  the  Cock.  Through  this  mouth,  he  called  Boca  de  Sierpe, 
the  water  continually  ran  fo  furioully  ni^rthward,  as  if  it  had  been  the  mouth  of  fome 
great  river,  which  was  the  reafon  of  giving  it  that  name,  becaufe  ot  the  fright  it  put 
them  into.-  For  as  they  lay  very  fecurely  at  anchor,  there  came  a  ftrongcr  ftream  of 
water  than  ufual,  with  a  hideous  noife,  running  through  that  mouth  northward.  And 
another  current  running  out  of  the  gulph  now  called  Paria,  oppofite  to  that  before- 
mentioited,  tliey  met  with  Iiideous  roaring,  and  caufcd  the  lea  to  fweLl  up  like  a  high 
mountain,  or  ridge  of  hills  along  that  channel,  which  mountain  foon  came  towards  the 
(hips,  to  the  great  terror  of  all  men,  fearing  they  fhould  over-fet.  But  it  pleafed  God 
it  palled  under,  or  rather  lifted  thcni  up  without  doing  any  harm,  though  it  drew  the 

anchor 
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anchor  of  one  of"  them,  carrying  the  velfel  away ;  but  by  the  help  of  their  fails  they 
efcaped  the  danger,  not  without  mortal  fear  of  being  loft.  That  furious  current  being 
palled,  the  admiral  confulering  the  danger  he  was  in  there,  flood  for  the  Dragon's 
JVIouth,  which  was  between  the  north  point  of  the  Trinity  ifland,  and  the  eaft  point  of 
Paria ;  yet  went  not  through  it  at  that  time,  but  failed  along  the  fouth  coafl;  of  I'aria 
wellward,  believing  it  to  be  an  ifland,  and  Iioping  to  fuul  a  way  out  northwards  to- 
wards Hifpaniola.  And  though  there  were  many  ports  along  that  coafl  of  Paria,  he 
would  put  into  none,  all  the  fea  being  a  harbour  locked  in  with  the  continent. 

CHAP.  LXXI.  —  Houi  there  laas  fame  Gold  and  Pearls  found  in  Paria,  and  a  People 

of  good  Converfation. 

THE  admiral  being  at  an  anchor  on  the  fifth  of  Augufl,  and  it  being  his  particular 
devotion  never  to  weigh  on  a  Sunday,  he  lent  the  boats  afhore,  where  they  found 
abundance  of  fruit  of  the  fame  fort  they  had  feen  in  the  other  iflands  ;  great  numbers 
of  trees,  and  figns  of  people  that  had  lied  for  fear  of  the  Chriflians.  But  being  un- 
willing to  lofe  time,  he  failed  down  the  coafl  fifteen  leagues  farther  without  going  into 
any  harbour,  for  fear  he  fhould  mifs  of  wind  to  bring  him  out.  Being  at  an  anchor  on 
the  coafl,  at  the  end  of  thefe  fifteen  leagues,  there  came  out  a  canoo  to  the  caraval 
called  El  Borreo,  with  three  men  in  it ;  and  the  pilot  knowing  how  much  the  admiral 
coveted  to  receive  fome  information  from  thofe  people,  he  pretended  to  talk  to  them, 
and  let  himfelf  fall  into  the  canoo,  and  the  Spaniards  in  the  boat  took  thofe  three  men, 
and  carried  them  to  the  admiral,  who  made  verv  much  of  them,  and  fent  them  afhore 
with  many  gifts,  where  there  appeared  abundance  of  liidians.  Thefe  hearing  the  good 
account  the  three  gave  them,  came  all  in  their  canoos  to  barter  for  fuch  things  as  they 
had,  which  were  much  the  fame  as  had  been  feen  in  the  iflands  before  difcovered,  only 
that  here  they  had  no  targets,  nor  poifoned  arrows,  which  thefe  people  do  not  ufe,  but 
only  the  cannibals.  Their  drink  was  a  fort  of  liquor  as  white  as  milk,  and  another 
fomewhat  blacklfh,  tailing  like  green  wine  made  of  grapes  not  quite  ripe,  but  they 
could  not  learn  what  fruit  it  was  made  of.  They  wore  cotton  cloths  well  wove,  of 
feveral  colours,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  handkerchief,  fome  bigger  and  fome  lefs ;  and 
•what  they  mofl  valued  of  our  things  was  brafs,  and  efpccially  bells.  The  people  feem 
to  be  more  civilized  and  tradable  than  thofe  of  Hifpaniola.  They  cover  their  nakednefs 
with  one  of  thofe  cloths  above-mentioned,  and  have  another  wrapped  about  their  head. 
The  women  cover  nothing,  not  even  their  privities :  the  fame  they  do  in  the  Trinity 
ifland.  They  faw  nothing  of  value  here,  except  fome  little  plates  of  gold  they  hung 
about  their  necks ;  for  which  reafon,  and  bc.'caufe  the  admiral  could  not  flay  to  dive 
into  the  fecrets  of  the  countrv,  he  ordered  fix  of  thofe  Indians  to  be  taken,  and  con- 
tinued his  voyage  weflward,  believing  that  land  of  Paria,  which  he  called  the  Holy 
Ifland,  was  no  continent.  Soon  after  another  ifland  appeared  towards  the  fouth,  and 
another  no  lefs  than  that  towards  the  weft,  all  high  land,  fowed  and  well  peopled ; 
and  the  Indians  had  more  plates  of  gold  about  their  necks  than  the  others,  and  abun- 
dance of  guaninis,  which  is  very  low  gold.  They  laid  that  was  produced  in  other 
weflern  iflande,  inhabited  by  people  that  eat  men.  The  women  had  firings  of  beads 
about  their  arms,  and  among  them  very  fine  large  and  fmall  pearls  flrung,  fome 
whereof  were  got  in  exchange  to  fend  their  Catholic  Majefties  as  a  fample.  Being 
afl^ed  where  they  found  thofe  things,  they  made  figns  to  fhow  that  in  the  oyfter-fhells 
which  were  taken  weflward  of  that  land  of  Paria,  and  beyond  it  towards  the  north. 
Upon  this,  the  admiral  ftaid  there  to  know  more  of  that  good  difcovery,  and  fent  the 

boats 
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boats  afhore,  where  all  the  people  of  the  country  that  had  flocked  together,  appeared 
fo  tractable  and  friendly,  that  they  importuned  the  Chriftians  to  go  along  with  them 
to  a  houfe  not  far  off,  where  they  gave  them  to  eat,  and  a  great  deal  of  that  wine  of 
theirs.  Then  from  that  houfe,  which  it  is  likely  was  the  King's  palace,  they  carried 
them  to  another,  which  was  his  fon's,  and  fhewed  them  the  fame  kindnefs.  They 
were  all  in  general  whiter  than  any  they  had  feen  in  the  Indies,  and  of  better  afpefts 
and  fhapes,  with  their  hair  cut  fliort  by  their  ears,  after  the  Spanifli  faihion.  From 
them  they  underftood  that  land  was  called  Paria,  and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  be  in 
amity  with  the  Chriftians.    Thus  they  departed  from  them,  and  returned  to  the  fhips. 

CHAP.  LXXII.  —  How  the  Admiral  paffid  through  Boca  del  Drago,  and  the  'Danger 

he  was  in  there. 

THE  admiral  holding  on  his  voyage  weftward,  they  ftill  found  lefs  and  lefs  water, 
infomuch  that  being  come  through  four  or  five  fathom,  they  found  but  two  and  a  half 
at  ebb,  for  the  tide  differed  from  that  at  the  Trinity  ifland ;  for  at  the  Trinity,  the 
water  fwelled  three  fathom,  and  here  being  forty-five  leagues  to  the  weftward,  it  rofe 
but  one ;  and  there  always,  whether  ebb  or  flood,  the  current  ran  weft ;  and  here 
upon  the  ebb  they  ran  eaft,  and  upon  the  flood  weft ;  there  the  water  was  but 
brackifli,  here  it  was  like  river  water.  The  admiral  perceiving  this  difference,  and 
how  little  water  he  found,  durft  proceed  no  farther  in  his  fliip,  which  required  three 
fathom  water,  being  of  a  hundred  ton,  and  therefore  came  to  an  anchor  on  that  coaft, 
which  was  very  fafe,  being  a  port  like  a  horfe-fhoe,  locked  with  that  land  on  all  fides. 
However,  he  fent  the  little  caraval,  called  El  Borreo,  or  the  Poft,  to  difcover  whether 
there  was  any  pafs  weftward  among  thofe  iflands.  She  having  gone  but  a  little  way, 
returned  the  next  day,  being  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  faying,  that  at  the  weftermoft 
point  of  that  fea,  there  was  a  mouth  or  opening,  two  leagues  over  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  within  it  a  round  bay,  with  four  other  little  bays,  one  towards  each 
quarter  of  heaven  ;  that  from  each  of  them  flowed  a  river,  whofe  water  made  that  fea 
lb  fweet,  which  was  yet  much  fweeter  farther  in ;  adding,  that  all  that  land  which 
feemed  to  be  iflands,  was  one  and  the  fame  continent ;  that  they  had  every  where  four 
or  five  fathom  water,  and  fuch  abundance  of  thofe  weeds  they  faw  in  the  ocean,  that 
they  hindered  their  failing.  The  admiral,  therefore,  being  certain  he  could  not  get 
out  weftward,  that  fame  day  flood  back  to  the  eaftward,  defigning  to  pafs  the  ftreights, 
which  he  faw  between  the  land  the  Indians  call  Paria,  and  the  Trinity.  In  this 
ftreight  there  are  four  little  iflands  eaft  near  the  point  of  the  Trinity,  which  he  called 
cape  Boca,  becaufe  it  was  blunt,  weft  upon  the  point  of  the  continent,  which  he  called 
cape  Lapa,  and  in  the  middle.  The  reafon  why  he  called  this  the  Dragon's  Mouth, 
was,  becaufe  it  is  very  dangerous,  by  reafon  of  the  abundance  of  frefli  water  that 
rtruggles  to  get  out  there  into  the  fea,  and  made  three  boifterous  channels,  extending 
from  eaft  to  weft  the  width  of  the  flreight.  And  becaufe,  as  he  was  failing  through, 
the  wind  failed  him,  and  he  was  in  danger  of  being  drove  on  fome  fand  or  rock ; 
therefore  he  with  reafon  gave  it  a  name  anfwerable  to  that  of  the  other  mouth,  where 
he  was  in  no  lefs  danger,  as  was  faid  above.  But  it  pleafed  God,  that  what  they  moft 
dreaded  Ihould  be  their  greateft  fafety,  the  ftrength  of  the  current  carrying  them  oft". 
Therefore  on  Monday  the  17th  of  Auguft,  he  began  to  fail  weftward  along  the  coaft 
of  Paria,  in  order,  to  ftand  over  afterwards  for  Hifpaniola,  giving  thanks  to  God,  who 
delivered  him  from  fo  many  troubles  and  dangers,  ftill  fliewing  him  new  countries  full 
of  peaceable  people  and  great  wealth,  efpecially  that  which  he  certainly  concluded  to  be 

the 
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the  continent,  becaufe  of  the  great  extent  of  that  gulph  of  pearls,  of  the  rivers  that 
ran  from  it,  of  the  fea,  which  was  all  fweet  water ;  and  by  the  authority  of  Efdras, 
in  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  4th  book ;  where  he  fays,  that  dividing  the  globe  into 
feven  parts,  only  one  of  them  is  covered  with  water ;  for  all  the  Indians  of  the 
Caribbee  iflands  had  told  him,  there  was  a  vaft  land  fouthward. 

CHAP.  LXXIII. — How  the  Admiral  Jlood  over  from  the  Continent  to  Hifpaniola. 

THE  admiral  failing  along  weftward  on  the  coaft  of  Paria,  ftill  fell  farther  off  from 
it  towards  the  north-weft,  the  currents  in  being  calm  driving  him  that  way  ;  fo  that 
on  Wednefday  the  1 5th  of  Auguft,  he  left  the  cape,  he  called  De  las  Conchas,  or  of 
Shells,  fouth  of  him,  and  the  ifland  Margarita  well,  which  name  he  gave  this  ifland, 
perhaps  by  divine  infpiration,  becaufe  clofe  by  it  lies  that  of  Cubagua,  where  an 
infinite  quantity  of  pearls  has  been  found  ;  and  in  Hifpaniola  and  Jamaica  at  his  re- 
turn he  called  fome  Mountains  of  Gold,  where  afterwards  was  found  the  greateft 
quantity  and  largeft  pieces  that  ever  were  carried  from  thence  into  Spain.  But  to  re- 
turn to  his  voyage,  he  held  on  his  courfe  by  fix  iflands,  which  he  called  Las  Gardes, 
or  The  Guards,  and  three  others  more  to  the  north,  Los  Teftigos,  or  The  WitiiciTes. 
And  though  they  ftill  difcovered  much  land  of  Paria  weftward,  yet  the  admiral 
fays,  he  could  not  from  this  time  give  luch  an  account  of  it  as  he  could  wifli,  becaufe 
through  overmuch  watching,  his  eyes  were  inflamed,  and  therefore  was  forced  to  take 
nioft  of  his  obfervations  from  the  failors  and  pilots.  He  alfo  fays,  that  this  fame 
night,  being  Thurfday  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  the  compaflTes  which  till  now  had  not 
varied,  did  at  this  time,  at  leaft  a  point  and  a  half,  and  fome  of  them  two  points, 
wherein  there  could  be  no  miftake,  becaufe  feveral  perfons  had  always  watched  to  ob- 
ferve  it.  Admiring  at  this,  and  grieved  that  he  had  not  the  opportunity  of  follow- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  continent,  he  held  on  north-weft,  till  on  Monday  the  coth 
of  Auguft  he  came  to  anchor  between  Beaca  and  Hifpaniola ;  whence  he  fent  a 
letter  by  fome  Indians  to  his  brother  the  Adelantodo,  acquainting  him  with  his  fafe 
arrival  and  fuccefs.  He  was  furprized  to  find  himfelf  fo  far  weftward  ;  for  though 
hje  knew  the  force  of  the  currents  failed,  vet  he  did  not  think  it  had  been  fo  much. 
Therefore  to  the  end  his  provifions  might  not  tail  him  in  time  of  need,  he  ftood  to 
the  eaftward  for  S.  Domingo,  into  which  harbour  he  failed  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  ; 
for-  here  the  lieutenant  his  brother  had  appointed  the  city  to  be  built  on  the  eaft-fide  of 
the  river,  where  it  ftands  at  prefent,  and  was  called  Santo  Domingo  in  memory  of  hi.^ 
father,  whofe  name  was  Dominick. 

CHAP.  LXXIV. — The  Rebellion  and  Troubles  the  Admiral  met  with  in  Hifpaniola, 
raifed  by  the  luickednefs  of  one  Francis  Roldan,  ivhom  he  had  left  as  Alcalde  Mayor, 
or  Chief  Jujlicc. 

THE  admiral  being  come  to  S.  Domingo,  almoft  blind  with  over-watching,  he 
hoped  there  to  reft  himfelf  after  his  voyage,  and  find  peace  among  his  people,  but 
found  all  quite  contrary,  for  all  the  people  in  the  ifland  were  in  diforder  and  rebel- 
lion ;  for  abundance  of  thofe  he  had  left  were  dead,  and  of  thofe  that  remained,  above 
one  hundred  and  lixty  were  fick  of  the  French  pox,  and  befides  that  many  were  in 
rebellion  with  Roldan,  he  found  not  the  three  fliips,  we  faid  he  fent  before  him  from 
the  Canary  iflands.  Of  thefe  things  it  is  requifite  we  fpeak  orderly,  beginning  from 
the  time  the  admiral  fet  out  for  Spain,  which  as  we  faid,  was  in  March  1496,  thirty 
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months  before  his  return  ;  the  firfl  part  of  which  time  the  people  continued  pretty- 
quiet,  in  hopes  of  his  return,  and  of  being  fpeedily  relieved :  But  the  firft  year  being 
pafled,  the  Spanifli  provifions  failing,  and  ficknefs  and  fuft'erings  increafmg,  they 
began  to  be  diffatisfied  with  what  was,  and  to  defpair  of  any  better ;  fo  that  the  com- 
plaints of  many  difcontented  perfons  were  heard,  who  never  want  fomebody  to  ftir 
them  up,  defiring  to  be  head  of  a  party,  as  was  now  done  by  one  Francis  Roldan,  born 
at  Torre  de  D.  Ximeno,  whom  the  admiral  had  left  in  fuch  power  among  both  Chrif- 
tians  and  Indians,  by  making  him  chief  juflice,  that  he  was  as  nmch  obeyed  as  him- 
felf.  For  this  reafon  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  there,  was  not  that  good  underftanding  be- 
tween him  and  the  admiral's  lieutenant,  as  ought  to  have  been  for  the  publick 
good,  as  time  and  experience  made  it  appear.  For  the  admiral,  neither  returning 
himfelf,  nor  fending  any  fupplies,  this  Roldan  began  to  think  of  pofl'efTmg  himfelf 
of  the  ifland,  defigning  for  this  purpofe  to  murder  the  admiral's  brothers,  as  thofe 
that  could  befl  oppofe  his  rebellion,  and  waited  an  opportunity  to  put  this  in  execu- 
tion. It  happened  that  the  lieutenant  of  the  ifland,  one  of  the  admiral's  brothers,  went 
to  a  province  in  the  weft,  called  Xaragua,  eighty  leagues  from  Ifabella,  where 
the  faid  Roldan  remained  in  his  emplov,  but  fubordinate  to  D.  James,  fecond  brother 
to  the  admiral.  This  Roldan  was  fo  oft'ended  at,  that  whilll  the  lieutenant  was  taking 
order  how  the  kings  of  the  ifland  fliould  pay  tribute  to  their  Catholick  Majefties,  as 
the  admiral  had  rated  all  the  Indians,  Orlando  began  underhand  to  draw  fome  of 
them  over  to  his  party.  But  that  it  might  not  prove  fatal  to  rife  on  a  fudden,  and 
without  fome  pretence ;  that  which  Roldan  laid  hold  of  was,  that  there  was  a  caraval 
afliore  at  Ifabella,  built  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  ifland,  to  fend  to  Spain  in  cafe  of 
neceflity,  and  there  being  no  launching  of  it  for  want  of  tackle  and  other  necellaries, 
Roldan  feigned  and  gave  out  there  was  fome  other  reafon  for  it,  and  that  it  behoved 
the  publick,  that  caraval  fliould  be  fitted  out,  that  fome  of  them  might  go  to  Spain  in 
it,  to  give  an  account  of  their  fuflerings.  Thus,  upon  pretence  of  the  pubUck  good, 
he  preffed  that  it  might  be  launched,  and  D.  James  Columbus  not  confenting  to  it 
for  want  of  tackle,  as  has  been  faid,  Roldan  began  more  boldly  to  treat  viith  fome 
about  launching  the  caraval  in  defpite  of  him  ;  telling  thofe  he  thought  to  agree  with 
him,  that  if  the  lieutenant  and  D.  James  were  difpleafed  at  it,  the  reafon  was  becaufe, 
they  would  fecure  to  themfelves  the  dominion  of  the  country,  and  keep  them  in 
fubjecfion,  without  any  fliip  that  might  carry  the  news  of  their  revolt  to  their  Catho- 
lick Majefties.  And  fmce  they  were  fatisfied  and  convinced  of  the  cruelty  and  ill- 
nature  of  the  lieutenant,  and  what  a  reftlefs  life  he  led  them,  building  towns  and 
forts,  and  that  they  had  no  hopes  of  the  admiral's  coming  with  fupplies,  it  was  fit 
they  fliould  take  that  caraval  and  procure  their  liberty,  and  not  fufter  themfelves  under 
pretence  of  pay,  which  they  never  received,  to  be  kept  under  by  a  foreigner,  whereas  it 
was  in  their  power  to  live  at  eafe  and  in  plenty  ;  for  that  whatfoever  could  be  had  in  the 
ifland  would  be  equally  divided  among  them,  and  they  would  be  ferved  by  the  Indians 
to  their  own  content,  without  being  fo  much  in  fubjedion  that  they  could  not  take  to 
wife  any  Indian  woman  they  plcafed.  That  the  lieutenant  made  them  keep  the  three 
vows  of  religious  men  ;  and  befides  that,  they  wanted  not  for  falls  and  difciplines, 
as  alfo  imprifonment,  and  other  punifliments,  which  they  endured  for  the  leaft  fault, 
'i'iiercfore,  fince  he  had  tlic  rod  of  juftice  and  regal  authority,  which  fecured  them 
<igainft  any  thing  that  might  bcfal  them  on  this  account,  he  advil'ed  them  to  do  what 
he  directed,  wherein  they  could  not  do  amifs.  With  thefe  and  the  like  words,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  hatred  he  bore  the  lieutenant,  he  drew  fo  many  over  to  his  own 
party,  that  one  day  when  the  lieutenant  was  come  back  from  Xaragua  to  Iliibella, 
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feme  of  them  refolvcd  to  flab  him,  looking  upon  it  as  fo  eafy  a  matter,  that  they 
had  provided  a  halter  to  Jiang  him  up  after  he  was  dead.  What  at  prefent  tiie 
more  incenfed  them,  was  the  imprifoning  of  one  Barahona,  a  friend  to  the  confpi- 
rators,  againfl  whom,  if  God  had  not  put  it  iiito  the  heart  of  the  lieutenant  not  to 
proceed  to  execution  of  juftice  at  that  time,  they  had  then  certainly  murdered  him. 

CHAP.  LXXV.  —  H01U  Francis  Rolchvi  endeavoured  to  make  the  Town  of  Conception 

7nutiny,  and  plundered  Ifabella. 

FRANCIS  ROLDAN,  perceiving  he  had  miffed  of  the  murder  of  the  lieutenant, 
and  his  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  he  refolved  to  pnffefs  himfelf  of  the  town  and 
fort  of  The  Conception,  thinking  from  thence  he  might  eafily  fubdue  the  Ifland.  It 
fell  out  conveniently  for  his  defign,  that  he  was  near  the  faid  town  ;  for  whillt  the 
lieutenant  was  aboard,  he  had  been  fent  with  forty  men  about  that  province,  to  reduce 
the  Indians  that  had  revolted,  with  the  fame  defign  of  making  themfelves  maiters  of 
that  town,  and  dellroying  the  Chriitians.  So  that  Roldan,  under  pretence  of  putting 
a  Itop  to  this  evil,  and  punifliing  the  Indians,  gathered  his  men  at  the  refidence  of  one 
of  their  caciques,  called  Marche,  defigning  to  put  his  project  in  execution  upon  the 
firft  opportunity.  But  Ballefter,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  having  fome  jealoufy  of 
him,  he  Rood  upon  his  guard,  and  acquainted  the  lieutenant  of  the  ifland  with  the 
danger  he  was  in,  who  vv^ith  all  fpeed,  and  what  men  he  could  gather,  threw  himfelf 
into  the  fort.  Thither  Roldan  came  upon  a  fafe  conduct,  now  his  confpiracy  was  dif- 
covered, rather  to  oblerve  by  the  lieutenant  what  might  do  him  harm,  than  through 
any  defire  of  coming  to  an  accommodation,  and  with  more  boldnefs  and  impudence 
than  became  him,  required  the  lieutenant  to  caufe  the  caraval  to  be  launched,  or  give 
him  leave  to  launch  it,  which  he  and  his  friends  would  do.  The  lieutenant  incenfed 
at  thefe  words,  anfwered,  that  neither  he  nor  his  friends  were  feamen,  or  knew  what 
was  proper  to  be  done  in  that  cafe ;  ;md  that  though  they  had  known  how  to  launch 
it,  yet  they  could  not  fail  in  her  for  want  of  rigging  and  other  neceflaries,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  only  expofmg  the  men  and  the  caraval.  And,  forafmuch  as 
the  lieutenant  underftood  that  affair,  as  a  feaman,  and  they  not  being  fuch,  knew 
nothing  of  it,  therefore  they  varied  in  their  judgments.  Thefe,  and  other  difpleafmg 
words  having  paffed  between  them,  Roldan  went  away  in  a  paffion,  refufmg  to  quit  his 
rod  of  juftice,  or  ftand  trial,  as  the  lieutenant  ordered,  faying,  he  would  do  both, 
when  Their  Majefties,  whofe  the  ifland  was,  commanded  him ;  knowing  he  could  ex- 
peft  no  juftice  from  him,  becaufe  of  the  hatred  he  bore  him,  but  that  right,  or 
wrong,  he  would  find  means  to  put  him  to  death  with  fhame :  that  in  the  mean 
while,  not  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  reafon,  he  would  go  and  refide  where  he  fhould 
bid  him.  But  he  at  prefent  appointing  him  the  refidence  of  the  cacique  James  Colon, 
he  refufed  it,  faying,  there  were  not  provifions  there  for  his  men,  and  that  he 
would  find  a  more  convenient  place.  He  fet  out  towards  Ifabella,  and  having  ga- 
thered fixty  five  men,  perceiving  he  could  not  launch  the  caraval,  he  plundered  the 
magazines,  he  and  his  followers  taking  away  what  arms,  fluffs,  and  provifions  they 
thought  fit ;  D.  James  Colon,  who  was  there,  not  being  able  to  oppofe  him,  but 
would  have  been  in  danger,  had  he  not  retired  to  the  fort  with  fome  friends  and  fer- 
vants.  Yet  in  the  procefs  afterwards  drawn  up  on  this  fubjeft,  there  were  fome  that 
depofed,  that  Roldan  promifed  to  fubmit  to  him,  provided  he  would  take  his  part 
againft  his  own  brother  :  which  he  refufing,  and  Roldan  not  being  able  to  do  him 
any  further  harm,  as  alfo  fearing  the  fuccours  that  were  coming  from  the  lieutenant, 
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he  went  out  of  town  with  all  the  mutineers,  and  falling  on  the  cattle  that  grazed 
thereabouts,  they  killed  fuch  as  they  liked  to  eat,  and  took  the  beads  of  burden  to 
ferve  them  in  their  journey,  refolving  to  go  into  the  province  of  Xaragua,  whence 
the  lieutenant  was  lately  come  defigning  to  fettle  there,  that  being  the  pleafanteft 
and  moft  plentiful  part  of  the  ifland ;  the  people  here  being  more  civilized  and 
wifer  than  the  reft:  of  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola  ;  but  above  all,  becaufe  the  women 
were  the  handfomeft,  and  of  the  moft  pleafmg  converfation  of  any  others ;  which  moft 
invited  them  to  go  thither.  But  that  they  might  not  go  without  making  trial  of  their 
ftrength,  before  the  lieutenant  could  increafe  his  power,  and  punifti  them  as  they  de- 
ferved,  they  refolved  to  take  the  town  of  The  Conception  in  their  way,  to  furprize  it, 
and  kill  the  lieutenant ;  and  in  cafe  this  did  not  fucceed,  to  befiege  him.  The  lieute- 
nant having  intelligence  of  their  defign,  flood  upon  his  guard,  encouraging  his  men 
with  good  words,  and  promifmg  them  many  gifts,  and  each  of  them  two  flaves.  And 
forafmuch  as  he  underftood,  that  moft  of  thofe  that  were  with  him  liked  the  life 
Roldan  and  his  men  led,  fo  well,  that  many  of  them  gave  ear  to  his  meffages ;  there- 
fore Roldan  having  conceived  hopes  that  they  would  all  go  over  to  him,  had  the 
boldnefs  to  undertake  that  enterprize,  which  did  not  fucceed  as  he  expefted.  For 
the  lieutenant  having  provided,  as  has  been  faid,  being  himfelf  a  man  of  great  refo- 
lution,  and  having  the  beft  men  on  his  fide,  was  refolved  to  do  that  by  force  of 
arms,  which  he  could  not  compafs  by  fair  means  and  arguments.  Having  therefore 
gathered  his  men  together,  he  marched  out  of  town  to  attack  the  rebels  on  the  road. 

CHAP.  LXXVL  —  Ho%<j  Francis  Roldan  incenfed  the  Indians  againjl  the  Lieutenant, 

and  went  away  with  his  Men  to  Xaragua. 

FRANCIS  ROLDAN,  perceiving  he  was  fo  difappointed,  and  that  not  one  of  the 
lieutenant's  men  came  over  to  him,  as  he  had  expected,  refolved  to  retire  in  time,  and 
go  away  to  Xaragua,  as  he  defigned  at  firft,  not  daring  to  meet  him,  yet  prefumed 
to  talk  contemptibly  of  him,  and  to  ftir  up  the  Indians,  wherever  he  went,  to  rebel 
againft  him,  telling  them,  the  caufe  of  his  forfaking  him  was  his  being  a  man  naturally 
revengeful  and  morofe,  as  well  towards  the  Chriitians  as  Indians  ;  and  abominably 
covetous,  impofing  great  burdens  and  tributes  on  them  ;  which  if  they  bore  with,  he 
would  increafe  every  year,  though  againft  Their  Catholic  Majefties'  will ;  who  required 
nothing  of  their  fubjecls  but  obedience,  maintaining  them  in  juftice,  liberty  and  peace ; 
which,  if  they  feared  they  ftiould  not  be  able  to  maintain,  he  with  his  friends  and  fol- 
lowers, vvould  affift  them  to  affert,  and  would  declare  himfelf  their  protedor  and  de- 
liverer. After  which,  they  refolved  to  forbid  paying  the  tribute,  we  faid,  had  been  im-- 
pofed  on  them,  by  which  means  it  could  not  be  gathered  of  thofe  that  dwelt  hu-  from 
the  lieutenant,  nor  durft  he  exact  it  of  thofe  near  about  him,  for  fear  of  provoking 
them  to  join  with  the  rebels.  Yet  this  condefcenfion  towards  them  had  not  lb  good 
an  efi"edl:,  but  that  as  foon  as  the  lieutenant  was  gone  from  The  Conception,  Guaripnex, 
who  was  the  principal  cacique  of  that  province,  with  the  alliftance  of  Roldan,  refolved 
to  befiege  the  fort,  and  deftroy  the  Chriftians  that  kept  it.  The  better  to  efteft  it,  he 
drew  together  all  the  caciques  of  his  party,  and  agreed  \\Iih  them  privately,  that 
every  one  ftiould  kill  thofe  that  were  within  his  precind,  becaufe  the  territories  in 
Hifpaniola  being  too  fmall  for  any  of  them  to  maintain  a  great  number  of  people, 
the  Chriftians  had  been  obliged  to  divide  themfelves  into  fmall  parcels  of  eight  or 
nine  in  each  liberty.  This  gave  the  Indians  hopes,  that  luriirifing  them  all  at  the 
(ame  time,  they  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  fufter  none  to  efcape.     But  they  hav- 
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ing  no  other  way  of  fixing  a  time,  or  ordering  any  thing  elfe  that  requires  counting, 
but  only  by  their  fingers,  they  relolved,  that  every  one  fliould  be  ready  to  deftroy 
the  Chriftians  at  the  next  full  moon.     Guarionex  having  thus  dilpofed  his  caciques  to 
put  this  in  execution,  the  chiefell  of  them  being  defirous  to  gain  honour,  and  look- 
ing upon  the  matter  as  very  eafy,  and  being  no  good  aftronomers,  to  know  when  the 
full  moon  was,  fell  on  before  the  time  appointed,  and  were  forced  to  fly,  after  many 
blows.     He  thinking   to  find  afliltance  in  Guarionex,  found  his  own  ruin ;  for  he 
put  him  to  death,   as  he   had  deferved,  for  having  caufed  the  confpiracy  to  be  dif- 
covered,  and  the  ChrilUans  to  be  upon  their  guard.     The  rebels  were  not  a  little  con- 
cerned at  this  mifcarriage ;  for,  as  was  reported,  it  had  been  contrived  with  their  con- 
fent,  and  therefore  they  waited  to  fee,  whether  Guarionex  brought  affairs  to   fuch 
terms,  that  joining  with  him  they  might  deftroy  the  heutenant :  but  perceiving  this 
did  not  fucceed,  they  thought  not  themfelves  fecure  in  the  province  where  they  were, 
but  went  away  to  Xaragua,  ftill  proclaiming  themfelves  protedors  of  the  Indians  ; 
whereas  they  were  thieves  in  their  adtions  and  inclinations,  having  no  regard  for  God 
or  the  world,  but  following  their  inordinate  appetites ;  for  every  one  ftole  what  he 
could,  and  Roldan  their  leader  nwre  than  all  of  them,  perfuading  and  commanding 
every  cacique  to  entertain  him,  that  could  and  would  defend  the  Indians  and  rebels 
from  paying  the  tribute  the  lieutenant  demanded  of  them,  though  at  the  fame  time 
he  under  this  pretence  took  much  more  from  them ;    for  from   only   one   cacique, 
whofe  name  was  Manicaotex,  he  received  every  three  months,  a  calabafh,  containing 
three  marks  of  pure  gold,  that  is,  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  to  be  the  more  fure  of 
him,  kept  his  fon  and  nephew  as  hoftages.     He  that  reads  this,  muft  not  wonder 
that  we  reduce  the  marks  of  gold  to  the  meafure  of  a  calabafli,  which  we  do  to  ftiew, 
that  the  Indians  in  thefe  cafes  dealt  by  meafure,  becaufe  they  never  had  any  weights. 

CHAP.  LXXVII.  —  How  the  Ships  came  from  Spain  with  Provifions  and  Supplies. 

THE  Chriftians  being  thus  divided,  as  has  been  faid,  and  no  fliips  yet  coming 
from  Spain  with  fupplies,  neither  the  lieutenant  nor  his  brother  D.  James,  could 
keep  the  people  quiet  that  had  remained  with  them  ;  for  moft  of  them  being  mean 
perfons,  and  defirous  to  lead  that  eafy  life  Roldan  promifed  them,  they  durft  not 
punifh  the  guilty,  for  fear  of  being  forfaken  ;  which  made  them  fo  infolent,  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  keep  them  in  order,  and  therefore  they  were  forced  to  bear  with  the 
affronts  of  the  rebels.  But  it  being  God's  will  to  afford  them  fome  comfort,  it  pleafed 
him  to  order  that  the  two  fliips  fiiould  arrive,  which,  as  was  faid  before,  had  been  fent 
a  year  after  the  admiral's  departure  from  the  Indies,  not  without  great  appUcation  ufed 
by  him  at  court  for  fitting  them  out;  for  he,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  country, 
the  difpofitions  of  the  people  he  left  behind,  and  the  great  danger  that  might  accrue 
from  his  long  abfence,  preflTed  for,  and  obtained  of  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  that 
thofe  two  fliips  might  be  fent  before,  of  eighteen  he  had  been  ordered  to  fit  out. 
The  arrival  ot  thefe,  the  fupplies  they  brought  of  men  and  provifions,  and  the  alfur- 
ance  that  the  admiral  was  fafe  arrived  in  Spain,  encouraged  thofe  that  were  with  the 
lieutenant  to  ferve  him  more  faithfully,  and  made  thofe  that  followed  Roldan,  appre- 
henfive  of  being  puniflied.  'Ihefe  being  defirous  to  hear  news,  and  furnifli  themfelves 
with  what  they  wanted,  refolved  to  repair  to  St.  Domingo,  where  the  fliips  had  put 
in,  hoping  to  draw  fome  of  the  men  over  to  their  party.  But  the  lieutenant  having 
intelligence  of  their  march,  and  being  nearer  that  harbour,  he  moved  towards  them  to 
hinder  their  paflfage ;  and  having  left  guards  on  the  paflfes,  went  to  the  port  to  fee 
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the  fliips,  and  order  the  affairs  of  that  place.  And  being  defirous  the  admiral  fhould 
find  the  ifland  in  a  peaceable  condition,  and  all  troubles  ended,  he  again  made  new 
overtures  to  Roldan,  who  was  fix  leagues  off  with  his  men,  fending  to  him  for  this 
purpofe  the  commander  of  the  two  fhips  lately  arrived,  whofe  name  was  Peter  Fer- 
nandez Coronel ;  as  well  becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  worth  and  in  authority,  as  becaufe 
he  hoped  his  words  would  prove  more  eft'eftual,  fince  he  as  an  eye-witnefs,  could 
certify  him  of  the  admiral's  arrival  in  Spain,  the  good  reception  he  had  found,  and 
the  v/illingnefs  Their  Majefties  expreffed  to  make  him  ftill  greater.  But  the  chief 
men  among  them,  fearing  the  impreffion  this  meflenger  might  make  upon  their  fol- 
lowers, would  not  fuft'er  him  to  fpeak  in  publick ;  fo  that  they  received  him  with 
their  bows  and  arrows  on  the  road,  and  he  could  only  fpeak  fome  few  words  to 
thofe  that  were  appointed  to  hear  him.  Thus  having  done  nothing,  he  returned  to 
the  town,  and  the  rebels  to  their  quarters  in  Xaragua,  not  without  apprehenfions,  left 
Roldan  and  fome  of  the  principal  men  of  his  gang,  fliould  write  to  their  friends  that 
were  with  the  lieutenant,  defiring  them  when  the  admiral  came,  to  intercede  for  them, 
fince  all  their  complaints  were  againft  the  lieutenant,  and  not  againll  the  admiral  him- 
felf,  for  which  reafon  they  defired  to  be  reftored  to  his  favour. 

CHAP.   LXXYIII.  —  Hozu  the  three  Ships  the  Admiral  fait  from  the  Canary  Ijlands 

arrived  ivhere  the  Rebels  were. 

HAVING  fpoke  of  the  arrival  of  the  two  fliips  the  admiral  fent  from  Spain  to 
Hifpaniola,  it  is  fit  we  give  an  account  of  the  three  that  parted  from  him  at  the 
Canary  iflands,  which  proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  fair  winds  till  they  came  to  the 
Caribbee  iflands,  which  are  the  firft  that  failors  meet  with  in  their  way  to  the  port  of 
St.  Domingo.  The  pilots  then  not  being  fo  well  acquainted  with  that  voyage,  as  they 
have  been  fince,  it  happened  they  knew  not  hov/  to  hit  that  port,  and  were  carried 
away  by  the  currents  fo  far  to  weftward,  that  they  arrived  in  the  province  of  Xaragua, 
where  the  rebels  were,  who  as  foon  as  they  underftood  that  thofe  fhips  were  out  of 
their  way,  and  loiew  nothing  of  their  revolt,  fome  of  them  went  peaceably  aboard,' 
pretending  they  were  there  by  the  lieutenant's  orders,  the  better  to  be  fupplied  with 
provifions,  and  keep  that  country  under.  But  it  being  very  eafy  for  a  fecret,  that  is 
among  many,  to  be  difcovered,  Alonfo  Sanchez  de  Caravajal,  who  was  the  fkilfullefl 
.of  the  captains  of  thofe  fhips,  'being  aware  of  the  rebellion  and  difcord,  began  im- 
mediately to  make  overtures  of  peace  to  Francis  Roldan,  thinking  to  bring  him  to 
fubmit  to  the  lieutenant.  But  the  familiar  converfation  the  rebels  had  before  enter- 
tained aboard  the  fhips,  v.as  the  caufe  that  his  perfuafions  had  not  the  defired  eftedt ; 
for  Roldan  had  privately  obtained  promifes  from  many  of  thofe  that  came  frefli  out 
of  Spain,  that  they  would  flay  with  him,  and  by  tlnit  acceflion  he  hoped  to  become 
ftill  greater.  Caravajal  therefore  finding  things  were  not  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  he 
might  hope  for  a  fpeedy  conclufion  of  what  he  had  in  hand,  thought  it  convenient, 
with  the  advice  of  the  other  two  captains,  that  the  people  they  brought  under  pay  to 
work  in  the  mines,  and  other  employments,  fliould  go  by  land  to  St.  Domingo,  be- 
caufe the  winds  and  currents  being  fet  there  againft  that  voyage,  it  was  poflible  they 
might  not  perform  it  in  two  or  three  months ;  fo  that  they  would  not  only  confume 
the  provifions,  but  the  men  might  fall  fick,  and  the  time  be  loft,  which  ought  to  have 
been  employed  in  the  fervice  they  came  for.  Having  agreed  upon  this,  it  fell  to  John 
■Anthony  Colon  his  lot  to  march  with  the  men,  which  were  forty,  to  Arana,  to 
fail  about  with  the  fliips,  and  to  Caravajal  to  ftay  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  rebels 
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to   an  accommodation.     John  Anthony  Colon  ictting   forward  the   fecond  day  after 
they  landed,  thofe  labourers  and  vagabonds  fent  over  to  work  went  away  to  the  rebels, 
leaving  their  captain  with  only  fix  or  feven  men  that  fluck  to  him.     He  feeing  their 
bafe   infidelity,  without  apprehending  any  danger  went  to  Roldan,  and  told  him,  that 
fince  he  pretended  to  promote  the  fervice  of  Tlieir  Catholic  Majefties,  it  was  not  reafon- 
able  he  ihould   fufter  thofe  men  that  were  come  to  people  and  cultivate  the  country, 
and  to  follow  their  callings  with  wages  in  hand,  to  flay  there  and  lofe  their  time, 
without  doing  any  thing  of  that  they  were  obliged  to  ;  and  that  if  he  had  turned  them 
away,  it  had  been  a  token  that  his  words  and  his  afliions  agreed ;  that  his  flaying  there 
caufed  the  divifion  and  diforder  with  the  lieutenant,  and  not  any  inclination  in  him  to 
obdrucl:  the  King's  fervice.     But  that  which  had  happened  turning  to  the  account  of 
Roldan  and  his  followers,  as  well  for  the  carrying  on  their  defign,  as  becaufe  the 
crime  committed  by  many  is  generally  fconefl  connived   at ;  he  excufed   himfelf  as 
to  that  point,  faying,  he  could  not  ufe  violence  towards  them,  and  that  his  was  a  re- 
ligious order,  which  refufed  no  man.     John  Anthony  knowing  it  was  not  the  part  of 
a  difcreet  man  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  prefling  farther  without  hopes  of 
fuccefs,  refolved  to  go  aboard  again  with  thofe  few  that  followed  him ;  and  there- 
fore that  they  might  not   be   ferved  fo   by  thofe  that  were  left,  they  two  captains 
failed  immediately  with  their  two  fliips  towards  St.  Domingo,  with  the  wind  as'  con- 
trary as  they  had  feared  ;    for  they  fpent  many  days,   ipoiled   their  provifions,   and 
Caravajal's  ihip  was  much  damaged  upon  certain  fands,  where   flie   loi'l  her  rudder 
and  fprung  a  leak,  fo  that  they  had  much  to  do  to  bring  her  in. 

CHAP.  LXXIX.  —  How  the  Captains  of  the  Ships  that  came  from  Xaragua,  found 

the  Admiral  at  St.  Domingo. 

THE  captains  with  their  fhips  arriving  at  St.  Domingo,  in  their  return  from 
Xaragua,  found  the  admiral  there,  after  his  difcovery  of  the  continent.  He  being 
fully  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  rebels,  and  having  feen  the  procefs  his  lieu- 
tenant had  made  againfl  them,  though  the  crime  was  plainly  made  out  to  deferve 
fevere  punifhment,  yet  he  thought  fit  to  form  a  new  procefs,  and  give  Their  Majefties 
an  account  of  it,  refolving  at  the  fame  time  to  ufe  all  the  moderation  he  could  in 
this  matter,  and  endeavouring  to  reduce  them  by  fair  means.  For  which  reafon, 
and  that  neither  they  nor  any  others  might  have  caufe  to  complain  of  him,  or  fay 
he  kept  them  there  by  force,  he  made  proclamation  on  the  12th  of  September,  giv- 
ing leave  to  all  that  would  return  to  Spain,  and  promifing  them  free  paffage  and 
provifions.  And  being  informed  on  the  other  hand,  that  Roldan  Vi^as  coming  to- 
wards St.  Domingo  with  fome  of  his  men,  he  ordered  Michael  Ballefler,  commander 
of  The  Conception,  to  fecure  his  own  town  and  fort ;  and  in  cafe  Roldan  came  that 
way,  he  fhould  tell  him  fi-om  the  admiral,  that  he  was  much  concerned  at  his  fufier- 
ings  and  all  that  was  pafl,  and  would  have  no  more  faid  of  it,  granting  a  general 
pardon  to  all,  and  defiring  him  to  come  away  immediately  to  the  admiral,  without 
fearing  any  thing,  that  by  liis  advice  things  might  be  ordered,  rts  was  for  Their  Majef- 
ties fervice ;  and  if  he  required  any  fafe  condudt,  he  would  fend  it  him  in  liich  form 
as  he  required.  Ballefler  returned  anfwer  on  the  14th  of  February,  that  he  had 
received  certain  information,  that  Riquclme  was  the  day  before  come  to  the  town  of 
Bonao,  and  that  Adrian  and  Roldan,  who  were  the  ring-leaders,  would  meet  there  in 
feven  or  eight  days,  at  which  time  he  might  there  apprehend  them,  as  he  did.  For 
having  difcourfed  them  according  to  the  inRruftions  given  him,  he  found  them  ob- 
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ftinate  and  unmannerly,  Roldan  telling  him,  they  were  not  come  to  treat,  nor  did 
they  defire,  or  care  tor  peace,  for  he  had  the  admiral  and  his  authority  at  his  beck, 
either  to  fupport,  or  fupprefs  it,  as  he  pleafed  ;  and  that  they  mufl:  not  talk  to  him  of 
any  accommodation,  till  they  had  fent  him  all  the  Indians  taken  at  the  fiege  of  The 
Conception,  fmce  they  had  met  together  to  ferve  the  King,  and  upon  his  promife  of 
fecurity.  Other  things  he  added,  by  which  it  appeared  he  would  make  no  agreement, 
but  what  was  much  to  his  advantage.  To  this  purpofe  he  demanded,  that  the  ad- 
miral Ihould  fend  Caravajal  to  him,  becaufe  he  would  treat  with  no  other  but  him,  he 
being  a  man  that  would  hear  reafon,  and  had  difcretion,  as  he  had  found  by  experi- 
ence, when  the  three  (hips,  as  has  been  faid,  were  at  Xaragua.  This  anfwer  made  the 
admiral  fufpect  Caravajal,  and  not  without  much  caufe. 

Firft,  becaufe  before  Caravajal  was  at  Xaragua,  where  thele  rebels  then  were,  they 
had  often  writ  and  fent  meffages  to  their  friends  that  were  with  the  Heutenant,  telling 
them,  they  would  come  and  deliver  themfelves  up  to  the  admiral  as  foon  as  he  arrived, 
and  therefore  they  defired  them  to  intercede  for  them,  and  appeafe  him. 

Secondly,  becaufe,  fince  they  did  this,  as  foon  as  they  heard  there  were  two  fhips 
come  to  the  afliftance  of  the  lieutenant,  they  had  much  more  caufe  to  perform  it, 
knowing  the  admiral  was  not  come,  had  not  the  long  conference  Caravajal  had  •with 
them  prevented  it. 

Thirdly,  becaufe  if  he  would  have  done  his  duty,  he  might  have  kept  Roldan, 
and  the  chief  men  of  his  gang  prifoners,  aboard  his  caraval,  they  having  been  two 
days  aboard  without  any  fecurity  given. 

Fourthly,  becaufe  knowing  as  he  did,  that  they  were  in  rebellion,  he  ought  not 
to  fuffer  them  to  buy  aboard  the  fhips,  as  they  did,  fifty-fix  fwords,  and  fixty  crofs- 
bows. 

Fifthly,  becaufe  there  being  fome  proofs  that  the  men  who  were  to  land  with 
John  Anthony  to  go  to  St.  Domingo,  would  join  the  rebels,  he  ought  not  to  fuft'er 
them  to  land,  or  at  leaft  when  they  were  gone  over  to  them,  he  ought  to  have  been 
more  induftrious  to  endeavour  to  recover  them. 

Sixthly,  becaufe  he  gave  out  that  he  came  to  the  Indies  as  companion  to  the  ad- 
miral, that  nothing  might  be  done  without  him,  for  fear  the  admiral  fhould  commit 
.fome  offence. 

Seventhly,  becaufe  Roldan  had  writ  to  the  admiral  by  Caravajal  himfelf,  acquainting 
him,  that  he  M'as  drawing  near  to  St.  Domingo  with  his  men,  by  the  advice  of  Cara- 
vajal, to  be  the  nearer  to  treat  of  an  accommodation,  when  the  admiral  arrived  in  Hif- 
paniola  ;  and  now  he  was  come,  his  adions  not  fuiting  with  his  letter,  it  appeared  he 
had  rather  invited  him  to  come  thither,  to  the  end  that  if  the  admiral  had  been  long 
coming,  or  had  not  come  at  all,  he,  as  the  admiral's  aflbciate,  and  Roldan  as  chief 
juftice,  might  govern  the  ifland  in  defpite  of  the  lieutenant. 

Eighthly,  becaufe  at  the  fame  time  that  the  other  captains  came  with  the  three  cara- 
vals  to  St.  Domingo,  he  came  by  land  attended  by  a  guard  of  the  rebels,  and  one  of 
rhc  chief  of  them  called  Gamir,  who  had  been  two  days  and  two  nights  with  him  aboard 
his  Ihip. 

Ninthly,  becaufe  he  writ  to  the  rebels  when  they  came  to  Bonao,  and  fent  them 
prel'ents  and  provifions. 

Tcuthly  and  laftly,  becaufe,  befides  that  the  faid  rebels  would  not  treat  with  any 
body  but  him,  they  all  unanimoudy  faiil,  if  there  had  been  occafion,  they  would  have 
»aken  him  lor  their  captain. 

Yet 
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Yet  the  admiral,    on  the  other   fide,    confidering   that    Caravajal   was  a   difcrcet 
prudent  perfoii,  and  a  gentleman,  and  that  every  one  of"  thofe  arguments  might  be 
anfwered,  and  perhaps  what  he  had  been  told  was  not  true,  and  looking  upon  him 
as  one  that  would  not  do  any  thing  contrary  to  his  duty,  having  a  great  defire  to  put 
out  that  fire,  he  refolved  to  confult  with  all  the  chief  men  he  had  about  him,  about 
Roldan's  anfwer,  and  refolve  upon  what  was  to  be  done  on  this  occafion.     All  agreeing 
upon  it,  he  fent  Caravajal,  with  Ballefter,  to  treat,  who  had  no  other  anfwer  from 
Roldan,  but  that  fince  they  had  not  brought   the  Indians  he  demanded,  they  fliould 
not  without  them  talk  of  any  accommodation.     Caravajal  difcreetly  anfwering  to  thefe 
words,  made  fo  taking  a  diicourfe,  that  he  moved  Roldan  and  three  or  four  of  the 
chief  men  to  go  wait  upon  the  admiral  and  agree  with  him  ;  but  the  others  dilliking  of 
it,  as  Roldan  and  the  others  were  mounting  their  horfes  to  go  with  Caravajal  to  the 
admiral,  they  fell  upon  them,  faying,  they  would  not  allow  them  to  go,  and  that  if 
any  agreement  was  to  be  made,  it  fhould  be  drawn  up  in  writing,  that  they  might  all 
know  what  was  doing :  fo  that  after  fome  days  pafled,  upon  this  refolution,  on  the 
2oth  of  Oftober,   Roldan,  by  the  confent  of  all  his  men,  writ  a  letter  to  the  admiral, 
laying  the  blame  of  their  feparation  on  the  lieutenant ;  and  telling  the  admiral,  that 
fmce  he  had  not  in  writing  fent  them  fecurity  to  come  and  give  an  account  of  them- 
felves,  they  had  refolved  to  fend  him  their  demands  in  writing,  which  were  the  reward 
of  what  they  had  hitherto  done,  as  fhall   appear  hereafter.     Though  their  propofals 
were  extravagant  and  infolent,  yet  the  commander  Ballefter,  the  next  day,  writ  to  the 
admiral,  extolling  Caravajal's   moving  difcourfe,  and  faying,  that  fince  it  was  not  of 
force  to  remove  thofe  people  from  their  wicked  defign,  nothing  lefs  than  granting  them 
what  they  demanded  would  prevail ;  for  he  found  them  fo  refolute,  that  he  looked 
upon  it  as  mofl  certain,  that  moft  of  the  people  that  were  with  his  lordfliip  would  go 
over  to  the  rebels.     And  though  he  might  rely  on  his  fervants  and  men  of  honour,  yet 
they  would  not  be  able  to  withftand  fuch  a  number,  ntany  daily  reforting  to  them, 
which  the  admiral  already  knew  by  experience ;  for  when  Roldan  was  near  St.  Do- 
mingo, he  muflered  all  that  were  fit  to  bear  arms,  if  it  were  requifite,  and  obferved 
that  fome  feigning  themfelves  fick,  and  fome  lame,  he  had  not  found  above  feventy 
men,  of  which  there  were  not  fortv  that  he  could  confide  in.     For  which  rcafon,  the 
next  day  being  the  17th  of  Oclober  1498,  the  aforefaid  Roldan,  and  the  chief  of  his 
followers,  who  would  have  gone  to  the  admiral,  fent  him  a  letter  fubfcribed  by  them, 
telling  him,  they  had  withdrawn  from  the  lieutenant  to  fave  their  lives,  he  having  a 
defign  to  deftroy  them  ;  and  that  thev  being  his  lordfliip's  fervants,  whofe  coming 
they  had  expefted,  as  of  one  that  would  look  upon  what  they  had  done,  complying 
with  their  duty,  as  good  fervice,   they  had  hindered  their  people  from  doing  harm  to 
any  that  belonged  to  his  lordfliip,  as  they  might  eafily  have  done.     But  that  fince  he 
was  come,  and  was  fo  far  from  tliinking  fo,  tliat  he  infifted  upon  taking  revenge,  and 
doing  them  harm,  that  they  might  with  honour  do  what  they  had  undertaken,  and  be 
at  liberty  to  do  it,  they  took  leave  of  him  and  his  fervice.     Before  this  letter  was  de- 
livered to  the  admiral,  he  had  fent  Roldan  an  anfwer.     Caravajal,  whom  he  fent  to 
him,  telling  him  what  confidence  he  always  repofed  in  him,  and  what  a  good  account 
he  had  given  His  Catholic  Majelty  of  them  ;  adding,  that  he  did  not  write  to  him,  for 
fear  of  Ibme  inconveniency,  if  his  letter  fhould  be  fcen  by  the  common  fort,  which 
might  redound  to  his  difadvantage ;   and  therefore,  inftead  of  hand  and  feal,  he  had 
fent  that  perfon  to  him,  in  whom  he  knew  how  much  he  confided,  and  might  regard 
what  he  faid  as  if  it  were  under  his  feal.  which  was  the  commander  Ballefter;  and 
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therefore  he  might  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  and  he  fliould  find  him  mofl 
ready  to  comply.  On  the  i8th  of  October  he  ordered  five  fliips  to  depart  for  Spain, 
fending  Their  Catholic  Majefties  by  them  a  mofl  particular  account  of  affairs,  and  faying, 
he  had  kept  thofe  Ihips  till  then,  believing  that  Roldan  and  his  men  would  have  gone 
away  in  them,  as  tiiey  had  given  out  at  firfl ;  and  that  the  other  three  he  kept  with 
him,  were  fitting  out  for  his  brother  to  go  in  them  to  purfue  the  difcovery  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Paria,  and  take  order  about  the  filhery  and  trade  for  pearls,  a  fample  whereof 
he  fent  them  by  Arogial. 

CHAP.  LXXX.  —  Hozu  Francis  Roldan  went  to  treat  ivith  the  Admiral^  hut  came  to 

no  Agreement  ivith  Inm. 

ROLDAN  having  received  the  admiral's  letter,  anfwered  the  third  day,  feeming  to 
incline  to  do  all  he  ordered  him  ;  but  his  men  not  allowing  him  to  go  to  treat  without 
a  fafe  conduct,  he  defired  him  to  fend  one,  drawn  up  according  to  thofe  heads  he  fent 
under  his  hand,  and  figned  by  the  chief  men  about  him..  This  fafe  conduct  was 
immediately  fent  him  by  the  admiral  on  the  26lh  of  October,  and  Roldan  having 
received  it  foon  came,  but  rather  with  a  defign  to  draw  fome  body  over  to  him,  than 
to  conclude  any  thing,  as  appeared  by  his  impudent  propofals.  Thus  he  returned 
without  concluding  any  thing,  faying,  he  would  give  his  company  an  account  of 
matters,  and  write  word  what  they  refolved  on.  And  that  there  might  be  fome  body 
from  the  admiral  to  treat  and  fign  what  was  agreed  on,  the  admiral's  fteward  went  with 
him  ;  his  name  was  Salamanca.  After  much  talk,  Roldan  fent  articles  of  agreement 
for  the  admiral  to  fubfcribe,  telling  hini,  that  was  all  he  could  obtain  of  his  people, 
and  if  his  lordfliip  thought  fit  to  grant  it,  he  fliould  fend  his  aitent  to  The  Conception ; 
for  at  Bonao  they  had  no  longer  provifions  to  fubfift  on,  and  they  would  expeft  his 
anfwer  till  the  next  Monday.  The  admiral  having  read  their  anfwer  and  propofals, 
and  confidering  what  diflionourable  things  they  demanded,  would  not  grant  them,  left 
he  fhould  bring  himfelf,  his  brothers,  and  juftice  itfelf,  into  contempt.  But  that  they 
might  have  no  caufe  to  complain,  or  fay  he  was  too  ftiif  in  this  affair,  he  ordered  a 
general  pardon  to  be  proclaimed,  and  to  be  thirty  days  upon  the  gates  of  the  fort,  the 
purport  whereof  was  as  follows  : 

"  That  forafmuch  as  during  his  abfence  in  Spain,  fome  difference  had  happened 
between  tlie  lieutenant  and  the  chief  juftice  Roldan,  and  other  perfons  who  had  fled 
with  him,  notwithftanding  any  thing  that  had  happened,  they  might  all  in  general, 
and  every  one  in  particular,  fafely  come  to  ferve  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  as  if  no 
difference  had  ever  been ;  and  that  whofoever  would  go  into  Spain  fliould  have  his 
paflage,  and  an  order  to  receive  his  pay,  as  was  ufual  with  others,  provided  they  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  the  admiral  within  thirty  days,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  this 
pardon  :  protelting  that  in  cafe  they  did  not  appear  within  the  time  limited,  they  fhould 
be  proceeded  againll  according  to  courfe  of  lavvf." 

This  pardon,  fubfcribed  by  himfelf,  he  fent  to  Roldan  by  Caravajal,  giving  him,  in 
writing,  the  reafons  why  he  neither  could  nor  ought  to  grant  the  articles  fent  by  him, 
and  putting  him  in  mind  what  they  ought  to  do,  if  they  aimed  at  Their  Majefties' 
fervice.  Caravajal  went  to  the  rebels  at  The  Conception,  where  they  were  very  haughty 
and  proud,  laughing  at  the  admiral's  pardon,  and  faying,  he  fhould  loon  have  occafion 
to  alk  one  of  them.  All  this  happened  in  the  fpaceof  three  weeks,  during  which  time, 
under  colour  of  apprehending  a  mati  Roldan  would  execute,  they  kept  the  commander 
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Ballefter  befieged  in  the  fort,  and  cut  off  his  water,  believing  the  want  of  it  would 
oblige  him  to  furrender ;  but  upon  Caravajal's  arrival,  they  raifed  the  fiege,  and  after 
many  altercations  made  on  both  fides,  came  to  the  following  conclufion. 

CHAP.  LXXXI.  —  The  Agreement  made  between  the  Admiral  and  Roldan  with  his 

Rebels. 

THE  articles  figned  and  agreed  to  by  Francis  Roldan  and  his  company,  in  order  to 
their  return  to  Spain,  are  as  follows : 

I.  "  That  the  lord  admiral  give  him  two  good  fliips,  and  in  good  order,  according 
to  the  judgment  of  able  feamen,  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  the  port  of  Xaragua,  becaufe 
mod  of  his  followers  were  there  ;  and  becaufe  there  is  no  other  port  more  commodious 
to  provide  and  prepare  vidualling  and  other  neceflaries,  where  the  faid  Roldan  and  his 
company  fliall  embark,  and  fail  for  Spain,  if  fo  God  pleafe. 

II.  "  That  his  lordfliip  Ihall  give  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  falaries  due  to 
them  all  till  that  day,  and  letters  of  recommendation  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  that 
they  may  caufe  them  to  be  paid. 

III.  "  That  he  Ihall  give  them  ilaves  for  the  fervice  they  have  done  in  the  ifland,  and 
their  fufterings,  and  certify  the  faid  gift :  and  becaufe  fome  of  them  have  women 
big  with  child,  or  delivered ;  if  they  carry  them  away,  they  fhall  pafs  inftead  of  fuch 
flaves  they  were  to  have  ;  and  the  children  (hall  be  free,  and  they  may  take  them  along 
with  them. 

IV.  "  His  lordfliip  fliall  put  into  the  aforefaid  fliips  all  the  provifions  requifite  for 
that  voyage,  as  have  been  given  to  others  before ;  and  becaufe  he  could  not  furnifli 
them  with  bread,  the  judge  and  his  company  have  leave  to  provide  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  have  thirty  hundred  weight  of  bilket  allowed  them,  or  for  want  of  it  thirty 
facks  of  corn ;  to  the  end,  that  if  the  carabi  or  Indian  bread  fliould  fpoil,  as  might 
eafdy  happen,  they  may  fubfifl;  upon  the  aforefaid  bifl^et  or  corn. 

V.  "  That  his  lordfliip  fliall  give  a  fafe  conduct  for  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  come  to 
receive  the  orders  for  their  pay. 

VI.  "  Forafniuch  as  fome  goods  belonging  to  feveral  perfons,  who  are  with  Roldan, 
have  been  feized,  his  lordfliip  Ihall  order  relfitution  to  be  made. 

VII.  "  That  his  lordfliip  fhall  write  a  letter  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  acquainting 
them,  that  the  faid  Roldan's  fwine  remain  in  the  ifland,  for  the  inhabitants'  provifion, 
being  one  hundred  and  twenty  great  ones,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  fmall,  praying 
Their  Highnefs  to  allow  him  the  price  for  them  they  would  have  bore  in  the  ifland  ;  the 
which  fwine  were  taken  from  him  in  February  1498. 

VIII.  "  That  his  lordfliip  fliall  give  the  faid  Roldan  full  authority  to  fell  fome  goods 
he  has,  which  he  muft  part  with  to  go  away,  or  to  do  with  them  as  he  pleafes,  or  to 
leave  them  for  his  own  ufe  with  whom  he  thinks  fit,  to  make  the  belt  ot  them. 

IX.  "  That  his  lordfliip  will  order  the  judges  to  give  fpeedy  judgment  concerning 
the  horfe. 

X.  "  That  if  his  lordfliip  fliall  find  the  demands  of  Salamanca  to  be  juil,  lie  fliall 
write  to  the  faid  judge  to  caufe  him  to  be  paid. 

XI.  "  That  his  lordfliip  fliall  be  difcourfed  concerning  the 'captain's  flaves. 

XII.  "  That  forafinuch  as  the  faid  Roldan  and  his  company  miftrull,  that  his 
lordfliip,  or  fome  other  perfon  by  his  order,  may  offer  them  fome  violence,  with  the 
other  fhips  that  are  in  the  ifland,  he  fliall  therefore  grant  them  a  pafs  or  fafe  conducl, 
promifing  in  Their  Majefties'  name,  and  upon  his  own  faith,  and  the  word  of  a  genile- 
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man,  as  is  ufed  in  Spain,  that  neither  his  lordfliip,  nor  any  other  perfon  fliall  offend 
them,  or  obftruct  their  voyage." 

"  Having  examined  this  agreement  made  by  Alonfo  Sanchez  de  Caravajal  and  James 
de  Salamanca  with  Francis  Roldan  and  his  company,  this  day  being  Wednefday  the 
2ift  of  November  1498,  I  am  content  it  be  fully  obfervcd,  upon  condition  that  the 
faid  Francis  Roldan,  nor  any  of  his  followers,  in  whofe  name  he  fubfcribed  and 
ratified  the  articles  by  him  delivered  to  the  aforefaid  Alonfo  Sanchez  de  Caravajal  and 
James  de  Salamanca,  Ihall  not  receive  into  their  company  any  other  Chriftian  of  the 
ifland,  of  any  Itate  or  condition  whatfoever." 

"  I  Francis  Roldan,  judge,  do  promife  and  engage  my  faith  and  word  for  myfelf 
and  all  thofe  with  me,  that  the  articles  above  mentioned  fhall  be  obferved  and  fulfilled, 
without  any  fraud,  but  faithfully  as  is  here  fet  down,  his  lordlhip  performing  all  that 
has  been  agreed  on  between  Alonfo  Sanchez  de  Caravajal  and  James  de  Salamanca 
and  myfelf,  as  is  in  the  written  articles." 

I.  "  That  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  till  the  anfwer  be  brought,  for  which 
ten  days  (hall  be  allowed,  I  will  admit  no  perfon  whatfoever  of  thofe  that  are  with  the 
lord  admiral. 

II.  "  That  within  fifty  days  after  the  faid  anfwer  fhall  be  delivered  to  me  here  iai  The 
Conception,  figned  and  fealed  by  his  lordfhip,  which  fhall  be  within  the  ten  days  before 
mentioned,  we  will  embark  and  fet  fail  for  Spain. 

III.  "  That  none  of  the  flaves  freely  granted  us,  fhall  be  carried  away  by  force. 

IV.  "  That  whereas  the  admiral  will  not  be  at  the  port  where  we  are  to  embark, 
the  perfon  or  perfons  his  lordfhip  fhall  fend  thither,  be  honoured  and  refpected  as  Their 
Majeflies'  and  his  lordfhip's  officers,  to  whom  fhall  be  given  an  account  of  all  we  put 
aboard  the  fhips,  that  they  may  enter  it,  and  do  as  his  lordfhip  (liall  think  fit ;  as  alfb 
to  deliver  to  them  fuch  things  as  we  have  in  our  hands  belonging  to  Their  Majeflies. 
All  the  aforeiaid  articles  are  to  be  fubfcribed  and  performed  by  his  lordfhip,  as  Alonfo 
Sanchez  de  Caravajal  and  James  de  Salamanca  have  them  in  writing ;  the  anfwer 
whereof  I  expecl  here  at  The  Conception  for  eight  days  to  come  ;  and  if  it  be  not  then 
brought,  I  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  any  thing  here  mentioned." 

"  In  teftimony  whereof,  and  that  I  and  my  company  may  obferve  and  perform 
what  I  have  faid,  I  have  fubfcribed  this  writing.  Given  at  The  Conception,  on  the 
16th  of  November  1498." 

CHAP.  LXXXII.  —  Hew  after  the  Agreement   concluded,    the  Rebels    ivoit  away  to 
Xaragua,  faying,  they  would  embark  on  the  two  Ships  font  them  by  the  Admiral. 

THINGS  being  adjufled  as  above,  Caravajal  and  Salamanca  returned  to  St.  Do- 
mingo to  the  admiral,  and  at  their  requefl,  on  the  2 1  ft  of  November,  he  fubfcribed 
the  aforefaid  articles  brought  by  them,  and  granted  a  new  fafe  conduct  or  leave  to  all 
thofe  that  would  not  go  to  Spain  with  Roldan,  promifing  them  pay,  or  the  liberty  of 
planters,  as  tliey  liked  bell,  and  for  others  to  come  freely  to  manage  their  affairs. 
Thefe  the  Caftellan  Ballefter  delivered  to  Roldan  and  his  company  at  The<Vinception, 
on  the  24th  of  November,  and  they  having  received  them,  went  away  toward 
Xaragua,  to  prepare  for  their  departure,  as  was  afterwards  known.  And  though  the 
admiral  was  fenfible  of  their  villainy,  and  much  concerned  that  the  good  fervice  his 
brother  might  have  done  in  continuing  the  difcovery  of  the  continent  of  Paria,  and 
fettling  the  pearl  fifhery  and  trade,  was  obftruded  by  giving  them  thofe  fhips,  yet  he 
would  not  give  the  rebels  occafion  to  blame  him,  faying,  he  had  refufed  them  their 
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pafHige.  He  began  therefore  prefently  to  fit  out  the  fliips  as  had  been  agreed,  though 
the  equipment  was  fomewhat  retarded  for  want  of  necelTaries.  To  fupply  which 
defeft,  and  that  no  time  might  be  loll,  he  ordered  Caravajal  to  go  over  by  land  to 
provide  and  difpofe  all  things  for  the  departure  of  the  rebels,  vvhiKl  the  fliips  came 
about,  giving  him  ample  commiilion  for  it,  refolving  himi'elf  to  go  foon  to  Ifabella,  to 
fettle  alfairs  there,  leaving  his  brother  James  at  St.  Domingo,  to  look  to  that  place. 
After  his  departure,  about  the  end  of  January,  the  two  c;iravals,  furnifhed  with  all 
necelVaries  for  the  voyage,  fet  out  to  take  up  the  rebels ;  but  a  great  ftorm  rifing  by 
the  way,  they  were  forced  to  put  into  another  port  till  the  end  of  March  ;  and  becaufe 
the  caraval  Ninna,  one  of  the  two,  was  in  the  worll  condition,  and  required  mofl 
repairs,  the  admiral  fent  orders  to  Peter  de  Arana  and  Francis  de  Garai  to  repair  to 
Xaragua,  with  another  called  Santa  Cruz,  or  the  Holy  Crofs,  aboard  which  Caravajal 
went,  and  not  by  land.  He  was  eleven  days  by  the  way,  and  found  the  other  caraval 
waiting  for  him. 

CHAP.  LXXXIII.  —  Ho\u  the  Rebels  altered  their  Refolution  of  going  to  Spain,  and 
came  to  a  new  Agreement  luith  the  Admiral. 

IN  the  mean  while,  the  caravals  not  coming,  and  moll  of  Roldan's  men  having  no 
mind  to  embark,  they  took  chat  delay  for  a  pretence  to  flay,  blaming  the  admiral,  as 
if  he  had  not  difpatched  them  as  foon  as  he  might ;  whereof  he  being  informed,  writ 
to  Roldan  and  Adrian,  perfuading  them  in  a  friendly  manner  to  perform  the  agree- 
ment, and  not  fall  into  difobedience.  Befides,  Caravajal,  who  was  with  them  at 
Xaragua,  on  the  20th  of  April  entered  his  proteflation  before  a  notary,  called  Francis 
de  Garai,  afterwards  governor  ot  Panuco  and  of  Jamaica,  requiring  them,  fmce  the 
admiral  had  fent  the  fhips,  to  accept  of  them,  and  embark  according  to  articles.  And 
becaufe  they  would  not,  on  the  2jth  of  April  he  ordered  the  fliips  to  return  to  St. 
Domingo,  becaufe  they  were  deftroyed  by  the  worms,  and  the  men  fuftered  much  for 
want  of  provifions.  The  rebels  were  no  way  concerned,  but  rather  rejoiced  and  grew 
haughty,  feeing  fuch  account  was  made  ef  them,  and  were  fo  far  from  acknowledging 
the  admiral's  civility,  that  they  laid  it  to  his  charge  in  writing,  that  it  was  through  his 
fault  they  Raid,  faying,  he  had  a  mind  to  be  revenged  on  them,  and  had  therefore 
delayed  the  fending  of  the  caravals,  which  were  in  fuch  ill  cafe,  that  it  was  impoifible 
they  fliould  go  in  them  to  Spain ;  and  that  though  they  had  been  never  fo  good,  their 
provifions  were  fpent  expeding  them,  and  they  could  not  get  more  under  a  long 
while,  for  which  reafon  they  had  refolved  to  expeft  redrefs  from  Their  Majefties. 
Caravajal  returned  with  this  anfwer  by  land  to  St.  Domingo,  to  whom,  at  the  time  of 
his  departure,  Roldan  faid,  he  would  willingly  go  wait  on  the  admiral,  to  endeavour 
for  fuch  an  accommodation  as  might  pleafe  all  parties,  provided  he  would  fend  him  his 
fafe  condud.  Caravajal  fent  the  admiral  word  of  it  from  St.  Domingo  on  the  1 5th  of 
May,  who  anfwered  on  the  2 1  ft,  commending  him  for  the  pains  he  took,  and  fent  the 
fafe  condutt  he  required,  with  a  fhort  letter  to  Roldan,  though  very  pithy,  perfuading 
him  to  peace,  fubmifllon,  and  Their  Majefties'  fervice ;  which  he  afterwards  repeated 
at  St.  Domingo  more  at  large  on  the  29th  of  June ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Anguft,  fix  or 
feven  of  the  chief  men  about  the  admiral  fent  Roldan  another  fafe  conduct,  that  he 
might  come  to  treat  with  his  lordfliip.  But  the  diftance  being  great,  and  the  admiral 
having  occafion  to  vifit  the  country,  he  refolved  to  go  with  two  caravals  to  the  port  of 
Azua  in  the  fame  ifland  Hifpaniola,  weft  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  the  nearer  the  pro- 
vince where  the  rebels  were,  many  of  whom  came  to  the  faid  port  5  and  the  admiral 
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arri\dng  there  about  the  end  of  Augufl  with  his  fhips,  conferred  with  the  chief  of 
them,  exhorting  them  to  defifl  from  their  ill  courfe,  and  promifmg  them  all  poflible 
favour  and  kindnefs,  which  they  promifed  to  do,  provided  the  admiral  granted  them 
four  things,  viz. 

I.  "  That  he  fhall  fend  fifteen  of  them  to  Spain  in  the  firfl;  fliips  that  went. 

II.  "  That  to  thofe  that  remained,  he  fliould  give  land  and  houfes  for  their  pay. 

III.  "  That  proclamation  fliould  be  made,  that  all  that  had  happened  was  caufed 
by  falfe  fuggeflions,  and  through  the  fault  of  ill  men. 

IV.  "  That  the  admiral  lliall  anew  appoint  Roldan  perpetual  judge." 

This  being  concluded  among  them,  Roldan  returned  alhore  from  the  admiral's 
caraval,  and  fent  his  companions  the  articles,  which  were  fo  much  to  their  mind,  and 
fo  unreafonable,  that  they  concluded,  faying,  in  cafe  the  admiral  failed  in  any  part,  it 
fhould  be  lawful  for  them  by  force,  or  any  other  means,  to  oblige  him  to  performance. 
The  admiral  being  eager  to  conclude  this  difficult  matter,  which  had  lafted  above  two 
years ;  and  confidering  his  adverfaries  continued  more  obflinate  than  ever,  and  that 
many  of  thofe,  who  were  with  him,  had  a  mind  to  join  companies,  and  confpire  to- 
gether, to  go  to  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  as  Roldan  had  done ;  he  refolved  to  fign 
the  articles  whatfoever  they  were,  viz.  To  grant  Roldan  a  patent  for  perpetual  judge, 
and  the  other  three  above-mentioned  particulars,  befides  all  they  had  fent  in  writing, 
a  copy  whereof  was  inferted  above.  On  Tuefday  following,  being  the  i;th  of  No- 
vember, Roldan  to  cxercife  his  office,  and  accordingly  it  being  a  part  of  his  grant,  he 
conftitutod  Peter  Riquelme  judge  of  Bonao,  with  power  to  imprifon  offenders  in 
criminal  cafes,  but  that  he  fhould  fend  criminals  upon  life  and  death,  to  be  tried  by 
him  at  the  fort  of  The  Conception.  The  fubftitute  being  no  honefter  than  his 
mafter,  he  prefently  went  about  to  build  a  flrong  houfe  at  Bonao,  had  not  Peter 
de  Arana  forbid  him,  becaufe  he  plainly  perceived  it  was  contrary  to  the  refpeft  due 
to  the  admiral. 

CHAP.  LXXXIV.  —  How  Ojcda,  returning  from  his  Difcovery,  excited  new  Troubles 

,  in  Hifpaniola. 

TO  return  to  the  courfe  of  our  hiflory,  the  admiral  having  adjufted  matters  with 
Roldan,  appointed  a  captain  with  fome  men  to  march  about  the  ifland  to  pacify  it, 
and  reduce  the  Indians  to  pay  the  tribute,  and  be  always  in  a  readinefs,  that  upon  the 
leaft  mutiny  among  the  Chriflians,  and  fign  of  rebellion  among  the  Indians,  he  might 
fupprefs  and  punifh  them,  which  he  did  with  a  defign  to  go  himfelf  over  to  Spain, 
and  carry  with  him  his  brother  the  lieutenant,  becaufe  it  would  be  difficult,  if  he  were 
left  behind,  to  forget  old  grudges.  As  he  was  preparing  for  his  voyage,  Alonfo  de 
Ojeda,  who  had  been  difcovering  with  four  fhips,  arrived  in  the  ifland.  And  for- 
afmuch  as  this  fort  of  men  failed  about  to  make  their  fortune,  on  the  5th  of  September 
he  put  into  the  port  the  Chriflians  called  Brafil,  and  the  Indians  Yaquimo,  defigning 
to  take  what  he  could  from  the  Indians,  and  load  with  wood  and  flaves.  Whilil  he 
was  thus  employed,  he  did  all  the  harm  he  could  ;  and  to  fliew  he  was  a  limb  of  the 
bifhop  we  have  mentioned,  endeavoured  to  raife  another  mutiny,  gave  out,  that 
Queen  Ifabel  or  Elizabeth  was  ready  to  die ;  and  as  foon  as  flie  was  dead,  there  would 
be  nobody  left  to  fupport  the  admiral,  and  that  he,  as  a  faitliful  fervant  to  the  faid 
bifhop,  might  do  what  he  pleafed  againll  the  admiral,  becaufe  of  the  enmity  there  was 
between  them.  Upon  thei'e  grounds  he  began  to  write  to  fome  that  were  not  very 
found,  after  the  late  troubles,  and  to  hold  correfpondence  with  them.     But  Roldan 

being 
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being  infunned  of  his  proceedings  and  defigns,  by  the  admiral's  order,  went  againit 
him  with  twenty-one  men,  to  prevent  him  doing  the  harm  he  intended.  Being  come 
within  a  league  and  a  half  of  him,  on  the  29th  of  September,  he  underdood  he  was 
with  fifteen  men  at  a  cacique's,  whofe  name  was  Haniguaaba,  making  bread  and 
bilket ;  and  therefore  he  travelled  that  night  to  furprize  him.  Ojeda  underftanding 
that  Roldan  was  coming  upon  him,  and  being  too  weak  to  oppofe  him,  to  make  the 
bed  of  a  bad  cafe,  went  to  meet  him,  laying,  want  of  provifions  had  brought  him 
thither,  to  fupply  himfelf  in  the  King  his  mafter's  dominions,  without  defigning  any 
harm.  And  giving  him  an  account  of  his  voyage,  faid,  he  had  been  difcovering  fix 
hundretl  leagues  weftward  along  the  coaft  of  Paria,  where  he  found  people  that  fought 
the  Chriilians  even  hand,  and  had  wounded  twenty  of  his  men ;  for  which  reafon  he 
could  make  no  advantage  of  the  wealth  of  the  country,  where  he  faid  he  had  feen 
deer  and  rabbits  and  tygers'  ikins  and  paws  and  gaaninies,  all  which  he  Ihewed 
Roldan  aboard  the  caravals,  faying,  he  would  foon  repair  to  St.  Domingo  to  give  the 
admiral  an  account  of  all.  He  at  this  time  was  much  troubled,  becaufe  Peter  de 
Arana  had  iignified  to  him,  that  Riquelme,  judge  of  Bonao,  for  Roldan,  under 
colour  of  building  a  houfe  for  his  herds,  had  made  choice  of  a  flrong  rock,  that  he 
might  from  thence,  with  a  few  men,  do  all  the  harm  he  thought  fit ;  that  he  had 
forbid  .  him :  whereupon  Riquelme  had  drawn  up  a  procefs,  attefted  by  witnefles 
againft  him,  and  fent  it  to  the  admiral,  complaining  that  Arana  uled  violence 
againft  him,  and  praying  relief,  that  no  diforder  might  happen  among  them.  Here- 
upon, though  the  admiral  knew  that  man  was  not  of  a  quiet  difpofition,  yet  he  thought 
fit  to  conceal  his  jealoufy,  yet  fo  as  to  be  upon  his  guard  ;  being  of  opinion  it  was 
enough  to  provide  againft  Ojeda's  open  intrufion,  without  taking  notice  of  that  which 
might  tolerably  be  connived  at.  Ojeda  holding  his  wicked  purpofe,  and  taking  leave 
of  Roldan  in  February  i  ^00,  went  away  with  his  fliips  to  Xaragua,  where  a  great 
many  of  thofe  lived,  who  had  before  rebelled  with  Roldan.  And  becaufe  avarice  is 
the  mod  beneficial  and  ready  way  to  promote  any  mifchief,  he  began  to  give  out 
among  thofe  people,  that  Their  Catholic  Majedies  had  appointed  him  and  Caravajal  the 
admiral's  counfellors,  that  they  might  not  fuft'er  him  to  do  any  thing,  which  they  did 
not  think  was  for  Their  Majedies'  fervice  ;  and  that  among  many  other  things  they  had 
ordered  him  to  do,  one  was,  that  he  ihould  immediately  pay  in  ready  money,  all 
thofe  that  were  in  the  ifland  in  their  fervice  ;  and  fince  the  admiral  was  not  fo  jud  as  to 
do  it,  he  was  ready  to  go  along  with  them  to  St.  Domingo,  to  oblige  him  to  pay  them 
out  of  hand  ;  and  that  done,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  turn  him  out  of  the  ifland  dead  or 
alive ;  for  they  ought  not  to  rely  on  the  agreement  made,  or  the  word  he  had  given 
them,  for  he  would  keep  it  no  longer  than  neceflity  obliged  him  to  it.  Upon  thefe 
promifes,  many  refolved  to  follow  him ;  and  therefore,  being  aflided  by  them,  he  one 
night  fell  upon  others  who  oppofed  him,  and  there  were  fome  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  fides.  And  being  fatisfied  that  Roldan,  who  was  returned  to  the  admiral's 
fervice,  would  not  join  with  them,  they  refolved  to  furprize  and  make  him  prifoner ; 
l)ut  he,  being  informed  of  their  defign,  went  well  attended  where  Ojeda  was,  to  put 
a  dop  to  his  diforders,  or  punifh  him,  as  he  fhould  find  expedient.  Ojeda,  for  fear  of 
him,  retired  to  his  Ihips,  and  Roldan  continuing  adiore,  they  treated  about  a  con- 
ference ;  each  of  them  fearing  to  put  himfelt  into  the  power  of  the  other.  Roldan 
perceiving  that  Ojeda  was  unwilling  to  come  afhore,  he  offered  to  go  treat  with  him 
aboard :  to  which  purpofe  he  fent  to  afk  his  boat,  which  he  fent  him  well  manned, 
and  having  taken  in  Roldan  with  fix  or  feven  of  his  followers,  when  they  lead  fuf- 
pefted  it,  Roldan  and  his  people  on  a  fudden  fell  upon  Ojeda's  men,  with  their  naked 

fwords. 
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fwords,  and  killing  feme  and  wounding  others,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  boat, 
returning  with  it  to  land,  Ojeda  having  only  a  fmall  Ikitf  left  him,  in  which  he  refolved 
to  come  peaceably  to  treat  with  Roldan.     Having  made  fome  excufe  for  his  offences, 
he  agreed  to  reftore  fome  men  he  had  taken  by  force,  that  his  boat  and  men  might  be 
returned  him  ;  alleging,  if  it  were  not  reftored,  it  would  be  the  ruin  of  them  all  and 
their  fhips,  becaufe  he  had  no  other  fit  to  ferve  them.     Roldan  readily  granted  it, 
that  he  might  have  no  caufe  to  complain,  or  fay,  he  was  loft  through  his  means  ;  yet 
making  him  promife  and  give  fecurity  that  he  would  depart  the  ifland  by  a  time  ap- 
pointed, as  he  was  obliged  to  do,  by  the  good  guard  Roldan  kept  afliore.     But  as  it  is 
a  hard  matter  to  root  out  cockle,  fo  that  it  may  not  fprout  up  again  ;  fo  it  is  no  lefs 
difficult  for  people  that  have  got  a  habit  of  doing  ill   to  forbear  relapfing  into  their 
crimes,  as  happened  to  fome  of  the  rebels  a  few  days  after  Ojeda  was  gone.     For  one 
D.  Ferdinand  de  Guevai-a,  being  in  difgrace  with  the  admiral,  as  a  feditious  perfon, 
and  having  taken  part  with  Ojeda,  in  hatred  to  Roldan,  becaufe  he  would  not  permit 
him  to  take  to  wife  the  daughter  of  Canua,  the  principal  queen  of  Xaragua,  began  to 
gather  many  confpirators  to  fecure  Roldan,  and  fucceed  him  in  the  ill  things  he  had 
done.     Particularly  he  gained  to  his  party  one  Adrian  de  Moxica,  a  chief  man  among 
the  late  rebels,  and  other  wicked  men,  who,  about  the  middle  of  July  ijoo,  had 
contrived  to  fecure  or  murder  Roldan.     He  having  intelligence  of  the  defign,  ftood 
upon  his  guard,  and  ordered  his  bufinefs  fo  well,  that  he  feized  the  aforefiiid  D.  Fer- 
dinand, Adrian,  and  the  chief  men  of  their  party  ;  and  fending  the  admiral  an  account 
of  what  had  happened,  alked  what  his  pleafure  was  he  fliould  do  with  them  ?     The 
anfwer  was.  That  fmce  they  had  endeavoured,  without  any  provocation,  to  difturb 
tlie  country,  (and  if  they  were  not  punifhed,  every  thing  mull  run  to  ruin,)   he  fhould 
punifli  them  according  to  their  demerits,   and  as  the  law  direfted.     The  judge  did 
it  accordingly,  and  proceeding  legally  againft  them,  hanged  Adrian  as  chief  author  of 
the  confpiracy,  baniflied  others,  and  kept  D.  Ferdinand  in  prifon,  till  on  the   13th  of 
June  he  delivered  him,  with  other  prifoners,  to  Gonfalo  Blanco,  to  carry  them  to 
la  Vega,  that  is,  the  Plain,  where  the  admiral  then  was.     This  example  quieted  the 
country,  and  the  Indians  again  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the   Chriftians.     Such  rich 
gold  mines  were  difcovered,  that  every  man  left  the  King's  pay,  and  went  away  to 
iive  upon  his  own  account,  applying  himfelf  to  dig  gold  at  his  own  expence,  allowing 
the  King  the  third  part  of  all  they  found.     This  profpered  fo  well,  that  a  man  has 
gathered  five  marks  (a  mark  is  eight  ounces)  of  gold  in  a  day,  and  a  grain  of  pure  gold 
has  been  taken  up  worth  above  196  ducats  j  and  the  Indians  were  fubmiffive,  dreading 
the  admiral,  and  fo  defirous  to  pleafe  him,  that  they  readily  became  Chriftians  only  to 
oblige  him.     When  any  of  the  chief  of  them  was  to  appear  before  him,   he  en- 
deavoured to  be  clad  :  and  therefore  to  fettle  all  things  the  better,  the  admiral  refolved 
to  take  a  progrefs  through  the  ifland ;  and  accordingly  he  and  his  brother  and  lieu- 
tenant fet  out  on  Wednefday  the  20th  of  February  1499,  and  came  to  Ifabella  on  the 
19th  of  March.     From  Ifabella  they  fet  out  the  5th  of  April  for  The  Conception,  and 
came  thither  the  Tuefday  following.     The  lieutenant  went  thence  for  Xaragua,  upon 
Friday  the  7th  of  June.     On  Chrillmas  day  following,  which  was  in  the  year  1499, 
being  forfaken  by  all  the  world,  the  Indians  and  rebel  Chriftians  fell  upon  me,  and  I 
was  reduced  to  luch  diftrefs,  that  to  avoid  death,  leaving  all  behind  me,  I  put  to  fea 
in  a  little  caraval.     But  our  Lord  prefently  relieved  me,  faying,  Thou  man  of  little 
faith,  fear  not,  I  am  with  you ;  and  fo  he  difperfed  my  enemies,  and  ftiewed  how  he 
could  fulfil  my  promifes :  unhappy  finner  that  I  am,  who  placed  all  my  hopes  on  the 
•A-orld.     From  'I'he  Conception  the  admiral  defigned  to  go  to  St.  Domingo,  on  the 

3d  of 
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3d  of  Fcbiii:u-y,  in  order  to  make  ready  to  return  into  Spain  to  give  Their  Catholic 
Majefties  an  account  of  all  things. 

CHAP.  LXXXV.  —  How  tbcir  Cutbolic  Maje/lics,  upon  falfe  Informations,  and  inali- 
chus  Complaints  of  fame  Pcrfons,  fcnt  a  Jiufj^c  to  take  cognizance  of  A^airs. 

WHILST  thefe  diforders  happened,  as  has  been  faid,  many  of  the  rebels  by  let- 
tors  fent  from  Hifpaniola,  and  others  that  were  returned  into  Spain,  did  not  ceafe  to 
give  in  falfe  informations  to  the  King  and  his  council,  againft  the  admiral  and  his  bro- 
thers, faying,  they  were  cruel  and  unfit  for  that  government,  as  well  becaufe  they 
were  Grangers  and  aliens,  as  becaufe  they  had  not  formerly  been  in  a  condition  to 
learn  by  experience  how  to  govern  people  of  condition ;  affirming,  that  if  Their 
HighneHes  did  not  apply  fome  remedy,  thofe  countries  would  be  utterly  deilroyed  ;  and 
ill  cafe  they  were  not  quite  ruined  by  their  ill  government,  the  admiral  would  revolt, 
and  join  in  league  with  fome  prince  to  fupport  him,  he  pretending  that  all  was  his  own, 
as  having  been  difcovered  by  his  induitry  and  labour ;  and  that  the  better  to  compafs 
his  defign,  he  concealed  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and  would  not  have  the  Indians 
ferve  the  Chriilians,  nor  be  converted  to  the  faith,  becaufe  by  making  much  of  them 
he  hoped  they  would  be  of  his  fide,  to  do  what  he  pleafed  againll  Their  Highneifes. 
They  proceeding  in  thefe  and  fuch  like  flanders,  importuned  Their  Catholic  Majefties, 
ever  talking  ill  of  the  admiral,  and  complaining  there  were  feveral  years  pay  due  to  the 
men,  gave  occafion  to  all  that  were  at  court  to  rail.  So  that  when  I  was  at  Granada, 
at  the  time  the  moft  ferene  Prince  Michael  happened  to  die,  above  fifty  of  them,  like 
fhamelefs  wretches,  brought  a  load  of  grapes,  and  fat  dovi^n  in  the  court  of  Alhambra, 
(a  caftie  and  palace)  crying  out,  that  Their  Highnelfes  and  the  admiral  made  them  live 
fo  miferably  by  not  paying  them,  with  many  ocher  fcandalons  expreffions.  And  their 
impudence  was  fo  great,  that  if  The  Catholic  King  went  abroad,  they  all  got  about 
him,  crying,  pay,  pay.  And  if  it  happened  that  my  brother  or  I,  who  were  pages 
to  Her  Majefly,  paifed  by  where  they  were,  they  cried  out  in  a  hideous  manner,  mak- 
ing the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  faying,  there  are  the  admiral  of  the  Mofqueto's  fons, 
he  that  has  found  out  falfe  and  deceitful  countries,  to  be  the  ruin  and  burial  place 
of  the  Spanifli  gentry  ;  adding  many  more  fuch  infolencies,  which  made  us  cautious 
of  appearing  before  them.  Their  complaints  running  fo  high,  and  their  conitant  im- 
portunity with  the  King's  favourites,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  a  judge  to  Hifpaniola,  to 
inquire  into  all  thefe  aiiairs,  ordering  him,  in  cafe  he  found  the  admiral  guilty  of 
what  was  alledged,  to  fend  him  to  Spain,  and  Itay  there  himfelf  as  governor.  The 
perfon  Their  Majefties  made  choice  of  for  this  purpofe,  was  one  Francis  de  Bova- 
dilla,  a  poor  knight  of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  who  on  the  21ft  of  May  1499  had  full 
imd  ample  commillion  given  him  at  Madrid,  and  blank  letters,  fubfcribed  by  Their 
Majefties,  to  fuch  perfons  as  he  ftiould  think  fit  in  Hifpaniola,  commanding  them  to  be 
aiding  and  aflifting  to  him.  Thus  furniftied,  he  arrived  at  St.  Domingo  at  the  latter 
end  of  Auguft  1500,  at  fuch  time  as  the  admiral  v.'as  at  The  Conception,  fettling  the 
affairs  of  that  province,  where  his  brother  had  been  afTaulted  by  the  rebels,  and  where 
there  were  more  Indians,  and  thofe  more  underftanding  people  than  in  the  reft  of  the 
ifland.  So  that  Bovadilla  at  his  arrival  finding  nobody  to  keep  him  in  awe,  the  firft 
thing  he  did  was  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  the  admiral's  palace,  and  feize  and  make 
ufe  of  all  he  found  there,  as  if  it  had  fallen  to  him  by  inheritance  ;  and  gathering  to- 
gether all  he  could  find  that  had  been  in  rebellion,  and  many  others  that  hated  the 
admiral  and  his  brothers,  he  prefently  declared  himfelf  governor.     And  to  gain  the 

alFedions 
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afFedions  of  the  people,  he  caufed  a  general  freedom  to  be  proclaimed  for  twenty 
years  to  come ;  requiring  the  admiral  to  repair  to  him  without  any  delay,  becaufe  it 
was  convenient  for  His  Majefty's  fervice  he  fliould  do  fo.  And  to  back  his  fummons, 
on  the  yth  of  September,  fent  him  the  King's  letter  by  F.  John  de  la  Sera,  which 
■was  to  this  effeft  : 

To  D.  Chriftopner  Colon,  our  Admiral  of  the  Ocean. 

WE  have  ordered  the  commendary  Francis  de  Bovadilla,  the  bearer,  to  acquaint  you 
with  fome  things  from  us  :  therefore  we  defire  you  to  give  him  entire  credit,  and  to 
obey  him, 

"  Given  at  Madrid  the  21ft  of  IVIay  1499. 
"  I  the  King,   I  the  Queen. 

"  By  command  of  Their  Highnefles,  Mich.  Perez  de  Almaz.a.n." 

CHAP.  I.XXXVI. — How  the  Admiral  ivas  apprehended  and  fcnf  to  Spain  in  Irons. 

together  with  his  Brothers. 

THE  admiral  having  feen  Their  Majefties'  letter,  came  away  prefently  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, where  the  aforefaid  judge  was,  who  being  eager  to  remain  governor  there,  at 
the  beginning  of  Oftober  1500,  without  any  delay,  or  legal  information,  fent  him 
prifoner  aboard  a  Oiip,  together  with  his  brother  James,  putting  them  in  irons,  and  a 
good  guard  over  them,  and  ordered  upon  fevere  penalties,  that  none  fhould  dare  to 
fpeak  for  them.  After  this,  (by  Abington  law)  he  began  to  draw  up  a  procefs  againfl 
them,  admitting  the  rebels  his  enemies  as  witneffes,  and  publickly  favouring  all  that 
came  to  fpeak  ill  of  them,  who  in  their  depofitions  gave  in  fuch  villainies  and  inco- 
herencies,  that  he  muft  have  been  blind  that  had  not  plainly  perceived  they  were  falfe 
and  malicious.  For  which  reafon.  Their  Catholic  Majefties  would  not  admit  of  them, 
and  cleared  the  admiral,  repenting  that  they  had  fent  fuch  a  man  in  that  employment, 
and  not  without  good  caufe ;  for  this  Bovadilla  ruined  the  ifland,  and  fquandered 
the  King's  revenues,  that  all  men  might  be  his  friends,  faying  Their  Majefties  would 
have  nothing  but  the  honour  of  the  dominion,  and  that  the  profit  fhould  be  for 
their  fubjefts.  Yet  he  neglefted  not  his  own  fliare,  but  fiding  with  the  richeft  and 
moft  pow^erful  men,  gave  them  Indians  to  ferve  them,  upon  condition  they  fliould 
ftiare  with  him  all  they  got  by  their  means,  and  fold  by  auftion  the  pofTeflions  and 
rights  the  admiral  had  acquired  for  Their  Majefties,  faying,  they  were  no  labourers, 
nor  did  they  defire  to  make  a  profit  of  thofe  lands,  but  only  kept  them  for  the 
benefit  of  their  fubjefts.  He  thus  felling  all  things  under  this  colour,  endeavoured 
on  the  other  fide  that  they  fhould  be  bought  by  fome  of  his  own  companions,  for  one 
third  of  the  value.  Befides  all  this,  he  made  no  other  ufe  of  his  judicial  power  but 
to  enrich  himfclf  and  gain  the  affeftions  of  the  people,  being  ftill  afraid  left  the  lieu- 
tenant, who  was  not  yet  come  from  Xaragua,  fhould  put  a  ftop  to  his  proceedings, 
and  endeavour  to  fet  the  admiral  at  liberty  by  force  of  arms  ;  in  which  particular 
the  brothers  behaved  themfclves  very  prudently  ;  for  the  admiral  fent  them  word 
immediately,  that  they  fhould  come  peaceably  to  him,  the  King's  fervice  fo  requiring, 
that  the  ifland  might  not  be  put  into  an  uproar  ;  for  when  they  were  in  Spain,  they 
fhould  more  eafily  obtain  the  puniflmient  of  fuch  a  fenfelefs  perlbn,  and  fatisiadion  for 
the  wrong  done  them.  Yet  this  did  not  divert  Bovadilla  from  putting  him  and  his 
brothers  into  irons,  allowing  the  bafcr  fort  to  rail  at  them  publickly,  blowing  horns 
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about  the  port  where  they  were  fliipped,  befides  many  fcandalous  libels  fet  up  at 
corners  of  flreets  againfl  them  ;  fo  that  though  he  was  informed  that  one  James 
Ortir,  governor  of  the  hofpital,  had  writ  a  libel,  and  read  it  publickly  in  the  market- 
place, he  was  fo  far  from  punifliing  of  him,  that  he  feemed  to  be  very  well  pleafed, 
which  made  every  one  endeavour  to  Ihew  himfelf  in  this  fort.  And  perhaps  for 
fear  the  admiral  Ihould  fwim  back,  he  took  care  when  they  were  to  fail,  to  defire 
Andrew  Martin,  the  mailer  of  the  fhip,  to  look  to  him,  and  to  deliver  him  in  irons  as 
he  was,  to  the  bifliop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca,  by  whofe  advice  and  diredion  it  was  con- 
cluded he  did  all  thefe  things  •,  though  when  they  were  at  fea,  the  mailer  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  Bovadilla's  unw-orthinefs,  would  have  knocked  off  the  admiral's  irons,  which  he 
would  never  permit,  faying,  that  fmce  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  by  their  letter  di- 
reded  him  to  perform  whatfoever  Bovadilla  did  in  their  name  command  him  to  do, 
in  virtue  of  which  authority  and  commiflion  he  had  put  him  into  irons,  he  would  have 
none  but  Their  Highneffes  themfelves  to  do  their  pleafure  herein ;  and  he  was  refolved 
to  keep  thofe  fetters  as  relicks,  and  a  memorial  of  the  reward  of  his  many  fervices; 
as  accordingly  he  did  ;  for  I  always  faw  thofe  irons  in  his  room,  which  he  ordered  to 
be  buried  with  his  body ;  notwithilanding  that,  he  having  on  the  20th  of  November 
1 500,  writ  to  Their  Majefties,  acquainting  them  with  his  arrival  at  Cadiz  ;  they,  under- 
Itanding  the  condition  he  came  in,  immediately  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  releafed, 
and  fent  him  very  gracious  letters,  faying,  they  were  very  forry  for  liis  fufferings, 
and  the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  Bovadilla  towards  him,  ordering  him  to  go  to 
court,  where  care  fhould  be  taken  about  his  affairs,  and  he  (hould  be  fhortly  difpatched 
with  full  reftitution  of  his  honour.  Neverthelefs,  I  cannot  but  blame  Their  Catholic 
Majefties,  who  chofe  for  that  employment  a  bafe  and  ignorant  man ;  for  had  he  been 
a  man  who  knew  the  duty  of  his  office,  the  admiral  himfelf  would  have  been  glad  of 
his  coming ;  fmce  he  by  letter  had  defired,  that  one  might  be  feat  to  take  true  in- 
formation of  the  perverfenefs  of  thofe  people,  and  of  the  crimes  they  committed, 
that  they  might  be  punifhed  by  another  hand,  he  being  unwillmg  to  ufe  that  feve- 
rity  which  an  Impartial  perfon  would  have  done,  becaufe  the  original  of  thofe  tumults 
had  been  againft  his  brother.  And  though  it  may  be  urged,  that  though  Their  Ma- 
jefties had  fuch  bad  accounts  of  the  admiral,  yet  they  ought  not  to  fend  Bovadilla 
with  fo  many  letters,  and  fuch  power,  without  limiting  the  commiffioii  they  gave  him. 
It  may  be  anfwered  in  their  behalf,  that  it  was  no  wonder  they  did  fo,  becaufe  the 
complaints  againft  the  admiral  were  very  many,  as  has  beea  faid  above. 

CHAP.  LXXXVII.  —  How  the  Ad?niral  went  to  Court  to  give  Their  Catholic  Maje/lies 

an  Account  of  himfelf. 

AS  foon  as  Their  Majefties  heard  of  the  admiral's  coming,  and  being  in  irons^ 
they  fent  orders  on  the  12th  of  December  for  him  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  writ 
to  him  to  repair  to  Granada,  where  he  was  received  by  Their  Highneffes  with  a  favour- 
able afpeft  and  kind  words,  telling  him,  his  imprifonment  had  not  been  by  their 
defire  or  command,  and  therefore  they  were  much  offended  at  it,  and  they  would 
take  care  thofe  that  were  in  fault  fhould  be  punilhed,  and  full  fatisfattion  given 
him.  Having  fpoke  thefe  and  fuch  like  gracious  words,  they  ordered  his  bufinefs 
fhould  be  immediately  gone  upon,  the  refult  whereof  was,  that  a  governor  fliould 
be  fent  to  Hifpaniola,  who  was  to  right  the  admiral  and  his  brothers,  and  Bovadilla 
ihould  be  obliged  to  reftore  all  he  had  taken  from  them ;  and  that  the  admiral  (liould 
be  allowed  all  that  belonged  to  him,  according  to  the  articles  Their  Highneffes  had 
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granted  him  ;  and  that  the  rebels  fhould  be  proceeded  againfl  and  puniflied  according 
to  their  offences.  Nicholas  de  Obando,  commendary  of"  laws,  was  fent  with  this 
power ;  he  was  a  wife  and  judicious  man,  but,  as  afterwards  appeared,  partial,  craf- 
tily concealing  his  paflions,  giving  credit  to  his  own  furmifes,  and  malicious  perfons ; 
and  therefore  afting  cruelly  and  revengefully,  as  appears  by  the  death  of  the  eighty 
kings  we  have  fpoken  of  before.  But  to  return  to  the  admiral ;  as  Their  Majefties 
were  pleafed  to  fend  Obando  to  Hifpaniola,  fo  they  thought  it  proper  to  fend  the  ad- 
miral upon  fome  voyage  that  might  turn  to  his  advantage,  and  keep  him  employed  till 
the  faid  Obando  could  pacify  and  reduce  the  ifland  Hrfpaniola,  becaufe  they  did  not 
like  to  keep  him  fo  long  out  of  his  right,  without  any  jufl  occafion ;  the  informa- 
tion fent  by  Bovadilla  plainly  appearing  to  be  full  of  malice,  and  not  containing  any 
thing  whereby  he  might  forfeit  his  right.  But  there  being  fome  delay  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  defign,  it  being  now  the  month  of  Oftober  1500,  and  ill  men  endeavoured 
to  prevail  that  a  new  information  might  be  expefted,  the  admiral  refolved  to  fpeak  to 
Their  Majefties,  and  beg  of  them  that  they  would  defend  him  againft  all  dangers, 
which  he  afterwards  repeated  by  letter.  This  they  promifed  him  by  letter,  when  the 
admiral  was  ready  to  fet  out  upon  his  voyage  :  the  words  of  it  are  to  this  effecl : 

"  And  be  affured  that  your  imprifonment  was  very  difpleafmg  to  us,  which  you 
were  fenfible  of,  and  all  men  plainly  faw,  becaufe  as  loon  as  we  heard  of  it,  we  applied 
the  proper  remedies.  And  )'ou  know  with  how  much  honour  and  refpecl  we  have 
always  ordered  vou  to  be  treated,  which  we  now  direfl:  fhould  be  done,  and  that  you 
receive  all  worthy  and  noble  ufage,  promifing  that  the  privileges  and  prerogatives  by 
us  granted  you  Ihall  be  preferved  in  ample  manner,  according  to  the  tenor  of  our  let- 
ters patents,  which  you  and  your  children  fhall  enjoy  without  any  contradiftion,  as  is 
due  in  reafon :  And  if  it  be  requifite  to  ratify  them  anew,  we  will  do  it,  and  will  order 
that  your  fon  be  put  into  poffeilion  of  all,  for  we  defire  to  honour  and  favour  you  in 
greater  matters  than  thefe.  And  be  fatisfied  we  will  take  the  due  care  of  your  fons 
and  brothers,  which  fhall  be  done  when  you  are  departed ;  for  the  employment  fhall 
be  given  to  your  fon,  as  has  been  faid.  AVe  therefore  pray  you  not  to  delay  your 
departure. 
"  Given  at  Valentia  de  la  Torre,  on  the  14th  of  March  1502." 

This  Their  Majefties  writ,  becaufe  the  admiral  had  refolved  not  to  trouble  him- 
felf  any  more  Vv'ith  the  affairs  of  the  Indies,  but  to  eafe  himfelf  upon  my  brother, 
wherein  he  was  in  the  right ;  for  he  faid,  that  if  the  fervices  he  had  already  done 
were  not  fufficient  to  deferve  to  have  thofe  villainous  people  punifhed,  all  he  could  do 
for  the  future  would  never  obtain  it,  fince  he  had  already  performed  the  main  thing 
he  undertook  before  he  difcovered  the  Indies,  which  was  to  fliew  that  there  was  a 
continent  and  iflands  weftward  ;  that  the  way  was  eafy  and  navigable,  the  advantage 
vifible,  and  the  people  gentle  and  unarmed.  AU  which  fmce  he  had  verified  him- 
felf in  pcrfon,  there  now  remained  nothing  but  for  Their  Ilighneffes  to  purfue  what 
was  begun,  fending  people  to  difcover  the  fecrets  of  thofe  countries  ;  for  now  the  gate 
was  opened,  any  one  might  follow  the  coaft,  as  fome  did  already,  who  improperly  call 
themfelves  difcoverers ;  not  confidering  they  have  not  difcovered  any  new  country,  but 
that  for  the  future  they  purfue  the  firlt  difcovery,  the  admiral  having  fliewn  them  the 
iflands  and  province  of  Paria,  which  was  the  firft  land  of  the  continent  difcovered. 
Yet  the  admiral  having  always  had  a  great  inclination  to  ferve  Their  Catholic  Majef- 
ties, and  particularly  the  Queen,  he  was  content  to  return  to  his  Ihips,  and  under- 
take the  voyage  wo  fhall  fpeak  of;  for  he  was  convinced  there  would  d.'ily  be  found 
put  great  wealth,  as  he  writ  to  Their  Ilighneffes  the  year    1499,  fpcaking  of  the  dif- 
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covcry  in  this  manner  :  It  is  not  to  be  difcontinued ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  becaufe  one 
time  or  other  foniething  material  will  be  found.  As  has  fince  appeared  by  New  Spain 
and  Peru,  though  at  that  time,  as  generally  happens  to  mofl:  men,  no  body  gave  credit 
to  what  he  laid,  and  yet  he  faid  ni^thing  but  what  proved  true,  as  Their  Catholic  Ma- 
jeflies  teftify,  in  a  letter  of  theirs  writ  at  Barcelona  on  the  5th  of  September  1498. 

CHAP.  LXXXVIll. — Hozv  the  Admiral  ivent  from  Granada  to  Seville,  to  Jit  out  a 

Fleet  for  another  Difcovery. 

THE  admiral  having  been  well  difpatched  by  Their  Catholic  Majeflies,  fet  out 
from  Gran'ada  for  Seville  in  the  year  1501,  and  being  there,  fo  earneftly  folicited 
the  fitting  out  his  fquadron,  that  in  a  fmall  time  he  had  rigged  and  provided  four 
fhips,  the  biggeft  of  feventy,  the  leafl:  of  fifty  tons  burthen,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
men  and  boys,  of  which  number  I  was  one. 

We  fet  fail  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  May  1502,  and  failed  to  St.  Catherine's, 
whence  we  parted  on  Wednefday  the  1  ith  of  the  fame  month,  and  went  to  Arzilla  to 
relieve  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  reported  to  be  in  great  dillrefs  ;  but  when  we  came 
thither,  the  Moors  had  raifed  the  fiege.  The  admiral  therefore  fent  his  brother 
D.  Bartholomew  Colon,  and  me,  with  the  captains  of  the  fhips,  alhore,  to  vifit  the  go- 
vernor of  Arzilla,  who  had  been  wounded  by  the  Moors  in  an  alfault.  He  returned 
the  admiral  thanks  for  the  vifit  and  his  offers,  and  to  this  purpofe  fent  fome  gentlemen 
to  him,  among  whom  fome  were  relations  to  Donna  Philippa  Moniz,  the  admiral's 
wife  in  Portugal.  The  fame  day  we  fet  fail,  and  arriving  at  Gran  Canaria,  on  the 
29th  of  May,  call  anchor  among  the  little  iflands ;  and  on  the  24th  went  over  to 
Mafpalomas  in  the  fame  ifland,  there  to  take  in  wood  and  water  for  our  voyage. 
The  next  night  we  fet  out  for  the  Indies,  and  it  pleafed  God  the  wind  was  fo  fair,  that 
without  handling  the  fails,  on  Wednefday  the  1 5th  of  June  we  arrived  at  the  ifland 
Matinino  with  a  rough  fea  and  wind.  There,  according  to  the  cullom  of  thofe  that 
fail  from  Spain  to  the  Indies,  the  admiral  took  in  frefli  wood  and  water,  and  made  the 
men  wafh  their  linen,  ftaying  till  Saturday,  when  we  flood  to  the  weilward,  and  came 
to  Dominica,  ten  leagues  from  the  other.  So  running  along  among  the  Caribbee 
iflands,  we  came  to  Santa  Cruz,  and  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month  ran  along  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John.  Thence  we  took  the  way  for  St.  Domingo,  the 
admiral  having  a  mind  to  exchange  one  of  his  fhips  for  another,  becaufe  it  was  a  bad 
failer,  and  befides,  could  carry  no  fail,  but  the  fide  would  lie  almoft  under  water, 
which  was  a  hindrance  to  his  voyage,  becaufe  his  defign  was  to  have  gone  direftly 
npon  the  coafl  of  Paria,  and  keep  along  that  fhore,  till  he  came  upon  the  flreight, 
which  he  certainly  concluded  was  about  Veragua  and  Nombre  de  Dios.  But  feeing 
the  fault  of  the  fliip,  he  was  forced  to  repair  to  St.  Domingo  to  change  it  for  a 
better. 

And  to  the  end  the  commendary  Lores  fent  by  Their  Majeflies  to  call  Bovadilla 
to  an  account  for  his  male-adminiflration,  might  not  be  furprized  at  our  unexpected 
arrival,  upon  Wednefday  the  29th  of  June,  being  near  the  port,  the  admiral  fent  Peter 
de  Terreros,  captain  of  one  of  the  fhips  to  him,  to  fignify  what  occafion  he  had  to 
change  that  fhip ;  for  which  reafon,  as  alfo  becaufe  he  apprehended  a  great  florm  was 
coming,  he  defired  to  fecure  himfelf  in  that  port,  advifing  him  not  to  let  the  fleet  fail 
out  of  the  port  for  eight  days  to  come  ;  for  if  he  did  it  would  be  in  great  danger. 
But  the  aforefaid  governor  would  not  permit  the  admiral  to  come  into  the  har- 
bour, nor  did  he  hinder  the  going  out  of  the  fleet  that  was  bound  for  Spain,  which 
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confifled  of  eighteen  fail,  and  was  to  carry  Bovadilla,  who  had  imprifoned  the  ad- 
miral and  his  brothers,  Francis  Roldan,  and  all  the  reft  who  had  been  in  rebellion 
againft  thenT  and  done  them  fo  much  harm,  all  whom  it  pleafed  God  to  infatuate, 
that  they  might  not  admit  of  the  admiral's  good  advice.     And  I  am  fatisfied  it  was 
the  hand  of  God ;  for  had  they  arrived  in  Spain,  they  had  never  been  punifhed  as 
their  crimes  deferved ;  but  rather  been  favoured  and  preferred,  as  being  the  bifhop's 
friends.     This  was  prevented  by  their  fetting  out  of  that  port  for  Spain  ;  for  no  fooner 
were  they  come  to  the  eaft  point  of  the  ifland  Hifpaniola,  but  there  arofe  fo  terrible  a 
ftorm,  that  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  funk,  in  which  was  Bovadilla,  with  moft  of  the 
rebels,  and  made  fuch  havock  among  the  reft,  that  of  eighteen  ftiips,  only  three  or 
four  were  faved.     This  happened  upon  Thurfday  the  laft  of  June,  when  the  admiral 
having  forefeen  the  ftorm,  and  being  refufed  admittance  into  the  port,  for  his  fecurity, 
drew  up  as  clofe  to  the  land  as  he  could,  thus  ftieltering  himfelf,  not  without  much 
diflatisfadion  among  his  men,  who,  for  being  with  him,  were  denied  that  reception 
which  had  been  allowed  to  ftrangers,  much  more  to  them  that  were  of  the  fame 
nation ;  for  they  feared  they  might  be  fo  ferved,  if  any  misfortune  fliould  befal  them 
for  the  future.     And  though  the  admiral  was  concerned  on  the  fame  account,  yet  it 
more  vexed  him  to  behold  the  bafenefs  and  ingratitude  ufed  towards  him  in  that  coun- 
try he  had  given  to  the  honour  and  benefit  of  Spain,  being  refufed  to  flielter  his 
life  in  it.     Yet  his  prudence  and  judgment  fecured  his  ftiips,  till  the  next  day  the 
tempeft  increafing,  and  the  night  coming  on  very  dark,  three  ftiips  broke  from   him 
every  one  its  own  way  ;  the  men  aboard  each  of  them,  though  all  of  them  in  great 
danger,  concluded  the  others  were  loft  ;    but   they   that   fuffered  moft    were  thofe 
aboard  the  fliip  called  Santo,  who  to  fave  their  boat,  which  had  been  afliore  with  the 
captain  Terreros,  dragged  it  a-ftern,  where  it  over-fet,  and  were  at  laft  forced  to  let 
it  go  to  fave  themfelves.     But  the  caraval  Bermuda  was  in  much  more  danger,  which 
running  out  to  fea,  was  almoft  covered  with  it,  by  which  it  appeared  the  admiral 
had  reafon  to  endeavour  to  change  it ;  and  all  men  concluded  that,  under  God,  the 
admiral's  brother  was  the  faving  of  her,  by  his  wifdom  and  refolution  ;  for  as  has 
been  faid  above,  there  was  not  at  that  time  a  more  expert  failor  than  he.     So  that 
after  they  had  all  fuff'ered  very  much,  except  the  admiral,  it  pleafed  God  they  met 
again  upon  Sunday  following  in  the  port  of  Azua,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola, 
where  every  one  giving  an  account  of  his  misfortunes,  it  appeared  that  Bartholomew 
Colon  had  weathered  fo  great  a  ftorm,  by  flying  from  land  like  an  able  failor ;  and 
that  the  admiral  was  out  of  danger,  by  lying  clofe  to  the  ftiore  like  a  cunning  aftro- 
loger,  who  knew  whence  the  danger  muft  come.     Well  might  his  enemies  blame 
him    therefore,  faying,  he  had  raifed  that  ftorm  by  art  magic,  to  be  revenged    on 
Bovadilla  and  the  reft  of  his  enemies  that  were  with  him,  feeing  that  none  of  his 
four  ftiips  periflied  ;  and  that  of  eighteen  which  fet  out  with  Bovadilla,  only  one  called 
La  Aguja,  or  the  The  Needle,  the  worft  of  them  all,  held  on  its  courfe  for  Spain, 
where  it  arrived  fafe,  having  on  board  four  thoufand  pefos  in  gold,  worth  eight  flail- 
lings  a  pefo,  belonging  to  the  admiral,  the  other  three  that  efcaped,  returning  to  St. 
Domingo  Ihattered,  and  in  a  diftrefled  condition. 

CHAP.  LXXXIX.  —  How  the  Admiral  departed  from  Hifpaniola^  and  difcovcred  the 

IJlands  of  Guanaia. 

'THE  admiral  in  the  port  of  Azua  gave  his  men  a  breathing  time  after  the  ftorm  j 
and  it  being  one  of  the  divcrfions  ufed  at  fea,  to  fifli  when  there  is  nothing  elle  to 

do. 


LIFE    OF   COLON,    BY    HIS    SON.  1 25 

do,  I  will  mention  two  forts  of  fifli  among  the  reft,  which  I  remember  were  taken 
there  ;  the  one  of  them  was  pleafant,  the  other  wonderful.  The  firft  was  a  fifh  called 
Saavina,  as  big  as  half  an  ordinary  bell,  which  lying  adeep  above  water,  was  ftruck. 
with  a  harping  iron  from  the  boat  ot  the  fliip  Bifceina,  and  held  fo  faft,  that  it  could 
not  break,  loofe ;  but  being  tied  with  a  long  rope  to  the  boat,  drew  it  after  it  as  fwift 
as  an  arrow  ;  fo  that  thofe  aboard  the  fhip  feeing  the  boat  feud  about,  and  not  know- 
ing the  occafion,  were  aftonifhed  it  Ihould  do  fo  without  the  help  of  the  oars,  till  at 
kit  the  fifli  funk,  and  being  drawn  to  the  ftiip's  fide,  was  there  hauled  up  with  the 
tackle.  The  other  fifh  was  taken  after  another  manner,  the  Indians  call  it  ^lanati,  and 
there  are  none  of  the  fort  in  Europe  :  it  is  as  big  as  a  calf,  nothing  differing  from  it  in 
the  colour  and  tafte  of  the  flefh,  but  that  perhaps  it  is  better  and  fatter ;  wherefore 
thofe  that  affirm  there  are  all  forts  of  creatures  in  the  fea,  will  have  it,  that  thefe  fifhes 
are  real  calves,  fmce  within  they  have  nothing  like  a  firti,  and  feed  only  on  the  grafs 
they  find  along  the  banks.  To  return  to  our  hiftory  ;  the  admiral  having  a  little  re- 
frefhed  his  men,  and  repaired  his  Ihips,  left  port  Azua,  and  went  to  that  of  Brafil, 
which  the  Indians  call  Giacchemo,  to  fliuu  another  itorm  that  was  coming.  Hence  he 
failed  again  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  was  fo  becalmed,  that  inllead  of  holding  on  his 
courfe  the  current  carried  him  away  to  certain  iflands  near  Jamaica,  which  are  very 
fmall  and  fandy,  and  he  called  them  Los  Poros,  or  The  Wells,  becaufe  not  finding 
water  in  them,  they  dug  many  pits  in  the  fand,  and  took  up  that  water  for  their  ufe. 
Then  failing  fouthward  for  the  continent,  we  came  to  certain  iflands,  where  we  went 
afliore  upon  the  biggeft  only,  called  Guanaia,  whence  thofe  that  make  fea  charts,  took 
occafion  to  call  all  thofe  iflands  of  Guanaia,  which  are  almoft  twelve  leagues  from  the 
condnent,  near  the  province  now  called  Honduras,  though  then  the  admiral  called  it 
Cape  Cafinas.  But  thefe  men  making  fuch  charts  without  having  feen  the  world,  they 
commit  vaft  miftakes  ;  which  fmce  it  now  comes  in  my  way,  I  will  here  fet  down, 
though  it  interrupts  the  courfe  of  our  hilfory.  Thefe  fame  iflands  and  continent  are 
by  them  twice  fet  down  in  their  charts,   as  if    they  were  different   countries ;   and 

whereas  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  and  that  they  call  Cape ,  are  but  one  and 

the  fame,  they  make  two  of  it.  The  occafion  of  this  millake  was,  that  after  the  ad- 
miral had  difcovered  thefe  countries,  one  John  Diaz  de  Solis,  (from  whom  the  river 
De  la  Plata,  that  is,  of  SiK'er  or  Plate,  was  called  Rio  de  Solis,  becaufe  he  was  there 
killed  by  the  Indians,)  and  one  Vincent  Yanez,  who  commanded  a  fliip  the  firfl  voy- 
age, when  the  admiral  difcovered  the  Indies,  fet  out  together  to  difcover  in  the  year 
1508,  defigning  to  follow  along  that  coafl  the  admiral  had  difcovered  in  his  voyage 
from  Veragua  weftward  ;  and  he  following  almofl  the  fame  track,  they  put  into  the 
coafl  of  Cariai,  and  paifed  by  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  as  far  as  Cape  Cafinas,  which  they 
called  Honduras,  and  the  aforefaid  iflands  they  called  Guanaias,  giving  the  name  of  the 
biggeft  to  them  all.  Thence  they  proceeded  on  further,  without  owning  the  admiral 
had  been  in  any  of  thofe  parts,  that  the  difcovery  might  be  attributed  to  them,  and  to 
have  it  believed  they  had  found  large  countries ;  notwithftanding  that,  Peter  de  Le- 
defma,  one  of  their  pilots,  who  had  been  before  with  the  admiral  in  his  voyage  to 
Veragua,  told  them,  he  knew  that  country,  and  that  he  had  been  there  with  the  ad- 
miral difcovering  it,  from  whom  I  afterwards  had  this.  But  the  nature  of  the  charts 
plainly  demonftrates  it ;  for  the  fame  thing  is  twice  fet  down,  and  the  ifland  is  in  the 
fame  fhape,  and  at  the  fame  diftance,  they  having  at  their  return  brought  a  true 
draft  of  that  country,  only  faying,  it  lay  beyond  that  which  the  admiral  had  dif- 
covered. So  that  the  fame  country  is  twice  defcribed  in  one  chart ;  which,  if  it  pleafe  * 
God,  time  will  make  appear,  when  that  coaft  is  better  known  j  for  they  will  find  but 

one 
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one  country  of  thnt  fort,  as  has  been  faid.  But  to  return  to  our  difcovery,  being 
come  to  the  ifland  of  Guanaia,  the  admiral  ordered  his  brother  Bartholomew  Colon 
to  go  afhore  with  two  boats,  where  they  found  people  like  thofe  of  the  other 
illands,  but  not  of  fuch  high  foreheads.  They  alfo  faw  abundance  of  pine-trees  and 
pieces  of  lapis  calaminaris,  ufed  to  mix  with  copper,  which  fome  feamen  taking  for 
gold,  kept  hid  a  long  lime. 

The  admiral's  brother  being  afliore  in  that  ifland,  very  defirous  to  know  fomcthing 
of  it,  fortune  fo  ordered  it,  that  a  canoe  as  long  as  a  galley,  and  eight  feet  wide, 
all  of  one  tree,  and  like  the  others  in  fhape,  put  in  there,  being  loaded  with  commo- 
dities brought  from  the  weltward,  and  bound  towards  New  Spain.  In  the  midft  of 
it  was  a  covering  like  an  awning  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the 
Venetian  gondolas,  which  kept  all  under  it  fo  clofe,  that  neither  rain  nor  fea  water 
could  wet  the  goods.  Under  this  awning  were  the  children,  the  women,  and  all  the 
goods,  and  though  there  were  twenty-five  men  aboard  this  canoe,  they  had  not  the 
courage  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  boats  that  purfued  them.  The  canoe  being 
thus  taken  without  any  oppofition,  was  carried  aboard,  where  the  admiral  blefled  God, 
for  that  it  had  pleafed  him  at  once  to  give  him  famples  of  the  commodities  of  that 
country,  without  expoling  his  men  to  any  danger.  He  therefore  ordered  fuch  things 
to  be  taken,  as  he  judged  moll  fightly  and  valuable  5  fuch  as  fome  quilts,  and  fhirts 
of  cotton  without  fleeves,  curioufly  wrought  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours,  and  fome 
fmall  clouts  to  cover  their  privities,  of  the  fame  fort ;  and  large  fhcets  in  which  the 
Indian  women  aboard  the  canoe  wrapped  themfelves,  as  the  Moorifh  women  at  Gra- 
nada ufed  to  do  ;  and  long  wooden  fwords  with  a  channel  on  each  fide  where  the  edge 
fhould  be,  in  which  there  were  Iharp  edges  of  flint  fixed  with  thread,  and  a  bitumi- 
nous fort  of  matter,  which  cut  naked  men  as  if  they  were  of  fteel,  and  hatchets  to  cut 
wood  like  thofe  of  (lone  the  other  Indians  ufe,  but  that  thefe  were  made  of  good 
copper  ;  alfo  bells  of  the  fame  metal,  plates  and  crucibles  to  melt  the  metal.  For  their 
provifion  they  had  fuch  roots  and  grain  as  they  in  Hifpaniola  eat,  and  a  fort  of  liquor 
made  of  maize,  like  the  Englifli  beer  ;  and  abundance  of  cacao-nuts,  which  in  New 
Spain  pafs  for  money,  which  they  feemed  to  value  very  much  ;  for  when  they  were 
brought  aboard  among  their  other  goods,  I  obferved  that  when  any  of  thefe  nuts  fell, 
they  all  (looped  to  take  it  up,  as  if  it  had  been  a  thing  of  great  confequence ;  yet  at 
that  time  they  feemed  to  be  in  a  manner  befides  themfelves,  being  brought  prifoners 
out  of  their  canoe  aboard  the  fhip,  among  fuch  ftrange  and  fierce  people,  as  we  are  to 
them  ;  but  fo  prevalent  is  avarice  in  man,  that  we  ought  not  to  wonder  that  it  fhould 
prevail  upon  the  Indians  above  the  apprehenfion  of  the  danger  they  were  in.  I  mufl 
add,  that  we  ought  to  admire  their  modelly  ;  for  it  falling  out,  that  in  getting  them 
aboard,  fome  were  taken  by  the  clouts  they  had  before  their  privities,  they  would  im- 
mediately clap  their  hands  to  cover  them  ;  and  the  women  would  hide  their  faces,  and 
wrap  themfelves  up,  as  we  faid  the  Moorifli  women  do  at  Granada.  This  moved  the 
admiral  to  ufe  them  well,  to  reflore  their  canoe,  and  give  them  fome  things  in  exchange 
fpr  thofe  that  had  been  taken  from  them.  Nor  did  he  keep  any  one  of  them  but  an 
old  man,  whofe  name  was  Giumbe,  that  feemed  to  be  the  wifell  and  chief  of  them,  to 
learn  fomething  of  him  concerning  the  country,  and  that  he  might  draw  others  to 
converfe  with  the  Chrifl;ians,  which  he  did  very  readily  and  faithfully  all  the  while  we 
failed  where  his  language  was  undcrllood.  Therefore,  as  a  reward  tor  this  his  fervicc, 
when  we  came  where  he  was  not  underfliood,  the  admiral  gave  him  IbnK'  things,  and 
fcnt  him  home  very  well  pleafed,  which  was  before  he  came  to  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios, 
on  the  coaft  of  Orecchia,  whereof  mention  has  been  made  already, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XC.  —  How  the  Admiral  would  not  go  to  New  Spain,  but  fail  to  the  Eajlward 

to  find  out  the  Strcight  in  the  Continent. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  admiral  had  heard  fo  much  from  thofe  in  the  canoe 
concerning  the  great  wealth,  politenefs,  and  ingenuity  of  the  people  weftward  towards 
New  Spain;  yet  thinking  that  thofe  countries  lying  to  the  leeward,  he  could  fail 
thither  when  he  thought  fit  from  Cuba,  he  would  not  go  that  way  at  this  time,  but 
held  on  his  defign  of  difcovering  the  ftreight  in  the  continent,  to  clear  a  way  into  the 
South  Sea,  which  was  what  he  aimed  at  in  order  to  come  at  the  countries  that  produce 
fpice,  and  therefore  refolved  to  fail  eadward  towards  Veragua  and  Nombre  de  Dios, 
where  ho  imagined  the  faid  ftreight  to  be,  as  in  etfeft  it  was ;  yet  was  he  deceived  in 
the  matter ;  for  he  did  not  conceit  it  to  be  an  ifthmus,  or  narrow  neck  of  land,  but  a 
fmall  gulph  running  from  fea  to  fea.  Which  miftake  might  proceed  from  the  likenefs 
of  the  names  ;  for  when  they  faid  the  ftreight  was  at  Veragua  and  Nombre  de  Dios,  it 
might  be  underftood  either  of  land  or  water ;  and  he  took  it  in  the  moft  ufual  fenfe, 
and  for  that  he  moft  earneftly  defired.  And  yet  though  that  ftreight  is  land,  yet  it 
was  and  is  the  way  to  the  dominion  of  both  leas,  and  by  which  fuch  immenfe  riches 
have  been  difcovered  and  conveyed  :  for  it  was  God's  will,  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  con- 
cern  fhould  not  be  otherwife  found  out,  that  canoe  having  given  tlie  firft  information 
concerning  New  Spain. 

There  being  nothing  therefore  in  thofe  iflands  of  Guanaia  worth  taking  notice  of,  he, 
without  further  delay,  l^iiled  in  order  to  feek  out  the  ftreight  towards  the  continent,  to 
a  point  he  called  Cafmas,  becaufe  there  were  abundance  of  trees  that  bear  a  fort  of 
fruit  that  is  rough,  as  a  fpungy  bone,  and  is  good  to  eat,  efpecially  boiled ;  which 
fruit  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola  call  Cafmas.  There  appearing  nothing  worth  taking 
notice  of  all  about  the  country,  the  admiral  would  not  lofe  time  to  go  nito  a  great  bay 
the  land  makes  there,  but  held  on  his  courfe  eaftwards  along  that  coaft,  which  runs 
along  the  fame  way  to  cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  and  is  very  low  and  open.  The  people 
neareft  to  Cape  Cafmas  wear  thofe  painted  fliirts  or  jerldns  before  mentioned,  and  clouts 
before  their  privities,  which  were  like  coats  of  mail,  made  of  cotton  ftrong  enough  to 
defend  them  againft  their  weapons,  and  even  to  bear  otT  the  ftroke  of  fome  of  ours. 

But  the  people  higher  eaftward,  towards  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  are  almoft  black,  of 
a  fierce  afpeft,  go  itark  naked,  are  very  favage,  and,  as  the  Indian  that  was  taken  ■ 
faid,  eat  man's  flefti,  and  raw  fifli  juft  as  it  is  taken.  They  have  their  ears  bored  with 
fuch  large  holes,  that  they  may  put  a  hen's  egg  into  them,  which  made  the  admiral 
call  that  coaft  de  las  Orejas,  or  of  the  Ears.  There  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of  Auguft 
1502,  Bartholomew  Colon  went  aftiore  in  the  morning  with  the  colours,  the 
captains,  and  many  of  the  men,  to  hear  mafs ;  and  on  Wednefday  following,  when 
the  boats  went  aihore  to  take  polTeflion  of  the  country  for  Their  Catholic  Majefties, 
above  a  hundred  men  ran  down  to  the  Oiore,  loaded  with  provifions  ;  who,  as  foon  as 
the  boats  came  aftiore,  came  before  the  lieutenant,  and  on  a  fudden  retired  back 
v/ithout  fpeaking  a  word.  He  ordered  they  fhould  give  them  horfe-bells,  beads,  and 
other  things ;  and  by  means  of  the  aforefaid  interpreter,  inquired  concerning  the 
country  ;  though  he  having  been  but  a  fliort  time  with  us,  did  not  underftand  the 
Chriftians,  by  reafon  of  the  diftance  of  his  country  from  Hifpaniola,  where  feveral 
perfons  aboard  the  fhips  had  learnt  the  Indian  language.  Nor  did  he  underftand  thofe 
Indians  ;  bet  they  being  pleafed  with  what  had  been  given  them,  came  the  next  day  to 
the  fame  place,  above  two  hundred  of  them  loa4cd  with  feveral  forts  of  provifions,  as 

hens 
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hens  of  that  country,  which  are  better  than  ours,  geefe,  roafted  fifli,  red  and  white 
beans,  Hke  kidney  beans,  and  other  things  like  thofe  they  have  in  Hifpaniola.  The 
country  was  green  and  beautiful,  though  low,  producing  abundance  of  pines,  oaks, 
palm  trees  of  feven  forts,  and  mirobalans  of  thofe  of  Hiipaniola  they  call  hobi ;  and 
almoft  all  forts  of  provifions  that  iiland  affords  were  here  to  be  found.  Abundance  of 
leopards,  deer,  and  others,  as  alfo  all  forts  of  fifh  there  are  in  the  iflands  and  in  Spain. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  much  like  thofe  of  the  iflands,  but  that  their  foreheads 
are  not  fo  high,  nor  do  they  feem  to  have  any  religion.  There  are  feveral  languages 
among  them,  and  for  the  moft  part  they  go  naked,  but  cover  their  privities ;  fome 
wear  Ihort  jumps  down  to  their  navel  without  fleeves ;  their  arms  and  bodies  have 
figures  wrought  on  them  with  fire,  which  make  them  look  oddly ;  and  fome  have 
lions,  others  deer,  and  other  caftles  with  towers,  and  other  things  painted  on  their 
bodies.  Inftead  of  caps,  the  better  fort  of  them  wear  red  and  white  cloths  of  cotton ; 
and  fome  have  locks  of  hair  hanging  on  their  foreheads.  But  when  they  are 
to  be  fine  againft  a  feftival  day,  they  colour  their  faces,  fome  black,  and  fome  red ; 
others  draw  flreaks  of  feveral  colours  j  others  paint  their  nofe,  and  others  black  their 
eyes  j  and  thus  they  adorn  themfelves  to  appear  beautiful,  whereas  in  truth  they  look 
like  devils. 

CHAP.  XCI.  —  How  the  Admiral  left  the  Coajl  he  called  de  las  Orejas^  and  by  Cape 
Gracias  a  Dios  came  to  Cariari,  and  what  he  did  and  faw  there. 

THE  admiral  failed  along  the  faid  coaft  de  las  Orejas  eaftward  to  Cape  Gracias  a 
Dios,  which  was  fo  called,  becaufe  there  being  but  fixty  le'agues  to  it  from  Cape 
Cafinas,  we  laboured  feventy  days  by  reafon  of  the  currents  and  contrary  winds  upon 
the  tack  to  gain  it,  (landing  out  to  fea,  and  then  making  the  Ihore,  fometimes  gaining 
and  fometimes  lofing  ground,  as  the  wind  was  fcant  or  large  when  we  came  about. 
And  had  not  the  coaft  afforded  fuch  good  anchoring,  we  had  been  much  longer  upon 
it ;  but  being  clear,  and  having  two  fathom  water  half  a  league  from  the  fhore,  imd 
two  more  at  every  league's  diftance,  we  had  always  the  conveniency  of  anchoring  at 
night  when  there  was  but  little  wind ;  fo  that  the  courfe  was  navigable  by  reafon  of 
the  good  anchoring,  but  with  difficulty. 

When  on  the  14th  of  September  we  came  up  to  the  cape,  perceiving  the  land  turned 
off  to  the  fouth,  and  that  we  could  conveniently  continue  our  voyage  with  thofe 
Levant  winds  that  reigned  there,  and  had  been  fo  contrary  to  us,  we  all  in  general 
gave  thanks  to  God,  for  which  reafon  the  admiral  called  this  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios. 
A  little  beyond  it,  we  paffed  by  fome  dangerous  fands  that  ran  out  to  fea,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach. 

It  being  requifite  to  take  in  wood  and  water,  on  the  1 6th  of  September  the  admiral 
fent  the  boats  to  a  river  that  feemed  to  be  deep,  and  to  have  a  good  entrance,  but  the 
coming  out  proved  not  fo  ;  for  the  winds  frefhing  from  fea,  and  the  waves  running 
high  againft  the  current  of  the  river,  fo  diilreflTed  the  boats,  that  one  of  them  was  loft 
with  all  the  men  in  it ;  wherefore  the  admiral  called  it  the  river  de  la  Defgratia,  that 
is,  of  the  Difafter. 

In  this  river,  and  about  it,  there  were  canes  as  thick  as  a  man's  leg ;  and  on 
Sunday  the  25th  of  September,  ftill  running  fouthward,  we  came  to  an  anchor  near  a 
little  ifland  called  Quiriviri,  and  a  town  on  the  continent,  the  name  whereof  was 
Cariari,  where  were  the  beft  people,  country,  and  fituation,  we  had  yet  feen  ;  as  \\e\\ 
becaufe  it  was  high,  full  of  rivers,  and  abounding  in  trees,  as  becaufe  the  ifland  was 
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thick  wooded,  and  full  of  forefts  of  palm,  inirobalan,  and  other  forts  of  trees.  For 
this  rcafon,  the  admiral  called  it  Ilucitc.  It  is  a  fmall  league  from  the  town  the 
Indians  call  Cariari,  which  is  near  a  great  river,  whither  reforted  a  great  multitude  of 
people  from  the  adjacent  parts ;  fome  with  bows  and  arrows ;  others  with  (laves  of 
palm  tree,  as  black  as  a  coal,  and  hard  as  a  horn,  pointed  with  the  bones  of  fiflies ; 
others  with  clubs ;  and  they  came  together  as  if  they  meant  to  defend  their  country. 
The  men  had  their  hair  braided  and  wound  about  their  heads ;  the  women  fliort  like 
ours.  But  perceiving  we  were  peaceable  people,  they  were  very  defirous  to  barter 
their  commodities  for  ours ;  theirs  were  arms,  cotton  jerkins,  and  large  pieces  hke 
fheets,  and  guaninis,  which  is  pale  gold  they  wear  about  their  necks,  as  we  do  relics. 
Thefe  things  they  fwam  with  to  the  boats,  for  the  Chriftians  went  not  afliore  that  day 
nor  the  next ;  nor  would  the  admiral  allow  any  thing  of  theirs  to  be  taken,  that  we 
might  not  be  taken  for  men  that  value  their  goods,  but  gave  them  fome  of  ours.  The 
lefs  they  faw  us  value  the  exchange,  the  more  eager  they  were,  making  abundance  of 
figns  from  land.  At  lafl:,  perceiving  nobody  went  afhore,  they  took  all  the  things 
that  had  been  given  them,  without  referving  any,  and  tying  them  together,  left  them 
in  the  fame  place  where  the  boats  firfl  went  afliore,  and  where  our  men  found  them  on 
the  Wednesday  following,  when  they  landed.  The  Indians  about  this  place  believing 
that  the  Chrillians  did  not  confide  in  them,  they  fent  an  ancient  man  of  an  awful 
prefence  with  a  flag  upon  a  itaft",  and  two  girls,  the  one  about  eight,  the  other  about 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who,  putting  them  into  the  boat,  made  figns  that  the  Chriftians 
might  fafely  land.  Upon  their  requell,  they  went  afhore  to  take  in  water,  the  Indians 
taking  great  care  not  to_  do  any  thing  that  might  fright  the  Chrifliians  ;  and  when  they  faw 
them  return  to  their  fliips,  they  made  figns  to  them  to  take  along  with  them  the  young 
girls,  with  their  guaninis  about  their  necks ;  and  at  the  requefl:  of  the  old  man  that 
conduced  them,  they  complied  and  carried  them  aboard.  Wherein  thofe  people 
fliewed  more  friendly  than  others  had  done ;  and  in  the  girls  appeared  an  un- 
dauntednefs.  For  though  the  Chriftians  were  fuch  flrangers  to  them,  they  expreflTed 
no  manner  of  concern,  but  always  looked  pleafant  and  modefl ;  which  made  the 
admiral  treat  them  well,  cloathed,  fed,  and  fet  them  afliore  again,  where  the  fifty  men 
were,  and  the  old  man  that  had  delivered  them,  received  them  again  with  much  fatis- 
f;i£tion.  The  boats  going  afliore  again  that  fame  day,  found  the  fame  people  with  the 
girls,  who  reftored  all  the  Chrifl:ians  had  given  them.  The  next  day,  the  admiral's 
brother  going  afhore  to  learn  fomething  of  thofe  people,  two  of  the  chief  men  came  to 
the  boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms  between  them,  made  him  fit  dowTi  upon  the 
grafs ;  and  he,  afking  fome  queflions  of  them,  ordered  the  fecretary  to  write  down 
what  they  anfwered ;  but  they' feeing  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  were  in  fuch  a  con- 
fternation,  that  mofl  of  them  ran  away,  which,  as  was  believed,  they  did  for  fear  of 
being  bewitched ;  for  to  us  they  feenied  to  be  forcerers,  or  fuperftitious  people,  and 
that  not  without  reafon  ;  becaufe,  when  they  came  near  the  Chriflians,  they  fcattered 
fome  powder  about  them  in  the  air,  and  burning  fome  of  the  fame  powder,  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  finoak  go  towards  the  Chriftians ;  befides,  their  refufing  to 
keep  any  thing  that  belonged  unto  us,  fhewed  a  jealoufy  ;  for,  as  they  fay,  "  A  knave 
thinks  every  man  like  himfelf."  Having  ftaid  here  longer  than  was  convenient,  con- 
fidering  the  hafte  we  were  in,  after  repairing  the  fliips,  and  providing  all  we  wanted, 
upon  Sunday  the  2d  of  October  the  admiral  ordered  his  brother  to  go  afhore  with 
fome  men  to  view  that  Indian  town,  and  learn  fomething  of  their  manners,  and  the 
nature  of  the  country.  The  mofl  remarkable  things  they  faw  were,  in  a  great  wooden 
palace  covered  with  canes,  feverai  tombs,  in  one  of  which  there  was  a  dead  body  dried 
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up  and  embalmed  ;  in  another,  two  bodies,  wrapped  up  in  cotton  fheets  without  any 
ill  fcent ;  and  over  each  tomb  was  a  board,  with  the  figures  of  beails  carved  on  it ; 
and  on  fome  of  them,  the  effigies  of  the  perfon  buried  there,  adorned  with  guaninis, 
beads,  and  other  things  they  moft  value.  Thefe  being  the  moft  civilized  Indians  in 
thofe  parts,  the  admiral  ordered  one  to  be  taken,  to  learn  of  him  the  fecrets  of  the 
country ;  and  of  feven  that  were  taken,  two  of  the  chiefeft  were  picked  out,  and  the 
reft  fent  away  with  fome  gifts,  and  civil  entertainment,  that  the  country  might  not  be 
left  in  an  uproar,  telling  them,  they  were  to  ferve  as  guides  upon  that  coaft,  and  then 
be  fet  at  libert}^  But  they  believing  they  were  taken  out  of  covetoufnefs,  that  they 
might  ranfom  themfelves  with  their  goods  and  things  of  value,  the  next  day  abundance 
of  them  came  down  to  the  Ihore,  and  fent  four  aboard  the  admiral,  as  their  ambafladors, 
to  treat  about  the  ranfom,  offering  fome  things,  and  freely  giving  two  hogs  of  the 
country,  which,  though  fmall,  are  very  wild.  The  admiral  therefore,  obferving  the 
policy  of  this  people,  was  more  defirous  to  be  acquainted  with  them,  and  w^ould  not 
depart  till  he  had  learned  fomething  of  them,  but  would  not  give  ear  to  their  offers. 
He  therefore  ordered  fome  trifles  to  be  given  to  the  meffengers,  that  they  might  not 
go  away  diflatisfied,  and  that  they  fliould  be  paid  for  their  hogs,  one  of  which  was 
hunted  after  this  manner.  Among  other  creatures  that  country  produces,  there  is  a 
kind  of  cats  of  a  greyifli  colour,  and  as  big  as  a  fmall  greyhound,  but  have  a  longer 
tail,  and  fo  ftrong,  that  whatfoever  they  clap  it  about  is  as  it  were  tied  with  a  rope. 
Thefe  run  about  the  trees  like  the  fquirrels,  leaping  from  one  to  another ;  and  when 
they  leap,  they  do  not  only  hold  fall  with  their  claws,  but  with  their  tail  too,  by  which 
they  often  hang,  either  to  refl  them,  or  fport.  It  happened  that  one  Ballefter  brought 
one  of  thefe  cats  out  of  a  wood,  having  knocked  him  off  a  tree,  and  not  daring  to 
meddle  with  it  when  down,  becaufe  of  its  fiercenefs,  he  cut  oft'  ojie  of  his  fore  legs, 
and  carrying  it  fo  wounded  aboard,  it  frighted  a  good  dog  they  had,  but  put  one  of 
the  hogs  they  had  brought  us  into  a  much  greater  fear  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  fwine  faw 
the  cat,  it  run  away,  with  figns  of  much  dread,  which  we  were  furprized  at,  becaufe 
before  this  happened,  the  hog  ran  at  every  body,  and  would  not  let  the  dog  reft  upon 
the  deck.  The  admiral  therefore  ordered  it  to  be  put  clofe  to  the  cat,  which  prefently 
wound  her  tail  about  its  fnout,  and  with  that  fore-leg  it  had  left,  faftened  on  its  pole  to 
bite  it,  the  hog  for  fear  grunting  moil  violently.-  13y  this  we  perceived  that  thefe  cats 
hunt  like  the  wolves  or  dogs  in  Spain. 

CHAP.  XCII.  —  How  the  Admiral  went  from  Cariari  to  Caravaro  and  Vcragiia,  till 
he  came  to  Portovelo,  all  along  a  very  fnii/ftd  Coaji. 

UPON  Wednefday  the  5th  of  Odober  the  admiral  failed,  and  came  to  the  bay  of 
Caravaro,  which  is  fix  leagues  in  length,  and  above  three  in  breadth,  where  there  are 
many  fmall  iflands,  and  two  or  three  channels  to  get  in  or  out  at  any  time.  Within 
thefe  iflands  the  ftiips  fail  as  it  were  in  ftreets  between  iflands,  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
ftriking  againft  the  ftirouds.  As  foon  as  we  anchored  in  this  bay,  the  boats  went  to 
one  of  the  iflands,  where  there  were  twenty  canoes  upon  tlie  fliorc,  and  the  people  by, 
as  naked  as  they  were  born,  and  had  only  a  gold  plate  about  their  neck,  and  fome  an 
eagle  of  gold.  Thefe,  without  fliewing  any  tokens  of  fear,  the  two  Indians  of  Cariari 
interpreting,  gave  a  gold  plate  for  three  horfe-bclls ;  it  weighed  ten  ducats,  and  they 
faid  there  was  great  plenty  of  that  metal  up  the  continent,  not  far  from  them. 

The  next  day,  being  the  7th  of  Oclober,  the  boats  went  afliore  upon  the  continent, 
where  meeting  ten  canoes  full  of  people,  and  ihey  relufmg  10  chafl'cr  away  their  gold 
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plates,  two  of  the  chief  of  them  were  taken,  that  the  admiral  might  learn  fomething  of 
them  with  the  afliftance  of  two  interpreters.  The  gold  plate  one  of  them  wore 
weighed  fourteen  ducats,  and  the  other's  eagle  twenty-two.  Thefe  faid,  that  a  day 
or  two's  journey  up  the  country,  there  was  abundance  of  gold  found  in  fonie  places 
which  they  named.  In  the  bay  a  vafl;  deal  of  fifh  was  taken,  and  afliore  there  were 
abundance  of  thofe  creatures  above  mentioned  at  Cariari ;  alfo  great  plenty  of  their 
food,  fuch  as  roots,  grain,  and  fruit.  The  men,  who  are  painted  all  over,  face  and 
body,  of  feveral  colours,  as  red,  black,  and  white,  go  naked,  only  covering  their 
privities  with  a  narrow  cotton  cloth. 

From  tliis  bay  of  Caravaro,  we  went  to  another  clofe  by  it,  called  Aburena,  whicli 
in  fome  meafure  is  like  the  other. 

On  the  17th  we  put  out  to  fea  to  continue  our  voyage ;  and  being  come  to  Guaiga, 
a  river  twelve  leagues  from  Aburena,  the  admu-al  commanded  the  boats  to  go  alliore, 
which  as  they  were  doing,  they  faw  above  a  hundred  Indians  on  the  ftrand,  who 
affaulted  them  furioufly,  running  up  to  the  middle  into  the  water,  brandifliing  their 
fpears,  blowing  horns,  and  beating  a  drum  in  warlike  manner,  to  defend  their  country, 
throwing  the  fait  water  towards  the  Chriflians,  chewing  herbs  and  fpurting  it  towards 
them.  Our  men  not  flirring,  endeavoured  to  appeafe  them,  as  they  did  ;  for  at  lafl 
they  drew  near  to  exchange  the  gold  plates  they  had  about  their  necks,  fome  for  two, 
and  fome  for  three  horfe-bells,  by  which  means  we  got  fixteen  gold  plates,  worth  a 
hundred  and  fifty  ducats.  The  next  day,  being  Friday  the  19th  of  October,  the 
boats  went  to  land  again  to  barter  ;  yet  before  any  Chriftian  went  alhore,  they  called 
to  fome  Indians,  who  were  under  fome  bowers  they  had  made  that  night  to  defend  their 
country,  fearing  the  Chriftians  would  land  to  do  them  fome  wrong.  Though  they 
called  never  fo  much,  yet  none  of  them  would  come,  nor  yould  the  Chriftians  land 
without  knowing  firll  what  mind  they  were  in  ;  for,  as  afterwards  appeared,  they 
waited  in  order  to  fall  on  them  as  foon  as  they  landed.  But  perceiving  they  came  not 
out  of  the  boats,  they  blew  their  horns,  beat  the  drum,  and  making  a  great  noife,  ran 
into  the  water,  as  they  had  done  the  day  before,  till  they  came  alniofl:  to  the  boats, 
making  figns  as  if  they  would  call  their  javelins  if  they  did  not  return  to  their  fhips. 
The  Chriilians,  offended  at  this  their  proceeding,  that  they  might  not  be  fo  bold,  and 
defpife  them,  wounded  one  with  an  arrow  in  the  arm,  and  fired  a  cannon,  at  which 
they  were  fo  frighted,  that  all  ran  away  to  land.  Then  four  Chriftians  landed,  and 
calling  them  back,  they  came  very  peaceably,  leaving  their  arms  behind  them,  and 
exchanged  three  gold  plates,  faying,  they  had  no-  more,  becaufe  they  came  not  pro- 
vided for  to  trade,  but  to  fight. 

All  the  admii-al  iSoked  for  in  this  journey  was  to  get  famples  of  what  thofe  parts 
afforded ;  and  therefore,  without  farther  delay,  he  proceeded  to  Catiba,  and  call 
anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  great  river.  The  people  of  the  country  were  feen  to  gather, 
calling"one  another  with  horns  and  drums ;  and  afterwards  fent  a  canoe  with  two  meij 
in  it  to  the  fhips,  who  having  talked  with  the  Indians  that  were  taken  at  Cariari,  pre- 
fently  came  aboard  the  admiral,  without  any  apprehenfion  of  fear  ;  and  by  the  advice 
of  thofe  Indians,  gave  the  admiral  two  plates  of  gold  they  had  about  their  necks,  and 
he  in  return  gave  them  fome  baubles  of  ours.  When  thefe  were  gone  afliore,  there 
came  another  canoe  with  three  men  wearing  plates  hanging  at  their  necks,  who  did  as 
the  firfl  had  done.  Amity  thus  fettled,  our  men  went  afhore,  where  they  found 
abundance  of  people,  with  their  king,  who  differed  in  nothing  from  the  reft,  but  that 
he  was  covered  with  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  becaufe  at  tliat  time  it  rained  hard  ;  and  to  give 
his  fubjeds  a  good  example,  he  exchanged  a  plate,  and  bid  them  barter  for  theirs ; 

s  2  which 


132  LIFE    OF    COLON,   BY    IHS    SOX. 

which  in  all  were  nineteen  of  pure  gold.  This  was  the  firft  place  in  the  Indies  where 
ihey  faw  any  fign  of  a  ftrufture,  which  was  a  great  mafs  of  wall,  or  imagery,  that  to 
them  feemed  to  be  of  lime  and  ftone  :  the  admiral  ordered  a  piece  of  it  to  be  brought 
away  as  a  memorial  of  that  antiquity. 

He  went  away  eaftward,  and  came  to  Cobriivo,  the  people  of  which  place  lie  near 
the  rivers  of  that  coaft  ;  and  becaufe  none  came  down  to  the  ftrand,  and  the  wind,  blew 
frefh,  he  held  on  his  courfe,  and  went  on  to  five  towns  of  great  trade,  among  which 
was  Veragua,  where  the  Indians  faid  the  gold  was  gathered,  and  the  plates  made. 

The  next  day  he  came  to  a  town,  called  Cubiga,  where  the  Indians  of  Cariari  faid 
the  trading  country  ended,  which  began  at  Carabora,  and  ran  as  far  as  Cubiga,  for 
fifty  leagues  along  the  coaft. 

The  admiral,  without  making  any  ftay,  went  on  till  he  put  into  Porto  Bello,  giving 
it  that  name,  becaufe  it  is  large,  beautiful,  well  peopled,  and  encompafled  by  a  well 
cultivated  country.  He  entered  this  place  on  the  2d  of  November,  paffing  between 
two  fmall  iflands,  within  which  the  fhips  may  lie  clofe  to  the  fliore,  and  turn  it  out  if 
they  have  occafion.  The  country  about  that  harbour,  higher  up,  is  not  very  rough, 
but  tilled,  and  full  of  houfes,  a  ftone's  throw  or  a  bow  fliot  one  from  the  other ;  and 
it  looks  like  the  fineft  landfcape  a  man  can  imagine.  During  feven  days  we  continued 
there,  on  account  of  the  rain  and  ill  weather,  there  came  continually  canoes  from  all 
the  country  about  to  trade  for  provifions  and  bottoms  of  fine  fpun  cotton,  which  they 
gave  for  fome  trifles,  fuch  as  points  and  pins. 

CHAP.  XCIII.  —  How  ihe  Adtniral  came  to  Port  Bajhincntos,  or  Nombrc  dc  Dios,  and 
continued  his  Voyage  tdl  he  put  into  Retrete. 

ON  Wednefday  the  9th  of  November,  we  failed  out  of  Porto  Bello,  eight  leagues 
to  the  eailward ;  but  the  next  day  were  forced  back  four  leagues  by  ftrefs  of  weather, 
and  put  in  among  the  iflands  near  the  continent,  where  is  now  the  town  of  Nombre  de 
Dios ;  and  becaufe  all  thofe  fmall  iflands  were  full  of  grain,  he  called  it  Puerto  de 
Baftimentos,  that  is,  the  Port  of  Provifions. 

There  a  boat  well  manned,  purfuing  a  canoe,  the  Indians  imagining  our  men  would 
do  them  fome  harm,  and  perceiving  the  boat  was  within  lefs  than  a  ftone's  throw  of 
them,  they  all  threw  themfelves  into  the  water  to  fwim  away,  as  in  effect:  they  did  ;  for 
though  the  boat  rowed  hard,  it  could  not,  in  half  a  league  the  purfuit  lafted,  overtake 
any  of  them  ;  or  if  it  did  happen  to  overtake  one,  he  would  dive  like  a  duck,  and  come 
up  again  a  bow  fhot  or  two  from  the  place.  This  chace  was  very  pleafant,  feeing  the 
boat  labour  in  vain,  which  at  laft  returned  empty.  ' 

Here  we  continued  till  the  23d  of  November,  refitting  the  fhips,  and  mending  our 
cafks ;  and  that  day  we  failed  eaftward  to  a  place  called  Guiga,  there  being  another  of 
the  fame  name  between  Veragua  and  Cerago.  The  boats  going  afliore,  found  above 
three  hundred  perfons  on  it,  ready  to  trade  for  fuch  provifions  as  they  have,  and  fome 
fmall  things  of  gold  they  wore  hanging  at  their  ears  and  nofes. 

But  without  making  any  flay  here,  on  Saturday  the  24th  of  November  we  put  into 
a  fmall  port,  which  was  called  Retrete,  that  is.  Retired  Place,  becaufe  it  could  not 
contain  above  five  or  fix  fliips  together,  and  the  mouth  of  it  was  not  above  fifteen  or 
twenty  paces  over,  and  on  both  fides  of  it  rocks  appearing  above  water  as  fharp  as 
diamonds ;  and  the  channel  between  them  was  fo  deep  that  they  found  no  bottom, 
though,  if  the  ftiips  inclined  never  fo  little  to  either  fide,  the  men  might  leap  nfliore, 
which  was  it  that  faved  the  lliips  in  that  narrow  place,  which  was  the  fault  of  thofe 
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who  went  in  boats  to  view  it,  they  being  covetous  to  deal  with  tlie  Indians,  and 
perceiving  the  fliips  would  lie  there  conveniently  for  it,  clofe  to  the  Hiore.  In  this 
place  we  continued  nine  days  with  bad  weather ;  and  at  firfl  the  Indians  came 
very  familiarly  to  trade  for  fuch  as  they  had,  but  when  they  faw  the  Chriltians 
Ileal  privately  out  of  their  fhips,  they  retired  to  their  houfes,  becaufe  the  feamen, 
like  covetous  diflblutc  men,  committed  a  thoufand  infolencies  ;  infomuch  that  they 
provoked  the  Indians  to  break  the  peace,  and  fonie  Ikirniiflics  happened  between  them. 
They  increafmg  daily,  took  courage  to  come  up  to  the  fliips,  which,  as  we  faid,  lay 
with  their  fides  dole  to  the  fliore,  thinking  to  do  fome  harm,  which  defign  of 
theirs  had  turned  to  their  own  detrinients,  had  not  the  admiral  always  endeavoured 
to  gain  them  by  patience  and  civility  :  but  at  laft,  perceiving  their  infolencc,  to  ftrike 
a  terror  into  them,  he  caufed  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  fired,  which  they  anfwered 
with  fliouts,  thrcfliing  the  trees  with  ftaves,  and  threatening  by  figns,  fhewing  they 
did  not  fear  the  noife,  tor  they  thought  it  had  been  only  a  thundering  to  terrify 
them.  Therefore  to  abate  their  pride,  and  make  them  not  contemn  the  Chriftians,  • 
the  admiral  caufed  a  fhot  to  be  made  at  a  company  of  them  that  was  got  together  upon 
a  hillock,  and  the  ball  falling  in  the  midft  of  them,  made  them  fenfible  there  was  a 
thunderbolt  as  well  as  thunder  ;  fo  that  for  the  future  they  durft  not  appear  even  be- 
hind the  mountains.  The  people  of  this  country  were  the  propereft  they  had  yet  feen 
among  the  Indians,  for  they  were  tall  and  fpare,  without  any  great  bellies,  and  well 
countenanced. 

The  country  was  all  plain,  bearing  little  grafs,  and  a  few  trees  ;  and  in  the  harbour 
there  were  vafl  great  crocodiles  or  alligators,  which  go  out  to  ftay  and  fleep  alhore, 
and  fcatter  a  fcent  as  if  all  the  mufk  in  the  world  were  together  ;  but  they  are  fo 
ravenous  and  cruel  that  if  they  find  a  man  Ileeping,  they  drag  him  to  the  water 
to  devour  him,  though  they  are  fearful  and  cowardly  when  attacked.  Thefe  allioa- 
tors  are  found  in  many  other  parts  of  the  continent,  and  fome  do  affirm  thev  are  the 
fame  as  the  crocodiles  of  the  Nile. 

CHAP.  X  CIV. —  How  the  Admiral  being  drove  by  Strefs  of  Weather,  Jiood  again  to 
Wejlward  to  get  Intelligence  concerning  the  Mines,  and  enquire  concernmg  Veragua. 

ON  Monday  the  5th  of  December,  the  admiral  perceiving  the  violent  eaft  and 
north-eaft  winds  did  not  ceafe,  and  that  there  was  no  trading  with  thofe  people,  he 
refolved  to  go  back  to  be  fatisfied  concerning  what  the  Indians  faid  of  the  mines  of 
Veragua,  and  therefore  that  day  he  returned  to  Porto  Bello,  ten  leagues  weflward  ; 
and  continuing  his  courfe  the  next  day,  was  affaulted  by  a  weft  wind  which  was  oppo- 
fite  to  his  new  defign,  but  favourable  to  that  he  had  for  three  months  paft.  But  he, 
believing  this  wind  would  not  laft  long,  did  not  alter  his  courfe,  but  bore  up  againft 
the  wind  for  fome  days,  becaufe  the  weather  was  unfettled  ;  and  when  the  weather 
feemed  a  little  favourable  to  go  to  Veragua,  another  wind  would  ftart  up  and  drive 
him  towards  Porto  Bello  ;  and  when  we  were  moft  in  hopes  to  get  into  port  we  were 
quite  beat  ofl"  again,  and  fometimes  with  fuch  thunder  and  lightning  that  the  men  durft 
not  open  their  eyes,  the  ftiips  feemed  to  be  juft  finking,  and  the  Iky  to  come  down. 
Somedmcs  the  thunder  was  fo  continued,  that  it  was  concluded  fome  fliip  fired  its 
cannon  to  defire  afllftance.  Another  time  there  would  fall  fuch  ftorms  of  rain  that  it 
would  laft  violently  fortwo  or  three  days,  infomuch  that  it  looked  like  another  univerfal 
deluge.  This  perplexed  all  the  men  and  made  them  almoft  defpair,  feeing  they  could  not 
get  half  an  hour's  reft,  being  conthmully  wet,  turning  fometimes  one  way,  and  fometimes 
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another,  ftruggling  againft  all  the  elements  and  dreading  them  all ;  for  in  fuch  dread- 
ful- llorms,  they  dread  the  fire  in  flaflies  of  lightning,  the  air  for  its  fury,  the  water 
for  the  terrible  waves,  and  the  earth  for  the  hidden  rocks  and  fands  which  fometimes  a 
man  meets  v.'ith  near  the  port  Avhere  he  hoped  for  fafety,  and  not  knowing  them, 
chufes  rather  to  contend  with  the  other  elements  in  whom  he  has  lefs  fhare. 

Befides  all  thefe  terrors  there  occurred  another  no  lefs  dangerous  and  wonderful, 
which  was  a  fpout  rifing  from  the  fea,  on  Tuefday  the  13th  of  December,  which  if 
they  had  not  diifolved  by  faying  the  gofpel  of  St.  John,  it  had  certainly  funk  whatfo- 
ever  it  fell  upon ;  for  as  has  been  faid,  it  draws  the  water  up  to  the  clouds  like  a 
pillar  and  thicker  than  a  butt,  twilling  it  about  like  a  whirlwind.  That  fame  night  we 
loll  fight  of  the  Ihip  called  Caino,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  it  again  after  three 
dreadful  dark  days,  though  it  had  loft  its  boat  and  been  in  great  danger,  being  fo  near 
land  as  to  caft  anchor,  which  it  loft  at  long  run,  being  forced  to  cut  the  cable.  Now 
it  appeared  that  the  currents  on  that  coaft  follow  the  wind,  running  weftward  with  the 
eaft  wind,  and  the  contrary,  the  water  ftill  going  after  the  prevailing  wind.  The  fhips 
being  now  almoft  fliattered  to  pieces  with  the  tempeft,  and  the  men  quite  fpent  with 
labour,  a  day  or  two's  calm  gave  them  fome  refpite,  and  brought  fuch  multitudes  of 
fliarks  about  the  fliips,  that  they  were  dreadful  to  behold,  efpecially  for  fuch  as  are 
fuperftitious ;  becaufe,  as  it  is  reported,  that  ravens  at  a  great  diftance  fmell  out  dead 
bodies ;  fo  fome  think  thefe  Iharks  do,  which,  if  they  lay  hold  of  a  man's  arm  or 
leg,  cut  it  oft'  like  a  razor,  for  they  have  two  rows  of  teeth  in  the  nature  of  a 
faw.  Such  a  multitude  of  thefe  was  killed  with  the  hook  and  chain,  that  being  able 
to  deftroy  no  more,  they  lay  fwimming  upon  the  water,  and  they  are  fo  greedy 
that  they  do  not  only  bite  at  carrion,  but  may  be  taken  wath  a  red  rag  upon  the 
hook.  I  have  feen  a  tortoife  taken  out  of  the  belly  of  one  of  thefe  fharks,  and  it 
afterwards  lived  aboard  the  fliip  ;  but  out  of  another  was  taken  the  whole  head  of  one 
of  his  own  kind,  we  having  cut  it  oft'  and  thrown  it  into  the  \^'ater,  as  not 
good  to  eat,  no  more  than  they  are  themfelves,  and  that  Ihark  had  fwallowed  it ;  and 
to  us  it  feemed  contrary  to  reafon,  that  one  creature  ftiould  fwallow  the  head  of  an- 
other of  its  own  bignefs,  which  is  not  to  be  admired,  becaufe  their  mouth  reaches  al- 
moft to  their  belly,  and  the  head  is  fliaped  like  an  olive.  Though  fome  looked  upon 
them  to  forbode  mifchief,  and  others  thought  them  bad  filh,  yet  we  all  made  much  of 
them,  by  reafon  of  the  want  we  were  in,  having  been  now  abo\'e  eight  months 
at  fea,  fo  that  we  had  confumed  all  the  tifli  and  fleih  brought  from  Spain  ;  and  what 
with  the  heat  and  moifture  of  the  fea,  the  bifcuit  was  fo  full  of  maggots,  that,  as  God 
ftiall  help  me,  I  faw  many  that  ftaid  till  night  to  eat  the  pottage  or  brewice  made  of 
it,  that  they  might  not  fee  the  maggots  ;  and  others  iwere  fo  ufed  to  eat  them,  that 
they  did  not  mind  to  throw  them  away  when  they  fav/  them,  becaufe  they  might 
lofe  their  fupper  if  they  were  fo  very  curious. 

Upon  Saturday  the  i  7th,  the  admiral  put  into  a  port  three  leagues  eaft  of  Pennon, 
which  the  Indians  called  Huiva.  It  was  like  a  great  bay,  where  we  refted  three  days, 
and  going  alhore,  faw  the  inhabitants  dwell  upon  the  tops  of  trees,  like  birds,  laying 
fticks  acrofi  from  bough  to  bough,  and  building  huts  upon  them  rather  than  houfes. 
Though  we  ^inew  not  the  reafon  of  this  ftrange  cuftom,  yet  we  guefted  it  was  done  for 
fear  of  the  griffins  there  are  in  that  country,  or  of  enemies  ;  for  all  along  that  coaft,  the 
people  at  every  league  diftance  are  great  enemies  to  one  another. 

We  failed  from  this  port  on  the  20th  with  fair  weather,  but  not  fettled  ;  for  as  foon 
as  we  v^ere  got  out  to  lea,  the  tempeft  began  to  rage  again,  and  drove  us  into  another 
port,  whence  we  departed  again  tlic  third  day,  the  weather  feemiiig  fomewhat  mended, 

but 
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but  like  an  enemy  that  lies  in  wait  for  a  man,  ruflicd  out  again  and  forced  us  to  Pennon, 
where  when  we  hoped  to  put  in,  the  wind  flarted  up  fo  contrary  that  we  were  drove 
again  towards  Veragua.  Being  at  anchor  in  the  river,  the  weather  became  again  fo 
ftormy  that  all  the  favour  we  had  from  it  was  that  it  allowed  us  to  get  into  that  port, 
where  we  had  been  before  on  Thurfday  the  12th  of  the  fame  month.  Here  we  con- 
tinued from  the  fecond  day  in  Chrilhnas  till  the  3d  of  January  the  following  year 
1503,  when  having  repaired  the  fliip  called  Gallega  and  taken  aboard  abundance 
of  Indian  wheat,  water,  and  wood,  we  turned  back  towards  Veragua  with  bad  wea- 
ther, and  contrary  winds,  which  changed  crofsly  juft  as  the  admiral  altered  his 
courfe.  And  this  was  fo  ftrange  and  unheard-of  a  thing,  that  I  would  not  have 
repe^ated  fo  many  changes,  if,  befides  by  being  then  prefent,  I  had  not  feen  the  fame 
written  by  James  Mendez,  who  failed  with  the  canoes  of  Jamaica,  whereof  I  fhall 
fpeak  hereafter,  and  writ  an  account  of  this  voyage ;  and  the  letter  the  admiral  fent 
by  him  to  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  which  is  printed,  will  inform  the  reader  how 
great  our  fufterings  were,  and  how  much  fortune  perfecuted  him  flie  ought  moft 
to  favour.  But  to  return  to  the  changes  of  weather  and  of  our  courfe,  which  put 
us  to  fo  much  trouble  between  Veragua  and  Porto  Bello,  for  which  reafon  that 
coaft  was  called  Cofla  de  Contrafles,  that  is,  coaft  of  thwartings. 

Upon  Thurfday,  being  the  feaft  of  the  Epiphany,  we  call  anchor  near  a  river 
which  the  Indians  call  Yebra,  and  the  admiral  named  Belem  or  Bethlem,  becaufe 
we  came  to  that  place  upon  the  feaft  of  the  three  kings.  He  caufed  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  of  another  weftward  to  be  founded  ;  the  latter  the  Indians  call  Ve- 
ragua where  he  found  but  llioal  water,  and  in  that  of  Belem,  four  fathom  at  high 
water.  The  boats  went  up  this  river  to  the  town,  where  they  were  informed  the 
gold  mines  of  Veragua  were.  At  firft  the  Indians  were  fo  far  from  converfmg, 
that  they  aflembled  with  their  weapons  to  hinder  the  Chriftians  landing.  The 
next  day,  our  boats  going  to  the  river  of  Veragua,  the  Indians  there  did  as  the 
others  had  done,  and  that  not  only  alhore,  but  itood  upon  their  guard  with  their 
canoes  in  the  water.  But  an  Indian  of  that  coaft  who  underftood  them  a  little, 
going  afliore  with  the  Chriftians  and  telling  them  we  were  good  people  and  de- 
fired  nothing  but  what  we  paid  for,  they  were  fomewhat  pacified,  and  trucked 
twenty  gold  plates,  fome  hollow  pieces  like  joints  of  reeds,  and  fome  grains  never 
melted  ;  which  to  make  their  value  the  more,  they  faid  were  gathered  a  great  way 
oft"  upon  uncouth  mountains  ;  and  that  when  they  gathered  it  they  did  not  eat,  nor 
carry  women  along  with  them,  which  fame  thing  the  people  of  Hifpaniola  faid  when  it 
was  firft  difcovered. 

CHAP.  XCV.  —  How  the  Admiral  went   into  the  River   of  Belem ^  and  refohcd  to 
build  a  Town  there,  and  leave  his  Brother  the  Lieutenant  in  it. 

*  ON  Monday  the  9th  of  January,  the  admiral's  fliip,  and  that  called  Bifcania  went 
up  the  river,  and  the  Indians  came  prefently  to  truck  for  fuch  things  as  they  had, 
particularly  ftfli,  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year  comes  out  of  the  fea  up  thefe 
rivers  in  fuch  quantities  as  feems  incredible  to  fuch  as  do  not  fee  it ;  and  they 
exchanged  fome  little  gold  for  puis,  and  thofe  things  they  moft  valued  they  gave  for 
beads  or  hawks-bells.  Next  day  the  other  two  fliips  came  in,  which  they  had  not 
done  at  firft,  becaufe  there  being  but  little  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  they 
were  forced  to  Itay  for  the  flood  ;  though  there  the  fea  never  rifes  or  falls  above  half 
a  fathom. 

Veragua 
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Veragua  being  famed  for  mines  and  extraordinary  wealth,  the  third  day  after  our 
arrival,  the  admiral's  brother  went  up  the  river  with  the  boats  to  the  town  of  Quibio,  fo 
the  Indians  call  their  king  ;  who  hearing  of  the  heutenant's  coming,  came  down  the 
river  in  his  canoes  to  meet  him.  They  met  in  very  friendly  manner,  giving  one  an- 
other interchangeably  fuch  things  as  they  valued  nioft ;  and  having  difcoilrfed  a  long 
time  together  every  one  went  away  peaceably.  Next  day  the  faid  Quibio  came  aboard 
to  vifit  the  admiral,  and  having  difcourfed  together  about  an  hour,  the  admiral  gave 
him  fome  things,  and  his  men  trucked,  bells  for  fome  gold,  and  fo  he  returned 
without  any  ceremony  the  fame  way  he  came. 

We  being  thus  very  eafy  and  fecure,  on  Wednefday  the  24th  of  January  the  river 
of  Belem  fuddenly  fwelled  fo  high,  that  before  we  could  provide  againfl  it,' or  carry 
a  cable  afhore,  the  fury  of  the  water  came  fo  impetuoufly  againfl;  the  admiral's  fhip 
that  it  broke  one  of  its  two  anchors,  and  drove  her  with  fuch  force  againfl  the  fhip 
Gallega,  which  lay  aftern  of  it,  that  it  brought  the  foremafl  by  the  board,  and  were 
both  carried  away  foul  of  one  another  in  utmofl  danger  of  perifliing.  Some 
judged  the  mighty  rains  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  this  mighty  flood,  they  hav- 
ing never  ceafed  all  the  winter  in  that  country  ;  but  had  that  been  it  the  river 
would  have  fwelled  by  degrees,  and  not  all  on  a  fudden,  which  made  it  to  be 
believed  fome  great  fliower  had  fallen  on  the  mountains  of  Veragua,  which  the 
admiral  called  St.  Chrifl:opher's,  becaufe  the  higheft  of  them  was  above  the  region  of 
the  air  where  meteors  are  bred  ;  for  no  cloud  was  ever  feen  above,  but  all  be- 
low it.  To  look  to  it  is  like  an  hermitage,  and  lies  at  leafl  twenty  leagues  up 
the  country,  in  the  midfl  of  woody  mountains,  whence  we  believed  that  flood  came 
which  was  fo  dangerous,  that  though  it  brought  water  enough  to  carry  the  fhips  out 
to  fea,  the  wind  was  then  fo  boiflerous,  that  they  muft  have  been  fliattered  to 
pieces  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  diflant  half  a  mile  from  whence  they  broke  loofe. 
This  tempeft  lafted  fo  long  that  we  had  time  enough  to  refit  and  caulk  the  fhips. 
The  waves  broke  fo  furioufly  upon  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  the  boats  could  not  go 
out  to  difcover  along  the  coaft,  to  learn  where  the  mines  lay,  and  chufe  a  place  to  build 
a  town ;  the  admiral  having  refolved  to  leave  his  brother  there  with  moft  of  the 
men,  that  they  might  fettle  and  fubdue  that  country,  whilft  he  went  Spain  to  fend 
lupplies  of  men  and  provifions  :  upon  this  profpeft,  the  weather  growing  calmer, 
on  Monday  the  6th  of  February  he  fent  his  brother  with  fixty-eight  men  by  fea  to  the 
mouth  of  Veragua  river,  a  league  diltant  from  Belem  weftward,  and  he  went  a  league 
and  a  half  up  the  river,  to  the  cacique's  town,  where  he  ftaid  a  day  enquiring  out  the 
way  to  the  mines. 

On  Wednefday  they  travelled  four  leagues  and  a  half,  and  came  to  lie  near  a 
river,  which  they  paffed  forty-four  times,  and  the  next  day  advanced  a  league  and 
a  half  towards  the  mines  fhewed  them  by  Indians  fent  by  Quibio  to  guide  them. 
In  two  hours  time  after  they  came  thither,  every  man  gathered  fome  gold  about 
the  roots  of  the  trees  which  were  there  very  thick  and  of  a  prodigious  height. 
This  fample  was  much  valued,  becaufe  none  of  thoie  that  went  had  any  tools  to  dig, 
or  had  ever  gathered  any.  Therefore  the  defign  of  their  journey  being  only  to  get 
information  of  the  mines,  they  returned  very  well  pleafed  that  fame  day  to  Veragua 
and  the  next  to  the  fhips.  True  it  is  that,  as  was  afterwards  known,  thefe  mines 
were  not  thofe  of  Veragua,  which  lay  much  nearer,  but  of  Urira,  a  town  whole 
people  are  enemies  to  thofe  of  Veragua,  to  do  whom  a  difpleafure,  Quibio  ordered 
the  'Chriftians  to  be  conducted  thither,  and  that  they  might  go  away  to  thofe, 
and   leave  his. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XCVI.  — How  the  Admiral's  Brother  went  tofeefome  Towns  of  that  Province  ; 
with  an  Account  of  the  Country,  and  Cujtoms  of  thofe  People. 

ON  Thurfday  the  )4th  of  February  1503,  the  admiral's  brother  went  into  the 
country  with  forty  men,  a  boat  following  with  fourteen.  The  next  day  they  came  to 
the  river  of  Urira,  fcven  leagues  from  Belem  wefhvard.  The  cacique  came  out  a 
league  from  his  town  to  meet  him,  with  twenty  men,  and  prefented  him  with 
fuch  things  as  they  feed  on,  and  fome  gold  plates  were  exchanged  here.  Whilft  they 
were  here  the  cacique  and  chief  men  never  ceafed  putting  a  dry  herb  into  their  mouths 
and  chewing  it,  and  fometimes  they  took  a  fort  of  powder  they  carried  with  that  herb, 
which  looks  very  odd.  Having  refled  here  a  while,  the  Chriftians  and  Indians  went 
together  to  the  town,  where  abundance  of  people  came  out  to  them,  and  afligned  them 
a  great  houfe  to  lie  in,  giving  them  much  to  eat.  Soon  after  came  the  cacique 
of  Dururi,  which  is  a  neighbouring  town,  with  a  great  many  Indians,  who  brought 
fome  gold  plates  to  truck  ;  all  thefe  Indians  fold  there  were  caciques  up  the  country 
who  had  plenty  of  gold  and  abundance  of  men  armed  like  ours.  Next  day  the 
lieutenant  ordered  the  reft  of  his  men  to  return  by  land  to  the  fliips,  and  he,  with 
thirty  he  kept  with  him,  held  on  his  journey  towards  Zobraba,  where  the  fields  for 
above  fix  leagues  were  all  full  of  maize,  like  corn  fields.  Thence  he  went  to  Cateba, 
another  town  ;  at  both  places  he  was  well  entertained,  abundance  of  provifions  given 
him,  and  fome  gold  plates  trucked,  which,  as  has  been  faid,  are  like  the  paten  of  a  cha- 
lice, fome  bigger  and  fome  lefs,  weighing  twelve  ducats,  more  or  lefs ;  they  wear  them 
about  their  necks,  hanging  by  a  ftring  as  we  do  relicks.  The  lieutenant  being  now 
very  far  from  the  fhips  without  finding  any  port  along  that  coaft,  or  any  river 
bigger  than  that  of  Belem  to   fettle  his   colony,  he   came  back    the  fame  way    on 

the  24th  of  February,  bringing  above ducats  in  gold  he  had  exchanged  for. 

As  foon  as  he  returned,  prefently  order  was  taken  for  his  ftay,  and  eighty  men 
being  appointed  to  remain  with  him,  they  agreed  by  ten  and  ten,  or  more  or 
lefs  in  a  gang,  and  began  to  build  houfes  upon  the  bank  of  the  aforefaid  river  of  Be- 
lem, about  a  cannon  Ihot  from  the  mouth  of  it,  within  a  trench  that  lies  on  the  right 
hand,  coming  up  the  river,  at  -a  mouth  of  which  there  is  a  little  hill.  Befides 
thefe  houfes,  which  were  all  of  timber  and  covered  with  palm  tree  leaves  which 
grew  along  the  fliore,  another  large  houfe  was  built,  to  ferve  as  a  ilorehoufe  and 
magazine,  into  which  feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  powder,  and  provifions  were  put, 
and  other  neceflaries  for  the  fupport  of  the  planters.  But  for  wine,  bifcuit,  oil,  vi- 
negar, cheefe  and  much  grain,  which  was  all  they  had  to  eat,  thefe  things  were 
left  in  the  fafeft  place,  aboard  the  fhip  called  Gallega  that  was  to  be  left  with  the 
lieutenant,  that  he  might  make  ufe  of  it  either  at  fea  or  afhore,  having  all  its 
cordage,  nets,  hooks,  and  other  fifhing  tackle ;  for  as  we  have  faid,  there  is  vaft 
plenty  of  fifli  in  that  country  in  every  river,  feveral  forts  at  certain  times  running 
along  the  coaft  in  fhoals,  on  which  the  people  of  the  country  feed  more  than  upon 
fiefh  ;  for  though  there  be  fome  forts  of  beafts  they  are  not  enough  to  maintain  them. 
The  cuftoms  of  the  Indians  are  for  the  moft  part  much  like  thofe  of  Hifpaniola 
and  the  neighbouring  iflands  ;  but  thefe  people  of  Veragua  and  the  country  about 
it,  when  they  talk  to  one  another  and  eat  turn  their  backs,  and  are  always  chew- 
ing an  herb,  which  we  look  upon  to  be  the  occafion  that  their  teeth  are  decayed 
and  rotten.  Their  food  is  filh,  which  they  take  with  nets  and  hooks  made  of 
tortoife-fliell,  which  they  cut  with  a  thread  as  if  .they  were  fawing ;  the  fame  they 
ufe  in  the  iflands.  They  have  another  way  of  catching  fome  very  fmall  fiflies, 
which  in  Hifpaniola  they  call  Titi.  Thefe  at  certain  times  being  drove  to  the  fliore 
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by  the  rains,  are  fo  perfecuted  by  the  bigger  fifh,  that  they  are  forced  up  to  the 
furface  of  the  water,  where  the  Indians  take  as  many  as  they  will  of  them  in  little 
mats,  or  fmall  nets,  and  wrap  them  up  in  leaves  of  trees  as  apothecaries  do  their 
drugs,  and  having  dried  them  in  an  oven ,  they  keep  a  long  time.  They  alio  catch 
pilchards  almofl  in  the  fame  manner  ;  for  at  certain  times  thefe  fiflies  fly  from  the 
great  ones  fo  violently  and  in  fuch  fear,  that  they  leap  out  two  or  three  paces  upon  the 
dry  land,  fo  that  there  is  no  more  to  do  but  to  take  them  as  they  do  the  others. 
Thefe  pilchards  are  taken  after  another  manner ;  for  in  the  middle  of  their  canoes, 
from  item  to  ftern,  they  raife  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves  two  yards  high,  and 
plying  about  the  river  they  make  a  noife,  and  beat  the  fliore  with  their  oars,  and 
then  the  pilchards,  to  fly  from  the  other  fifl),  leap  into  the  canoe,  and  hitting  againft 
thofe  leaves  fell  in,  by  which  means  they  take  as  many  as  they  pleafe.  Several  forts 
of  fifh  pafs  along  the  coalt  in  flioals,  whereof  wonderful  quantities  are  taken,  which 
they  keep  roailed  a  long  time.  They  have  alfo  abundance  of  maize,  which  is  a  fort 
of  grain  growing  in  an  ear,  or  hard  head  like  millet,  whereof  they  make  white  and 
red  wine,  as  beer  is  made  in  England,  and  mix  of  their  fpice  with  it  as  pleafes  their 
palate ;  it  has  a  pleafant  tafte  like  a  Iharp  brifk  wine  :  they  alfo  make  another  fort  of 
wine  of  certain  trees  like  palms  ;  and  I  believe  they  are  of  that  kind,  but  that  they  are 
fmooth,  and  have  fuch  prickles  on  the  trunk  as  the  thorn.  From  the  pith  of  this 
palm,  which  is  like  palmitoes  fqueezed,  they  draw  a  juice,  whereof  they  make  wine, 
boiling  it  with  water  and  fpice  ;  and  this  they  make  great  account  of.  They  make 
another  wine  of  the  fruit  we  faid  is  found  in  the  ifland  Guadaloupe,  which  is  like 
a  great  pine-apple :  it  is  planted  in  great  fields,  and  the  plant  is  a  fprout  growing  out 
at  the  top  of  the  fruit  itfelf,  like  that  which  grows  out  of  a  cabbage  or  lettuce.  One 
plant  lafts  three  or  four  years,  and  bears.  They  make  wine  of  other  forts  of  Iruit,  par- 
ticularly of  one  that  grows  upon  very  high  trees,  and  is  as  big  as  a  large  lemon ;  and 
every  one  has  two,  three,  and  fome  nine  (tones  like  nuts,  but  they  are  not  round, 
but  long,  or  like  a  chefnut.  The  rind  of  this  fruit  is  like  a  pomegranate,  and  when 
firft  taken  from  the  tree  it  refembles  it  exaftly,  fave  only  that  it  wants  the  prickly 
circle  at  the  top.  The  tafte  of  it  is  like  a  peach :  of  thefe  fome  are  better,  fome 
worfe,  as  is  ufual  among  other  fruit.  There  are  of  them  in  the  iflands,  and  the 
Indians  call  them  Mamei. 

CHAP.  XCVII.  —  How,  for  the  greater  Security  of  the  Chri/iian  Colony,  Oulbio,  and 
feveral  of  the  principal  Men,  were  made  Prifoners  ;  and  how,  through  the  Careleff- 
nefs  of  his  Keepers,  he  made  his  Efcapc. 

ALL  things  were  now  fettled  for  the  Chriftian  colony,  and  ten  or  twelve  houfes 
built  and  thatched,  and  the  admiral  ready  to  fail  for  Spain,  when  he  fell  into  greater 
danger  for  want  of  water,  than  he  had  been  before  by  the  inundation.  For  the 
great  rains  of  January  being  over,  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  fo  choaked  up  with 
fand,  that  whereas  when  they  came  in  there  was  about  ten  feet  water,  which  was  fcant 
enough,  when  we  would  have  gone  out  there  were  not  two  feet,  fo  that  we  were  fhut 
up  without  any  help,  it  being  impofllble  to  get  the  fliips  over  the  fand  ;  and  though 
there  had  been  fuch  an  engine,  the  fea  was  fo  boifterous,  that  the  leaft  wave  which 
beats  upon  the  fhore  was  enough  to  beat  the  fliips  in  pieces,  cfpecially  ours,  which  were 
at  this  time  like  a  honey-comb,  being  all  worm-eaten  through  and  through.  We  had 
nothing  left  but  to  have  recourfe  to  God,  and  beg  rain  of  him,  as  before  we  prayed 
for  fair  weather ;  for  the'rain  we  knew  would  fwell  the  river,  and  clear  the  fand  from 

10  the 


LIFE    OF    COLON,    I5V   HIS    SON.  I39 

the  mouth  of  it,  as  is  ufual  in  thofe  rivers.  It  being  in  the  mean  while  difcovered  by 
means  of  the  interpreter,  that  Quibio,  the  cacique  of  Veragua,  intended  to  fet  fire  to 
the  houfes,  and  dcftroy  the  Chriilians,  becaufe  all  the  Indians  were  againft  their  plant- 
ing upon  that  river  ;  it  was  therefore  thought  fit,  as  a  puniflinient  to  him,  and  a  terror 
and  example  to  others,  to  make  him  a  prifoner,  with  all  his  chief  men,  and  fend  them 
into  Spain,  and  that  his  town  fliould  remain  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Chriflians. 

To  this  purpofe  the  lieutenant,  on  the  30th  of  March,  went  with  feventy-fix  men  to 
the  town  or  village  of  Veragua ;  and  becaufe  I  call  it  a  to^vn  or  village,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  thofe  parts  their  houfes  are  not  clofe  together,  but  they  H\'c  as  in  Bifcay, 
at  fome  didance  from  one  another.  When  Quibio  underftood  that  the  lieutenant  was 
come  near,  he  fent  him  word  not  to  come  up  to  his  houfe,  which  flood  upon  a  hill 
above  the  river  of  Veragua  ;  and  the  lieutenant,  that  he  might  not  fly  for  fear  of  him, 
refolved  to  go  with  only  five  men,  ordering  thofe  he  left  behind  to  come  aher  him, 
two  and  two,  at  fome  diftance  from  one  another ;  and  when  they  heard  a  nuifquet 
fired,  they  fliould  befet  the  houfe,  that  none  might  efcape.  Being  come  up  to  the 
houfe,  Ouibio  fent  another  mefl'enger,  bidding  him  not  go  in,  for  he  would  come  out 
to  talk  to  him,  though  he  was  wounded  with  an  arrow,  which  they  do  that  their  wo- 
men may  not  be  feen,  being  wonderful  jealous  of  them.  Accordingly  he  came  and 
fat  at  the  door,  bidding  only  the  lieutenant  come  near  him,  who  did  fo,  ordering 
the  refl:  to  fall  on,  as  foon  as  he  laid  hold  of  his  arm.  He  aflced  the  cacique  fome 
quefl;ions  concerning  his  indifpofition  and  the  affairs  of  the  country,  by  the  affifl:ance  of 
an  Indian  he  had,  whom  we  had  taken  not  far  off:',  above  three  months  fmce,  and  he 
willingly  went  along  with  us.  This  man  was  then  much  afraid,  for  knowing  that 
Ouibio  defigned  to  defl:roy  all  the  Chriflians,  and  not  knowing  our  fl:rength,  he  thought 
that  might  eafily  be  done  by  the  great  multitude  of  people  there  was  in  that  province. 
But  the  lieutenant  minded  not  his  fear,  and  pretending  to  look  where  the  cacique  was 
wounded,  he  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  though  they  were  both  very  fl;rong,  yet  the 
lieutenant  took  fuch  good  hold,  that  he  lofl;  it  not  till  the  other  four  came  up,  which 
done,  one  of  them  fired  a  mufquet,  and  on  a  fudden  all  the  Chrifl;ians  running  out  of 
their  ambufli  befet  the  houfe,  in  which  there  were  thirty  people,  great  and  fmall,  mofl: 
of  which  were  taken,  and  never  a  one  wounded,  for  they  feeing  their  king  taken, 
would  make  no  refifl:ance.  Among  thefe  there  were  fome  wives  and  children  of 
Ouibio,  and  other  men  of  note,  who  offered  great  wealth,  faying,  there  was  a  great 
treafure  in  the  adjoining  wood,  and  they  would  give  it  all  for  their  ranfom.  But  the 
lieutenant  not  regarding  their  promifes,  ordered  Quibio,  with  his  wives  and  children, 
and  the  principal  men,  to  be  carried  aboard,  before  the  country  took  the  alarm,  ftay- 
ing  himfelf  there  with  mofl;  of  the  men,  tu  go  after  his  kindred  and  fubjefts  who  were 
fled.  Then  having  confulted  with  the  captains  and  chief  men,  whom  they  fliould  in- 
trufl:  to  conduft  the  prifoners  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  ;  he  at  laft  delivered  them  to 
John  Sanchez  de  Cadiz,  a  pilot,  and  a  man  in  good  reputation,  he  offering  to  carry 
them,  the  cacique  being- bound  hands  and  feet  ;  and  this  pilot  being  charged  to  take 
fpecial  care  that  the  cacique  fliould  not  efcape,  he  anfwered,  he  would  give  them  leave 
to  pull  otf  his  beard  if  he  got  from  him.  So  he  took  him  into  his  cuftody,  and  went 
down  the  river  of  Veragua.  Being  come  within  half  a  league  of  the  mouth  ot  it,  and 
Ouibio  complaining  that  his  hands  were  too  hard  bound,  John  Sanchez  out  of  com- 
paflion,  looied  him  from  the  feat  of  the  boat  to  which  he  was  tied,  and  held  the  rope 
in  his  hand.  A  little  after,  Ouibio  obferving  he  did  not  mind  him,  threw  himfelf 
into  the  water ;  and  John  Sanchez  not  being  able  to  hold  fafl;  the  rope,  let  go  that  he 
might  not  draw  him  after  into  the  water.     Night  coming  on,  and  thofe  in  the  boat 
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being  all  in  a  confufion,  they  could  not  fee  or  hear  where  he  got  afliore,  fo  that  they 
heard  no  more  of  him  than  if  a  ftone  had  fallen  into  the  water.  That  the  like  might 
not  happen  with  the  reft  of  the  prifoners,  they  held  on  their  way  to  the  fhips  with 
much  Ihame  for  their  careleffnefs  and  overfight.  The  next  day  the  lieutenant  perceiv- 
ing the  country  was  very  mountainous  and  woody,  and  that  there  were  no  regular 
towns,  but  one  houfe  here,  and  another  at  a  great  diftance,  and  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  purfue  the  Indians  from  place  to  place,  he  refolved  to  return  to  the  fhips 
with  his  men,  not  one  of  them  being  either  killed  or  wounded.  He  prefented  the  ad- 
miral with  the  plunder  of  Ouibio's  houfe,  worth  about  three  hundred  ducats  in  gold 
plates,  little  eagles,  and  fmall  quills,  which  they  firing  and  wear  about  their  arms  and 
legs,  and  in  gold  twifts  which  they  put  about  their  head  in  the  nature  of  a  coronet. 
All  which  things,  deducing  only  the  fifth  part  for  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  he  divided 
among  thofe  that  went  upon  the  expedition :  And  to  the  lieutenant,  in  token  of  vic- 
tory, was  given  one  of  thofe  crowns  or  coronets  abovementioned. 

CHAP.  XCVIII.  —  Hoiv  after  the  Admiral  luas  gone  from  Belem  to  return  to  Spai?:, 
Qiiibio  ajfaiilted  the  Chri/lian  Colony,  in  which  Engagement  there  ivere  many  killed 
and  wounded. 

ALL  things  being  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  colony,  and  the  rules 
and  methods  for  them  to  be  governed  by,  fettled  by  the  admiral,  it  pleafed  God 
to  fend  fo  much  rain,  as  fwelled  the  river  and  opened  the  mouth  of  it ;  wherefore 
the  admiral  refolved  to  depart  with  all  fpeed  for  Hifpaniola,  to  fend  fpeedy  fupplies 
to  this  place.  Having  waited  for  a  calm  that  the  fea  might  not  beat  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  we  went  out  with  three  fliips,  the  boats  going  a-head  and  towing  us.  Yet 
never  a  one  went  out  fo  cleverly,  but  his  keel  raced  upon  the  fand,  and  had  been  in 
danger  notwithftanding  the  calm,  but  that  thofe  are  loofe  moving  fands.  Then  we 
prefently  took  in  all  we  had  unladed  to  lighten  the  fhips  that  they  might  get  out.  As 
we  lay  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  upon  the  open  coaft,  a  league  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  it  pleafed  God  miraculoufly  to  give  us  an  occafion  of  fending  the  admiral's  boat 
alhore,  as  well  for  water  as  for  other  neceflary  affairs,  that  by  the  lofs  of  thefe  both 
thofe  afhore,  and  thofe  in  the  fhips  might  be  faved,  which  happened  thus.  When 
Quibio  and  the  Indians  faw  that  the  fhips  were  without,  and  could  not  relieve  them 
that  were  left  behind,  they  ailaulted  the  Chriftian  colony  at  the  fame  time  that  the  boat 
came  to  the  fhore.  They  having  not  been  difcovered  by  reafon  of  the  thicknefs  of  the 
wood,  when  they  came  within  ten  paces  of  our  men's  houfes,  fell  on  with  great  fhouts, 
cafting  javelins  at  thofe  they  fpied,  and  at  the  very  houfes,  which  being  covered  with 
palm-tree  leaves,  were  eafily  ftruck  through  and  through,  and  fo  fometimes  they 
wounded  thofe  within.  Having  thus  furprized  our  men,  thinking  of  no  fuch  thing, 
they  wounded  four  or  five  before  they  could  put  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of  defence. 
But  the  lieutenant  being  a  man  of  great  refolution,  he  went  out  againft  the  enemy  with 
a  fpear,  encouraging  his  men,  and  falling  furioufly  on  the  Indians  with  feven  or  eight 
that  followed  him,  fo  that  he  made  them  retire  to  the  wood,  which  (as  we  faid)  was 
clofe  to  the  houfes.  Thence  they  returned  and  fkirmifhed,  cafting  their  javelins  and 
then  retiring,  as  the  Spaniards  ufe  to  do  in  the  fport  they  call  Juego  de  Canas,  many  of 
them  flying  from  the  Chriftians  after  they  had  felt  the  edge  of  their  fwords,  and  the 
teeth  of  a  dog,  who  furioufly  fell  in  among  them  ;  fo  that  at  length  they  fled,  having 
killed  one  Chriftian  and  wounded  feven,  one  of  which  was  the  lieutenant,  who  was  hurt 
with  a  javelin  in  the  breaft  ;  from  which  danger  two  Chriftians  took  care  to  preferve 
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ichemfelves ;  which  (lory  1  will  relate  to  fhew  the  comicalnefs  of  the  one,  who  was  an 
Italian  of  Lombardy,  and  the  gravity  of  the  other  who  was  a  Spaniard.  The  Lombard 
running  haflily  to  hide  himlelf  in  a  houfe,  James  Mendez,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
made  hereafter,  faid  to  him,  turn,  turn  back  Sebaftian,  whither  are  you  going  ?  He 
anfwered,  let  me  go  you  devil,  for  I  am  going  to  fecure  my  pcrfon.  The  Spaniard 
was  captain  James  Triltan,  whom  the  admiral  fent  afliore  in  the  boat,  who  never  went 
out  of  it  with  his  men,  though  the  fray  was  jufl  by  the  river ;  and  being  blamed  by 
fome  for  not  affilling  the  Chriilians,  he  anfwered,  he  faid  he  did  it  that  thofe  afhore 
might  not  run  to  the  boat  and  fo  all  perifh,  bccaufe  if  the  boat  were  loft,  the  admiral 
would  be  in  danger  at  fea,  and  therefore  he  would  do  no  more  than  he  had  been 
commanded,  which  was  to  take  in  water,  and  to  fee  whether  there  was  any  need  of  his 
afliftance.  Refolving  therefore  to  take  in  the  water  immediately,  that  he  might  carry 
the  admiral  an  account  of  what  had  happen.ed,  he  went  up  the  river  for  it,  where  the 
fweet  did  not  mix  with  the  fait,  though  fome  advifed  him  not  to  go,  for  the  danger 
there  was  of  the  Indians  and  their  canoes  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  he  did  not  fear  that 
danger,  fmce  he  was  fent  for  that  purpofe  by  the  admiral.  Accordingly  he  went  up 
the  river,  which  is  very  deep  within,  and  flieltered  on  both  fides  with  abundance  of 
trees,  which  come  to  the  edge  of  the  water  and  fo  thick  that  there  is  fcarce  any  going 
afliore,  except  in  fome  places  which  are  the  fifhermen's  paths,  and  where  they  hide 
their  canoes.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  perceived  he  was  got  about  a  league  from  the 
colony  up  the  river,  they  ruflied  out  from  the  thickeft  on  both  fides  the  river  in  their 
canoes,  and  making  a  hideous  noife,  blowing  their  horns,  aifaulted  him  boldly  on  all 
fides  with  great  odds  on  their  fide,  becaufe  their  canoes  being  fwift,  and  one  man 
being  enough  to  command  and  turn  them  which  way  they  pleafe,  efpecially  thofe  that 
are  Uttle  and  belong  to  the  fifliermen,  three  or  four  men  came  in  each  of  them,  one  of 
whom  rowed,  and  the  reft  caft  their  javelins  at  thofe  in  the  boat ;  I  call  them  jave- 
lins becaufe  of  their  bignefs,  though  they  have  no  iron  heads,  but  only  points  of  fifh 
bones.  There  being  but  feven  or  eight  men  in  our  boat  who  rowed,  and  the  captain 
with  three  or  four  men  for  fight,  they  could  not  cover  themfelves  againft  the  many 
javelins  they  threw  at  them,  and  therefore  they  were  forced  to  quit  their  oars  to  take 
up  their  targets.  But  there  was  fuch  a  multitude  of  Indians,  who  poured  in  on  all 
fides,  coming  up  and  retiring  in  good  order,  as  they  thought  fit,  that  they  wounded 
moft  of  the  Chriftians,  efpecially  the  captain,  who  was  hurt  in  many  places ;  and 
though  he  ftood  unmoved  encouraging  his  men,  it  availed  him  nothing  ;  for  he  was 
befet  on  all  fides,  and  could  not  ftir,  nor  make  ufe  of  his  mufquets,  till  at  laft  they 
ftruck  a  javelin  into  his  eye,  and  he  fell  down  dead  ;  and  all  the  reft  came  to  the 
like  fate,  except  one  John  de  Noia  of  Seville,  who  by  good  luck  in  the  height  of  the 
fray  fell  into  the  water,  and  diving  got  to  the  fhore,  and  made  his  way  through  the 
thickeft  of  the  wood  to  the  colony,  to  carry  the  news  of  what  had  happened.  This 
fo  terrified  our  men,  that  feeing  they  were  but  a  few,  fome  of  their  companions  being 
killed  and  others  wounded,  and  that  the  admiral  was  at  fea  without  a  boat,  and  in 
danger  not  to  return  to  a  place  whence  he  might  fend  them  relief,  they  refolvcd  not 
to  Itay  there  ;  and  accordingly  would  have  gone  away  immediately  without  any  or- 
ders, had  not  the  mouth  of  the  river  hindered,  the  bad  weather  having  ftiut  it  up 
again ;  for  neither  could  the  fhip  they  had  left  them  get  out,  nor  durft  any  boat  at- 
tempt it,  becaufe  the  fea  beat  fo  violently,  fo  that  there  was  no  fending  the  admiral 
advice  of  what  had  happened.  He  was  in  no  lefs  danger  himfelf,  riding  in  an  open 
road,  having  no  boat  and  but  few  men,  fo  many  having  been  killed  :  fo  that  we 
were  all  in  the  fame  trouble  and  confufion,  as  they  were  within,  who  confidering  what 
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had  happened  and  feeing  thofe  that  had  been  killed  in  the  boat  drive  down  the  river 
covered  with  wounds,  and  followed  by  the  country  crows,  looked  upon  thefe  things 
as  ill  omens,  and  dreaded  coming  to ,  the  fame  end  ;  and  the  more  becaufe  they 
perceived  the  Indians  were  puffed  up  with  their  fuccefs,  infomuch  that  they  gave  them 
not  a  minute's  refpite  by  reafon  of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  colony  ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  they  muft  have  all  fuffered,  had  they  not  advifed  to  remove  to  an  open 
ftrand  eaftward,  where  they  made  a  work  round  them  with  the  calks  and  other  things, 
and  planting  the  cannon  in  convenient  places  defending  themfelves,  the  Indians  not 
daring  to  come  out  of  the  wood,  becaufe  of  the  mifchiel  the  bullets  did  among 
them. 

CHAP.  XCIX.  —  Hoiv  the  Indians  that  were  kept  Prifoners  aboard  made  their  Efcape^ 
and  the  Adtniral  was  informed  of  the  ill  Succefs  of  his  Men. 

WHILST  thefe  things  happened,  the  admiral  waited  ten  days  with  much  trouble, 
and  fufpefting  what  might  fall  out,  till  the  fea  would  fettle,  that  he  might  fend  another 
boat  to  know  what  it  was  that  detained  the  firft ;  but  fortune  thwarting  him  in  all 
things,  would  not  allow  us  to  hear  of  one  another ;  and  to  add  to  our  affliction,  it 
happened  that  the  fons  and  kindred  of  Quibio,  whom  we  kept  prifoners  aboard  the 
Ihip  Bermuda,  to  carry  them  to  Spain,  found  means  to  efcape  thus.  At  night  they 
were  kept  under  hatches,  and  the  fcuttle  being  fo  high  that  they  could  not  reach  it, 
the  watch  forgot  to  fallen  it  with  a  chain  as  they  ufed  to  do,  efpecially  becaufe  fome 
feamen  lay  upon  it.  The  prifoners,  therefore,  one  night  gathering  the  ftones  that 
were  in  the  hold  under  the  fcuttle,  and  raifmg  themfelves  on  them,  fet  their  Ihoulders 
againft  it,  and  forced  it  open,  tumbling  thofe  that  lay  on  it  over  and  over ;  and  fome 
of  the  principal  men  leaping  out,  caft  themfelves  into  the  fea.  The  feamen  taking  the 
alarm,  many  of  them  could  not  get  out  ;  and  the  fcuttle  being  faftened  with  the 
chain,  better  care  was  taken  ;  but  thofe  that  remained  in  defpair,  becaufe  they  could 
not  get  off  with  their  companions,  hanged  themfelves  with  the  ropes  they  could  come 
at,  and  fo  were  found  the  next  morning,  their  feet  and  knees  dragging  upon  the 
bottom  of  the  hold,  the  place  not  being  high  enough  for  them  to  hang  without 
touching,  fo  that  all  the  prifoners  aboard  that  fhip  efcaped  or  died.  Though  this 
lofs  was  not  material  to  the  fhips,  yet  befides  that  it  increafed  the  number  of  mif- 
fortunes,  it  was  feared  it  might  be  hurtful  to  thofe  afhore ;  becaufe  Ouibio  would 
willingly  have  made  peace  with  them  to  get  his  children,  and  now  there  being  no 
hoflage  left,  there  was  caufe  to  fufpect  he  would  make  war  with  the  greater  fury. 
Being  thus  afflided  amidft  fo  many  troubles  and  difaflers,  having  nothing  to  truft  to 
but  our  anchors  and  cables,  without  knowing  any  thing  from  fhore,  there  wanted 
not  thofe,  who  faid,  that  fmce  thofe  Indians  only  to  obtain  their  liberty,  had  ven- 
tured to  leap  into  the  fea  above  a  league  trom  ihore,  they  to  fave  tliemfelves,  and 
fo  many  more,  would  be  content  to  fwim  afliore,  provided  that  boat  which  remained 
would  carry  them  as  far  as  where  the  waves  did  not  break.  I  fay  one  boat  re- 
mained, which  was  that  of  the  fliip  Bermuda,  for  that  of  the  Bifcaina  we  faid  be- 
fore was  loft  in  the  fray,  fo  that  they  had  only  that  one  boat  at  prefent  among  the 
three  fliips.  The  admiral  hearing  thefe  feamen's  honcft  propofal,  allowed  of  it,  and 
fo  the  boat  carried  them  within  a  muiquct  fhot  ot  land,  not  being  able  to  go  nearer 
without  great  danger  becaufe  of  the  great  waves  that  broke  on  it.  There  one  Peter 
de  Ledefma,  a  pilot  of  Seville,  threw  himfelf  into  the  water,  and  with  a  good  heart 
got  afhore,  where  he  learnt  the  condition  our  men  were  in,  and  how  they  all  uiiani- 
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moufly  faid,  they  would  not  upon  any  account  remain  there  in  that  forlorn  condition,  and 
therefore  defired  the  admiral  not  to  fiiil  till  he  had  taken  them  off,  for  to  leave  them 
there  was  facrificing  of  them,  and  the  more  becaufe  there  were  already  divifions  among 
them,  and  they  obeyed  neither  the  admiral's  brother  nor  the  captains,  and  all  their 
care  was  upon  the  firft  fair  weather,  to  fecure  a  canoe  and  go  aboard,  becaufe 
this  C(Hdd  not  be  conveniently  done  with  only  one  boat  that  was  left  them  ;  and 
if  the  admiral  would  not  receive  them,  they  would  endeavour  to  fave  their  lives  aboard 
that  fliip  which  was  left  them,,  and  rather  trull  fortune  than  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Indians,  who  would  hihumanly  butcher  them.  With  this  anfwer  Peter  deLedefma 
returned  to  the  boat  which  waited  for  him,  and  thence  to  the  Ihips,  where  he  gave  the 
admiral  an  account  how  matters  flood. 

CHAP.   C.  —  Hozu  the  Admiral  brought  off  the  Men  he  had  left  at  Belem,  and Jlriick 

over  to  Jamaica. 

THE  admiral  underftanding  the  rout,  the  confufion  and  defpair  thofe  afhore  were 
in,  he  refolved  to  flay  and  bring  them  off,  though  not  without  great  danger,  becaufe 
his  fliips  lay  in  an  open  road,  out  of  all  ilielter,  and  without  hopes  of  efcaping,  had 
the  weather  grown  more  boifterous.  But  it  pleafed  God  in  eight  days  he  continued 
there,  the  weather  mended  fo  much,  that  thofe  alhore  with  their  boat  and  large 
canoes  fall  bound  together,  that  they  might  not  overfet,  began  to  gather  thtir  goods, 
and  every  one  ftriving  to  be  none  of  the  laft,  they  ufed  fuch  diligence,  that  in  two 
days  nothing  was  left  afhore  but  the  hulk  of  the  fliip,  which  by  reafon  of  the  worms 
was  unfit  for  fervice.  Thus  rejoicing  we  were  all  together  again,  we  failed  up  that 
coaft  eaihvard ;  for  though  all  the  pilots  vv'ere  of  opinion  that  we  might  return  to  St. 
Domingo  ftanding  away  to  the  north,  yet  only  the  admiral  and  his  brother  knew 
it  was  requifite  to  run  a  confiderable  way  up  that  coaft,  before  they  ftruck  acrofs  that 
gulph  that  is  between  the  continent  and  Hifpaniola,  which  our  men  were  much  dif- 
pleafed  at,  thinking  the  admiral  defigned  direftly  for  Spain,  whereas  he  neither  had 
provifions,  nor  were  his  fliips  fit  _  for  that  voyage.  But  he  knowing  beft  what  was 
fit  to  be  done,,  we  held  on  our  courfe  till  we  came  to  Porto  Bello,  where  we  were  forced 
to  leave  the  fliip  Bifcaina,  it  was  fo  leaky,  being  all  worm-eaten  through  and  through. 
And  holding  along  up  the  coaft,  we  paffed  by  the  port  we  called  Retrete,  and  a  country 
near  which  there  were  abundance  of  fmall  iflands,  which  the  admiral  called  Las  Barbas, 
but  the  Indians  and  pilots  call  that  the  territory  of  the  cacique  Pocorofa :  hence  we 
held  on  ten  leagues  to  the  laft  land  we  faw  of  the  continent,  called  Marmora,  and  on 
Monday  the  ift  of  May  1503,  we  flood  to  the  northward,  the  wind  and  currents  eaft, 
which  made  us  lie  as  near  the  wind  as  we  could.  And  though  all  the  pilots  faid, 
we  ihould  be  eaft  of  the  Caribbee  iiiands,  yet  the  admiral  feared  he  fhould  not  make 
Hifpaniola,  which  proved  fo  ;  for  upon  Wednefday  the  loth  of  the  fame  month  of 
May,  we  were  in  fight  of  two  very  fmall  and  low  iflands,  full  of  tortoifes,  as  was  all 
the  fea  about,  infomuch  that  they  looked  like  little  rocks,  for  which  reafon  thofe 
iQands  were  called  Tortugas  or  Tortoifes.  Sailing  on  northwards,  on  Friday  following 
about  evening,  thirty  leagues  from  thofe  iflands,  we  came  to  thofe  called  Jardin  de  la 
Reina,  or  The  Queen's  Garden,  which  is  a  great  number  of  iflands  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Cuba.  Being  here  at  an  anchor,  ten  leagues  from  Cuba,  with  men  and  trouble 
enough,  becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  eat  but  bifcuit,  with  fome  little  oil  and  vinegar, 
labouring  day  and  night  at  the  pump,  becaufe  the  fhips  were  fo  worm-eaten  they 
were  ready  to  fmk,  a  great  florm  arofe  in  the  night,  and  the  fliip  Bermuda  not 
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being  able  to  ride  it  cut,  ran  foul  of  us,  and  broke  our  fteni  and  its  own  ftern,  and 
though  with  much  difficulty,  becaufe  of  the  roughnefs  of  the  fea  and  high  wind, 
it  pleafed  God  they  got  loofe  from  one  another  ;  and  though  we  caft  all  our  an- 
chors, none  would  hold  but  the  flieet-anchor,  whofe  cable,  when  day  appeared,  we 
found  held  but  by  a  thread,  which  if  the  night  had  lafted  an  hour  longer,  muft  have 
given  way,  and  all  that  place  being  full  of  rocks,  we  could  not  mifs  fplitting  upon 
fome  of  thofe  that  were  allern  us.  But  it  pleafed  God  to  deliver  us  here,  as  he  had 
done  from  many  other  dangers.  And  fo  failing  hence  with  much  toil,  we  came  to  an 
Indian  town  on  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  called  Mataia,  where  having  got  fome  refrefhment, 
we  failed  for  Jamaica ;  for  the  eafl:  winds  and  great  currents  letting  weflward,  would 
not  permit  us  to  ftand  for  Hifpaniola,  efpecially  the  fhips  being  fo  worm-eaten,  that  as 
has  been  faid,  we  never  ceafed  day  and  night  working  at  three  pumps  in  each  of 
them,  and  if  any  one  broke,  whilft  it  was  mending,  we  were  forced  to  fupply  the 
want  of  it  with  kettles.  For  all  this,  the  night  before  Midfummer-eve  the  water  was 
fo  high  in  our  fhip,  that  there  was  no  draining  of  it,  for  it  came  almoft  up  to  the 
deck  ;  and  with  much  labour  we  held  out  in  that  manner  till  day  appearing,  we  put 
into  a  harbour  in  Jamaica  called  Puerto  Bueno,  or  Good  Harbour,  which,  though 
good  to  take  Ihelter  againft  a  ftorm,  had  no  frefh  water,  nor  any  town  near  it. 
Having  made  the  beft  fhift  we  could,  on  the  day  after  the  feafl  of  St.  John,  we 
fet  out  for  another  harbour  eaftward,  called  Santa  Gloria,  or  Holy  Glory,  which 
is  inclofed  with  rocks.  Being  got  in,  and  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  fhips  above 
water,  we  run  them  afhore  as  far  in  as  we  could,  flranding  them  clofe  together 
board  and  boards  and  fhoring  them  up  on  both  fides,  fixed  them  fo  that  they  could 
not  budge  ;  and  in  this  poflure  the  water  came  up  almoft  to  the  deck,  upon  which, 
and  the  poop  and  fore-caftle,  were  flieds  made  for  the  men  to  lie  in,  to  fecure 
ourfelves,  that  the  Indians  might  not  hurt  us,  becaufe  the  ifland  was  not  then  in- 
habited or  fubdued  by  Chrillians. 

CHAP.  CI.  —  How  the  Admiral  fent  Canoes  from  Jamaica  to  Hifpaniola,  to  give  Advice 
that  he  -was  caft  afhore  there  with  his  Men. 

BEING  thus  fortified  in  our  fhips  about  a  bow  fliot  from  land,  the  Indians  who, 
were  a  peaceable  good  natured  people,  came  in  their  canoes  to  fell  provifions,  and  fuch 
things  as  they  had,  for  our  commodities.  Therefore,  that  there  might  not  be  fome 
diforder  committed  among  the  Chriftians,  and  that  they  might  not  take  more  in  ex- 
change than  was  fitting,  and  the  others  might  have  their  due,  the  admiral  appointed 
two  perfons  to  overfee  the  buying  of  fuch  things  as  they  brought,  and  to  divide  daily 
among  the  men  what  was  exchanged,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  left  aboard  to  fubfilt 
on,  as  well  becaufe  mofl  of  the  provifions  were  fpent,  as  for  that  the  reft  were  fpoiled, 
and  fome  loll  when  the  men  came  away  from  Belcm,  where  the  hafle  and  confufion 
hindered  things  being  brought  off  as  they  fliould.  That  we  might  be  fupplied  Avith 
fultenance,  it  pleafed  God  to  direft  us  to  that  ifland,  which  abounds  in  provifions, 
and  is  inhabited  by  Indians,  who  are  willing  enough  to  trade,  and  therefore  they 
reforted  from  all  parts  to  barter  fuch  commodities  as  they  had.  For  this  reafon,  and 
that  the  Chriftians  might  not  difperfe  about  the  ifland,  the  admiral  chofe  to  fortify  him- 
felf  upon  the  fea,  and  not  fettle  a  dwelling  afliore ;  becaufe  we  being  naturally  difo- 
bedient,  no  command  or  punilhment  would  have  kept  the  men  from  running  about 
the  country,  and  into  the  houfes  of  the  Indians,  to  take  from  them  what  they  found, 
and  thus  they  would  have  angered  their  wives  and  children,  which  would  have  caufed 
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quarrels  and  niade  them  our  enemies,  and  the  taking  their  provifions  by  force  would 
have  reduced  us  to  great  want  and  diftrefs.     This  could  not  happen  now,  becaufe 
the  men  were  aboard,  and  there  was  no  going  afliore  without  leave,  which  pleafed  the 
Indians,  who  fold  two  hutties,  which  are   little    creatures  like    rabbits,  for  a  bit  of 
tin,  and  cakes  of  bread  they  call  Zabi,  for  two  or  three  red   or  yellow  glafs  beads  ; 
and  when  they  brought  a  quantity  of  any  thing,  they  had  a  hawk's-bell,  and   fome- 
times  we  gave  a  cacique  or  great  man  a  little  looking  glafs  or  red  cap,  or  a  pair  of 
fciffars  to  pleafe  them.     This  good  order  kept  the  men  plentifully  fupplied  with   pro- 
vifions,  and  the  Indians  were  well  pleafed  with  our  company.     But  it   being   requifite 
to  find  fome  means  to  return  to  Spain,  the  admiral  fometimes  confulted  with  the  cap- 
tains and  principal  men  about   the  means  of  getting  out  of  that  confinement,  and 
at  leaft  returning  to  Hifpaniola ;  for  to  Itay  there  in  hopes  fome  fhips  might  arrive  was 
a  mere  folly,  and  to  think  to  build  a  veffel  was  impoifible,  having  neither  tools  nor 
workmen  fit  to  do  any  thing  to  the  purpofe,  but  what  would  take  up  a  long  time,  and 
not  produce  fuch  a  vefl'el  as  was  fit  to  fail  againft  the  winds  and  currents  that  prevail 
among  thofe  iflands ;  and  therefore  it  had  been  only  time  loft,  and  would  rather  have 
proved  our  ruin  than  relief.     Therefore  after  many  confultations,  the  admiral  refolved 
to  fend  to  Hifpaniola  to  give  an  account  that  he  was  caft  alhore  on  that  ifland,  and  de- 
fired  a  fhip  might  be  fent  him  with  provifions  and  ammunition.     To  this  purpofe  he 
made  choice  of  two  perfons  that  might  perform  it  faithfully  and  courageoufly,  I  fay 
courageoufly,  becaufe  it  feemed  impoffible  to  go  over  from  one  ifland  to  the  other 
in  canoes,  and  there  was  no  other  way  for  it :    thefe  being  boats,  as  has  been  faid 
above  made  of  one  fingle  tree  hollowed,  and  fo  contrived,  that  when  they  are  loaded, 
they  are  not   a  fpan    above    water.       Befides,    they  mull  be  indifferently  large  for 
that  pafTage,  becaufe  little  ones  would  be  more  dangerous,  and  the  biggeft  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  own  weight  were  not  fit  for  a  long  voyage,  or  to  perform  what  was 
defigned.      Two  canoes  fit  for  the  purpofe  being  chofe,  the  admiral  in  July  1503, 
ordered  James  Mendez  de  Segura,  his  chief  fecretary,  to  go  in  one  of  them  with  fix 
Chriflians  and  ten  Indians  to  row,  and  in  the  other  he  fent  Bartholomew  Fiefco,  a 
Genoefe  gentleman,  with  a  like  number  of  men ;    that  as  foon  as  James  Mendez  got 
over  to  Hifpaniola,  he  might  continue  his  journey  to  St.  Domingo   which  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  froni  the  place  where  we  were,  and  Fiefco  might  return  to 
bring  the  news  that    the  other  was  fafe  arrived,  and  we  might  not  be  left   in   fear 
left  fome  difafter    had    befallen   him,  which  there  was  much  caufe  to  fear  ;    confi- 
dering,  as  has  been  faid,  how  unfit  a  canoe  is  to  live  upon  a  rough  fea,  efpecially 
when  there  were  Chriftians  in  it ;  for  if  there  were  none  but  Indians  the  danger  had 
not  been  fo  great,  becaufe  they  are  fo  dextrous,  that  though  a  canoe  overfets,  when 
they   are  half  way  over,   they  turn  it  up  again,  fwimming,  and  get  into  it.       But 
honour  and  neceitity  putting  men  upon  bolder  attempts  than  this,  the  perfons  above- 
mentioned  took  their  way  along  the  coaft  of  Jamaica  to  the  eaftermoft  point  of  it, 
which  the  Indians    call    Aoamaquique,    from  a  cacique  of  that  province  fo  called, 
thirty  three  leagues  from  Maima,  where  we  were.     There  being  thirty  leagues  dif- 
tance  between  the  two  iflands,  and  nothing  in  the  way  but  one  little  ifland  or  rock  eight 
leagues  from  Hifpaniola,  it  was  requifite  to  expect  a  calm,  in  order  to  crofs  over  fo  great 
a  fea  in  fuch  poor  veflels,  which  it  pleafed  God  they  foon  had.     Every  Indian  having 
put  aboard  his  calabafh  of  water  and  carrabi,  or  fuch  provifions  as  they  ufe,  and  the 
Chriflians  with  fwords  and  targets,  and  the  neceflary  fuftcnance,  they  put  out  to  fea  ; 
and  the  admiral's  brother,  who  went  to  that  point  of  Jamaica  to  fee  that  the  Indians  of 
the  ifland  fliould  no  way  hinder  them,  flaid  there,  till  night  coming  on,  he  loft  fight 
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of  them,  and  then  returned  eafily  towards  the  fliips,  in  his  way  perceiving  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  to  converfe  and  be  friendly  with  us. 

CHAP.  CII.  — How  the  Brothers  called  Porras,  with  many  of  the  Men,  tnutinied  againji 
the  Admiral,  faying  they  would  go  to  Spain. 

WHEN  the  canoes  were  gone  for  Hifpaniola,  the  men  left  aboard  the  fhips  began  to 
fall  fick,  as  well  by  reafon  of  the  hardfhips  endured  during  the  voyage,  as  the  change 
of  diet ;  for  at  prefent  they  had  no  Spanifli  provifions,  nor  wine,  nor  flefh,  except  fome 
of  thofe  hutties  we  have  fpoke  of,  they  happened  to  get  in  exchange.  So  that  thofe  who 
were  found,  thinking  it  very  hard  to  be  fo  long  confined,  did  not  forbear  to  mutter 
among  themfelves  in  private ;  faying,  the  admiral  would  return  into  Spain  no  more, 
becaufe  Their  Catholic  Majefties  had  turned  him  off,  nor  much  lefs  into  Hifpaniola,  where 
he  had  been  refufed  admittance  at  his  coming  from  Spain,  and  that  he  had  fent  thofe 
in  the  canoes  into  Spain  to  folicit  his  own  affairs,  and  not  to  bring  fliips  or  other  fuc- 
cours,  and  that  he  defigned  whilft  they  were  foliciting  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  to  ftay 
there  to  fulfil  his  banifliment ;  for  otherwife  Bartholomew  Fiefco  had  been  come  back 
by  this  time,  as  was  given  out  he  w^sto  do.  Befides  they  knew  not,  whether 
he  and  James  Mendez  were  drowned  by  the  way  ;  which,  if  it  had  happened,  they 
fhould  never  be  relieved,  if  they  did  not  take  care  for  it  themfelves,  fince  the 
admiral  did  not  feem  to  look  to  it  for  the  reafon  aforefaid,  and  becaufe  of  the 
gout,  which  had  fo  feized  all  his  Hmbs,  that  he  could  fcarce  ftir  in  his  bed,  much 
lefs  undergo  the  fatigue  and  danger  of  going  over  to  Hifpaniola  in  canoes.  For  which 
reafons,  they  ought  with  a  good  heart  to  fix  their  refolution,  fince  they  were  well, 
before  they  fell  fick  with  the  reft  ;  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  admiral's  power 
to  hinder  them ;  and  being  once  in  Hifpaniola,  they  would  be  fo  much  the  better 
received  by  how  much  the  danger  they  left  him  in  was  greater,  becaufe  of  the 
hatred  and  enmity  borne  him  by  the  commendary  Lares,  then  governor  of  that 
ifland  ;  and  that  when  they  went  into  Spain  they  might  go  to  the  bilhop  D.  John 
de  Fonfeca,  who  would  favour  them,  as  would  the  treafurer  Morales,  who  kept 
for  his  miftrefs  the  fifter  of  thofe  Porrafes,  the  ring-leaders  of  the  mutineers,  and 
chief  fomenters  of  the  fedition,  who  did  not  doubt  but  they  fhould  be  well 
received  by  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  before  whom  all  the  fault  would  be  laid  upon 
the  admiral,  as  had  been  in  the  affairs  of  Hifpaniola  with  Roldan  ;  and  Their  Majefties 
would  rather  feize  him  and  take  all  he  had,  than  be  obliged  to  perform  all  that  was 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  him.  Thefe  and  the  like  arguments  they  ufed  among 
themfelves,  and  the  perfuafions  and  fuggeftions  of  the  aforefaid  brothers,  one  of  whom 
was  captain  of  the  fhip  Bermuda,  and  the  other  comptroller  to  the  fquadron,  prevailed 
with  forty  eight  men  to  join  in  this  confpiracy,  taking  Porras  for  their  captain  ;  and 
every  one  provided  what  he  could  againft  the  day  and  hour  appointed  ;  and  being 
all  ready  with  their  arms,  on  the  2d  of  January  in  the  morning,  the  aforefaid 
captain  Francis  de  Porras  came  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  the  admiral's  fliip,  and  faid 
to  him,  My  lord  what  is  the  meaning,  that  you  will  not  go  into  Spain,  and  will 
keep  us  all  here  perifhing  ?  The  admiral  hearing  thefe  unufual  infolent  words,  and 
fufpeding  what  the  matter  might  be,  very  calmly  anfwered,  he  did  not  fee  which  way 
they  could  go,  till  thofe  that  were  gone  in  the  canoes  fent  a  fliip.  That  no  man 
was  more  defirous  to  be  gone  than  he,  as  well  for  his  own  private  intereft,  as  for 
the  good  of  them  all,  for  whom  he  was  accountable ;  but  that  if  he  had  any  thing 
dfe  to  propofe,  he  would  again  call  together  the  captains  and  principal  men  to  confult, 
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as  had  been  done  feveral  times  before.  Porras  replied  it  was  no  time  to  talk,  but  that 
he  fliould  embark  quickly  or  ftay  there  by  himfelt ;  and  fo  turning  his  back,  added  in 
a  loud  voice,  I  am  going  to  Spain  with  thofe  that  will  follow  me ;  at  which  time  all  his 
followers,  who  were  prefent  began  to  cry  out,  We  will  go  with  you,  we  will  go  with 
you,  and  running  about,  pofl'efled  themfelves  of  the  forecaflle,  poop,  and  round-tops, 
all  in  confufion  ;  and  crying,  Let  them  die  ;  others,  for  Spain,  for  Spain  ;  and  others 
What  fhall  we  do,  captain  ?  Though  the  admiral  was  then  in  bed  fo  lame  of  the  gout 
that  he  could  not  (land  ;  yet  he  could  not  forbear  rifmg  and  (tumbling  out  at  this  noife. 
But  two  or  three  worthy  perfons,  his  fervants,  laid  hold  of,  and  with  labour  laid  him  in 
his  bed,  that  the  mutineers  might  not  murder  him.  Then  they  ran  to  his  brother, 
who  was  courageouily  come  out  with  a  half  pike  in  his  hand  ;  and  wrefting  it  out  of 
his  hands,  put  him  in  to  his  brother,  defiring  captain  Porras  to  go  about  his  bu- 
finefs,  and  not  do  fome  mifchief  they  might  all  fuller  for  ;  that  he  might  be  fatisfied 
they  did  not  oppofe  his  going  ;  but  if  he  fhould  kill  the  admiral,  he  could  not  exped 
but  to  be  feverely  puniflied,  without  hopes  of  any  benefit.  The  tumult  being  fome- 
what  appeafed,  the  confpirators  took  ten  canoes,  that  were  by  the  fhip's  fide,  and 
which  the  admiral  had  bought  all  about  the  ifland,  and  went  aboard  them  as  joyfully 
as  if  they  had  been  in  fome  port  of  Spaing  upon  this  many  more,  who  had  no 
hand  in  the  plot,  in  defpair  to  fee  themfelves  as  they  thought  forfaken,  taking  what 
they  could  along  with  them,  went  aboard  the  canoes  with  them,  to  the  great  forrow 
and  afflifUon  of  thofe  few  faithful  fervants,  who  remained  with  the  admiral,  and  of  all 
the  fick,  who  thought  themfelves  lofl:  for  ever,  and  without  hopes  of  ever  getting  otF. 
And  it  is  certain,  that  had  the  people  been  well,  not  twenty  men  had  remained  with 
the  admiral,  who  went  out  to  comfort  his  men  with  the  bed  words  the  pofture  of  his 
affairs  would  fuggeft  ;  and  the  mutineers,  with  their  captain  Francis  de  Porras,  in  their 
canoes,  went  away  for  the  eafl;  point  of  the  ifland,  whence  James  Mendez  and  Fiefco 
went  over  for  Hifpaniola  ;  and  wherefoever  they  came,  they  infulted  the  Indians,  taking 
away  their  provifions  and  what  elfe  they  pleafed  by  force  ;  and  telling  them,  they 
might  go  to  the  admiral  and  he  would  pay  them,  but  in  cafe  he  did  not,  they  might 
kill  him,  which  was  the  befl  thing  they  could  do-;  becaufehe  was  not  only  hated  by  the 
Chriftians,but  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  mifchief  had  befallen  the  Indians  of  the  other 
ifland,  and  would  do  the  fame  by  them,  if  they  did  not  prevent  it  by  his  death,  for  that 
was  his  defign  in  (laying  there.  Thus  travelling  to  the  eaftermoft  point  of  Jamaica,  the 
firft  calm  they  fet  out  for  Hifpaniola,  carrying  fome  Indians  in  every  canoe  to  row. 
But  the  weather  not  being  well  fettled,  and  their  canoes  overloaded,  they  refolved  to 
return  to  Jamaica  before  they  were  four  leagues  at  fea,  the  wind  turning  againfl  them, 
and  they  being  able  to  make  but  little  way.  Befides,  they  not  being  (kilful  at  ma- 
naging the  canoes,  it  happened  a  little  water  flafhed  in  over  the  fides ;  to  remedy 
which,  they  lightened,  throwing  all  they  carried  over-board  ;  fo  that  nothing  remained 
but  their  arms,  and  as  much  provifion  as  would  ferve  them  back.  The  wind  (till 
fre(hing,  and  they  thinking  themfelves  in  fome  danger,  it  was  refolved  to  murder  the 
Indians,  and  throw  them  into  the  fea ;  this  they  accordingly  executed  upon  fome  of 
them ;  and  others,  who  for  fear  of  death,  trufting  in  their  ikill  in  fwimming,  leaped 
over  into  the  water,  and  being  very  weary  would  hang  by  the  canoes  to  breathe  a  little, 
had  their  hands  cut  off,  and  were  wounded  in  other  parts ;  fo  that  they  butchered 
eighteen,  leaving  only  a  few  alive  to  fteer  the  canoes,  becaufe  they  knew  not  how  to  do 
it.  And  had  not  the  need  they  had  of  them  prevented  it,  they  had  completed  the 
greateft  ad  of  cruelty  imaginable,  leaving  not  one  of  them  alive,  after  they  had  by  in- 
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treaties  and  deceitfully,  dra\vn  them  to  their  affiftance  in  that  dangerous  voyage.  Being 
come  to  fliore,  they  differed  in  opinions ;  for  fome  faid  it  was  better  to  go  to  Cuba,  and 
that  from  that  place  where  they  were,  they  might  take  the  eaft  winds  and  currents 
upon  their  quarter,  and  fo  run  over  without  any  trouble  in  a  fliort  time,  and  fo  crofs 
over  from  thence  to  Hifpaniola,  not  knowing  they  were  feventeen  leagues  afunder  : 
others  faid  it  was  better  to  return  to  the  fliips,  and  make  their  peace  with  the  admiral, 
or  take  from  him  by  force  what  commodities  and  arms  he  had  left  ;  others  were  for 
flaying  till  another  calm,  to  attempt  the  fame  paffage  again.  This  being  thought  the 
beft  advice,  they  flaid  in  that  town  of  Aoamaquique  above  a  month,  waiting  for  fair 
weather,  and  deflroying  the  country.  When  the  fair  weather  came,  they  embarked 
again  twice,  but  made  nothing  of  it,  the  wind  being  contrary.  Being  thus  difappointed 
of  that  paffage,  they  fet  out  towards  the  weft  from  one  town  to  another,  with  an  ill-will, 
without  canoes  or  any  comfort,  fometimes  eating  what  they  found,  and  taking  it 
where  they  could  by  force,  according  to  their  ftrength,  and  that  of  the  caciques, 
through  whofe  territories  they  paffed. 

CHAP.  cm.  —  W/jai  the  Admiral  did  after   the  Mutineers  were  gofiefrom  him,  and 

the  Advantage  he  7nade  of  an  Eclipfe. 

TO  return  to  what  the  admiral  did  :  after  the  rebels  were  gone  he  took  great  care 
that  the  fick  Ihould  be  furnifhed  with  fuch  things  as  were  proper  for  their  recovery,  and 
that  the  Indians  lliould  be  fo  civilly  treated  that  they  might  not  forbear  bringing  pro- 
vifions  to  exchange  for  our  commodities  ;  which  things  were  fo  well  managed,  and 
with  fuch  application  by  him,  that  the  Chriftians  foon  recovered,  and  the  Indians 
continued  fome  days  providing  all  things  plentifully.  But  they  being  a  people  that 
take  little  pains  in  fowing,  and  we  eating  more  in  one  day  than  they  did  in  twenty, 
befides  having  no  longer  any  inclination  to  our  commodities,  and  making  little  account 
of  them,  they  began  in  fome  meafure  to  take  the  advice  of  the  mutineers,  fmce  they 
faw  fo  great  a  part  of  our  men  againft  us,  and  therefore  brought  not  fuch  plenty  of 
provifions  as  we  ftood  in  need  of.  This  brought  us  to  great  diftrefs ;  for  if  we 
would  have  taken  it  by  force,  the  greateft  part  of  us  muft  have  gone  afliore  in 
warlike  manner,  and  have  left  the  admiral  aboard  in  great  danger,  he  being  very  ill 
of  the  gout ;  and  if  we  expected  they  fhould  bring  it  of  their  own  accord,  we  muft 
live  in  mifery,  and  give  ten  times  as  much  for  it  as  we  did  at  firft,  they  knowing 
how  to  make  their  bargains,  as  being  fenfible  of  the  advantage  they  had  over  us. 
But  God,  who  never  forfakes  thofe  that  have  recourfe  to  him,  as  the  admiral  had, 
put  him  in  the  way  how  he  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  all  he  wanted,  which  was 
thus.  He  bethought  himfelf  that  within  three  days  there  would  be  an  eclipfe 
of  the  moon  in  the  firft  part  of  the  night ;  and  then  fends  an  Indian  of  Hifpaniola 
who  was  with  us,  to  call  the  principal  Indians  of  that  province,  faying  he  would 
talk  with  them  about  a  matter  of  concern.  Being  come  that  day  before  the  eclipfe 
was,  he  ordered  the  interpreter  to  tell  them,  that  we  were  Chriftians  and  believed 
in  God,  who  dwelt  in  heaven  and  took  care  of  the  good  and  puniflied  the  wicked : 
that  he  feeing  the  rebellion  of  the  Spaniards,  had  not  permitted  them  to  go  over 
to  Hifpaniola  as  James  Mendez  and  Fiefco  had  done,  but  had  made  them  run 
through  all  thofe  fufferings  and  dangers  all  the  ifland  had  heard  of:  that  as  for  the 
Indians,  feeing  how  negligent  they  were  in  bringing  provifions  for  our  commodities, 
he  was  angry  with  them,  and  had  decreed  to  punilh  them  v/ith  plague  and  famine ; 
which  becaufe  perhaps  they  would  not  believe,  God  had  appointed  to  give  them  a 
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manifefl;  token  of  it  in  the  heaven,  that  they  might  plainly  know  the  punifliment 
■was  to  come  from  him.  Therefore,  he  bid  them  that  night  obferve  when  the  moon 
appeared,  and  they  fliould  fee  her  rife  angry  and  of  a  bloody  hue,  to  denote  the 
mifchief  God  intended  Ihould  fall  on  them.  Having  faid  this  to  them,  the  Indians 
went  away,  fome  afraid  and  others  looking  upon  it  as  an  idle  ftory. ;  but  the  eclipfe 
beginning  as  the  moon  was  rifmg,  and  increafing  the  higher  fhe  was,  the  Indians 
took  notice  of  it,  and  were  fo  frighted  that  they  came  running  from  all  parts  loaded 
with  provifions,  crying  and  lamenting,  and  prayed  the  admiral  by  all  means  to  inter- 
cede with  God  for  them,  that  he  might  not  make  theni  feel  the  effefts  of  his  wrath, 
and  promifing  for  the  future  carefully  to  bring  him  all  he  wanted.  The  admiral  faid 
he  would  fpeak  with  God,  and  Ihut  himfelf  up  whiHl  the  eclipfe  lafted,  they  ftill  cry- 
ing out  to  him  to  afllft  them  ;  and  when  the  admiral  faw  the  eclipfe  began  to  go  off, 
and  the  moon  would  loon  fliine,  he  came  out  of  his  cabin,  faying  he  had  prayed  to  his 
God  for  them,  and  promifed  him  in  their  names  they  would  be  good  for  the  future, 
and  ufe  the  Chriftians  well,  bringing  them  provifions  and  other  neceflaries ;  and  that 
therefore  God  forgave  them,  and  as  a  token  of  it  they  ihould  fee  the  angrinefs  and 
bloody  colour  of  the  moon  would  go  off.  This  proving  fo,  juft  as  he  fpoke  it,  they 
gave  the  admiral  many  thanks,  and  praifed  God,  continuing  fo  till  the  ecHpfe  was  quite 
pafled.  From  that  time  forwards  they  always  took  care  to  provide  all  that  was  necefl'ary, 
ever  praifing  the  God  of  the  Chriftians  ;  for  they  believed  the  eclipfes  they  had  feen  at 
other  times,  had  denoted  mifchiefs  to  befal  them  ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of 
them,  and  that  they  happened  at  certain  times,  not  believing  it  poffible  to  know  on 
earth,  what  was  to  happen  in  the  heavens,  they  certainly  concluded  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians  had  revealed  it  to  the  admiral. 

CHAP.   CIV.  —  Of  another  Mutiny  among  thofe  that    remained   •with    the   Admiral, 
ivhich  was  quelled  by  the  coming  of  a  Vcffelfrom  Hifpaniola. 

EIGHT  months  being  pafTed  after  James  Mendez  and  Bartholomew  Fiefco  went 
away,  and  there  being  no  news  of  them,  the  admiral's  men  were  very  much  caft 
down,  fufpeding  the  worft  ;  fome  faying  they  were  loft  at  fea  ;  others  that  they  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  Hifpaniola  ;  and  others,  that  they  had  died  with  ficknefs  and 
hardfhips  ;  for  from  the  point  of  that  ifland,  which  lay  next  Jamaica,  there  was  above 
one  hundred  leagues  to  St.  Domingo  whither  they  were  to  go  for  relief,  the  way  by 
land  being  over  uncouth  mountains,  and  by  fea  againft  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents. 
To  confirm  their  fufpicion,  fome  Indians  aifured  them  they  had  feen  a  canoe  overfet  and 
carried  on  the  coaft  of  Jamaica  by  the  current,  which  it  is  hkely  had  been  fpread 
abroad  by  the  mutineers  to  make  thofe  that  were  with  the  admiral  defpair  of  get- 
ting oil'.  They  therefore  concluding  for  certain  that  no  relief  would  come  to  them, 
one  Bernard,  an  apothecary  of  Valencia,  with  two  companions,  whofe  names  were 
Zamora  and  Villatoro,  and  moft  of  thofe  that  had  remained  fick,  fecretly  confpired 
together  to  do  the  fame  the  others  had  done  before.  But  almighty  God,  who  knew 
how  dangerous  this  fecond  fedition  muft  be  to  the  admiral,  was  pleafed  to  put  a  ftop 
to  it  by  the  coming  of  a  veifel  fent  by  the  governor  of  Hifpaniola.  It  came  to  an 
anchor  one  evening  near  the  fhips  that  were  a-ground  ;  and  the  captain  of  it,  whofe 
name  was  James  de  Efcobar,  came  in  his  boat  to  vifit  the  admiral,  faying,  the  com- 
mendary  and  governor  of  Hifpaniola  fent  him  his  commendations  ;  and  not  being 
able  fo  foon  to  fend  a  fhip  fit  to  c;\rry  oft"  all  thofe  men,  had  lent  him  in  his  name 
to    vifit    him,    and    prefenting    him   a  calk  of  wine,  and    two   flitches  of  bacon, 
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returned  to  his  caraval,  and  without  taking  any  letter,  failed  away  that  very  evening. 
The  men,  fomewhat  comforted  with  his  coming,  took  no  notice  of  what  they  had 
confpired  to  do  ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  much  wondered  that  the  caraval  had 
ftole  away  fo  privately,  and  in  fuch  hade ;  and  they  fufpefted,  that  perhaps  the  go- 
vernor of  Hifpaniola  would  not  have  the  admiral  go  thither.  He  being  aware  of  it,  told 
them  he  had  fo  ordered  it,  becaufe  he  would  not  go  away  without  carrying  them  all 
off,  which  that  caraval  was  not  big  enough  to  perform  ;  he  being  willing  to  prevent  any 
diforders  his  flay  might  occafion,  from  the  mutineers.  But  the  governor  of  Hifpaniola 
was  afraid  that  if  the  admiral  returned  to  Spain,  Their  Catholic  Majefties  would  reftore 
him  to  his  government,  and  fo  he  ftiould  be  forced  to  quit  it ;  for  which  reafon  he 
would  not  provide,  as  he  might  have  done,  for  the  admiral's  voyage  to  Hifpaniola ; 
and  therefore  had  fent  that  little  caraval  to  fpy  and  obferve  the  condition  the  ad- 
miral was  in,  and  to  know  whether  he  could  contrive  with  fafety  to  have  him  de- 
ilroyed,  which  he  knew  by  what  had  happened  to  James  Mendez,  who  fent  an  account 
of  his  voyage  in  writing,  by  the  caraval,  which  was  as  follows. 

CHAP.  C V.  —  An  Account  of  luhat  happened  to  James  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  in   their 

Voyage. 

JAMES  MENDEZ  and  Fiefco,  fetting  out  from  Jamaica,  that  day  they  found  the 
weather  fettled  calm,  and  fo  held  on  till  night,  encouraging  and  perfuading  the  Indians 
to  row  with  thofe  paddles  they  ufe  inftead  of  oars ;  and  the  weather  being  violently 
hot,  they  would  fometimes  leap  into  the  water  and  fwim,  and  then  come  frefh  again 
to  row.  Thus  holding  on  their  way,  at  funfet  they  loft  fight  of  land,  and  half  the 
Chriftians  and  Indians  taking  their  watch  together  at  night  to  row,  and  take  care  the 
Indians  fhould  not  prove  treacherous,  they  advanced  all  that  night  without  flaying, 
fo  that  when  day  appeared  they  were  all  weary  enough.  But  the  commanders  en- 
couraging their  men,  and  fometimes  rowing  to  give  a  good  example  ;  after  eating 
to  recover  their  ftrength,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  night,  they  fell  to  their  labour  again, 
feeing  nothing  but  fky  and  water.  And  though  this  was  enough  to  afflift  them  fuffi- 
ciently,  yet  we  may  fay  of  them  that  they  were  in  Tantalus  his  condition,  who  having 
water  within  a  fpan  of  his  mouth,  could  not  quench  his  thirft ;  fo  they  were  in 
diftrefs ;  for  through  the  ill-management  of  the  Indians,  and  the  great  heat  of  the 
foregoing  day  and  night,  all  the  water  was  drank  up  without  any  regard  to  the 
future :  and  all  heat  and  labour  being  intolerable  without  drink,  the  higher  the  fun 
afcended  the  fecond  day  after  they  fet  out,  the  more  the  heat  and  thirft  increafed,  fo 
that  by  noon  they  had  no  ftrength  left.  And,  as  upon  fuch  occafions,  the  head  is 
bound  to  fupply  the  defeft  of  the  hands  and  feet ;  fo  by  good  fortune,  the  captains 
found  two  calks  of  water,  wherewath  now  and  then  relieving  the  Indians,  they  kept 
them  up  till  the  cool  of  the  evening,  encouraging  them,  and  affirming  they  ftiould 
be  foon  near  a  fmall  ifland  called  Nabazza,  which  lay  in  their  way  eight  leagues  diftant 
from  Hifpaniola.  This  with  their  extraordinary  thirft,  and  the  labour  of  rowing  two 
days  and  a  night  quite  caft  them  down,  believing  they  had  loft  their  way  ;  for  accord- 
ing to  their  reckoning  they  had  run  twenty  leagues,  and  ought  now  to  be  in  fight 
of  the  ifland.  But  it  was  wearinefs  that  deceived  them,  as  well  becaufe  a  canoe  that 
rows  well  cannot  in  a  day  and  night  row  above  ten  leagues,  as  by  reafon  the  currents 
are  againft  them  that  go  from  Jamaica  to  Hifpaniola,  which  they  always  judge  to  be 
more  that  fuffer  moft  by  it.  Night  being  come,  having  thrown  one  into  the  fea  who 
died  with  thirft,  and  others  lying  Itrctched  out  on  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,they  werefo 
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afllifted  in  mind,  and  fo  weak  and  fpent,  that  they  hardly  made  any  way.  Yet  talc- 
ing fometimcs  fea  water  to  refrefh  their  mouths,  which  we  may  fay  was  the  comfort 
given  our  Saviour  when  he  faid,  I  thirft ;  they  gently  held  on  their  way  till  the  fecond 
night  came  on  without  fight  of  land  :  but  they  being  of  thofe  God  intended 
to  fave,  it  pleafed  him,  that  in  that  time  of  need,  when  the  moon  began  to  rife,  James 
Mendez  perceived  fhe  got  up  over-land,  for  a  little  ifland  covered  her  in  the  nature  of 
an  eclipfe.  Nor  could  they  have  feen  it  otherwife,  becaufe  it  was  fmall,  and  at  that  time 
of  night.  Comforting  them  chearfully,  and  fhewing  them  the  land,  he  fo  encouraged 
them,  fupplying  them  in  their  great  thirft  with  a  little  water  out  of  the  barrels, 
that  the  next  morning  they  found  themfelves  near  the  fmall  ifland,  we  faid  was  eight 
leagues  from  Hifpaniola,  and  called  Nabazza.  They  found  it  to  be  all  round  a  hard 
rock,  and  about  half  a  league  in  circumference.  Landing  there  the  befl  they  could, 
they  all  gave  God  thanks  for  that  mercy  ;  and  there  being  no  fpring  nor  tree,  they 
went  about  taking  up  rain-water  with  their  calabafhes,  which  lay  in  holes  among  the 
rocks ;  which  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fuch  plenty  of,  that  they  filled  their  bellies 
and  veffels  ;  and  though  the  wifer  fort  advifed  the  others  to  ufe  moderation  in  drinking, 
yet  thirfl  made  fome  of  the  Indians  exceed  all  meafure,  whereof  fome  died  there,  and 
others  got  defperate  diftempers.  Having  refted  that  day  till  evening,  diverting  them- 
felves, and  eating  fuch  things  as  they  found  along  the  (hore ;  for  James  Mendez  had 
all  utenfils  to  ftrike  fire,  rejoicing  to  be  in  fight  of  Hifpaniola ;  and  fearing  fome  bad 
weather  might  ftart  up,  they  made  ready  to  put  an  end  to  their  voyage,  and  accordingly 
about  fun-fetting,  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  they  fet  out  towards  Cape  St.  Michael, 
the  nearefl  land  of  Hifpaniola,  where  they  arrived  the  next  morning,  being  the  fourth 
day  after  they  fet  out.  When  they  had  refted  here  two  days,  Bartholomew  Fiefco, 
who  was  a  gentleman  that  Itood  upon  his  honour,  would  have  returned  as  the  admiral 
had  commanded  him ;  but  the  men  who  were  failors,  and  Indians,  being  fpent  and  in- 
difpofed  with  their  paft  labour,  and  drinking  fea-water,  and  thought  they  had  been 
delivered  out  of  the  whale's  belly,  their  three  days  and  nights  anfwering  to  thofe  Jonas 
lay  there,  he  could  not  get  a  man  to  go  with  him.  James  Mendez,  as  being  moft  in 
hafte,  was  gone  up  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  in  his  canoe,  notwithftanding  he  fufFered 
under  a  quartan  ague,  caufed  by  his  great  fufFerings  at  fea  and  at  land  ;  in  that  condi- 
tion, travelling  over  mountains  and  bad  roads,  he  came  to  Xaragua,  which  is  a  province 
in  the  weft  of  Hifpaniola,  where  the  governor  then  was,  who  feemed  to  rejoice  at  his 
coming,  though  afterwards  he  was  tedious  in  difpatching  him,  for  the  caufes  above 
mentioned,  till  after  much  importunity,  it  was  obtained  of  him,  that  he  fhould  give 
James  Mendez  leave  to  go  to  St.  Domingo,  there  to  buy  and  fit  out  a  veiTel  with  the 
admiral's  money  ;  which  fhip  being  by  him  got  ready,  was  fent  to  Jamaica  at  the  latter 
end  of  May  1504,  and  failed  for  Spain,  according  to  the  admiral's  diredion,  to  give 
Their  Catholic  Majefties  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  voyage. 

CHAP.  CVI.  —  How  the  Mutineers  fet  themfelves  aga'mfl   the  Admiral^   and  would 

hear  of  no  Agreement. 

NOW  to  return  to  the  admiral,  who  with  all  his  company  had  now  received  fome 
comfort  and  certain  hopes  of  being  delivered,  by  the  account  of  James  Mendez  his 
arrival,  and  the  coming  of  the  caraval ;  he  therefore  thought  fit  to  make  it  known  to 
the  mutineers,  that  their  jealoufy  ceafing,  they  might  return  to  their  duty.  He  there- 
fore fent  two  men  of  note,  who  had  friends  among  them,  and  knowing  they  would  not 
believe,  or  at  leaft  not  feem  to  believe  the  coming  of  the  caraval,  he  fent  them  part  of 
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the  bacon,  the  captain  of  it  had  prefented  him.  Thefe  two  being  come  where  captain 
Porras  was,  with  thofe  he  confided  mofl  in,  he  came  out  to  meet  them,  that  they 
might  not  move  or  perfuade  the  men  to  repent  them  of  the  crime  they  had  com- 
mitted, imagining,  as  the  truth  was,  that  the  admiral  fent  them  a  general  pardon. 
Yet  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  brothers  fo  to  curb  their  men,  but  that  they  heard 
the  news  of  the  coming  of  the  caraval,  the  health  of  thofe  that  were  with  the  admiral, 
and  the  offers  he  made  them.  After  feveral  confultations  among  themfelves,  and  the 
principal  men,  the  refult  was,  that  they  would  not  truft  to  the  pardon  the  admiral  fent 
them,  but  would  go  peaceably  away  to  Hifpaniola,  if  he  would  promife  to  give  them  a 
{hip  to  go  in,  provided  two  came ;  and  if  there  came  but  one,  he  Ihould  aflign  them 
half  of  it ;  and  in  the  mean  while,  becaufe  they  had  loft  their  clothes  and  commodities 
they  had  to  trade  upon  thefea,  he  Ihould  fhare  what  he  had  with  them.  To  which  the 
meffengers  anfwering,  that  thofe  were  no  reafonable  propofals,  they  interrupted  them, 
faying,  that  fince  it  was  not  granted  them  by  fair  means,  they  would  have  it  by  force. 
Thus  they  difmiffed  the  admiral's  meffengers,  mifinterpreting  his  offers,  and  telling 
their  followers,  that  he  was  a  cruel  revengeful  man ;  and  though  they  feared  nothing 
for  themfelves,  becaufe  the  admiral  durft  not  prefume  to  wrong  them,  becaufe  of  the 
favour  they  had  at  court,  yet  they  had  reafon  to  fear  he  would  be  revenged  on  the  reft, 
under  colour  of  juft  punilhment,  and  that  for  this  reafon :  Roldan  and  his  friends  in 
Hifpaniola  had  not  trufted  him,  nor  his  offers,  and  it  fucceeded  well  with  them,  they 
finding  fo  much  favour,  that  they  had  him  fent  into  Spain  in  irons.  And  that  the 
coming  of  the  caraval,  with  the  news  of  James  Mendez,  might  make  no  impreffion  on 
them,  they  intimated  to  them,  that  it  was  no  true  caraval,  but  a  phantom  made  by  art 
magic,  the  admiral  being  very  fkilful  in  that  art,  alleging,  it  was  not  at  all  likely,  that 
if  it  had  really  been  a  caraval,  the  men  aboard  it  would  not  have  had  fome  further 
difcourfe  with  thofe  about  the  adnffral,  but  would  have  vanilhed  fo  foon.  Nay,  it  was 
more  probable,  that  had  it  been  a  caraval,  the  admiral  himfelf  would  have  gone  aboard 
it,  with  his  fon  and  brother.  With  thefe,  and  other  words  to  this  purpofe,  they  again 
confirmed  them  in  their  rebellion ;  and  then  brought  them  to  refolve  to  repair  to  the 
ftiips  to  take  what  they  found  by  force,  and  fecure  the  admiral. 

CHAP.  CVII.  —  How  the  Mutineers  being  come  to  the  Ships,  the  Admiral's  Brother 
went  out  to  fight  them,  overcame  them,  and  took  Porras  their  Captain. 

THE  mutineers  continuing  obftinate  in  their  wicked  refolution,  came  to  a  town  of 
the  Indians  within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the  fliips,  then  called  Maima,  where  after- 
wards the  Chriftians  built  the  town  they  called  Seville ;  which  the  admiral  under- 
ftanding,  and  being  informed  of  their  defign,  he  refolved  to  fend  his  brother  againft 
them,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  them  by  good  words ;  but  fo  attended,  that  if  they 
offered  him  any  wrong,  he  might  be  able  to  oppofe  them.  To  this  purpofe,  the  lieu- 
tenant drew  out  fifty  men,  well  armed,  and  ready  for  any  fervice.  Thefe  being  come 
to  a  fmall  hill,  a  bow-ftiot  from  the  town  where  the  rebels  were,  fent  thofe  two  before, 
who  had  gone  on  the  firft  meffage,  to  require  them  to  be  peaceable,  and  that  their 
captain  Ihould  come  peaceably  to  a  conference.  But  they  being  nothing  inferior  in 
ftrength  or  number,  and  alnioft  all  feamen,  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  thofe  who 
came  with  the  lieutenant  were  weak  men,  and  would  not  fight  them  ;  therefore  they 
would  not  permit  the  meffengers  to  talk  to  them,  but  with  their  naked  fwords,  and 
the  fpears  they  had,  all  in  a  body,  crying.  Kill,  kill,  fell  upon  the  lieutenant's  party  ; 
fjx  of  the  rebels,  who  were  accounted  the  boldeft,  having  taken  an  oath  not  to  part, 

but 


LII'E    OF   COLON,    BY   HIS   SON.  I5J 

but  go  dire£lly  ngainfl:  the  lieutenant,  for  if  he  were  killed,  ihey  made  no  account  of 
the  reft ;  wherein  it  pleafed  God  they  were  difappointcd  ;  for  they  were  fo  well  re- 
ceived, that  five  or  fix  of  them  dropped  at  the  firft  charge,  muii  of  them  being  of 
thofe  that  aimed  at  the  lieutenant,  who  fell  upon  his  enemies  in  fuch  manner,  that  m 
a  very  fliort  time,  John  Sanchez  de  Cadiz,  from  whom  Quibio  made  his  efcape,  was 
killed,  as  was  John  Barba,  the  firft  I  faw  draw  his  fword  when  they  ran  into  rebellion ; 
and  fome  others  fell  very  much  wounded,  and  Francis  de  Porras  their  captain  was 
taken.  Seeing  themfelves  fo  roughly  handled,  like  bafe  rebellious  people,  they  turned 
their  backs  and  fled  as  faft  as  they  could.  'I'he  lieutenant  would  have  purfued,  had 
not  fome  of  the  chief  men  about  him  been  againft  it,  faying,  it  was  good  to  punifli, 
but  not  fo  feverely,  left  when  he  had  killed  many  of  them,  the  Indians  fliould  think  fit 
to  fall  upon  the  viftors,  fince  he  faw  they  were  all  in  arms,  waiting  the  event  of  the 
fray,  without  taking  either  fide.  The  lieutenant  approving  of  the  advice,  returned  to 
the  (hips,  carrying  along  with  him  the  captain  of  the  rebels  and  fome  other  prifoners, 
where  he  was  well  received  by  the  admiral,  his  brother,  and  thofe  that  had  remained 
with  him,  all  of  them  giving  thanks  to  God  for  that  viftory,  which  they  attributed  to 
him,  and  wherein  the  guilty  had  received  their  jult  punifliment,  and  their  pride  been 
humbled,  none  being  wounded  on  our  fide  but  the  lieutenant  in  his  hand,  and  one  of 
the  admiral's  gentlemen  of  the  chamber,  who  died  of  a  fmall  wound  he  received  with 
a  fpear  in  his  hip.  But  to  return  to  the  rebels,  Peter  de  Ledefma,  that  pilot  we  men- 
tioned above,  who  went  with  Vincent  Yanez  to  Honduras,  and  fwam  afliore  at  Belem, 
fell  down  certain  rocks,  and  lay  hid  that  day  and  the  next,  till  the  evening,  no  body 
aflifting  him,  or  knowing  where  he  was,  except  the  Indians,  who  with  amazement, 
not  knowing  how  our  fwords  would  cut,  with  little  fticks  opened  his  wounds,  one  of 
which  was  in  his  head,  and  his  brains  were  feen  through  it ;  another  on  his  fhoulder, 
fo  large  that  his  arm  hung,  as  it  were,  loofe  ;  and  the  calf  of  one  leg  almoft  cut  oft',  fo 
that  it  hung  down  to  his  ankle  ;  and  one  foot,  as  if  it  had  a  flipper  on  it,  being  fliced 
from  the  heel  to  the  toes.  Notwithftanding  all  which  defperate  hurts,  when  the  In- 
dians difturbed  him,  he  would  fay.  Let  me  alone,  for  if  I  get  up,  &c. ;  and  they  at 
thefe  words  would  fly  in  a  great  confternation.  This  being  known  aboard  the  (hips, 
he  was  carried  into  a  thatched  houfe  hard  by,  where  the  dampnefs  and  gnats  were 
enough  to  have  killed  him.  Here  inftead  of  turpentine,  they  drefled  his  wounds  with 
oil,  and  he  had  fo  many,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  that  the  furgeon  who  drefled 
him  fwore,  that  for  the  firft  eight  days  he  ftill  found  out  new  ones,  and  yet  at  laft  he 
recovered,  the  gentleman  of  the  chamber  dying,  in  whom  he  apprehended  no  danger. 
The  next  day,  being  the  20th  of  May,  all  thofe  that  had  efcaped  fent  a  petition  to  the 
admiral,  humbly  begging  he  would  be  merciful  to  them ;  for  they  repented  them  of 
what  was  part,  and  were  ready  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  him.  The  admiral  granted 
their  requeft,  and  palled  a  general  pardon,  upon  condition  the  captain  fliould  continue 
a  prifoner  as  he  was,  that  he  might  not  raife  another  mutiny.  And  becaufe  they  could 
not  be  fo  eafy  and  conveniently  aboard  the  fliips,  and  there  might  arife  fome  provoking 
words  among  the  common  fort,  which  would  caufe  difturbance,  and  rub  up  old  fores, 
which  might  be  the  caufe  of  frefli  tumults ;  and  becaufe  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to 
quarter  and  maintain  fo  many  men  conveniently,  thofe  few  there  were  beginning  to 
fufter  want,  he  refolved  to  fend  them  a  commander  with  commodities  to  exchange,  that 
he  might  go  with  them  about  the  ifland,  and  contain  them  within  the  bounds  of  juftice^ 
till  fuch  time  as  the  fliips  came,  which  he  daily  expeded. 


VOL.  xti.  x  CHAP, 


1^4  LIFE   OF   COLON,    BY   HIS   SON. 

CHAP.  CVIII.  —  How  the  Admiral  went  over  to  Hi/pafiiola,  and  thence  into  Spain, 
ivhcre  at  Valladolid  it  plcafcd  God  to  take  him  to  himfelf. 

THE  Chriftians  being  all  again  returned  to  their  duty,  and  the  Indians  for  that  fame 
reafon  being  more  careful  to  fupply  them  for  their  commodities,  fome  days  pafled 
which  made  up  a  year  fmce  we  arrived  at  Jamaica,  after  which  there  arrived  a  fhip, 
which  James  Mendez  had  bought  and  fitted  out  at  St.  Domingo  with  the  admiral's 
money,  aboard  which  all  the  men,  as  well  enemies  as  friends,  were  fiiipped,  and  fetting 
fail  on  the  28th  of  June,  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage  with  much  difficulty,  the  winds 
and  currents,  as  we  have  faid  before,  being  very  contrary  to  go  from  Jamaica  to  St. 
Domingo,  where  we  arrived  in  great  need  of  reit,  on  the  13th  of  Auguft  1504,  and 
the  governor  made  a  great  reception  for  the  admiral,  lodging  him  in  his  own  houfe ; 
though  this  was  a  treacherous  kindnefs  ;  for  on  the  other  fide,  he  fet  Porras,  who  had 
headed  the  mutineers,  at  liberty,  and  attempted  to  punilh  thofe  who  had  a  hand  in  ap- 
prehending of  him,  and  to  try  other  caufes  and  offences  that  belonged  only  to  Their 
Catholic  Majefties,  who  had  appointed  the  admiral  captain-general  of  their  fleet ;  and 
yet  he  fawned  upon  the  admiral,  ufing  all  demonftrations  of  kindnefs  in  his  prefence. 
This  lafted  till  our  (hip  was  refitted,  and  another  hired,  on  which  the  admiral,  his 
kindred  and  fervants  embarked,  moll  of  the  reft  remaining  in  Hifpaniola.  We  failed 
on  the  2d  of  September,  and  being  but  two  leagues  at  fea,  the  maft  of  the  fliip  came 
by  the  board ;  for  which  reafon  the  admiral  caufed  it  to  return  into  the  harbour,  and 
we  in  the  other  held  on  our  courfe  for  Spain.  Having  run  about  the  third  part  of  the 
way,  there  arofe  fuch  a  terrible  ftorm,  that  the  ftiip  was  in  great  danger.  The  next 
day,  which  was  the  1 9th  of  October,  the  weather  being  fair,  and  we  very  ftill,  the 
maft  flew  into  four  pieces ;  but  the  courage  of  the  lieutenant,  and  the  admiral's  in- 
genuity, though  he  could  not  rife  out  of  his  bed  for  the  gout,  found  a  remedy  for  this 
misfortune,  making  a  jury-maft  of  a  yard,  and  ftrengthening  the  middle  of  it  with 
ropes,  and  fome  planks  they  took  from  the  poop  and  ftern.  In  another  ftorm  we  fpent 
our  foremaft,  and  yet  it  pleafed  God  we  failed  feven  hundred  leagues  in  that  condition, 
and  arrived  at  the  port  of  St.  Lucar  de  Barremeda,  and  thence  to  Seville,  where  the 
admiral  took  fome  reft  after  the  fatigues  he  had  gone  through  ;  and  in  May  1505,  fet 
out  for  The  Catholic  King's  court ;  for  the  glorious  Queeri  Ifabel  had  the  year  before 
exchanged  this  life  for  a  better,  which  was  no  fmall  trouble  to  the  admiral,  flie  having 
always  favoured  and  fupported  him,  whereas  The  Catholic  King  had  proved  unkind  and 
averfe  to  his  affairs,  which  plainly  appeared  by  the  reception  he  gave  him  ;  for  though 
to  appearance  he  ffiewcd  him  a  favourable  afpeft,  and  pretended  to  reftore  him  to  his 
full  power,  yet  he  would  have  quite  ftript  him  of  all,  had  not  fliame  hindered  him : 
which,  as  has  been  faid,  has  great  power  over  noble  fpirits  ;  ;uid  the  King  himfelf  and 
Queen  had  both  engaged  their  faith  to  him,  when  he  went  upon  his  laft  voyage.  But 
■the  Indies,  daily  more  and  more  difcovering  what  they  were  like  to  be,  and  the  King- 
perceiving  how  great  a  ftiare  fell  to  the  admiral,  by  virtue  of  the  articles  granted  him, 
he  ftrove  to  have  the  abfolute  dominion  in  himfelf,  and  to  difpofe  of  all  thofe  employ- 
ments which  belonged  to  the  admiral,  according  to  his  own  will  and  ple;ifure.  Here- 
upon he  began  to  propofe  new  terms  to  him,  by  way  of  equivalent,  which  God  would 
not  permit  to  take  eifed  ;  becaufe  juft  then  King  Philip  I.  came  to  reign  in  Spain  ;  and 
at  the  time  His  Catholic  Majefty  went  from  Valladolid  to  meet  him,  the  admiral,  much 
oppreffed  with  the  gout,  and  troubled  to  fee  himfelf  put  by  his  right,  other  diftempcrs 
coming  on  hiui,  gave  up  his  foul  to  God  upon  iUccnfion-Day,  being  the  20th  of  May 
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1506,  at  the  aforcfaid  city  of  Valladolid,  having  devoutly  received  all  the  facraments 
of  the  church,  and  ikid  thefe  words  laft,  "  Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  commend  my 
fpirit ;"  which,  through  his  infinite  mercy,  we  do  not  qucflion  but  he  received  into  his 
glory  :  to  which  may  he  admit  us  with  him ! 

His  body  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  Seville,  and  there  by  the  Catholic  King's  order 
magnificently  buried  in  the  cathedral,  and  an  epitaph  in  Spanifli  cut  on  his  tomb,  in 
memory  of  his  renowned  adions,  and  difcovery  of  the  hidies.    The  words  are  thefe : 

«  A  CASTILIA,  YA  LEON,  NUEVO  MUNDO  DIO  COLON." 

That  is, 
"  Colon  gave  Caftille  andXeon  a  new  World." 

Words  well  worth  obferving,  becaufe  the  like  cannot  be  found  either  among  the 
ancients  or  moderns. 

It  will  therefore  be  ever  remembered,  that  he  was  the  difcoverer  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
though  fince  then,  Ferdinand  Cortez  and  Francis  Pizarro  have  found  out  many  other 
provinces  and  vail  kingdoms  on  the  continent ;  for  Cortez  difcovered  the  province  of 
Yucatan,  and  the  city  of  Mexico,  called  New  Spain,  then  poflefled  by  the  great  Monte- 
zuma, emperor  of  thofe  parts ;  and  Francis  Pizarro  found  out  the  kingdom  of  Peru, 
which  is  of  a  vaft  extent,  and  fu]l  of  endlefs  wealth,  which  was  under  the  dominion  of 
the  great  King  Atabaliba.  From  which  countries  and  kingdoms  there  came  every  year 
into  Spain  many  fhips  laden  with  gold,  filver,  brazil,  cochineal,  fugar,  and  many  other 
commodities  of  great  value,  befides  pearls  and  other  jewels,  which  are  the  caufe  that  at 
this  time  Spain  and  its  princes  flourifh  and  abound  in  wealth. 


X  i  THE 


(     iS6     ) 
THE  DISCOVERIES  AND  SETTLEMENTS 

MADE  Br  THE  ENGLISH 

IN  DIFFERENT  PARTS  OF  AMERICA,  FROM  THE  REIGN  OF  HENRY  VII. 
TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THAT  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH ; 

INTERSPERSED    WITH 

Various  Remarks  on  the  Progrefs  of  our  Trade  and  naval  Power,  and  the  DifTiculties  which  the 
Nation  had  to  druggie  with  in  their  firlt  Attempts*. 

CHAP.  I.  — 1.  The  H'lflory  of  Madoc,  one  of  the  Princes  of  Wales,  and  his  fiippofed  Difco- 
"very  of  America  fet  in  a  true  Light,  and  vindicated  from  fame  groundlefs  Rcfledions 
made  thereon  by  foreign  Writers. — 2.  The  generous  Difpofitio7i  of  King  Henry  VII.  ivitb 
refped  to  encouraging  Difcoveries  ;  and  the  Voyages  of  John  and  SebajFian  Cabot,  in  his 
Service,  ichofrjivijitedthe  Continent  of  A?nerica. — 3.  The  Voyage  of  Sebajlian  Cabot, 
for  the  Difcovery  of  a  North-wefi  Paffage,  in  which  he  failed  along  the  Coafl  of  that 
Part  of  North  America,  to  which  the  Spaniards  afterivards  gave  the  Name  of  Florida. 
— 4.  The  Voyage  of  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  Vice  Admiral  of  England,  and  Sebajlian  Cabot,  to 
Brazil,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Weft  hidies. — 5.  The  firjl  Attempt  of  Mr.  Hore, 
Merchant  of  London,  to  ejlahlijld  a  Colony  in  Newfoundland  ;  the  ftrange  Misfortunes 
he  met  with,  and  a  memorable  Injlancc  of  the  Jujiice  atidGcneroJity  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
— 6.  The  feveral  Voyages  of  Captain  William  Hawkins  to  Brazil,  and  afingular  Proof  of 
his  Abilities  and  Integrity. — 7.  AfuccinB  Account  of  the  Difcoveries  and  maritime  Expe- 
ditions to  America,  under  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  VI. — 8;  That  Hi/lory  continued 
during  the  Reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  her  Confor.t,  King  Philip. — 9.  The  Methods 
taken  for  extending  our  Trade,  and  making  Settlements  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. — 10.  An  Account  of  i)ir  Francis  Drake's  giving  the  Name  of  New  Albion, 
to  a  Country  lying  in  the  northern  Part  of  California,  ami  the  Importance  of  that  Dif- 
covery.—  II.  The  firJl  Settlement  of  Newfoundland,  with  a  flwrt  Account  of  the  Na- 
ture thereof,  and  the  Advantages  which  have  accrued  from  the  Fijhery  upon  its  Coajls 
to  this  Nation. — 12.  The  firjl  Attempt  to  fettle  Virginia,  under  the  Diredion  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  with  an  Account  of  that  Colony. — 13.  The  feveral  Voyages  of  Captain 
John  Davis,  and  the  great  Difcoveries  made  by  him  in  North  America. — 14.  Sir  JJ'alter 
Raleigh's  Expedition  to  Guiana ;  the  Confequences  of  that  Expedition,  and  Remarks 
thereupon. — 15.  Other  remarkable  naval  Tran fusions,  within  the  Compafs  of  that 
Reign,  relating  to  this  Subjecl. — 16.  A  fuccind  Viezu  of  the  State  of  our  'Trade  to 
America,  at  the  Time  of  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth. —  1 7.  Remarks  and  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  principal  Events  mentio?ied  in  the  foregoing  Section. 

I.  ''r'HE  glory  of  having  firll  difcovercd  f;ir  diflant  countries,  and  adding 
JL  thereby  to  the  knowledge  and  connncrce  of  mankind,  has  always  had 
charms  fvifRcient  to  invite  different  nations  to  put  in  their  claims,  even  though 
they  have  not  been  extremely  well  founded.  When  America  was  firll  made 
known,  it  occafioned  abundance  of  enquiries  ;  and,  as  it  was  natural,  recalled  to  many 

•  Harris  ii.  189. 

people's 
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people's  remembrances  and  confiderations,  ftories  which  had  before  been  deemed  fcarce 
worthy  of  notice  :  aniongft  the  reft  our  nation  put  in ;  and  the  tale  told  in  favour  of 
us,  as  it  is  the  carlieft  in  point  of  time,  feems  to  meiit  relation  as  well  or  better 
than  any  other.  In  fliort,  this  flory  ailcrts  tliat  Madoc  Prince  of  Wales,  was  the 
firft  difcoverer  of  America,  and  the  detail  of  his  expedition  rilns  thus :  He  flou- 
nftied  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  was  fon  of  Owen  Guyneth,  Prince  of  North 
Wales  ;  his  brethren  raifing  a  civil  war  about  the  divifion  of  his  father's  dominions, 
he  chofe  rather  to  go  to  fea  with  a  few  of  his  friends,  and  feek  out  new  habitations, 
than  run  the  hazard  of  what  might  happen  in  this  difpute.  Accordingly,  about 
the  year  1170,  fleering  due  weft,  and  leaving  Ireland  on  the  north,  he  came  to  an 
unknown  country,  where  he  fettled  a  colony  ;  and  returning  thence  into  Wales,  carried 
a  fecond  fupply  of  people,  but  was  never  heard  of  more. 

That  the  country  he  went  to  was  really  America,  is  more,  I  think,  than  can  be 
thoroughly  proved  ;  but  that  this  tale  was  invented  after  the  difcovery  of  that 
country,  on  purpofe  to  fet  up  a  prior  title,  is  moft  certainly  falfe.  Meredith  ap 
Rees,  who  died  in  1477,  and  was  a  famous  Welch  poet,  compofed  an  ode  in  honour 
of  this  Madoc,  wherein  was  contained  im  account  of  his  difcoveries.  Now  as  this 
was  feveral  years  before  Colon  made  his  firft  voyage,'  we  may  be  lure  that  this 
was  really  a  Britifti  tradition,  and  no  tale  of  late  contrivance.  Some  foreign  writers 
indeed,  have  fuggefted  that  this  was  a  pure  invention,  defigned  to  prejudice  the  repu- 
tation of  the  great  difcovery  made  by  Colon  ;  but  in  this  they  rather  (liew  their 
malice  to  us  than  difcover  ours ;  for  beyond  all  doubt  the  Welch  had,  and  have  ftill, 
fuch  a  tradition,  and  thei;efore  fome  wifer  and  better  informed  critics  have  endeavoured 
to  prove  that  it  was  not  America,  but  Greenland,  to  which  our  Welch  Prince  failed. 
In  proof  of  which  thev  have  obferved  that  this  country  was  well  known  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  though  it  was  afterwards  loft. 

But  with  fubmiifion  to  thefe  great  men,  this  ftory  does  not  at  all  anfwer  their 
purpofe ;  for  it  is  evident,  the  courfe  does  by  no  means  agree  ;  fince  if  he  had 
failed  to  that  country  he  could  not  have  left  Ireland  to  the  north.  1  have  feen  a 
very  ingenious  difcourfe  upon  this  fubje«5l,  in  which  is  fuggefted,  that  Prince 
Madoc  landed  in  fome  part  of  Florida  ;  that  in  procefs  of  time,  the  colony  he 
planted  there  proceeded  round  by  land,  and  reached  the  northern  parts  of 
Mexico,  which  country  they  conquered,  and  were  thofe  foreign  anceftors  of  the 
Mexicans,  of  whom  we  have  heard  fo  much  from  the  Spanilh  writers  that  have 
recorded  the  adventures  of  Cortes,  and  with  which  the  reader  is  fo  well  acquainted, 
that  there  is  no  need  of  our  faying  any  thing  more  of  them  here,  except  it  be  this, 
that  feveral  Brililh  words  have  been  difcovered  in  the  old  Mexican  tongue,  and 
that  no  other  European  nation  can  Ihew  a  better  founded  tradition  than  this ;  for 
the  truth  of  which,  however,  I  am  very  far  from  contending. 

2.  If  there  had  been  really  any  defire  in  the  Englifti  nation  to  conteft  the  title 
of  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  country  of  America,  it  might  have  been  undoubtedly 
fixed  upon  a  much  better  foundation ;  for,  in  the  life  of  Don  Chriftopher  Colon, 
written  by  his  fon  in  the  reign  of  our  King  Henry  the  Vlllth,  it  is  exprefsly  laid,  that 
this  great  man  fent  his  brother  Bartholomew  into  England,  to  offer  his  difcovery  to 
King  Henry  MI.  and  he  did  accordingly  prefent  a  map,  dated  the  13th  of  February 
1488,  to  that  monarch  ;  and  having  explained  to  him  his  brother's  defign,  and  what  he 
propofed  thereby,  it  was  readily  accepted  ;  and  Don  Bartholemew  was  fent  to  invite  his 
brother  into  England,  with  an  affurance  that  the  King  would  grant  him  all  he  defired. 
'I'his  agreement   was  four   years  before    the  voyage  of  Colon  in  the  fervice  of  Their 
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Catholic  Majefties,  and  therefore  had  we  been  fo  much  inclined  to  hunt  for  titles  to  this 
new-found  country,  here  had  been  a  fair  pretence.  But  King  Henry  the  Vllth.  was  of 
,  another  difpofition  ;  and  though  he  was  a  prince  much  addided  to  encourage  fuch  kind 
of  ufeful  undertakings,  he  fcorned  to  aim  at  reaping  the  fruits  of  other  princes'  adven- 
tures ;  and  therefore  he  contented  himfelf,  after  miffing  by  mere  accident.  Colon's 
difcovery,  with  inviting  other  feamen  of  known  reputation,  to  enter  into  his  fervice  for 
like  purpofes. 

Amongft  thefe  was  John  Cabot  citizen  of  Venice,  who  had  been  )ong  fettled  at 
Briftol,  and  who  thought  himfelf  capable  of  performing  as  a  feaman  things,  little,  if 
at  all  fhort  of  what  Colon  had  done.  He  accordingly  applied  himfelf  to  the  King, 
who,  by  patent  inrolled,  dated  the  5th  of  March,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1495,  granted  to  the  faid  John  Cabot,  and  his  three  fons, 
Lewis,  Sebaftian,  and  Sancias,  authority  to  fail  with  five  Ihips  of  what  burthen  and 
ftrength  they  thought  fit,  upon  difcoveries  to  the  eaft,  weft  and  north  ;  giving  them 
the  full  property  of  fuch  country  or  countries  as  they  fhould  difcover,  with  this 
refervation  only,  that  they  fhould  return  to  Briftol,  and  that  they  fhould  pay  him 
the  fifth  part  of  the  neat  profits  of  their  voyage ;  in  confideration  of  which  they  were 
to  have  the  exclufive  right  to  the  countries  fo  difcovered,  to  which  no  other  Englifli 
fubjeds  were  to  trade,  but  by  their  leave  and  licence.  But  the  year  before  that  patent 
was  granted,  that  is  in  1494,  John  Cabot,  with  his  fon  Sebaftian,  had  failed  from 
Briftol  upon  difcovery,  and  had  adually  feen  the  condnent  of  Newfoundland,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vifta,  or  Firft  Seen.  And  on  the  2.(th  of  June 
in  the  fame  year  he  went  afhore  on  an  ifland,  which,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on 
that  day,  he  called  St.  John's  ;  and  of  this  ifland  he  reported  very  truly,  that  the 
foil  was  barren,  that  it  yielded  little,  and  that  the  people  wore  bear-fkin  cloaths, 
and  were  armed  with  bows,  arrows,  pikes,  darts,  wooden  clubs,  and  flings  ;  but 
that  the  coaft  abounded  with  fifh ;  and  upon  this  report  of  his,  the  beforementioned 
patent  was  granted. 

3.  The  next  voyage  made  for  difcovery  was  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  the  fon  of  John, 
concerning  which  all  our  writers  have  fallen  into  great  miftakes,  for  want  of  com- 
paring the  feveral  accounts  we  have  of  this  voyage,  and  making  proper  allowances 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  were  written  ;  fmce  I  cannot  find  there  was  ever  any 
diftinfl:  and  clear  account  of  this  voyage  publifhed,  though  it  was  of  fo  great  con- 
fequence.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  Cabot  himfelf  kept  no  journal  of  it  by 
him  ;  fmce  in  a  letter  he  wrote  on  this  fubjeft,  he  fpeaks  doubtfully  of  the  very  year 
in  which  it  was  undertaken,  though,  from  the  circumftances  he  relates,  that  may  be 
very  certainly  fixed.  On  the  3d  of  February,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  VII,  a  new  grant  was  made  to  John  Cabot,  by  which  he  had  leave  given 
him  to  take  fhips  out  of  any  of  the  ports  of  England,  of  the  burden  of  two  hundred 
ton,  to  fail  upon  difcoveries ;  but  before  this  could  be  effedted,  John  Cabot  died  ;  and 
Sebaftian,  his  fon,  applied  himfelf  to  the  King,  propofing  to  difcover  a  north-weft  paftage, 
as  he  himfelf  tells  us ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  had  a  fliip  manned  and  viftualled  at 
the  King's  expence  at  Briftol,  and  three  or  four  other  fhips  were  fitted  out  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fome  merchants  of  that  city,  particularly  Mr.  Thorne  and  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot. 
But  whereas  Sebaftian  Cabot  himfelf  fays,  that  he  made  this  voyage  in  the  fummer  of 
1496,  he  muft  be  miftaken,  and  he  very  well  might,  fpeaking  from  his  memory 
only ;  and  to  prove  this  I  need  only  obferve,  that  this  date  will  not  at  all  agree 
even  with  his  own  account  of  the  voyage ;  for  he  fays  exprefsly  it  was  undertaken 
alter  his  father's  death  ;  who,  as  we  have  fhewn,  was  alive  in  the  February  following  j 
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ib  that  it  was  the  fummer  of  the  year  1497,  in  which  he  made  this  voyage ;  and  what 
he  afterwards  relates  of  his  return,  proves  this  likewife. 

But  we  have  a  direct  and  clear  authority  as  to  this  fact,  which  is,  that  of  Robert 
Fabian,  who  tixes  this  voyage  of  Scbaltian  Cabot's  to  the  month  of  May  1497.  And  on 
the  I  ith  of  June,  the  fame  year,  he  failed  as  higli  as  fixty  feven  degrees  thirty  minutes, 
finding  the  fea  Itill  open,  and  he  thought  that  he  might  this  way  have paifed  through  into 
the  South  Seas,  but  his  crew  mutinied,  which  forced  him  to  return  into  the  latitude  of 
fifty  fix  degrees,  and  from  thence  he  ran  down  to  thirty  eight  degrees,  along  the  coall' 
of  the  continent  of  America,  which,  as  he  exprefsly  fiys,  was  afterwards  called  Florida, 
where  provifions  growing  fhort,  he  returned  into  Fjigland,  touching  by  the  way  at 
Newfoundland.  On  his  return,  he  fays,  he  found  the  nation  in  much  confufion,  and 
great  preparations  making  for  a  war  in  Scotland,  which  agrees  exaftly  with  Grafton's 
Chronicle,  who  places  thefe  preparations  under  the  mayoralty  of  William  Purchafe, 
that  is,  to  the  year  before-mentioned ;  and  Robert  Fabian  fays  farther,  that  in  the 
14th  year  of  King  Henry  VII.  there  were  three  men  brought  to  the  king,  taken  in  the 
new-found  ifland,  which  he  before  mentioned,  who  were  cloathed  in  beaft-fkins,  eat 
raw  flelh,  fpoke  a  ftrange  uncouth  tongue,  and  were  very  brutifh  in  their  behaviour  ; 
but  he  farther  adds,  that  he  faw  thefe  people  himfelf  two  years  afterwards,  and  that 
they  were  then  cloathed  like  Fngliflimen,  and  he  could  not  have  known  them  to  be 
otherwife,  if  he  had  not  been  informed  that  thefe  were  the  men  brought  over  by  Se- 
baftian  Cabot. 

Thus,  with  the  utmoft  exaftnefs  I  could  ufe,  I  have  fet  this  matter  in  its  true  light, 
and  have  thereby  fliewn,  that  he  was  not  only  the  firft  perfon  who  attempted  a  north- 
weft  paflage ;  and  fliewed  thereby  that  he  underftood  Colon's  principles,  but  was 
iikewife  the  firft  difcoverer  of  the  continent  of  America,  which  Colon  did  not 
fee  till  a  year  after,  as  well  as  the  firft  difcoverer  of  Florida,  which  country  was 
not  fo  called  till  the  year  1512;  when,  as  we  have  before  flievra,  it  was  vifited 
by  John  Ponce  de  Leon,  who  took  poffeflion  of  it  for  the  King  of  Spain,  and  ufu- 
ally  pafles  for  the  firft  difcoverer.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  Sebaftian 
Cabot  clearly  afiirms,  that  his  voyage  was  made  to  difcover  a  north-weft  paflage ; 
which  notion  of  his  gave  light,  as  is  acknowledged  even  by  foreign  authors,  to 
Ferdinand  Magellan ;  and  induced  him  confidently  to  affirm,  that  fuch  a  paflage 
might  be  found  by  the  South,  which  he  happily  effefted  twenty-two  years  after  this 
attempt  made  to  the  north  by  Sebaftian  Cabot. 

I  cannot  fay  that  any  great  ufe  can  be  made  of  this  kind  of  knowledge,  but  there 
feems  to  be  no  reafon  why  we  fliould  not  pique  ourfelves  upon  knowing  thefe 
matters  with  as  much  exactnefs  as  ftrangers ;  who,  by  dipping  into  our  accounts, 
pretend  to  great  knowledge  in  thefe  matters,  and  very  often  impofe  upon  fuch  as 
will  not  rake  into  their  own  old  mufty  antiquities,  but  pay  an  implicit  regard  to  the 
bold  affertions  of  modern  authors ;  by  taking  the  contrary  method,  and  refolving  to 
be  fatisfied,  even  in  trifles,  we  come  to  judge  accurately  and  truly  of  the  deferts 
both  of  our  o\ni  and  of  foreign  nations ;  fo  as  to  yield  the  preference  to  fome, 
and  maintain  our  juft  rights  againft  others.  As  for  inftance,  though  we  cannot  dif- 
pute  with  the  Spaniards  the  actual  difcovery  of  America ;  yet,  we  may  fairly  deny, 
what  the  prefent  geographer  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  aflerts,  that  we  rejedtcd  Colon's 
propofal ;  and  we  may  likewife  call  him  to  a  fevere  account,  for  placing  the  vdy- 
ages  of  Sebaftian  Cabot  to  Florida,  twenty-fix  years  later  than  he  fliould  have  placed 
them,  from  the  accounts  given  by  Ramufio,  Gomara,  Peter  Martyr,  and  other  au- 
thors, whom  he  either  had  not  read,  or  ought   to  have  read,  before  he  took  upon  him 
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to  write  on  this  fubjeft ;  of  which,  though  he  writes  fenfibly,  yet  this  will  not  excufe 
his  writing  untruths. 

Sebaftian  Cabot  is  by  many  of  our  writers  pofitively  affirmed  to  be  an  Englifliman, 
born  at  Brifiiol ;  but  the  Italians  as  pofitively  claim  him  for  their  countryman,  and  fay  he 
was  born  at  Venice ;  which,  to  fpeak  impartially,  I  believe  is  the  truth  ;  for  he  fays 
himfelf,  that  when  his  father  was  invited  over  to  England,  he  brought  him  with  him, 
though  he  was  then  very  young.  His  voyage  for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-weft 
paflage,  gained  him  fo  great  a  reputation,  that  he  was  invited  into  Spain,  and  em- 
ployed by  Their  Catholic  Majefties,  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  in  a  voyage  for  the  dif- 
covery of  the  coafts  of  Brazil,  in  which  he  had  much  better  fuccefs  than  Americus 
Vefpucius,  who  miifed  the  river  of  Plate,  whereas  Cabot  found  it,  and  failed  up  it 
three  hundred  and  fixty  miles,  which  gained  him  fuch  a  charafter  at  the  court  of 
Their  Catholic  Majefties,  that,  on  his  return,  he  was  declared  piloto  maggiore,  or 
grand  pilot  of  Spain ;  and  refided  feveral  years  at  Seville  with  that  character,  and  had 
the  examination  and  approbation  of  all  the  pilots  intrufted  by  that  government. 

4.  Yet,  after  fome  years,  he  thought  fit  to  return  into  England,  and  was  employed 
by  King  Henry  VIII,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  who  was  vice-admiral  of 
England ;  and  built  a  fine  houfe  near  Blackwall,  called  Poplar  ;  which  name  ftill  re- 
mains, though  the  houfe  is  long  ago  decayed.  This  voyage  of  his  was  in  1 5 1 6,  on 
board  a  ftiip  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  with  another  of  the  hke  fize,  in  which  he 
proceeded  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  afterwards  vifited  the  Spanifti  iflands  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico ;  in  the  latter  of  which  they  traded,  and  paid  for 
what  they  had  by  the  exchange  of  veflels,  made  of  pewter,  as  we  learn  from  Oviedo ; 
who,  notwithftandnig,  aflerts  that  this  veffel  was  a  privateer,  whereas,  in  fad,  fhe  was 
a  frigate  fitted  out  at  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  expence  for  difcovery. 

It  is  a  very  great  misfortune  that  we  have  not  a  clearer  and  more  diftincl  account  of 
this  expedition ;  fmce  it  very  plainly  appears  from  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  that 
great  expectations  were  raifed  by  it,  and  that  the  mifcarriage  occafioned  a  good  deal  of 
noife  and  fome  reflections ;  but  they  did  not  fall  upon  Cabot,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing note,  taken  from  a  book,  publiflied  by  Mr.  Richard  Eden,  whofe  collections  led 
the  way  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Ilackluit,  and  which  book  was  publiihed  in  1553.  "  If  manly 
courage,"  faith  he,  (like  unto  that  which  hath  been  feen  in  your  Grace  as  well  in 
foreign  realms,  as  alfo  in  this  our  country,)  "  had  not  been  wanting  in  others,  in  thefe 
our  days,  at  fuch  time  our  Sovereign  Lord  of  noble  memory.  King  Henry  VIII.,  about 
the  fame  year  of  his  reign,  furniflied,  and  fent  out  certain  fliips,  under  the  governance 
of  Sebaftian  Cabot,  yet  hving,  and  one  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  whofe  faint  heart  was  the 
caufe  that  the  voyage  took  none  effeCt ;  if,  I  fay,  fuch  manly  courage,  whereof  we 
have  fpoken,  had  not  at  that  time  been  wanting,  it  might  happily  have  come  to  pafs, 
that  that  rich  treafury  called  Perularia,  which  is  now  in  Spain,  in  the  city  of  Seville, 
and  fo  named,  for  that  in  it  is  kept  the  infinite  riches  brought  thither  from  the  new- 
found land  of  Peru,  might  long  fincc  have  been  in  the  Tower  of  London,  to  the  King's 
great  honour  and  wealth  of  this  realm."  I  do  not  find  that  this  worthy  gentleman 
left  England  after  this ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  remained  here,  and  promoted,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  whatever  defigns  were  fet  on  foot  for  the  encouragement  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  our  commerce ;  fo  that,  as  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  fliew  hereafter,  he  may 
be  truly  reputed — ^Thc  great  mafter  of  Englifti  feamen,  and  the  father  of  our  colonies 
and  commerce. 

It  was  this  great  man  that  ftill  kept  up  an  opinion,  which,  he  had  himfelf  firft  enter- 
tained, that  fome  paflage  there  was  into  the  South  Seas,  by  the  north-weft ;  and  upon 
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this  fubject  he  wrote  \\  ith  ib  much  good  fenie  aiul  ilrength  of  reafon,  that  if  the  fhips, 
which,  while  I  am  writing  this  paragraph,  have  failed  in  fearch  of  this  paflTage,  fhould 
fucceed,  the  honour  of  the  difcovery  will  redound  to  him  ;  and  therefore  it  is  but 
juit  to  take  this  opportunity  of  reviving  his  reputation.  His  dilcourfes  had  fuch  an 
cffeil  on  King  Henry  VIII.,  a  Prince  of  vaft  natural  parts,  great  learning,  and  ftrongly 
inclined  to  heroic  undertakings,  that  he  refolved  to  fend  another  fliip,  or  more,  on  the 
difcovery,  which  he  did  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign.  Both  Hall  and  Grafton, 
in  their  Chronicles,  fpeak  of  this ;  and  tell  us,  that  on  mature  deliberation,  the  King 
fitted  out  two  fair  fliips,  which  failed  from  the  port  of  London,  on  the  20th  of  May 
1527  ;  but  not  a  word  of  the  captain's  name,  or  of  the  ftrength  of  thefe  fliips  ;  the  only 
particular  we  have  is,  that  the  King  lent  feveral  cunning  men  on  board  them.  We 
are  to  uiulerftand,  by  cunning  men,  pcrlons  fkilled  in  the  mathematics ;  who,  with  the 
common  fort  of  people,  paffed  now,  and  long  after,  for  cunning  men  and  conjurers. 

The  worthy  Mr.  Hackluit  has  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  fupply  us  with  fome 
circumflances  of  this  expedition,  but  to  very  little  purpofe ;  and,  noiwithftanding  all 
his  inquiries  from  perfons  who  lived  in  and  near  thofe  times,  could  obtain  no  other 
fatisfadion  than  this,  that  a  canon  of  St.  Paul's  who  was  reputed  a  great  mathematician, 
was  one  of  the  principal  perfons  concerned,  and  actually  had  took  a  Ihare  in  the  voyage  ; 
but  to  this  reverend  perfon's  name,  both  Sir  Martin  Frobiflier  and  Sir  Richard  Allien, 
who  were  Mr.  Hackluit's  authors,  were  ftrangers  ;  one  of  them,  however,  remembered 
the  name  of  the  biggeft  fhip,  which  was  Dominus  Vobifcum,  or  "I'he  Lord  with  them, 
which  agrees  very  well  with  the  other  part  of  the  ftory,  that  the  chief  promoter  of  this 
voyage  was  a  priefl.  Thefe  fhips  failing  very  far  to  the  north-weft,  the  largeft  of 
them  was  cafl  away  in  the  mouth  of  a  \'ery  large  gulph,  very  probably  in  the  entrance 
to  Hudibn's  Bay,  and  there  periflied  ;  the  other,  having  coafted  along  the  illand  of 
Cape  Britton  (fo  they  wrote  it  then)  returned  in  Odober  following,  and  brought  a 
large  account  of  the  places  they  had  fcen,  and  of  the  hardfliips  they  had  undergone. 

It  appears  from  thence,  that  thefe  early  attenipts  to  difcover  new  countries,  and  ex- 
tend our  commerce,  were  attended  with  great  difficulties,  much  beyond  thofe  that  were 
met  with  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  which  may  be  attributed  to  feveral  different 
caufcs,  and  amongll  others  thefe :  Our  Ihipping  was  then  but  mean,  though  both  the 
lungs  whom  Cabot  ferved  appeared  to  be  very  defirous  of  having  a  naval  force,  fince 
Henry  VII.  had  fpent  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  in  building  one  large  fhip,  and  his  fon 
Henry  VIII.  added  feveral  others  to  the  navy  ;  yet  I  think  our  fliips  were,  generally 
fpeaking,  larger  than  thofe  of  mofl  of  our  neighbours ;  but  very  probably  they  were 
built  abroad,  and  neither  in  form  nor  in  materials  were  fit  for  thofe  feas  to  which  they 
were  navigated.  The  ikill  of  our  feamen  could  not  be  very  great  at  this  time;  for  as 
in  all  other  praftical  cafes,  fo  in  this,  nothing  advances  people  fo  faft  as  experience,  and 
therefore  I  reckon  that  the  want  of  this  was  a  great  deficiency  in  thefe  times  ;  we  may 
add,  that  we  purfued,  with  incredible  diligence,  thofe  difcoveries  that  carried  us  into 
dangerous  and  difagreeable  climates,  which  was  direftly  contrary  to  the  praftice  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguefe ;  befides  thofe  voyages  produced  little  or  no  advantage,  fo 
there  was  nothing  to  provoke  the  common,  or  even  the  trading,  fort  of  people,  to  en- 
gage in  them :  and  laftly,  King  Henry  VIII.  was  bent  upon  finding  a  north-wefl  paf- 
itige,  that  he  might  have'a  way  of  his  own  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  and  not  be  obliged  to 
follow  the  rout  either  of  the  Spaniards  or  of  the  Portuguefe. 

'5.  It  was  this  inclination  of  the  King's  that  produced  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  of  dif- 
covering  and  fettling  in  thefe  northern  parts,  let  the  dangers  be  what  they  would,  or 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  ever  fo  many  or  apparent ;  a  very  ffrong  inftance  of 

VOL.  XII.  Y  which 


1 62  DISCOVERIES   AND    SETTLEMENTS 

which  occurred  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  is  the  moft  remarkable  pai- 
fage  in  it  to  our  purpofe ;  one  Mr.  Hore,  a  merchant  of  London,  a  man  of  good  fa- 
mily, confiderable  fortune,  great  courage,  and  very  well  verfed  in  moft  of  the  branches 
of  the  mathematics,  was  refolved  to  undertake  a  voyage,  and  attempt  a  fettlement  on 
Newfoundland,  and  to  go  thither  himfelf.  He  no  fooner  made  this  intention  of  his 
known,  than  he  received  all  the  countenance  and  encouragement  from  the  crown  that 
he  could  expedl ;  and  as  this  gave  much  credit  to  the  expedition,  fo,  in  a  fliort  time, 
abundance  of  young  gentlemen,  of  good  fortunes  and  diftinguiflied  families,  offered  to 
fhare  both  the  expence  and  danger  of  the  undertaking. 

Among  thefe  were  Mr.  Wickes,  a  weft-country  gentleman  of  five  hundred  marks 
a  year  ;  Mr.  Tuck,  a  Kentifti  gentleman  of  fortune ;  Mr.  Tuckfield,  Mr.  Thomas 
Butts,  fon  of  Sir  William  Butts,  the  King's  firft  phyfician ;  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Biron, 
Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  Raftal,  (brother  to  Serjeant  Raftal,)  and  fevcral  others  ;  who  went 
with  Mr.  Hore  in  the  largeft  of  his  two  ftiips,  the  Trinity,  of  the  burden  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  tons :  in  the  iefler  fliip  went  Mr.  Armigall  Wade,  a  young  gentleman 
of  great  hopes,  and  much  learning  ;  Mr.  Oliver  Dawebney,  of  London,  merchant ;  and 
Other  perfons  of  charader,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  in  both  vefl'els.  About  the  end  of 
April  1536,  all  things  were  ready  ;  the  Trinity  and  Minion  fit  to  fail,  and  the  whole  of 
both  fhips'  company,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  muftered  at  Gravef- 
end  ;  after  which  they  went  with  much  ceremony  on  board. 

They  foon  after  failed,  and  arrived  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  at  Cape  Breton  ; 
from  whence  they  failed  round  a  great  part  of  Newfoundland  to  Penguin  ifland,  in 
the  latitude  of  about  fifty  degrees,  as  they  computed ;  but  which  lies,  truly,  in  fifty 
degrees  forty  minutes ;  where  they  found  great  plenty  of  thofe  fowls,  from  whence 
the  ifland  takes  its  name :  they  afterwards  went  on  ftiore  upon  the  eaft-fide  of  New- 
foundland, and  had  an  accidental  view  of  a  boat  full  of  the  favages  that  inhabited  that 
country,  whom  they  purfued  both  by  fea  and  land,  but  were  not  able  to  overtake  them. 
They  ftaid  here  till  their  viduals  began  to  grow  very  ftiort,  and  being  then  afraid  to 
truft  themfelves  at  fea  in  fuch  a  condition,  they  delayed  going  on  board  till  they  were 
in  fuch  diftrefs  that  they  adually  eat  one  another ;  that  is  to  fay,  fome  killed  their 
companions  privately  in  the  woods,  hid  them,  and  then  roafted  and  eat  their  flefti 
fecretly,  till  this  horrid  praftice  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  their  captain,  he,  by  a 
moft  judicious  and  pathetic  fpeech,  brought  them  to  refolve  rather  to  live  upon  grafs 
and  herbs  than  fubfift  by  this  deteftable  method  any  longer. 

But  it  fell  out  foon  after,  that  a  French  fhip  put  in  there  well  manned  and  well 
vidlualled,  of  which  our  countrymen  refolved  to  take  advantage,  being  weary  of  a 
country  in  which  they  had  endured  fuch  miferies ;  and  therefore,  watching  a  fair  op- 
portunity, they  poflfelfed  themfelves  of  the  French  fliip,  and,  leaving  their  own,  failed 
diredly  for  the  coaft  of  England.  They  returned  fafely,  and  arrived  at  St.  Ives  in 
Cornwall  about  the  end  of  Oftober ;  and  then  the  gentlemen,  difperfing  themfelves, 
returned  to  London  ;  but  fo  much  altered  by  their  fatigues,  that  Sir  William  Butts, 
and  his  wife  could  not  know  their  fon,  but  by  a  particular  mark  upon  his  knee.  We 
had  never  known  a  word  of  this  ftrange  adventure,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  Richard 
Hackluit,  who  rode  two  hundred  miles  to  gain  thefe  particulars  from  the  mouth  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Butts,  the  only  perfon  then  living,  who  had  a  ftiare  in  that  expedition  ; 
and  no  wonder,  fince  it  was  fifty-three  years  afterwards  that,  he  obtained  this  com- 
munication. There  is  another  circumftance  relating  to  this  unfortunate  enterprise, 
which  muft  by  no  means  be  omitted. 

Some  naonths  after,  the  Frenchmen  came  to  England,  with  a  dreadful  complaint, 
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that  the  F.nglifh  had  ran  away  with  their  fliip,  and  had  left  them  to  llarve,  if  they  had 
not  fupported  themfelves  by  Hfhing.  King  Henry  examined  very  clofely  into  the  affair, 
and  finding  that  extreme  want  was  the  foie  caufe  of  an  action,  otherwife  inexcufabie, 
he  fatislieii  the  French,  to  the  full  extent  of  their  demands,  out  of  his  own  coffers, 
and  pardoned  in  his  own  fubjecls,  that  wrong  which  necefTity  forced  them  to  commit. 
Thefe  were  very  hard  beginnings ;  and  yet  to  thefe  we  owe  our  Newfoundland 
trade ;  and,  I  think,  it  is  much  to  the  honour  of  the  Englifh  nation,  that  without 
having  any  of  thofe  encouragements  which  the  Spaniards  met  with  from  the  very  be- 
ginning, they  continued  to  purfue  thofe  expeditions  for  difcovery  ;  till  in  the  end  they 
met  with  thofe  rewards  which  they  fo  well  deferved. 

6.  Within  this  dark,  period  of  time,  for  the  accounts  of  our  rifmg  navigation  have 
been  mofl  imperfedly  tranfmitted  to  poflerity,  there  were  numbers  of  Englifhmen, 
who,  with  very  little  profpeft  of  private  advantages,  fpread  themfelves,  by  the  help  of 
foreign  fliipping  into  all  parts  of  the  world ;  that,  by  their  inquiries  and  obfervations, 
they  might  be  able  to  underftand  how  trade  was  managed,  and  maritime  affairs  con- 
duced, in  other  countries  ;  that,  in  time,  by  their  informations,  the  hke  advantages 
might  accrue  to  their  own ;  of  which  voyages  and  travels,  there  are  many  fhort  notes 
collefted  in  Hackluit,  which  do  great  honour  to  thefe  times,  and  ought  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  worthy  perfons,  who,  with  fo  much  labour  and  hazard,  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  naval  ftrength  and  glory. 

Thefe  notices  fopn  roufed  adive  and  induftrious  perfons  to  try  what  ufe  could  be 
made  of  fuch  helps,  and  perhaps  the  reader  will  not  think  his  time  mifpent  in  reading 
an  inflance  of  this  kind.  Mr.  William  Hawkins,  the  father  of  the  famous  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  the  grandfather  of  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  both  eminent  feamen,  was  him- 
felf  an  officer  in  the  navy  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  for  his  merit  much  efteemed 
by  that  Prince,  made  about  the  middle  of  his  reign  three  profperous  voyages  to  Guinea 
and  Brazil ;  in  the  laft  of  thefe,  having  fome  dealings  with  a  prince  or  chief  of  the 
Brazilians,  he  expreffed  a  defire  of  feeing  England  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  (hewed  a 
fufpicion  of  his  not  obtaining  leave  to  come  home  again  ;  to  cure  which,  Captain 
Hawkins  very  readily  ofiered  to  leave  Mr.  Martin  Cockram,  of  Plymouth,  who  flood 
next  to  himfelf  in  efteem  with  the  Indians,  as  a  hoftage,  which  offer  was  readily  ac- 
cepted. 

This  Brazilian  chief  he  brought  over,  and  prefented  to  his  mafter  King  Henry,  who 
received  him  kindly,  entertained  him  courteoufly,  and  difmiffed  him  generoufly,  after  a 
year's  ftay  in  England.  But  it  fo  fell  out,  in  his  pafTage  home,  that,  either  through 
change  of  air,  fhortnefs  of  provifions,  or  fome  other  misfortune,  the  Indian  chief  died  ; 
which  threw  the  Englifh  into  great  concern,  from  an  apprehehfion  that  Mr.  Cockram 
would  be  either  punifhed  with  death,  or  detained  during  life,  upon  account  of  this 
accident :  but  the  thing  fell  out  better ;  for  upon  hearing  what  the  Englifh  had  to  al- 
ledge,  the  favages  readily  obferving,  that  it  was  far  from  being  likely  that  they  would 
return  to  their  country  if  they  had  treated  their  king  amifs,  and  that  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  preferve  his  life,  if  attacked  by  ficknefs,  they  freely  fet  their  hoflage  at  li- 
berty, kindly  entertained  the  men,  and  furnifhed  the  fhip  with  a  fufficient  cargo  for 
England,  which  encouraged  other  merchants  to  trade  to  the  unfettled  ports  of  Brazil, 
(by  which  I  mean  the  ports  not  yet  in  the  poffefTion  of  the  Portuguefe,)  and  this  from 
feveral  places,  viz.  Briflol,  Southampton,  and  London,  during  all  the  latter  part  of  this 
monarch's  reign,  who  muff;  be  allowed  to  have  had  a  very  public  fpirit  with  regard  to 
maritime  concerns,  for  the  improvement  of  which  he  fpared  neither  pains  nor  treafure. 

7.  bi  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth  the  court  was  fplit  into  fadions,  which 
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neceflkrily  occaiioned  difputes  and  divifions  among  the  people ;  lb  that  the  times  were 
by  no  means  favourable  for  new  and  great  undertakings,  or  even  for  the  improvement 
of  thofe  branches  of  commerce,  which  were  but  newly  opened ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
feems  that  feveral  perfons  who  were  entrufted  with  offices  by  the  lord  high  admiral, 
and  fuch  as  had  the  care  and  dirctlion  of  the  cuftoms,  laid  heavy  burdens  upon  thofe 
that  engaged  in  the  Iceland  and  Newfoundland  fifheries ;  and  took  fuch  large  fums  for 
licences,  and  under  other  pretences,  as  had  like  to  have  ruined  the  former,  which  was 
an  old  trade,  and  greatly  difcouraged  the  latter,  which  was  a  new  one. 

Upon  complaint  of  this  .to  parliament,  the  matter  fell  under  a  clofe  examination,  as 
appears  from  fome  papers  of  Sir  William  Cecil,  which  are  yet  in  being  ;  lor  there  are 
no  Journals  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfc  oi  Commons  fo  early  as  this  time  pre- 
ferved :  but  from  the  papers  before  mentioned,  we  are  informed,  that  this  complaint 
was  made  bv  the  weft-country  members,  and  by  a  burgefs  from  Yarmouth  in  Norfolk  ; 
and  thereupon,  a  law  was  made  in  the  year  i  ^48,  and  the  fecond  of  that  Prince's  reign, 
by  which  it  was  enaded,  that  every  officer  who  fliould,  for  the  time  to  come,  extort, 
procure,  or  receive  any  fum  of  money  from  a  merchant,  mafter  of  a  fliip,  facl:or,  or 
tifherman,  for,  or  under  colour  of,  granting  him  leave  or  licence  to  hfh  in  the  North 
Seas,  on  the  coafls  of  Iceland,  or  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  fliould,  for  the  firft 
offence,  forfeit  treble  the  fum  fo  extorted  ;  and  for  the  fecond,  fhould  fuffer  fine  and 
ranfom  at  the  King's  pL^afure. 

The  fame  year  the  King  was  pleaied  to  grant  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  ,his  old  fervant,  by 
the  advice  and  counfel  of  his  uncle,  Edward  Duke  of  Somerfet,  the  office  of  grand 
pilot  of  England,  with  a  fee  of  one  hundred  fixty-lix  pounds  thirteen  and  four  pence, 
to  be  paid  him  quarterly  at  the  exchequer  ;  which  fhews,  that  thefe  kind  of  fervices 
were  flill  regarded  ;  and  that  in  fuch  intervals  of  peace,  as  the  miniftry  then  had,  they 
were  mindful  of  the  intered  of  their  country,  and  inclined  to  do  what  lay  in  their  power 
to  promote  navigation  and  commerce.  But  they  were  ftill  hurt  by  a  too  earneft  defire 
fo  grafp  at  the  whole  trade  of  the  Indies,  which  induced  them  to  lillen  to  all  the  pro- 
pofals  made  for  difcovering  either  a  north-eaft  or  a  north-well  palfage  ;  and  by  bending 
all  their  ftrength  that  way,  negleded  thofe  undertakings  that  were  eafier,  and  which 
might  have  been  carried  into  execution  at  a  much  lighter  expence.  This  was  owing  to 
Mr.  Sebaftian  Cabot,  who  firft  ftarted  the  notion  of  a  pafl'age  into  the  South  Seas  by 
the  north-weft,  and  who  fell  very  readily  into  the  other  projeft  of  finding  a  paffage  into 
the  Indian  Ocean  by  the  north-eaft. 

He  was  at  that  time  mafter  of  the  great  company  erctted  for  the  benefit  of  commerce, 
under  the  title  of  Merchant-Adventurers  for  the  Difcovery  of  New  Lands,  and  the 
great  oracle,  as  he  deferved  to  be,  of  all  the  feafaring  people  •,  and  this  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  pufhing  that  point  which  he  had  moft  at  heart,  the  importance  of  which  he 
underftood  better  than  any  man,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  nobody  had  gone 
farther,  or  managed  an  expedition  with  greater  difcretion.  But  this  turn  diverted  the 
whole  attention  of  the  (late  to  this  point,  and  this  alone,  as  if  nothing  liad  been  worth 
difcovering  but  a  paffiige  to  the  Spice  Iflands ;  while  in  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards 
attacked  and  fubdued  a  very  great  part  of  both  the  continents  of  America.  If,  inftead 
of  this,  the  endeavours  of  the  feamen  in  that  reign  had  been  applied  to  the  profecuting 
what  C'abot  had  fo  well  begun,  I  mean  the  entire  difcovery  of  Florida,  and  the  coun- 
tries adjacent,  it  muft  have  ended  in  a  fettiement  on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  wiiich  might 
probably  have  been  attendee!  with  verv  great  advantages. 

It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that  the  fchemes  which  were  profecuted  had  a  very 
fair  appearance  of  fuccefs,  and  I  think  it  may  be  allowed  alfo,  by  fuch  :is  take  the  pains 
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to  perufe  Mr.  Cabot's  Inftrudions  to  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  that  no  man  ever  con- 
ceived with  greater  ilrength  of  jiulgmcnt,  or  exprefled  himitlt  in  clearer  terms,  than 
lie  di(i.  I  might,  to  prove  this,  give  an  extrad  uf  ihefe  Inftruc^lions  ;  but  it  would  he 
heiiiie  my  prelbnt  purpofe,  and  giving  the  reader  no  more  than  what  he  may  already 
find  in  Hackluit ;  whereas  I  aim  at  afibrding  him  new  lights,  without  tranicribing  other 
people's  labours,  except  where  I  am  under  a  neccflity  of  doing  it.  It  mufl  be  ad- 
initted,  that  though  the  prol'ecution  of  thel'e  projeds,  for  linding  a  north-ealt:  and  a 
north-weft  pafi'age,  were  not  either  of  them  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  though  they 
confunicd  a  great  treafure,  and,  which  is  much  more  to  be  regretted,  were  attended 
with  the  lols  of  leveral  excellent  captains  and  many  able  feamen,  the  profits  which  the 
nation  reaped  might  be  truly  laid  to  countervail,  in  fome  meafure,  even  the  vaft  ex- 
pences  theie  voyages  occafioned. 

As  for  inftance:  we  opened,  by  our  attempts  to  find  a  north-ealt  palTage,  the  tratle 
to  Archangel ;  and,  for  fome  time,  engrolfed  the  valuable  commerce  of  the  Ruflian 
empire  :  and  even  to  the  north-weft  our  difcoveries  were  of  great  confequence,  and  led 
i;s  to  a  more  diftinct  knowledge  of  that  part  of  the  world  than  any  other  nation  has 
attained,  infomuch  that  I  tliink  it  may  be  truly  laid,  it  is  of  all  our  labours  that  which 
has  fliewn  our  excellency  in  point  of  feamanfliip  moft ;  and,  if  our  prefent  attempt  for 
difcovering  ?.  paifage  through  Hudfon's  Bay  fliould  prove  fuccefsful,  as  I  lincerely  be- 
lieve it  will,  we  ftiidl  have  no  reafon  to  blame  thofe  who  from  time  to  time  have  puftied 
this  defign  with  fo  much  vigour ;  becaufe  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  whenever  it 
is  attended  with  fuccefs,  it  will,  in  a  very  few  years,  repay  this  nation  all  that  flie  has 
expended  for  ages  upon  this  account. 

We  may  from  hence  fee  how  much  thefe  expeditions  for  difcovery  are  preferable  to 
much  more  expenfive  expeditions  in  purfuit  of  projects  dictated  by  political  views ; 
for  in  thefe  hft  we  wafte  fhips,  men,  treafure,  and  all  to  little  or  no  purpofe ;  whereaSj 
with  refpe<5t  to  the  former,  whether  we  fucceed  or  not  in  our  main  point,  we  are  fure 
of  maknig  fuch  incidental  advantages  as,  fooner  or  later,  make  us  ample  amends  for 
the  pains  we  take ;  fo  that  a  maritime  power  cannot  follow  a  wifer  courfe  than  to  en- 
courage all  fuch  projects,  or  employ  her  naval  forc(>  better  than  in  attempting  fuch  of 
them  as  have  a  probable  appearance  :  becaviie  this  nourifhes  and  keeps  alive  that  aclive, 
penetrating,  enterprifing  ipirit,  which  is  fo  neceflary  to  a  ftate  like  ours,  and  which 
will  always  be  attended  with  advantages  upon  the  whole,  though  in  many  particular 
inftances  it  may  not  be  attended  vith  fuccefs.  But  it  is  now  time  to  proceed  from 
thefe  reflexions  which  naturally  flow  from  the  confideration  of  what  was  done  by  our 
ftatefmcn  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  to  thofe  of  the  like  kind  that  occupied  the 
thoughts  both  of  our  politicians  and  people,  in  the  reign  of  his  filter  and  fucceflbr ;  in 
fpcaking  of  which,  though  a  beaten  topic,  I  hope  to  ftrike  out  fevered  things  that 
are  new. 

S.  As  there  were  feveral  of  King  Edward's  miniiters  employed  by  Queen  Mary,  fo 
we  find  that  in  the  reign  of  this  Princefs  the  fame  meafures  were  purfued,  and  the  fame 
attention  ftiewn  for  new  difcoveries,  and  for  giving  all  the  affiflance  that  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  to  fnch  as  engaged  in  thefe  undert;ikings.  But  after  the  mar- 
riage between  the  Oueen  and  King  Philip  of  Spain  took  place,  we  began  to  grow  much 
better  acquainted  with  all  circumftances  relating  to  the  Weft  Indies  than  in  former 
times,  and  it  became  flifliionable  at  Court  to  read  and  underftand  whatever  had  been 
publiflied,  in  any  language,  relating  to  the  conquefts  and  difcoveries  of  the  Spaniards; 
but  becaufe  tlio  number  was  not  great  of  fuch  as  could  penifc  and  underftaiul  th.ofe 
works  in  the  originid  languages,  feveral  perfoas  took  pains  to  tranflate  them  into  Eng- 
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lifh,  and  to  epitomife  them,  that  they  might  be  read  with  the  greater  facility  ;  amongit 
thefe  were  Mr.  Richard  Eden,  who  compofed  one  of  the  firft;  Colleftions  of  Travels 
that  was  ever  pubhfhed  in  our  language,  and  which  was  afterwards  revifed,  correfted, 
and  augmented,  by  Mr.  Edward  Willes.  Several  other  pieces  of  the  fame  kind  came 
abroad  ;  and  feveral  of  the  Spanilh  officers  that  attended  their  King  hither  took  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  fet  forth  the  exploits  of  their  nation  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  our  fea 
officers,  with  whom  they  converfed,  did  not  fail  to  make  their  advantage  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes,  and  to  gain  fuch  knowledge  of  the  fituation  things  were  in  throughout  all  their 
dominions  in  America,  as  afterwards  colt  the  Spaniards  very  dear. 

This  intercourfe  with  that  nation  alfo  furniffied  many  Englifhmen  with  opportunities 
of  going  to  their  fettlements,  and  of  obtaining  fuch  lights  with  refped  to  their  navigation 
and  commerce,  as  proved  afterwards  of  the  higheft  ufe.  But  notwithftanding  all  this, 
our  trade  and  naval  power  fuffered  deeply  by  this  conneftion  between  the  two  nations, 
which  not  only  hindered,  during  that  reign,  thofe  voyages  we  had  formely  made  to 
America  from  being  purfucd,  but  involved  us  likewife  in  a  tedious,  dangerous,  and 
unneceflary  war  with  France ;  by  which  we  not  only  loft  the  important  fortrefs  ot 
Calais,  but  alfo  fuffered  deeply  in  our  Ihipping ;  fo  that  it  appears  by  fome  fragments 
which  ftill  remain  of  fpeeches  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  loud  com- 
plaints were  made  on  this  fubjefl  in  parliament  by  the  citizens  of  London  efpecially, 
whofe  loffes  were  greater  than  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  by  thofe  miftaken 
meafures. 

Yet  fuch  branches  of  our  commerce  as  did  not  immediately  interfere  with  that  of 
Spain  were  greatly  favoured  in  this  reign,  in  which  the  Ruffian  merchants  were  incor- 
porated, and  Sebaftian  Cabot  appointed  their  governor  for  life ;  and  a  Ruffian  ambaf- 
fador,  who  came  over  hither,  was  treated  with  great  diftindion  both  by  the  King  and 
Queen  ;  which  procured  us  fiiitable  returns,  by  the  granting  extraordinary  privileges  to 
fuch  merchants  and  fubjefts  of  England  as  traded  in  any  part  of  that  extenfive  empire. 
The  trade  to  Guinea,  likewife,  met  with  fome  countenance  from  the  Court,  by  which 
means  the  Ihipping  engaged  therein  was  increafed,  and  many  more  traders  drawn  to  be 
concerned  therein  ;  fo  that  as  great  a  fpirit  in  this  refpeft  appeared  as  could  well  be  ex- 
pected ;  while  the  trading  corporations  throughout  the  kingdom  were  expofed  to  great 
inconveniences,  by  taking  their  ffiips  for  the  public  fervice ;  for  fo,  at  that  time, 
affifting  King  Philip  was  called,  though  it  was  evidently  againft  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  it  was  our  want  of  fuccefs  in  that  war  which  faved  the  balance  of  Europe, 
which  muft  have  been  totally  loft,  if  he  had  compaffed  his  defign,  and  ruined  the  power 
of  France ;  fo  that  hi  fa£t,  our  naval  force  was  employed  againft  itfelf,  of  which  the 
Queen's  minifters  were  fenfible  ;  but  as  for  the  Queen  herfelf,  flie  was  governed  by  an 
odd  principle,  which  was  that  of  making  the  beft  wife  in  the  world  to  one  of  the 
worft  of  huftDands  :  but,  very  luckily  for  the  nation,  ffie  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  misfor- 
tunes that  attended  this  injudicious  war,  and  particulary  of  the  lofs  of  Calais,  that  it 
broke  her  heart,  and  thereby  made  way  for  that  great  and  glorious  reign  which  re- 
ilorcd  the  face  of  our  affairs,  revived  our  languiffiing  commerce,  re-eftabliffied  our 
naval  power,  and,  by  the  happy  iffue  of  a  long  and  bloody,  but  neceffary  and  prof- 
perous,  war  againft  Spain,  fecured  our  own  liberties  and  preferved  thofe  of  Europe. 

9.  Queen  Elizabeth  fucceeded  to  the  crown  by  the  death  of  her  fifter,  in  the 
month  of  November  1558  ;  and,  from  the  very  beginning  of  her  reign,  made  the  naval 
power  of  this  nation  her  peculiar  care.  She  began  with  putting  the  fmall  remains  of 
the  navy  into  the  beft  condition  poffible  ;  provided  a  fafe  harbour  in  the  river  Mcdway 
for  their  reception,  and  erefted  a  new  caftle  for  their  protedion.     She  likewife  took 
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care  to  have  a  fmall  fquadron  at  fea  as  foon  as  poflible  ;  and  knowing  that  by  a  hafty 
breach  with  Spain  flie  might,  and  indeed  mufl,  expofe  her  naval  ftrength  to  the  danger 
of  being  crufhed  by  a  fuperior  force,  fhe  very  wifely  chofe  to  diflemble  her  refentments 
agaiiilt  that  Crown,  and  to  provide  for  the  increafe  of  the  feamcn  and  fhipping  of  her 
kingdom,  before  fhe  difcovered  thofe  refolutions  which  fhe  carried  afterwards  into  exe- 
cution with  fo  much  honour  to  herfelf,  and  fo  much  advantage  to  her  people.  I  the 
rather  take  notice  of  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  only  ftroke  of  the  (Queen's  policy  which  has 
efcaped  our  hiflorians,  who  either  overlooked  or  mifunderftood  it ;  and  therefore,  as  it 
very  nearly  concerns  my  fubjeft,  I  fhall  fet  it  in  a  full  and  clear  light. 

At  the  beginning  of  her  reign  the  Queen  had  feveral  enemies  to  deal  with  ;  fome 
who  declared  openly  againft  her,  and  others  who  fecretly  fought  her  ruin.  Among 
th*e  former  were  the  French,  to  whom  at  that  time  Scotland,  in  virtue  of  a  marriage 
between  Queen  Mary  and  the  French  King,  in  fome  meafure  belonged.  At  the  head 
of  the  latter  was  King  Philip  of  Spain,  one  of  the  greateft  politicians  that  ever  fat  upon 
a  throne,  who  knew  the  value  of  England,  had  in  fome  meafure  poffeffed  it,  and, 
which  was  not  at  all  wonderful,  had  no  mind  to  lofe  it.  His  firft  projedt  for  keeping 
it  was,  by  marrying  Elizabeth,  as  he  had  done  her  fifler,  in  which  finding  himfelf  de- 
ceived, his  next  project  was  to  conquer  it,  from  which  he  never  departed.  The 
Queen,  when  fhe  rejeded  the  firfl,  forefaw  the  lafl,  and  refolved  to  pz'ovide 
againft  it,  which  fhe  knew  could  no  other  way  be  done  but  by  obtaining  a  great 
naval  force. 

To  arrive  at  this,  flie  firft  of  all  contrived  to  amufe  Spain  by  carrying  on  the  war 
with  France,  in  which  fhe  did  the  fame  thing  her  fifter  did ;  and  yet  the  one  was  the 
worft,  the  other  the  wifeft  meafure  that  ever  was  taken.  Queen  Mary  really  meant  to 
ruin  and  diftrefs  the  PVench,  and  was  above  all  things  delirous  of  recovering  Calais  ; 
and  this  from  a  miftaken  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation.  Queen  Elizabeth  made 
an  artificial  war  againft  France  to  increafe  her  own  naval  ftrength,  by  encouraging  her 
fubjefts  to  take  prizes,  and  that  fhe  might  have  an  opportunity  of  lecuring  Scotland ; 
but,  though  excefTively  provoked,  fhe  never  thought  of  hurting  France,  and  when  of- 
fered Calais,  fhe  refufed  it ;  and  all  this,  becaufe  fhe  knew  the  true  intereft  of  the 
nation.  She  knew  that  while  ftie  continued  to  ad  againft  the  French,  fhe  fhould  have 
the  Spaniards  for  feeming  friends ;  that  this  war  was  not  againft  the  humour  of  her 
people,  or  againft  juftice  ;  that  it  would  raife  a  vaft  number  of  feamen,  becaufe  every 
port  in  England  fitted  out  privateers  ;  and  that  it  would  raife  the  reputation  of  her  naval 
power,  by  reducing  Scotland :  for  all  which  ends,  as  fhe  wifely  provided,  fo  fhe  met 
in  them  all  the  fuccefs  flie  could  defire.  She  knew,  however,  that  France  was  not 
her  natural  enemy  ;  that  from  the  difputes  about  religion,  M'hich  ran  high  in  that  king- 
dom, fhe  was  in  no  danger  from  its  power ;  and  that  whenever  fhe  came  to  declare 
againft  Spain,  fhe  fhould  ftand  in  need  of  its  aftiftance :  for  which  reafon  fhe  made  a 
very  harmlefs  war,  and  gave  luch  broad  intimations  of  her  being  willing  to  compofe 
all  differences,  as  in  due  time  produced  a  peace.  She  likewife  knew  that  the  poffelhon 
of  Calais  was  a  mere  popular  advantage;*  that,  in  reality,  it  was  attended  with  an  ex- 
pence  which  could  not  well  be  afforded  ;  that  if  fhe  was  poffelfed  of  it,  it  would  be  a 
continual  bone  of  contention  with  France ;  and  that,  how  much  foever  it  might  be 
afterwards  her  intereft  to  part  with  it,  it  would  be  an  unpopular,  and  therefore  an  im- 
proper, and  an  imprudent  thing  to  give  it  up.  This  that  great  Princefs  knew,  and 
therefore  fhe  wifely  refufed  it ;  but  upon  making  a  peace,  fhe  referved  her  rights  to  it, 
and  procured  fuch  concefllons-  from  the  French,  as  proved  a  continual  check  upon 
them,  and  were  oftentimes  of  more  ufe  than  the  fortrefs  itfelf. 
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In  the  mean  time  (he  continued  her  care  of  the  navy,  and  negleded  nothing  that 
might  keep  up  and  promote  a  maritime  fpirit  among  her  people  ;  ihe  fought  out  and 
diltinguiflied  the  fea-officers  that  had  ferved  under  her  father  ;  fhe  was  continually  fit- 
ting out,  on  one  pretence  or  other,  little  fquadrons,  at  a  fmall  expence ;  fhe  gave  the 
command  of  them  to  different  officers,  that  (lie  might  excite  a  fpirit  ot  emulation,  but 
what  principally  conduced  to  aggrandize  her  power  was  thepleafure  flie  fhewed,  when- 
ever any  occafion  offered,  of  rewarding  her  lubjects,  who  undertook,  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  fuch  expeditions  as  contributed  to  extend  their  commerce,  and  open  new 
branches  of  trade.  We  have  a  ftrong  inffiance  of  this,  in  the  countenance  fhe  fliewed 
to  Captain  John  Hawkins,  who  between  the  years  1562  and  1568  made  three  voyages 
into  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  all  but  the  laff  had  very  great  fuccefs,  though  he  carried 
on  his  trade  partly  by  force.  She  promoted  the  trade  to  RulFia,  and  through  that  eflt- 
pire  to  Perfia  and  the  Indies,  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power,  and  managed  it  with  fuch 
prudence  and  dexterity,  that  the  reputation  of  her  government  was  very  high,  in  that 
and  in  other  countries,  in  which  the  refl;  of  the  kingdoms  and  the  ftates  of  Europe  were 
hardly  known.  The  trade  to  Guinea  was  likewife  fo  much  her  care,  that,  finding  the 
Portuguefe  gave  her  fubjeds  much  diffurbance,  fhe  enquired  into  the  caufes  of  thofe 
difputes,  and  took  care  to  remedy  them  by  a  treaty  with  that  crown. 

All  this  time  her  difi^erences  with  Spain  fubfifted,  and  though  there  was  no  open  war 
between  the  two  crowns,  yet  there  could  fcarce  be  faid  to  be  either  friendffiip  or  peace 
between  their  fubjeds ;  and  the  Oueen,  perhaps,  was  not  very  folicitous  that  there 
fhould ;  for  having  now  attained  what  fhe  aimed  at,  a  very  confiderable  naval  force, 
and  being  willing  to  let  the  Spaniards  fee,  that  though  fhe  dechned  a  war,  fhe  had  no 
reafon  to  be  afraid  of  it,  flie  took  advantage  of  the  King  of  Spain's  marriage  with 
Anne  of  Auftria,  his  niece,  to  give  fuch  an  inftance  of  her  generofity  and  power,  as 
did  great  honour  to  her  adminillration ;  for  flie  caufed  that  princefs  to  be  conducted  to 
Spain  by  an  Engliffi  navy  ;  this  was  a  plain  demonflration  that  her  fparingnefs,  upon 
other  occafions,  was  not  the  efteds  of  any  nearnefs  of  temper  ;  but  that,  by  a  conifant 
frugality,  flie  might  have  it  always  in  her  power  to  be  royally  magnificent  upon  proper 
occafions. 

But  this  extraordinary  mark  of  civility  was  far  enough  from  meeting  a  proper  re- 
turn, and  the  Spaniards  went  on  in  dillurbing  the  trade,  and  difl:refling  the  navigation 
of  her  fubjeds ;  which  induced  the  Oueen  to  fuffer  her  fubjeds  i6  ufe  the  beft  niea- 
fures  they  could  for  redreiling  themfelves  ;  in  which  they  were  not  wanting.  In  the 
vear  1572,  Captain  Francis  Drake  made  his  famous  expedition  into  the  Wefl.  Indies, 
with  two  fliips,  one  called  tiie  Dragon,  of  feventy-five  tons,  the  other  the  Swan,  of 
twenty-five  tons,  and  on  board  them  both  he  had  no  more  than  feventy-three  men  ;  and 
yet,  with  this  force,  he  ventured  to  declare  war  againft  the  King  of  Spain,  for  the  inju- 
ries he  had  received  in  his  vovage  with  Captain  Hawkins  to  the  Well  Indies.  In  this 
voyage  he  performed  wonderful  things ;  for,  befides  taking  feveral  large  fhips,  he  fairly 
took  the  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios  by  llorm,  gained  an  immenfe  treafure,  and  had  a 
fight  of  the  South  Seas  ;  after  which  he  retiu-ned  fafely  to  Plymouth,  and  made  a  fair 
dillribution  of  the  profits  of  his  voyage  among  his  owners. 

This  glorious  event  encouraged  others  to  follow  his  example ;  fo  that,  in  a  very 
fliort  time,  the  Englifli  privateers  made  various  voyages  into  all  parts  of  America,  and 
every  little  port  in  England  fwarmed  with  feamen,  who  were  perfed  maiters  of  their 
profeffion  ;  and  pilots  capable  of  navigating  fliips  to  any  part  of  the  known  world  be- 
came fo  numerous,  that  there  were  daily  nev/  j^rojeds  fet  on  foot,  \\  hich  in  the  former 
age  would  have  been  thought  impradicable ;  but  in  this  were  carried  into  execution  at 
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the  charge  of  private  pcrfons,  without  any  expcnce  to,  or  afiiflance  from,  the  crown, 
though  they  had  all  the  countenance  and  encouragement  they  could  defire :  but 
amongft  all  thefe,  there  was  none  fo  confiderable  in  itfelf,  fo  clear  a  proof  of  maritime 
ikill,  and  fo  honourable,  in  every  refpefl:,  to  the  nation,  as  the  next  expedition  of  Cap- 
tain Francis  Drake  in  1577,  in  which  he  failed  round  the  globe,  as  we  have  (hewn  at 
large  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  and  therefore  need  not  repeat  here.  But  one  part, 
however,  of  that  voyage  fo  immediately  concerns  the  fubje£t  of  this  chapter,  and  re- 
lates to  fo  confiderable  a  difcovery,  that,  as  we  then  promifed,  we  fhall,  as  in  its  proper 
place,  fpeak  of  and  explain  it  more  particularly  here. 

ID.  Captain  Drake  failed  from  Plymouth,  with  five  fmall  fhips,  the  biggeft  but 
of  one  hundred  tons,  on  the  13th  of  December  1577,  and  it  was  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember following  before  he  entered  the  South  Seas,  where  having  performed  feveral 
glorious  adtions,  and  gained  prodigious  riches,  he  proceeded  to  the  moil  northern  of 
the  Spanifh  fettlements,  with  a  view  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  that  paflage  which  had 
been  fo  much  talked  of  from  our  Northern  into  the  South  Seas,  by  a  ftrait  like 
that  of  Magellan's  to  the  north-weft.  This  was  certainly  a  very  wife  and  great  under- 
taking, and  a  prodigious  improvement  upon  the  defign  of  his  voyage ;  for,  as  yet,  no 
Engliiliman  had  had  the  opportunity,  and  perhaps  it  never  entered  into  any  man's 
head,  to  fearch  for  fuch  a  paflage  on  this  fide ;  though  it  is  moft  likely,  that  by  this 
method  it  may  be  found.  Our  author's  endeavours,  however,  were  ftrangely  croflfed 
by  the  unexpefted  feverity  of  the  weather,  of  which  the  reverend  Mr.  Francis  Fletcher, 
who  was  chaplain  in  this  voyage,  gives  us  a  large  account ;  and,  as  it  relates  to  a 
fubjeft  of  great  importance,  and  contains  a  multitude  of  curious  circumflances,  though 
not  delivered  in  the  mofl  poliflied  ftile,  we  fhall  give  it  the  reader,  for  the  fake  of 
exaftnefs,  in  his  own  words : 

"  From  Guatulco  we  departed  the  day  following,  viz.  April  the  16th,  fetting  our 
courfe  direftly  into  the  fea,  whereupon  we  failed  five  hundred  leagues  in  longitude  to 
get  a  wind,  and  between  that  and  June  the  3d,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  leagues  in 
all,  till  we  came  in  forty-two  degrees  of  north  latitude,  wherein  the  night  following  we 
found  fuch  an  alteration  of  heat  into  extreme  and  nipping  cold,  that  our  men,  in  gene- 
ral, did  grievoufly  complain  thereof,  fome  of  them  feeling  their  healths  much  impaired 
thereby ;  neither  was  it  that  this  chanced  in  the  night  alone,  but  the  day  following 
carried  with  it  not  only  the  marks,  but  the  flings  and  force  of  the  night  going  before, 
to  the  great  admiration  of  us  all  ;  for  befides  that  the  pinching  and  biting  air  was  no- 
thing altered,  the  very  ropes  of  our  fhip  were  fliff,  and  the  rain  which  fell  was  an  un- 
natural and  frozen  fubftance ;  fo  that  we  feemed  rather  to  be  in  the  frozen  zone,  than 
any  way  fo  near  unto  the  fun,  or  thefe  hotter  climates. 

"  Neither  did  this  happen  for  the  time  only,  or  by  fome  fudden  accident,  but  rather 
feemed,  indeed,  to  proceed  from  fome  ordinary  caufe,  againfl  the  which  the  heat  of 
the  fun  prevails  not ;  for  it  came  to  that  extremity  in  failing  but  two  degrees  farther  to 
the  northward  in  our  courfe,  that  though  the  feamen  lacked  not  good  flomachs,  yet  it 
feemed  a  quellion  to  many  amongft  us,  whether  their  hands  fhoujd  feed  their  mouths, 
or  rather  keep  themfelves  within  coverts,  from  the  pinching  cold  that  did  benumb 
them  ?  Neither  could  we  impute  it  to  the  tendernefs  of  our  bodies,  though  we  came 
lately  from  the  extremity  of  heat,  by  reafon  whereof  we  might  be  more  fenfible  of 
the  prefent  cold,  infomuch  that  the  dead  and  fenfelefs  creatures  were  as  well  affe£led« 
\vith  it  as  ourfelves.  Our  meat,  as  foon  as  it  was  removed  from  the  fire,  would 
prefently,  in  a  manner,  become  frozen  up ;  and  our  ropes  and  tackling,  in  a  few 
days,  were  gro\vn  to  that  ftifthefs,  that  what  three  men  before  were  able  with  them 
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to  perform,  now  fix  men,  with  their  befl  flrength  and  utmofl;  endeavours,  were 
hardly  able  to  accomplifh  ;  whereby  a  fudden  and  great  difcouragement  feized  upon 
the  minds  of  our  men,  and  they  were  pofleffed  with  a  great  millike,  and  doubting 
of  any  good  to  be  done  that  way ;  yet  would  not  our  general  be  difcouraged,  but 
as  well  by  comfortable  fpeeches  of  the  divine  providence,  and  of  God's  loving  care 
over  his  children,  out  of  the  Scriptures,  as  alfo  by  giving  other  good  and  profitable 
perfuafions,  adding  thereto  his  own  chearful  example,  he  fo  llirred  them  up  to  put 
on  a  good  courage,  and  to  acquit  themfelves  like  men,  to  endure  fome  fhort  extremity  ; 
to  have  the  fpeedier  comfort,  and  a  little  trouble  to  obtain  the  greater  glory  ;  that 
every  man  was  thoroughly  armed  with  willingnefs,  and  refolved  to  fee  the  uttermoft, 
if  it  were  poflible,  of  what  good  was  to  be  done  that  way. 

"  The  land  in  that  part  of  America  bearing  farther  out  into  the  weft  than  we  before 
imagined,  we  were  nearer  on  it  than  we  were  aware,  and  yet  the  nearer  ftill  we  came 
unto  it,  the  more  extremity  of  cold  did  feize  upon  us.  The  5th  day  of  June  we  were 
forced  by  contrary  winds  to  run  in  with  the  fhore,  which  we  then  Hrft  defcried,  and 
to  caft  anchor  in  a  bad  bay,  the  bell  road  we  could  for  the  prefent  meet  with,  where 
we  were  not  without  fome  danger,  by  reafon  of  the  many  extreme  gufts  and  flaws  that 
beat  upon  us ;  which  if  they  ceafed  and  were  ftill  at  any  time,  immediately  upon  their 
intermiflion  there  followed  moft  vile,  thick,  and  ftinking  fogs,  againft  which  the  fea 
prevailed  nothing,  till  the  gufts  of  wind  again  removed  them,  which  brought  with  them 
fuch  extremity  and  violence  when  they  came,  that  there  was  no  dealing  or  refifting 
againft  them.  In  this  place  was  no  abiding  for  us,  and  to  go  further  north  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  cold  (which  had  now  utterly  difcouraged  all  our  men)  would  not  permit 
us,  and  the  winds  being  direftly  againft  us,  having  once  gotten  us  under  fail  again, 
commanded  us  to  the  fouthward,  whether  we  would  or  no  ;  from  the  height  of  forty- 
eight  degrees,  in  which  now  we  were,  to  thirty-eight  degrees,  we  found  the  land  by 
coafting  it  to  be  but  low,  and  reafonably  plain ;  every  hill  (whereof  we  faw  many,  but 
none  very  high)  though  it  were  in  June,  and  the  fun  in  the  nearcft  approach  unto 
them,  being  covered  with  fnow. 

"  In  thirty-eight  degrees  thirty  minutes,  we  fell  in  with  a  convenient  and  fit  har- 
bour, and  June  the  17th  came  to  an  anchor  therein,  where  we  continued  to  the  23d  of 
July  following ;  during  all  which  time,  notwithftanding  it  was  in  the  height  of  fummer, 
and  fo  near  the  fun,  yet  we  were  continually  vifited  with  like  nipping  colds  as  we  had 
felt  before ;  infomuch,  that  if  violent  exercifes  of  our  bodies,  and  bufy  employment 
about  our  necelTary  labours,  had  not  fometimes  compelled  us  to  the  contrary,  we  could 
very  well  have  been  contented  to  have  kept  about  us,  ftill,  our  winter  clothes ;  yea, 
(had  our  neceflity  fuffered  us)  to  have  kept  our  beds ;  neither  could  we  at  any  time, 
in  the  whole  fourteen  days  together,  find  the  air  fo  clear  as  to  be  able  to  take  the 
height  of  fun  or  ftar. 

"  And  here,  having  fo  fit  occafion  (notwithftanding  it  may  feem  to  be  befides  the 
purpofe  of  writing  the  hiftory  of  this  our  voyage)  we  will  a  little  more  diligently  in- 
quire into  the  caufes  of  the  continuance  of  the  extreme  cold  in  thefe  parts ;  as  alfo 
into  the  probabilities  or  unlikelihoods  of  a  pafl'age  to  be  found  that  way.  Neither  was 
it  (as  hath  formerly  been  touched)  the  tendernefs  of  our  bodies  coming  fo  lately  out 
of  the  heat,  whereby  the  pores  were  opened,  that  made  us  fo  f(jnfible  of  the  colds  we 
here  felt.  In  this  relped,  as  in  many  others,  we  found  our  God  a  provident  father 
and  careful  phyfician  to  us ;  we  lacked  no  outward  helps  nor  inward  comforts  to  re- 
ftore  and  fortify  nature,  had  it  been  decayed  or  weakened  in  us ;  neither  was  there 
wanting  unto  us  the  great  experience  of  our  general,  who  had  often  himfclf  proved  the 
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force  of  the  burning  zone,  whofe  advice  always  prevailed  much  to  the  preferving  of  a 
moderate  temper  in  our  conflitutions  ;  fp  that  even  after  our  departure  from  the  heat, 
we  always  found  our  bodies  not  as  fponges,  but  ftrong  and  hard,  more  able  to  bear 
out  cold,  though  we  came  out  of  excefs  of  heat,  than  a  number  of  chamber-compa- 
nions could  have  been,  who  lie  on  their  feather-beds  till  they  go  to  fea,  or  rather, 
whofe  teeth  in  a  temperate  air  do  beat  in  their  heads  at  a  cup  of  cold  fack  and  fugar 
by  the  fire. 

"  And  that  it  was  not  our  tendernefs,  but  the  very  extremity  of  the  cold  itfelf,  that 
caufed  this  fenfiblenefs  in  us,  may  the  rather  appear  in  that  the  natural  inhabitants 
of  the  place  (with  whom  we  had  for  a  long  feafon  familiar  intercourfe,  as  is  to  be 
related)  who  had  never  been  acquainted  with  fuch  heat,  to  whom  the  country  air 
;md  climate  was  proper,  and  in  whom  cuftom  of  cold  was  as  it  were  a  fecond  nature, 
yet  ufed  to  come  fhivering  to  us  in  their  warm  furs,  crouding  clofe  together,  body 
to  body,  to  receive  heat  one  of  another,  and  fheltering  themfelves  under  a  lee  bank 
if  it  were  poflible  ;  and  as  often  as  they  could,  labouring  to  fhroud  themfelves  under 
our  garments  to  keep  them  warm  ;  befides,  how  unhandfome  and  deformed  appeared 
the  fiice  of  the  earth  itfelf,  fhewing  trees  without  leaves,  and  the  ground  without 
greennefs  in  thofe  months  of  June  and  July  ?  the  poor  birds  and  fowls  not  daring 
(as  we  had  great  experience  to  obferve  it)  fo  much  as  once  to  rife  from  their  nefts 
after  the  firlt  egg  laid,  till  it,  with  all  the  reft,  be  hatched  and  brought  to  fome 
ftrength  of  nature  able  to  help  itfelf.  Only  this  recompence  has  nature  afforded 
them,  that  the  heat  of  their  own  bodies  being  exceeding  great,  it  perfedeth  the 
creature  with  great  expedition,  and  in  fhorter  time  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other 
places.  As  for  the  caufes  of  this  extremity,  they  feem  not  to  be  fo  deeply  hidden,  but 
that  they  may,  at  leaft  in  part,  be  guefled  at ;  the  chiefeft  of  which  we  conceive  to  be 
the  large  fpreading  of  the  Afian  and  American  continents,  which  (fomewhat  northward 
of  thefe  parts)  if  they  be  not  fully  joined,  yet  feem  they  to  come  very  near  one  to  the 
other  ;  from  whofe  high  and  fnow-covered  mountains  the  north  and  north-weft  winds 
(the  conftant  vifitants  of  thefe  coafts)  fend  abroad  their  frozen  nymphs  to  the  infecting 
of  the  whole  air  with  this  infufterable  ftiarpnefs  ;  not  permitting  the  fun,  no  not  in  the 
pride  of  his  heat,  to  diflblve  that  congealed  matter  and  fnow  which  they  have  breathed 
out  fo  nigh  the  fun,  and  fo  many  degrees  diftant  from  themfelves.  And  that  the  north 
and  north-weft  winds  are  here  conftant  in  June  and  July,  as  the  north  wind  is  alone  in 
Auguft  and  September,  we  not  only  found  it  by  our  own  experience,  but  were  fully 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  thereof  by  continual  obfervations  of  the  Spaniards. 

"  Hence  comes  the  fqualidnefs  and  barrennefs  of  the  country ;  hence  comes  it,  that 
in  the  midft  of  their  fummer  the  fnow  hardly  departeth  even  from  their  doors,  but 
is  never  taken  away  from  their  hills  at  all ;  hence  come  thofe  thick  mifts  and  moft 
ftinking  fogs,  which  increafe  fo  much  the  more  by  how  much  higher  the  pole  is  raifed, 
wherein  a  blind  pilot  is  as  good  as  the  beft  diredlor  of  a  courfe ;  for  the  fun  ftriving 
to  perform  his  natural  office  in  elevating  the  vapours  out  of  thefe  inferior  bodies, 
draws  neceflarily  abundance  of  moifture  out  of  the  fea ;  but  the  nipping  cold  (from 
the  former  caufes)  meeting  and  oppofing  the  fun's  endeavours,  force  him  to  give 
over  his  work  imperfeft,  and,  inftcad  of  higher  elevation,  to  leave,  in  the  loweft 
regions  wandering  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  and  waters,  as  it  were  a  fecond  fea, 
through  which  its  own  beams  cannot  pofTible  pierce,  unlefs  fometimes  when  the  ludden 
violence  of  the  winds  doth  help  to  fcatter  and  break  through  it,  which  thing  hap- 
peneth  very  feldom,  and  when  it  happeneth  is  of  no  continuance.  Some  of  our 
jnariners  in  this  voyage  had  formerly  been  at  Wardhoufe,  in  feventy-two  degrees  of 
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north  latitude,  who  yet  affirmed  that  they  felt  no  fuch  nipping  cold  there  in  the  end  of 
fummer,  when  they  departed  thence,  as  they  did  now  in  thefe  hotteft  months  of 
June  and  July.  And  alfo  from  thefe  reafons  we  conjefture,  that  either  there  is  no 
palTage  at  all  through  thofe  northern  coafts  (which  is  mod  likely)  or,  if  there  be,  yet  it 
is  unnavigable.  Add  hereunto,  that  though  we  fearched  the  coaft  diligently,  even  un- 
to the  forty-eighth  degree,  yet  found  we  not  the  land  to  trend  fo  much  as  one  point,  in 
any  place,  towards  the  eaft,  but  rather  running  on  continually  north-weft,  as  if  it  went 
<lirea:ly  to  meet  with  Afia  ;  and  even  in  that  height,  when  we  had  a  frank  wind  to  have 
carried  us  through,  had  there  been  a  pafl'age,  'yet  we  had  a  fmooth  and  calm  fea,  with 
ordinary  flowing  and  reflowing,  which  could  not  have  been,  had  there  been  an  opening, 
of  which  we  rather  infallibly  concluded  than  conjeftured  that  there  was  none." 

This  fhews  us  clearly  Mr.  Fletcher's  opinion,  and  he  gives  us  likewife  a  very  large 
and  full,  to  fay  the  truth,  a  very  tedious  and  trifling,  account  of  their  landing  and  flay 
here  ;  of  their  being  taken  for  gods  by  the  natives,  and  of  their  attempting  to  offer 
facrifiees  to  them,  with  which  I  fuppofe,  the  reader  will  eafily  difpenfe  ;  but  after  this 
he  comes  to  the  point,  and  tells  us  that  thefe  people  behaved  extremely  well  during 
their  flay ;  and  that  their  king,  in  teflimony  of  his  refped  for,  and  fubmifhon 
to  Captain  Drake,  prefented  him  with  the  enfigns  of  his  regal  dignity  ;  which  he 
received  as  a  refignation  of  his  kingdom  to  the  Queen  his  miftrefs,  in  whofe  name, 
and  on  whofe  behalf,  he  took  pofTefllon  of  it,  and  let  up  a  wooden  crofs,  with  a  brafs 
plate  and  a  proper  infcription  in  teftimony  thereof.  This  country  he  called  New  Albion, 
and  this  for  two  reafons  ;  the  firfl;  was,  becaufe  of  its  white  cliffs ;  the  other,  that  it 
might  have  fome  affinity,  as  Mr.  Fletcher  exprelfes  it,  in  name  with  our  own  country, 
which  was  fome  time  fo  called. 

He  afterwards  acknowledges,  that  upon  taking  a  view  of  the  inland  parts,  they  found 
them  very  rich  and  fertile,  contrary  to  their  expeftations  ;  but  as  to  the  people,  he  al- 
lows, that  both  on  the  coafl  and  within  land,  their  behaviour  was  perfeftly  uniform, 
and  they  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  them,  but  rather  to  commend  and  applaud 
them.  It  is  very  true  that  Mr.  Fletcher's  account  of  Sir  Francis  Drake's  voyage  is 
by  much  the  largefl,  but  I  am  far  from  efteeming  it  the  befl: :  I  inferted  fo  long  a 
paflage  from  it,  that  the  reader  might  be  able  to  judge  of  his  performance  as  well 
as  my  fentiments.  He  has  given  us  a  very  extraordinary  defcription  of  the  exceflive 
cold  they  met  with  both  at  fea  and  on  fhore,  and  difcourfes  on  it  more  largely, 
to  fhew  his  capacity  and  judgment ;  yet  I  do  not  find  that  experience  has  at  all  con- 
firmed this,  as  the  reader  will  perceive  by  turning  to  the  other  voyages  of  Candifh, 
and  thofe  who  followed  him,  and  who  went  to  California  as  well  as  Sir  Francis 
Drake. 

I  mention  this  the  rather,  becaufe  Candifli  was  there  fo  foon  after  Sir  Francis 
Drake  ;  for  I  find  by  the  original  account  of  his  expedition,  that  he  was  there  in  No- 
vember 1587,  but  do  not  find  that  he  faid  one  word  of  its  being  cold;  and  though 
it  may  be  objedled,  that  he  was  in  the  fouthern  part  of  California  only,  yet  the 
difference  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  reconcile  the  two  accounts, 
liippofing  them  both  to  be  exaft.  Again,  in  Sir  Francis  Drake's  voyage,  printed 
by  Hackluit,  it  is  only  faid,  that  in  the  latitude  of  forty-two  degrees,  the  men  were 
extremely  pinched  with  cold  ;  and  finding  it  increafe  as  they  failed  farther  north,  it 
was  refolved  to  alter  their  courfe,  and  Hand  in  for  the  land  more  to  the  fouth  ;  where 
they  found  a  good  bay,  and  a  very  gentle,  friendly,  and  honefl:  people ;  yet  the  truth  of 
the  matter  is,  that  the  Sj^aniards  had,  thirty  feven  years  before,  failed  along  this  coafl 
to  the  heighth  of  forty-four  degrees,  as  far  as  Cape  Mendocino  ;     and  they  aficrwards 
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difcovered  Cape  Blanco  beyond  that,  which  is  a  plain  proof  that  the  cold  is  not  fo  in- 
tolerable as  Mr.  Fletcher  would  make  it.  But  the  real  defign  of  all  his  remarks  is,  to 
difcourage  all  hopes  of  finding  a  pafl'age  this  way  into  the  North  Seas,  which  however 
was  not  Sir  Francis  Drake's  opinion,  if  we  may  credit  what  other  writers  have  told  us  ; 
and  indeed  fo  many  abfurdities  have  been  difcovered  in  Mr.  Fletcher's  defcription  of 
New  Albion,  that  Father  Charlevoix  makes  no  fcruple  of  calling  it  a  fabulous  country, 
and  from  hence  takes  occafion  to  make  fome  refledtions  upon  Sir  Francis  Drake,  which 
that  gentleman  did  not  at  all  deferve. 

But  to    Ihew  the  reader  the   true    defign    of  dwelling  fo  long  upon  this  fubjeft  I 
muft  obferve  that  his  account  difcredits  Drake's   difcovery  extremely,  which  not  only 
turns   to  the  prejudice  of  that  great  man's  charatler,  but  may    likewife  prove  difad- 
vantageous  to  this  nation,  by  giving  them  a  very  mean  opinion  of  what  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a  very  noble  acquifition.     The  difcovery,   as  I  conceive,  confifted  chiefly 
in  his  marching  up  into  the  country,  which  before  that  time  it  is  probable,  the  Spani- 
ards had  never  done ;    and  with  refpeft  to  our  title  to  this  country,  I  conceive  it  to 
arife  from  the  good-will  and  voluntary  fubmifllon  of  the  people,  fads  as  well  proved 
as  in  the  nature  of  things  we  can  expedt,  and  which  certainly  give  us  as  good  (if  not  a 
better)  claim  to  New  Albion,  as  the  Spaniards  can  fliew  for  any  part  of  their  poffefiions. 
The  country  too,  if  we  might  depend  upon  what  Sir  Francis  Drake  or  his    chap- 
lain fays,  may  appear  worth  the  feeking  and  the  keeping,  fince  they  aflert  that  the  land 
is  fo  rich  in  gold  and  filver,  that  upon  the  flighteft   turning  it  up  with  a  fpade  or 
pick-ax,  thofe  rich  metals  plainly  appear  mixed  with  the  mould.       It   may  be  ob- 
jeded  that  this  looks  a  little  fabulous ;    but  to  this  two  fatisfadory  anfwers  may  be 
given ;    the  firll  is,  that  later  difcoveries  on  the  fame  coaft  confirm  the  truth  of  it, 
which,  for  any  thing  I  can  fee,  ought  to  put  the  fad  out   of  queftion ;    but  if  any 
doubts  fhould    remain,  my  fecond  anfwer  will  overturn  thefe.      For  I  fay  next,  that 
the  country  of  New  Mexico  lies  diredlly  behind  New  Albion,  on  the   other  fide  of  a 
narrow  bay,  and  in  that  country  are  the  mines  of  Santo  Fe,  which  are  allowed  to  be  the 
richell  filver  mines  in  North  America  :    here  then  is  a  very  valuable  country,  to  which 
we  have  a  very  fair  title. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  afked,  how  fhall  we  come  at  it,  fince,  as  things  (land  at 
prefent,  it  feems  to  be  the  country  in  the  world  moft  out  of  our  reach  ?  But  if 
it  had  been  fo,  I  would  not  have  given  myfelf  or  the  reader  fo  much  trouble  about  it ; 
and  therefore  I  am  next  to  tell  him,  that  if  Mr.  Arthur  Dobbs's  expedition  for  difcch- 
vering  a  north-weft  paifage  fucceeds.  New  Albion  will  be  a  country  very  much  within 
our  reach,  and  I  dare  fay,  prove  to  the  full  as  habitable  as  the  coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay ; 
and  therefore  I  hope  that  this  example  will  fully  fliew  the  ufe  and  value  of  good  col- 
ledions  of  voyages,  becaufe  it  is  impofTible  to  forefee  all  the  advantages  that  may 
arife  from  any  difcovery  or  fettlement  at  once,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  pronounce,  that  any 
difcovery,  how  unpromifing  foever  in  its  firft  appearance,  is  abfolutely  ufelefs,  and 
not  worth  minding. 

This  is  a  caution  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  fince  there  is  nothing  eafier  than  for  men 
of  quick  wits  and  tolerable  learning  in  other  refpeds,  to  ridicule  voyages  to  cold, 
barren,  defart  countries,  and  to  reprefent  that  as  folly  and  madnefs,  which  is  in 
truth  a  moft  noble  kind  of  public  fpirit,  which  if  puftied  ftill  farther  than  it  has 
ever  been  would  be  attended  with  confequences  of  ftill  greater  advantage  to  mankind, 
than  thofe  that  have  flowed  from  it  already  ;  and  yet  thefe  have  been  very  beneficial 
to   this  and  other  nations,   as  any  judicious  man  will   very  eafily    and  clearly  dif- 
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cern,  by  comparing  the   ftate   of  thofe  nations,  before  they  addicted   themfelves  to 
commerce,  and    fince  they  have    reaped  the  profits  of  it. 

1 1 .  We  have  already  fhewn  the  right  this  nation  has  to  Newfoundland  ;  which 
is  an  ifland  of  a  triangular  figure,  about  the  fize  of  Ireland  ;  and  according  to 
the  beft  computation  that  can  be  made,  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference :  on  the  north  it  is  feparated  from  the  continent  by  the  narrow  ftreights  of 
BelUfle  ;  on  the  well  it  has  the  Bay  of  St.  Laurence  ;  on  the  fouth  Cape  Breton  and 
the  banks  ;  and  on  the  eaft  it  has  the  ocean.  It  lies  about  fix  hmidred  leagues  from 
the  Land's-end  in  England,  and  the  great  bank  is  generally  looked  upon  as  half  way 
to  Virginia.  There  is  no  country  in  the  world  better  furnifhed  with  harbours,  and  it 
is  abundantly  fupplied  with  frefli  water.  The  climate  is  very  hot  in  fummer,  and  very 
cold  in  winter,  fo  that  the  fnow  lies  upon  the  ground  for  four  or  five  months  at  leaft. 
This  is  the  beft  account  that  we  are  able  to  give  with  certainty  about  it ;  for  if  we 
read  the  different  relations  written  of  this  country,  by  perfons  who  ought  to  have  been 
beft  acquainted  with  it,  we  ftiall  find  them  fo  oppofite  and  contradictory,  that  it  will 
be  Aery  hard  to  judge  from  them,  whether  it  be  one  of  the  beft  or  worft  countries 
in  the  world. 

But  by  confidering  the  views  with  which  thefe  feveral  accounts  were  written,  and 
adverting  to  the  fituation  of  this  country,  between  forty-feven  and  fifty-two  degrees 
of  jiorthern  latitude,  we  may  be  eafily  perfuaded  that  it  is  no  paradife  ;  and  yet  it 
is  niore  to  the  fouth  than  our  own  ifland  ;  but  lying  off  a  continent  very  little  better 
than  frozen,  the  winds  which  blow  over  muft  bring  along  with  them  weather  very 
different  from  ours.  It  is  however,  very  certain,  that  filberds,  ftrawberries,  fome 
kinds  of  cherries,  and  other  fuch-like  fruits  grow  here ;  and  though  corn  and 
hay  fucceed  but  indifferently,  yet  there  is  great  plenty  of  venifon,  wild-fowl  and 
filh ;  fo  that  with  dry  food  in  plenty  from  Europe,  people  may  live  here  very  com- 
fortably even  in  winter,  fince  the  country  produces  fuel  of  feveral  kinds  in  abundance. 

The  great  advantage,  however  refulting  from  our  poffeffion  of  the  place  never  de- 
pended much  upon  its  produce  ;  fo  far  from  it  that  one  of  the  bell  writers  upon 
the  trade  of  this  nation  gave  his  opinion  clearly,  that  it  was  more  for  our  intereft 
there  fhould  be  no .  fettlements  upon  it  at  all;  which,  in  my  judgment,  he  has 
by  unanfwerable  arguments  made  good  ;  but  the  value  of  Newfoundland  to  this 
crown  and  country  refults  from  the  fiftiery  upon  its  coafts,  and  upon  the  banks 
near  it,  which  has  been  and  ftill  is,  of  ineftimable  benefit,  for  reaibns  that  fhall 
be  prefently  given.  It  is  very  certain,  that  we  did  not  profecute  our  difcoveries  in 
and  about  this  ifland,  or  attend  to  the  advantages  that  might  be  made  from  the 
fifliery,  in  many  years  after  Cabot  had  taken  pofleffion  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  how- 
ever believe,  that  we  ever  left  or  deferted  it,  as  fome  writers  would  have  us  believe, 
and  that  we  did  not  claim  it  again  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  I  am,  on  the 
contrary,  perfuaded,  that  fome  of  our  fifliing  veffels  reforted  yearly  to  this  coaft,  though 
perhaps  not  many  ;  and  this  tor  two  reafons  ;  firft,  becaufe  the  unfettled  ftate  of  our 
affairs  kept  the  beft  part  of  our  feamen  one  way  or  other  in  the  public  fervice  ;  and 
next,  becaufe  we  had  a  great  fiftiery,  at  that  time,  on  the  coaft  of  Iceland. 

But  that  we  really  kept  pofleflion  of  the  Newfoundland  fiOiery  all  that  time,  may,  I 
think,  be  undeniably  proved  by  two  arguments  likevvife :  the  one  taken  from  the  aft 
of  parliament  before-mentioned,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  luiward  the  Sixth, 
which  would  have  been  ncedlers,  if  this  fifhery  hail  not  fubfilted  ;  ami  the  other  from 
the  account  given  us  of  the  ftate  of  this  fiftiery  in  1578,  by  Mr.  Parkhurft,  which 
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is  very  curious,  and  yet  little  taken  notice  of.  He  tells  us,  that  in  this  year  there  were 
about  fifty  fail  of  Englifli  fliips  employed  upon  that  coafl ;  but  he  tells  us  likewife,  that 
there  were  one.  hundred  fail  of  Spaniards,  befidcs  twenty  or  thirty  fail  of  Bifcayneers, 
fifty  of  Portuguefe,  and  one  hundred  antl  fifty  French,  He  adds  another  circumftance, 
which  is  ftill  more  to  our  purpofe  ;  and  it  is  this,  that  wherever  the  Englifh  fiflied, 
they  were  reputed  lords  of  the  harbour,  antl  excrcifed  an  authority  over  other 
nations,  by  maldng  ufe  of  their  boats  when  they  had  occafion  for  them  ;  which 
makes  it  plain  to  me,  that  vv'e  conftantly  kept  up  our  title,  for  otherwife  it  is  im- 
polfible  to  give  any  reafon  why  we  Ihould  have  exercifed  this  dominion  Mhere  we 
were  fo  far  from  being  the  moft  powerful.  An  immemorial  cuftom  was  foun- 
dation enough  for  fuch  a  pi'aftice,  and   nothing  but  this  could  be  elleemed  fo. 

He  tells  us  alfo,  that  our  own  fhips  were  the  (trongeft,  largeft,  and  beft  equipped  ; 
and  that  by  this  means,  we  protefted  our  own  trade  and  the  trade  of  other  nations, 
which  is  a  confirmation  of  what  I  have  obferved  ;  he  fays,  that  next  to  ours  the  Spani- 
ards were  the  beft  equipped,  and  he  computes  the  tonnage  of  thefe  veflels  at  about  fix 
thoufand,  and  the  French  at  about  feven  thoufand  ton  ;  but  the  Portuguefe,  he  fays, 
were  the  worft  equipped  of  all.  As  for  the  Bifcayneers  they  Avere  chiefly  employed  in 
whale-fifhing,  and  in  making  train-oil.  The  great  confequence  of  this  trade  to  our 
nation  arofe  from  hence  ;  that  in  the  firft  place,  it  raifed  a  vaft  number  of  feamen, 
and  thofe  the  beft  and  ableft  that  were  any  where  bred,  fo  that,  even  at  this  time,  there 
could  not  be  fewer  than  two  thoufand  employed  therein.  Next,  it  gave  bread  to  a  vaft 
number  of  manufaclurers  and  mechanics,  fuch  as  lliip  and  boat  builders,  &c.  Thirdly, 
it  produced  a  great  deal  of  money  from  the  fale  of  the  fifh.  Fourthly,  alnioft  all  the 
provifions  confumed  in  Newfoundland,  fuch  as  bread,  beef,  pork,  butter,  cheefe, 
linen,  and  woollen  cloths,  nets,  hooks,  and  lines,  were  all  furnilhed  from  England; 
to  which  we  may  add,  that  thefe  veflels  being  fitted  out  in  March  and  returning  in  Sep- 
tember, they  not  only  brought  home  a  number  of  people  full  of  money,  which  they 
fpent  in  England,  but  they  alfo  left  us  a  certain  proportion  of  ftout  able  feamen,  frefh 
men  going  out  in  their  room,  and  becoming  in  a  voyage  or  two  as  good  mariners 
as  themfelves. 

Thus  it  clearly  appears,  how  this  bleak,  barren,  and  inhofpitable  country  came  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence  ;  which  was  very  foon  difcerned  by  the  wife  miniftry  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  towards  the  clofe  of  whofe  reign  it  grew  to  fuch  a  height  that  we  emploved 
yearly  two  hundred  fail  and  upwards  of  fiihing  veflels,  and  on  board  them  upwards 
of  eight  thoufand  feamen,  a  clear  proof  of  the  improvements  that  were  then  made  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years ;  and  which  confirms,  beyond  queftion,  what  I  remarked  at 
the  clofe  of  the  preceding  paragraph,  that  all  difcoveries  are  of  ufe,  and  every  branch 
of  navigation  worth  looking  after,  and  keeping.  If  the  reader  confults  other  ac- 
counts of  Newfoundland,  within  this  period  of  time,  he  will  fee  that  I  have  not  been 
much  aflifted  by  them,  but  that  I  have  fet  the  fubjeck  in  a  new  light,  from  fafts  of 
which  they  have   taken  little  or  no  notice. 

But  I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  thofe  that  are  more  generally  known,  and  of  the  famous 
patent  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  which  is  one  of  the  firft  of  them.  This  gentleman 
was  a  native  of  Devonfliire,  had  a  good  fortune,  was  well  allied,  had  a  competent  know- 
ledge both  of  military  and  maritime  aft'airs,  and  a  generous  defire  to  raile  his  private 
fortune  by  the  purfuit  of  the  public  fervice.  It  was  with  this  view  that  he  reprefented 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  the  expediency  of  fettling  all  thofe  countries  upon  the  continent  of 
America,  which  had  been  formerly  difcovered  by  John  and  Sebaftian  Cabot,  becaufe, 
otherwife,  it  was  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  French,  who   had  often  reviewed    thefe 
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places,  would  be  defirous  of  fupplaiiting  the  Englifli,  and  becaufe  it  was  very  far  from 
being  improbable  that  thofe  countries  abounded  with  very  rich  minerals.  Upon 
thefe  fuggeftions  very  full  letters  patent  were  granted  by  the  Queen  to  Sir  H.  Gilbert, 
his  heirs  and  afligns,  with  free  leave,  not  only  to  difcover,  but  to  plant  and  fettle,  and 
even  to  fortify  and  build  caftles,  in  any  of  thefe  northern  countries,'  not  then  in  the 
pofleffion  of  any  Chriftian  Prince,  with  authority  to  govern  fuch  colonies,  according  to 
the  known  laws  of  the  land,  with  feveral  other  claufes  equally  well  contrived  for  fe- 
curingthis  grant  from  becoming  ajiy  way  injurious  to  the  public. 

After  obtaining  this  favour  from  the  Queen,  our  worthy  knight  applied  him- 
felf  to  his  relations  and  friends,  in  order  to  frame  a  fociety  capable  of  carrying  this 
defign  into  execution ;  and  he  met  with  fuch  fuccefs  therein,  that  he  thought  himfelt 
very  foon  in  a  condition  to  undertake  a  voyage  for  this  purpofe  ;  yet  when  it  came 
to  the  point,  things  fell  out  very  crofsly  ;  for  fome  of  his  aflbciates  began  to  form  par- 
ticular proje£ts  inconfiftent  with  his  general  icheme,  and  others  abfolutely  failed  in 
performing  their  engagements  ;  which  however  did  not  hinder  this  gallant  gentleman 
from  putting  to  fea,  with  fuch  of  his  friends  as  had  ftuck  clofe  to  their  promifes ; 
but  the  voyage  proved  very  unfortunate,  and  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of  one  of  his 
bed  fhips,  in  which  was  Mr.  Miles  Morgan,  whom  he  much  efteemed,  and  feveral 
other  perfons  of  worth  and  figure.  This  was  a  fevere  blow,  which  he  was  the  lefs 
able  to  fuftain,  as  having  already  fuffered  extremely  in  his  fortune,  by  the  money 
he  had  been  obliged  to  advance  to  fupply  other  men's  deficiencies  ;  and  therefore  he 
was  conftrained  to  aflign  part  of  his  patent  to  other  perfons,  who  were  to  make  fet- 
tlements  in  the  northern  parts  of  America  about  the  river  of  Canada ;  but  thefe  people 
proving  likewife  very  dilatory,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  think  of  another  ex- 
pedition, in  perfon  ;  becaufe  his  patent  was  to  expire,  if  within  the  fpace  of  fix  years 
he  had  not  attually  gained  pofleffions  under  it. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1583  he  had  again  brought  this  defign  into  fome  order, 
and  to  furnifh  the  neceffary  expences  thereof  he  was  obliged  to  fell  his  eftate,  though 
he  had  great  afliftance  from  his  friends  ;  and  feveral  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune 
agreed  to  go  with  him  in  perfon  ;  with  this  view  a  fmall  fquadron  was  fitted  out,  con- 
fifling  of  the  following  veflels,  viz.  the  Delight  (or  George),  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  admiral,  in  which  went  Sir  Humphrey  himfelf  as  general,  William 
Winter  captain  and  part  owner,  and  Ricard  Clark,  mafter ;  the  bark  Raleigh,  fitted 
out  by  Mr.  Walter  Raleigh,  of  two  hundred  tons,  yice-admiral,  Mr.  Butler  captain, 
and  Robert  Davis  of  Briftol,  mafter  ;  the  Golden  Hind,  of  forty  tons,  rear-admiral, 
capt.  Edward  Hayes,  commander  and  owner,  and  William  Cox  of  Limehoufe,  mafter  ; 
the  Swallow  of  forty  tons,  Maurice  Brown,  captain  ;  the  Squirrel  of  ten  tons,  Wil- 
liam Andrews,  captain,  and  one  Cade,  mafter.  In  all  thefe  veflels  were  fliipped  about 
two  hundred  and  fixty  men,  among  whom  were  many  fhipwrights,  mafons,  carpenters, 
fmiths,  miners,  and  refiners.  The  refolution  of  the  proprietors  was,  that  the  fleet 
fliould  begin  its  courfe  northerly,  and  follow  as  diredlly  as  they  could  the  trade-way 
to  Newfoundland,  from  whence,  alter  having  refrcflied  and  fupplied  themfelves  with 
all  necefl'aries,  their  intent  was  to  proceed  into  the  fouth,  and  not  to  pafs  by  any  rivei; 
or  bay,  which,  in  all  that  large  trad  of  land,  Ihould  appear  worthy  their  looking  into  ; 
they  likewife  agreed  upon  the  manner  of  their  courfe,  and  the  orders  to  be  obferved 
in  their  voyage,  which  were  delivered  to  the  captains  and  mafters  of  every  ftiip  in 
writing. 

The  J  ith  of  June  they  fet  fail  from  Caufet  Bay,  near  Plymouth  ;  but,  on  the  13th, 
their  large  fliip  tlie  Raleigh,  under  pretence  that  her  captain  and  a  great  number  of 
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her  men  were  luddenly  taken  ill  of  a  contagious  difeafe,  left  the  fleet  and  returned  to 
Plymouth  ;  fome  fay  in  great  diftrefs,  but  others,  that  it  was  done  with  a  defign  to 
break  the  voyage.  After  her  departure  the  Golden  Hind  fucceeded  her  in  place  as 
vice-admiral.  The  30th  of  July  they  had  the  firfl  fight  of  land,  as  they  computed  it 
about  fifty-one  degrees,  but  with  fuch  foggy  weather,  that  they  could  not  poilibly  per- 
ceive the  land,  nor  take  the  fun's  height :  from  thence  they  followed  the  coall  to  the 
fouth,  with  clear  weather,  till  they  came  to  the  ifland  called  Baccalaos  ;  here  they 
met  with  the  Swallow,  which  had  been  feparated  from  them  in  the  fog,  but  were 
furprized  to  fee  her  men  in  a  different  garb  from  what  they  had  on  when  they  left 
them  ;  upon  inquiry  they  found  they  had  met  a  Newlander  filhing  bark  returning 
homewards,  which  they  had  rifled  of  tackle,  fails,  cables  and  provifions,  and  the  men 
of  their  apparel.  Continuing  the  fame  courfe  fouthward,  they  came  the  fame  day,  being 
the  3d  of  Auguft,  to  the  harbour  of  St.  John,  where  they  found  the  Squirrel,  which 
had  likewife  been  feparated  from  them,  riding  at  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
having  been  refufed  entrance  by  the  veflels  which  were  fifliing  within,  to  the  num- 
ber of  thirty-fix  fail  of  all  nations.  Sir  Humphrey  was  preparing  to  make  good  his 
paifage  by  force  of  arms ;  but  having  firfl:  fent  in  his  boat  to  inform  the  mafliers  of  the 
fifliing  barks,  that  he  had  a  commiflion  from  the  Queen  to  take  pofl"eflion  of  thefe 
.  lands  for  the  crown  of  England,  they  were  fatisfied,  and  fubmitted  to  the  levying  a 
tax  of  provifions  from  each  fliip,  for  fupplying  the  wants  of  Sir  Humphrey's  fmall 
fquadron.  Going  into  the  harbour,  the  admiral's  fliip  was  by  the  careleflTnefs  of  the  men 
run  upon  a  rock,  which  lay  vifible  above  water  :  but,  by  the  afrifl;ance  of  the  fiflier- 
men's  boats,  flie  was  got  off  again,  with  little  or  no  damage. 

On  the  4th  Sir  Humphrey,  whom  they  called  the  general,  and  his  company  were 
conduced  on  fhore  by  the  mafl:ers  of  the  Englifli  fifliing  veflels,  and  their  owners  or 
merchants  who  were  with  them.  On  the  5th  the  general,  having  caufed  a  tent  to  be 
fet  up  view  of  all  the  fliips  in  the  harbour,  to  the  number  of  between  thirty  and  forty 
fail,  and  being  accompanied  by  all  his  captains,  maft:ers,  gentlemen,  and  foldiers,  fum- 
moned  all  the  merchants  and  mafl:ers,  both  Englifli  and  Foreigners,  to  be  prefent  at  his 
taking  a  formal  and  folenin  poffelTion  of  thefe  territories.  Being  aflembled,  he  caufed 
his  commiflion,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  to  be  openly  read  before  them,  and 
to  be  interpreted  to  thofe  who  were  fhrangers  to  the  Englifli  tongue. 

By  virtue  of  this  commiflion,  he  declared  that  he  took  poffeflion  of  the  harbour  of 
St.  John,  and  two  hundred  leagues  every  way,  invefted  Her  Majefty  with  the  title  and 
dignity  thereof ;  and  having  had  (according  to  cufl:om)  a  rod,  and  turf  of  foil  delivered 
to  him,  entered  pofleffion  alfo  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  for  ever.  He  fignified  to 
thofe  who  were  prefent,  and  through  them  to  all  men,  that  from  thenceforward  they 
fliould  look  upon  thofe  territories  as  appertaining  to  the  Queen  of  England,  and  himfelf, 
authorized  under  Her  Majefl;y  to  poflefs  and  enjoy  them,  with  power  to  ordain  laws  for 
the  government  thereof,  agreeable  (as  near  as  conveniently  could  be)  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land ;  under  which,  all  people  coming  thither  for  the  future,  either  to  inhabit,or  by  way 
of  traffic,  fliould  fubmit  and  be  governed.  Some  writers  have  attributed  all  this  folemnity, 
which,  however,  was  attended  with  many  other  ceremonies,  to  a  high  degree  of  vanity 
in  our  Wefl:-country  knight,  and  have  ridiculed  feverely  his  pretences  to  improve  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom  and  enlarge  the  Queen's  dominions,  by  cutting  a  turf;  in  which, 
however,  they  injure  this  poor  Gentleman's  memory  extremely,  and  fhew  how  little 
they  are  qualified  to  give  their  readers  a  true  account  of  things  of  this  nature. 

'rhe  plain  reafon  of  Sir  Humphrey's  conduft  throughout  this  affair  was  his  concern 
\oh.  xir.  A  A  for 
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for  his  grant,  which  was  perpetual  to  him  and  his  heirs,  in  cafe  he  took  poffeffion  of 
any  countries  within  fix  years,  and  otherwife  it  was  void  :  there  were  now  but  a  few 
months  to  come.  He  had  fold  his  eftate  in  England,  and  it  concerned  him  very  nearly  to 
fecure  an  eftate  fomewhere  elfe ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  from  any  principle  of  vanity, 
but  rather  of  prudence  and  good  oeconomy  that  he  did  this ;  as  appears  by  his  grant- 
ing feveral  parcels  of  land  to  perfons,  who  covenanted  to  pay  a  certain  rent  to  him  and 
his  heirs,  and  to  maintain  poffeflion  by  themfelves  and  their  affigns. 

There  now  remained  only  to  gather  in  the  tax  of  provifions  granted  by  every 
fhip  which  fiflied  upon  the  coaft  adjoining  ;  and  while  fome  of  the  men  were  doing 
this,  others  were  fet  to  repair  and  trim  the  fliips  ;  and  the  remainder  the  general 
fent  to  inquire  into  the  commodities  and  fmgularities  of  the  country,  which  were  to 
be  found  by  fea  or  land.  They  found  no  inhabitants  in  the  fouth  parts,  which  pro- 
bably the  natives  had  abandoned,  upon  their  being  fo  much  frequented  by  Europeans. 
In  the  north  there  were  favages  of  a  very  harmlefs  difpofition  ;  among  other  inquiries, 
the  general  had,  in  a  particular  manner,  recommended  a  fearch  after  metals.  They 
had  in  their  company  a  Saxon  miner,  who  at  firft  brought  a  fort  of  ore  to  the  general, 
which  had  more  the  refemblance  of  iron  than  of  any  other  metal.  Soon  after  he  found 
another  fort  of  ore,  which  he  delivered  with  a  fhew  of  great  fatisfaftion  to  Sir  Hum- 
phrey, and  affured  him,  upon  the  peril  of  his  life,  that  if  filver  was  what  he  and  his 
companions  fought,  there  it  was,  and  they  need  feek  no  farther.  We  learn  all  thefe 
circumftances  from  Captain  Edward  Hayes,  who  feeras,  by  his  writing,  to  have  been 
a  very  intelligent  perfon  ;  and  therefore  he  inquired  very  ftriftly  about  this  fdver  mine, 
v/hich  procured  him  fuch  an  anfwer  from  the  general,  as  fhewed  that  he  was  abfo- 
lutely  fatisfied  on  that  head  ;  and  I  mufl:  own  I  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  there  being 
filver  mines  in  this  country,  fince  we  know  they  are  generally  found  in  cold  climates, 
and  in  a  hungry  barren  foil ;  and,  as  to  the  northern  fituation,  we  are  certain  that  there 
are  rich  filver  mines  in  New  Mexico,  a  country  not  far  to  the  fouthward  of  Newfound- 
land ;  and  filver  ore  has  been  found  in  Scotland,  feveral  degrees  farther  to  the  north 
than  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  found  here. 

But  though  Sir  Humphrey  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  account  his  Saxon 
gave  him,  yet  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  proceed  in  his  difcoveries  fouthward ; 
for  which,  while  he  was  providing,  fome  of  his  men  fell  fick,  fome  deferted,  fome 
died,  and  fome  fell  to  plundering  and  piracy :  in  fliort,  the  number  of  his  people 
was  fo  leflened,  that  he  was  conftrained  to  leave  the  Swallow  behind  him.  The 
captain  of  his  admiral  going  home,  Captain  Brown  of  the  Swallow  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  admiral,  and  the  captain  of  the  Squirrel  deferting  likewife  the  expe- 
dition. Sir  Humphrey  went  on  board  that  little  veffel  himfelf;  as  thinking  her  the 
fittefl  for  obferving  and  difcovering  the  coail,  becaufe  fhe  could  run  into  every  creek, 
which  a  larger  {hip  could  not  do.  All  things  being  now  ready,  and  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions of  all  forts  being  put  on  board,  they  failed  on  the  20th  of  Augufl:  from  the 
harbour  of  St.  John,  with  three  fhips,  the  Delight,  the  Golden  Hind,  and  the 
Squirrel,  and  proper  boats  and  pinnaces  for  difcovcry.  Before  their  departure  they 
made  an  exad  obfervation  of  St.  John's  Harbour,  and  found  it  to  be  in  the  latitude  of 
forty-feven  degrees  forty  minutes  north.  The  next  night  they  reached  Cape  Race, 
which  is  twenty-five  leagues  diflant ;  and  from  thence  failed  about  cighty-feven  leagues 
towards  Cape  Breton. 

All  this  time  they  had  the  wind  indifferently  good,  but  never  could  get  fight  of 
the  land,  being  hindered  by  the  currents ;  at  laii:  they  unhappily  fell  into  thofe  flats 
and  Ihoals  in  which  molt  of  them  pcrilhed.     On  the  27th  the  general  ordered  his 
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men  in  the  frigate  to  found,  and  found  thirty-five  fathom  white  fand,  in  the  latitude 
of  forty-four  degrees.  The  wind  coming  fouth,  the  next  evening  they  bore  in  with 
the  land,  all  the  night  weft  north-weft,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Cox,  niafter  of 
the  Golden  Hind.  On  the  29th  the  wind  blew  vehemently  at  fouth  and  by  eaft,  with 
rain,  and  fo  thick  a  mift,  that  they  could  not  fee  a  cable's  length  before  them.  Early 
in  the  morning  they  found  themfelves  in  the  midft  of  flioals  and  fands,  among  whicli 
they  found  fometlmes  deep,  fometimes  flioal  water,  every  three  or  four  fhip's  length. 
After  they  began  to  found,  a  fignal  was  immediately  given  to  the  Delight  to  caft 
about  to  the  feaward,  but  it  was  too  late  ;  for  fhe  ftruck  immediately,  and  her 
ftern  and  hind-quarters  prefently  beat  to  pieces.  Upon  which  the  Golden  Hind  and 
the  frigate  caft  about  eaft  fouth-eaft,  bearing  to  the  fouth,  which  carried  them  to  the 
feaward,  and  with  much  difficultv  got  clear  of  the  flioals. 

In  the  Delight  pei-iflied  Captain  Maurice  Brown,  with  near  one  hundred  perfons : 
the  captain  might  probably  have  faved  his  life,  if  he  would  have  left  the  fliip  when 
fhe  firft  ftruck,  but  he  would  not  be  the  firft  to  fet  an  ill  example.  In  the  mean 
time  fourteen  perfons  leaped  into  a  fmall  pinnace  of  a  ton  and  a  half  burden,  no 
bigger  than  a  Thames  barge.  They  looked  out  fome  time  for  the  captain,  but  not 
feeing  him  took  in  Mr.  Clark,  the  mafter  of  the  Delight,  and  one  more :  being 
now  fixteen  in  number,  they  cut  the  rope  and  committed  themfelves  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves,  without  any  provifions,  or  a  drop  of  frefti  water,  and  nothing  to  work 
with  but  one  fmgle  oar.  The  boat  feeming  to  be  over-loaded,  one  Edward  Headly, 
thinking  it  was  better  for  fome  to  perifh  than  all,  propofed  to  caft  lots,  and  that  four 
of  the  number,  upon  whom  the  lot  might  fall,  ftiould  be  thrown  over-board  to 
lighten  the  boat :  but  he  was  over-ruled  by  Mr.  Clark  ;  who,  though  it  was  pro- 
pofed that  he  fliould  be  excepted  from  the  number,  perfuaded  his  comrades  rather  to 
ilibmit  to  Providence.  The  boat  was  driven  before  the  wind  fix  days  and  fix  nights, 
during  which  time  thefe  poor  wretches  had  no  other  fuftenance  than  their  own  urine, 
and  fome  weeds  which  fwam  on  the  furface  of  the  water ;  and  in  this  extremity  of 
cold,  wet,  hunger,  and  thirft,  only  Headly  and  one  more  periftied  the  fifth  day  ; 
but  the  other  fourteen  lived  till  they  were  driven  the  feventh  day  on  ftiore,  on  the 
coaft  of  Newfoundland ;  whence  they  got  in  a  French  ftiip  to  France,  and  fo  to 
England,  before  the  year's  end.  During  their  feven  days  dangerous  courfe  they  had 
the  wind  always  at  fouth,  which  faved  their  lives ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that 
in  half  an  hour  after  they  were  on  fhore  it  came  about  and  blew  full  north. 

After  the  lofs  of  the  admiral  the  men  being  generally  difcouraged,  and  in  want 
of  neceifaries.  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  propofed  returning  to  England,  having,  in  his 
judgment,  made  difcoveries  fufficient  to  procure  afliftance  enough  for  a  new  voyage 
in  the  fpring.  His  people,  when  he  made  this  propofal,  were  at  firft  a  little  backward, 
but,  upon  hearing  his  reafons,  they  fubmitted ;  and,  according  to  his  advice,  on  the 
laft  of  Auguft  they  altered  their  courfe  and  returned  back  for  England.  On  the  2d 
of  September  they  pafled  in  fight  of  Cape  Race,  and  had  afterwards  frequently  very 
bad  weather,  with  fuch  high  feas,  that  they  in  the  Hind  often  expe£led  to  fee  the 
Squirrel  fwallowed  up ;  notwithftanding  which.  Sir  Humphrey  would  by  no  means 
be  perfuaded  to  leave  her.  On  the  9th,  the  ftorms  and  fwelling  of  the  feas  increaf- 
ing,  he  was  again  prefled  to  leave  the  frigate,  but  his  anfwer  was,  "  we  are  as  near 
to  heaven  by  fea  as  by  land."  About  midnight  the  Squirrel  being  a-head  of  the 
Golden  Hind,  her  lights  were  at  once  exdnguiftied,  which  thofe  in  the  Hind  feeing, 
cried  out,  "  our  general  is  loft !"  and  it  was  fuppofed  flie  funk  that  inftant,  for  flie 
was  never  more  heard  of. 
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The  Golden  Hind  arrived  in  fafety  at  Falmouth,  on  the  2 2d  of  September,  more 
fortunate  than  her  companions ;  not  only  as  flie  returned,  but  as  fhe  loft  but  one 
man  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  unfortunate  undertaking.  Such  was  the  end 
of  this  expedition,  very  difaftrous  to  its  author ;  who  loft  firft  his  fortune,  and  then 
his  life,  by  it ;  to  which,  if  the  fallies  of  fome  diftempered  men's  untimely  wit  could 
effeft  it,  we  might  add  his  reputation  alfo.  Yet  to  this  expedition  I  make  no  fcruple 
of  imputing  all  our  fucceeding  colonies  in  America ;  and  the  grounds  of  this  opi- 
nion of  mine,  which  I  muft  confefs  is  new,  I  lay  down  thus : 

12.  We  have  before  ftiewn  that  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  was  a  man  of  great  in- 
tereft  and  alliances  :  for,  befides  his  eldeft  brother  Sir  John  Gilbert,  and  his  younger 
brother  Sir  Adrian  Gilbert,  who  were  of  the  whole  blood,  he  was,  by  the  mother's 
fide,  brother  alfo  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  had  a  great  concern  in  this  under- 
taking ;  and  who  is  on  good  grounds  allowed  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  true, 
brave,  and  fteady  friends,  who  went  to  fea  with  him  in  his  firft  attempt,  which  there 
is  juft  reafon  to  believe  was  in  1579.  This  great  man,  after  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's 
mifcarriage  and  lofs  in  his  laft  voyage,  procured  his  patent  to  be  renewed  to  him- 
felf,  which  was  dated  the  25th  of  March  1584,  and  he  refolved  immediately  to  carry 
it  into  execution ;  to  which  purpofe  he  made  choice  of  two  very  able  fea  officers, 
Captain  Philip  Amadas,  and  Captain  Arthur  Burlow ;  who,  in  two  fmall  barks  fit 
for  difcovery,  failed  from  the  weft  of  England  upon  the  27th  of  April  following, 
fhaping  their  courfe  for  the  Canaries,  which  they  pafled  on  the  loth  of  June,  and 
proceeding  from  thence  to  the  iflands  of  America,  they  croffed  the  gulph  of  Mexico, 
and  foon  after  difcovered  the  coaft  of  Florida.  Some  authors  who  have  written  of 
this  expedition,  and  who  are  pleafed  to  fpeak  in  very  high  terms  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  fkill  in  maritime  affairs,  venture  neverthelefs  to  affirm,  that  the  perfons 
he  employed  were  fo  ignorant  of  navigation,  that,  by  the  computation  of  able  fea- 
men,  they  went  above  two  thoufand  leagues  out  of  their  way  ;  but  as  I  am  very  well 
fatisfied  they  purfued  Sir  Walter's  inftruftions,  fo  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  imputa- 
tion of  ignorance  ought  to  be  wiped  away ;  and  this  may  be  very  eafily  done,  by 
ftiewing  the  true  caul'e  why  this  great  and  knowing  feaman  direfted  this  courfe  :  he 
had  obferved  that  all  the  attempts  hitherto  had  failed,  by  the  adventurers  purfuing 
their  difcoveries  from  the  north,  which  was  one  reafon  why  he  chofe  another  rout ; 
befides  which,  he  had  a  better  and  ftronger  motive ;  for,  confidering  all  the  lands  on 
the  continent  of  America  from  the  laft  fettlements  of  the  Spaniards  to  fixty  degrees 
north,  as  lying  within  his  grant,  he  very  prudently  chofe  to  fettle  thofe  firft,  which 
lay  neareft  thofe  Spanifli  fettlements  ;  and  this  was  the  clear  and  certain  caufe  of  his 
direfting  his  fervants  to  take  this  courfe ;  which  was  fo  far  from  being  a  proof  of  their 
ignorance,  that  it  is  a  full  and  fair  teftimony  of  their  mafter's  extenfive  knowledge. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  July  they  fell  in  with  the  coaft  of  Florida,  in  ftioal  water, 
where  they  fmelled  a  moft  delightful  odour,  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  midft  of  a 
garden,  abounding  with  the  moft  fragrant  flowers,  by  which  they  fuppofed  they  were 
near,  though  they  faw  no  land.  On  the  4th  they  difcovered  the  continent,  and  failed 
along  the  coaft  forty  leagues,  till  they  came  on  the  1 3th  to  a  river,  where  they  an- 
chored, and,  going  on  ftiore,  took  poffeflion  in  right  of  the  Queen,  and  for  the  ufe  of 
the  proprietors.  This  place  they  afterwards  found  to  be  the  ifland  of  Wokoken,  on 
the  coaft  of  the  country  fince  called  Virginia,  in  thirty-tour  degrees  latitude ;  and  in 
it  they  found  deer,  rabbits,  hares,  fowls,  vines,  cedars,  pines,  faflafras,  cyprefs,  and 
maftic  trees.  The  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Virginia  fays,  they  anchored  at  the  inlet 
of  Roenocke,  at  prefcnt  under  the  government  of  North  Carolina.     They  went  to 
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the  tops  of  the  hills  which  were  neareft  the  fhore,  from  whence,  though  they  were 
not  high,  they  difcovered  the  fea  on  all  fides,  and  found  it  to  be  an  ifland  of  twenty 
miles  in  length,  and  fix  in  breadth.  It  was  the  third  day  before  they  faw  any  of  the 
natives ;  but  then  a  little  boat  with  three  of  them  appeared  :  one  of  them  going  afliore, 
they  rowed  up  to  him,  and  he  not  only  waited  their  coming  without  any  figns  of  fear, 
but  went  on  board,  where  they  gave  him  a  fliirt  and  hat,  with  fome  wine  and  meat, 
which  he  exprefled  a  hking  to.  After  he  had,  with  a  feeming  fatisfadion,  narrowly 
viewed  the  barks  with  all  that  were  in  them,  he  went  in  his  own  boat  to  above  a 
quarter  of  a  mile's  difhince,  where  he  fiflicd,  and  in  half  an  hour  loaded  his  boat  with 
fifh,  as  deep  as  it  could  fwim,  and  came  again  to  the  point  of  land ;  where,  to  fhew  his 
gratitude,  he  divided  it  into  two  parts ;  and,  making  figns  that  he  defigned  it  for  the 
two  fhips  equally,  he  departed. 

The  natives  from  the  continent,  after  this,  repaired  to  their  fhips  frequently,  and  ex- 
changed feveral  forts  of  Ikins,  white  coral,  and  fome  pearls,  for  fome  tin  things,  and 
other  baubles  of  inconfiderable  value.  The  very  next  day  after  they  faw  the  three 
Indians,  feveral  boats  appeared  in  view ;  in  one  of  which  was  the  king  of  the  coun- 
try's brother,  attended  by  forty  or  fifty  men  of  a  tolerable  good  appearance.  They 
made  him,  and  four  of  his  chiefs,  prefents  of  feveral  toys,  which  he  accepted  of  very 
kindly  ;  but  he  took  all  himfelf,  and  gave  them  to  underftand  that  none  there  had  a 
right  to  any  thing  but  himfelf;  two  days  afterwards  they  let  him  fee  their  merchan- 
dize, of  which  nothing  feemed  to  pleafe  him  more  than  a  pewter  difh,  for  which 
he  gave  twenty  deer  Ikins  ;  and,  making  a  hole  in  the  rim  of  it,  hung  it  over  his 
neck  for  a  bread-plate,  making  figns  that  it  would  defend  him  againfl  the  enemies'  ar- 
rows. The  next  thing  he  bought  was  a  copper  kettle,  for  which  he  gave  fifty  fkins. 
As  long  as  he  thought  fit  to  traffic  with  them,  none,  but  fuch  as  like  him  wore 
plates  of  gold  or  copper  on  their  heads,  were  allowed  either  to  buy  or  fell ;  but  as  foon 
as  they  had  done,  every  man  had  his  liberty.  They  offered  very  good  exchange  for 
hatchets,  axes,  and  knives,  and  would  have  given  any  thing  in  truck  for  fwords ;  but 
the  Englifh  would  not  part  with  any.  The  king's  brother  came  afterwards  frequently 
on  board,  and  would  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  with  them  ;  and  once  he  brought 
his  wife  and  children  with  him,  who  afterwards  came  frequently  with  their  followers 
only. 

They  often  trufted  the  king's  brother  with  goods  upon  his  word,  to  bring  the 
value  at  a  certain  time,  which  he  never  failed  of  doing.  He  had  a  ftrong  inclina- 
tion to  have  a  fuit  of  armour  and  a  fword,  which  he  faw  in  one  of  the  (hips  ;  and  would 
have  left  a  large  box  of  pearls  in  pawn  for  them,  but  they  refufed  it ;  that  he  might 
not  know  they  fet  a  value  upon  them,  till  they  could  difcover  whence  he  got  them. 
They  underftood  from  the  natives,  that  their  country,  which  they  found  to  be  very 
fruitful  and  produftive  of  all  things,  in  fo  very  fliort  a  time  as  is  hardly  credible,  was 
called  by  the  name  of  Wingandacoa,  and  their  king  Wingina.  When  they  went 
on  fhore  they  were  entertained  with  extraordinary  civility,  and  once  in  particular  by 
the  king's  brother's  wife,  at  a  little  village  in  Roenocke.  They  were  told  of  a 
great  city  where  the  king  refided,  fix  days'  journey  on  the  continent,  which,  how- 
ever, they  did  not  fee :  they  made  no  long  ftay,  nor  proceeded  any  farther  on  dif- 
covery,  only  juft  to  the  neighbouring  parts,  in  their  boats ;  and,  being  fatisfied  with 
what  they  had  feen,  returned  to  England  about  the  middle  of  September,  pleafed 
with  the  advantage  they  had  made  in  this  fliort  and  profperous  voyage  ;  and,  with  the 
hopes  of  the  future  advantages  they  fhould  make,  efpecially  as  they  found  all  thmgs 
here  entirely  new  and  furprifing. 

They 
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They  gave  a  very  advantageous  account  of  matters,  by  reprefenting  the  country 
fo  delightful  and  delirable,  fo  pleafant,  and  abounding  with  all  the  neceffaries  of  life ; 
the  climate  and  air  fo  temperate,  good  and  wholefome,  the  woods  and  foil  fo  charm- 
ing and  fruitful,  and  all  other  things  fo  agreeable,  that  Paradife  itfelf  feemed  to  be  there 
in  its  native  luftre.  They  gave  particular  accounts  of  the  variety  of  good  fruits,  fome 
•whereof  they  had  never  feen  before ;  efpecially,  that  there  were  grapes  in  fuch 
abundance  as  were  never  any  where  known ;  llately  tall  large  oaks,  and  other  tim- 
ber ;  red  cedar,  cyprefs,  pines,  and  other  ever-greens  and  fweet  woods,  for  tallnefs 
and  largeuefs  exceeding  all  they  had  ever  heard  of.  Wild  fowl,  deer,  fifli,  and  other 
game,  in  fuch  plenty  and  variety  that  no  epicure  could  defire  more  than  this  new 
world  feemed  naturally  to  afford.  To  make  it  yet  more  delirable  they  reported,  that 
the  native  Indians,  who  were  then  the  only  inhabitants,  were  fo  affable,  kind  and 
good-natured ;  fo  tradable  in  learning  trades  and  fafhions ;  fo  innocent  and  ignorant 
in  all  manner  of  tricks  and  cunning,  and  fo  defirous  of  the  EngHlh,  that  they  ra- 
ther feemed  ready  to  take  any  impreffion,  than  any  ways  like  to  oppofe  the  fettling  of 
the  Englifli  near  them. 

Upon  this  fair  reprefentation  of  th»  effeds  of  their  voyage,  and  of  the  noble  dif- 
covery  that  had  attended  it,  Oueen  Elizabeth  was  pleafed  to  promife  what  afTiftance 
it  ihould  be  neceflary  for  the  crown  to  give  for  promoting  and  perfeding  this  fettle- 
nient ;  and  fhe  was  likewife  pleafed  to  bellow  the  name  of  Virginia  upon  this  new- 
found country  ;  but  whether,  as  is  commonly  believed,  in  regard  to  its  being  dif- 
covered  under  a  virgin  Queen,  or  in  allufion  to  the  uncorrupted  ftate  of  the  land  and 
its  inhabitants,  is  a  queftion  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide  ;  but  perhaps  the  former  was 
the  fenfe  impofed  by  Sir  Walter,  the  completefh  courtier,  fhall  I  fay,  or  rather  the 
completeft  man  of  his  time ;  and  the  latter  the  fenfe  in  which  the  Queen  would  have 
had  it  underflood  :  but  however  that  matter  be,  we  nmft  not  confound  the  Virginia  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  with  the  province  now  fo  called ;  for,  without  all  queftion,  it  was 
in  thofe  days  a  veiy  different  thing,  and  comprehended  the  whole  country  claimed  by 
the  crown  of  England,  from  the  fouthern  limits  of  the  new  province  of  Georgia,  to  the 
utmofl  extent  of  our  difcoveries  northwards,  agi-eeable  to  the  two  patents  granted  to  Su" 
Humphrey  Gilbert,  and  to  his  brother  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  proprietor  refolved  to  fit  out  a  much  more  confiderable 
fleet  than  had  hitherto  been  employed  in  fuch  undertakings,  that  fomething  might  be 
done  worthy  of  the  nation,  on  whofe  behalf  this  fettlement  was  to  be  made,  of  the 
powerful  Queen  who  had  proteded  it,  and  of  himfelf,  who  was  the  author  and  patron 
of  this  fchemc ;  Sir  Walter  intended  to  have  commanded  in  this  expedition  himfelf, 
and  to  have  carried  with  him  a  fufficient  number  of  forces  to  have  completed  this 
defign  of  making  a  fettlement  there ;  but  being  at  that  time  jealous  that  his  abfence 
might  be  prejudicial  to  his  interefl  at  court,  which  the  earl  of  Leicefter  fought  all  oc- 
cafions  to  leflen,  he  committed  the  condud  of  this  fecond  enterprize  to  his  lieutenant. 
Sir  Richard  Greenville;  who,  on  the  8th  of  April,  fet  fail  from  Plymouth  with  feven 
Ihips  fitted  out  by  the  company,  of  which  himfelf  and  feveral  gentlemen  were  mem- 
bers ;  and  this  company  was  the  firfl  of  that  kind  that  was  eftablifhed  in  Europe : 
thefe  King  James  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Wefl  Indies ;  which,  for  their  mal-adminiftration,  was  diffolved  by  his  fon  King 
Charles  I. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1585,  Sir  Richard  Greenville  anchored  at  Wokoken,  and 
in  Augufl  following  they  began  to  plant  on  the  illand  of  Rocnocke,  five  miles  diftant 
from  the  continent,  where  Sir  Richard  landed  one  hundred  and  eight  men,  under 
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Governor  Ralph  Lane,  and  Captain  Philip  Amadas,  who  was  conftituted  admiral  of 
the  new  colony,  though  I  do  not  find  he  had  fo  much  as  a  bark  left  with  him. 

Sir  Richard  did  not  remain  above  tiiree  weeks  longer  in  thofe  feas ;  but  having 
made  fome  difcoveries  to  the  fouthward,  and  having  traded  with  the  Indians  for  (kins, 
furs,  pearls,  and  other  commodities,  he  failed  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  on  his  return  to 
England,  in  which  he  took  a  very  rich  prize ;  fo  that  this  voyage  appeared  to  the 
eyes  of  the  nation  no  lefs  profperous  than  the  former,  and  the  new  Virginia  com- 
pany began  to  entertain  very  fanguine  hopes  of  their  undertaking.  Let  us  now  return 
to  the  firft  planters  in  Virginia,  and  give  an  account  of  what  happened  to  the  firfl 
colony  the  Englifh  eftablifhed  there,  or  in  any  part  of  America.  Sir  Richard  Green- 
ville was  no  fooner  failed,  than  the  people  whom  he  left  behind  applied  themfelves 
with  diligence  to  what  had  been  recommended  to  them  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which 
was  the  diicovering  the  continent,  and  with  this  view  they  travelled  eighty  miles  fouth, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  north  from  that  part  of  the  main  oppofite  to  their  ifland  ; 
but  in  thefe  expeditions,  venturing  indifcreetly  too  high  up  the  rivers,  and  too  far  into 
the  countrv,  the  Indian  governors  grew  jealous  of  their  defigns,  and  began  firft  to  be 
weary  of  their  company,  and  then  to  cut  oft'  their  itragglers  when  they  fell  into  their 
hands ;  and  they  alfo  formed  a  confpiracy  to  deftroy  the  reft,  but  were  happily  pre- 
vented. 

The  journals  of  the  colony's  proceedings  were  duly  entered,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered to  the  company  in  England,  who  were  not  fo  careful  as  they  fhould  have 
been  to  fend  them  fupplies  of  provifions,  and  the  Englifli,  not  underftanding  the  nature 
of  the  climate,  negleded  to  gather  food  in  feafon  as  the  Indians  did,  by  which  means 
they  were  reduced  to  great  ftreights.  The  natives  never  after  kept  faith  with  them, 
but  watched  all  opportunities  to  cut  them  off.  And  as  this  obliged  them  to  be  more 
wary"  in  their  enterprizes  on  the  main,  fo  it  hindered  them  from  having  any  fupply  from 
thence  ;  however,  they  endured  all  with  incredible  refolution,  and  extended  their  dif- 
coveries near  a  hundred  miles  along  the  fea-coafts.  They  kept  the  Indians  in  awe  by 
threatening  them  with  the  return  of  their  companions  and  the  reinforcement  of  men  ; 
but  no  ihips  coming  from  England  in  all  that  winter,  nor  in  the  fpring  following,  nor 
in  fummer,  they  defpaired  of  being  able  to  fupport  themfelves  any  longer,  the  natives 
beginning  to  defpife  them,  when  they  faw  them  as  it  were  abandoned  by  their  coun- 
trymen ;  and  the  Englifh  expefted  every  day  to  be  facrificed  to  their  cruelty.  In 
this  diftrefs  their  chief  employment  was  to  look  out  to  fea,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome 
means  of  efcape,  or  recruit ;  and,  when  they  were  almoft  fpent  with  want  and  watch- 
ing, hunger  and  cold,  in  Auguft  they  difcovered  Sir  Francis  Drake's  fleet,  who  was  re- 
turning from  an  expedition  againft  the  Spaniards  in  North  America,  and  had  been 
commanded  by  the  Queen  to  vifit  this  plantation  in  his  way,  and  fee  what  encourage- 
ment or  alliftance  they  wanted. 

The  fight  of  Sir  Francis's  fleet  was  moft  joyful  to  thefe  poor  people :  their  firft 
petition'  to  him,  was  to  grant  them  a  fupply  of  men  and  provifions,  with  a  fmall  fliip 
or  bark  to  attend  them,  that,  in  cafe  they  could  not  m;untain  themfelves  where  they 
v/ere,  they  might  embark  in  it  for  England.  Sir  Francis  granted  their  requeft  ;  and 
thev  fet  all  hands  to  work  to  fit  the  fhip  he  had  given  them,  and  furnifh  her  \\'ith 
all  manner  of  ftores  for  a  long  ftay ;  but  a  ftorm  arifing,  which  drove  the  vefl'el  from 
her  anchor  to  fea,  and  the  ftiip  fuffering  fo  much  in  it  that  fhe  was  not  fit  for  their  ufe, 
they  were  fo  difcouraged,  that,  notwithilanding  Sir  Francis  offered  them  another  iliip, 
they  were  afraid  to  ftay,  and  earneftly  intreated  him  to  take  them  with  him,  which  he 
did :  and  this  put  an  end  to  the  firft  fettlement. 

It 
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It  was  not  at  all  owing  to  any  negligence  in  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  that  this  misfortune 
happened  ;  for  he  continually  prefled  the  company  to  refleft  on  the  neceflity  of  fup- 
porting  the  colony  in  time,  and  fo  folicitous  he  was  in  this  bufinefs,  that,  finding  the 
fleet  which  was  preparing  under  the  command  of  Sir  Richard  Greenville  went  on  but 
flowly,  he  propofed  that  the  firfl  fliip  that  was  completely  manned  and  equipped,  fhould 
be  lent,  without  flaying  for  the  reft,  w'hich  was  done ;  but  when  fhe  arrived  at  the 
ifland  Roenocke,  flie  found  it  deferted.  A  few  days  after  came  Sir  Richard  Green- 
ville with  his  fquadron  of  three  fmall  veflels,  and  found  not  a  man  upon  the  place, 
to  his  great  difappointment ;  however,  he  refolved  to  fettle  again,  and  therefore  left 
behind  him  fifty  men,  with  directions  to  build  a  houfe,  or  rather  fort,  for  their  own 
fecurity,  furnifliing  them  befides  with  all  neceflaries  for  two  years,  and  giving  them  the 
ftrongeft  alfurances,  that  they  fliould  be  conftantly  and  regularly  fupplied. 

This  fecond  colony  had  no  better  fortune  than  the  firft,  for  the  Indians,  taking 
advantage  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  and  the  difficulties  they  had  to  ftruggle 
with,  attacked,  and  cut  them  off";  fo  that  when  Mr.  John  White  came  thither  with 
three  fhips  and  confiderable  fupplies,  on  the  aad  of  June,  1587,  he  found  their  fort 
demolifhed,  fome  huts  they  had  erected  near  it  deflroyed,  and  not  far  from  them  the 
bones  of  a  dead  man.  In  all  thefe  revolutions  Maateo,  the  Indian,  remained  firm  to 
the  Englifh  interefl,  and  it  was  from  his  information  that  Mr.  White  learned  what  was 
become  of  this  laft  colony. 

The  misfortunes  that  had  attended  thefe  two  fettlements,  would  certainly  have  dif- 
couraged  a  man  of  lefs  conftancy  and  fortitude  than  Mr.  White  ;  but  he  had  a  com- 
mifTion  to  be  governor,  and  Sir  Walter  had  ftrongly  recommended  to  him  the  keeping 
poffeiTion  of  the  place.  He  therefore  ereded  a  new  habitation,  and,  chufing  eleven 
of  the  moft  capable  perfons  that  came  along  with  him,  conflituted  a  regular  fociety, 
to  which  he  gave  the  title  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  AfTiflants  of  the  City  of  Ra- 
leigh in  Virginia,  hoping  they  might  be  able  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  this  undertaking,' 
and  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  his  country, 
and  thereby  anfwer  the  expectations  of  his  honourable  patron,  whofe  name  he  had 
given  to  his  new  plantation.  On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  Manteo  the  faithful  Indian,  was 
chriflened,  and  created  by  the  governor  Lord  of  Daifumonpeak,  an  Indian  nation  fo 
called,  as  a  reward  of  his  fidelity  and  fervice  to  the  Englifh;  and  on  the  i8th  of  the 
fame  month  was  born  the  firft  child  that  was  the  ifl'ue  of  Chriftian  parents  in  that 
place,  being  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Ananias  Dare  :  fhe  was  after  the  name  of  the  country 
chriftened  Virginia.  Good  government  and  induftry  foon  rendered  Mr.  White  and 
his  men  formidable  to  the  Indians,  who  courted  their  friendfhip,  and  made  leagues 
with  the  corporation,  which  they  kept  or  broke  as  they  thought  themfelves  too  weak 
or  too  ftrong  for  the  Englifli,  who,  as  much  as  they  feemed  to  thrive,  underwent  fo 
many  hardfliips  for  want  of  due  fupplies  from  Europe,  that  nothing  but  the  invincible 
conftancy,  which  is  the  diftinguifhing  character  of  their  nation,  could  have  fupported 
them  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  mifery. 

Yet  fo  far  were  they  from  repenting  of  their  undertaking,  or  defiring  to  return, 
that  they  difputed  for  the  liberty  of  remaining  at  Roenocke,  and  obliged  Mr.  White 
their  governor  to  return  for  England,  and  folicit  the  company  to  fend  them  recruits 
of  men  and  provifions.  Mr.  White  undertook  to  ncgociate  their  affairs ;  and,  leav- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  the  corporation,  fet  fail  for  F.ngland,  where  he  ar- 
rived in  fafcty,  and  was  two  years  there  before  he  could  obtain  a  grant  of  the  neceffary 
fupplies.  At  laft  he  had  three  fhips  fitted  out  for  him,  with  provifions  and  more  men 
for  the  colony.    And  on  the  15th  of  Auguft  he  arrived  at  Ca}ie  Haltaras  ;  and,  landing 
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on  the  ifland  Roenocke,  found  by  letters  cut  on  trees,  in  large  Roman  charafters,  that 
the  I-'-nglifli  were  removed,  but  he  could  not  tell  where.  They  faw  the  letters  C.R.O. 
on  leveral  trees  ;  and,  fearching  farther,  on  one  of  the  pallifadoes  of  the  fort  which  they 
had  quitted,  they  found  cut  hi  large  capital  letters  the  word  Croatan,  one  of  the  iflands 
forming  the  fouth,  about  twenty  leagues  fouthward  of  Roenocke.  On  this  advice, 
they  embarked  in  queft  of  their  fellows  at  Croatan ;  but  they  were  fcarce  all  of  them 
aboard,  before  a  dreadful  florm  arofe,  which  feparated  the  fhips  one  from  another. 
They  loft  their  anchors  and  cables,  and  durfl:  not  venture  in  with  the  fhore,  fo  they 
all  (hifted  for  themfelves,  and,  with  various  fortunes,  arrived  in  England  and  Ireland. 

This  dreadful  blow  proved  the  ruin  of  the  third  fettlement,  of  which  I  do  not  find 
that  the  company  took  any  fartiier  care,  or  that  any  new  attempt  was  made  for  pre- 
ferving  the  poffeifion  of  this  country  to  the  crown  of  England,  which  had  been  fo 
highly  magnified,  and  the  advantages  thereof  painted  in  fuch  flrong  colours  at  the  be- 
ginning. Some  have  attributed  this  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  troubles ;  but  furely  they 
were  but  indifferently  acquainted  with  his  hiflory,  fmce  it  was  during  the  latter  part  of 
Queen  Ehzabeth's  reign  that  he  flood  in  the  higheft  credit  at  court,  and  was  mofl 
capable  of  procuring  favour  from  it.  But  that  I  may  not  leave  this  fubjedf;  altogether 
dark  and  imperfect,  I  fhall  venture  to  fuggefl  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  reafon 
why  there  was  no  more  care  taken  of  fo  promifmg  a  Icheme  as  this  was  of  which  we 
are  writing.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  as  very  clearly  appears  from  his  manner  of  con- 
ducting it,  had  the  public  fervice  alone  in  view,  which  induced  him  to  throw  the  con- 
cerns of  this  colony  into  the  hands  of  a  company,  in  which,  no  doubt,  he  thought  he 
had  provided  for  them  effectually,  and  therefore  turned  his  own  thoughts  and  moft 
vigorous  endeavours  to  other  purpofes,  in  which  he  was  fo  entangled,  that  he  found  it 
impolfible  to  difengage  himfelf,  when  he  faw  their  negligence,  and  forefaw  the  confe- 
quences  of  it,  which  were  fatal  to  a  fettlement  that  coft  him  fo  much  pains,  and  of 
which  he  had  once  fo  great  hopes. 

13.  But  neither  the  bufmefs  of  planting,  nor  the  profits  refulting  from  military  ex- 
peditions, could  hinder  fuch  as  were  addidted  to  the  fludy  of  maritime  affairs  from 
wifhing  to  fee  the  new  paffage  to  the  Indies  fairly  opened.  And  notwithflanding  many 
attempts  had  been  made  to  very  little  purpofe,  yet  no  confiderable  mariner,  no  man  of 
reputation  for  cofmographical  learning,  could  propofe  any  reafonable  fcheme  for  this 
purpofe  ;  but  there  were  merchants  enough  ready  to  lend  their  afTiflance,  and  to  lay 
down  whatever  money  was  requifite  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  This  freedom 
and  readinefs  of  venturing  their  private  fortunes  for  the  pubhc  fervice,  was  certainly 
very  honourable  and  commendable,  but  they  did  flill  more,  for  they  did  not  only 
profecute  fuch  attempts  like  merchants,  but  adhered  to  them  with  a  philofophic  firm- 
nefs  ;  fo  that  when  a  man  returned  without  fuccefs,  and  plainly  fhewed  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  that  there  were  ftill  hopes,  they  encouraged,  they  rewarded,  they 
titted  him  out  again  and  again  :  but  this  was  an  age  of  public  fpirit ;  the  people  went 
eagerly  into  whatever  great  miniflers  propofed ;  mofl  of  thofe  miniflers  had  only  the 
fervice  of  their  miftrefs  at  heart ;  and  the  Oueen  herfelf  was  truly  the  mother  of  her 
people. 

In  fuch  a  reign  it  was  natural  that  wonders  fhould  be  done,  and  it  happens  very 
luckily  for  thofe  who  celebrate  thefe  wonders,  that  they  are  able  to  maintain  all  that 
they  alfert,  by  inconteflable  evidence ;  an  inflance  of  which  we  fhall  give  in  a  fuccinft 
account  of  the  voyages  of  Captain  John  Davis,  for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-wefl  paf- 
fage ;  which,  however,  fhould  not  have  been  brought  in  here,  but  have  been  referred 
to-  another  chapter,  if  we  had  not  found  them  necelfary  to  fliew  the  limits  of  our  dif- 
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coveries  in  the  northern  parts  of  America ;  and  having  thus  opened  the  true  defign 
of  his  attempts,  we  fhall  proceed  to  the  narrative  of  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
render  the  nature  and  fuccefs  of  his  enterprizes  as  clear  as  it  is  poflible.  In  order  to 
this,  it  is  requifite  to  obferve,  that  before  his  firft  voyage  was  undertaken,  there  was 
a  defign  of  attempting  to  difcover  a  north-weft  paifage,  formed  by  fome  traders  of 
the  weft  of  England  ;  who,  when  they  underftood  that  the  like  projeft  had  been  fet 
on  foot  at  London,  propofed  joining  their  forces,  which  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Sanderfon,  merchant  of  London,  who  was  both  a  principal  man  in  the  under- 
taking, and  a  large  contributor  towards  the  expence,  recommended  Captain  John 
Davis,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  have  the  direftion  of  this  enterprize ;  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  commander  of  the  Sunftiine  of  London,  a  bark  of  fifty  tons,  on  board 
of  which  were  three  and  twenty  perfons,  and,  in  conjundion  with  the  Moonfliine,  of 
Dartmouth,  a  velTel  of  thirty-five  tons,  with  nineteen  perfons  on  board,  they  failed  from 
the  laft  mentioned  port  on  their  voyage  for  difcovery,  June  7,  1585. 

On  the  14th  of  the  fame  month  they  were  forced  into  one  of  the  Sylley,  Or,  as  it 
is  now  written,  the  Scilly  iflands,  where  being  detained  for  a  fortnight.  Captain  Davis 
fhewed  his  aftive  and  indefatigable  genius,  by  making  an  accurate  chart  of  them,  which 
was  a  thing,  at  that  time,  very  much  wanted.  On  the  28th  they  failed  from  thence, 
and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north-weft,  till  on  the  19th  of  July  they  came  into  a 
whirling  tide,  which  fet  northwards,  and  failing  about  half  a  league  into  a  very  calm 
fea,  which  bent  fouth-fouth-weft,  they  heard  a  mighty  roaring,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
breach  of  fome  ftiore,  which  could  not  but  be  very  terrible,  fince  the  weather  was  fo 
foggy  that  they  could  not  fee  from  one  ftiip  to  another,  though  at  a  very  finall  diftance. 
Upon  this  the  Moonlhine  was  ordered  to  hoift  her  boat  out  to  found,  but  they  could 
find  no  ground  in  three  hundred  fathoms  and  better ;  then  the  captain,  the  mafter, 
and  Mr.  Jane,  who  wrote  this  account,  went  towards  the  breach  to  fee  what  it  was,  and 
it  proved  to  be  feveral  iflands  of  ice  which  were  broke  loofe,  and  floating  in  the  fea ; 
they  got  out  upon  thefe,  and  walked  upon  them,  and  when  they  went  back  into  their 
boat,  they  carried  feveral  large  pieces  of  ice,  which  melted  into  very  good  frefh 
water. 

On  the  20th  the  fog  breaking  up  they  difcovered  the  land,  which  looked  like  a 
fugar-loaf,  and  made  fo  uncomfortable,  or  rather  fo  horrid  an  appearance,  that  Captain 
Davis  called  it  the  Land  of  Defolation.  On  the  21ft  they  were  forced  to  bend  their 
courfe  fouth  again,  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  ice,  which  they  did,  and  then  ran  along 
the  fliore.  On  the  22d  the  captain  endeavoured  to  go  aftiore,  but  was  hindered  by  the 
ice ;  the  water  on  the  coafl  was  very  black,  and  though  the  feamen  made  ufe  of  their 
lines,  they  could  catch  no  fifli.  On  the  24th  the  captain  caufed  the  men's  allowance 
to  be  increafed,  to  encourage  them ;  but  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  he  afl'ures  us  the 
weather  was  far  from  being  cold,  but  like  ours  in  April,  very  fliarp,  when  the  wind 
blew  from  the  fliore ;  and  on  the  contrary,  very  hot,  when  it  blew  from  the  fea. 

On  the  25th  they  bore  away  north-weft,  and  continued  their  courfe  for  four  days. 
On  the  29th  they  difcovered  land  in  the  latitude  of  fixty-four  degrees  fifteen  minutes 
north,  the  fea  quite  free  from  ice,  and  the  weather  very  temperate.  Upon  viewing 
the  coaft  they  found  many  pleafant  bays  and  commodious  ports,  but  judged  it  not  a 
continued  land,  but  rather  an  archipelago,  and  therefore  they  refolvcd  to  go  afliore  on 
one  of  thefe  fmall  iflands,  in  order  to  fearch  for  wood  and  water,  and  to  gain  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  country ;  they  were  no  fooner  on  fliore,  than  they  found  evident 
marks  of  the  country's  being  inhabited,  by  there  lying  upon  the  ground  a  finall  flioe, 
feveral  pieces  of  leather  fewed  with  fi)iews,  a  piece  of  iir  and  wool  like  beaver.     They 
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went  next  upon  another  ifland,  where,  getting  upon  a  high  rock,  they  were  feen  by 
the  people  of  the  country,  who  fet  up  thereupon  a  moft  hideous  howling ;  when  they 
perceived  this,  the  Engliih  likewife  made  a  noifc,  to  give  notice  of  what  had  happened 
to  their  own  people.;  upon    which  Captain  Bruton,  of  the  Moonlhine,  prcfentiy  came 
to  their  afliftance,  with  a  good  number  of  his  feamen ;  and  prefently  after  their  arrival 
there  appeared  ten  boats  full  of  the  natives  coming  from  a  neighbouring  ifland,  and 
two  of  thefe  canoes  advanced  fo  near  the  fhore,  that  they  could  eafily  talk  w  ith  thofe 
that  were  in  them ;  their  language  was  much  in  the  throat,  and  their  pronunciation 
harfli  and  unpleafant ;   one  of  them  however,  feemed   inclined   to  come   on  fliore, 
but  iirfl  pointed  to  the  fun,  and  then  ftruck  his  breaft  fo   hard,  that  they   could 
hear  the  blow  ;  upon  which,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  mafter  of  the  Moonfhine,  was  appointed 
to  treat  with  him  ;    and  he  going  to  the  fea-fide,  pointing  to  the  fun,  and  ftriking  his 
breaft,  as   the  favage  had  done,  he  at  length  ventured  on  fhore,  and  they  threw  him 
caps,  ftockings,  gloves,  and  what  elfe  they  thought  might  pleafe  him  ;    but  the  night 
drawing  on,  they  took  their  leaves  on  both  fides. 

The  next  morning  there  came  thirty-feven  canoes  rowing  by  their  Ihips,  calling  them 
to  come  afliore.  The  Engliih  however  did  not  make  great  hafte ;  upon  which  one  of 
he  favages  leaped  on  fhore,  and  went  to  the  top  of  a  rock,  where  he  danced  and 
beat  a  drum,  to  fhew  his  joy.  The  Englifh  then  manned  their  boats,  and  came  to  them 
to  the  water-fide,  where  they  waited  in  their  canoes  ;  and  after  the  formal  ceremony  of 
fwearing  by  the  fun,  the  favages  made  no  fcruple  of  trufting  them ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  fliewed  all  pofTible  figns  of  kindnefs,  and  even  of  politenefs ;  for  when  the 
author  of  this  voyage  offered  to  fhake  hands  with  one  of  them,  he  firft  took  his  hand 
and  kifled  it.  They  readily  parted  with  any  thing  they  were  aflced  for,  and  were  con- 
tent with  whatever  was  given  them,  fhewing  no  figns  of  greedinefs,  much  lefs  of  trea- 
chery or  infidelity.  They  bought  of  them  five  of  their  canoes,  and  feveral  of  their 
ftockings  and  gowns,  which  were  made,  fome  of  feal  and  other  of  bird  Ikins,  all  of 
them  well  drefled  and  neatly  made  ;  fo  that  it  plainly  appeared  they  had  various  trades 
amongft  them.  They  had  plenty  of  furs ;  and  when  they  faw  that  the  Englifh  ad- 
mired them,  they  gave  them  to  underftand,  by  figns,  that  they  would  go  up  into  their 
country  and  come  down  and  bring  them  more,  but  the  wind  proving  fair  in  the  night, 
Capt.  Davis,  defpifing  profit,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft  failed  ftill  farther  to  the  north-weft  ; 
and  on  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  they  entered  into  a  very  fair  road,  free  from  ice, 
in  the  latitude  of  fixty-fix  degrees  forty  minutes,  where  they  landed  under  a  high 
mountain,  the  cliffs  of  which  fhone  like  gold. 

Captain  Davis,  having  taken  a  view  of  every  thing,  began  to  think  of  beftowing 
names  on  the  places  he  had  difcovered.  He  gave  to  the  hill  the  name  of  Mount 
Raleigh  ;  the  road  where  the  fhip  lay  he  called  Totnefs  Road  ;  the  found  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  Exeter  Sound  ;  the  north-foreland,  Dier's  Cape  ;  and  the  fouth-fore- 
land,  Walfhingham.  Here  they  difcovered  four  white  bears  of  a  prodigious  bignefs, 
two  of  which  they  killed  and  brought  on  board  j  the  fore-paw  of  one  of  which 
meafured  fourteen  inches.  They  faw  a  raven  upon  Mount  Raleigh,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  hill  they  found  fome  fhrubs  and  flowers  like  primrofes ;  the  coaft  how- 
ever was  very  mountainous,  and  altogether  barren,  affording  neither  wood  nor  grafs, 
nor  fo  much  as  earth ;  the  mountains  being  all  of  ftone,  but  the  braveft  ftone,  fays 
our  author,  that  ever  we  faw.  Yet  this  account  concludes  nothing  againft  the  fruit- 
fulnefs  of  the  inland  part  of  the  country,  which  might  be  very  good  for  all  that,  and 
indeed  probably  was  fo,  fince  the  bears  were  very  fat,  and  yet  it  appeared,  upon  open- 
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ing  their  ftomachs,  and  upon  viewing  their  dung,  that  they   were  not  ravenous,  but 
fed  upon  grafs. 

They  weighed  on  the  8th  from  Mount  Raleigh,  failing  ftill  along  the  coaft,  which 
lay  fouth-fouth-weft,  and  eafl-north-eaft.     On  the  i  ith  they  came  to  the  moft  foutherly 
point  of  this  land,    which    they    called  the    Cape   of  God's  Mercy,  and  here  they 
were  furprifed  with  a  very  thick  fog  ;  upon  the  breaking  up  of  which,  they  found 
that  they   were  fhut  into  a  very  ftreight  or  paflage,  in  fome  places  fixty  miles  broad, 
in  others  ninety  ;    the  weather  very  fine  and  temperate,  and   the  water  of  the  fame 
colour  with  that  of  the  ocean,  which  filled  them  with  hopes.     They  failed  through 
this  ftreight  for   fixty  leagues,  and   then  difcovered  feveral  fair  iflands  in  the  midft 
of  it,  with  an  open  paffage  on  both    fides,    through  which  they  failed  ;     one  bark 
taking  the  north,  the  other  the  fouth  fide  ;  but  the  wind  changing,  and  the  wea- 
ther growing  foggy  and  foul,  they   were    forced  to  lie   by  for  rive  days,    in  thofe 
which  have  been  ever  fince  called  Davis's    Streights.      On    the    14th    they    went 
aftiore,  and  faw  evident  marks    of   the  country's  being  inhabited  ;    for  they  found 
part  of  a  ftone  wall  and  a  human  fkull.      On  the   15th  they  heard  a  great  howl- 
ing on  fhore,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  wolves,  and  therefore  went  afhore  to  kill 
them ;    when  they  came  to  land  they  found  the  creatures  they  had  taken  for  wolves 
were  dogs,  and  they    came    inftantly    running  to  the  boat  to  meet  them,  wagging 
their  tails,    and    (hewing  other  figns  of  joy,  as  is  ufual  for  thofe  animals  to  do  at 
the  fight  of  men.      There    were    twenty   of  them  in  all,  and  as  they  were  of  the 
fize  of  maftiifs,  with  fhort  ears,  and  long  bufhy  tails,   the  feamen  being  afraid    of 
them,  fired  and  killed    two,    one  of  which  had  a  leather  collar  on.      They  found 
likewife  there  two  fledges,  one  made  of  feveral    kinds  of  boards  that  were  fawed, 
and  the  other  of  whale-bone.     They  likewife  faw  larks,  ravens,  and  partridges.   On 
the  17th  they  went  afhore  again,   and  in  an  oven  built  with  ftones,  they  found  a 
fmall  canoe  made  of  wood,  an  image,  a  bird  made    of  bone,  beads  for  necklaces, 
and  other  trilies.     The  coafl  made  no  very  promifing  appearance,  as  having  neither 
wood  nor    grafs  ;     but    the    rocks  were  of  a    fine  bright  ftone,  like  marble  beau- 
tified with  veins  of  different  colours.       Upon    the    fhore  they  found  a  feal  or  fea- 
calf  juft  flead  and  thrown  under  a  heap  of  ftones. 

Captain  Davis  and  his  mafter  were  extremely  well   pleafed  with  the  appearance 
of  this    ftreight,   though    they  began   to   doubt    whether  the   feafon    would    permit 
them   to   continue  long  in  it ;    which  neverthelefs  they  took  for  the  very  channel  into 
the  South  Seas,  in  fearch  of  which  they  came,  and  refolved  to  report  fo  much  upon 
their  return  to  England,     The  reafons  which  confirmed  the  probability  of  there  being 
a  paffage  in  this  flreight,  and  upon  which   they  grounded  their  hopes  of  future  fuc- 
cefs,  were,  firft.  That  this  place  was  all  iflands,  with  great  founds  between   them. 
Second,  That  the  water  remained  all  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  main  ocean,  with- 
out altering ;  whereas  they  never  came  into  any  bay  before  nor  after,  but  the  colour  of 
the  water  was  altered  very   blackifli.     Third,  Becaufe  they  faw  to  the  weft  of  thofe 
iflands  three  or  four  whales  in  a  fliull,  which  they  imagined  came  from  the  Weftern 
Sea,  becaufe  to  the  eallward  they  had  feen  no  whales.     Fourth,  Becaufe  as  they  were 
rowing  into  a  very   great  found  lying  fouth-welt,  from  whence  thofe  whales  came, 
there  came  fuddenly  a  violent  counter-check  of  a  tide  from  the  fouthward,  againft 
the  flood  which  they  came  in  with,  not  knowing  from  whence  it  received  its  fource. 
Fifth,  Becaufe  in  failing  twenty  leagues  within  the  mouth  of  this  entrance,  they  had 
founding  in  ninety  fathoms  on  a  grey  and  oufy  land  ;    and  the   farther  they  ran  into 
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the  weftward,  the  deeper  was  the  water  :  fo  that  among  the  iflands  they  had  near  the 
fliore  no  ground  in  three  hundred  and  thirty  fathom.  Sixth,  Becaule  it  ebbed 
and  flowed  fix  or  feven  fathom,  the  flood  coming  from  divers  parts,  fo  that  they 
could  not  with  any  certainty  difcern  the  chief  fource  of  it. 

On  the  1 9th  it  was  refolved  by  the  officers  to  continue  the  profecution  of  their  dif- 
coveries  ;  but  the  wind  changing  on  the  20th,  they  were  obHged  to  remain  at  anchor ; 
and  the  weather  growing  very  foul,  they,  on  the  24th,  hoifted  fail  for  England.  On 
the  loth  of  September  they  fell  in  with  the  Land  of  Defolation  ;  on  the  27th  they 
had  fight  of  the  Englifli  coaft,  and  in  a  florm  loft  the  Moonfliine  that  night.  On 
the  30th  captain  Davis  came  fafely  into  Dartmouth,  where  he  found  the  Moonfliine, 
which  arrived  about  two  hours  before.  Upon  his  return  to  London,  captain  Davis 
gave  a  very  clear  account  to  his  owners,  of  his  expedition,  and  of  what  he  had  done ; 
obferving,  that  at  the  time  he  put  to  fea  he  had  only  general  inftruftions  to  fearch 
for  a  paiTage  to  the  north-weft,  without  any  intimation  where  that  paflage  was  moft 
likely  to  be  found  -,  that  he  had  accordingly  entered  a  ftreight  which  he  thought 
might  poflibly  be  that  paffage ;  but  the  weather  changing,  and  the  feafon  of  the 
year  being  too  far  advanced,  he  judged  it  requifite  to  return  home. 

His  owners  were  fo  well  fatisfied,  that  they  procured  him  an  audience  of  fecre- 
tary  Walfingham  ;  who  approved  very  much  of  the  enterprize,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  conducted  it ;  but  at  the  fame  time  recommended  it  to  him  to 
complete  this  difcovery,  to  which  he  was  alfo  prefled  by  thofe  who  were  concerned 
in  his  former  undertaking,  and  by  fome  merchants  of  Exeter,  who  defired  to  join 
in  the  expences  neceifary  for  a  fecond  expedition ;  to  which  he  willingly  confented, 
and  accordingly  undertook  it ;  and  as  he  has  written  himfelf  an  account  of  this  voyage, 
which  was  a  very  remarkable  one,  I  fliall  give  it  the  reader  as  near  as  may  be  in  his 
own  words. 

"  On  the  7th  of  May,  1586,  I  fet  out  from  Dartmouth  with  four  fail,  viz.  the  Mer- 
maid of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  the  Sunfliine  of  fixty  tons,  the  Moonfliine  of 
thirty-five  tons,  and  a  pinnace  of  thirteen  tons,  called  the  North  Star.  We  ccJafted 
the  fouth  fide  of  Ireland,  and  on  the  thirteenth  fteered  away  north-weft,  till  we  came 
to  the  latitude  of  fixty  degrees.  At  which  time  I  divided  my  fleet,  and  ordered  the 
Sunfliine  and  the  North  Star,  to  feek  a  pafl'age  northward  between  Greenland  and 
Iceland,  to  the  latitude  of  eighty  degrees,  if  land  did  not  hinder  them.  I  departed 
from  them  the  7th  of  June,  and  on  the  15th  difcovered  land  in  fixty  degrees  lati- 
tude, and  in  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  London  weftward  forty-feven  de- 
grees. The  ice  lay,  in  fome  ten,  in  fome  twenty,  in  fome  fifty  leagues  oft'  the  fliore  ; 
fo  that  we  were  conftrained  to  bear  into  fifty-feven  degrees  to  double  the  fame,  and  to 
get  a  free  fea,  which  through  God's  favourable  mercy  we  at  length  obtained. 

"  On  the  29th,  after  many  ftorms,  we  again  difcovered  land,  in  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  London  fifty-eight  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  in  latitude  fixty- 
four  degrees,  being  eaft  from  us,  into  which  fince  it  pleafed  God  by  contrary  winds 
to  force  us,  I  thought  fit  to  bear  in  with  it,  and  to  fet  up  our  pinnace,  which  we 
had  provided  in  the  Mermaid  to  be  our  fcout  for  this  difcovery,  and  fo  much  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  year  before  I  had  been  in  the  fame  place,  and  found  it  very 
convenient  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  being  inhabited  by  a  people  of  tractable  converfation, 
and  the  fea  void  of  ice.  The  fliips  being  within  the  founds,  we  fent  our  boats  to  fearch 
for  flioal-water,  where  we  might  anchor,  which  in  this  place  is  very  hard  to  find.  The 
people  of  the  country  efpying  them,  came  in  their  canoes  towards  them  with  fliouts 
and  cries  ;  but  when  they  faw  in  the  boats  fome  of  our  company  that  were  there 
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the  laft  year,  they  rowed  to  the  boat,  and  taking  hold  of  the  oar,  hung  about  the 
boat,  exprefling  a  great  deal  of  joy  ;  and  making  figns  that  they  knew  all  thofe 
that  had  been  there  the  year  before.  I  went  afliore  with  others  of  the  company, 
and  took  with  me  twenty  knives.  We  had  no  fooner  landed  but  they  leaped  out  of 
their  canoes  and  came  running  to  us,  and  embraced  us  with  many  figns  of  hearty 
welcome  ;  there  were  eighteen  of  them,  and  I  gave  to  each  of  them  a  knife,  and  they 
offered  me  ikins  for  a  reward ;  but  I  made  figns  that  they  were  not  fold,  but  freely 
given  to  them  ;  and  fo  difmifled  them  for  that  time,  with  figns  that  they  ftiould 
return  after  certain  hours. 

"  The  next  day,  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  the  pinnace  was  landed  upon  an  ifland, 
there  to  be  finifhed  ;  and  while  it  was  fetting  up  the  people  came  continually  to  us, 
fometimes  a  hundred  canoes  at  a  time,  bringing  feal-fkins,  flag-fkins,  white  hares, 
feals,  falmon-peal,  fmall  cod,  dry  caplin,  with  other  fifh,  and  fome  birds.  I  fent 
one  of  the  boats  to  fearch  one  part  of  the  land,  while  I  went  to  another  part, 
with  ftricl  command  that  there  fhould  be  no  injury  offered  to  any  of  the  people,  nor 
any  gun  (hot.  They  formed  tents  made  of  feal-fkins,  wherein  was  ftore  of  dried 
caplin,  being  a  fmall  fifli  no  bigger  than  a  pilchard,  fome  bags  of  train-oil,  many 
little  images  cut  in  wood,  and  feal-fkins  in  tan-tubs,  whereof  they  diminifhed  nothing. 
When  they  had  pafTed  ten  miles  within  the  fnowy  mountains,  they  came  to  a  plain 
champaign  country  with  earth  and  grafs,  like  to  our  moory  and  wafle  grounds  in 
England  ;  they  went  ten  leagues  up  into  a  river,  which  in  the  narrowefl  place 
was  two  leagues  over,  finding  it  flill  to  continue  they  knew  not  how  far.  But  I  with 
my  company  took  another  river,  which,  although  at  firfl  it  afforded  a  large  inlet,  yet 
it  proved  but  a  deep  bay,  the  end  whereof  I  attained  in  four  hours  ;  and  there  leaving 
the  boat  well  manned,  went  with  the  refl  of  the  company  three  or  four  miles 
into  the  country,  but  found  nothing,  nor  faw  any  thing  but  gripes,  ravens,  and 
fmall  birds,  as  larks  and  linnets.  The  3d  of  July  I  manned  my  boat,  and  went  with 
fifty  canoes  attending  upon  me  into  another  found,  where  the  people,  by  figns,  willed 
me  to  go,  hoping  to  find  their  habitation.  At  lafl  they  made  figns  that  I  fhould  go 
into  a  warm  place  to  fleep  ;  at  which  place  I  went  on  fhore,  and  defired  they  would 
leap  with  our  men,  which  they  agreed  to,  but  ours  did  over-leap  them  ;  from  leap- 
ing they  went  to  wreflling  ;  we  found  them  flrong  and  nimble,  and  to  have  (kill  in 
wreftling,  for  they  cafl  fome  of  our  men  that  were  good  wrefllers. 

"  On  the  4th  the  mafter  of  the  Mermaid  went  to  certain  iflands  to  ftore  himfelf 
with  wood,  where  he  found  a  grave  with  divers  buried  in  it,  covered  with  feal-fkins 
only,  and  a  crofs  laid  over  them.  The  people  are  of  good  ftature,  well  proportioned, 
with  fmall  flender  hands  and  feet,  broad  vifages,  fmall  eyes,  wide  mouths,  the  mofl 
part  unbearded,  great  lips  and  clofe  toothed  ;  they  are  much  given  to  bleed,  and 
therefore  flop  their  nofes  with  deer's  hair,  or  that  of  an  elan.  One  of  them  kindled  a 
fire  after  this  manner  ;  he  took  a  piece  of  a  board  wherein  was  a  hole  half  through ; 
then  he  put  into  the  hole  the  end  of  a  round  ftick  like  a  bed  ftaff,  wetting 
the  end  thereof  with  train-oil,  and,  (as  your  turners  do,)  with  a  piece  of  lea- 
ther by  the  violent  motion  he  fpeedily  produced  fire ;  this  done,  he  made 
a  fire  with  turfs,  into  which,  with  many  words  and  flrange  geftures,  he  put 
divers  things  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  a  facrificc ;  they  defired  me  to  go  into 
the  fmoak,  and  I  willed  them  likewife  to  fiand  in  the  fmoak,  which  they  would  by  no 
means  do  ;  I  then  thrufl  one  of  them  into  the  fmoak,  and  commanded  one  of  my  men 
to  tread  out  the  fire  and  fpurn  it  into  the  fea,  to  fliew  them  that  we  did  contemn  their 
forcery.    They  are  very  fimple  in  their  convcrfation,  but  marveloufly  thievifh,  efpecially 
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of  iron,  which  they  have  in  great  efteem.  They  cut  away  the  Moonfliine's  boat  from 
her  flem  ;  they  cut  our  cables  and  our  cloth  where  it  lay  to  air,  though  we  did  care- 
fully look  to  it ;  they  ftole  our  oars,  a  caliver,  a  boat,  a  fpear,  a  fword,  with  divers 
other  things,  which  fo  grieved  the  company,  that  they  defired  mc  to  diflblve  this  now 
friendfliip ;  whereupon  1  ordered  a  caliver  to  be  fliot  among  them,  and  immediately 
upon  the  fame  a  falcon  ;  which  ftrange  noife  did  fo  amaze  them,  that  they  departed 
with  all  fpecd  ;  but  within  ten  hours  they  returned  and  intrcated  a  peace,  which  being 
granted,  they  brought  us  feal-flvins  and  falmon-peal,  but  when  they  faw  iron  they  could 
not  forbear  flealing  ;  which  when  I  perceived,  1  commanded  that  in  no  cafe  they  fliould 
be  any  more  hardly  ufed,  but  that  our  own  people  (hould  be  more  vigilant  to  keep 
their  things. 

"  They  eat  all  tlieir  meat  raw  ;  they  live  moll  upon  fifh,  drink  fait  water,  and  eat 
grafs  and  ice  with  delight ;  they  make  fifhing-nets  with  whale-fins  ;  it  is  probable 
they  have  wars  with  thofe  on  the  main  land,  many  of  them  being  fore  wounded,  which 
wounds  they  received  upon  the  main  land,  as  by  figns  they  gave  us  to  underftand. 
The  17th  of  July  I  went  afhore  in  our  new  pinnace,  and  with  the  mofl  part  of  my 
company  went  to  the  top  of  an  high  mountain,  hoping  from  thence  to  fee  into  the 
country,  ;  but  the  mountains  were  To  many  and  fo  lofty  that  we  could  not  fee  far ;  we 
returned  to  our  pinnace  and  faw  a  ftrange  fight,  which  was  a  mighty  whirlwind,  con- 
tinuing three  hours  with  little  intermiffion,  which  taking  up  the  water  in  great  quan- 
tities, furioufly  mounted  it  into  the  air.  The  next  morning,  the  ftorm  being  over,  we 
failed  into  a  mighty  great  river,  diredly  into  the  body  of  the  land,  and  found  it  to  be 
no  firm  land,  but  huge,  vaft,  and  defert  iflands,  with  mighty  founds  and  inlets  pafling 
between  fea  and  fea.  On  the  9th  we  returned  to  our  fhips,  where  our  mariners  com- 
plained heavily  againft  the  people,  that  they  had  ftolen  an  anchor  from  us,  had  cut 
one  of  our  cables  very  dangeroufly,  and  fpared  not  to  fling  ftones  at  us  of  half  a  pound 
weight :  the  next  day  I  went  afhore  and  ufed  them  with  much  courtefy,  and  when  I 
returned  they  followed  me  in  their  canoes  ;  I  gave  fome  of  them  bracelets,  and  feven 
or  eight  of  them  came  on  board,  whom  I  ufed  kindly,  and  let  them  depart ;  as  foon 
as  fun  was  fet  they  began  to  practife  their  devililh  nature,  and  with  flings  threw  (tones 
very  fiercely  into  the  Sunfliine,  and  knocked  down  the  boatfwain ;  whereupon  we 
purfued  them  with  our  boats,  and  fhot  at  them  ;  but  they  rowed  fo  fwiftly,  that 
we  could  not  reach  them. 

"  On  the  nth  five  of  them  came  to  make  a  new  truce;  the  mafter  acquainted 
me  with  their  coming,  and  defired  they  might  be  kept  prifoners  until  we  had  our 
anchor  again  ;  but  when  he  faw  the  chief  ring-leader  and  mafter  of  mifchief  was  one 
of  the  five,  he  was  then  very  urgent  to  have  him  feized,  and  fo  it  was  determined  to 
take  him  ;  he  came  crying  Uiaotit,  and,  ftriking  his  breaft,  offered  a  pair  of  gloves  to 
fell ;  the  mafter  offered  him  a  knife  for  them  :  fo  two  of  them  came  to  us,  one  we 
difmifled,  but  the  other  was  foon  made  captive  among  us ;  then  we  pointed  to  him 
and  his  fellows  for  our  anchor,  which  being  had,  we  made  figns  to  him  he  Ihould  be 
fet  at  liberty  ;  about  an  hour  after  the  wind  came  fair,  and  we  fet  fail  and  brought 
him  away  with  us.  One  of  his  companions,  following  our  ffiip  in  his  canoe,  talked 
with  him,  and  feemed  to  lament  his  condition  ;  we  ftill  ufing  him  well,  and  faying 
to  him  Iliaout,  i.e.  we  mean  no  harm  ;  at  laft  he  aboard  fpake  four  or  five  words  to  the 
other,  and  clapped  both  his  hands  on  his  face,  the  other  did  the  like,  and  fo  parted  ; 
we  judged  the  covering  his  face,  and  bowing  down  his  body  fignified  his  death  ; 
after  fome  time  he  became  a  pleafant  companion  among  us  ;  I  gave  him  a  new  fuit  of 
frieze  of  the  Englifli  falhion,  of  which  he  was  very  fond  ;  he  trimmed  up  his  darts  and 
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all  his  fifliing  tools,  and  would  make  oakum,  and  fet  his  hand  to  the  rope's-end ; 
he  fed  upon  caplin  and  dry  Newland  fifh.  The  1 7th,  being  in  latitude  of  fixty-three 
degrees  eight  minutes,  we  fell  in  with  a  mighty  mafs  of  ice,  very  high,  like  land, 
with  bays  and  capes ;  and,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  land,  we  fent  our  pinnace  to  difcover  it ; 
but  on  her  return,  we  were  affured  that  it  was  only  ice,  which  caufed  great  admi- 
ration to  us  all,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  in  this  place  we  had  very,  tickle  and  ftrong 
currents.  We  coafted  this  mafs  of  ice  till  the  30th,  finding  it  a  great  bar  to 
our  purpofe.  The  air  was  now  fo  foggy,  and  the  fea  fo  peftered  with  ice,  that 
all  hopes  of  proceeding  was  banilhed ;  for  on  the  24th  of  July  our  fhrouds, 
ropes,  and  fails,  were  fo  frozen  and  compafled  with  ice,  only  by  a  grofs  fog, 
as  feenied  to  us  very  ftrange,  who  the  laft  year  found  this  fea  free  and  navigable 
without   impediments. 

"  Our  men,  through  this  extremity  began  to  grow  fick  and  feeble,  and  with- 
all  hopelefs  of  good  fuccefs  ;  whereupon,  very  orderly  and  difcreetly,  they  intreated 
me  to  regard  our  prefent  flate,  and  withal  advifed  me,  that  in  confcience  I  ought 
to  preferve  my  own  life  and  theirs ;  and  that  I  fhould  not,  through  my  own  bold- 
nefs,  leave  their  widows  and  fatherlefs  children  to  give  me  bitter  curfes.  This 
did  move  me  to  commiferate  their  condition,  yet  confidering  the  importance  of 
this  difcovery,  if  it  could  be  accomplifhed,  the  great  hopes  of  a  paflage  by  what 
we  had  feen  the  laft  voyage,  and  that  there  was  yet  a  third  way  to  be  at- 
tempted, I  thought  it  would  turn  to  my  difcredit  if  the  adlion  (hould  fail  through 
my  negleft,  therefore  refolved  to  profecute  it  ;  and  confidering  the  Mermaid,  by 
reafon  of  her  burden,  was  not  fo  nimble  and  convenient  for  this  purpofe  as  a  fmaller 
bark,  and  was  one  hundred  pound  a  month  charge  to  the  adventurers  ;  I  determined 
to  re-vidlual  the  Moonlhine,  and  proceed  as  God  fliould  dirett  me :  whereupon  I 
altered  my  courfe  to  recover  the  next  fhore,  where  this  might  be  performed  ;  and 
the  I  ft  of  Auguft  difcovered  land  without  fnow  or  ice,  in  latitude  fixty-fix  de- 
grees thirty-three  minutes,  and  in  longitude,  from  the  meridian  of  London  feventy 
degrees. 

"  On  the  2d  we  anchored  in  a  very  good  road,  where,  with  all  fpeed,  we 
graved  and  re-viftualled  the  Moonftiine ;  we  found  it  here  very  hot,  and  we  were  very 
much  troubled  with  mufkitos,  which  did  fting  grievoufly.  The  people  of  the  coun- 
try caught  a  feal,  and,  with  bladders  faft  tied  to  him,  fent  him  to  us  with  the 
flood,  fo  as  he  came  right  with  our  ftiip,  which  we  took  as  a  friendly  prefent  from 
them.  On  the  5th  I  went  on  top  of  a  hill,  and  efpying  three  canoes  under  a  rock, 
went  to  them,  and  found  in  them  fkins,  darts,  &c.  whereof  we  diminiflied  nothing ; 
but  left  upon  every  boat  a  filk  point,  a  bullet  of  lead,  and  a  pin.  The  next  day 
the  people  came  to  us  without  fear,  and  bartered  with  us  for  fkins  ;  our  favage 
kept  clofe,  and  made  fhevv  that  he  would  iain  have  another  companion.  Being 
thus  provided,  I  departed  on  the  1 2th,  leaving  the  Mermaid  at  anchor  ;  her  crew 
finding  many  occafions  of  difcontent,  and  being  unwilling  to  proceed,  here  forfook 
me. 

"  The  14th,  failing  weft  fifty  leagues,  we  difcovered  land,  in  latitude  fixty-fix 
degrees  19  minutes;  and  the  next  day  we  ftood  to  the  fouth  ;  and  on  the  i8th  dif- 
covered a  very  fair  promontory  north-weft  from  us,  in  fixty-five  degrees,  having  no 
land  on  the  fouth,  which  gave  us  great  hopes  of  a  paflage.  The  20th  I  went  to  the 
top  of  a  high  hill,  whence  I  perceived  that  this  land  was  all  iflands  ;  we  coafted  this 
ifland  towards  the  fouth,  from  fixty-feven  to  fifty-feven  degrees.  The  28th,  having 
great  diftruft  of  the  weather,  we  arrived  in  a  fair  harbour,  and  failed  ten  leagues  into 
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the  fame,  being  two  leagues  broad,  with  fair  woods  on  both  fides  :  here  we  continued 
to  the  ill  of  September,  in  which  time  we  had  two  very  great  ftorms  ;  I  went  fix 
miles  into  the  country,  and  found  the  woods  were  fir,  pine-apple,  elder,  yew,  wi- 
thy, and  birch.  Here  we  faw  a  black  bear,  and  ftore  of  jjirds,  as  pheafants,  partridges, 
wild  geefe,  bucks,  blackbirds,  jays,  thruflies,  and  other  fmali  birds.  The  ift  we 
fet  fail,  and  coafted  the  fliore  with  fair  weather.  The  4th  we  anchored  in  a  good 
road,  among  many  iflands.  Eight  leagues  to  the  north  of  this  place  we  had  ftrong 
hopes  of  a  pafTage,  by  reafon  of  a  mighty  fea  palling  between  the  two  lands,  weft  ; 
we  greatly  defired  to  go  into  this  fea,  but  the  wind  was  direftly  againft  us. 

"  The  6th  we  fent  five  young  men  afliore  to  an  ifland,  to  fetch  fomc  fifti  which 
we  had  left  there  covered  all  night.  The  favages  who  lurked  in  the  woods  fuddenly 
aftaulted  our  men,  which  we  perceiving  let  ilip  our  cable,  and  under  our  fore-fail, 
bore  in  to  the  fhore,  and  difcharged  a  double  mulket  upon  them  twice  ;  at  the  noife 
of  which  they  fled,  having  killed  two  of  our  men  with  their  arrows,  and  grievoufly 
wounded  two  more ;  the  other  efcaped  by  fwimming,  with  an  arrow  fhot  through 
his  arm. 

"  This  evening  it  pleafed  God  farther  to  increafe  our  forrows  with  a  furious 
ftorm  at  north-north-eaft,  which  lafted  to  the  1  oth  :  we  unrigged  our  fliip  and  in- 
tended to  cut  down  our  mafts ;  the  cable  of  our  fheet-anchor  broke,  fo  that  we 
expefted  to  be  driven  on  fhore,  and  become  a  prey  to  the  cannibals  ;  yet,  in  this 
deep  diftrefs,  God  gave  us  fuccour,  and  fent  us  a  fair  fea,  fo  that  we  recovered 
our  anchor  again,  and  new-moored  our  fliip  ;  where  we  faw  that  God  had  manifeftly 
delivered  us,  for  two  ftrands  of  our  cable  were  broken.  The  nth  the  wind  com- 
ing fair  at  weft-north-weft,  we  departed  with  truft  in  God's  mercy,  ftiaping  our  courfe 
for  England,  and  arrived  in  the  Weft-country  the  beginning  of  Otlober,  where  the 
Sunfliine  arrived  a  few  days  before  us ;  fhe  had  been  at  Iceland,  and  from  thence  to 
Greenland,  and  fo  to  Eftotiland,  and  thence  to  Defolation,  where  {he  trafficked  with 
the  people,  flaying  in  the  country  twenty  days.  They  loft  fight  of  the  pinnace 
called  the  North  Star,  on  the  third  of  September,  in  a  very  great  ftorm,  and  lay  a-hull 
to  tarry  for  her  all  the  next  day ;  but  faw  her  no  more  :  the  faid  pinnace  never 
returned   home." 

We  find  annexed  to  this  account  of  Capt.  Davis's  fecond  voyage,  a  letter  of  his  to 
Mr.  William  Sanderfon,  who  feems  to  have  been  his  patron,  in  which  he  excufes  his 
want  of  fuccefs  in  this  voyage,  declares  his  confident  hope,  that  fuch  a  paflage  might 
yet  be  found,  the  improvement  of  his  knowledge  by  this  laft  voyage,  and  his  refolution 
to  profecute  this  difcovery  to  the  utmoft,  though  it  ftiould  coft  him  the  little  paternal 
fortune  he  had  in  the  Weft  ;  and  concludes  with  an  afiurance,  that  he  would  com- 
municate to  him  a  fair  and  clear  chart  of  his  voyage,  which  would  give  him  a  perfeft 
comprehenfion  of  the  arguments  he  had  to  offer  in  fupport  of  his  notion,  that  this 
paflTage  fo  often  attempted  in  vain  might  ftill  be  found.  This  letter  is  dated  from 
Exeter,  the  14th  of  Ottober  1586;  and  it  had  all  the  good  effects  that  Capt. 
Davis  could  expecl  from  it,  fince  his  friend  ftill  continued  to  have  as  good  an 
opinion  of  him  as  ever,  and  fo  it  appears  the  reft  of  his  owners  had ;  but  it  went 
no  farther  than  the  approbation  of  his  condud  in  his  laft  voyage,  for  when  he  came  to 
propofe  a  third  expedition,  the  Weft-country  merchants,  and  moft  of  thofe  in  London, 
grew  weary  of  the  expence,  and  would  be  concerned  no  longer.  He  propofed  how- 
ever, to  the  reft  of  the  adventurers,  a  new  fcheme,  which  took  efi^edt,  and  it  was  this  : 
that  they  fliould  fit  out  three  veffels,  one  of  which  only  fhould  be  employed  on  the 
difcovery,  and  the  other  two  in  fifhing  ;  by  which  he  propofed  to  defray  all,  or  at  leaft 
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the  beft  part  of  the  expence.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  Mr.  Bruton,  who  ferved 
with  Capt.  Davis  in  his  firft  voyage,  accompanied  him  alio  in  this,  and  fo  did  Mr. 
John  Jane,  who  has  been  his  merchant  or  fupercargo,  and  many  of  his  old  feamen  ; 
which  (hews  the  confidence  they  had  in  his  fkill,  and  how  fenfible  they  were  of 
his  care   and  good  ufage. 

The  veflTels  provided  for  this  laft  voyage  were  the  Elizabeth  of  Dartmouth,  the 
Sunfhine  of  London,  and  the  Ellen,  which  was  but  very  fmall.  As  for  the  hiftory 
of  the  voyage,  which  is  but  fhort,  we  fhall  give  it  as  we  did  the  former,  in  the 
words  of  the  author.  "  We  departed  from  Dartmouth  the  i  oth  of  May,  and  dif- 
covered  land  on  the  14th  of  June.  On  the  i6th  we  anchored  among  many  low 
iflands  which  lay  before  the  high  land  ;  the  people  came  to  us  crying,  Il'nwut,  and 
(hewing  us  feal-feins.  On  the  20th  I  left  the  two  fhips  to  follow  their  fifhing,  taking 
their  faithful  promife  not  to  depart  till  I  returned  unto  them,  which  fliould  be  in 
the  end  of  Augufl: ;  but  they  finifhing  their  voyage  in  fixteen  days,  prefently  re- 
turned for  England,  without  regarding  their  promife,  whilil  I,  not  diltrufting  any 
fuch  hard  meafure,  proceeded  on  the  difcovery.  On  the  24th,  in  latitude  fixty- 
feven  degrees,  forty  minutes,  the  weather  was  very  hot,  thirty  favages  came  to  us 
in  their  canoes,  twenty  leagues  from  the  land,  intreating  us  to  go  alhore.  I  coafled 
the  fliore  of  Greenland,  from  the  21ft  to  the  30th,  having  the  fea  all  open  towards 
the  weft,  and  the  land  on  the  ftarboard  fide,  eaft  from  me,  the  weather  extremely 
hot  and  very  calm.  The  fun  was  five  degrees  above  the  horizon  at  midnight,  latitude 
feventy-two  degrees  twelve  minutes ;  the  compafs  in  this  place  varied  twenty-eight 
degrees  towards  the  weft.  The  3d  of  July  we  fell  in  again  with  ice  ;  and  on  the 
6th  put  our  bark  through  it,  feeing  the  fea  free  on  the  weft  fide  ;  and  when  we 
had  failed  five  leagues  weft  we  fell  in  wdth  another  mighty  bank  of  ice  which  we 
could  not  pafs  ;  therefore  returning  again,  we  got  clear  on  the  8th  at  midnight,  and 
recovered  the  open  fea  through  God's  favour,  by  giving  us  fair  winds  and  calm 
weather.  On  the  1 5th,  in  latitude  fixty-feven  degrees  forty-five  minutes,  a  great 
current  fet  us  to  the  weft  fix  points  from  our  courfe. 

"  On  the  1 9th  we  had  fight  of  Mount  Raleigh.  On  the  30th  we  crofTed  over  a 
great  inlet  or  paflage,  being  twenty  leagues  broad,  and  fituate  between  fixty-two 
and  fixty-three  degrees,  in  which  place  we  had  eight  or  nine  great  races,  currents, 
or  over-falls,  like  the  water  under  London-bridge,  and  bending  their  courfe  into  the 
inlet.  The  31ft,  in  latitude  fixty-two  degrees,  coming  clofe  by  a  foreland,  we  fell  in- 
to a  mighty  race,  where  an  ifland  of  ice  was  carried  by  the  force  of  the  current  as 
feft  as  our  bark  could  fail  with  all  fails  bearing.  This  cape,  as  it  was  the  fouthern 
limits  of  the  gulph  wc  pafled  over  yefterday,  fo  was  it  the  north  promontory,  or 
beginning  of  another  great  inlet  which  we  paifed  over  this  night,  where  we  faw  the 
fea  falling  down  towards  the  inlet  with  a  mighty  over-fall,  and  circular  motion,  like 
whirl-pools,  in  the  fame  manner  as  forcible  lireams  force  through  the  arches  of 
bridges.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft,  as  we  were  feeking  our  fliips  that  went  to  fifli, 
being  among  many  iflands,  we  ftruck  on  a  rock,  and  had  a  great  leak :  the  next 
day  we  ftopped  our  leak,  in  a  ftorm ;  and  on  the  1 5th,  being  in  latitude  fixty-two 
degrees  twelve  minutes,  and  not  finding  our  Ihips,  nor  (according  to  their  promife) 
any  mark  or  beacon  which  I  willed  them  to  fet  up,  and  they  promifed  to  do,  upon 
every  headland  or  cape  within  twenty  leagues  every  way  from  their  fifliing-place,  and 
we  having  but  little  wood  in  our  fhip,  and  but  half  a  hoglhead  of  freih  water,  I 
fliaped  my  courfe  for   England,  and  arrived  at  Dartmouth  the  1 5th  of  September." 

Upon  his  return  from  this,  as  after  his  fecond  voyage,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
1 1  Sanderfon, 
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Sanderfon,  dated  from  Sandridge,  September  16,  1587;  wherein  he  tells  him,  that 
he  had  returned  fafe  with  all  his  company  :  that  he  had  failed  fixty  leagues  farther 
than  he  intended  at  his  departure  :  that  he  had  reached  the  latitude  of  feventy-three 
degrees  north,  finding  the  fea  all  open  and  the  {freight  forty  leagues  broad ;  con- 
cluding from  thence  that  the  paflage  was  moft  certain,  and  the  execution  moft 
eafy  ;  but,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  he  was  in  this  miftaken,  which  however,  does  not 
at  all  leflen  his  merit  or  the  great  difcoveries  he  made,  by  which  he  entitled  his 
country  to  all  this  coaft  of  North  America,  the  value  of  which  may  hereafter  prove 
as  great  as  any  difcovery  made  in  this  reign.  Neither  ought  we  to  efteem  it  any  di- 
minution of  his  merit,  that  he  was  fo  confident  of  finding  a  paflage  this  way  to  the 
very  laft ;  becaufe  as  far  as  he,  or  any  man,  could  judge,  there  was  indeed  great 
probability  of  the  thing,  and  nothing  but  fuch  a  fpirit  as  his  will  ever  be  able  to 
eftefl:  this  difcovery  whenever  it  (hall  be  made. 

But  he  was  not  only  an  able  officer  and  a  moft  fkilful  feaman,  but  had  like- 
wife  a  head  perfectly  well  turned  for  making  all  pofllble  advantages  of  the  fervice 
in  which  he  was  employed ;  as  appears  from  the  minutes  of  a  memorial  of  his  which 
I  have  feen,  addreffed  to  Secretary  Walfingham ;  wherein  he  tells  him,  that  he  found 
many  ignorant  and  malicious  people  had  a  very  mean  opinion  of  what  he  had  done, 
becaufe  his  voyages  had  not  anfwered  the  expence  ;  but  he  perfuaded  himfelf  that  fo 
wife  and  honourable  a  ftatefman,  would  think  in  a  manner  different  from  the  vulgar, 
and  efteem  his  fervices  capable  of  producing  great  advantages  to  the  nation,  even 
fuppofing  that  no  fuch  paffage  as  he  expeSed  ftiould  be  found ;  in  fupport  of  which 
he  laid  down  the  five  following  points. 

I.  That  it  would  redound  very  much  to  the  honour  of  the  Queen  and  her  fubjefts, 
if  the  people  in  thefe  northern  regions  were  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  in 
which  pious  work  many  of  thofe  bufy  and  fiery  fpirits  might  be  profitably  employed, 
that,  by  their  faftious  ftirrings  at  home,  ferved  only  to  create  confufion  in  church 
and  ftate :  for  if  thefe  people,  who  feemed  neither  deftitute  of  wit,  indultry,  or  valu- 
able commodities,  were  once  brought  over  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  they  might  foon  be 
brought  to  relifti  a  more  civilized  find  of  life,  and  be  thereby  induced  to  take  off  great 
quantities  of  our  coarfer  woollen  manufactures  ;  which  would  employ  the  poor  at 
home,  increafe  our  ftiipping,  and  augment  the  number  of  our  feamen. 

II.  That  in  the  judgment  of  fuch  as  were  beft  acquainted  with  the  fifhing  trade, 
the  cod  he  caught  were  the  fatteft  and  fineft  that  were  ever  feen ;  and  that  the  plenty 
of  thefe  fifti  was  fo  great  as  might  well  encourage  the  eftabliftiing  an  annual  fiftiery  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Streights,  which  would  afford  immediate  profit,  and  might  lead  to 
future  difcoveries  of  greater  importance. 

III.  That  notwithftanding  the  fliores  of  the  countries  he '  had  feen  were  bleak  and 
barren,  yet  the  inner  part  of  the  country  might,  notwithftanding,  be  very  rich  and 
fertile  :  that  as  the  people  he  had  converfed  with  had  fome  of  them  utenfils  of  different 
metals,  it  might  be  prefumed  there  were  mines  of  value  in  thefe  countries ;  and  that 
how  little  profit  foever  thefe  people  might  make  of  them,  they  might  be  wrought  to 
great  advantage  by  fuch  as  underftood  them  better. 

IV.  That  it  was  very  evident  from  the  feveral  voyages  he  had  made,  that  there  was 
nothing  intolerable  in  thefe  northern  climates,  and  that  it  would  be  ot  great  fervice  to 
the  nation  to  keep  up  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  enterprizes  on  this  fide,  fince  it  might  be 
done  with  very  little  expence  at  firft  ;  would  contribute  to  make  thefe  parts  of  the 
world  better  known,  and  fecure  the  advantages  derived  from  them  to  the  Englifti ; 
whereas,  if  they  were  difcontinued  or  abandoned,  other  nations  would  not  fail  to  make 
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attempts  of  the  like  kind,  and  fo  come,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  reap  the  fruits  of  other 
men's  hibour. 

V.  That  the  furs  brought  from  thence  were  much  efteemed,  and  allowed  to  be 
richer  and  more  valuable  than  any  that  came  from  Mufcovy  ;  and  that  if  the  fafhion  of 
wearing  them  at  court  were  encouraged,  it  might  prove  a  means,  when  all  others  hiiled, 
of  promoting  this  commerce  ;  for  you  know  right  well,  moft  honourable  Sir,  concludes 
he,  that  it  is  a  great  fecret  in  pohcy  to  make  the  follies  of  the  extravagant,  and  the 
vanity  of  the  ambitious,  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  induitry  ;  fo  that  even  the 
vicious  and  the  lazy,  may  of  their  own  accord  furnilh  the  rewards  of  labour  and 
virtue. 

I  fhall,  hereafter,  take  occafion  to  fliew,  that  he  has  very  wifely  and  fenfibly  re- 
commended the  propagating  the  Chrillian  religion,  as  the  moft  proper  means  for  ex- 
tending, as  well  as  eftablifhing,  our  colonies,  and  rendering  them  highly  beneficial. 
There  is  no  queftion  that  the  fending  a  few  preachers  to  convert  any  of  thefe  nations 
to  Chriflianity,  would  be  a  thing  of  greater  confequence  to  this  nation,  than  building- 
many  forts  to  iecure  our  commerce  with  favages ;  for  thefe  people  would  then  live  in 
towns,  wear  cloaths,  cultivate  their  lands,  and,  inftead  of  deltroying  and  extirpating 
each  other,  as  at  preient,  they  would  live  peaceably,  and  confequently  grow  daily  more 
numerous ;  which  would  occafion  fuch  a  confumption  of  our  manufactures  of  all 
kinds,  and  fuch  a  return  of  their  commodities,  which  is  the  only  true  and  jull  ftandard 
of  trade,  as  neither  fraud  nor  force  can  any  other  way  attain.  His  refleftions,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  expediency  of  keeping  up  this  northern  navigation,  are  highly  fenfible, 
and  it  would  have  been  much  for  our  intereft,  if,  even  at  the  public  expence,  they  had 
been  continued  ;  for  then  Sir  Jofiah  Child  would  not  have  fet  down  this  north  fifliery 
among  the  number  of  our  loit  trades,  as  he  does  with  juft  reafon.  That  our  neigh- 
bours would  be  wifer  in  this  refpect  than  ourfelves,  was  ui  itfelf  a  very  fhrewd,  and  in 
faft  has  proved  a  prophetic  obfervation  ;  for  the  Dutch  and  other  nations  ilill  frequent 
Davis's  Streights,  which  we  have  in  a  manner  deferted,  and  employ  thereby  a  vaft 
number  of  people  at  home,  befides  raifmg  annually  frefh  fupplies  of  ikilful  and  well- 
feafoned  feamen,  which  a  maritime  power  ought  to  regard  as  a  point  ot  the  higheft 
confequence,  and  in  that  view  ought  to  favour  molt  fuch  branches  of  commerce  as  are 
known  to  contribute  thereto,  efpecially  if  they  are  not  at  a  great  diftance.  With  thefe 
remarks  we  fliall  difmifs  this  fubjecl:  for  the  prefent,  and,  as  the  nature  of  our  plan 
directs,  proceed  from  thefe  difcoveries  in  the  molt  northern  parts  of  America,  to  the 
attempt  made  for  fixing  a  fettlement  more  to  the  fouth  than  any  we  have  yet'  ob- 
tained. 

i,|.  The  fpeaking  of  this  fouthern  fettlement  brings  us  back  to  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, a  gentleman  whofe  name  mult  often  occur  in  all  books  that  any  way  relate 
to  luiglilh  hiftory,  and  whofe  memory  will  be  ever  celebrated  by  fuch  as  can  diflin- 
guilh  any  kind  of  worth  ;  for  he  had  all,  and  excelled  in  all.  Amonglt  the  rell,  the 
completeft  courtier  of  his  time,  which  perhaps  drew  upon  him  more  envy  than  all  his 
other  great  qualities ;  and  I  am  induced  to  think  fo  from  the  nature  of  thofe  calum- 
nies by  which  he  was  moft  hurt ;  for  though  deeply  malicious,  they  were  fo  indiffer- 
ently forged,  that  they  could  not  bear  the  leaft  infpedtion  ;  fo  that  notwithftanding 
they  coft  him  his  favour  often,  and  his  life  at  lalt,  from  the  credulitv  of  princes, 
yet  they  never  had  any  efted  upcm  his  reputation  with  wife  nien  in  his  life-time, 
nor  have  injured  his  reputation  in  the  leaft  with  pofterity. 

He  was  always  ufeful  to  his  country,  but  moft  fo  when  he  hat!  leaft    credit    at 

court.     At    fuch    times    he    did    not   relinquifh  bulinefs  to  go  and  iiide  himfelf  in 
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country  retreats,  and  thence  write  pitiful  letters  and  poems  to  fcrew  himfelf  again 
into  the  affections  of  the  Queen  his  niiflrefs,  as  fonie  other  of  her  great  men  did, 
and  whicli  he  could  have  done  better  tiian  any  of  them  ;  nor  did  he  form  in- 
trigues againlt  her  minillers,  and  force  himfelf  into  power  and  his  fovereign's  pre- 
fence  ;  but  he  took  another  road  peculiar  to,  and  worthy  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  : 
he  applied  himfelf  to  contrive,  and  not  to  contrive  only,  but  to  execute,  fucli  great 
and  glorious  enterprizes,  as  raifed  his  fame  fo  high,  that  the  whifpers  of  envy  could  be 
no  longer  heard  ;  and,  when  the  Queen  recalled  him  to  her  favour,  it  never  appeared 
as  an  ad  of  grace,  but  as  a  (Iroke  ot  juffice ;  fo  that  after  thefe  recelfes,  he  Ihone  at 
court  with  double  luftre,  and  his  miftrefs,  haughty  as  flie  was,  could  not  help  appear- 
ing upon  thefe  occafions  proud  of  the  poOellion  of  fuch  a  man,  and  afhamed  of  his 
abfence. 

It  was  in  one  of  thefe  voluntary  exiles  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  executed  a  defign 
he  had  long  meditated,  I  mean  his  expedition  to  Guiana,  an  expedition  great  in  it- 
felf,  though  unfortunate  in  its  confequences  ;  formed  upon  the  moll  noble  princi- 
ples, and  performed  with  equal  valour  and  prudence,  and  in  a  word  every  way  equal 
to  the  genius  of  its  author,  and,  experience  has  fmce  fatally  fhewn,  fuperior  to  every 
genius  but  his.  He  faw,  with  regret,  the  plantation  of  \^irginia  abandoned,  and  he 
faw  that  the  want  of  immediate  profit  was  the  caufe  ;  he  refolved  therefore  to  flrike 
out  the  means  of  fettling  a  new  colony  in  another  part  of  America,  which  fhould 
be  free  from  this  inconvenience,  and  which  fhould  transfer  the  richeft  products  of 
that  country  to  the  Englifh,  if  they  had  but  courage  and  conduft  enough  to  fetch 
them.  In  order  to  this  he  inquired,  with  the  greatefl  diligence,  into  the  ftate  of 
the  country  before  mentioned  ;  he  fought  from  books  and  papers  all  the  afliltance 
that  could  be  had  of  that  kind  ;  he  drew  from  perlbnal  informations,  which  were 
more  in  his  power  than  perhaps  they  ever  were  in  any  other  man's,  all  the  notices 
that  they  could  give ;  but  he  drew  the  greateil  lights  from  his  own  profound  know- 
ledge and  extenfive  experience. 

He  was  undoubtedly  as  well  verfed  in  all  parts  of  philofophy  and  natural  hiflory,  as 
any  man  of  his  time,  and  perhaps  nmch  better  ;  for,  befides  all  the  knowledge  which 
refults  from  reading,  he  had  likewife  a  great  practical  fkill,  whence,  without  doubt, 
arofe  his  confident  belief,  that  this  country  of  Guiana  was  the  richeft  in  America, 
and  by  confequence,  according  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  times,  and  indeed  of  thefe, 
the  richeft  in  the  world.  He  did  not  go  thither,  therefore  to  fatisfy  his  own  mind 
upon  that  head,  but  that  he  might  furnifh  himfelf  with  the  means  of  fatisfying  others  ; 
for  he  very  well  knew  that  it  would  have  been  an  idle  and  ridiculous  thing  in  him  to 
tlnnk  of  moving  people  to  attempt  a  plantation  merely  by  a  rational  and  philo- 
lt)phical  argument,  which  he  knew  few  would  be  able  to  underftand,  and  of  thofe 
that  did,  many  would  oppofe  his  fentiments  from  pride,  and  more  from  prejudice. 
He  chofe  therefore  to  treat  the  riches  and  value  of  this  noble  country  in  the  plaineft 
way,  and  iis  a  point  of  fact ;  and  forefeeing  that  it  would  be  objefted,  that  if  it 
were  fo,  and  the  fads  fo  notorious  as  he  reprefented  it,  the  Spaniards  would  cer- 
tainly have  fettled  there,  and  not  have  left  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  other 
nation  ;  this  induced  him  to  draw  up  a  very  clear  and  fuccind  account  of  the  fe- 
veral  methods  ufed  by  the  Spaniards  to  difco\'er  and  gain  this  country,  which  at 
once  anfwered  the  objedion,  and  proved  to  fuch  as  had  an  high  opinion  of  the 
judgment  formed  by  the  Spaniards  of  the  wealth  and  importance  of  thefe  countries, 
diat   Guiana  was  one  that  deferved  the  highelt  commendations. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  accounts  of  his  are  difperfed  throu'^h  various  pieces  vvritten  by  him  upon 
this  fubjed ;  but  for  the  eafe  of  the  reader,  we  fliall  colled  and  range  them  iu  their 
natural  order,  by  which  means  they  will  become  a  kind  of  fupplement  to  what  has 
been  already  delivered  of  the  Spanifli  difcoveries  and  conquefts  ;  this  being  the  fole 
reafon  of  our  omitting  them  there,  becaufe  we  forefaw  the  neceflity  of  repeatihg,  or 
at  lead  of  recapitulating,  them  here,  for  the  fake  of  explaining  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
expeditions.  We  have  fhewn  in  that  chapter  how  the  Marquis  Pizarro  overthrew  the 
empire  of  the  Incas,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  their  territories,  and  of  a  great 
part  of  their  treafures ;  and  we  have  likewife  fliewn  that  this  was  fo  far  from  fatis- 
fying  his  avarice  and  ambition,  that  he  propofed  to  extend  his  conquells  beyond 
the  hmits  of  Peru,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  South  America,  from  the 
hopes  he  had  conceived  of  finding  richer  countries  there  than  any  he  had  yet  met  with. 

It  was  with  this  view  that  he  ordered  his  brother  Gonzalo,  after  he  had  taken 
polfeiTion  of  Quito,  which  was  the  laft  conquefl;  of  the  Incas,  to  continue  his  ex- 
peditions on  that  fide,  though  he  was  fenfible  that  he  could  receive  little  or  no 
affiftance  from  the  informations  of  the  natives  ;  his  brother  accordingly  entered  the 
province  of  Los  Quixos  ;  and  after  making  himfelf  mafter  of  that  country,  the 
people  of  which  were  downright  barbarians  in  comparifon  of  thofe  of  Peru,  he  de- 
termined to  pafs  the  high  mountains  which  bound  that  province  on  the  north,  and 
affembled  a  great  many  Indians,  and  a  good  quantity  of  cattle  for  that  purpofe  ;  but 
when  he  had  afcended  half  way  up  thefe  mountains,  he  found  that  he  had  taken  his 
meafures  wrong,  and  that  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that  it  would  be  impofTible  for 
him  to  profecute  his  march  in  that  manner.  He  therefore  quitted  his  cattle  and  the 
befl  part  of  his  baggage,  refolving  to  make  ail  the  hafte  he  could  into  the  plain 
countries  on  the  other  fide,  and  truft  to  the  provifions  he  might  meet  with   there. 

Accordingly  he  defcended  into  the  valley  of  Zumaque,  which  he  found  very  plen- 
tiful, and  in  which  therefore  he  refrefhed  his  forces  for  two  months,  endeavouring 
then  to  continue  his  march  northward  ;  but  finding  the  road  extremely  rough  and 
mountainous,  he  turned  diredly  eaft,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  an  eafier  paffage ; 
this  opened  a  way  into  a  new  province  well  peopled  and  very  rich  ;  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were  dreadfully  amazed  at  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards  amongft  them, 
and  indeed  they  very  well  might,  for  they  behaved  towards  them  in  a  manner  bar- 
barous beyond  expreflion  ;  for  Gonzalo  Pizarro  exercifed  the  greatefl  cruelty  ima- 
ginable on  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  regions,  infomuch  that  he  gave  men  to  be  eaten 
alive  by  his  dogs.  I'his  engaged  all  the  natives  to  put  themfelves  in  arms  againft  him, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  encamp  himfelf  as  in  an  enemy's  country  ;  and  his  cru- 
elties, together  with  the  defpair  he  was  in  of  ever  being  able  to  find  what  he  was 
feeking  after,  had  like  to  have  put  an  end  to  his  enterprize  at  once.  He  was  en- 
camped on  the  bank  of  a  river,  which  fwelled  fo  much  in  one  night,  that  if  the 
fentinels,  who  perceived  the  water  was  a-pace  getting  ground,  had  not  warned  them 
of  their  danger,  they  had  been  all  drowned  ;  but  at  the  alarm  they  foon  fecured 
themfelves,  by  making  towards  the  cottages  of  the  wild  people  ;  and  Pizarro  re- 
folved  to  return  to  Zumaque,  not  knowing  what  other  courfe  to  take.-  From  thence 
he  proceeded  again  with  all  his  men,  and  after  a  march  of  four  leagues  he  met 
with  .a  great  village  called  Ampua,  governed  by  a  cazique,  and  found  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  in  a  poflure  of  defence,  expeding  their  enemy  ;  but  there 
was  another  and  greater  obftacle  in  his  way  than  this  cazique  and  all  his  troops,  and 
that  was  a  river  fo  wide  and  deep  that  he  could  have  no  thought  of  venturing  to  fwim 

over 
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over  it.  He  could  therefore  find  no  better  expedient  than  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  the  people  of  the  country,  and  to  defire  the  help  of  their  canoes  to  crofs 
this  river. 

The  cazique  received  this  propofal  with  great  civility,  offered  them  what  they 
alked,  and  gave  them  as  many  of  thefe  little  boats  as  they  defired  ;  and  on  this, 
Pizarro  made  him  a  return  of  a  great  many  little  Spanilli  toys,  by  way  of  requital. 
This  cazique  having  received  advice  of  the  ill  treatment  many  of  his  neighbours  had 
received  from  the  Spaniards,  thought  of  nothing  more  than  how  to  get  rid  of  them, 
and  to  deliver  himlelf  from  the  danger  of  fuch  bad  guefls,  endeavoured  to  make  them 
believe  there  were  great  riches  to  be  found  among  the  people  that  dwelt  upon  tlie 
river,  fome  days  journey  lower.  Pizarro,  by  his  aftions  and  by  his  guides,  who 
were  his  interpreters,  returned  him  thanks  for  his  courtefy  ;  but  finding  no  appear- 
ance of  thofe  pretended  riches,  he  returned  to  Zumaque  very  much  diilatisfied  with 
his  expedition ;  however  he  had  too  much  courage  to  retire  back  to  Quito  juft  as 
he  came.  He  had  a  mind  therefore  to  attempt  fome  great  exploit,  and,  by  the 
difcovery  of  fome  other  part,  to  render  himfelf  asconfiderable  as  the  Marquis  Pizarro, 
his  elder  brother :  he  opened  his  mind  to  Francis  Orellana,  a  gentleman  of  Truxillo 
in  Spain,  who  was  come  to  join  him  in  the  valley  of  Zumaque  ;  and,  having  taken 
one  hundred  effective  foldiers,  and  fome  Indians  for  guides  and  to  carry  provifions, 
he  marched  diredly  to  the  eaft. 

Either  the  ignorance  of  his  guides,  or  the  hatred  they  bore  him,  engaged  him 
in  a  country  all  full  of  mountauis,  forefts,  and  torrents,  fo  that  he  was  conftrained 
to  make  ways  where  he  found  none,  and  to  open  himfelf  a  paffage  through  the 
woods  with  hatchets,  where  none  had  ever  gone  before.  At  length,  after  many 
days'  march,  he  pierced  through  as  far  as  the  province  of  Coca  ;  the  cazique  of 
which  province  came  to  meet  him,  and  offered  him  all  the  accommodations  the 
country  afforded  for  his  refrefhment ;  Gonzalo  promifed  himfelf  much  from  this 
kind  entertainment,  and  by  the  affiitance  of  his  guides  entered  into  converfation  with 
the  cazique  :  he  informed  him  that  the  country  through  which  he  had  paffed,  which 
was  fo  full  of  mountains,  forefts,  and  brooks,  was  the  only  paffage  he  could  have 
taken  to  come  thither,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  get  through  it ;  but  that  if 
he  was  willing  to  embark  on  the  river  he  faw  before  him,  or  to  follow  it  by  land, 
he  might  affure  himfelf,  that  along  the  banks  of  another  river  much  greater  than 
this,  he  fhould  find  a  country  abounding  with  all  things,  whofe  inhabitants  were  co- 
vered with  plates  of  gold.  There  was  no  need  of  faying  any  thing  more  to  Pizarro, 
to  incite  him  to  any  kind  of  enterprize,  who  prefently  fent  two  of  his  guides  to 
Zumaque,  with  orders  to  his  officers  to  come  and  join  him,  who  marched  imme- 
diately ;  and  furmounting  all  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  arrived  much  fatigued,  at 
the  town  of  Coca. 

Pizarro  having  refted  fome  few  days,  afterwards  put  them  in  battalia  before  the 
cazique,  who  was  i'o  much  terrified  with  them,  that  he  amaffed  almoft  all  the  pro- 
vifions of  his  whole  province  to  make  a  prefent  of  them  to  Pizarro,  that  by  this 
magnificence  he  might  civilly  acquit  himfelf  of  his  new  acquaintance,  who  was 
more  impatient  of  his  ftay  than  the  other  ;  and  the  next  morning,  having  filed  his 
troops  along  the  river,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  cazique,  prefenting  him  with  a  fine 
fword,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of-  his  cavalry,  and  followed  the  pleafant  courfe  of 
the  river.  This  good  way  did  not  lad  long,  but  they  had  rivulets  to  fwim  over,  and 
were  forced  to  march  in  uneven  ways,  and  for  forty-three  days,  without  finding 
any  provifions,  or  any  fords,  or  canoes  by  which  to  pafs  the  river.     This  long  march 

having 


aOO  DISCOVEIUKS    AND    SETTI.E.MKN'TS 

having  mightily  fatigued  our  travellers,  they  were  flopped  by  a  very  furprifing  fight; 
the  river  was  prefled  by  two  rocks,  and  on  each  fide  its  paffage,  at  no  more  than 
twenty  feet  diftance  from  one  another ;  and  the  water  going  through  this  llreight 
precipitated  itfelf  into  a  valley,  and  made  a  leap  of  two  hundred  fathoms :  here  it 
was  that  Pizarro  caufed  that  famous  bridge  to  be  made  for  his  troops  to  pafs  over, 
which  is  fo  much  boafled  of  by  the  Spanifh  hiflorians. 

But  finding  the  way  not  at  all  better  on  the  other  fide,  and  the  provifion  gi-ow- 
ing  more  and  more  fcarce  every  day,  Pizarro  refolved  to  make  a  brigantine,  to  carry 
by  water  all  his  fick  men,  provifions,  baggage,  and  the  gold  which  they  had  got 
amongfl  them.  This  was  no  fmall  difficulty  ;  but  induftry  and  necefiity  furmounted 
it,  and  the  velfel  being  finiflied,  Pizarro  embarked  all  in  it  that  hindered  his  march, 
and  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Francis  Orellana,  with  fifty  foldiers  ;  giving  him  ex- 
prefs  order  not  to  part  far  from  him,  but  to  come  every  night  to  the  camp.  He 
obferved  this  order  exaftly,  till  his  general,  feeing  all  his  men  much  pinched  with 
hynger,  commanded  him  to  go  and  feek  fome  provifions  and  cottages  where  his 
men  might  be  refrefhed.  Orellana  had  no  fooner  received  his  orders,  but  he  launched 
out  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  carried  him  as  faft 
as  he  could  wifh,  for  he  made  above  one  hundred  leagues  in  three  days,  without 
the  ufe  of  either  fails  or  oars. 

The  current  of  Coca  carried  hiiti  into  another  river  which  was  much  larger,  but  not 
near  fo  fwift :  he  made  his  obfervations  of  it  one  whole  day,  and  feeing  that  the 
farther  he  went  down,  the  more  the  river  widened  ;  he  made  no  doubt  but  this  was 
that  great  river  which  had  been  fo  often  and  in  vain  fought  after.  The  joy  he 
conceived  at  his  good  fortune,  fo  tranfported  him,  that  it  made  him  quite  forget 
hinifelf,  fo  that  dreaming  only  of  the  enjoyment  of  this  good  fuccefs,  and  trampling 
upon  his  duty,  oath,  fidelity,  and  gratitude,  he  had  now  nothing  in  view  but  to 
bring  about  the  enterprize  he  was  contriving.  To  this  end  he  perfuaded  his  com- 
panions that  the  country  was  not  the  fame  with  that  which  their  general  had  defcribed  ; 
that  it  had  not  that  plenty  the  cazique  had  told  him  he  fhould  find  at  the  joining 
of  the  two  rivers  ;  that  tliey  muff  certainly  float  along  farther,  to  find  that  pleafant 
and  fertile  country,  where  they  might  flore  themfelves  with  provifions ;  and  befides 
that  they  all  faw  there  was  no  likelihood  of  getting  up  this  river  again  which  they 
came  down  in  three  days,  but  as  he  believed,  could  not  make  the  fame  way  back 
again  in  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year ;  that  it  was  much  more  rcafonable  to  wait  for 
their  company  on  this  new  river ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  it  was  necefl'ary  for 
them  to  go  and  feek  provifions. 

Thus  concealing  his  defign,  he  hoifled  fail ;  and  abandoning  himfeif  to  the  wind, 
to  his  fortune,  and  to  his  refolution,  he  thought  of  nothing  but  purfuing  the  courfe 
of  the  river,  till  he  fliould  difcover  it  quite  to  the  fea.  His  companions  were  amazed 
at  the  manner  of  his  putting  in  execution  the  defign  he  had  been  propofing  to  them, 
and  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  tell  him,  that  he  went  beyond  the  orders  of  his 
general  ;  and  that  in  the  extreme  want  he  was  in,  they  ought  to  carry  him  the 
little  provifions  they  could  find ;  and  that  he  had  given  lufHcient  evidence  he  had 
fome  ill  defign,  becaufe  he  had  negledled  to  leave  two  canoes  at  the  bank  of  the 
two  rivers,  as  the  general  had  appointeil  him,  for  his  army  to  pafs  over  in.  Thefe 
remonflrances  were  made  cliiefly  by  a  Dominican  friar  named  Galpar  de  Carvajal, 
and  by  a  young  gentleman  of  Badajos  in  Spain,  called  Fernand  Sanches  de  Vargas, 
I'he  confideration  they  had  for  thefe  two  perfons,  occafioned  a  divifion  in  the  com- 
pany  in   this;  little  vellel  into   two  parties ;  and  from  words  they  were  like  to  have 
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fallen  to  blows,  but  that  Orellana,  ftifling  their  gratitude  by  his  dlilimulation,  by  fair 
proteflations,  and  great  promifes,  appeafed  this  diforder. 

By  means  of  his  friend  he  had  in  the  veflel,  he  gained  mofl  of  the  foldiers  that  were 
againll  him  to  his  fide ;  and  feeing  the  two  heads  of  the  other  party  left  almoft  alone, 
he  caufed  Fernand  Sanches  de  Vargas  to  be  fet  afliore,  leaving  him  quite  alone,  with- 
out viduals  and  without  arms,  in  a  difmal  wildernefs ;  bounded,  on  one  fide,  with 
high  mountains,  and  with  a  river  on  the  other.  He  had  more  prudence  than  to  treat 
the  friar  after  the  fame  manner,  yet  he  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  penetrate  any  more  into  the  intentions  of  his  commander,  unlefs  he  had  a  mind 
to  be  feverely  chaftifed.  After  this  he  continued  his  voyage ;  and  the  next  day,  being 
willing  to  know  if  he  might  depend  upon  all  that  were  with  him  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
refolutions,  he  let  them  know  that  he  afpired  to  a  much  higher  pitch  of  dignity  than 
what  he  might  have  obtained  in  the  fervice  of  Pizarro :  that  he  owed  every  thing  to 
himfelf  and  to  his  king ;  and  that  his  fortune  having,  as  it  were,  led  him  by  the  hand 
to  the  greatefl  and  molt  defirable  difcovery  that  was  ever  made  in  the  Indies,  namely, 
the  great  river  upon  which  they  were  failing ;  which  coming  out  of  Peru,  and  run- 
ning from  weft  to  eaft,  was  the  fineft  channel  in  the  New  World,  through  which  they 
might  pafs  from  the  fouthern  to  the  northern  fea ;  that  he  could  not,  without  betrav- 
ing  them  all,  and  without  ravilhing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  voyage  and  indultry, 
make  others  Ihare  in  a  favour  which  heaven  had  referved  for  them  alone.  By  this 
means  he  eafily  quieted  thefe  murmurs,  and  brought  his  men  to  have  a  fhare  of  that 
ambition  which  flamed  in  his  own  breaft.  His  necelTities  forced  him  afliore  for  pro- 
vifions,  and,  as  he  did  not  take  thefe  with  that  gentlenefs  and  prudence  that  became 
him  in  a  flrange  country ;  the  natives  unanimoufly  took  up  arms,  and  with  great  bold- 
nefs  fell  upon  the  Spaniards,  who  defended  themfelves  with  much  courage,  and  killed 
many  of  their  antagonifls  with  their  crofs-bows  ;  and  upon  infpefting  their  bodies, 
found  that  feveral  of  them  were  women ;  as  indeed  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the 
Indian  women,  in  that  country,  to  fight  by  the  fides  of  their  hufbands ;  but  our  Spa- 
niard, having  a  romantic  head,  improved  this  flight  incident  into  a  formal  hillory  of 
a  great  nation  of  Amazons,  fettled  upon  this  river  ;  by  which  fable  he  overturned  his 
great  defign  of  beftowing  his  own  name  upon  it,  and  thereby  perpetuating  the 
memory  of  his  paflTage ;  for  from  this  ftory  of  his  it  received  the  name  which  it  ftill 
bears,  and  will  always  bear,  of  the  river  of  Amazons. 

He  took  care,  in  the  remaining  part  of  his  pafl'age,  to  behave  with  more  prudence 
and  mildnefs  to  the  people  he  met  with,  among  whom  were  many  gentle,  and  even 
polite  nations,  as  well  as  others  fierce  and  warlike.  In  fine,  he  pafled  quite  down  the 
river  to  the  fea  ;  and  having  coafted  about  a  cape,  now  called  the  North  Cape,  which 
by  the  way  is  the  name  the  French  have  beftowed  on  the  country  of  Guiana,  two  hun- 
dred leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Trinidada,  he  failed  direftly  thither,  and  there  bought 
a  fliip  to  carry  him  to  Spain  ;  where  he  made  fuch  a  report  of  the  countries  he  had 
feen,  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  that  he  obtained  as  ample  a  commiirion  as  he  could 
defire ;  and,  in  the  year  1 549,  failed  with  three  fhips  for  the  river  of  Amazons ;  but 
this  fecond  expedition  was  the  very  reverfe  of  the  firft,  as  being  unfortunate  from  the 
beginning ;  for  a  contagious  diftemper,  fpreading  among  his  men,  obliged  him  to  quit 
two  of  his  three  (hips,  and  afterwards  his  company  was  fo  reduced  as  to  fail  in  a  fmall 
bark,  with  which  he  propofed  to  profecute  his  difcovery ;  but  being  fhipwrecked  on 
the  coaft  of  the  Caraccas,  he  there  loft  the  reft  of  his  men,  and  foon  after  died  him- 
.  felf  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Margaret,  of  downright  defpair. 

The  ill  fuccefs  of  Orellana's  voyage  cooled  the  ardent  defire  the  Spaniards  had  for 
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the  difcovery  of  the  river  of  Amazons,  and  it  feemed  quite  extinguifhed  by  the  cl\'il 
wars  of  Peru,  till  the  Marquis  de  Caguete,  being  viceroy  of  that  kingdom,  a  gentle- 
man of  Navarre,  named  Peter  de  Orfua,  who  had  always  entertained  thoughts  worthy 
of  his  great  courage,  turned  his  defigns  on  this  great  river,  and  believed  he  ihould 
be  more  fortunate  than  Orellana.  He  prefented  himfelf  to  the  viceroy,  and  propoied 
his  defigns  to  him,  who,  being  well  acquainted  with  his  merit,  commended  his  refo- 
lution ;  and  was  perfuaded  that  if  fo  difficult  a  matter  Ihould  fucceed,  it  mufl  be  by 
the  conducl  of  fo  wife  and  brave  a  commander.  Moll  of  the  gentry  came  to  oifer 
their  fervice  to  Orfua,  who  was  fo  much  in  every  one's  efteem,  that  there  was  no  fol- 
dier  fo  old  but  would  leave  his  retirement  with  pleafure,  to  ferve  under  fo  excellent  a 
general ;  he  made  choice  of  fuch  amongft  them  as  were  fit  for  his  purpofe ;  and  to 
carry  on  the  famous  conqueft  he  defigned,  he  made  all  necefiary  provifions,  to  which 
all  the  lords  and  inhabitants  of  the  towns  contributed  with  a  great  deal  of  liberality, 
being  well  perfuaded  that  Orfua  had  quahties  that  well  deferved  to  be  obliged. 

He  departed  from  Cufco  in  1560,  with  the  acclamations  and  good  wifhes  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place :  he  was  attended  with  above  feven  hundred  good  foldiers, 
and  with  a  confiderable  number  of  good  horfes.  Being  well  verfed  in  the  map  ol 
Peru,  and  having  been  for  fome  time  laying  the  fcheme  of  his  journey,  he  marched 
directly  to  the  province  of  Mofilones  firil:,  to  meet  the  river  Moyabamba,  by  which 
he  was  fure  of  entering  into  the  river  of  Amazons.  One  would  have  hoped,  an  at- 
tempt fo  W'iiely  laid,  and  fo  univerfally  approved,  iliould  have  had  a  happy  iflue,  vet 
never  was  any  project  more  unfuccefsf  ul ;  for  Orfua  had  taken  with  him  one  Don 
Fernand  de  Gufman,  a  young  man  lately  come  from  Spain,  and  another  more  ad- 
vanced in  years,  named  Lopez  d'Aguira  of  Bifcay,  a  little  ill-favoured  man,  whom  he 
had  made  his  enfign.  Thefe  two  wretches  fell  in  love  with  their  general's  lady, 
whofe  name  was  Agnes,  and  who  had  accompanied  her  hufband  in  all  his  travels ;  and 
thinking  they  had  a  favourable  occafion  to  falisfy  their  luil  and  ambition  together,  they 
engagad  Orfua's  troop  to  revolt,  and  aflaffinated  him. 

After  the  tragical  fact,  the  traitors  who  committed  it,  who  to  the  number  of  feven 
or  eight  were  in  a  ftritt  confederacy,  eletted  Don  Fernand  de  Gufman  for  their  king, 
whofe  mind  was  vain  enough  to  receive  that  title  which  became  hini  fo  little  ;  but  he 
did  not  enjoy  it  long  ;  for  thofe  very  perfons  that  liad  given  him  the  quality  of  king, 
gave  him  his  death  wound  too  ;  and  D'Aguira  fucceeded  him  ;  who  made  himfelf  king, 
notwithllanding  the  remonftrances  of  others.  He  gave  all  thofe  he  had  gained  to  his 
party  to  underftand,  that  he  intended  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Guiana,  of  Peru,  and 
of  the  new  kingdom  of  Grenada  ;  and  promifed  them  all  the  riches  of  thofe  great 
kingdoms.  His  reign  was  fo  bloody  and  barbarous,  that  the  like  tyranny  was  fcarce 
ever  heard  of  in  the  world.  Therefore  the  Spaniards,  to  this  day,  called  him  the 
tyrant.  However,  he  commanded  Orfua's  veflels,  and  went  down  the  river  Coca  into 
Amazon,  hoping  to  obtain  one  of  thofe  kingdoms,  and  to  make  a  confiderable  pro- 
grefs  into  it :  but  having  entered  the  Amazon,  he  was  not  able  to  mafter  the  current 
of  it,  and  fo  was  conftrained  to  fufter  himfelf  to  be  carried  down  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  above  a  thoufand  leagues  from  the  place  where  he  embarked,  and  was  driven  into 
the  great  channel  which  goes  to  the  North  Cape,  being  the  fame  way  Orellana  had 
taken  before  him.  Going  out  of  the  Amazon  he  came  to  the  ifland  of  Sr.  Margaret, 
which  is,  to  this  day,  called  the  'J'yrant's  Port.  There  he  killed  Don  Irean  de  Villa 
Andrada,  governor  of  the  ifland,  and  Don  John  Sermie^nto  his  father. 

After  their  death,  with  the  alliftance  of  one  John  Burg,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  ifland,  plundered  it  entirely,  and  there  committed  unheard-of  barbarities  ;  he  killed 
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all  that  oppofed  him,  and  pafTcd  from  thence  to  Cumana,  where  he  exercifed  the  fame 
cruelties.  He,  after  that,  defolated  all  thofe  ccafls  that  bear  the  name  of  Caraccas, 
and  all  the  provinces  along  the  rivers  Venezuella  and  Bacho.  He  then  came  to  St. 
Martha,  where  he  put  all  to  the  fword,  and  entered  the  new  kingdom  of  Grenada, 
defigning  to  march  from  thence  through  Quito  into  Peru.  In  this  kingdom  he  was 
forced  to  a  battle,  in  wliich  he  was  utterly  defeated  and  put  to  flight,  and  all  ways 
being  flopped,  when  he  found  he  muft  perifli,  he  thereupon  begun  his  tragedy  with  a 
fort  of  barbarity,  without  example.  He  had  a  daughter  by  his  wife  Mendoza,  that 
had  followed  him  in  all  his  expeditions,  and  whom  he  loved  entirely :  daughter  (faid 
he  to  her)  I  muft  kill  thee ;  I  defigned  to  have  placed  thee  on  a  throne,  but  fmce 
fortune  oppofes  it  I  am  not  willing  thou  fliouldft  live  to  fufter  the  fliame  of  becoming 
a  flave  to  my  enemies,  and  of  being  called  tlie  daughter  of  a  tyrant  and  a  traitor : — 
"  Die  my  child,  die  by  the  hand  of  thy  father,  if  thou  haft  not  courage  enough  to 
die  by  thy  own :" — She,  furprized  at  this  difcourfe,  defired  him,  at  leaft,  to  give  her 
fome  time  to  prepare  for  death,  and  to  beg  of  God  the  pardon  of  her  fins.  This  he 
granted,  but,  thinking  her  too  tedious  in  her  devotion,  as  fhe  was  praying  upon  her 
knees  he  (hot  her  through  the  body  with  a  carbine ;  but  having  not  killed  her  out- 
right, he  ftuck  his  dagger  into  her  heart,  and  fhe  falling  down  at  the  flroke,  cried, 
"  Ah  Father,  it  is  enough."  Soon  after  her  death  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  car- 
ried to  the  ifland  La  Trindada,  where  he  had  a  confiderable  eftate.  His  procefs  was 
made,  and  he  condemned  to  be  quartered.  He  was  publicly  executed ;  his  houfes 
razed  to  the  ground,  and  the  places  where  they  ftood  fowed  with  fait. 

I  chofe  to  mention  the  attempts  of  the  Spaniards  to  penetrate  into  this  country 
on  the  fouth-fide,  firft  ;  that  I  might  end  with  thofe  attempts  made  by  the  f;ime  nation 
upon  the  north,  by  the  great  river  Oronoco,  or,  as  moft  of  our  Englifli  writers  write 
it,  after  the  French  manner,  Oronoque,  by  which  alfo  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  made  his 
attempt.  The  firft  perfon  we  read  of  who  engaged  in  this  defign  of  finding  and 
malcing  himfelf  mafter  of  the  inca's  new  city  of  Manoa,  was  Diego  de  Ordaca,  who 
failed  from  Spain  ^vith  a  great  force  for  this  purpofe,  in  the  year  1531  ;  which,  by  the 
way,  fliews  how  early  this  notion  was  taken  up,  and  that  it  was  not,  as  is  commonly 
believed,  invented  by  the  Indians,  to  rid  themfelves  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro.  This  Diego 
de  Ordaca,  with  fix  hundred  foot  and  thirty  horfe,  reached  the  Oronoco,  where,  by 
a  feries  of  unlucky  accidents,  too  long  for  us  to  relate,  his  expedition  was  totally 
ruined  :  yet  one  of  thefe  accidents  proved  the  means  (as  the  Spaniards  pretend  and 
believe)  of  making  a  full  difcovery  of  this  famous  city ;  and  the  ftory  is  thus  told  : — 
When  Ordaca  came  firft  upon  this  coaft,  and  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Morequito, 
his  magazine  of  powder,  by  fome  mifchancc,  blew  up ;  and  this  being  imputed  to 
the  carelefl'nefs  of  Juan  Martinez,  his  mafter  gunner,  he  was  condemned  to  be  fhot  for 
it ;  but  the  feamen  prevailed  to  have  this  punifliment  changed  into  his  being  put  alone 
into  a  little  canoe,  with  his  arms  only,  and  without  any  provifions,  and  fb  committed 
to  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves. 

In  this  wretched  condition  he  was  found  by  fome  of  the  Indians,  or  favages,  who, 
having  never  feen  a  white  man  before,  pafTed  him  about  from  one  place  to  another,  till 
he  came  to  the  royal  city  of  Manoa,  where  the  King  no  fooner  faw  him  than  he  knew 
him  to  be  a  Chriftian  and  a  Spaniard,  for  this  happened  but  a  very  little  after  the  Mar- 
quis Pizarro  had  deftroyed  the  empire  of  the  inca's  in  Peru.  This  prince,  however, 
received  him  civilly  enough,  though  he  was  far  from  forgetting  the  cruelties  exeixifed 
by  the  Spaniards  on  his  countrymen.  He  kept  him  feven  months  at  Manoa ;  but  in 
.'.11  that  time  he  was  never  fuftered  to  go  without  the  city,  or  even  to  pafs  through  the 

D  D  2  ib-eets 


204  DISCOVERIES   AND   SETTLEMENTS 

ftreets  of  it  without  a  guard,  and  a  cloth  bound  over  his  eyes.  At  the  end  of  this 
fpace,  when  it  was  perceived  that  Martinez  had  acquired,  in  fome  meafure,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  the  King  fent  for  him,  and  propofed  two  things  to  his  choice, 
viz.  either  to  remain  with  him  as  long  as  he  lived,  or  to  return  into  his  own  country, 
and  he  chofe  the  latter ;  upon  which  the  King  fent  him  under  a  guard  the  fliorteft 
way  to  the  river  Oronoco ;  but,  at  the  time  he  difmiOed  him,  he  was  pleafed  to  bellow 
on  him,  as  a  mark  of  his  favour,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold,  which,  however,  was 
taken  from  him  by  the  favages  on  the  frontiers,  and  by  the  Oronocoponi,  a  nation  fo 
called  from  their  living  upon  the  banks  of  that  great  river.  They  left  him,  however, 
two  large  bottles,  in  which  they  thought  he  kept  his  drink,  but  which  were  really 
filled  with  gold  duft,  and  thefe  he  brought  along  with  him  to  the  ifland  of  Trinidada, 
from  whence  he  went  afterwards  to  St.  Juan  de  Puerto  Rico,  where  he  lived  for  fome 
time,  and  from  whence  he  intended  to  have  procured  a  paflage  to  Spain  ;  but  being 
feized  there  -ivith  a  mortal  difeafe ;  after  he  had  received  the  extreme  unftion,  and  faw 
no  hopes  of  life,  he  caufed  his  two  bottles  of  gold  to  be  brought,  and  the  account  he 
had  written  of  his  voyage :  the  gold  he  gave  to  the  church  for  mafles  to  be  fiiid  for 
his  foul,  and  the  relation  of  his  voyage  was  entered  at  large,  in  the  regiders  of  the 
chancery  of  St.  Juan  de  Puerto  Rico. 

To  this  Martinez  the  Spanifh  writers  unanimoully  afcribe  the  difcovery  of  this 
famous  city,  which  he  ftiled  Manoa  el  Dorada,  or  the  Golden  Manoa,  on  account  6F 
the  prodigious  e^uantities  of  that  metal  which  he  had  feen  there,  in  their  palaces,  tem- 
ples, and  other  public  edifices,  but  more  efpecially  in  their  drunken  fealts,  of  which 
he  gave  the  following  very  fingular  account : — that  thofe  who  drank  with  the  King- 
were  quite  naked,  and  having  their  bodies  rubbed  over  with  a  kind  of  thin  gummy 
balfam,  they  were  then  powdered  with  gold-dufl,  fo  as  to  be  gilt  from  head  to  foot : — 
this  relation,  whether  true  or  falfe,  proved  of  very  fatal  confequence  to  the  Spaniards, 
for  it  gave  occafion  to  (fome  fay  twenty,  others  fixty)  feveral  expeditions  in  fearch  of 
this  golden  city,  all  of  them  with  very  indifferent  fuccefs.  Juan  Cortez  attempted  it 
with  thirty  men,  but  neither  he  nor  they  were  ever  heard  of  more.  Gafpar  de  Sylva, 
and  his  two  brothers,  failed  with  two  hundred  men,  from  the  Canaries,  to  reinforce 
Diego  de  Ordaca ;  and,  after  taking  a  great  deal  of  pains,  to  no  purpofe,  returned  to 
the  ifland  of  Trinidada,  where  they  died. 

Another  adventurer,  in  the  fame  way,  was  Don  Pedro  Hernandez  de  Serpa,  who 
landed  at  Cumana,  and  afterwards  marched  by  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Oronoco  till 
he  came  to  an  Indian  nation  called  Wikiri,  who  oppofed  his  further  paiTage,  and  at- 
tacked his  men  with  fuch  fury,  that  only  eighteen  of  his  Spaniards  efcaped  from  the 
battle ;  yet  this  enterprife  was  of  particular  fervice  to  Sir  Walter ;  for  it  fell  out 
that  when  Captain  Amias  Prefton  took  the  city  of  St.  Jago  de  Leon  by  ftorm,  he 
made  one  of  thefe  adventurers  prifoner,  who  gave  him  a  large  account  of  the  vafl 
riches  the  Spaniards  hoped  to  find  in  this  country,  which  coming  to  the  ears  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  induced  him  to  make  diligent  and  itrid  fearch  into  the  original  of 
this  Itory,  whence  he  came  to  colledt  a  multitude  of  hillories,  relating  to  this  matter  of 
which  we  have  given  the  reader  only  a  few,  that  he  might  fee  upon  what  grounds 
this  expedition  was  undertaken,  or  rather  what  reafon  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  thought 
fit  to  afTign  for  his  voyage,  in  order  to  draw  fuch  an  approbation  of  it  as  was  ne- 
ceflary,  from  thofe  whom  nothing  but  a  fhow  of  vafl  and  inunediate  profit  could 
tempt ;  for,  I  mufl  confefs,  it  feems  very  doubtful  to  me,  whether  Sir  W^altcr  Raleigh 
gave  entire  credit  to  thefe  accounts,  or  not ;  but  whatever  his  own  opinion  was,  he 
had  certainly  a  right  to  ufe  them  as  popular  arguments  for  promoting  his  defign, 
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fince  no  politician  ever  doubted  that  it  is  lawful  to  cheat  men  as  well  as  children 
for  their  own  good.  But  he  took  care  to  provide  reafons  of  another  nature,  for 
men  of  other  minds :  he  fliewed  them  that  of  all  the  countries  in  America,  the 
mofl  profitable,  the  befl:  fituated,  the  eafieft  planted,  the  mod  defenfible,  was  Guiana. 
Thefe  notes  of  excellency  I  have  collefted  from  his  writings  upon  this  fubjecl,  which 
are  very  artfully  immethodical,  and,  under  an  apparent  careleifnefs  of  llile  and  order, 
are  fo  wrote,  as  to  affedl:  the  mind  of  the  reader  with  an  opinion,  that  he  has  made 
difcovcries  in  Sir  Walter's  treatife,  by  penetrating  into  thofe  fecrets  which  he  meant 
to  conceal ;  while,  alas !  the  true  fecret  is,  that  he  meant  thus  to  catch  us,  and 
make  every  man's  underflanding  revolt  in  his  favour. 

*  It  was  necellary,  in  his  time,  and  more  efpecially  to  him  ;  and  therefore  his  de- 
fign  is  as  commendable  as  his  execution  is  inimitable.  But  that  he  might  proceed 
cautioufly  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance,  he  fent  before  him  one  Captain  Whid- 
don  to  take  a  view  of  the  coaft,  that  he  might  be  perfeftly  informed  of  the  ftate 
things  were  then  in,  and  thereby  become  more  able  to  take  the  proper  meafures 
for  overcoming  thofe  difficulties,  which  a  man  of  lefs  fagacity  would  have  efteemed 
infuperable.  This  gentleman  did  his  bufmefs  effectually,  though  he  met  with  fome 
obllrucl:ion  from  the  force,  and  luffered  much  greater  inconveniences  from  the 
frauds  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  at  that  time  bent  upon  the  fame  defign,  and 
labouring  with  the   utmofl:  diligence  to  difcover  and  fecure  this  valuable  country. 

Among  other  adventurers  there  was  one  Gonzales  Ximenes  de  Cafada,  a  man  of 
greater  courage  than  good  fortune  ;  who,  after  having  had  a  large  fhare  in  the 
conqueft  of  New  Grenada,  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Guiana  ;  but  after  a  great 
expence,  and  incredible  fatigue,  to  no  purpol'e,  was  obliged  to  return,  difappointed 
indeed,  but  not  in  defpair.  This  gentleman  had  an  only  daughter,  whom  he 
married  to  Don  Antonio  de  Berreo  ;  to  whom,  with  a  large  fortune,  he  bequeathed 
this  expedition,  taking  from  him  an  oath,  that  he  would  profecute  the  difcovery 
and  conqueft  of  Guiana  to  the  laft  hour  of  his  life.  He,  to  fulfil  this  obli- 
gation, undertook  this  enterprize,  with  feven  hundred  horfe,  attended  by  a  vaft 
number  of  Indian  flaves  ;  but  after  marching  five  hundred  leagues  in  purfuit  of 
this  project,  he  was  obliged  to  return,  but  brought  with  him  from  the  frontiers 
of  Guiana  forty  plates  of  gold,  and  many  other  valuable  curiofities,  fufficient  to 
fortify  him  in  his  refolution  not  to  abandon  the  defign.  It  was  this  Berreo  that 
Captain  Whiddon  had  to  deal  with,  and  of  whom  he  made  a  very  bad  report  on  his 
return. 

When  Sir  Walter's  project  was  ripe  for  execution,  he  was  aflifted  by  the  Lord 
Admiral  Howard  and  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  fo  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1595 
he  was  ready  to  proceed  ;  and  it  appears,  from  his  relation,  that  he  had  in  the 
whole  five  fhips.  He  does  not  tell  us  the  name  of  his  own,  which  he  commanded 
in  perfon ;  though  as  to  the  reft,  he  diftinguiflies  them  plain  enough ;  fo  that 
we  perceive  the  Lion's  Whelp,  which  was  the  Lord  Admiral's,  was  commanded  by 
Captain  George  Gifford  ;  Captain  Keymis  had  the  command  of  a  galego,  befides 
a  bark,  which  was  committed  to  Captain  Crofs,  and  another  to  Captain  Calfield. 
The  whole  number  of  men  in  this  fleet  is  not  mentioned  ;  but  the  feled:  company  of 
officers,  gentlemen,  and  foldiers,  he  ufed  in  his  difcoveries,  exceeded  not  one 
hundred. 

Thus  prepared  he  departed  from  Plymouth  on  the  6th  of  February  following, 
and  failed  to  the  Grand  Canaries,  and  fo  to  Teneriff,  where  he  waited  awhile  for  the 
Lion's  Whelp,  and  for   Captain  Amias  Prefton.     But  this  captain  difappointed  him, 
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and  went  upon  another  adventure,  which  proved  fome  difadvantage  in  the  profecutlon 
of  his  difcoveries.  After  waiting  feven  or  eight  days,  to  no  purpofe,  he  failed 
with  his  own  fhip  and  a  bark,  commanded  by  Captain  Crofs,  to  the  ifland  of  Tri- 
nidada,  where  he  arrived  the  2  2d  of  March,  and  fpent  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time 
in  viewing  that  ifland,  examining  all  its  ports  and  havens,  and  even  every  little 
creek,  with  infinite  care  and  exaftnefs.  The  reafons  which  moved  him  to  this  flay 
were  two ;  the  firft,  that  he  might  revenge  himfelf  upon  Berreo  for  the  injuries  he 
had  done  Captain  Whiddon's  people,  eight  of  whom  he  betrayed  into  his  hands, 
and  then  ufed  them  barbaroufly  ;  the  other  was,  that  he  might  obtain  fome  account 
of  the  continent,  and  of  the  moft  proper  method  for  entering  into  Guiana,  in  both 
of  which  he  fucceeded,  in  fpite  of  all  the  care  the  Spanifh  governor  could  take  to  hin- 
der it.  At  laft,  perceiving  that  the  Spaniards  were  contriving  meafures  for  his  de- 
llruclion,  and  knowing  there  could  be  nothing  more  fatal  than  to  leave  an  enemy 
at  his  back,  he  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  this  place,  which  he  loiew 
would  gain  him  the  friendfhip,  as  well  as  fecure  him  the  obedience,  of  the  Indians, 
who  by  the  Spaniards  were  moft  cruelly  oppreflTod.  Accordingly  he  fent  Captain 
Calfield  to  attack  the  main-guard  with  fixty  men,  and.  following  himfelf  with  forty 
more,  reduced  the    town  of  St.  Jofeph  without  much   trouble. 

The  inhabitants  he  fet  at  liberty,  keeping  only  the  governor  and  his  Spaniards 
prifoners  ;  and  afterwards,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Indians,  burnt  the  place  ;  but  though 
he  gratified  them  in  this  refpeft,  yet,  in  all  others,  he  a6ted  towards  his  prifoners, 
and  more  cfpecially  towards  the  governor,  with  fo  much  civility  and  kindnefs,  that 
he  drew  from  him  a  faithful  account  of  all  his  adventures  in  purfuit  of  the  defign 
before  mentioned.  The  fame  day  that  Raleigh  made  his  conqueft  arrived  Captain 
Gifford  and  Captain  Keymis,  and  in  their  fliips  divers  gentlemen,  and  others,  which 
to  his  little  army  was  a  great  fuccour  and  folace.  Then  proceeding  upon  his  dif- 
covery,  Raleigh  firft  called  all  the  chiefs  of  the  ifland  together,  who  were  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards  ;  for  fome  of  them  Berreo  had  brought  out  of  other  countries,  and 
planted  there  to  eat  out  and  wafte  the  natives ;  then  by  the  Indian  interpreter,  whom 
he  carried  out  of  England,  he  made  them  underftand,  "  He  was  the  fervant  of  a 
Queen,  who  was  the  greateft  cazique  in  the  north,  and  a  virgin,  who  had  more  ca- 
ziques  under  her  command  than  there  were  trees  in  that  ifland  ;  that  flie  was  an 
enemy  to  the  Caftelans,  in  regard  of  their  tyranny  and  opprefllon  ;  and,  having 
freed  all  the  coafts  of  the  northern  world  from  their  fervitude,  had  fent  him  to 
free  them  alfo ;  and  withal,  to  defend  the  country  of  Guiana  from  their  invafion 
and  conqueft."  Then  he  fliewed  them  Her  Majefty's  picture,  which  they  fo  admired 
and  honoured,  that  it  had  been  eafy  to  have  made  them  idolatrous  thereof. 

The  like  and  larger  fpeeches  he  made  in  a  folemn  manner  to  the  reft  of  the 
nations,  both  in  his  paflTage  to  Guiana  and  to  thofe  of  the  borders,  fo  as  in  that 
part  of  the  world  the  Queen  of  England's  fame  was  diftufed  with  great  admiration. 
This  done,  Raleigh  returned  to  Curiapan  ;  and  though  he  had  learnt  of  Berreo  that 
Guiana  was  fome  hundred  miles  further  than  the  accounts  he  had  received  of  Captain 
Whiddon  had  reprefented  it,  he  kept  the  knowledge  thereof  from  his  company, 
who  he  much  feared  would  have  been  difcouraged  thereby  from  profecuting  the  dif- 
covery.  When  Raleigh  had  further  gathered  from  Berreo  the  proceedings  of  the 
paft  adventurers  and  his  own,  he  told  him  he  was  come  upon  the  fame  defign,  and 
was  refolved  to  fee  Guiana.  Berreo  ufed  many  arguments  to  difl"uade  him  ;  as 
that  he  muft  venture  in  very  light  and  fmall  boats,  to  pals  i'o  many  dangerous  flial- 
lows,  and  could  not  carry  viduals  enough  above  half  the  way ;    that  none  of  the 
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country  would  fpeak  with  him,  and  if  he  followed  them  would  burn  their  towns ; 
befides,  the  way  was  long,  the  winter  at  hand,  and  the  rivers  beginning  to  fwell ; 
but,  above  all,  that  the  kings  and  lords  who  bordered  upon  Guiana,  had  decreed  that 
none  of  them  fliould  trade  with  any  Chriftians  for  gold,  becaufe  the  fame  would  be 
their  own  overthrow.  Raleigh,  refolving  however  to  make  trial,  directed  his  vice- 
admiral  Captain  Giftord  and  Captain  Calfield  to  turn  eaflward  againfl  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Capuri,  and  gave  them  inltructions  to  enter  at  the  edge  of  tlie  fhoal,  and 
upon  the  bell  of  the  flood  to  thrutl  over,  but  they  laboured  in  vain,  nor  did  the  flood 
continue  fo  long,  but  the  water  tell  before  they  could  pafs  the  fands,  though  they 
ufed  all   the  ikill   and   diligence  they  could. 

Then  Raleigh  fent  one  King,  mafter  of  the  Lion's  Whelp,  to  try  another  branch, 
called  Amana,  if  either  of  the  fmall  fliips  would  enter  ;  but  when  he  came  to  the 
mouth,  he  found  it  like  the  reft  ;  after  him  went  John  Dowglas,  who  difcovered  four 
fair  entrances,  but  all  flioal  and  Ihallow  in  the  bays  leading  to  them.  In  the  mean 
time  Raleigh,  fearing  the  worft,  caufed  his  carpenter  to  cut  down  an  old  galego 
boat,  to  fit  her  with  banks  for  oars,  and  fo  as  fhe  might  draw  but  five  feet. 
In  this  went  Raleigh  with  gentlemen  and  oflicers,  to  the  number  of  threefcore; 
in  the  Lion's  Whelp  boat  and  wherry  they  carried  twenty ;  Captain  Calfield,  in 
his  wherry,  carried  ten  ;  and  a  barge  of  Raleigh's  ten  more  ;  this  was  all  the  means 
they  had,  having  left  their  fhips  at  Curiapan,  to  carry  a  hundred  men  with  weapons 
and  provifions  for  a  month,  expofed  to  all  the  extremes  of  the  weather,  all  the 
hazards  of  the  water,  to  lie  open  to  the  air,  and  upon  hard  boards  by  night  in 
ftorms  of  rain,  or  under  the  burning  fun  by  day,  to  fmell  the  wet  clothes  of  fo 
many  crowded  together,  the  drefling  of  their  food,  and  that  moftly  ftale  fifh,  in  the 
fame  place,  to  be  in  fuch  a  labyrinth  of  rivers,  in  fuch  a  remote  unknown  region  ; 
what  prifon  could  be  more  loathfome  and  unhealthy,  what  profpetl  more  fear- 
ful and  defolate  ?  At  firft  fetting  out  they  had  twenty  miles  of  a  high  fea  to  crofs 
in  thefe  crazy  boats,  fo  that  they  were  driven  before  the  wind  into  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  of  Guanipa,  inhabited  by  inhuman  cannibals,  who  Ihot  poifoned  arrows,  and 
from  thence  to  enter  one  of  the  rivers  of  which  Dowglas  had  brought  tidings. 
After  four  days  they  got  above  the  force  of  the  tide,  and  might  have  wandered  a 
year  about,  and  never  been  able  to  extricate  themfelves ;  in  fuch  a  general  con- 
fluence or  rendezvous  of  ftreams  were  they  now  bewildered,  and  fo  refembling  one 
another,  as  not  to  be  diftinguifhed,  but  imperceptibly  circulating  and  driving  them 
about  into  the  fame  place  where  they  had  been  before,  pafling  between  many  iikmds 
and  ftraits,  whofe  borders  were  fo  thickly  arched  and  overfhadowed  with  trees, 
as  bounded  their  fight  to  the  breadth  of  the  river  and  the  length  of  the  avenue, 
while  the  gloominefs  of  the  profpeft  added  horror  to  the  loathfomenefs  of  the  places 
in   which  they  were  confined. 

At  length,  on  the  22d  of  May  1 1^915,  they  fell  into  a  river,  which,  becaufe  it  had 
no  name,  they  called  the  Red  Crofs  River,  thefe  being  the  firft  Chriftians  who 
ever  entered  the  fame :  when  they  drew  into  a  creek,  which  led  to  a  town  upon  this 
river,  their  Indian  pilot,  named  Ferdinando,  landing,  was  fet  upon  by  his  countrymen, 
who  hunted  him  with  dogs  ;  whereupon  Raleigh  feized  an  old  man  pafling  that 
way,  and  threatened  to  cut  off  his  head,  if  he  did  not  procure  his  pilot's  liberty ; 
but  he,  by  his  agility,  foon  efcaped  them,  and  fwam  to  Raleigh's  barge ;  however, 
they  kept  the  old  man,  and  ufed  him  kindly,  alluring  themfelves  of  ufeful  informa- 
tion from  a  native,  fo  long  converfant  in  thofe  parts.  And  indeed,  but  for  this 
accident,  they  had  never  found  their  way  forward  to  the  CQuntry  they  fought, 
10  nor 
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nor  back  to  that  where  their  {hips  lay ;  the  old  man  himfelf  being  often  in  the 
utmoft  perplexity  which  river  to  take,  fo  numerous  and  intricate  they  were.  The 
people  who  inhabit  the  countries  at  the  mouth  of  this  great  river,  are  compre- 
hended under  the  general  name  of  Tivitivas,  a  bold  and  hardy  race  of  people,  who 
know  the  value  of  liberty,  and  have  courage  enough  to  defend  it ;  they  live  in 
houfes  during  the  fummer,  or  dry  feafon,  but  in  the  wet  or  vdnter  months  they 
live  in  little  huts,  which  are  built  upon  trees,  a  thing  common  enough  on  this 
coafl,  and  even  in  the    Eafl  Indies,  where  the  countries   are  exceffively  wet. 

After  this,  Raleigh's  barge  ran  a-ground,  and  that  with  fuch  force,  that  it  did  not 
feem  very  probable  they  fhould  be  able  to  get  her  off;  fo  that  the  difcovery  feemed 
at  a  ftand  ;  but  on  the  fourth  day  after  this  accident  happened  they  fet  her  on  float, 
and,  flriking  into  the  Amana,  one  of  the  noblefl  branches  of  the  Oronoco,  they 
continued  their  voyage,  but  with  incredible  fatigue.  As  they  were  now  within 
five  degrees  of  the  Line,  Sir  Walter  was  forced  to  keep  up  their  fpirits  by  direding 
his  pilots  to  give  them  hopes  from  time  to  time  that  their  labours  would  foon  have 
an  end.  At  length  the  old  Indian  pilot  they  had  on  board,  perceiving  that  their 
provifions  were  quite  exhaufted,  and  that  they  were  in  danger  of  perifhing  with- 
out an  immediate  fupply,  told  them  that  if  they  would  venture  up  a  river  on  their 
right  hand,  he  would  bring  them  to  a  town  where  they  might  be  fure  of  re- 
frefhments,  and  be  able  to  return  before  night.  Sir  Walter  took  him  at  his 
word,  and  went  immediately  into  his  boat  with  eight  mufketeers,  followed  by  the 
Captains  Giftbrd  and  Calfield  in  their  wherries,  with  eight  men  a-piece.  But  it 
appeared  that  the  Indian  pilot  had  learned  Sir  Walter's  art,  for  they  not  only  rowed 
ail  day,  but  all  night,  without  feeing  any  town,  and  a  lefs  prudent  captain  than  he 
would  have  been  tempted  to  have  punilhed  the  pilot  for  giving  them  falfe  hopes. 
Yet  about  one  the  next  morning  they  reached  this  long  expected  town,  and  ob- 
tained thofe  fupplies  of  which  they  flood  fo  much  in  need.  In  the  mean  time  the 
company  in  the  galley  manned  out  a  boat  in  fearch  of  them,  but  next  day  they 
returned  and  continued  their  courfe.  After  they  had  made  this  hungry  and  ha- 
zardous voyage  for  fourfcore  miles  in  that  river,  which,  befides  other  flrange  fiflies 
of  marvellous  bignefs,  abounded  with  crocodiles,  whence  the  people  named  it  the 
river  of  Lagartis,  Raleigh  had  a  very  proper  young  negro  attending  upon  him  in 
his  galley,  who,  leaping  out  to  fwim  in  the  mouth  of  this  river,  was  in  the  fight 
of  them  all   inftantly  devoured   by  one  of  thefe  amphibious  animals. 

Not  long  after,  being  again  in  want  of  viftuals,  they  took  two  canoes  laden  with 
excellent  bread,  being  run  afliore  by  the  Indians  in  them,  called  Arwaycas, 
who  fled  to  hide  themfelves  in  the  woods,  fearuig,  through  the  prepoileflions  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  Raleigh  and  his  company  were  cannibals.  Raleigh,  purfuing  them 
in  hopes  of  fome  intelligence,  found,  as  he  was  creeping  through  the  buflies,  a  re- 
finer's bafl^et ;  in  which  were  quickfilver,  falt-petre,  and  divers  other  materials  for 
the  trial  of  metals,  and  alfo  the  duft  of  fome  ore  that  had  been  refined.  But  in 
two  other  canoes  that  efcaped  them,  they  heard  of  a  good  quantity  of  ore  and  gold. 
Raleigh  then  landed  more  men,  and  oflbred  five  hundred  pounds  to  any  of  his  foldiers 
who  Ihould  take  one  of  the  Spaniards.  He  found  the  Arwaycas  hidden  in  the  woods, 
who  had  been  pilots  to  the  Spaniards,  of  which  Raleigh  kept  liie  chief  for  his  pilot, 
and  carried  him  to  Guiana ;  by  whom  he  underilootl  in  what  parts  the  Spaniards 
laboured  for  gold,  which  he  divulged  to  two  of  his  company,  knowing  both  the 
feafon  of  the  year  and  other  conveniences  would  be  wanting  to  work  any  mine 
Jiimlclf.     Alter  recruiting  his  people  with  wholefome  rcfrellnnents,  he  continued  his 
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voyage :  the  men  feeined  now  quite  as  well  pleafed  as  their  commander  had  been 
from  the  beginning,  and  of  their  own  accord  offered  to  go  as  far  as  he  would  ; 
fo  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  from  their  leaving  their  fliips  he  entered  the  great 
river  Oronoco,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  himfelf  as  to  the  number  and 
names  of  the  Indian  nations  that  inhabited  both  fides  of  it. 

After  having  palled  the  mountiiin  Aio,  and  a  great  ifland  which  he  mentions, 
he  reached  on  the  fifth  day  ol'  his  entering  the  great  river  aforeiaid,  as  high  as 
the  province  of  Aromaia,  and  anchoring  at  the  port  of  Morequito,  which  is  full 
three  hundred  miles  within  the  land,  upon  the  faid  great  river  Oronoco,  he  fent  a 
meflenger  to  the  old  king  of  Aramaia,  named  Topiowary,  who  came  the  next  day  before 
noon  on  foot  from  his  houfe,  and  returned  the  fame  evening,  being  twenty-eight  miles 
backwards  and  forwards,  though  himfelf  was  one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  age.  He 
had  many  attendants  of  both  fexes,  who  came  alfo  to  wonder  at  the  Englifh,  and 
brought  them  great  plenty  of  flefh  and  fifh,  with  divers  fort  of  fruits.  When  the  old 
king  had  refrefhed  himfelf  awhile  in  the  tent,  which  Raleigh  had  caufed  to  be 
pitched  for  him,  they  entered  by  the  interpreter  into  difcourfe  about  the  murder 
of  Morequito  his  predeceflbr,  and  the  other  barbarities  of  the  Spaniards.  Then 
Raleigh  acquainted  him  with  the  caufe  of  his  coming  thither,  whofe  fervant  he 
was,  and  that  it  was  his  Queen's  pleafure  he  Ihould  undertake  this  voyage  for  their 
defence,  and  to  deliver  them  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  dilating  at  large 
(as  he  had  done  before  at  Trinidada)  on  Her  Majefty's  power,  her  jullice,  and 
her  clemency  towards  all  opprefled  nations  ;  all  which  being  with  great  reverence 
and  attention  received,  he  began  to  found  the  old  man  touching  Guiana,  as  what 
fort  of  commonwealth  it  was  ;  how  governed  ;  of  what  ftrength  and  policy  ;  of  what 
extent ;  with  whom  in  alliance  or  enmity  ;  laftly,  the  diftance  and  way  to  enter  the 
heart  of  the  country.  The  King  gave  fuch  an  ample  and  perfe£l  account  of  thefe 
particulars,  that  Raleigh  wondered  to  find  a  man  of  fuch  gravity,  judgment,  and 
good  difcourfe,    without  the  help  of  learning  or  breeding. 

After  his  departure  Raleigh  failed  weftward  to  view  the  famous  river  Caroli,  both 
becaufe  it  was  fo  wonderful  in  itfelf,  and  led  to  the  ftrongefl:  nations  of  all  the 
frontiers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  Epuremei,  fubjedts  to  the  Inca  or  Emperor  of 
Guiana,  and  Manoa :  even  when  he  was  fhort  of  it,  or  lower  down  than  the  port 
of  Morequito,  he  heard  the  roaring  falls  of  this  river ;  but  when  he  entered  it 
with  his  barge  and  wherries,  thinking  to  have  gone  up  fome  forty  miles  to  the 
Cafiagotos,  he  was  not  able,  with  a  barge  of  eight  oars,  to  row  one  ftone's-throw 
in  an  hour,  and  yet  the  river  is  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  "Woolwich.  Therefore 
encamping  on  the  banks,  he  fent  off  an  Indian  to  acquaint  the  nation  upon  the  river 
of  his  arrival  anid  his  purpofe,  and  that  he  defired  to  fee  the  lords  of  Canuri, 
who  dwelt  in  that  province.  Then  one  of  the  princes  came  down,  named  Wanu- 
retona,  with  many  of  his  people,  and  brought  great  Itore  of  provifions,  as  the 
reft  had  done.  By  hini  Raleigh  found  the  Carolians  were  not  only  enemies  to 
the  Spaniards,  but  moft  of  all  to  the  Epuremei,  who  abounded  in  gold  ;  and  that 
there  were  three  mighty  nations  at  the  head  of  that  river  which  would  join  them 
againft  them  ;  he  was  further  informed  by  one  Captain  George  whom  he  had  taken 
with  Berreo,  that  near  the  banks  of  this  river  there  was  a  great  filver  mine, 
but  the  rivers  were  now  all  fo  rifen,  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  the  ftrength  of  men,  with 
any  boat,  to  row  againft  the  ftream.  Therefore  he  difpatched  a  party  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  to  coaft  the  river  by  land,  while  himfelf,  with  a  few  officers  and 
half  a   dozen  ftiot,  marched  over    land  to   view  the  ftrange  and   wonderful    over- 
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fills  of  the  faid  river  Caroli,  which  roared  at  fuch  a  diftance,  and  the  plains  adjoining, 
with  the  reft  of  the  province  of  Canuri. 

When  they  had  got  to  the  top  of  the  firft  hills,  overlooking  the  river,  they  beheld 
that  prodigious  breach  of  water  vvhich  poured  down  Caroli,  and  how  it  ran  in  three 
ftreams  for  twenty  miles  together  ;  no  lefs  than  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  fteep  catarafls 
appeared  in  fight,  each  as  high  above  the  other  as  a  church  tower,  which  rufhed 
down  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  very  rebound  of  the  waters  made  the  place  feem  as 
if  it  had  been  all  over  covered  with  a  great  fhower  of  rain ;  and  in  fome  places 
they  took  it  at  firft  for  a  thick  fmoak  which  had  rifen  out  of  fome  great  town,  till 
they  drew  nearer  down  in  the  valley  to  this  thunder  of  waters,  where  they  better  dif- 
cerned  and  diftinguilhed  the  eftefts  of  it.  And  here  Raleigh  fays  he  never  faw  a 
more  beautiful  country,  nor  more  lively  profpetts ;  the  hills  fo  raifed  up  and  downi 
about  the  valleys  ;  the  waters  winding  into  fuch  various  branches  ;  the  plains  fo  clear 
of  brufti  and  ftirub,  and  covered  all  with  fair  green  grafs ;  the  ground  of  hard  fand, 
and  eafy  for  the  march  either  for  horfe  or  foot ;  the  deer  croiling  in  every  path  ; 
the  birds  towards  the  evening  finging  on  every  tree  a  thouland  feveral  tunes,  with 
cranes  and  herons,  of  white,  crimfon  and  carnation,  perched  along  the  river-banks ; 
the  air  refrelhed  wath  gentle  eafterly  breezes,  and  every  ftone  they  ftooped  to  take 
up,  promifing  either  gold  or  filver  by  its  complexion.  His  company,  at  their  re- 
turn, brought  feveral  of  thofe  ftones  home,  which  they  rather  found  coloured  out- 
wardly like  gold,  than  any  of  that  metal  fixed  in  them  ;  for  thofe  who  had  leaft 
judgment  or  experience,  kept  only  fuch  as  glittered,  and  would  not  be  periiiadcd 
but  they  were  rich,  becaufe  they  fhone ;  and  thereby  bred  an  opinion  that  all  the 
reft  were  no  better.  Yet  fome  of  thofe  ftones  Raleigh  Ihewed  afterwards  to  a  Spa- 
niard of  the  Caraccas,  who  told  him  it  was  El  Madre  del  Oro,  that  is,  the  Mother  of 
Gold,  and  that  the  mine  was  farther  in  the  ground :  he  received  alio  many  other 
informations  from  thefe  people,  fome  of  which,  however,  feemed  to  border  upon 
thofe  fabulous  accounts  delivered  by  antiquity,  but  always  fufpeclcd  by  men  of  fenfe ; 
which  Raleigh  reports,  but  with  due  caution. 

While  he  lay  at  anchor  near  the  banks  ot  the  Caroli,  he  fpared  no  pains  that  were 
requifite  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  names  and  manners  of  the  feveral  Indian 
nations  that  lay  farther  within  the  country,  which  was  all,  in  that  refpecl,  left  in  his 
power  ;  there  being  many  reafons  which  rendered  his  farther  ftay  improper,  and  his 
return  to  his  fleet  a  point  of  abfolute  neceffity  ;  for  he  had  been  now  abfent  above  a 
month,  had  wandered  in  that  fpace  above  four  hundred  miles  from  the  fea  coafts  ;  and 
befides  the  winter  was  coming  on  very  faft,  and  ihe  greater  river  began  to  rife.  Be- 
fides  all  this  they  had  no  inftruments  with  them  to  open  mines ;  and  if  they  ad- 
vanced farther,  were  to  act  againft  a  numerous,  civilized,  and  warlike  people ;  fo  that^ 
having  done  more  with  a  handful  of  people,  and  that  too  in  fewer  days  than  the 
Spaniards  had  been  years  in  fearching  ior  this  country,  he  very  wifely  refolved  to 
fubmit  to  naceflity,  and  feek  the  ihorteft  way  back  to  his  (hips.  Yet  as  he  re- 
turned to  the  caft,  he  fpent  fome  time  in  difcovering  the  river  towards  the  fea, 
which  he  had  not  furveyed,  and  which  he  thought  alfo  neceffary  to  do;  in  a  day's 
time  he  arrived  again  at  the  port  of  Morequito  ;  for,-  gliding  down  the  ftream,  he 
went  without  labour,  though  againft  the  wind,  little  lefs  than  one  hundred  miles  a 
day  ;  when  he  came  to  anchor,  he  was  very  defirous  of  farther  conference  with  old 
Topiowary,  who  fpon  came  with  a  multitude  of  liis  people  flocking  down  to  Raleigh's 
tent  upon  the  ftiore,  loaded  with  prefents. 

When  the  old  King  was  refreflied,  and  the  croud  retired,  Raleigh,  by  his  interpreter, 
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entered  into  a  long  conference  with  him,  telling  him,  that  as  both  the  Epuremei  and 
the  Spaniards  were  his  enemies,  the  one  having  conquered  Guiana  already,  and  the 
other  endeavoured  to  get  it  from  both,  he  defired  to  be  inihuctcd,  both  in  the  befl 
way  to  the  golden  parts  of  Guiana,  and  the  civilized  towns  of  the  Inca.     The  King 
anfwered,  he  could  not  perceive  Raleigh  meant  to   proceed    to    the    great    city    of 
Manoa,  becaufe  neither  the  feafon  of  the  year,  nor  the  ftrength    of  his    company, 
would  enable  him  ;  for  he  remembered  that  in  the  plains  of  Maqureguarai,  the  firft 
town  of  Guiana,  where  all  the  gold  plates  were  made  which  were  fcattered  over  the 
neighbouring  nations,  and  above  four  days  journey  from  his  own,  three  hundred  Spa- 
niards were  deftroyed  who  had  no  friends  among  the  borderers ;  he  therefore  advifed 
Raleigh  never  to  invade  the  ftrong  parts  of  Guiana  without  the  help  of  all  thofe  na- 
tions which  were  their  enemies.     Raleigh  afked,  if  he  thought  the  company  he  had 
with  him  were  fufficient  to  take  that  town  ?     The  King  thought  they  were,  and  of- 
fered to  aflifl;  him  with  all  his  borderers,  if  he  would  leave  him  a  guard  of  fifty  men 
upon  his  departure. 

But  Raleigh,  knowing  if  they  fhould  efcape  the  Guianians,  the  Spaniards,  expe£t- 
ing  fupplies,  would  repay  upon  him  his  treatment  at  Trinidada,  very  plaufibly  excufed 
himfelf.  Hereupon  the  King  defired  he  would  forbear  him  and  his  country  at  this 
time ;  for  if  the  Epuremei  fhould  know  he  had  given  Raleigh  any  aid  or  intelligence, 
he  Ihould  foon  be  overrun  by  them,  nor  could  he  avoid  the  Spaniards  if  they  Ihould 
return,  who  had  before  led  him,  feventeen  days,  in  a  chain  like  a  dog,  till  he  paid  a 
hundred  plates  of  gold  and  feveral  chains  of  fpleen-ftones,  for  his  ranfom ;  but  if  Ra- 
leigh would  return  in  due  feafon  next  year,  he  would  engage  all  the  borderers  in  the 
enterprize ;  tor  that  he  could  not  more  defire  to  make  himielf  mailer  of  Guiana,  than 
they  to  aflift  him,  having  been  plundered  in  their  wars  by  the  Epuremei,  of  their 
women,  whom  to  recover,  they  would  willingly  renew  the  war,  without  hopes  of  far- 
ther profit ;  for  the  old  King  complained  of  it  as  a  matter  of  grievous  reftraint,  that 
now  they  were  confined  to  three  or  four  wives  apiece,  who  were  wont  to  enjoy  ten  or 
a  dozen,  while  the  lords  of  their  enemies  had  no  lefs  than  fifty  or  a  hundred ;  but  they 
feem  to  have  had  a  political  reafon  for  this  recovery,  to  ftrengthen  their  alliance,  and 
increafe  their  forces  ;  thofe  frontiers  having  been  much  depopulated,  between  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  Inca  and  the  Spaniards. 

Raleigh,  after  farther  confultation,  finding  it  abfolutely  improper  either  to  leave 
any  of  his  company,  or  to  attempt  war  upon  the  Epuremei  till  the  next  year,  ap- 
plied himfelf  now,  only  to  learn  how  thofe  people  wrought  thofe  plates  of  gold,  which 
were  difperfed  about,  iuid  how  they  divided  it  from  the  flone.  The  King  told  him, 
that  moll  of  their  plates  and  images  were  not  fevered  from  the  flone ;  but  that,  on  the 
lake  of  Manoa,  and  many  other  rivers  thereabouts,  they  gathered  the  perfect  grains  of 
gold,  and,  mingling  a  proportion  of  copper,  the  better  to  work  it,  put  it  in  a  great 
earthen  pot,  under  which  they  increafed  the  fire  by  the  breath  of  men  through  long 
canes  fallened  to  the  holes  under  the  faid  pot,  till  the  metal  diflolved,  which  then  they 
caft  into  moulds  of  ilone  and  clay,  and  fo  made  thefe  plates  and  images ;  whereof 
Raleigh  brought  two  forts  into  England,  more  to  fhew  the  manner  of  them,  than  the 
value ;  for  he  gave  more  pieces  of  gold  of  the  twenty  fhilling  coin,  with  the  Queen's 
effigy  upon  them,  among  thefe  people,  to  wear  in  honour  of  Her  Majefty,  and  to  en- 
gage them  in  her  fervice,  than  he  received,  fo  little  did  he  make  his  defign  of  gold 
known  to  them.  He  brought  away  with  him,  however,  various  fainples  both  of  the 
fpar  and  of  the  ore,  which  were  fufficient  to  juitify  his  r  p.ats  of  the  riches  of  this 
country ;  and  he  likewife  brought  with  hini  the  highefl  teltimony  that  could  well 
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be  given  him  of  the  fincere  love  and  entire  confidence  of  the  natives,  fince  old  Topio- 
wari,  one  of  the  vvifefl,  and  none  of  the  leaft  powerful,  princes  in  that  country,  fent 
over  his  own  fon  Cayworaco  into  England,  where  he  was  baptized  with  much  cere- 
mony by  the  name  of  Gualtero.  On  the  other  hand,  Sir  Walter  left  behind  him,  at 
their  own  requeft,  two  of  his  company,  viz.  Francis  Sperry  who  was  an  excellent 
draftfman,  and  undertook  to  defcribe,  as  he  did,  all  the  country  very  exaftly  ;  and 
Hugh  Goodwin,  a  boy  who  waited  upon  Sir  Walter,  and  who  was  to  learn  the  lan- 
guages of  the  Indian  nations,  which  he  did  to  great  perfection,  but  was  unfortunately 
devoured  by  a  wild  beafl;. 

After  this,  a  cacique  whofe  name  was  Putoma,  and  another  whofe  name  was 
Warapana,  offered  to  conduft  him  to  a  gold  mine,  which  they  accordingly  per- 
formed ;  but  the  weather  being  extremely  bad.  Sir  Walter  was  defirous  to  make  as 
much  hafle  back  as  it  was  poflible  to  his  fhips,  which  he  accordingly  did  ;  but  when 
he  found  himfelf  on  the  fea  coafl,  and  in  a  manner  at  the  end  of  his  labours,  he  met 
with  a  moft  dreadful  and  dangerous  ftorm,  which  drove  them  almofl  to  their  wits-end  ; 
and  at  length,  in  a  dark  night,  and  in  the  midfl  of  the  tempeft,  he  quitted  his 
galley,  which  he  found  amongfl  fhoals  and  fands,  and  in  his  boat  thrull  out  to  fea, 
with  fo  much  good  fortune,  however,  that  the  next  morning,  by  nine  o'clock,  they  had 
fight  of  the  ifland  of  Trinidada,  and  rowing  cautioufly  under  the  fhore,  arrived  fafely 
at  Curiapan,  where  their  veffels  lay  at  anchor.  In  all  this  tedious  and  furprifmg  expe- 
dition, wherein  they  went  through  fuch  a  variety  of  dangers,  being  always  alike  ex- 
pofed  to  the  feverities  of  the  weather,  and  to  the  attempts  of  their  enemies,  abfojutely 
wanting  moft  of  the  conveniencies,  and  frequently  even  the  neceflaries  of  life,  except 
the  negro  devoured  by  the  crocodile,  he  loft  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  man,  which 
amazed  the  Spanifh  governor  Berreo  to  the  higheft  degree,  who  openly  profeffed 
his  admiration  of  Sir  Walter's  conduft  and  courage,  which  fo  vifibly  furpafled  thofe 
of  all  the  Spanifh  captains  employed  in  this  fervice,  from  Orellana  down  to  himfelf. 

After  a  fhort  ftay,  to  put  his  little  fquadron  in  order,  he  failed  from  Trinidada 
on  his  return  to  England,  and  in  his  palfage  home,  landed  and  burnt  feveral  of  the 
Spanifh  towns  upon  the  coaft ;  and  on  the  13th  of  July  he  met  with  Captain  Prefton, 
under  Cape  St.  Antonio,  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month 
purfued  his  voyage  to  England,  where  he  fafely  arrived,  his  expedition  being  exceed- 
ingly applauded,  in  profe  and  verfe,  by  all  the  reputed  wits  of  thofe  times. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  thofe  who  envied  Raleigh  began  to  circulate  new 
calumnies,  framed  on  purpofe  to  depreciate  his  difc'overy.  It  is  of  fome  confequence, 
even  at  this  day,  to  examine  and  expofe  thefe  lying  ftories,  becaufe  they  have  moft 
unaccountably  found  fo  great  credit  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  that  though  they 
commend  Sir  Walter's  defign,  as  fuppofing  it  againft  the  Spaniards,  yet  they  queftion 
his  veracity  with  regard  to  the  produce,  value,  and  expediency  of  fettling  Guiana, 
which  is  the  reafon  (at  leaft  it  ought  fo  to  be)  why  it  was  not  afterw-.rds  attempted, 
when  the  importance  of  plantations  were  better  underftood.  The  firlt  fuggeftion  was, 
that  this  was  a  favourite  fcheme,  perhaps  a  pleafmg  vifion  of  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh's  ; 
and  there  was  no  reafon  to  yield  implicit  credit  to  any  man's  dreams,  how  wife  and 
learned  foever.  It  is  really  ftrange,  how  far  fuch  foolifli  infinuations  as  thefe  pre- 
vail, and  how  bafely  mankind  repay  the  greateft  fervices  that  can  be  done  them. 
When  Colon  opened  his  fcheme  in  Portugal,  it  was  reputed  a  mere  fancy  and  a 
contrivance  to  gain  employment ;  when  Fauftus  invented  printing,  he  was  treated  by 
fome  as  a  conjurer,  and  by  others  the  art  was  condemned  as  prejudicial  to  the  book- 
fcriveners ;  and  at  the  time  Harvey  taught  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  he  was  almofl 
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generally  run  down  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  phyficians  of  thofe  times  was  treated 
as  a  ridiculous  ficlion,  which  is  now  regarded  as  the  very  foundation  of  the  art  of  phyfic. 
The  truth  feenis  to  be,  that  what  is  pervaded  and  clearly  comprehended  by  a  firfl-rate 
genius,  is  a  mere  cloud,  vifion,  or  airy  appearance,  in  the  judgment  of  common  men, 
who,  cither  really  forgetting,  or  atl'eding  not  to  tlilUnguifh,  this  difference  in  capacities, 
would  have  their  judgments  take  place,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  many  rather  reputed 
vvildom  than  the  lentiinents  of  a  fmgle  man  ;  and  thus,  between  folly  and  arrogance, 
the  advantages  which  might  he  drawn  from  fucli  higli  and  rare  fpirits,  if  due  diftinc- 
tion  were  made,  are  abfolutely  Inlt,  and  the  difcoveries  in  the  world  of  fcience  (always 
achieved  by  fuch  men)  poflponed  for  ages.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  aware  of  this, 
which  induced  him  to  take  fo  much  pains  in  tracing  the  knowledge  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  in  making  what  they  knew,  and  had  c-ndeaVoured  on  this  fubjeft,  public,  by  which 
he  thought  he  plainly  proved  this  was  no  invention  of  his,  but  only  an  improvement 
on  the  notions  of  other  men.  He  obferved  likewife,  that  the  French,  at  the  very  time 
he  attempted  it,  had  a  view  to  this  difcovery  ;  and,  it  is  very  certain,  that  fmcc  his 
time.  Count  Pagan  recommended  fuch  a  fcttlement  to  Cardinal  Richelieu,  fo  that  the 
calling  this  a  whim  of  Sir  Walter's,  as  many  did  then,  who  arc  believed  ;  now  is  to 
talk  childifhly  and  ignorantly  on  a  very  important  fubjeft. 

The  next  infmuation  was,  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  gold  dufl,  gold  plates, 
or  gold  mines  there,  but  that  all  was  mere  invention,  calculated  to  recommend  the 
projed.  To  this  Sir  Walter  oppofed  three  reafons,  each  of  which  was  a  fair  and 
full  anfwer,  and  indeed  wholly  deftroyed  the  objeftion.  For  firft,  he  {hewed  from 
the  fituation,  it  was  impoffible  this  country  fhould  not  be  rich,  as  having  New  Grenada 
on  one  fide,  Peru  at  its  back,  and  in  that  climate  which  affords  the  richeft  mines  of 
gold  and  filver  in  America ;  to  which,  we  may  add,  the  difcovery  of  the  Brazil  trea- 
fures  unknown  in  his  age.  He  next  pleaded  the  authority  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  that 
with  refped,  not  to  opinions  only,  but  as  to  fads ;  for  he  annexes  to  his  voyage  cer- 
tificates of  confiderable  quantities  of  gold,  which  they  had  drawn  from  that  country, 
and  which  made  them  fo  eager  to  difcover  it  fully.  This  too  has  been  confirmed  by 
Father  D'Acughna,  and  other  writers,  fince  his  days,  who  very  pofitively  maintain  the 
very  fame  thing.  He  laifly  urges  his  own  aftual  experience,  producing  very  ample 
fpecimens  of  gold  ore  from  thence.  Upon  fome  doubt  whether  the  (tones  by  him 
produced  were  gold  ore  or  not,  he  caufed  them  to  be  examined  by  refiners.  From 
fome,  Mr.  Weftwood,  who  lived  in  Wood-ftreet,  drew  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thir- 
teen thoufand  pounds  a  ton  ;  fome,  tried  by  Meffrs.  Bulmar  and  Dimock,  held  after 
the  rate  of  twenty-three  thoufand  pounds  a  ton,  and  fome,  examined  by  Mr.  Palmer, 
comptroller  of  the  mint,  and  Mr.  Dimock,  held  almoft  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds 
in  a  ton.  Yet  after  all  this,  another  queflion  was  flarted,  whether  Raleigh  did  not 
carry  this  gold  from  Africa  as  well  as  bring  it  from  Guiana  ;  to  which  he  anfwered, 
that  from  the  very  mines  in  that  country,  he  helped  to  dig  it  himfelf,  though  with  no 
fitter  inflrument  than  his  dagger. 

Another  head  of  calumny  was,  that  he  chiefly  aimed  at  attacking  and  plundering 
the  Spanilh  towns  upon  the  coafts ;  and  that  thefe  were  in  reality  Raleigh's  gold 
mines  in  Guiana.  But  this  was  fo  far  from  the  truth,  that  one  principal  reafon, 
which  Sir  Walter  affigns  for  fixing  here,  was,  that  the  Catholic  King  had  neither  any 
right  to,  or  poffeffion  of,  this  country.  It  is  alfo  moft  evident  from  Sir  Walter's 
own  accounts,  that,  except  at  San  Jofeph  in  Trinadada,  he  took  nothing  in  the  places 
which  he  plundered  in  that  country,  and  from  this  very  inftance  he  recommends 
planting  rather  than  privateering.     On  the  whole,  therefore,  this  affair  has  been  mif- 
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taken  from  firfl  to  lafl :  Sir  Walter's  propofal  was  wife  and  well-founded  ;  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  country  true  and  very  exa£l,  his  expectations,  though  fanguine,  perfeftly 
well  grounded ;  and  his  own  voyage  a  very  pregnant  proof  that  fuch  an  eftablifhment 
is  highly  prafticable.  If  any  fhould  enquire  what  views  I  have  in  labouring  this  topic 
fo  much,  I  Ihall  fairly  anfwer,  many :  I  thought  the  nature  of  my  fubjeft  led  me  to  it ; 
I  conceived  that  Sir  Walter's  memory  demanded  this  piece  of  juftice ;  and  I  remem- 
bered that  we  are  at  war  with  Spain,  Guiana  ftill  unfettled  ;  and  that  we  may,  as  the 
phrafe  once  was,  "  take  and  hold." 

15.  We  are  now  to  fpeak  briefly  of  fuch  other  tranfactions  under  the  reign  of  this 
greajt  Princefs,  as  may  contribute  to  explain  fome  paflages  in  this  chapter,  and  fet  what 
follows  in  a  clear  light.  She  encouraged  privateers  immediately  after  her  coming  to 
the  crown,  as  the  moll  effectual  means  of  raifmg  a  fleet  in  a  fliort  time ;  but  when  flie 
found  this  end  anfwered,  flie  brought  that  practice  under  due  regulations.  She  was 
extremely  careful  in  giving  all  poflible  encouragement  for  difcoveries,  and  it  was  with 
this  view  that  flie  promoted,  as  we  fliall  fee  hereafter,  feveral  enterpizes  for  finding  out 
a  paflTage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  the  north-eafl  and  by  the  north-wefl:.  The  Ruflla 
trade  fhe  encouraged ;  and  her  conduct  in  refpect  to  that  nation  was  fuch  as  raifed  her 
credit  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  to  the  higheft  degree  that  can  be  imagined.  The 
King  of  Sweden  was  fo  charmed  with  what  fame  reported  of  the  Queen,  that  he  put 
himfelf  into  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  fuitors  to  her  for  marriage.  The  King  of 
Demark  afked  her  leave  to  tranfport  corn  through  the  narrow  feas,  which,  to  fhew  her 
dominion  over  them,  flie  once  refufed  ;  and  the  Hanfe  Towns  having  prefumed  to  fend 
a  fleet  through  them  without  her  leave,  fhe  feized  and  confifcated  their  fhips ;  as  for 
the  Dutch,  they  more  than  once  offered  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  her  government,  and 
in  the  mofl  public  manner  acknowledged  that  they  owed  the  recovery  of  their  liberty 
to  her  fuccour  and  protection  ;  but  flie  was  wife  enough  to  forefee,  that  as  they  grew 
in  power  they  might  alter  their  notions,  and  fhe  took  care  to  provide  againft  this,  by 
procuring  the  keys  of  Holland  and  Zealand  to  be  put  into  her  hands,  by  which  means 
file  was  able  to  lock  up  their  commerce,  and  naval  force,  at  her  pleafure. 

She  kept  France  in  great  awe,  even  when  it  was  governed  by  Henry  IV.,  the  wifeff, 
braveft,  and  befl  monarch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  She  ruined  the  naval  power  of 
Spain,  then  the  moft  formidable  in  Europe,  and  under  the  diredtion  of  a  Prince  whofe 
abilities  were  equal  to  every  thing  but  his  ambition :  flie  encouraged  expeditions  to  the 
Weil  Indies,  as  long  as  they  proved  beneficial  to  her  fubjeds ;  and  when  they  ap- 
peared to  be  no  longer  fo,  fhe  very  prudently  reftrained  them.  It  was  under  her 
reign,  that  the  Eiiglifli  firfl  attempted  the  paflage  into  the  South  Seas  by  the 
Streights  of  Magellan  ;  which  proved  of  great  confequence,  not  only  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  but  alfo  in  opening  a  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  we  have  already 
fhewn  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work,  to  which  thofe  pafTages  properly  belonged. 

She  brought,  by  affording  the  means  of  employing  them,  the  building  of  fliips 
into  ufe,  and  by  degrees  to  great  perfection,  which  was  of  infinite  benefit  to  the  na- 
tion, and  at  the  fame  time  delivered  us  from  the  heavy  inconvenience  of  hiring  vefl"els 
from  foreigners  whenever  the  public  occafions  demanded  a  large  fleet ;  but  moft  of 
thefe  things  (though  incident  to  my  purpofe)  have  been  already  infifted  on  by  others, 
and  therefore  I  am  content  barely  to  mention  them,  that  I  may  have  room  to  mention 
fome  other  things  of  no  lefs  importance,  though  not  fo  much  attended  to.  We  have 
ihewn  how  wretched  a  fituation  things  were  in  at  the  beginning  of  her  reign,  and  how 
fuddenly  and  how  effeCtually  fhe  changed  the  face  of  our  affairs  ;  and  we  have  in  fome  ^ 
meafure  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  this  was  done;  but  there  remain  fome 
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Other  points  worthy  the  reader's  confideration,  which  I  fliall  next  handle  with  all 
imaginable  brevity. 

Oueen  Elizabeth  taught  all  her  fubjefts  induftry  and  application  by  her  perfona! 
condutt ;  flie  was  conftantly  attentive  to  every  branch  of  her  government ;  knew  ex- 
a£lly  what  was  done,  .what  might  be  done,  and  what  was  omitted ;  fhe  underftood 
molt  things  herfelf,  and  what  flie  did  not  iinderfland,  fhe  committed  to  the  in- 
fpedion  of  fuch  as  were  reputed  to  be  befl  acquainted  with  tlicin ;  flie  was 
flow  in  refolving,  and  quick  in  execution ;  fhe  heard  all  that  could  be  faid  for,  or 
againft,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  before  fhe  went  on  board  his  flilp,  or  gave  him  any  pub- 
lic marks  of  her  favour ;  but  afterwards  flie  would  never  permit  his  conduct  to  be 
cenfured. 

She  was  fparing  in  her  honours,  bccaufe  flie  was  refolved  to  ufe  them  as  re- 
wards ;  and  flie  knew  that  in  order  to  this  it  was  requifite  they  fhould  not  become 
cheap  ;  fhe  never  employed  any  but  capable  niinifters  ;  for  flie  had  men  for  fliew 
and  men  for  fervice  ;  and  in  nothing  demonflrated  her  great  capacity  more  than 
in  her  choice  of  fervants.  Secretary  Walfingham,  and  after  him  Secretary  Cecil, 
had  the  department  of  the  marine,  and  both  underftood  it  well,  fo  that  who- 
ever applied  to  them,  was  to  make  out  the  reafon  and  probability,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
fitablenefs  of  his  projeft.  This  produced  the  many  excellent  pieces  which  are  pre- 
ferved  in  Hackluit,  particularly  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  difcourfe  of  the  north-weft 
paffage,  Sir  George  Peacham's  benefits  of  Weftern  planting,  with  Mr.  Harriot's  ac- 
count of  Virginia,  and  many  fuch  things.  By  this  means  a  fpirit  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge was  promoted  and  kept  up  ;  all  things  were  thoroughly  fifted  before  encou- 
ragement was  given,  and  due  regard  had  to  v.  hat  fucceeded,  to  what  did  not,  and 
to  the  reafon  and  caufes  of  both. 

She  took  fome  fhare  of  moft  expeditions  of  confequence,  as  well  to  keep  up  the 
fpirits  of  thofe  concerned,  as  in  cafe  any  good  prizes  were  made,  that  the  public  might 
have  its  part,  in  which  we  find  her  always  ftricl:,  and  fometimes  a  little  fevere : 
but  with  all  her  frugality-  and  good  management  in  this  refpeft,  fhe  found  war 
an  expenfive  and  ruinous  thing,  which  demanded  conftant  and  great  fupplies,  bring- 
ing in  but  llowly  and  inconfiderably.  She  was  the  better  able  to  difcern  this,  be- 
caufe  fhe  took  care  to  have  the  treafury  books  as  regularly  kept  as  thofe  of  a  merchant, 
whence  fhe  was  very  well  able  to  tell  how  far  her  revenues  anfwered  her  expences, 
in  v>hat  articles  her  excefles  were  incurred,  and  even  the  lofs  and  gain  on  par- 
ticular expeditions  ;  as  for  inflance,  that  of  Cadiz,  or  Cales,  reputed  the  niofl  for- 
tunate in  her  long  reign,  which  neverthelefs  cofl  fixty-four  thoufand  pounds  more  than 
it  brought  in.  The  balance,  in  this  refpett  was'aKvays  againft  her,  notwithltanding 
the  vaft  found  her  prizes  made  in  the  world  ;  for  according  'to  a  minute  of  an  account 
made  up  by  the  famous  Lord  treafurer  Burleigh,  from  the  thirtieth  to  the  thirty-fourth 
year  of  her  government,  it  appears,  that  the  bare  expenee  of  the  navy  amounted  to  two 
hundred  feventy-five  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  fixty-one  pounds,  and  all  received 
by  prizes  within  thofe  years,  which  were  the  moft  profperous  in  that  refpeft  of 
the  whole  Spanifli  war,  came  to  no  more  than  fixty-four  thoufand  and  forty-four 
pounds. 

Yet,  confidermg  what  mifchief  was  done  the  enemy,  how  much  his  commerce 
was  embarralTed,  his  merchants  ruined,  his  credit  leilened,  and  his  power  decreafed, 
there  was  no  great  caufe  to  repine  ;  and  in  truth,  we  no  where  find  the  Queen  did 
fo,  but  fhe  ahvays  endeavoured  to  put  her  nobility  upon  fuch  enterprizes,  as  well 
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to  keep  them  employed,  as  to  throw  a  part  of  the  expence  upon  fuch  as  {he  judged 
were  much  more  able  to  afford  it  than  the  common  people. 

But  there  was  another  great  and  ufeful  eft'eft  which  flowed  from  this  afliduous  care 
in  the  Queen,  and  this  generous  conduft  in  her  nobility,  and  that  was,  the  eftablifliing 
a  jufl:  regard  for  public  fpirit.  It  was  the  mode  in  her  days,  to  do  every  thing  with  a 
view  to  the  welfare  of  the  flate,  and  it  was  impoffible  for  any  man  to  make  a  figure  at 
court,  or  to  appear  with  diftindlion  in  his  country  whofe  adtions  as  well  as  words 
did  not  difcover  fomewhat  of  the  patriot.  Some  of  the  nobility  ferved  in  Holland, 
to  learn  the  trade  of  war,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  contributed  to  break  the  power 
of  Spain,  and  to  raife  the  Englilh  reputation  for  courage,  fteadinefs,  and  other  mi- 
litary virtues.  The  Earl  of  Eflex,  and  other  men  of  quality,  ferved  the  Queen  at  fea 
in  various  expeditions  of  great  importance.  Others  again,  fuch  as  the  Earl  of  Cum- 
berland, embarked  in  particular  enterprizes  at  their  own  expence  ;  and  by  this  means, 
after  the  formidable  invafion  in  1588,  the  King  of  Spain  found  himfelf  fufficiently 
employed  at  home,  and  perceived,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  he  had  wafted  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  all  his  kingdoms  to  raife  up  two  new  powers  in  Europe,  viz. 
England  and  Holland,  which  neither  he  nor  his  fucceflbrs  \\ould  be  able  to  cope 
with. 

But  the  Queen  and  her  minifters,  when  the  dangers  of  war  were  thus  removed 
or  kept  at  a  diftance,  knew  how  to  divert  the  fame  fpirit  to  other  good  and  falutary 
purpofes.  In  former  reigns  there  had  been  little  care  taken  to  explore  the  riches  of 
this  kingdom ;  but  now  every  part  of  it  was  examined,  and  every  kind  of  improve- 
ment fet  on  foot.  The  lord  treafurer  fent  for  feveral  Germans  over,  who  were 
employed  in  erefting  iron  works,  in  difcovering  and  working  lead  mines,  and  in 
making  faltpetre.  We  formerly  exported  moft  of  our  commodities  raw  and  un- 
wrought,  but  now  the  perfecution  in  the  Low-Countries  iurnifhed  us  with  multi- 
tudes of  able  workmen  in  every  branch  of  the  woollen  manufadtory,  who  had  all  ima- 
ginable encouragement  given  them,  and  with  very  confiderable  privileges  were  fettled 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  more  efpecially  at  London,  Norwich,  Colchefter, 
and  Canterbury.  The  like  care  was  taken  with  refpeft  to  other  trades,  and  this  was 
attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  whereas  in  the  beginning  of  the  Queen's  reign  we 
bought  our  artillery  abroad,  towards  the  end  of  it  we  furniflied  all  Europe  with 
ordnance  ;  fo  that  at  length  it  grew  a  queftion,  whether  it  might  not  be  requifite 
for  the  public  fafety,  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  exportation  ot  iron  cannon. 

There  was  now  fcarce  a  feflion  of  parliament  held  in  which  there  were  not  afts 
pafled  for  promoting  new  branches  of  trade,  or  for  preferving  or  regulating  the 
old ;  and  though  it  may  be,  and  I  believe  is,  true,  that  fome  of  the  laws  then  made, 
have  become  in  procefs  of  time  rather  dangerous  and  deftruftive  than  profitable  or 
advantageous  to  commerce,  yet  certainly  they  were  made  with  a  good  intent ;  and 
w,e  have  reafon  to  believe  were  well  enough  luited  to  thofe  times,  fo  that  we  have 
no  reafon  to  cenfure  thofe  who  made  them,  on  account  of  the  inconveniencies  they 
produce,  but  ought  rather  to  blame  ourfelves  for  not  repealing  them.  By  thele 
fteps  the  face  of  things  in  this  country  was  quite  changed  :  inftead  of  being  ferved  by 
the  Venetians  and  Genoefe,  with  all  the  commodities  of  the  Eaft,  we  brought  them 
home  ourfelves,  and  even  furniflied  them  to  others ;  inftead  of  fufl'criug  all  our  do- 
meftic  trade  to  be  managed,  as  formerly,  by  Germans  and  other  foreigners,  we  began 
to  fettle  factories  abroad,  and  there  was  hardly  a  nation  in  the  known  world,  with 
which,  before  the  death  of  this  Queen,  wc  had  not  fome  correfpondence. 

Yet 
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Yet  inflead  of  fetting  down  quietly  with  thefe  acquifitiori,-,  nnd  falling  into  a  no- 
minal trade  amongit  ourfelves,  like  the  modern  ftock-jobl)ing  ;  we  were  tnen  continu- 
ally contriving  and  executing  new  I'chemes,  either  for  improving  our  country  or  ex- 
porting its  i)roduce ;  our  people,  even  then,  began  to  think  the  trading  world  too 
narrow  for  them,  and  admired  nothing  fo  much  as  finding  out  new  markets,  where 
goods  always  iell  belt,  where  novelty  and  variety  often  procure  high  prices  even  for 
inditlcrent  commodities.  We  need  not  at  all  wonder,  therefore,  that  in  thcfe  times 
there  were  men  of  fuch  extenfive  abilities  produced,  as  feemed  to  grafp  the  whole 
circle  of  commercial  knowledge ;  fuch  as  Sir  Waller  Raleigh,  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  Sir 
Thomas  Grefliam,  and  many  others ;  Ibme  of  whom  have  left  us  treatifcs  in  this  way, 
that  are  both  read  and  admired  in  more  enlightened  times.  We  may  therefore  fafely 
pronounce,  that  the  feeds  of  all  our  traffic,  which  have  fmce  fo  happily  come  up,  and 
from  which  the  nation  has  reaped  fuch  mighty  profits,  were  fown  in  this  reign,  and 
cultivated  when  they  needed  cultivation  molt,  by  the  royal  hand  of  the  matclJefs 
Ehzabeth  ;  the  mother  of  her  fubjetls,  the  terror  of  her  enemies,  and  the  bcnefaftor 
of  pofterity. 

16.  We  are  now  to  take  a  view  of  the  (fate  of  F.nglifh  affairs  in  regard  to  ^America, 
at  the  clofe  of  this  (Queen's  reign,  when  it  will  appear,  that  there  was  fcarcely  any 
part  of  it,  whether  of  the  northern  or  fouthern  continent,  or  iflands,  with  which  we 
had  not  fome  acquaintance  ;  though  we  had  made  no  fettlements  any  where.  Drake 
and  Candifh  examined  the  whole  backfide  of  America  from  fouth  to  north,  and  it  ap- 
pears very  clearly  from  Sir  Richard  Hawkins's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Voyage,  that  we 
were  almoft  as  well  acquainted  with  thofe  countries  as  the  Spaniards  themfelves  ;  this 
will  appear  lefs  flrange,  when  it  is  obferved,  that  fome  of  our  feamen  being  furprifed, 
others  being  fent  afhore  by  their  commanders,  and  feveral  ftraggling  when  landed  in 
parties,  on  particular  defigns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards;  and  being  fent  from 
place  to  place,  travelled  through  more  countries  than  mod  of  the  Spaniards  that  were 
fent  thither  by  their  government,  or  were  driven  thither  by  their  neceffities,  fome  of 
whom  coming  home,  related,  and  feveral  of  them,  particularly  Miles  Phillips  and  David 
Ingram,  wrote  accounts  of  their  adventures,  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fliew  in  another 
place. 

By  this  means  we  gained  very  clear  and  diftind  defcriptions  of  the  countries  bor- 
dei'ing  on  the  ffraits  of  Magellan,  of  ChiH,  Peru,  the  bjay  of  Panama,  the  feveral 
provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Old  Mexico,  fome  knowledge  of  the  New,  and  even  of 
California :  nor  were  we  lefs  acquainted  with  the  other  fide  of  the  continent,  as  the 
reader  may  learn  from  the  Englifh  voyages  of  the  firft  chapter  of  this  work,  in  which 
are  contained  very  diffinfl;  accounts  of  the  mod  fouthern  parts,  from  the  river  of  Plata 
to  the  mouth  of  Magellan's  ftraits.  We  have  likewife  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  great 
country  of  Brazil,  from  Mr.  Knivet,  and  other  travellers  ;  though  it  muff  be  allowed 
that  they  gave  great  fcope  to  their  imagination,  in  what  they  have  written,  or  at  leaft 
what  is  publifhed  by  Purchas,  if  it  was  by  them  written,  upon  this  fubjeft.  As  to 
Guiana,  or  the  country  of  the  Amazons,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Capt.  Laurence 
Keymifh,  whom  he  fent  thither  foon  after  his  return,  have  written  as  good  defcriptions 
of  them,  if  not  better,  than  any  that  are  extant  in    other  languages. 

As  for  the  coaft,  from  the  ifland  of  Trinity  up  to  Carthagena,  it  was  the  chief 
fcene  of  mofl  of  our  privateer  expeditions  in  this  reign,  fo  that  we  had  repeated, 
relations  of  all  that  was  neceffary  to  make  this  part  of  the  new  world  perfectly 
known.  The  remaining  part  of  the  coaft,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Honduras,  was 
likewife  explained  and  defcribed  by  feveral  Engliflnnen,  who  had  vifited  thofe  coalls, 
particularly  Captain  Barker  ;  and  as  for  the  bay  of  Mexico,  it  was  often  reforted  to ; 
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but  more  particularly  by  Captain,  (afterwards)  Sir  John,  Hawkins,  in  the  year  1568, 
at  which  time  he  fet  on  fhore  David  Ingram,  before-mentioned,  at  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  leagues  wefl-by-north  from  the  cape  of  Florida.  From  thence  he  travelled 
with  feveral  other  perfons  of  his  company  by  land,  to  within  fixty  leagues  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton ;  where  they  found  a  paffage  home  by  a  French  fhip,  in  1369,  and  foon  after  their 
arrival,  David  Ingram,  Richard  Brown,  and  Richard  Twede  went  to  vifit  Captain 
Hawkins,  who  had  fet  them  on  fhore,  and  related  to  him  their  adventures.  I  have 
been  more  particular  on  this  head,  becaufe  this  Ingram  has  given  the  cleareft  account 
of  any  man  concerning  the  north-weft  pafl'age,  as  the  reader  will  fee  hereafter  in 
its  proper  place,  where  I  fliall  give  his  account  at  large.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
coaft  of  North  America,  from  the  cape  of  Florida  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  conti- 
nent northward,  was  examined  by  feveral  of  our  feamen,  as  appears  by  what  has 
been  already  faid  in  this  feftion,  and  will  farther  appear  from  the  account  we  are 
yet  to  give  of  fome  voyages  that  were  made  in  the  laft  years  of  the  Queen,  and 
which  I  thought  proper  to  referve  for  this  place. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  in  order  of  time,  is  the  glorious  expedition  of  Captain  William 
Parker  of  Plymouth,  who  undertook,  at  the  expence  of  a  few  private  perfons,  an  en- 
terprize  againft  the  Spaniards,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Giles  and 
Captain  Ward,  land  officers  ;  and  by  the  Captains  Fugars,  Loriman,  Aflily,  and  fe- 
veral other  gentlemen  as  volunteers,  which,  all  circumftances  confidered,  will  appear 
one  of  the  hardeft  undertakings,  as  well  as  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful,  in  that  reign,  or  in- 
deed ever  attempted  by  our  own  nation  or  any  other  of  which  there  remains  an  account 
in  hiftory.  This  Iquadron  of  his  confifted  but  of  three  fmall  barks,  fcarce  equal  in 
ftrength  to  a  fifth-rate  man  of  war  ;  of  thefe  the  Prudence,  ftiled  the  Admiral,  was  of 
the  burden  of  one  hundred  tons,  and  a  hundred  and  thirty  men,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Parker  himfelf ;  the  Pearl,  vice-admiral,  of  fixty  tons,  and  fixty  men.  Captain  Robert 
Rawlins  commander ;  the  Pinnace  of  twenty  tons  and  eighteen  men.  They  failed  in 
November  1601,  and  off  the  fouth  cape  had  the  misfortune  in  a  violent  guft  of  wind 
to  lofe  their  pinnace  with  all  her  men  but  three  ;  fteering  their  courfe  from  thence  to 
the  iflands  of  Cape  Verd,  they  landed  one  hundred  men,  and  took  one  of  them  called 
St.  Vincent,  with  a  town  of  the  fame  name  ;  and,  after  having  given  the  fpoil  of  it  to 
the  foldiers,  fet  fire  to  the  place.  Hence  they  haled  over  to  the  coaft  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  coming  to  La  Rancheria,  or  the  Pearl  Fiftiery,  in  the  fmall  ifland  Cu- 
bagua,  they  there  found  the  governor  of  Cumana,  with  a  fmall  company  of  foldiers. 
This  did  not  difcourage  them  from  landing,  and  though  at  firft  they  were  received 
with  great  warmth,  they  got  at  laft  the  better  of  them,  and  took  the  place  with  fe- 
ver.il  priibners,  barks,  and  boats,  all  which  they  ranfomed  for  the  value  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  which  was  paid  them  in  pearls. 

They  lailed  from  thence  direftly  for  Cape  de  la  Vela,  where  they  took  a  great 
Portuguefe  ftiip  of  250  tons,  coming  from  Angola  and  Congo,  and  bound  for  Car- 
thagena  ;  which,  having  little  of  value  in  her  except  three  hundred  and  feventy  ne- 
groes, they  ranfomed  for  five  hundred  pounds.  After  this  they  went  to  the  ifland 
of  Cabecas,  where  they  embarked  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  men  in  two  fmall 
pinnaces  and  two  fhallops,  and  failed  to  the  Baftimentos,  where  they  landed,  and 
picking  up  fome  negroes  for  their  guides,  with  their  boats  and  pinnaces,  they  en- 
tered the  river  of  Puerto  Bcllo  the  7th  of  February  1602  ;  it  being  moon-light  the 
watch  difcovered  them  at  their  firft  entrance  into  the  haven,  and  haled  them  by  the 
ftrong  caftle  of  St.  Philip  ;  in  which  were  thirty-five  brafs  guns,  and  foldiers  enough 
to  manage  them.  Having  fome  on  board  who  fpoke  the  Spanifh  tongue,  they  pre- 
tended thev  were  Spaniards  coming  from  Cartliagena. 
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The  officer  of  the  calHc  bid  them  come  to  anchor,  which  they  did,  but  about  an  hour 
after  Captain  Parker  gave  them  the  flip  with  his  two  boats  and  above  thirty  men,  leaving 
the  pinnaces  at  anchor  before  the  caJlle.     With  this  force  he  went  dirccHy  to  thefuburb 
of  Triana,  and,  though  the  alarm  was  given,  landed  his  thirty  men,  and  letting  it  on  hre 
left  it  burning,  and  marched  into  the  great  and  rich  town  of  Puerto  Bello.     As  foon 
as  he  entered,  he  marched  direflly  to  the  King's  treafury,  where  he  found  a  guard  of 
foldiers  drawn   up   to   receive   him,  with  two  brafs  held  pieces  on  their  carriages ;  the 
fight  was  long  and  obflinate,  and  Parker  had  loft  the  beft  part  of  his  men,  when  Cap- 
tain Fugars  and  Captain  Loriman,  who   commanded  the  pinnaces,  hearing  the  noife, 
came  timely  to  his  relief,  with  one   hundred  and   twenty   men.     This  alhftance  foon 
turned  the  fcale,  and  the  Spaniards  began  to  think  of  fecuring  themfelves  by  flight ; 
a  good   number  of  them  got  into  the  King's  houfe,  which  they  defended  very  re- 
folutely  for  four  or  five  hours;    but  at  length  the  Englifli  became  mafters  of  that, 
as  well  as  of  the  whole  town.      They  found  but  ten  thoufand  ducats  in  the  trea- 
fury, though   there  were  often  fix  millions  in  it ;    and  if  they  had  been  feven  days 
fooner  they  would  have  found  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  which  had  been 
embarked  in  two  frigates  for  Carthagena. 

The  fpoil  of  the  town,  which  in  money,  plate,  and  merchandize  was  confiderable, 
was  by  Captain  Parker  given  to  the  foldiers.  But  two  frigates,  which  he  took  far- 
ther up  the  river,  he  carried  away  with  him  ;  after  having  kept  poflTefllon  of  the 
town  two  days.  Captain  Parker  generoufly  fpared  it  with  its  churches,  buildings, 
and  forts  from  burning ;  and  releafed  the  prifoners,  among  whom  were  Don  Pedro 
Melandez,  the  governor,  the  King's  fecretary,  and  feveral  perfons  of  quality,  with- 
out ranfom ;  fatisfied  with  the  honour  of  having  taken  with  a  handful  of  men,  in 
fo  little  time,  and  with  fo  inconfiderable  a  lofs,  one  of  the  fineft  towns  the  King 
of  Spain  had  in  the  Weft  Indies.  His  reafon  for  this  was  to  give  the  Spaniards 
an  example  of  civil  and  generous  deportment  towards  their  enemies  ;  and  the  go- 
vernor he  releafed,  becaufe  he  had  fought  fo  bravely,  having  received  eleven  wounds 
ill  the  adion. 

The  town  had  at  this  time  two  churches,  fix  or  feven  fine  ftreets,  three  fmall 
forts  on  one  fide,  befides  the  great  caftle  of  St.  Philip ;  all  which  they  might  have 
demoliflied,  and  have  left  the  whole  a  heap  of  ruins.  During  their  ftay  in  the  town 
they  had  not  the  leaft  difturbance  from  any  forces  of  the  Spaniards,  nor  any  alarm 
given ;  only  as  they  were  failing  away  the  enemy  began  to  appear,  but  it  was  only 
to  exchange  a  few  bullets,  and  to  take  leave  of  each  other  from  the  mouths  of  their 
great  guns.  Thus  Captain  Parker  returned  fafely  home  with  much  honour,  and 
not  without  reafonabie  profit ;  and  not  only  our  own,  but  Spanifli  writers  fpeak 
of  his  expedition  in  very  honourable  terms. 

The  next  year  fome  of  the  Virginia  company  refolved  to  fit  out  a  vefl"el  for  that 
country,  and  accordingly  made  choice  of  Captain  Bartholomew  Gofnold  for  their 
commander,  who  had  been  formerly  there.  He  failed  from  Falmouth  on  the  26th 
of  March  1602,  in  a  fmall  velfel,  and  no  more  than  thirty-two  perfons  on  board,  of 
whom  it  was  propofed  that  twelve  ftiould  ftay  behind  and  form  a  fettlement,  in  cafe 
he  fliould  meet  with  any  place  which  he  fliould  judge  convenient  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  This  Captain  Gofnold  was  an  excellent  mariner,  and  therefore  he  did  not  go 
the  former  courfe,  but  a  much  fliorter  one ;  and  on  the  i  ith  of  May  he  arrived 
in  the  latitude  of  forty-two  degrees  and  fome  few  minutes,  among  the  iflands,  forming 
the  north  fide  of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  in  New  England  ;  where,  not  finding  the  conve- 
niencies  he  defired,  he  fet  fail  again  ;  and  when  he  thought   he  had  got  clear  of  the 
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land,  he  fell  upon  the  bay  of  Cod,  now  part  of  New  ELngland.  He  went  afliore  on 
a  fmall  uninhabited  ifland,  which  he  called  Ehzabeth  Ifland,  and  on  another  ifland, 
which  he  named  Martha'vS  Vineyard,  where  the  natives  had  left  fome  marks  of 
their  habitations.  Here  fome  of  his  company  fowed  Englifh  corn,  and  faw  it  come 
up  very  kindly  ;  he  built  a  little  fort  for  his,  and  his  mens',  fecurity,  and  traded  from 
thence  with  the  favages,  to  whom  Europeans  were  no  ftrangers ;  for  the  commander 
of  the  firft  body  of  them  that  came  to  trade  was  drefled  with  waiftcoat,  breeches,  ftoes, 
{lockings,  hat,  and  all  accoutrements  befitting  an  Englifhman  ;  but  his  attendance  had 
only  deer-lkins  about  their  fhoulders,  and  feal-ikins  about  their  waifls ;  their  hair  was 
very  long,  and  tied  up  with  a  knot  behind  ;  they  were  painted  all  over,  but  their  na- 
tural fwarthy  colour  was  eafy  enough  to  be  difcerned. 

On  the  north-weft  fide  of  Elizabeth's  Ifland  the  captain  found  a  lake  of  frefh  water, 
about  a  league  in  circumference,  and  very  near  the  fea ;  in  the  midft  of  which  was  an- 
other little  ifland  of  about  an  acre  of  ground  ;  and  this  they  pitched  upon  as  the  moft 
commodious  place  for  building  their  fort  above-mentioned,  and  they  begun  it  accord- 
ingly. About  this  lake  they  found  an  infinite  number  of  tortoifes,  with  feveral  forts 
of  fifli  and  fowl ;  fo  that  thofe  who  propofed  to  fettle  there  had  a  fair  profpeft  of  hav- 
ing provifions  enough.  They  vifited  the  main  land  adjoining  to  this  ifland,  which  they 
found,  in  all  refpefts,  as  charming  as  meadows,  groves,  brooks,  and  rivers  could  make 
it.  They  had  fome  communication  with  the  Indians  of  the  main  land,  who  came  and 
bartered  with  them  for  fome  of  their  European  rarities,  and  there  was  nothing  hardly 
but  what  was  fo  to  thefe  people.  The  commodities  they  gave  in  exchange  for  knives 
and  other  toys,  were  beavers,  lucains,  martens,  otters,  foxes,  conies,  feals,  deer,  and 
fkins.  The  affairs  of  this  plantation  might  have  gone  on  very  well,  had  all  the 
planters  been  unanimous  and  eafy  in  their  fettlement  here ;  but  they  were  intent  upon 
their  private  interefts,  and  contrived  to  make  only  a  profitable  voyage.  The  captain 
laboured  againft  it,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  fo  having  gotten  a  large  cargo  of  faflTafras, 
cedar-wood,  furs,  and  other  good  commodities,  they  fet  fail  for  England.  They  left 
their  httle  fort  on  the  i8th  of  June,  and  they  arrived  at  Plymouth  the  23d  day  of  July 
following,  A.  D.  1 602. 

What  the  confequences  were  of  this  voyage  and  difcovery  will  appear  in  the  next 
chapter ;  and  therefore  we  fhall  pafs  on  to  the  laft  voyage,  which  we  are  concerned  to 
take  notice  of  here ;  and  that  was  made  in  the  fame  year  1602,  by  one  Captain  Mace 
of  Weymouth,  fitted  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  and  as  the  lliort  account  we  have 
remaining  ferves  to  correft  all  that  has  been  faid  by  different  authors  upon  this  fub- 
jeft ;  and  does  a  very  fingular  piece  of  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Walter,  who 
might  feem  to  have  abandoned  thofe  who  went  upon  his  faith  to  fettle  in  Virginia  ;  I 
have  judged  it  both  reafonable  and  requifite  to  infert  the  whole  paper  here,  with  this 
farther  obfervation,  that  Mr.  Richard  Hackiuit  received,  as  he  acknowledges,  great 
affiftaiices  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  compiling  his  excellent  colledion,  and  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Hackiuit  falling,  upon  his  death,  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Pur- 
chas,  he  made  fuch  ufe  of  them  as  he  thought  fit,  having  by  no  njieans  a  capacity 
adequate  to  his  undertaking ;  and  from  his  fourth  volume,  page  1653,  we  tranfcribe 
the  account  before  mentioned,  which  feems  to  be  no  more  than  a  memorandum  from 
a  larger  relation  of  the  voyage  to  which  it  refers  ;  and  which,  if  it  had  been  given  us 
at  length  in  the  manner  that  fuch  things  were  given  by  Mr.  Hackiuit,  would  very  pro- 
bably have  furniflted  us  with  other  curious  particulars.     As  it  is,  thus  it  runs  : 
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A  brief  Note  of  the  fending  another  Bark  this  prefent  7'ear  1602,  by  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, for  the  fearching  out  of  his  Colony  in  Virginia. 

"  Samuel  Mace  of  Weymouth,  a  very  fufficient  mariner,  an  honefl,  fober  man,  who 
had  been  at  Virginia  twice  before,  was  employed  thither  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
to  find  thefe  people  which  were  left  there  in  the  year  1587  ;  to  whofe  fuccour  he  hath 
fent  five  different  times  at  his  own  charges.  The  parties  by  him  fet  forth  performed 
nothing,  fome  of  them  following  their  ov.n  profit  elfewhere,  others  returning  with  fri- 
volous allegations  ;  at  this  lafl:  time,  to  avoid  all  excufe,  he  bought  a  bark,  •and  hired 
all  the  company  for  wages  by  the  month,  who  departed  from  Weymouth  in  March 
1602,  fell  forty  leagues  from  the  fouth-weffward  of  Hateralke,  in  34  degrees,  or  there- 
abouts ;  and  having  there  fpent  a  month,  when  they  fhould  have  come  along  the  coaft 
to  feek  the  people,  they  did  it  not,  pretending  the  extremity  of  weather,  and  lofs  of 
fome  principal  ground-tackle,  forced  and  feared  them  from  feeking  the  port  of  Ha- 
teraflce,  to  which  they  were  fent.  From  that  place  where  they  abode,  they  brought 
faffafras,  radix  (Ihina,  or  the  China  root,  benjamin,  cafiia  lignea,  and  the  bark  of  a 
Idnd  of  a  tree  more  ftrong  than  any  fpice  as  yet  known,  with  divers  other  commodities, 
which  hereafter,  in  a  large  difcourfe,  may  come  to  light." 

1 7.  It  may  be  very  natural  for  the  reader  to  think  that  I  ought  to  have  changed 
the  order  of  the  two  lafl  pai-agraphs,  and  that  I  fliould  have  concluded  my  account  of 
the  voyages  to  America,  before  I  had  drawn  up  a  general  view  of  fuch  naval  tranf- 
adions  as  happened  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  but  I  dare  affure  him  that  I 
confidered  this  attentively,  and  that  I  quitted  what  I  faw  was  the  regular  method,  in 
order  to  obtain  what  appeare  to  me  to  be  the  great  end  of  method,  clearnefs,  and  being 
perfectly  underftood.  By  drawing  together  the  naval  tranfactions  in  the  time  of  this 
famous  Oueen,  I  have  fhewn  how  Ihe  was  occupied  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  government,  fo  as  not  to  have  it  in  her  power  to  attend  to  the  effablifhment  of 
colonies,  which  are  a  work  of  time,  of  leifure,  and  of  recollection.  But  what  the 
nature  and  circumftances  of  her  adminiflration  would  allow  her  to  do  for  trade,  fhe 
moft  certainly  did ;  and  that  fhe  did  it  by  fits  and  ftarts,  was  owing  not  to  any  fault 
in  her  or  in  her  miniflers,  but  to  the  faults  of  the  times,  which  did  not  permit  her 
to  do  it  otherwife.  This,  as  I  have  difpofed  the  thing,  will,  to  the  reader,  appear  at 
firft  fight  to  be  the  truth,  becaufe  he  will  fee  that  in  the  latter  part  of  her  reign  the 
defire  of  planting  revived,  and  in  the  courfe  of  it  all  the  different  parts  of  America, 
fome  from  one  motive,  and  fome  from  another,  were  vifited  and  difcovered. 

This  I  take  to  be  the  true  flate  of  the  matter ;  for  though  there  are  many  wri- 
ters, who,  in  their  general  characters  of  that  Oueen,  have  afcribed  to  her  the  beginning 
of  our  plantations,  yet  undoubtedly  they  were  therein  either  miftaken  themfelves,  or 
delivered  their  femiments  in  fuch  a  manner  as  occafioned  their  being  miftaken  by 
others.  l"he  glories  of  that  period  of  time  are  fo  many,  and  fo  great,  that  they 
need  no  falfe  colours  to  heighten  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  leffened  thereby  : 
for  w  hen,  upon  enquiry,  it  is  found  that  part  of  them  are  mifreprcfented,  it  naturally 
leads  people  to  doubt  of  the  rell ;  and,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  fo  here,  flattery  debafes 
what  it  meant  to  exalt,  and  really  leffens  what  it  feems  to  extol.  The  bufinefs  of 
planting  is  indeed  highly  advantageous ;  and  1  believe  it  will  appear  from  the-  follow- 
ing chapters,  that  no  nation  has  gained  more  by  it  than  our  own  ;  but  then  it  is  the 
bufineis  of  peaceable  and  fettled  times,  when  nations  grow  full,   and  difcharges  of 

t  o  people 
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people  become  neceflary,  which  was  not  furely  the  cafe  under  this  great  Princefs. 
The  great  and  real  excellency  of  her  adminiflration  confided  in  this,  that  fhe  always, 
and  in  all  things,  confulted  the  good  of  her  people ;  and  the  wifdom  of  her  miniflers 
is  vifible  chiefly  from  hence,  that  they  did  not  obftinately  purfue  good  things  in  feafon 
and  out  of  feafon,  but  chofe,  as  the  circumfl:ances  of  things  direfted,  to  do  the  befl 
for  the  nation  that  their  fituation  would  allow.  It  was  the  opinion  of  feveral  great 
men  in  her  time,  and  upon  their  authority  it  has  grown  to  be  a  received  and  fettled 
notion  fmce,  that  the  Queen  went  rather  too  far  into  the  Spanifh  war,  and  that  her 
fubjeds  would  have  been  greater  gainers,  if  flie  had  either  avoided  that  war  entirely, 
or  if  fhe  had  ended  it  fooner,  which  perhaps  might  be  true. 

But  after  confidering,  as  maturely  as  it  is  poflible  for  me  to  do,  all  that  has  been 
faid  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton  and  other  able  writers  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  Queen  aded  upon  right  principles,  and  that  fhe  began  and  con- 
tinued the  war  with  no  other  view  than  the  good  of  her  people.  I  am  at  the  fame 
time,  however,  perfuaded  that  fhe  extended  her  views  in  this  refpeO:,  very  far  beyond 
her  own  times,  and  that  fhe  was  fenfible  enough  fhe  might  have  ended  the  contefl:  with 
Spain  earlier,  and  with  a  profpefl:  of  much  mere  quiet  to  herfelf,  than  to  her  dying 
day  fhe  enjoyed.  But  this  was  not  the  difpofition  of  Elizabeth ;  if  it  had,  the  whole 
turn  of  her  condufl  would  have  differed  widely  from  what  it  was ;  and  fhe  facrificed 
willingly  and  knowingly  the  tranquillity  of  her  own  government,  to  fix  the  welfare  of 
her  fubjefts  upon  a  folid  foundation.  In  this  confifled  the  flrength  of  her  mind  and 
the  greatnefs  of  her  genius ;  whoever  confiders  her  in  another  light  will  miltake  her 
charafter.  She  faw  plainly,  that  extenfive  trade  and  fuperior  naval  force  were  things 
neceffary  to  the  felicity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  ;  but  fhe  faw  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  was  impofTible  thefe  fhould  be  attained,  if  the  power  of  Spain  was  not  deflroyed. 
This  therefore  became  her  fettled  point,  which,  once  gained,  flie  knew  the  other  muft 
follow,  and  therefore  from  this  fhe  never  departed ;  flie  was  very  fenfible  that  if  the 
Spanifh  power  was  once  removed,  the  trade  and  naval  force  of  this  nation  would  have 
room  enough  to  grow  and  profper,  and  therefore  flie  refolved  to  renvove  it :  fhe  could 
not  but  know  that  this  would  prove  a  work  of  great  difficulty  ;  that  it  would  expofe 
her  to  a  long  and  expenfive  war  abroad,  and,  which  was  worfe  ftill,  to  many  commo- 
tions, plots,  and  confpiracies  at  home ;  but  that  did  not  at  all  move  her  ;  fhe  was  bent 
upon  doing  what  the  fafety  and  well-being  of  the  nation  required ;  and  though  fhe 
could  not  but  forefee  that  the  advantages  fhe  laboured  to  procure  mufl  belong  rather 
to  poflerity,  than  to  the  people  fhe  governed,  yet  fhe  refolved  to  hazard  all  things  to 
procure  them. 

This  was  her  fyflem,  vafl  and  extenfive  in  itfelf,  big  with  diiBculties  and  dangers, 
extremely  liable  to  be  mifunderftood,  mifinterpreted,  and  mifreprefented ;  full  of  un- 
certainties, and  requiring  a  great  length  of  time,  and  a  conftant  feries  of  labours,  to 
accomplifh  it.  If  it  had  been  pofTible  to  have  fet  fuch  a  fcheme  as  this  before  the 
eyes  of  a  monarch  of  ordinary  qualities  and  virtues,  it  would,  without  doubt,  have 
raifed  aftonifhment  and  terror ;  but  to  a  mind  like  her's,  capable  of  looking  through 
the  mifl:  of  prefent  events,  and  difcerning  the  face  of  things  beyond  them  ;  though  few 
obftacles  were  hid,  yet  none  feemed  unfurmountable  ;  the  toil  was  great,  the  journey 
long,  the  road  extremely  rough,  and  it  was  impolfible  for  her  to  know  how  far  fhe 
fhould  Be  able  to  proceed  ;  but,  however,  fhe  thought  it  neceflary  to  fet  forward,  and 
though  for  a  time  things  grew  worfe  and  worfe,  yet  fhe  knew  that  by  perfifling  they 
mufl  grow  better  and  better.  This  refolution,  this  conftancy,  this  magnanimity,  car- 
ried 
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ried  her  through  all,  and  (he  had  the  great  comfort  of  feeing  before  fhe  died  all  the 
great  ends  accomplifhed,  which,  in  the  dawning  of  her  government,  her  admirable  un- 
derftanding  had  prcfented  to  her  view  ;  and,  like  the  fun,  flie  fet  when  ihe  had  accom- 
plifhed that  round  propofed  at  her  rifing. 

We  are  told  of  Auguftus,  that  he  boaftcd  of  leaving  Rome  built  with  ftone, 
whereas  he  found  it  of  wood  only.  Queen  Elizabeth  might  have  boafled  of  much 
greater  things,  and  with  much  greater  truth  ;  for  flie  did  not  rife  to  empire  through 
blood  and  ufurpation,  but  came  to  it  by  fucceffion,  and  with  the  acclamations  of  all  her 
people  :  acclamations  that  were  fure  omens  of  fucccfs  ;  for  without  doubt  there  never 
was  a  kingdom  in  a  lower,  meaner,  and  more  dejeOied  Hate  than  this ;  when  the  crown 
was  placed  upon  her  brow,  and  her  fubjeds  could  not  have  either  joy  or  hopes,  but 
what  arofe  from  feeing  it  fixed  there.  She  chofe  tor  her  motto,  fcmper  eadem  ;  that  is, 
always  the  fame  ;  and  I  hope  I  have  fliewn  wliat  flie  meant  by  it.  Her  conduft  is  the 
eveneft  that  we  meet  with  in  hiltory  ;  flie  met  with  many  difficulties,  but  flie  created 
none ;  flie  experienced  misfortunes,  but  they  were  trials  and  not  punifliments  ;  flie  met 
with  much  profperity,  but  all  vifibly  derived  to  her  by  the  blefllng  of  God  upon  her 
wife  endeavours. 

We  \vill  fupport  a  few  of  thefe  particulars  by  fatts.  She  found  fcarce  any  navy ; 
flie  left  a  great  one.  She  found  the  government  much  in  debt,  and  though  poffibly 
her  power  might  have  borne  her  out,  if  flie  had  expunged  it ;  yet  flie  paid  it,  even  to 
the  penfions  granted  by  her  father,  to  thofe  who  were  excluded  from  their  monafl:eries. 
She  found  her  people  poor  and  herfelf  neceflitous ;  yet  flie  fpared  them  till  they  grew 
rich  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  grew  rich  herfelf,  by  managing  frugally  a  very  fmall  re- 
venue ;  for  at  the  time  flie  entered  into  the  war  with  Spain  flie  had  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  in  her  coffers.  She  fpent  above  two  millions  in  the  war.  She  lent 
the  fliates  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  different  times,  and  half  that  fum  to  the 
French  King,  and  yet  flie  did  not  raife  quite  three  millions  upon  her  fubjecls.  She 
faw  the  inhabitants  of  her  capital  city  doubled  in  her  life-time,  as  appears  from  the 
computations,  publiflied  by  Sir  William  Petty.  She  found  the  cufl:onis  producing  no 
more  than  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds  per  annum ;  flie  left  them  worth  more  than 
double  that  fum,  without  heightening  of  duties.  At  the  time  of  her  acceflion  there 
were  fcarce  any  Englifli  merchants  in  England  •,  but  before  her  death  there  were  con- 
fiderable  traders  in  every  port  of  England.  It  is  very  true,  that  at  the  death  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  our  commerce  was  very  trifling,  to  what  it  is ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  certain, 
that  if  flie  had  not  lived,  our  commerce  would  have  fallen  very  far  fliort  of  what  we 
iind  it. 

The  next  chapter  will  fully  fliew  that  our  great  improvements  were  made  in  the 
two  fucceeding  reigns ;  but,  in  this,  we  have  made  it  evident,  that  no  fuch  improve- 
ments could  have  been  made  if  this  reign  had  not  gone  before  them.  It  was  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  time  that  the  foundation  of  Englifli  commerce  was  laid,  though  the  fuper- 
{tructure  was  raifed  in  the  days  of  King  James  and  King  Charles.  It  was  under  her 
that  our  fliips  vifited  all  parts  of  the  known  world.  It  was  flie  that  proteCled  the 
Ruflia  company ;  one  of  the  mod  ufeful  ever  formed  in  this  nation,  and  beyond  com- 
parifon  the  befl:  conftituted.  She  founded  the  company  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
and,  in  a  word,  flie  encouraged  every  branch  of  trade  that  had  been  opened  before  her 
time,  projefted  many,  and  made  way  for  all.  The  room  I  had  was  much  too  little, 
to  afford  a  jufl:  account  of  all  that  we  owe  in  this  refpeft  to  her  memory,  but  I  have 
made  the  befl;  ufe  of  it  I  could,  and  am  only  forry  that  I  could  not  make  a  better. 

If 
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If  what  I  have  done  expreffes  my  fenfe  of  the  advantages  derived  to  us,  and  which 
will  defcend  to  our  pofterity,  from  what  fhe  and  her  miniflers,  who  were  truly  fuch  ; 
I  mean  the  inft-ruments,  and  not  the  direftors  of  their  miftrefs,  did,  it  will  afford  me 
great  fatisfaftion ;  for  to  praife  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  judgment,  is  a  charatler  fuffi- 
cient  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  the  niofl  afpiring  author,  and  to  have  attempted  it  is 
fhe  greatefl  merit  I  fhall  have  to  plead. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER     II. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  DISCOVERIES,  SETTLEMENTS,  AND  OTHER  TRANS- 
ACTIONS, OF  THE  ENGLISH  NATION  IN  AMERICA, 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  KING  JAMES  I.  TO  THE  RESTORATION. 

r.  A  fuccinB  View  of  the  State  of  Affairs  at  the  Accejfon  of  King  James;  the  Voyages 
of  Captain  Martin  Fringe,  and  of  Captain  Gilbert,  to  Virginia,  and  the  Confe- 
quences  of  their  Difeoveries.  —  2.  The  Earl  of  Southampton,  and  Lord  Arundel 
of  Wardour,  fend  Captain  Weymouth  thither ;  his  profperous  Voyage,  and  the  Patent 
granted  by  the  King  for  ereding  two  Virginia  Companies.  —  3.  The  London  Compafiy 
fit  out  Captain  Chrijlopher  Newport  with  a  fmall  Squadron,  who  fettles  a  Colony  at 
James  Town  in  Virginia,  in  1607,  and  the  various  unlucky  Accidents  that  befel  this 
Colony.  —  4.  They  defcrt  James  Town,  embark  for  England,  and  are  met  at  the  Mouth 
of  Chef  apeak  Bay  by  Thomas  Wefl,  Lord,  de  la  War,  who  carries  them  back,  re  fettles 
them,  and  effedually  fecures  this  valuable  Country  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

—  ^.  A  fhort  Defcription  of  this  Colony,  fhewing  its  feveral  Advantages,  the  Nature 
of  its  Trade,  and  its  great  Confequence  to  this  Nation.  —  6.  The  frfi  Attempts  of 
the  fecond,  or  North  Virginia  Company,  to  fettle  within  the  Bounds  of  their  Grayit,  and  the 
Difficulties  and  Difcouragements  they  viet  with  in  thofe  Atteinpts.  —  7.  The  Colony  is  at 
lafl  fettled,  under  the  Diredion  of  the  famous  Captain  Smith,  and  the  Country  named 
by  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  /.)  Nezu  England.  —  8.  A  fuccin6l  Account  of 
the  TranfaElions  in  this  Colony,  from  its  Eftablijhment  to  the  Refioration.  —  9.  The 
Situation,  Climate,  Soil,  Produce  and  Trade  of  New  England,  briefly  reprefented,  and 
the  Importance  of  this  Colony  fet  in  a  true  Light.  —  i  o.  The  Difcovery  and  firfi 
Settlement  of  the  Bermudas,  or  Surnmer  IJlands,  with  fome  Account  of  them  before  they 
came  into  our  Poffcffion.  —  11.  A  fhort  Defcription  of  thofe  Iflands,  with  an  Account 
of  their  Commodities,  and  their  Trade  to  England  and  to  the  Plantations. —  12.  The 
Difcovery  of  Hudfon^s  Bay,  and  the  Countries  in  America,  to  which  the  Names  of  New 
North  Wales,  and  New  South  Wales,  were  given  by  the  firfl  Difcoverers.  —  13.  The 
Recovery  of  Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Hifiory  of  this  Country  within  this 
Period,  wherein  is  demonflrated  our  clear  and  indubitable  Right  to  the  Iffand  of 
Cape  Breton.  —  14.  The  feveral  Voyages  to  Guiana,  down  to  the  Death  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  after  his  lafl  Expedition  thither,  and  an  Account  of  our  Settlement  at  Surinam.- 

—  IS-  A  fhort  Account  of  the  firft  planting  the  rich  and  fruitful  Iffand  of  Barbadoes. 

—  16.  The  Hifiory  of  this  advantageous  Settlement,  down  to  the  Refioration. — 17.  The 
Situation,  Climate,  Soil,  Produce,  and  incredible  Advantages  that  have  accrued  to 
Great  Britain  from  this  Colony,  which  is  proved  to  be  the  befl  in  the  World. —  18.  The 
Difcovery,  Conquejl,   and  Settlement   of  St.  Chrijlopher' s,  Nevis  or  Mevis,   Mont- 

ferrat,  Iffc.  —  1 9.  The  Grant  of  the  Province  of  Maryland  to  the  Lord  Baltimore, 
and  the  Settlement  of  that  Country,  with  other  Particulars  relating  to  it  within  the 
Compafs  of  this  Period. — 20.  The  Expedition  by  the  Diredion  of  the  ProteSlor  Crom- 
well, for  the  taking  Hifpaniola  from  the  Spaniards,  with  the  true  Caufes  of  its  Mif- 
carriage. —  21.  The  Hijlory  of  the  Conquefl  and  Settlement  of  the  mofl  noble  and  mo  ft: 
mporta?it  If] and  of  Jamaica. —  22.  A  ffort  Defcription  of  the  {/land,  a  View  of  the- 
VOL.  XII.  G    G  vcifi 


226  DISCOVERIES   AND    SETTLEMENTS 

vajl  Profits  derived  to  Great  Britain  from  the  Pojfeffion  of  it,  and  other  Pariicidars. 
—  23.  The  Conclufion  of  the  Chapter,  with  fome  Remarks  and  Obfervations  on  the 
principal  Events  mentioned  therein. 

I.  AT  the  time  of  King  James's  Acceffion  to  the  Englifli  throne,  there  were  the 
Xjl  faireft  opportunities  offered  for  extending  and  fecuring  the  commerce  of  this 
ifland  that  could  be  wifhed  ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  be  furprized  at  finding  fuch 
vaft  improvements  made,  and  fuch  mighty  advantages  gained  to  this  nation,  under  a 
government  that  has  not  hitherto  been  reprefented  in  the  faireft  lights  to  the  people. 
We  muft,  however,  obferve,  that  the  peaceable  temper  of  King  James  was  of  great  ufe 
to  the  trading  part  of  his  fubje£ls  ;  for  the  power  of  Queen  Elizabeth  had  railed  fuch 
a  veneration  in  fome,  and  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  others,  that  there  was  fcarce  any 
nation  which  did  not  willingly  embrace  the  friendfhip  of  King  James,  and  offer  him 
whatever  terms  could  be  thought  mod  fuitable  to  the  commercial  views  of  his  fub- 
jefts ;  which  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  Englifh  at  that  time,  who  began  to  enter- 
tain very  true  notions  of  trade  ;  to  fee  its  importance  above  all  things,  and  to  wifli  for 
the  means  of  promoting  and  extending  it  on  all  fides,  to  which  they  began  to  think  a 
peace  with  Spain  would  not  a  little  contribute.  At  the  time  of  the  Queen's  deceafe 
there  was  a  fleet  preparing  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Monfon,  intended  for 
the  Spanifh  coaft  ;  for  it  was  a  wife  and  juft  policy  in  that  Princefs,  to  keep  the  war  at 
a  diflance  from  her  own  dominions,  to  find  her  enemies  work  enough  at  home,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  diflurbing  any  of  her  territories.  But  upon  the  acceffion  of 
King  James  this  fleet  was  countermanded  ;  and,  it  feems,  not  without  reafon ;  for  the 
archduke,  who  was  then  governor  of  the  Low  Countries,  thought  fit  to  recall  his  let- 
ters of  reprizal,  and  thereby  opened  a  free  trade  between  England  and  Flanders,  a 
thing  highly  fatisfaftory  to  the  merchants,  who  immediately  reaped  the  benefit  of  it. 

There  was  likewife  another  defign  on  foot  at  the  time  of  the  Queen's  demife,  which 
was  the  profecuting  the  difcoveries  and  trade  to  North  America,  in  which  feveral 
gentlemen  and  merchants  of  Briflol  were  concerned,  and  amongft  them  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hackluit,  whom  we  have  fo  often  mentioned  ;  and  who,  having  a  prebend  in  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Briftol,  and  having  a  great  genius  for  promoting  fuch  enterprizes,  was 
fixed  upon  to  apply  in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons  concerned,  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  was  ftill  looked  upon  as  the  proprietor  of  Virginia,  in  order 
to  procure  his  licence  for  this  trade.  Upon  his  application  to  that  worthy  perfon,  they 
received  all  the  encouragement  they  could  defire ;  for  he  not  only  granted  them  a 
licence  under  his  hand  and  feal,  but  alfo  made  over  to  them  all  the  profits  which  fhould 
arife  from  the  voyage. 

After  they  were  thus  impowered,  they  raifed  a  joint  ftock  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  and 
fitted  out  two  fmall  veffels,  the  one  called  the  Speedwell,  commanded  by  Captain  Mat- 
thew Fringe,  of  the  burthen  of  fifty  tons,  with  thirty  men  and  boys ;  the  other  a  bark 
of  twenty-fix  tons,  called  the  Difcoverer,  commanded  by  Mr.  William  Brown,  who 
had  under  him  a  mate,  and  eleven  men  and  boys  befides.  Thefe  veffels  were  victualed 
for  eight  months,  and  had  a  large  cargo  on  board,  confifting  of  all  forts  of  goods  that 
were  thought  proper  for  that  country.  They  failed  from  King's  Road,  near  Briftol, 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1683.  Being  hindered  by  contrary  winds,  they  put  into  Mil- 
ford  Haven,  where  they  continued  till  the  loth  of  April  following,  and  then  continued 
their  voyage.  The  rout  they  took  was  by  the  Azores,  and  they  arrived  without  any 
remarkable  accident  on  the  coaft  of  North  America,  in  the  latitude  of  43  degrees ; 
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and,  after  having  examined  the  coafl,  on  which  they  found  nothing  for  tiicir  piirpofe, 
they  failed  on  fouth-well  in  fcarch  of  that  part  of  the  country  wliere  Capt.  Gofnold 
had  been. 

At  length  they  found,  in  the  latitude  of  41  degrees  and  fome  few  minutes,  a  very 
convenient  bay,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Whitfon's  Bay,  in  honour  of  Mr.  John 
Whitfon,  who  was  then  mayor  of  Briftol.  Here  they  landed,  and  cut  a  good  quantity 
of  faffafras,  and  carried  it  on  board  ;  but,  left  they  fliould  be  furprized  in  the  woods  by 
the  natives  while  they  were  at  work,  they  erefted  a  little  fort  or  redoubt,  wherein  they 
left  their  effefts,  and  four  or  five  men  to  guard  them,  while  the  reft  were  at  work. 
The  natives  came  and  trafficked  with  the  Englifh,  forty  or  fifty  in  a  company,  and 
fometimes  upwards  of  an  hundred,  who  eat  and  drank,  and  were  very  merry  with  our 
adventurers  ;  efpecially  when  they  obferved  a  lad  in  their  company  playing  upon  a 
guitar,  they  would  get  round  about  him,  and,  taking  hands,  dance  twenty  or  thirty  in 
a  ring,  after  the  American  manner. 

Our  feamen  obferved,  that  the  natives  were  more  afraid  of  two  maflifi-dogs  they 
carried  with  them  than  of  twenty  men ;  and  when  they  defigned  to  get  rid  of  their 
company,  they  let  loofe  one  of  thefe  maftiffs ;  whereupon  the  natives  would  fhriek 
out,  and  run  away  to  the  woods.  But  it  is  probable  this  ufage,  and  the  eredting  a 
fortification  in  their  country,  made  the  Indians  at  length  look  upon  the  Englifh  as  their 
enemies :  for  our  adventurers  inform  us,  that  a  party  of  Indians  came  and  furrounded 
their  fort  a  few  days  after,  when  mofl  of  them  were  abfent,  and  would  probably  have 
furprized  it,  if  the  captain  of  the  fhip  had  not  fired  two  guns,  and  alarmed  the  work- 
men in  the  woods,  who  thereupon  returned  to  the  relief  of  the  fort. 

The  Indians  pretended  indeed  they  had  no  hoflile  intentions,  but  our  people  never 
cared  to  truil  them  afterwards  :  and  the  day  before  the  Englifli  embarked,  the  natives 
came  down  again  in  great  numbers,  and  fet  fire  to  the  woods  where  they  had  cut  the 
faffafras ;  which,  it  is  probable,  was  defigned  to  let  the  Englifh  know  they  would  pre- 
ferve  nothing  in  their  country  which  fhould  invite  fuch  guelfs  to  vifit  them  again  ;  for 
no  doubt  the  great  guns  and  fire-arms  had  rendered  the  Englifh  very  terrible  to  them, 
as  well  as  their  dogs.  The  account  thefe  people  gave  of  the  country  and  the  inhabi- 
tants was,  as  might  very  well  be  expeded,  much  the  fame  with  what  had  been  given 
before  by  Captain  Gofnold,  and  thofe  who  had  failed  with  him  into  thofe  parts,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fubjefl.  Amongfl  other  curiofities  they  brought 
back  with  them,  the  mofl  remarkable  was,  one  of  the  boats  ufed  by  the  inhabitants, 
made  of  the  bark  of  a  birch  tree,  fowed  together  with  twig's,  the  feams  covered  with 
rofin  or  turpentine ;  and  though  it  was  feventeen  feet  long,  four  broad,  and  capable 
of  carrying  nine  perfons,  it  did  not  weigh  fixty  pounds.  Thefe  boats  the  inhabitants 
rowed,  or  rather  paddled,  with  two  wooden  inftruments  like  to  our  bakers'  peels,  by 
the  help  of  which  they  went  at  a  great  rate.  About  the  middle  of  June  they  had 
completed  the  freight  of  their  bark,  which  they  fent  home  before  them  into  England. 
After  her  departure,  they  made  all  the  difpatch  they  could  in  loading  their  own  veflel ; 
for  which  they  procured  a  very  valuable  cargo  of  fkins  and  furs,  in  exchange  for  the 
commodities  they  carried.  On  the  9th  of  Augufl  they  quitted  the  coaft  of  Virginia, 
and  failed  for  England,  arriving  in  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  in  five  weeks ;  but  meet- 
ing there  with  contrary  winds,  they  could  not  reach  King's  Road  before  the  2d  of 
Oftober ;  but  they  had  the  fatisfadion  of  finding  that  their  bark  was  fafely  arrived  a 
fortnight  before  them. 

There  was  another  attempt  made  the  fame  year,  upon  the  fame  account,  which, 
however,  did  not  end  fo  fortunately.     ITiis  voyage  was  performed  by  the  Elizabeth 
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of  London,  a  bark  of  fifty  tons,  commanded  by  Captain  Bartholomew  Gilbert,  who 
had  been  the  year  before  at  Virginia  with  Captain  Gofnold.  They  departed  from  Ply- 
mouth the  I  oth  of  May,  and  in  their  paffage  traded  at  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  and  Mevis, 
at  the  latter  of  which  they  cut  about  twenty  tons  of  lignum-vitas.  The  third  of  July 
they  fet  fail  from  thence  for  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  particularly  for  Chefapeak  Bay, 
which  Captain  Gilbert  was  very  defirous  of  failing  to,  that  he  might  make  fome  en- 
quiry after  the  people  near  thofe  parts.  On  the  25th  they  came  near  the  mouth  of 
that  bay. 

But  the  wind  blowing  hard,  with  a  high  fea,  though  they  beat  about  for  two  or 
three  days,  they  could  not  make  it,  and  were  obliged  to  bear  more  to  the  eaftward. 
The  29th,  being  not  far  from  Ihore,  the  captain  with  four  of  his  beft  men  landed  in 
their  boat,  and,  being  provided  with  arms,  marched  fome  way  up  the  country  ;  but 
in  this  march,  being  fet  upon  and  overpowered  by  the  inhabitants,  they  were  all  killed  ; 
and  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  boat,  with  two  young  men  who  were  left  in 
her,  reached  the  fliip  again  to  bring  the  news.  They,  being  now  in  all  but  eleven 
men  and  boys  in  the  Ihip,  were  afraid  to  venture  the  lofs  of  any  more  of  their  fmall 
company  ;  and  their  provifions  growing  ftiort,  the  mafter,  Henry  Sute,  who  had 
taken  the  command,  refolved,  though  they  were  in  extreme  want  of  wood  and 
water,  to  return  homewards,  which  they  did,  and  arrived  in  the  river  of  Thames 
about  the  end  of  September. 

The  peace  being  concluded  with  Spain,  in  1604,  removed  feveral  obftacles  that 
flood  in  the  way  of  the  Britifh  trade ;  and  at  the  fame  time  opened  to  our  fliips  a 
free  accefs  to  many  iflands,  countries  and  ports,  to  which  they  had  not  before  re- 
forted ;  which  occafioned  a  great  increafe  in  our  exportations,  and  gave  much  en- 
couragement to  fuch  as  were  employed  in  the  different  branches  of  the  woollen 
manutafture.  As  the  bufmefs  of  fettling  and  planting  on  the  northern  continent  of 
America,  that  too. was  laid  open,  by  the  attainder  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  hap- 
pened at  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  on  account  of  a  plot,  which  appeared  very  im- 
probable then,  and  with  refped:  to  him  efpecially,  very  ridiculous  ever  fince.  The  re- 
ports made  by  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the  three  laft  voyages  being  very  favour- 
able to  the  country,  and  the  profits  made  by  them  being  very  confiderable,  induced 
feveral  perfons  of  diftinction  to  think  ferioufly  of  promoting  thefe  difcoveries,  infomuch 
that  fome  of  the  nobility  refolved  to  engage  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind. 

2.  Accordingly  Henry  Wriothefly  earl  of  Southampton,  and  Thomas  lord  Arundel, 
of  Wardour,  refolved  to  fit  out  a  fhip  for  this  expedition.  This  vefiel  was  called  the 
Archangel,  and  was  commanded  by  Captain  George  Weymouth,  an  experienced  and 
fkilful  feaman,  who  failed  on  the  lail  day  of  March,  1605,  from  Dartmouth,  and  met 
with  nothing  of  confequence,  till  fuch  time  as  they  judged  themfelves  to  be  very  near 
the  coaft  of  Virginia ;  but  the  winds  carrying  them  to  the  northward,  in  the  latitude  of 
forty-one  degrees,  thirty  minutes,  and  their  wood  and  water  beginning  to  grow  ex- 
tremely fhort,  they  grew  very  defirous  of  feeing  land.  By  their  charts  they  had  reafon 
to  expeft  it,  and  therefore  bore  direftly  in  with  it,  according  to  their  inflrudlions,  yet 
they  found  none  in  a  run  of  almoft  fifty  leagues.  After  much  expedation,  on  the 
i6tli  of  May,  they  obtained  fight  of  an  ifland  of  no  great  confequence,  and  very  woody 
along  the  Ihore  ;  but  by  the  fruits  they  found,  it  appeared  no  barren  nor  del'picable 
fpot,  more  efpecially  as  there  were  ftreams  of  freili  water  running  down  the  cliffs  in 
great  plenty,  vaft  numbers  of  fowls,  and  fidi  enough  all  along  the  fhore.  This  ifland 
is  now  called  Long  ifland,  and  it  was  upon  the  eaflern  parts  of  it  they  fell,  to  their 
great  fatisfattion.     From  hence  they  could  difcern  a  great  many  other  iflands,  and  the 
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miain  land  llretching  from  the  weft-fouth-weft,  to  the  eaft-north-ead.  Several  of  the 
iflands  adjoining  to  the  continent  they  vifited,  and  found  very  full  both  of  timber  and 
fruit-trees,  of  feveral  forts. 

Among  thofe  iflands  they  met  with  a  harbour,  in  which  fhips  of  any  burthen  might 
lie,  defended  from  all  winds,  in  fix  to  ten  fathom  water,  upon  a  tough  clay  ouze. 
This  they  called  Pentecofl:  Harbour,  becaufe  it  was  about  Whitfuntide  they  difcovered 
•it.  The  fir-trees,  which  were  in  great  numbers  on  thefe  iflands,  yielded  an  exceeding 
fweet  turpentine ;  and  the  niufcles  which  they  found  about  the  rocks,  afforded  fmall 
pearl  in  abundance,  and  fome  that  were  large  and  orient  ;  and  the  fliell  of  thefe 
pearls  on  the  infide  refembled  mother-of-pearl ;  but  they  wanted  proper  tackle  to 
dredge  for  them,  and  therefore  could  not  take  any  confiderable  quantity.  1'he  na- 
tives from  the  continent  came  oft  in  their  canoes  to  trade  with  them  while  they  lay  in 
this  excellent  harbour,  their  commerce  being  much  the  fame  as  in  former  voyages, 
all  forts  of  fkins  and  furs  in  exchange  for  Icnives,  beads,  and  fuch  like  trifles :  and 
fo  good  chapmen  were  they  at  that  time,  that  they  would  give  the  value  of  ten  or 
twelve  pounds  in  their  goods,  for  five  fliillings-worth  of  Englilh  iron  ware.  We  fhall 
not  enlarge  on  the  manners,  habits  and  cuftoms,  &c.  of  the  natives,  which  were  the 
fame  we  have  already  feen.  Their  bows,  arrows,  and  canoes,  had  nothing  in  them 
but  what  was  common  among  other  favagcs.  Their  tobacco-pipes  were  fometimes 
made  of  clay,  and  fometimes  the  claw  of  a  lobfter  only,  but  always  of  a  capacity  to 
hold  as  much  as  ten  or  twelve  of  ours. 

They  grew  pretty  familiar  with  thofe  people,  but  found,  as  others  had  done,  that, 
amidfl:  all  their  fpecious  fliows  of  friendfhip,  they  were  very  treacherous,  and  fought 
every  opportunity  of  betraying  them.  Of  this  they  had  one  very  evident  prootf ; 
when  thofe  lavages,  having  invited  them  on  fliore  to  traffic,  had  very  near  drawn  them 
into  an  ambufli  of  near  three  hundred  men,  ai-med  after  their  manner,  with  bows 
.and  arrows ;  but  they  difcovered  their  treachery  in  time,  and  efcaped  the  fnare. 
But  the  mofl;  extraordinary  difcovery  made  in  this  voyage  was  that  of  a  river,  efteemed 
by  thofe  who  found  it  the  moft  beautiful  in  America.  They  went  up  it  with  their 
fliips  feveral  leagues,  and  gave  this  account  of  it ;  that  as  it  runs  up  the  main,  it  keeps 
a  good  breadth  for  forty  miles  together,  in  moft  places  a  mile,  in  fome  three  quarters, 
but  never  lefs  than  half  a  mile :  it  flows  fixteen  or  eighteen  feet ;  at  low  water  it  is 
from  fix  to  ten  fathom  deep  ;  it  has  abundance  of  harbours  for  fliips  of  all  bur- 
thens, and  will  fecure  them  better  from  wind  and  weather  than  any  known  in 
Europe,  On  both  fides  there  are,  at  a  fmall  diftance  one  from  another,  many  fine 
coves,  fome  of  them  capable  of  containing  more  than  an  hundred  fail,  where  the 
(ground  is  foft  ouze,  with  a  tough  clay  underneath  for  anchor-hold.  Nature  alfo  has 
jnade  feveral  convenient  places,  like  docks  to  grave  and  careen  fliips  of  all  bur- 
thens, and  fecure  them  from  all  winds  ;  the  neighbouring  land  trends  along  on 
both  fides  in  a  fniooth  line,  and,  inftead  of  rocks  and  cliffs,  is  bordered  with  green 
grafs,  and  tall  trees  of  different  forts.  After  they  had  remained  here  about  fix 
weeks,  and  during  all  that  time  carried  on  a  very  profitable  trade  with  the  natives, 
they  thought  of  returning  to  England  ;  with  which  view  they  hoifted  fail  June  the 
1 6th,  and  arrived  that  day   month   in  fight   of  the  Land's-end   of  England. 

This  profperous  voyage  induced  many  perfoiis  of  high  rank,  and  many  more  of 
great  fortune,  to  defire  to  fee  this  new  trade  thoroughly  eftabliflied,  who  applied 
to  the  crown  for  fuch  legal  authorides  as  were  neceffary  ;  which  defire  of  their's  was 
very  foon  complied  with,  and  two  companies  formed  for  fetthng  this  large  traft  of 
iand,  which  for  the  prefent  was  divided  into  North  and  South  Virginia,  and  were  fo 
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ftiled  many  years  after.  It  was  to  this  intent  King  James,  by  his  letters  patents  dated 
the  10th  of  April,  1606,  reciting  that  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George  Summers, 
knights,  and  Richard  Hackluit,  clerk,  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  Edward  Maria 
Wingfield,  Thomas  Hanham,  and  Raleigh  Gilbert,  efquires,  William  Parker,  and 
George  Popham,  gentlemen,  and  divers  others  his  loving  fubjefts,  had  petitioned 
him  for  leave  to  fend  colonies  to  Virginia,  and  fuch  other  parts  of  America  as 
either  appertained  to  his  crown,  or  which  were  not  aftually  poffefled  by  any  other 
Chriftian  prince  or  people,  and  lying  between  thirty-four  and  forty-five  degrees  of 
northern  latitude,  and  within  an  hundred  miles  of  the  fea-coaft  :  and  for  the  fpeedy 
accomplifhment  of  the  faid  plantation,  intended  to  divide  themfelves  into  two  feveral 
companies,  the  one  confilting  of  the  adventurers  of  the  city  of  London,  who  were 
defirous  to  fix  themfelves  between  thirty-four  and  forty-one  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude ;  and  the  other  confi  fling  of  the  adventurers  of  the  cities  of  Briftol  and  Ex- 
eter, and  the  town  of  Plymouth,  who  were  defirous  to  fettle  between  thirty-eight 
and  forty-five  degrees  on  the  coaft  of  Virginia  in  America.  His  Majefly,  in  order 
to  promote  fo  noble  a  work,  which  might  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  by  propa- 
gating the  Chriftian  religion  among  the  infidels  and  favages,  and  bring  them  to 
humanity  and  civility,  did  gracioufly  accept  their  petition,  and  for  himfelf,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  did  grant  and  agree,  that  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George 
Summers,  Richard  Hackluit,  and  Edward  Maria  Wingfield,  adventurers  of  the  city 
of  London,  and  all  others  that  fliould  aflbciate  with  them,  fhould  be  called  the 
firfl  colony,  and  might  begin  their  firfl  plantation  at  any  place  upon  the  faid 
coaft  of  Virginia,  or  America  where  they  Ihould  think  fit,  between  thirty-four 
and  forty-one  degrees  of  latitude ;  and  fhould  have  all  the  lands,  woods,  rivers, 
ports,  filhing,  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  to  the  fame  belonging  and  appertain- 
ing, from  the  firft  feat  of  their  plantation,  for  fifty  miles  either  way  along  the 
coaft,  north  and  fouth,  and  an  hundred  miles  to  the  weftward,  within  land,  with 
all  the  iflands  over  againft  the  faid  coaft  for  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  miles  at  fea ; 
with  all  the  lands,  ports,  rivers,  harbours,  fifhings,  and  mines  thereunto  belonging 
or  appertaining  ;  and  liberty  to  plant,  build  and  fortify  therein ;  and  that  no  other 
fubjefts  of  this  crown  fhould  be  permitted  to  fettle  themfelves  in  the  lands  to  the 
weftward  of  this  colony  without  their  leave.  And  his  Majefty  did  grant  to  the 
aforefaid  Thomas  Hanham,  Raleigh  Gilbert,  William  Parker,  and  George  Popham, 
of  the  cities  of  Briftol  and  Exeter,  and  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  all  others  that  fliould  affociate  with  them,  that  they  fhould  be  called 
the  fecond  colony,  and  might  begin  their  firft  plantation  upon  the  faid  coaft  of 
Virginia,  or  America,  where  they  fliould  think  fit  between  th'rty-eight  and  forty- 
five  degrees  of  latitude ;  and  enjoy  all  the  lands,  ports,  rivers,  fifhings  and  here- 
ditaments thereto  belonging,  with  the  like  extent  of  land  and  fea,  from  the  feat 
of  their  plantation,  as  was  granted  to  the  firft  colony.  And  it  was  provided, 
that  the  faid  refpedive  colonies  fhould  not  plant  within  the  fpace  of  one  hundred 
miles  of  each  other ;  that  each  company  fhould  have  a  council,  confifiing  of  thir- 
teen perfons,  in  whom  the  government  fhould  be  lodged,  but  limited  by  certain 
articles  under  the  privy  feal ;  they  were  impowered  alfo  to  dig  mines  in  and 
beyond  their  refpedive  limits  to  the  weftward,  paying  the  crown  a  fifth  of  all 
gold,  and  a  fifth  of  all  copper  ore  they  fliould  get ;  they  were  alfo  impowered 
to  feize  all  fhips  that  fhould  trade  within  their  refpedive  limits  ;  to  coin  money, 
raife  forces  for   their   defence,  &c. 

3.  The  patentees  firft  named  were   commonly  ftiled  the  London  Company,  and 
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thofe  laft  named  the  Weftern  Company,  who  no  fooner  received  this  authority  from 
the  crown,  than  they  began  in  eanieft  to  provide  for  making  effeftual  fcttlcments 
within  the  bounds  prefcribed  by  their  icfpctlive  grants.  With  this  view  the  Lon- 
don Company  fitted  out  three  veflels,  one  of  an  hundred  tons,  another  of  forty, 
and  a  pinnace  of  twenty ;  on  board  of  which  they  embarked  an  hundred  and  ten 
land-men,  with  ev  ry  thing  rcquifile  for  fettling  a  colony.  The  command  of  this 
fmall  fquadron  was  given  to  Captain  Chriftopher  Newport,  an  experienced  feaman, 
well  acquainted  with  the  Wed-India  navigation ;  but  to  prevent  any  difputes  in  the 
paifage,  the  orders  which  regarded  the  government  of  the  colony,  and  the  names  of 
the  council  who  were  to  be  intrufled  with  the  adminiftration  of  it  when  fettled,  were 
delivered  to  them  in  a  box  fealed  up,  with  direftions  not  to  be  opened  till  they 
were  on  fhore. 

They  failed  from  London  on  the  20th  of  December,  1606;  but  by  feveral  un- 
lucky accidents,  were,  for  feveral  weeks,  detaiiied  on  the  coalt  of  England.  At 
laft  they  continued  their  voyage,  and,  having  taken  in  frelh  water  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries,  at  the  Canaries,  proceeded  to  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  23d  of  February,  and  ftaid  amongft  them,  but  chiefly  on  the  ifland  of  Ne- 
vis, about  five  weeks.  On  the  3d  of  April  they  failed  for  Virginia,  and  arrived 
on  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  at  the  mouth  of  Chefapeak-Bay.  The  firft  place 
on  which  they  landed  was  the  fouthern  cape  of  that  bay,  where  they  built  a  fort, 
which  they  called  Cape  and  Fort-Henry,  as  they  did  the  northern  Cape-Charles,  in 
honour  of  the  two  princes ;  and  the  firft  great  river  they  fearched,  the  Indian  name 
of  which  was  Powhatan,  they  called  James  River,  after  the  King's  ovm  name. 

Of  this  river  they  made  a  full  fearch,  before  they  would  come  to  any  refolution 
about  a  fettlement,  and  then,  by  unanimous  confent,  they  pitched  upon  a  peninfula 
about  fifty  miles  up  the  river,  which,  befides  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  was  efteemed 
moft  capable  to  be  made  a  place  both  of  trade  and  fecurity,  two-thirds  of  it  in- 
vironed  by  the  main  river,  which  affords  good  anchorage  all  along,  and  the  other 
third  by  a  fmall  river,  capable  of  receiving  fmall  veflels  of  one  hundred  tons  burden 
quite  up  till  it  comes  withui  thirty  yards  of  the  great  river  again,  and  where  generally, 
in  fpring  tides,  it  overflows  into  the  main  river ;  for  which  reafon  the  land  they  chofe 
to  pitch  their  town  upon  had  obtained  the  name  of  an  ifland.  In  this  back  river 
fhips  and  fmall  velfels  may  ride  lafhed  to  one  another,  and  moored  afhore,  fecure  from 
all  wind  and  weather.  They  gave  the  fame  name  to  the  town  as  to  the  river,  viz. 
James-Town.  The  whole  ifland  thus  inclofed  contained  about  two  thoufand  acres  of 
high  land,  and  many  thoufand  of  very  good  marfh,  and  is  extraordinary  good  pafture 
as  any  in  that  country.  By  means  of  the  narrow  paflage,  this  place  was  of  great 
fecurity  to  them  from  the  Indian  enemy ;  and  to  ftrengthen  it  tJie  more  they  built 
caftles  and  a  fort  there.  This  was  the  firft  plantation  of  the  Englifli  that  fucceeded, 
and  which  has  continued  to  this  day. 

As  to  the  colony,  the  firft  bufinefs  they  entered  upon,  after  they  landed,  was  to 
open  their  orders,  where  they  found  the  following  gentlemen  appointed  of  the  council, 
viz.  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  Edward  Wingfield,  Chriftopher  Newport,  John  Smith, 
John  Ratclift'e,  John  Martin,  and  George  Kendall,  of  whom  Wingfield  was  chofen 
prefident ;  but  they  thought  fit  to  leave  Captain  Smith  out  of  the  council :  for  it  feems 
the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  were  fo  fet  againft  him,  that  they  had  confined  him  prifoner 
ever  fince  they  left  England,  which  Purchas  infinuates  was  occafioned  by  their  envy  at 
his  fuperior  talents,  and  becaufe  the  company  in  England  feemed  to  rely  more  upon 
his  fkill  and   experience  than  upon  any  of  the  reft  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  planters 
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themfelves  were  fo  convinced  of  his  abilities  afterwards,  that  they  were  obliged  not  only 
to  admit  him  into  their  council,  but  in  a  manner  refign  their  adminiflration  into  his. 
hands,  after  they  had  by  their  perpetual  jars  and  weak  management,  almofl 
ruined  the  company's  affairs.  After  about  five  or  fix  weeks  flay  before  this  their 
intended  new  town,  the  fhips  being  difpatched.  Captain  Newport  departed  with 
them  for  England  about  the  middle  of  June,  leaving  upwards  of  one  hundred  men 
fettled  in  the  form  of  government  already  mentioned  ;  but  when  the  fliips  were  gone, 
the  fame  feuds  and  diforders  broke  out  again  with  fi-efh  violence. 

In  the  midfl:  of  thefe  feuds,  however,  they  fell  to  planting,  fowing,  building,  and 
fortifying  ;  but,  above  all  they  carried  on  a  very  advantageous  trade  with  the  natives. 
They  might  neverthelefs  have  made  much  greater  gains  of  it,  and  managed  it  more  to- 
the  fatisfadion  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  great  eafe  and  fecurity  of  themfelves,  if 
they  had  been  under  any  rule,  or  fubjeft  to  any  method  in  trade,  and  not  at  liberty  to 
outbid  one  another.  By  this  means  they  not  only  leffened  their  own  profit,  but  created 
jealoufies  and  diflurbances  among  the  Indians,  by  letting  one  have  a  better  bargain  than 
another ;  for  they  being  unaccuftomed  to  barter,  fuch  of  them  as  had  been  hardefl 
dealt  by  in  their  commodities  thought  themfelves  cheated  and  abufed.  Thence  they 
conceived  a  grudge  againft  the  Englifh  in  general,  and  made  it  a  national  quarrel,, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  original  caufe  of  moft  of  their  fubfequent  misfortimes 
from  the  Indians.  Thefe  Indians  proved  much  the  fame  as  they  had  been  found  to  be 
in  other  places,  fair  and  friendly  at  firfl,  but  treacherous  and  deceitful  in  the  fequel. 
However,  it  was  chiefiy  by  the  help  of  their  provifions  that  the  Englifh  fubfifled  till 
the  return  of  their  fhips. 

The  next  year  two  vefTels  were  fent  thither  full  freighted  with  men  and  provifions 
for  the  fupply  of  the  plantation  :  one  of  them  arrived  diredly  ;  but  the  other,  being 
beat  oft'  to  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  did  not  arrive  till  the  former  was  failed  back  for 
England.  But  what  gave  the  greateft  interruption  to  their  trade  was,  an  objeft  which 
drew  their  eyes  and  thoughts  entirely,  not  only  from  that,  but  even  from  taking 
the  neceffary  care  for  their  prefervation,  and  for  the  fupport  of  their  lives,  which  was 
this :  they  found,  in  a  heck  of  land  on  the  back  of  James-towai  ifland,  a  frefh  flream 
of  water,  fpringing  from  a  fmall  bank,  which  wafhed  down,  with  a  yellow  fort  of  dufl 
ifing-glafs,  which,  being  cleanfed  by  the  frefli  flreaming  of  the  water,  lay  fliining 
at  the  bottom,  and  flirred  up  in  them  an  unreafonable  defire  after  riches ;  for  they, 
taking  all  to  be  gold  that  glittered,  ran  into  the  utnioft  diftraftion,  neglefting  both 
the  neceffary  defence  of  their  lives  from  the  Indians,  and  the  fupport  of  their 
bodies  by  fecuring  provifions,  abfolutely  relying  upon  the  power  of  gold,  and  think- 
ing that,  where  this  was  plenty,  nothing  could  be  wanting.  Nay,  they  be- 
gan to  be  fo  infatuated  with  the  hopes  of  mountains  of  wealth,  that  they  defpifed  the 
mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  in  comparifon  of  their  own  ineflimable  ftream. 

They  foon,  however,  grew  fenfible-  of  their  error,  and  found  that  if  this  gilded 
dirt  had  been  really  gold,  it  could  then  have  been  of  no  advantage,  for,  by  their 
negligence  they  were  reduced  to  an  exceeding  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  that  little 
they  had  was  loil  by  the  burning  of  their  town,  while  all  hands  were  employed 
about  this  imaginary  golden  treafure  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  live,  for  feme 
time,  upon  the  wild  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  upon  crabs  and  mufcles,  and  fuch  like, 
not  having  a  day's  provifion  beforehand.  By  this  negleft,  Hkewife,  they,  many  of 
them,  became  a  prey  to  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians,  and  the  reft  durft  not  venture 
abroad,  and  fo  were  forced  to  be  content  with  what  they  could  get.  In  this  mi- 
ferable  condition  they  were,  when  the  firft  of  the  two  fhips  arrived  from  England  to 
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their  afliftance.  They  neither  thought  or  fpoke  of  any  thing  but  gold  ;  and  there- 
fore they  put  into  this  fliip  all  the  yellow  dirt  they  had  gathered,  and  what  fkins 
and  furs  they  had  bartered  for,  and  filling  her  up  with  cedar,  fent  her  away.  When 
the  other  fliip  arrived,  they  flowed  her  iikewife  with  this  imaginary  gold  duft,  and 
filled  her  up  with  cedar  and  clapboard. 

But  being  at  length  perfuaded  that  they  might  apply  themfelves  to  other  labours 
as  profitable,  as  well  as  more  necefiary  than  colleding  yellow  fand,  which,  fup- 
pofing  it  valuable,  would  be  always  in  their  power,  if  they  took  care  to  fortify 
themfelves  effedually,  they  began  to  beflir  themfelves  for  that  purpofe,  and  by  the 
good  management  and  direction  of  Captain  Smith,  they  made  feveral  difcoveries  in 
James-river,  and  up  Chefapeak-bay  ;  and  in  the  year  1608,  they  firft  gathered  In- 
dian corn  of  their  own  planting.  While  Captain  Smith  was  out  on  his  expedition 
among  the  favages,  he  was  treacherouflv  fallen  upon  by  three  hundred  of  the  Indians, 
under  the  command  of  one  of  their  kings,  called  Pamaunkee,  who  put  all  his  men 
to  death,  and  taking  him  prifoner,  carried  him  to  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  who 
would  have  put  him  to  death  kid  he  not  been  faved  at  the  intercefTion  of  Powha- 
tan's daughter,  Pacahunta. 

Being  releafed,  he  returned  to  James-town,  where  Mr.  RatclifF  refigning  his  pre- 
fidentfliip,  he  was  unanimoufly  defired  to  accept  of  that  office.  While  thefe  dif- 
coveries were  making  by  Captain  Smith,  matters  run  again  into  confufion  in  James- 
town ;  and  feveral  uneafy  people,  taking  advantage  in  his  abfence,  attempted  to  de- 
fert  the  fettlement,  and  to  run  away  with  the  fmall  veffel  which  was  left  to  attend  it ; 
for  Captain  Smith  was  the  only  man  among  them  who  could  manage  difcoveries 
with  fuccefs,  or  who  could  keep  the  fettlement  in  any  order.  Neverthelefs,  amidft 
all  thefe  inconveniencies  which  they  brought  upon  themfelves,  the  plantation  being 
increafed  to  near  five  hundred  men,  they  made  two  other  fettlements,  one  at  Nan- 
famond  in  James-river,  above  thirty  miles  below  James-town  ;  and  the  other  at 
Powhatan,  fix  niiles  below  the  falls  of  James-river  ;  which  laft  was  bought  of  Pow- 
hatan for  a  certain  quantity  of  copper,  each  fettlement  confiding  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  ;  and  foon  after  they  made  a  fourth  fettlement  at  Kiguotan,  near  the 
mouth  of  James-river.  Captain  Smith  obferved  that  two-thirds  of  the  adventurers 
came  over  with  a  view  of  having  every  thing  provided  to  their  hands,  without  any  care 
or  labour  of  their  own,  and  were  fubfifted  by  the  labours  of  the  other  indullrious 
third,  until  he  compelled  them  all  to  take  fhare  in  the  work  ;  and  then  he  foon 
planted  ground  enough  to  fubfift  the  colony  in  plenty,  and,  by  moderate  exercile  and 
good  food,  faw  them  not  only  reftored  to  their  healths,  but  in  a  very  flourifliing 
condition  ;  and  as  there  was  now  no  longer  neceflity  of  procuring  food  from  the 
Indians  by  violence,  they  lived  and  trafficked  very  amicably  together,  and  Powhatan 
fuffered  him  to  make  feveral  other  fettlements  in  the   country. 

When  their  affairs  were  in  this  profperous  fituation  there  arrived  fix  or  foven  fliips 
from  England,  with  between  three  and  four  hundred  planters,  and  fuch  ample 
fupplies  of  ammunition  and  provifion,  as  would  have  enabled  the  colony  to  have 
made  an  entire  conqueft  of  Virginia,  or  at  lead  to  have  procured  what  terms  they  faw 
fit  of  the  Indians,  if  they  had  been  under  any  command ;  but  as  things  were  ma- 
naged, this  fupply  only  brought  the  colony  into  confufion.  Upon  report  of  which, 
the  company  in  England,  imagining  the  divifions  among  the  council  in  Virginia, 
in  whom  the  government  there  was  lodged,  were  the  occafion  of  moft  of  the  niif- 
managements  that  had  happened,  procured  a  new  patent  from  King  James,  where- 
by they  were  empowered  to  appoint  a  governor  with  a  more  ample  authority  than 
VOL.  xn.  H  p  they 
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they  had  by  the  preceding  patent ;  and  prevailed  on  the  Lord  de  la  War  to  accept 
of  the  government  of  their  new  colony  ;  who  thereupon  made  Sir  Thomas  Gates, 
Sir  George  Summers,  and  Captain  Newport,  his  deputies,  until  his  arrival ;  and  thefe 
gentlemen  fet  fail  from  England  with  nine  fhips  and  five  hundred  men,  in  the  month 
of  May  1609. 

All  the  three  deputy-governors,  being  embarked  in  one  fliip,  were  unfortu- 
nately call  away  on  the  iflands  oi  Bermudas,  being  then  uninhabited,  but  they 
and  all  the  people  efcaped  to  the  fhore ;  where,  finding  plenty  of  provifions, 
they  took  poffeffion  of  thefe  iflands  for  the  crown  of  England,  and  from  Sir 
George  Summers  they  have  been  ever  fmce  called  the  Summer  Iflands.  In  the 
mean  time  the  reft  of  their  fleet  arrived  fafe  in  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  with  the 
reinforcement  above  mentioned  ;  where  they  found  Captain  Smith  prefident ;  but  both 
old  and  new  planters  gave  out  they  were  not  obliged  to  obey  him,  for  there 
was  another  commiflion  granted  which  had  fuperfeded  his,  and  they  expefted  the 
arrival   of  the   deputy-governors  every  day. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  jars.  Captain  Smith  made  a  fliift  to  keep  them  in 
fome  order  while  he  remained  among  them,  for  otherwife  the  colony  had  been  deferted 
over  and  over ;  but  as  this  gentleman  was  extremely  active,  and  almoft  continually 
employed  in  fome  fervice  or  other,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  blown  up  by  accident ; 
which,  though  it  did  not  coft  him  his  life,  yet  he  was  fo  wounded  and  maimed 
thereby,  that  it  was  found  abfolutely  neceflary  for  him  to  return  to  England  with 
the  veflels  that  failed  not  long  after ;  a  thing  happy  for  himfelf,  but  extremely  dif- 
advantageous  for  the  fettlement ;  fince  he  was  no  fooner  on  fliip-board 
than  every  man  took  upon  him  to  do  what  feemed  right  in  his  own  eyes,  which 
had  defperate  confequences,  fo  that  thofe  who  had  given  him  moft  trouble  while  he 
was  amongil  them,  deeply  regretted  the  lofs  of  him  ;  and  yet  this  fenfe  of  their  own 
bad  behaviour  did  not  at  all  incline  them  to  amendment,  or  to  the  fetting  up 
any  other  perfon  with  fuch  powers  as  might  enable  him  to  do  what  Captain  Smith 
had  done. 

On  the  contrary,  they  emptied  their  magazines,  and  lived  in  the  greateft  profufion, 
till  that  brought  on  want ;  and  then  they  rambled  without  order,  and  under  no  com- 
mand through  the  country  ;  taking  provifions  by  force  from  the  natives,  who  failed  not 
to  employ  all  their  cuiming,  of  which  they  had  enough,  to  deftroy  and  cut  them  oft"; 
fo  that  when  the  deputy-governors  arrived,  in  two  floops  which  they  had  built  in  Ber- 
mudas, they  found  them  in  a  moft  deplorable  condition  ;  war,  ficknefs,  and  famine, 
having  reduced  them  from  upwards  of  four  hundred,  to  fewer  than  four  fcore,  and 
thefe  too  uneafy  and  difcontented.  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Sir  George  Summers^ 
took  all  the  pains  they  could  to  quiet  thefe  uneafineifes,  and  to  bring  things  once  more 
into  order  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain  ;  and  the  people  fhewing  their  empty  warehoufes, 
their  ruined  fettlements,  and  the  number  of  fick  amongft  them,  induced  thofe  gentle- 
men to  confent  to  their  embarking  for  England,  as  the  only  means  of  faving  thofe 
who  were  left  ;  which  they  accordingly  did,  to  the  great  joy,  no  doubt,  of  the 
Indians. 

But  juft  as  they  were  faihng  out  of  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  they  met  with  their 
new  governor,  who  obliged  them  to  return  to  James-town,  to  repair  their  habi- 
tations and  forts  there,  and  to  difpofe  every  thing  for  maintaining  the  fettlement. 
This  worthy  governor  was  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Weft,  Lord  de  la  War, 
of  an  ancient,  as  well  as  noble,  family  ;  in  which  prudence  feems  to  have  been  he- 
reditary as  well  as  title.     He  was  endued  with  the  virtues  moft  requifite  for  his  ftation 
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as  governor  of  aii  infant  colony ;  for,  with  great  mildnefs  and  humanity,  he  had 
the  warmefl  courage  and  the  grcatelt  iirmneis  of  mind,  and  was  equally  capable 
of  perfuading  by  words,  animating  by  example,  and  awing  by  the  jufl  ufe  of  his 
authority.  He  accepted  of  this  commiilion  from  the  company  with  a  view  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  thefe  dillractions,  which  had  hitherto  difappointed  all  their  expec- 
tations, and  defeated  all  their  endeavours,  and  which  they  juflly  attributed  to  the 
want  of  having  there  fome  perfon  in  fupreme  authority  ;  who  might  be  able  ta 
diredt  the  indultrious,  encourage  the  deferving,  and  punifli  the  fa(l:tious  and  dil- 
obedient. 

As  foon  therefore  as  thefe  old,  or  rather  new  planters,  were  once  on  fhore  again, 
his  Lordfhip,  in  a  free  and  plain  difcourfe,  fet  before  them  the  folly  and  madnei's  of 
their  proceedings,  reproving  them  for  their  divifions,  idlenefs,  and  ill  conduft,  which 
had  occafioned  their  misfortunes,  advifmg  them  to  reform,  or  he  ihould  be  com- 
pelled to  draw  the  fword  ofjuflice,  and  cut  oft'  the  delinquents;  declaring,  how- 
ever, he  had  much  rather  draw  his  own  fword  in  their  defence ;  and  telling  them 
for  their  encouragement,  that  he  had  brought  them  fuch  plenty  of  provifions,  that 
they  would  be  in  no  danger  of  wanting  for  the  future,  if  they  were  not  wanting  to 
themfelves,  in  providing  fuch  things  as  the  country  produced  ;  then  he  proceeded 
to  conflitute  a  council,  confifling  of  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  his  lieutenant-general ;  Sir 
George  Summers,  his  admiral ;  the  Honourable  George  Piercy,  one  of  his  captains  ;  Sir 
Ferdinand  Wenman  his  mafter  of  the  ordnance ;  and  Chriftopher  Newport  his  admiral : 
thefe,  and  the  reft  of  his  officers,  having  taken  the  oaths  to  the  government,  and  en- 
tered on  their  feveral  employments,  his  next  care  was,  to  furnifh  his  people  with 
flefh  ;  for  notwithftanding  there  were  not  lefs  than  five  or  fix  hundred  hogs  in  the 
plantation  when  Captain  Smith  went  to  England,  there  was  not  one  left  alive  at 
this  time  ;  they  had  either  been  eat  by  the  colony,  or  deftroyed  by  the  Indians,  who, 
to  diftrefs  them,  had  driven  all  the  deer,  and  other  game,  out  of  the  country  ;  and 
the  Englilh  were  fo  ill  provided  with  nets,  that  though  there  was  plenty  of  fifh  in 
the  rivers,  they  knew  not  how  to  take  them. 

The  company  had  fent  over  a  fupply  of  cloathing,  bifcuit,  flour,  beer,  and  other 
liquors  ;  but  taking  it  for  granted,  that  they  had  hogs,  venifon,  fowl,  and  fifli  enough 
in  the  country,  had  made  no  provifion  of  flefh  ;  whereupon  Sir  George  Summers  the 
admiral,  was  difpatched  to  Bermudas,  to  bring  over  live  hogs  from  thence,  for  of 
thofe  Sir  George  found  plenty  in  that  ifland  when  he  was  cafl:  away  there,  though 
there  were  no  people  upon  it.  The  governor  alfo  fet  fome  to  fifliing  within  the  bay, 
and  others  without,  where  there  were  flioals  of  cod-fifli ;  but  their  nets  and  tackle 
were  fo  defeftive,  that  they  could  not  catch  any.  Hereupon  he  endeavoured  to 
fettle  a  correfpondence  with  Powhatan  and  other  Indian  princes,  that  he  might  pur- 
chafe  flefli  of  them  for  Englifti  goods  ;  and  in  fome  of  thefe  negotiations  he  fucceeded, 
particularly  with  the  king  of  Patowmack,  one  of  the  mofl:  potent  of  the  Indian  princes  ; 
but  notwithfl:anding  he  reprefented  to  Powhatan  that  he  had  already  promifed  to  ac- 
knowledge the  King  of  England  for  his  fovereign,  accepted  of  a  crown  and  fceptre, 
and  other  enfigns  of  royalty  from  him,  with  prefents  of  great  value  ;  this  prince 
would  give  him  no  other  anfwer,  but,  that  he  expefted  the  Englifli  fliould  depart  his 
country,  or  confine  themfelves  within  the  limits  of  James-town  ifland,  and  not  range 
through  every  part  of  the  country,  as  they  continued  to  do,  only  with  a  view  of  fub- 
duing  it,  as  he  apprehended  ;  threatening  to  iflfue  his  orders  to  cut  them  off  and  deftroy 
them,  if  ever  they  were  found  without  the  limits  he  prefcribed  them  ;  and  commanded 
the  meflengers  his  Lordftiip  fent  to  him,  not  to  fee  his  face  again  unlefs  they  brought 
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him  a  coach  and  fix  horfes  ;    for  in  thefe,  he  had  been  informed  by  fome  Indians  who 
had  been  in  England,  their  great  Weroances  were  drawn. 

The  Lord  de  la  War  finding  he  was  to  expe£t  no  friendlhip  from  Powhatan,  de- 
termined he  fhould  fear  him  :  having  taken  an  Indian  prifoner,  therefore,  he  cut  ofF 
his  right  hand,  and  fent  him  to  his  mafter  Powhatan,  letting  him  know,  that  he 
would  fend  all  his  fubjefts  in  that  manner,  and  burn  all  the  corn  in  his  country 
(Iwhich  was  ripe  at  this  time)  if  he  did  not  forbear  all  afts  of  hoftility  for  the  future ; 
which  had  fo  good  an  effed,  that  the  colony  lived  in  peace  and  plenty  for  fome 
time,  every  day  making  frelh  difcoveries,  and  forming  new  alliances  with  fome  Indian 
princes. 

And  thus  the  company's  affairs  being  happily  eftabliflied  again  by  the  condud  of 
Lord  de  la  War,  Sir  Thomas  Gates  was  fent  to  England,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  the  colony  ;  the  flfips  being  freighted  home  with  cedar,  black  wallnut,  and 
iron  ore  ;  which  returns  appeared  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  company  were  in  fuf- 
pence  whether  they  Ihould  not  fend  for  the  Lord  de  la  War  and  the  colony  home. 
However  they  firft  defired  Sir  Thomas  Gates's  opinion  upon  it ;  who  told  them  that 
thefe  were  not  the  only  returns  they  were  to  exped  ;  that  if  they  would  fend  over 
men  who  underftood  how  to  make  pitch  and  tar,  and  plant  hemp  and  flax,  they  might 
furnifli  England  with  all  manner  of  naval  ftores  ;  and  that  it  would  be  very  eafy 
alfo  to  fet  up  a  manufafture  of  filk,  the  country  abounding  in  mulberry  trees,  as 
well  as  filk-grafs  ;  that  the  foil  was  exceeding  fruitful,  producing  corn,  grafs,  grapes, 
and  other  fruits  in  abundance;  that  European  cattle  and  corn  multiplied  prodigioufly ; 
and  that  there  was  great  plenty  of  venifon,  fifli  and  fowl,  which  they  would  never 
want  when  they  could  be  provided  with  boats,  nets,  and  engines  to  take  them.  The 
company  need  then  to  be  at  very  little  charge  to  fupport  the  colony  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  would  in  a  fliort  time  meet  with  returns  anfwerable  to  their  expedations. 
Whereupon  the  patentees  refolved  to  proceed  with  alacrity  to  improve  their  Virginia 
plantation,  in  which  refolution  they  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  de  la  War,  who  re- 
turned to  England  about  this  time  (1610)  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

He  left  behind  him  the  honourable  Mr.  Piercy,  as  his  deputy  ;  and  while  he  refided 
in  England,  took  as  much  care  of  this  plantation  as  if  it  had  been  his  paternal  eftate ; 
and  was  no  lefs  foHcitous  about  the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants  than  if  they  had  been 
his  neareft  relations  :  to  fay  the  truth,  it  was  to  the  wifdom  and  forefight  of  this 
worthy  Lord  that  this  nation  owes  the  preferving  fo  great  and  fo  beneficial  an  acqui- 
fition  ;  as  it  was  to  his  courage  and  fteadinefs  they  were  indebted  for  the  plantation 
itfelf.  la  fhort,  he  fpent  the  whole  remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  about  eight  years, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  company  and  the  colony,  and  adually  died  in  his  voyage  back 
to  Virginia  in  161 8,  with  a  great  fupply  of  people,  cloathing  and  goods,  for  that  fet- 
tlement,  which  however,  arrived  fafe.  As  I  have  now  given  an  account  of  the  fettling 
this  country,  I  have  executed  all  that  falls  within  the  compafs  of  my  defign ;  but, 
as  I  apprehend  that  it  may  be  both  entertaining  to  the  reader,  and  better  anfwer  the 
defign  of  this  colledion,  I  fhall  juft  run  over  a  few  of  the  principal  fads  relating  tcv 
the  hiftory  of  this  province,  and  then  give  a  fliort  defcription  of  it  as  it  ftands  at  pre- 
fent  ;  in  order  to  fliew  what  advantages  have  accrued  to  the  nation  from  an  cfta- 
bhflunent  which  it  colt  fo  much  labour  and  pains  to  eftcd  ;  and  the  fame  method  I 
fliall  take  in  regard  to  other  plantations,  as  moit  earneitly  defiring  to  render  this  work 
as  agreeable,  as   ufeful  ;  and  as   perfed,  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  make  it. 

While  Lord  de  la  War  was  in  England  the  colony  was  governed  by  his  deputies, 
who  applying  themfelves  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  correfpondence  with  the  natives, 
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advanced  it  at  lall  io  far,  that  Icvcral  intermarriages  took  place,  and  aniongd  thefe 
the  Indian  j)rincefs  Pachahunta  efpouled  Mr.  John  Rolf,  an  Englilh  gentleman,  whofe 
pofterity  enjoy,  at  this  day,  the  lands  defcended  to  them  fr(3m  this  lady.  In  the 
year  1616  one  Captain  Yardly  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  ;  and  the  reafon  I  take  no- 
tice particularly  of  his  adminiltration  is,  becaufe  under  it  they  firft  began  to  cultivate 
tobacco,  which  is  fmce  become  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  colony.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  Captain  Argoll,  afterwards  Sir  Samuel  ArgoU  ;  who  was  a  man  of  a 
military  turn,  whom  we  Ihall  have  occafion  to  mention  frequently  hereafter  ;  he 
repaired  the  forts  that  had  run  to  ruin,  and  put  the  colony  into  fuch  a  flate  of  defence, 
that  there  was  no  great  danger  of  any  attempts  that  could  be  made  againfl  them 
by  the   Indians. 

After  the  death  of  Lord  de  la  War,  Captain  Yardly,  who  was  likewife  in  England, 
and  who,  being  knighted  by  King  James,  had  the  title  of  Sir  George  Yardly,  was  fent 
over  with  the  dtle  of  Governor  ;  and  a  very  good  governor  he  proved,  for  to  him 
the  people  owed  their  being  made  as  free  as  their  countr)-men  in  this  ifland,  llnce  he 
augmented  the  number  of  the  council,  and  allowed  the  planters  to  fend  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  the  aflembly,  the  firft  of  v/hich  fat  at  James-town,  in  May  1620.  In  his 
time  negroes  were  firft  brought  into  Virginia,  the  lands  divided,  l^dt-vvorks  erecled  at 
Cape  Charles,  and  an  iron  mine  wrought  with  good  eft'ecT:.  He  v»as  fucceeded, 
in  1 62 1,  by  Sir  Fi-ancis  Wyat,  a  young  gentleman  of  a  very  good  difpofition,  who  en- 
deavoured all  he  could  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  yet  in  his  time 
it  was  that  this  fettlement  ran  a  very  great  hazard  of  being  totally  deftroyed  ;  for  the 
Indians  who  had  lived  amongft  them  now  for  feven  or  eight  years  with  great  freedom 
and  familiarity,  formed  a  defign  of  extirpating  them  entirely,  on  account  of  one  of 
their  war-captains  being  killed,  though  he  had  coramitted  murder  and  robbery,  and 
died  in  defending  himfelf  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  juftice.  The  method  they 
took  to  revenge  this  was,  by  a  general  maifacre,  which  they  fixed  for  Friday  tlie  22d 
of  March,  1622,  and,  in  all  probability,  it  had  efteclually  anfwered  their  end  if  it  had 
not  been  difcovered  by  a  converted  Indian,  the  very  day  on  which  it  was  to  have  taken 
place  ;  fo  that  the  advanced  plantadons  could  not  receive  intelligence  time  enough, 
which  gave  the  natives  an  opportunity  of  cutting  oft'  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  per- 
fons.  The  Englifti  revenged  this  in  a  manner  very  unbecoming  them,  fmce,  pretend- 
ing to  be  reconciled  to  the  Indians,  and  thereby  gaining  their  confidence,  they  mafta- 
cred  Ukewife  in  their  turn,  and  purfucd  their  firft  blow  fo  effectually  as  to  drive  moft 
of  thefe  poor  people  to  feek  for  new  habitations. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Englilh  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  that 
vice  which  is  deepcft  rooted  in  their  nation,  I  mean  revenge  ;  for  dividing  amongft 
themfelves,  and  falling  into  factions  and  parties  ;  and,  at  the  fanie  time,  running  out 
new  fettlements,  the  Indians  fell  upon  them  again,  and  cut  them  oft'  in  great  num- 
bers. As  this  misfortune  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  imprudent  grants  made  in  Eng- 
land, it  occafioned  loud  complaints  ;  and  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  company's 
mal-adminiftration  cried  fo  loud,  that  King  Charles  I,  coming  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, exprefled  a  tender  concern  for  the  poor  people  that  had  been  betrayed  thither, 
and  loit ;  upon  which  confideration  he  dillolved  the  company  in  the  year  1626,  re- 
ducing the  country  and  government  under  his  owii  immediate  direction,  appointing 
the  governor  and  council  himlelf,  and  ordering  all  patents  and  procefs  to  iflue  in  his 
own  name,  referving  to  himfelf  a  quit-rent  of  two  fliillings  for  every  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  fo  pro  rat  a.  The  country  being  thus  taken  into  the  King's  hands,  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  pleafed  to  re-eftablifti  the  conftitution  by  a  governor,  council,  and  affembly, 

and 
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and  to  confirm  the  former  methods  and  jurifditlions  of  feveral  courts,  as  they  had  been 
appointed  in  the  year  1620,  and  placed  the  lafl:  refort  in  the  affembly  ;  he  likewife 
confirmed  the  rules  and  orders  made  by  the  firft  affembly,  for  apportioning  of  land, 
and  granting  patents  to  particular  adventurers. 

This  was  a  conftitution  according  to  their  hearts'  defire,  and  things  feemed  now  to 
go  on  in  a  happy  courfe,  for  encouragement  of  the  colony ;  people  flocked  thither 
apace,  every  one  took  up  land,  by  patent,  to  his  liking ;  and,  not  minding  any  thing 
but  to  be  mafters  of  great  trafts  of  land,  they  fettled  themfelves  feparately  on  their 
feveral  plantations.  Nor  did  they  fear  the  Indians,  but  kept  them  at  a  greater  diftance 
than  formerly  ;  and  they,  for  their  parts,  feeing  the  Englirti  fo  fenfibly  increafe  in 
number,  were  glad  to  keep  their  diftance,  and  be  peaceable.  This  liberty  of  taking  up 
land,  and  the  ambition  each  man  had  of  being  lord  of  a  vaft,  though  unimproved  ter- 
ritory, together  with  the  advantage  of  the  many  rivers,  which  afforded  a  commodious 
road  for  (hipping  at  every  man's  door,  has  made  the  country  fall  into  fuch  an  unhappy 
fettlement  and  courfe  of  trade,  that,  to  this  day,  they  have  not  any  one  place  of  coha- 
bitation among  them  that  may  reafonably  bear  the  name  of  a  town.  The  next  gover- 
nor, after  the  fettling  of  this  new  conftitution,  was  Sir  John  Harvey,  who  proved  of  a 
fpirit  very  improper  for  fuch  an  employment,  fince  he  began  early  to  differ  with  his 
council ;  and  foon  after  oppreffed  the  people  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  refolved 
to  be  rid  of  him,  at  all  events;  and  accordingly  in  1639  they  feized  him,  and  fent 
him  home  prifoner,  with  a  long  charge  againft  him,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  coun- 
cil, appointed  to  manage  the  profecution  againft  him.  But  as  foon  as  he  came  to 
London,  the  King,  who  highly  refented  this  outrage  on  his  prerogative,  fent  Sir  John 
back  again,  with  the  fame  authority  as  before  ;  but  the  very  next  year  removed  that 
oppreffive  governor,  and  appointed  Sir  William  Berkley  to  fucceed  him. 

This  gentleman  held  the  government  longer  than  all  his  predeceffors  put  toge- 
ther, and  deferved  it  ;  he  was,  in  all  refpedts,  an  excellent  governor ;  fo  careful  of 
the  colony,  and  fo  kind  to  the  people,  that  he  preferved  loyalty  in  Virginia  long  after 
it  was  loft  at  home ;  nor  did  he  fubmit  to  the  Rump,  till  he  was  forced  to  it ;  and 
then  withdrew  to  his  own  plantation,  where  he  lived  as  a  private  perfon,  and  would 
have  no  concern  in  public  affairs  at  all  ;  but  he  was  ftill  refpeded  by  the  inhabitants 
for  the  great  things  he  had  performed.  He  had  purfued  the  war  with  the  Indians 
till  he  had  reduced  them  fo  low  as  to  be  no  longer  troublefome,  after  having  made 
their  Emperor  prifoner ;  he  encouraged  the  making  of  pot-afhes,  Ibap,  fait ;  planting 
of  flax,  hemp,  and  cotton ;  and  the  manufadfure  of  filk,  which  he  brought  to  great 
perfedtion.  After  he  retired  from  the  government  there  were  three  perfons  fent  froni 
England,  who  ruled  one  after  another  feven  years ;  the  firft  of  them  was  Colonel 
Diggs,  who  acted  under  the  parliament's  authority ;  then  Mr.  Bennet  was  fent  over  by 
Oliver  -,  and  afterwards  one  Mr.  Matthews,  who  died  governor  ;  and,  upon  this  acci- 
dent, the  people  of  Virginia  defired  Sir  William  Berkley  to  refume  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs.  He  had  a  commiffion  from  King  Charles  II.  then  in  exile ;  but  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  aft,  unlefs  the  people  would  acknowledge  his  matter,  to  which  they 
very  readily  confented,  which  will  appear  the  lefs  furprizing,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  abundance  of  gentlemen,  who  had  been  ruined  in  the  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe, 
had  retired  into  this  colony  from  England. 

In  confequence  therefore,  of  this  refolution.  King  Charles  II.  was  proclaimed  in 
Virginia,  before  he  was  acknowledged  in  any  of  his  three  kingdoms ;  but  it  happened 
very  luckily  for  Sir  William  that  his  niaftcr  was  foon  after  reftored  ;  and  as  a  mark  of 
his  affection  for  the  province,  he  wore  at  his  coronation  a  robe  of  filk,  fent  from  Vir- 
ginia. 
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ginia.  Soon  after  Sir  William  went  over  to  compliment  the  King  upon  his  return, 
and  left  Colonel  Francis  Morrifon,  his  deputy ;  who  behaved,  in  his  aijfence,  to  the 
general  fatisfadion  of  the  plantation.  He  ordered  the  laws  to  be  revifod  and  colleded 
into  a  body,  to  be  laid  before  the  aflembly,  at  their  next  feffion.  lie  took  the  fame 
care  of  the  church  as  he  did  of  the  Itate ;  he  regulated  the  parifhes,  fettled  the  mini- 
ilers'  allowance,  got  a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  and  other  laws  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  linnen  and  woollen  manufattures,  the  breeding  of  fdk-worms, 
tanning,  and  falt-works. 

Whillt  the  deputy-governor  was  fo  bufy  for  the  fervice  of  the  colony.  Sir  William 
Berkley  was  in  England,  taking  his  inftruclions  from  the  King  for  his  future  conduft. 
His  Majelly  ordered  him  to  promote  hufbandry,  manufactures,  fdk  and  vineyards,  that 
all  fhips  trading  to  Virginia  fhould  go  to  James-town,  and  be  entered  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe  there  before  they  broke  bulk ;  which  orders  were  given,  with  an  intent,  that  by 
them  the  people  might  be  tempted  to  come  thither,  and  dwell  there  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  trade ;  and  had  they  been  obeyed  it  might  have  increafed  the  number  of 
buildings  in  that  city,  which  is  now  much  lefs  than  it  was  fourfcore  years  ago  ;  every 
body  coveting  to  live  at  his  plantation,  and  fettle  where  he  thinks  he  fhall  have  the 
befl  crops  and  convenicncy  of  fliipping.  This  is  the  reafon  that  there  are  fo  few 
towns  in  Virginia,  and  thofe  that  are  there  fo  very  fmall.  Sir  William,  being  fully 
infbudled  by  the  King  how  to  proceed  on  his  return  to  his  government,  fet  fail  from 
England  to  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  in  the  year  1662,  and  immediately  put  the 
people  upon  improving  their  plantations,  and  advancing  manufactures.  He  lum- 
moned  an  aflembly,  and  got  an  aft  paffed  for  building  James-town ;  each  county 
was  to  build  fo  many  houfes,  and  fome  actually  built  their  quota  ;  which,  notwith- 
ftanuing  the  att,  were  converted  into  taverns  and  eating-houfes,  and  the  town  was 
very  little  the  bigger  for  them.  Sir  William  Berkley,  at  his  return,  gave  a  fanftion 
to  the  new  body  of  laws,  and  took  all  the  care  he  could  to  carry  them  into  execution, 
which  was  all  that  he  could  do,  or  that  indeed  could  be  expected  from  him.  And,  as 
we  are  now  come  down  in  the  hiftory  of  this  colony  as  low  as  this  period  will  permit, 
we  are  next  to  give  a  fucchict  account  of  the  nature  and  condition  of  this  plantation, 
that  it  may  appear  how  well  it  deferves  the  pains  that  have  been  taken  about  it,  and 
how  amply  it  rewards  this  nation  for  all  the  care  and  expence  beftowed  in  plant- 
ing of  it,  which  will  alfo  acquit  us  of  all  the  promifes  made  to  the  reader  upon  this 
fubjed. 

5.  The  fituation  of  Virginia  is  remarkably  happy  and  convenient,  having  the  river 
Potowmac  upon  the  north-eait,  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  eaft,  the  province  of  Caro- 
lina on  the  fouth,  and  the  Apalachian  Mountains  on  the  weft,  which  feparate  it  from 
Florida.  It  lies  from  36  to  39  degrees  north  latitude,  and  between  74  and  80  degrees 
of  weftern  longitude ;  it  extends  about  240  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
may  be  in  breadth  120  miles  from  eaft  to  weil.  As  to  the  air  of  this  country  it  de- 
pends very  much  on  the  winds.  The  north  and  north-weft  are  either  very  fharp  and 
piercing,  or  boifterous  and  ftormy,  the  fouth-eaft  and  fouth  being  hazy  and  fultry. 
The  winter  is  dry  and  clear,  which  makes  it  very  pleafant ;  fnow  falls  in  great  quanti- 
ties, but  it  feldom  lies  above  a  day  or  two,  and  their  frofts  though  quick  and  fharp, 
yet  feldom  laft  long.  Their  fpring  is  fomewhat  earlier  than  ours  ;  in  April  they  have 
frequent  rains  ;  May  and  June  are  very  pleafant  months,  the  heat  being  greatly  tem- 
pered by  cooling  breezes ;  July  and  Auguft  are  fultry  hot,  the  air  growing  in  a  manner 
ftagnant,  which  produces  dreadful  thunderings  and  lightning  ;  in  September  the  wea- 
ther breaks,  and  there  fall  prodigious  fhowers  of  rain,  at  which  feai'on  it  is  that  the  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  are  mofl:  fickly.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this,  and  indeed 
in  all  our  colonies,  the  climate  grows  daily  better,  and  thefe  thunder  feafons  lefs  vio- 
lent, which  the  inhabitants  very  juftly  afcribe  to  the  clearing  the  country,  and  cutting 
down  the  woods,  which  gives  the  air  a  free  paflage,  and  is  attended  with  many  other 
conveniences. 

As  to  the  foil  it  is  generally  low  towards  the  fea  coafts,  and  for  one  hundred 
miles  up  into  the  country  there  is  hardly  a  hill  or  ftone  to  be  met  with,  except  that 
here  and  there  fome  rocks  of  iron  ore  appear  above  the  ground,  and  fome  banks  of  a 
kind  of  petrified  oyfter-fhells,  that  are  of  a  prodigious  thicknefs ;  the  whole  country 
before  it  was  planted  was  either  forelt  or  morafs,  which  in  the  Weft  Indies  they  call 
fwamps.  The  bay  of  Chefapeak  runs  direftly  up  the  country,  almoft  due  north,  for 
three  hundred  miles  ;  at  the  entrance  it  is  efteemed  about  twenty-one  miles  broad,  or 
fomething  more  ;  and  it  continues  navigable  as  long  as  it  wafhes  the  coaft  of  Virginia, 
and  much  farther.  Into  the  weft-fide  of  this  bay  fall  four  great  rivers,  which  rife  in 
the  Apalachian  Mountains,  all  of  them  running  from  the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft : 
the  moft  foutherly  of  thefe  is  James-river,  the  Indian  name  whereof  was  Powhatan, 
being  generally  about  two  miles  over,  and  navigable,  at  leaft,  fourfcore  miles. 
York-river,  whofe  Indian  name  was  Pamaunkee,  is  a  little  to  the  northward  of 
James-river,  and  in  fome  places  they  approach  one  another  fo  near,  that  they  are 
not  five  miles  afunder.  l"o  the  northward  of  York-river  is  the  river  Raphanack, 
which  in  fome  places  is  not  ten  miles  diftant  from  York-river,  and  either  of  them  as 
broad  or  broader  than  James-river.  North  of  Raphanack  is  the  great  river  of  Pa- 
towmack,  which  in  fome  places  is  not  above  feven  miles  diftant  from  Raphanack-river, 
and  in  other  places  upwards  of  fifty.  This  river  of  Patowmack  is  navigable  above  two 
hundred  miles,  being  nine  miles  broad  in  fome  places,  but  generally  about  feven. 
The  mouth  of  the  river  Patowmack,  and  that  of  James-river,  are  about  one  hundred 
miles  afunder ;  but  the  heads  of  all  the  four  rivers  rife  in  the  fame  hills,  pretty  near 
each  other.  There  are  great  plenty  of  fprings  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  the 
water  is  fomewhat  harlher  than  in  England. 

As  to  animals,  there  were  neither  horfes,  cows,  fheep,  or  fwine,  before  the  coming 
of  the  Englifh,  but  they  have  now  jilenty  of  them  all ;  and  their  horfes  are  very  fer- 
viceable,  and  travel  at  a  great  rate.  They  have  likewife  elks,  but  not  common  ;  red- 
deer  in  great  plenty  ;  hares,  fquirrels  of  feveral  Idnds,  mufk-rats,  rackoons,  wild  cats, 
beavers,  wolves,  foxes,  and  fevera^  forts  of  dogs.  As  for  reptiles,  they  have  lizards, 
feveral  kinds  of  fnakes,  particularly  the  rattle-fnake,  of  which  an  account  will  be 
given  hereafter.  As  to  birds,  they  have  eagles  of  three  forts  :  the  firft  is  the  grey 
eagle,  about  the  fize  of  a  kite ;  the  feco|id,  the  bald  eagle,  fo  called  becaufe  the  upper 
part  of  the  neck  and  head  is  covered  with  a  fort  of  white  down  ;  the  third,  a  black 
eagle,  refembling  thofe  in  England,  very  ravenous,  and  which  do  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief ;  moft  forts  of  hawks,  two  kind  of  owls,  both  very  large;  and  the  white  owl, 
very  beautiful,  all  the  feathers  of  her  back  and  breaft  being  bright  as  filver,  except 
a  black  fpot  immediately  below  the  throat.  They  have  a  large  bird  of  prey,  which 
they  call  a  buftard,  but  it  is  rather  a  kind  of  kite  ;  they  have  wild  turkeys  very  large, 
fome  of  them  weighing  forty  pounds  ;  their  partridges  are  fmaller  than  ours,  but  to  the 
full  as  well  taftcd  ;  they  have  a  bird  called  the  mocking-bird,  of  two  forts,  grey  and 
red,  efteemed  the  fineft  finging  bird  in  the  v/orld  ;  it  receives  its  name  from  imitating 
the  notes  of  all  other  kind  of  birds  it  hears :  the  humming-bird  with  a  long  bill  and 
very  fine  feathers.  As  to  water-fowl  they  have  of  all  forts,  fuch  as  herns,  bitterns, 
curlews,  wild  fwans,  geefc,  ducks,  teal,  wigeons,  cormorants,  and  gulls. 

As 
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As  for  fifh,  no  country  in  the  world  has  greater  plenty  :   in  February,  March,  April, 
and  May,  there  are  flioals  of  herrings  come  up  into  their  very  brooivs,  fonie  of  the  fize 
of  ours,  but  for  the  moft  part  much  bigger.  There  are  alfo  plentyof  cod-fifh  and  fling, 
grafs ;  which  lafl;    is    faid  to  be  pecuhar  to  tliis  country,  being  fo  called  from   having 
a  fling  in  its  tail ;  it  is  efteemed  good  food.     In  their  rivers  there  are  the  old  wife 
the  (heep's-head,   an    excellent   filh ;     trouts,  green-fifh,  fturgeons  in    great  plenty  ; 
plaice,  flounders,  whitings,  carp,  pikes,  mullets,  and  perch.     And  for  {hell-fifli  they 
have  oyfters,  crabs,  cockles,  and  fhrimps.      Of  thofe  that  are   not  eaten,  they  have 
in  their  feas,  whale,   dog-fifh,  fharks,  porpoifes,  gar-fifh,  and  fword-fifli  :    there   is 
alfo  a  fifh  they  call  the  toad-fifli,  from   his  iwelling  monftroufly  when  taken  out  of 
the  water ;     and  the  rock-fifh,  fome  i'pecies  whereof  are  poifonous,  and  have  been 
fatal  to  thofe  that  have  eaten  them  ;    though  others,  which  are  not  eafy  to  be  dif- 
tinguiflied    from    the  former,  are    very    wholefome  food ;    the  fkip-jack,   fo  called 
from  his  fkipping  out   of  the    water,  is  tolerable  good  food  ;  and   fo  is  the  tobacco- 
pipe-fifli,    fo   called  from  its  being  long    and  flender    like   a  tobacco  pipe.      They 
have  many  infefts,  fuch  as  mufkitoes,  bugs,  feed-ticks,  red-worms,  which    lie   only 
on  old  trees  and  rotten  logs  ;   on  which  if  a  man  fits  down  in  the  midft  of  fummer, 
he  is  fure  to  catch  them,   but  they  are  eafily  got  off  with    warm  water.     We  may 
add  to  thefe  the  worm  that  eats  plank,  which    has  a  kind  of  horn   or  fcrew  in  its 
head,  with  which  it  forces  a  pafliage  through  any  wood  to  which  it  flicks ;  and  as  we 
have  heard  mucl^  of  thefe  worms,  and  perhaps  not  a  little  concerning  them  that  is 
wide  of  the  truth,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  an  account  of  them,  from  a  gentleman 
who  refided  long  in  Virginia,  and  made  very  exad   obfervations.     In  the  month  of 
June,  annually,  there  rife  up  in   the  falls  vaft  beds  of  feedling  worms,  which  enter 
the  fhips,  floops,  or  boats,  wherever  they  find  the  coat  of  pitch,  tar,  or  lime  worn 
off  the  timber,   and  by  degrees  eat  the  plank  into    cells,    like  thofe  of  an  honey- 
comb.    Thefe  worms  continue  thus  upon  the  furface  of  the  water,  from  their  rife  in 
June,  until  the  firfl;  great  rains  after  the    middle    of    July ;     but  after  that  do  no 
frefh  damage  till    the  next    fummer  feafon,  and  never    penetrate  farther  than    the 
plank  or  timber  they  firfl  fix  upon. 

The  damage  occafioned  by  thefe  worms  may  be  four  feveral  ways  avoided ;  ift,  By 
keeping  the  coat  (of  pitch,  lime,  and  tallow,  or  whatever  elfe  it  is)  whole  upon  the 
bottom  of  the  fhip  or  veffel  ;  for  thefe  worms  never  faflen  or  enter  but  where 
the  timber  Is  naked,  sdly.  By  anchornig  the  large  veffels  in  the  flrength  of  the  tide, 
during  the  worm  feafon,  and  hauling  the  fmaller  afhore ;  for  in  the  current  of  a  ftrong 
tide  the  worms  cannot  faflen.  3dly,  By  burning  and  cleaning  immediately  after  the 
worm  feafon  is  over,  for  then  they  are  but  jufl:  fluck  into  the  plank,  and  have  not 
buried  themfclves  in  it ;  fo  that  the  leafl  fire  in  the  world  deflroys  them  entirely,  and 
prevents  all  damage  that  would  otherwife  enfue  from  them.  4thly,  By  running  up 
into  the  frefhes  with  a  fhip  or  veffel,  during  the  five  or  fix  weeks  that  the  worm  is  thus 
above  water  ;  for  they  never  enter,  or  do  any  damage  in  frefh  water,  or  where  it 
is  not  very  fait. 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  what  is  produced  by  their  foil.  And  firfl  with 
refped  to  trees  ;  of  which  we  may  affirm,  few  countries  are  better  flocked,  or 
afford  greater  variety.  As  to  timber,  they  have  oaks,  cedars,  firs,  cyprefs,  elm,  afh, 
and  wallnut  ;  fome  of  their  oaks  meafure  two  feet  fquare,  and  fixty  feet  in  height. 
They  have  alfo  beach,  poplar,  hazel,  &c.  befides  faffafras,  farfaparilla,  and  many  other 
fweet  woods,  and  fuch  as  are  ufed  in  dying.  Their  fruits  are,  grapes  of  feveral  kinds, 
cherries  of  various  forts,  plumbs  from  the  bignefr  of  a  damfon  to  that  of  a  pear ; 
VOL.  XII.  I T  peaches 
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peaches  in  fuch  plenty  that  in  fome  places  they  feed  their  hogs  with  them ;  quinces 
in  abundance,  and  apples  and  pears  in  as  great  plenty  as  can  be  wiflied.  Their  corn  is 
of  two  forts,  EngUih  wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye,  which  all  thrive  very  well,  and  yield 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  fold  increafe ;  and  maize  or  Indian  corn,  which  is  not  unlike 
our  peafe  in  tafte,  but  grows  in  a  great  ear  or  head  as  big  as  the  handle  of  a  large 
horfe-whip,  having  from  three  hundred  to  feven  hundred  grains  in  one  ear,  and 
fometimes  one  grain  produces  two  or  three  fuch  ears  or  heads  ;  it  is  of  various  colours, 
red,  white,  yellow,  blue,  green  and  black,  and  fome  fpeckled  and  ftriped,  but  the 
white  and  yellow  are  moil  common  ;  the  ftalk  is  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  walking 
cane,  and  grows  fix  or  eight  feet  high,  in  joints,  having  a  fweet  juice  in  it,  oi 
which  a  fyrup  is  fometimes  made,  and  from  every  joint  there  grow  long  leaves  in 
the  lliape  of  fedge  leaves :  The  manner  of  planting  is  in  holes  or  trenches,  about 
five  or  fix  feet  diftance  from  each  other  ;  the  earth  is  opened  with  a  hoe  (and  of  late 
years,  with  a  plough),  four  inches  deep,  and  four  or  five  grains  thrown  into  each 
hole,  or  trench,  about  a  fpan  diftant  from  each  other,  and  then  covered  with  earth  : 
they  keep  it  weeding  from  time  to  time,  and  as  the  Italk  grows  high  they  keep 
the  mould  about  it  like  the  hillocks  in  a  hop-garden  :  they  begin  to  plant  in  April, 
but  the  chief  plantation  is  in  May,  and  they  continue  to  plant  till .  the  miiidle  of 
June  :  what  is  planted  in  April  is  reaped  in  Augufl:  ;  what  is  planted  in  May  is 
reaped  in   September ;     and  the   lafl  in    Odober. 

But  as  the  great  produce  of  this  country  is  tobacco,  and  as  that  of  Virginia  is  looked 
upon  as  the  beft  in  the  world,  it  is  but  juil  that  we  fhould  give  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  it.  It  is  certain  that  the  country  produced  vaft  quantities  of  it  before  any 
Europeans  went  thither,  and  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  taught  them  by  the  natives  ; 
but  in  what  manner  they  cultivated  it,  or  how  they  cured  it,  is  now  no  longer 
known,  fince  at  prefent  they  buy  what  they  confume  from  the  P'.nglilh,  and 
therefore  it  is  of  their  manner  of  managing  this  plant  that  we  Ihall  fpeak.  The 
tobacco  feeds  are  firft  fown  in  beds,  where  having  remained  a  month,  the  plants 
are  tranfplanted  into  the  little  hillocks,  like  thofe  in  our  hop-gardens,  the  firft  rainy  wea- 
ther ;  and  being  grown  a  foot  high  there,  within  the  fpace  of  another  month  they 
top  them,  and  prune  off  all  the  bottom  leaves,  leaving  only  feven  or  eight  on  the 
ftalk,  that  they  may  be  the  better  fed ;  and  thefe  leaves,  in  fix  weeks  time, 
will  be  in  their  full  growth  ;  the  planters  prune  off"  the  fuckers,  and  clean  them  of  the 
horn-worm  twice  a  week,  which  is  called  worming  and  fuckering ;  and  this  work 
lafts  three  weeks  or  a  month,  by  which  time  the  leaf  from  green  begins  to  turnbrownifh, 
and  to  fpot  and  thicken  ;  which  is  a  fign  of  its  ripening ;  as  faft  as  the  plants  ripen, 
they  cut  them  down,  heap  them  up,  and  let  them  lie  and  fweat  a  night,  and  the  next  day 
they  carry  them  to  the  tobacco-houfe,  where  every  plant  is  hung  up  at  a  convenient 
dift;mce  one  from  another,  for  about  a  month  or  five  weeks  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  they 
ftrike  or  take  them  down,  in  moift  weather,  when  the  leaf  gives,  or  elfe  it  will 
crumble  to  duft ;  after  which  they  are  laid  upon  fticks,  and  covered  up  clofe  in  the 
tobacco-houfe  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  to  fweat ;  and  then  opening  the  bulk  in  a 
wet  day,  the  fcrvants  ftrip  and  fort  them,  the  top  leaves  being  the  beft,  and  the 
bottom  the  worft  tobacco ;  the  laft  work  is  to  pack  it  in  hoglheads,  or  bundle  it 
up,  which  is  alfo  done  in  a  wet  feafon ;  for  in  curing  of  tobacco,  wet  feafons  are 
as  neceffary  as  dry  to  make  the  leaf  pliant. 

Yet  tobacco  is  very  far  from  being  the  only  thing  of  value  which  this  country 
produces ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  flax,  hemp,  and  cotton ;  and  filk  they  might 
have  if  they  were  not  fo  extremely  addifted  to  their  ftaple  commodity,  as  never  to 
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think  of"  any  thing  elfc,  if  tobacco  can  be  brought  to  a  tolerable  market.  They  have 
likewife  filk  grafs,  of  which  they  make  very  little  advantage,  though,  no  doubt,  un- 
der proper  management,  moft  profitable  manufafturcs  might  be  raifed  from  it,  fmce 
its  threads  are  finer  than  thofe  of  flax,  and  fl;ronger  than  hemp.  We  may  add  to  ihis, 
that  all  kind  of  naval  ftores  might  be  prc^duced  in  Virginia  with  great  eafe,  and  in 
vaft  plenty  :  fuch  as  plank-timber,  mads,  yards,  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  and  turpentine, 
befides  fails,  cordage,  and  iron.  It  is  commonly  laid,  and  there  are  fome  who  have 
lived  in  Virginia  ready  enough  to  affirm  it,  that  there  is  hardly  a  Hone  to  be  found 
in  the  country  ;  but  however,  this  is  far  enough  from  being  true ;  for  at  the  water- 
falls there  are  flones  enough  of  different  kinds  fit  for  paving,  and  other  ufes ;  and 
towards  the  hills  there  are  quarries  of  flate,  and  a  kind  of  freeftone  ;  there  are 
likewife  a  fort  of  fhining  pebbles,  not  at  all  inferior  to  Kerry-ftones,  and  though,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  they  are  foft,  yet  I  have  heard  that  when  long  expofed  to  the  air, 
they  become  very  hard,  and  if  polifhed  are  extremely  beautiful.  As  to  mines,  they 
have  feveral  of  good  iron  in  almoft  all  parts  of  the  country,  more  efpecially  in  the 
Northern  Neck,  which  belongs  to  Lord  Fairfax.  There  was  once  a  lead  mine  dif- 
covered,  but  loft  in  the  firft  malTacre  ;  there  has  been  likewife  a  talk  of  filver  and 
gold  mines  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  they  have  a  great  many  coals,  antimony,  and  other 
things  of  value  in  the  bowels  of  that  country,  which  they  would  not  fail  to  fearch 
out  if  tobacco  alone  did  not  fupply  them  plentifully. 

Thus  far  we  have  defcribed  the  country  itfelf :  let  us  next  enquire  into  its  condition 
as  a  colony ;  and  in  this  light  we  find  it  divided  into  twenty-five  counties,  fome  fay 
twenty-nine  ;  of  thefe  the  firft  is  James-county,  lying  on  both  fides  James-river,  which 
contains  five  parifhes  and  the  only  two  towns  that  are  in  Virginia.  The  firft  is  James- 
town, on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and  about  forty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  it ; 
it  is  very  far  from  being  confiderable,  as  it  does  not  contain  above  fixty  or  eighty 
houfes  at  moft,  and  of  thefe,  as  we  obferved  before,  the  greater  part  are  taverns 
or  public  houfes  for  the  entertainment  of  fea-faring  people,  the  gentlemen  of  Vir- 
ginia making  it  their  choice  to  live  on  their  plantations,  in  order  to  fee  how  their 
eftates  are  managed  ;  and  in  thefe  feats  of  theirs  they  live  fo  handfomely  and  fo 
hofpitably,  that  how  much  foever  ftrangers  may  difapprove  their  method  before  they 
come  into  the  country,  they  are  quickly  reconciled  to  it  afterwards.  The  fecond 
is  Williamiturgh,  to  which  the  feat  of  government  is  now  transferred,  and  yet  it 
does  not  confift  of  above  forty  houfes.  The  reft  of  the  counties  are  denominated  as 
follows  :  Henrico  county.  Prince  George,  Charles  county,  Surry,  Ifle  of  Wight, 
Nanfamond,  Norfolk,  Princefs  Anne,  York  county,  Warwick,  Elizabeth,  New  Kent, 
King  William,  King  and  Queen,  Gloucefter,  Middlefex,  EiTex,  Richmond,  Stafford^ 
Weftmorland,  and  Lancafter,  Northumberland,  Acomack,  and  Northampton. 

The  number  of  people  in  thefe  counties,  taken  altogether,  men,  women,  children, 
and  negroes,  may  amount  to  about  half  a  million ;  of  thefe  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  are  freemen,  or  their  wives  and  children,  and  above  twenty  thou- 
fand  are  capable  of  bearing  arms.  As  for  the  Indians,  there  are  ftill  many  nations 
of  them,  but  fome  of  them  fo  fmall,  that  they  do  not  exceed  four  or  five  families  ;  and  it  is 
thought  that  amongft  them  all,  they  could  fcarce  raife  feven  hundred,  fome  think  not  five 
hundred  fighting  men.  As  to  the  government  it  refembles  that  of  England ;  for 
the  legiflative  authority  is  lodged  in  the  governor,  or  council  and  aflembly :  the 
governor  reprefents  the  King ;  gives  his  aflent  to  laws,  and  has  a  negative  voice. 
As  Governor,  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  civil  adminiftration,  and  being  by  his  com- 
miflion  a  lieutenant-general  and  vice-admiral,  the  military  and  naval  power  are  like- 
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wife  in  his  hands.  In  other  refpefts,  the  government  is  very  well  regulated,  and 
the  church  alfo  is  well  taken  care  of;  neither  has  any  plantation  belonging  to  us 
been  under  better  management,  or  the  people  more  happy  than  thofe  of  Virginia  ; 
and  this  appears  very  plainly  from  the  face  of  the  country,  though  there  are  no 
great  towns  in  it,  and  but  very  few  villages  ;  for  the  gentlemen's  feats  are  very  thick, 
all  of  them  good  convenient  houfes,  many  of  them  large  and  magnificent.  The 
roads  are  no  where  better,  the  country  being,  for  the  moft  part,  level,  and  fcarce 
any  rugged  or  deep  ways ;  fo  that  it  is  a  common  thing  to  travel  forty  or  fifty  miles 
in  an  afternoon,  and  fonietimes  an  hundred  in  a  fummer's  day.  They  have  likewife 
as  great  conveniencies  with  refpett  to  water  carriage  as  any  country  in  the  world  ; 
and  it  is  this  that  has  chiefly  hindered  them  from  living  in  great  towns,  which,  though 
prejudicial  to  the  manufaftures,  has  certainly  proved  very  advantageous  to  their  plan- 
tations, which  are  larger,  more  frequent,  and  better  fecured,  than  in  almofl;  any 
other  colony  ;  and  as  it  has  flourifhed  extremely  hitherto,  fo  at  this  time  it  is  as 
thriving  a  colony,    and  as  likely  to  continue  fo,  as  any  that  belong  to  this  nation. 

The  laft  thing  we  propofe  is,  to  give  the  reader  fome  idea  of  the  advantages  that 
arife  to  the  nation  from  this  particular  plantation,  which  I  muft  confefs  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult thing  to  do  ;  but,  however,  I  fliall  labour  to  give  as  much  fatisfaftion  as  I 
can,  and  if  I  fhould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  any  farther  informations,  care 
fhall  be  taken  that  the  public  fliall  not  lofe  the  benefit  of  them,  fince  they  will  come  in 
properly  enough  in  the  latter  part  of  the  work.  In  the  firfl:  place  it  mull  be  obferved, 
that  as  the  value  of  labour  differs  in  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  fo  the  labour  of  a 
man  in  mofl;  of  the  plantations  is  not  only  as  advantageous  to  his  native  country  as  if 
he  worked  at  home,  but  much  more  fo  :  I  believe,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  we 
may  reckon  that  fuch  a  perfon  contributes  to  the  public  fl;ock,  by  which  I  mean,  the 
income  and  wealth  of  the  Britifli  nation,  four  times  as  much :  fo  that  we  may  with 
reafon  reckon,  that  the  white  people  in  Virginia,  one  with  another,  produce  twelve 
pounds  to  this  nation  ;  the  reafon  of  which  will  appear,  when  we  confider  the  nature 
of  their  commerce  more  particularly.  But  befides  this,  the  negroes  are  of  great  advan- 
tage to  this  kingdom,  though  of  infinitely  lefs  than  white  people  would  be,  if  they  were 
employed  in  the  fame  work  ;  for  every  one  of  thefe  poor  creatures  confume  yearly 
two  hilling-hoes,  two  weeding-hoes,  two  grubbing-hoes,  befides  axes,  faws,  wimbles, 
nails,  and  other  iron  tools  and  materials.  On  the  whole,  there  can  be  no  fort  of  quef- 
tion,  becauie  it  appears  a  plain  matter  of  faft,  that  thefe  people  neceflfarily  take  off  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  in  the  commodities  of  this  country. 
How  far  it  might  have  been  more  expedient  for  the  infant-colony  to  have  intermarried 
with  the  Indians,  and  thereby  fo  increafed  their  numbers  as  to  have  been  in  a  condition 
to  manage  their  affairs  without  Haves  at  all,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  ; 
but  this  feems  fo  clear  as  to  admit  of  no  difpute,  that  fuch  a  fettlement  would 
have  been  by  far  more  beneficial  to  the  mother-country,  and  out  of  comparifon  more 
commodiousand  fecure  for  the  planters  themfelves.  Eut  I  mention  this  only  incidentally, 
and  that  it  may  pais  the  confideration  of  perfons  better  verfed  in  thefe  things  than  I 
pretend  to  be ;  and,  from  juft  hinting  how  things  might  be,  return  to  the  detail  of  how 
they  really  are. 

1  have  before  ftated  (agreeable  to  what  able  authors  have  afferted  upon  this  fubjeft) 
fome  general  principles  of  computation,  fuch  as  that  every  head  in  this  plantation  may 
be  reckoned  worth  twelve  pounds  a  year  to  this  nation,  which  muit  fcem  prodi- 
gious, and  indeed  fo  does  every  thing  grounded  on  calculation,  to  fuch  as  have  not 
applied  themfelves  thereto  ;  and  fo  they  always  will,  unlefs  clearly  explained,  which  is 

what 
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what  I  fliall  next  attempt,  as  defiring  to  inculcate  ufeful  truths,  capable  of  influencing 
men's  practice,  and  not  to  write  paradoxical  difcourfes  for  my  own,  and  other  people's 
amufemeut.  In  order  to  untie  thefe  knots,  we  mud  confider  that  the  people  in 
Virginia  live  exaflly  as  we  do,  or  rather  more  freely,  in  that  generous,  open,  hofpi- 
table,  and  confequently  expenfive  method  that  prevailed  here  in  the  laft  age.  But  as 
they  are  fupplied  both  wuth  neceflaries  and  conveniences,  with  the  inftruments  of 
labour,  as  well  as  the  means  of  luxury,  from  England  ;  it  follows  of  courfe  that  they 
muft  employ  an  infinite  number  of  hands  to  provide  thefe.  For  it  is  generally  known 
that  thele  demands  muft  be  fupplied  from  thofe  handicrafts  and  mechanics  that  have 
moll  hands  in  their  fervice;  fuch  as  weavers,  flioemakers,  hatters,  ironmongers, 
turners,  joiners,  taylors,  cuttlers,  iiniths,  bakers,  brewers,  ropemakers,  hofiers,  and 
indeed  all  the  mechanics  in  England  ;  their  manufactures  being  good  merchandize  in 
Virginia.  The  commodities  fent  thither,  befides  linnen,  filks,  India  goods,  wine,  and 
other  foreign  manufactures,  are  cloth,  coarfe  and  fine  ferges,  fluffs,  bays,  hats  and 
all  forts  of  haberdafhers'  ware;  hoes,  bills,  axes,  nails,  adzes,  and  other  iron  ware; 
cloaths,  ready  made  ;  knives,  bifket,  flour,  ftockings,  flioes,  caps  for  fervants,  and, 
in  fhort,  every  thing  that  is  made  in  England. 

But  if  they  employ  thefe  people  they  muft  feed  them  likewife,  and  pay  them  their 
wages ;  and  not  only  them,  but  thofe  who  take  the  pains  to  go  between  the  planters 
and  thefe  workmen  ;  by  which  I  mean  the  agents,  merchants,  or  fadors ;  who,  though 
fewer  in  number,  yet  have  their  fervants  and  dependents ;  who,  from  the  nature  of 
their  employments,  expert  to  be  paid  at  a  better  rate.  Neither  is  this  all,  for  when 
things  are  made  and  brought  to  the  factor,  they  are  never  the  nearer  to  the  planter 
in  Virginia,  but  muft  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  new  fet  of  people,  who  are  to  be 
paid  for  the  carriage  of  them  ;  fo  that  now  I  think  the  mofl  common  capacity  may 
underfland  how  the  labour  of  every  head  in  any  plantation  muft  be  worth  four  times 
as  much  to  the  community  of  his  mother-country,  as  if  he  wrought  at  home  ;  for 
if  he  fpends  fo  much,  and  pays  for  what  he  has,  both  of  which  are  undeniable,  his 
labour  muft  produce  fo  much.  This  fliews  the  benefit  of  plantations  to  their  mother- 
country  ;  and  I  hope  there  is  no  need  to  fay  that  this  fhews  how  much  regard  and 
refpedt  is  due  from  thofe  who  manage  the  aftairs  of  the  mother-country,  to  thofe  who 
live  and  labour  for  her  in  the  plantations.  But  becaufe  it  is  not  impoffible  we  may 
err  a  little  in  the  meafure  of  thefe  computations,  and  as  I  am  far  from  defiring  to 
magnify  thefe  advantages  beyond  the  truth,  I  fhall  lay  it  down  as  a  thing  certainly  to 
be  depended  upon,  that  every  white  perfon  in  Virginia,  one  with  another,  is  worth 
to  this  nation  ten  pounds,  which  will  make  the  value  of  the  whole  plantation  equal 
to  an  annuity  of  i, 200,000 1.  to  Great  Britain. 

This  I  think  is  already,  in  a  great  meafure,  demonftrated  ;  but  as  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  many  people  will  ftill  think  full  fatisfadtion  is  not  given  upon  this  head,  if  they  are 
not  fliewn  how  this,  or  at  leaft  the  greateft  part  of  it,  is  received  ;  that  we  may  not 
do  things  by  halves,  my  next  care  fhall  be  to  remove  this  difficulty  likewife.  In  order 
to  this,  we  mult  confider  that  the  trade  of  this  colony,  as  well  as  that  of  Maryland, 
confifts  almoft  entirely  of  tobacco  ;  for  though  the  country  would  produce  feveral 
excellent  commodities  fit  for  trade,  yet  the  planters  are  fo  wholly  bent  on  planting 
tobacco,  that  they  feem  to  have  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  other  improvements.  This 
trade  is  brought  to  fuch  perfeftion,  that  the  Virginia  tobacco,  efpecially  the  fweet- 
fcented,  which  grows  on  York-river,  is  reckoned  the  beft  in  the  world,  and  is  what  is 
generally  vended  in  England  for  a  home  confumption ;  the  other  forts,  called  Oronoac, 
and  that  of  Maryland,  are  hotter  in  the  mouth,  but  they  turn  to  as  good  account, 
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being  in  demand  in  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Germany ;  it  is  therefore  from 
this  commodity  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  be' I  part  of  that  vaft  fum  which  we  have 
mentioned  ;  and  if  we  proceed  diligently,  and  with  attention,  I  dare  fay  we  fhall  not 
fearch  in  vain. 

In  time  of  peace,  I  am  perfuaded,  from  feveral  different  calculations,  and  from  the 
comparifon  of  the  informations  I  have  fought  and  received  from  fuch  as  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  beft  acquainted  with  thefe  matters,  that  there  is  very  little  lefs  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco  exported  every  year  from  this  colony  ;  that  between 
three  and  four  hundred  fhips  are  employed  in  this  trade ;  and  upwards  of  four  thou- 
fand feamen.  If  we  take  things  upon  this  foot,  then  the  hundred  thoufand  hogfheads 
of  tobacco  will  produce  about  the  fum  at  which  I  have  fixed  the  produce  of  this 
colony  to  the  nation  ;  but  it  may  be  faid,  that  if  we  take  tobacco  for  the  commo- 
dities and  manufaftures  that  we  fend  to  Virginia,  it  differs  very  widely  from  an  annuity ; 
and  that  inffead  of  receiving  i,2oo,oool.  from  the  perfons  inhabiting  this  plantation, 
we  return  them  the  mofl  valuable  things  we  have,  to  60,000,000  of  pounds  of  tobacco, 
which  in  itfelf  is  no  necelfary  of  life,  and  which  we  might  very  well  do  without :  thus 
we  are  all  at  fea  again,  and  it  is  my  bufmefs  to  fet  us  once  more  afhore ;  and  if  I  am 
able  to  clear  up  this  lafl  mill,  I  hope  there  will,  for  ever  after,  be  fair  weather  for  the 
plantations. 

In  anfwer  therefore  to  this  objeftion,  which  feems  to  deflroy  all,  and  to  demolifh 
entirely  that  flrudure  which  I  have  been  erecting,  I  fay,  that  flriftly  confidered,  it 
makes  more  in  favour  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  than  all  that  I  have  been  faying  for 
it ;  and  this  I  fhall  be  able  to  make  as  plain  as  any  thing  can  be  made,  in  a  very  few- 
words.  It  is,  I  think,  generally  agreed,  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  firft  brought  tobacco 
into  England,  or  rather,  as  I  apprehend,  had  it  brought  over  to  him  from  this  colony  ; 
and  we  find  the  ufe  of  it  much  recommended  by  the  learned  and  worthy  Mr.  Harriott, 
whom  he  fent  over  thither.  But  we  muft  not  infer  from  thence  that  Virginia 
tobacco  was  always  ufed  here,  fince  the  contrary  is  very  certain  ;  for,  as  the  reader 
has  been  told,  it  was  Sir  George  Yardly  who  introduced  the  planting  and  cultivating 
tobacco  in  that  country  by  the  Europeans,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I. 

Yet  before  this  time  the  praftice  of  taking  tobacco  was  become  fo  common  in 
England,  that  King  James  wrote  a  book  againfl  it.  I  do  not  concern  myfelf  in  the 
controverfy,  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong  in  his  oppofition  to  this  praftice  ;  but  I 
mention  it  to  fhew  that  it  was  become  common,  and  that  the  fafhion  of  ufing  it  was 
growing  llrong.  We  had  mofl  of  our  tobacco  then  from  Brazil,  and  fome  from  the 
Spanifh  plantations  ;  the  price  of  it  was  from  four  to  feventeen  fhillings  a  pound,  and 
if  we  had  come  to  ufe  as  much  of  it  as  we  do  of  the  Virginia  tobacco,  and  had  paid 
for  it  at  the  rate  only  of  five  fhillings,  this  fingle  article  of  luxury  would  have  flood 
us  in  upwards  of  feven  millions  every  year.  I  very  readily  allow  that  this  would  be  a 
very  abfurd  and  improbable  fuppofition,  fince  it  cannot  be  imagined  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
the  common  fort  of  people  either  could  or  would  have  fmoaked  tobacco  ;  but  then  let 
us  confider  what  a  number  of  people  there  are  to  whom  the  dearnefs  of  this  commodity 
would  have  proved  no  reflraint  ;  and  let  us  fuppofe  that  we  fhould,  in  this  refpeft, 
have  been  no  wifer  than  our  neighbours,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  a  very  modeft  and 
rational  fuppofition  ;  we  might  then,  inflead  of  forty  thoufand  hogfheads,  have  con- 
fumed  ten  or  twelve  thoufand,  which  would  have  amounted  to  a  million  or  upwards, 
and  confequently  fo  much  ready  money  is  hindrcd  from  going  out  of  the  nation  by 
the  bringing  in  of  Virginia  tobacco,  which,  viewed  in  this  light,  is  equivalent  to  the 
importing  of  fo  much  filver. 

But 
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But  to  proceed,  befides  the  money  faved  to  the  nation  by  the  ufe  of  this  tobacco,  we 
export  one  way  or  other  fixty  thoufand  hogflicads,  which,  at  five  pound  per  hogfhead, 
amounts  to  300,000!.  excUifive  of  the  duty  of  this  tobacco,  which  is  not  drawn 
back.  I  might  have  taken  another  method  of  reafoning  upon  this  fubjcct,  by  fhewing 
that  whatever  exchange  of  commodities  contributes  to  the  maintenance  and  employment 
of  a  certain  number  of  people,  is  not  only  equal  to,  but  is  really  much  better  than,  an 
annuity  th^t  would  mauitain  the  fame  number  of  people  in  the  fame  way,  had  1  not 
been  inclined  to  render  this  matter  as  evident  as  it  is  polTible.  After  this  I  fhall  make 
but  two  fhort  obfervations,  and  fo  quit  this  part  of  my  fubject. 

The  firft  is,  that  in  cafe  what  we  receive  from  Virginia  in  tobacco  fhould  fall  fhort 
of  the  fum  I  have  computed  we  derive  from  thence,  this  deficiency  is  certainly  made 
up  fome  other  way  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  Virginians  fend  us  other  commodities, 
or  pay  us  with  the  balance  of  their  trade  with  other  places.  The  fecond  obfervation  is, 
that  there  is  not  the  leaft  danger  of  feeing  this  country  over-peopled,  and  thereby 
finking  the  value  of  tobacco,  becaufe  there  are  a  multitude  of  things  to  which  the 
people  may  turn  their  hands  ;  feveral  of  which  have  been  enumerated  already,  and 
therefore  I  Ihall  only  obferve  that  in  the  articles  of  filk  and  iron  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  might  fave  us  300,000!.  a  year,  and  bring  us  in  very  near  the  fame  fum 
from  other  nations.  But  it  is  now  time  to  quit  this  agreeable  topic,  which  however 
is  a  very  hard  talk  for  one  who  has  any  tinfture  of  public  fpirit,  in  order  to  proceed 
with  the  proper  bufinefs  of  this  chapter. 

6.  In  what  we  have  delivered  concerning  Virginia,  we  have  purfued  the  hiftory 
only  of  the  firft  company  eftablifhed  by  King  James's  patent,  called  alfo  the  London, 
or  South  Virginia  company  ;  but  we  are  next  to  account  for  the  condufl:  of  the  other 
adventurers,  or  the  weftern  or  Plymouth  company,  as  they  are  filled  by  the  writers  of 
thofe  times,  who  contented  themfelves  for  fome  years  with  trading  with  the  natives 
of  North  Virginia  for  furs,  and  fifliing  upon  that  coaft.  Two  fhips  being  employed 
in  this  fifhery  in  the  year  16 14,  commanded  by  the  famous  Captain  John  Smith  and 
Captain  Thomas  Hunt :  Captain  Smith  went  on  Ihore,  and  took  a  particular  view  of 
the  country  of  the  Maflachufetts,  and  had  fome  fkirmifhes  with  the  natives;  after  which 
he  returned  to  England,  ordering  Hunt  to  fail  with  the  other  fhip  to  Spain,  and  difpofe 
of  the  fifh  he  had  tahen  there  ;  but  Hunt,  propofing  to  make  a  market  of  the  natives 
themfelves,  as  well  as  of  their  fifh,  after  Captain  Smith  was  gone,  enticed  twenty -feven 
men  of  the  Indians  on  board  his  fhip,  and  then  fetting  fail  with  them  to  Malaga,  fold 
them  there  to  the  Spaniards  for  flaves,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds  a  man,  among 
whom  was  an  Indian  called  Squanto,  afterwards  very  ferviceable  to  the  Englifli. 

This  outrage  was  fo  refented  by  the  Indians  for  the  prefent,  that  all  commerce 
with  them  became  impracticable  ;  nor  was  this  the  firfl;  time  the  natives  had  been 
t^us  violently  carried  away  by  the  Englifh;  for  Captain  Harlow,  in  the  year  1611, 
furprized  one  Epenow,  and  two  more  of  his  countrymen,  and  brought  them  to 
England ;  where  Epenow  learned  Englilh  enough  to  impofe  upon  his  mafters ;  and 
underfianding  that  the  hopes  of  acquiring  mountains  of  gold  was  the  principal  induce- 
ment the  Englifli  had  to  vifit  his  country ;  the  cunning  Indi;m,  in  order  to  get  thither 
again,  pretended  there  was  a  rich  gold  mine  not  far  from  the  country  where  he  waS 
born,  which  he  would  guide  them  to  if  they  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  fit  out  a 
fliip  on  fuch  an  expedition.  This  overture  had  the  fuccefs  Epenow  expeded,  and 
Captain  Hobfon  was  difpatched  the  next  year  with  provifions,  tools,  and  materials, 
proper  to  make  a  fettlement,  and  open  the  mines  Epenow  had  given  them  intelligence 
of.     This  (hip  arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Maflachufetts,  feveral  Vidians  came  on  board, 
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promifing  to  return  again  the  next  day  with  furs  and  other  merchandize  ;  and  they 
did,  indeed,  return,  but  in  an  hoftile  maimer,  with  twenty  canoes  full  of  armed  men  ; 
and  Epenow,  beckoning  to  them  to  approach  nearer  the  Ihip,  jumped  into  the  fea, 
and  made  his  efcape  to  them  ;  whereupon  the  Englifh  fired  upon  the  canoes,  and 
were  anfwered  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  and  feveral  were  wounded  on  both  fides,  among 
whom  was  Captain  Hobfon  himfelf;  after  which  the  captain,  without  attempting 
any  thing  farther,  thougt  fit  to  return  to  England. 

In  the  year  1619,  Captain  Dormer  was  fent  to  New  England,  and  with  him 
Squanto,  the  Indian,  as  an  interpreter,  to  endeavour  to  make  peace  with  the  natives, 
and  fettle  a  colony  in  the  Maflfachufetts  bay,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  the  Indians  would 
not  be  reconciled,  and,  in  a  (kirmifli  with  them,  Dormer  received  further  wounds, 
whereupon  he  proceeded  to  Virginia,  leaving  Squanto  on  fliore  in  New  England.  The 
patentees,  having  met  with  fuch  difcouragement,  were,  at  laft,  fo  much  diflieartened, 
that  they  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  making  a  fettlement ;  however,  other  adventurers 
carried  on  a  trade  to  New  England;  eight  fliips  were  employed  in  it  by  the  merchants 
of  London  and  Plymouth,  this,  and  the  next  year,  and  the  fuccefs  was  fuch,  that  the 
feamen,  who  were  fharers  alfo,  had  each  feventeen  pound  in  fix  months  time,  as  much 
as  thirty  pounds  now,  and  as  good  as  five  pound  a  month,  or  mafl:er's  pay.  It  is 
very  probable  that  the  commerce  might  have  gone  on  in  this  manner  for  feveral 
years,  without  any  thoughts  of  planting,  though  that  was  the  motive  upon  which 
their  patent  was  granted,  fo  early  began  the  fafhion  with  companies,  to  make  that 
their  leaft  care  for  which  they  were  conftituted.  But  it  fo  fell  out,  that  a  congregation 
of  Independents  or  Brownifts,  that  for  the  fake  of  their  religion  had  retired  to  Holland, 
and  formed  themfelves  into  a  church  under  one  Mr.  John  Robinfon,  who  was  their 
minifter,  found  themfelves  more  uneafy  there  than  they  had  been  in  England  ;  and 
therefore  formed  a  projefl:  of  feeking  an  eftablifhment  in  the  New  World,  where  they 
imagined  they  might  enjoy  peace  and  quiet  ;  yet  before  they  could  carry  this  defign 
into  execution,  it  was  neceffary  to  have  King  James's  licence,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  rights  of  the  crown ;  but  to  fecure  them,  when  fettled,  from  being  turned  out, 
either  by  their  own  countrymen  or  ftrangers.  In  order  thereto  they  got  Sir  Robert 
Nanton  to  procure  the  King's  conient  for  their  tranfporting  themfelves  to  America. 
Sir  Robert  aiked  His  Majefty  that  fuch  a  people  might  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience 
under  His  gracious  protection  in  America,  where  they  would  endeavour  the  advance- 
ment of  His  dominions,  and  promote  the  Gofpel :  the  King  replied,  '■'  It  is  a  good 
and  honefl:  propofal,"  and  yielded  to  it. 

This  congregation,  by  their  agents  in  England,  treated  firfl:  with  the  council  at 
Plymouth  for  a  large  trad  of  land  towards  Norembegua  and  New  Scotland;  but 
upon  better  confideration  they  abandoned  their  purpofes,  and  refolved  to  feat  them- 
felves more  to  the  foulhward  on  the  bank  of  Hudfon's-river,  which  falls  into  the  fea 
at  New  York.  To  this  end,  they  contrafted  with  fome  merchants,  who  were  willing 
to  be  adventurers  with  them,  in  their  intended  fettlement,  and  were  proprietors  of  the 
country ;  but  the  contraft  bore  too  hard  upon  them,  and  made  them  the  more  eafy 
in  the  difappointment  they  met  with  in  fettling  on  Hudfon's-river ;  feveral  of  Mr. 
Robinfon 's  congregation  fold  their  eftates,  and  made  a  common  bank  for  a  fund  to 
carry  on  this  undertaking.  The  agents  hired  the  May-Flower,  a  fliip  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  tons,  which  was  freighted  with  proper  goods  and  merchandize,  and  ordered 
to  Southampton,  where  flie  took  aboard  the  company  that  came  from  Holland  with 
Mr.  Brewflcr.  The  whole  company,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  failed 
from  Plymouth,  the  6th  of  September,  and  fell  in  with  Cape  Cod,  on  the  9th  of 

November, 
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November,  an  ill  time  of  the  year  to  begin  building,  planting,  or  indeed  any  hard  and 
difEcult  labour ;  and  nothing  could  be  more  difricult  and  hard  than  theirs  was  like  to 
be :  here  they  refreilied  themfelves  about  halt'  a  day,  and  then  tacked  about  to  the 
fouthward  for  Hudfon's  River;  but  Jones,  the  mafter  of  the  Speedwell,  having  been 
bribed  by  the  Hollanders,  who  intended  themfelves  to  take  poffeflion  of  thofe  parts, 
as  they  did  fome  time  after,  inftead  of  putting  out  to  fea,  entangled  them  among  the 
dangerous  flioals  and  breakers,  where,  meeting  with  a  ftorm,  the  fhip  was  driven  back 
again  to  the  Cape,  upon  which  they  put  into  the  harbour,  and  refolved,  confidering 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  to  attempt  a  fettlcment  there,  and  to  proceed  forward  to  the  bay. 
But  Cape  Cod  not  being  within  the  limits  of  the  land  they  had  a  grant  for  under  the 
patent,  they  ailbciated  themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  by  a  formal  inflrument ;  in  which, 
having  declared  themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  crown  of  England,  they  folemnly  engaged 
fubmilfion  to  the  laws  that  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  made  for  the  good  of  the  colony. 

The  place  they  made  choice  of  to  build  a  town  on  was  very  commodious,  and  the 
country  about  it  not  lefs  agreeable ;  fo  they  refolved  not  to  trouble  themfelves  or  their 
friends  about  obtaining  any  farther  licence,  but  to  rifque  their  fortunes  where  Provi- 
dence had  call  them  ;  in  confequence  of  which  refolution  they  went  hard  to  work 
in  raifing  their  new  town  of  Plymouth,  for  that  was  the  name  they  gave  it,  and  which 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  42  degrees  north.  The  planters  defigned  to  flay  in  the  country, 
including  women  and  ch.ldren,  were  about  an  hundred,  of  whom  only  one  boy  died  in 
the  paflage.  Their  hiftorians  mention  no  more  than  nineteen  families  that  fettled  at 
Plymouth,  and  give  us  the  names  but  of  forty-one  effeflive  men,  among  whom  the 
chief  were  John  Carver,  whom  they  chofe  governor,  William  Bradford,  Edward 
Winflow,  John  Brewfter,  affiftant  to  Mr.  Robinfon,  and  ruling  elder  of  his  church, 
Ifaac  Alerton,  Miles  Standifli,  John  Howland,  Richard  Warren,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Ed- 
ward Tilly,  Chriflopher  Martin,  William  White,  Richard  Clack,  and  Thomas  Engliili. 
But  fuch  were  the  fatigues  this  infant  colony  underwent  the  firfl:  winter,  that  out  of  an 
hundred  planters  filty  died  within  the  fpace  of  two  months ;  and  had  the  Indians  at- 
tacked them,  they  had  probably  all  perifhed,  but  they  met  with  no  difturbance. 

After  they  had  fixed  themfelves  at  Plymouth  Bay,  they  faw  very  few  of  the  natives 
till  the  middle  of  March,  when  Samofet,  one  of  their  fagamores,  or  captains,  came  to 
them  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  gave  them  to  underftand  thev  were  welcome  into  the 
country,  and  that  his  people  would  be  glad  to  trade  with  them ;  and  coming  again  the 
next  day  with  other  Indians,  they  informed  the  Englifli  that  their  great  Sachem,  whom 
they  called  MaiTaffoiet,  had  his  refidence  but  three  days  march  to  the  northward,  and 
intended  them  a  vifit.  And  accordingly  Maflaflbiet  arrived  the  2 2d  day  of  March, 
with  a  retinue  of  fixty  people ;  and,  being  received  by  Captain  Standifh  at  the  head 
of  a  file  ot  mufketetrs,  was  conduced  to  a  kind  of  throne  they  had  prepared  in  one 
of  their  houfes.  I'his  monaixh  vifas  of  a  large  ftature,  middle-aged,  of  a  grave  counte- 
nance, and  fparing  in  his  fpeech  ;  his  face  was  painted  red,  and  both  head  and  face 
fmeared  over  with  oil  ;  he  had  a  mantle  of  deer-fkin,  and  his  breeches  and  ftockings, 
which  were  of  a  piece,  were  all  of  the  fame  materials ;  his  knife  or  tomohawk  hung 
upon  his  bread  on  a  firing,  his  tobacco-pouch  behind  him,  and  his  arms  covered  with 
wild  cat-fkins,  and  in  the  fame  garb  were  his  principal  attendants.  They  did  not  ob- 
ferve  any  marks  of  diftinttion  between  this  pi-ince  and  his  fubjefts,  unlefs  it  were  a 
chain  ol  filh-bones,  which  Maflaflbiet  wore  about  his  neck.  Soon  after  the  Prince  was 
feated,  Mr.  Carver,  the  governor,  came  in,  with  a  guard  of  mulketeers,  whereupon 
Maifaflbiet  rofe  up  and  kifled  him,  after  which  they  both  fct  down,  and  an  entertain- 
ment was  provided  by  the  Indians,  of  which  no  part  appeared  more  acceptable  than 
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the  brandy,  the  Sachem  himfelf  drinking  very  plentifully  of  it.  In  MafllifToiet's  retinue 
was  Squanto,  who  had  been  carried  to  Europe  by  Hunt,  and  brought  to  New  England 
again.  This  Indian,  it  fcenis,  had  a  very  great  affection  for  the  Englifh,  among  whom 
he  had  lived  feveral  years  ;  and  it  was  to  his  fiwourable  reprei'entation  of  the  colony, 
that  the  Sachem  was  induced  to  make  them  this  friendly  vifit ;  and,  at  this  hrfl  meet- 
ing, to  enter  into  an  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  with  the  Englifli,  and  even  to 
acknowledge  King  James  for  his  fovcreign,  and  to  hold  his  dominions  of  him  ;  and, 
as  an  evidence  of  his  fmcerity,  MaiTaffciet  granted  part  of  his  country  to  the  planters 
and  their  heirs  for  ever. 

This  alliance,  being  founded  upon  the  mutual  interefts  of  the  contrafting  parties-, 
was  maintained  inviolably  many  years.  The  Sachem,  who  had  been  informed 
by  Squanto  how  powerful  a  people  the  Englifh  were,  both  by  lea  and  land,  promifed 
himfelf  their  afliflance  againft  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  his  enemies  ;  and  the  Englifli 
ftood  in  no  lefs  need  of  his  friendfliip  to  ellablifli  themfelves  in  that  country.  The 
treaty  being  concluded,  Maffaffoiet  returned  to  his  capital,  leaving  Squanto  with  the 
colony,  who  was  extremely  ferviceable  to  them,  not  only  as  an  interpreter,  but  by 
inftruding  them  how  to  plant  and  manage  their  Indian  corn,  in  piloting  them  along 
the  coaft,  and  fupptying  them  with  fifli,  fowl,  and  venifon.  The  Engliih  Itill  remained 
fickly,  and  many  of  them  died  ;  among  whom  was  Mr.  Carver,  their  governor,  in  the 
month  of  April,  162 1.  The  fcamen  alfo  had  their  fliare  of  illnefs,  inibmuch  that  they 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  fail  till  May,  when  the  fhips  returned  to  England  to  give 
their  friends  an  account  of  the  circumftances  of  the  colony. 

While  thefe  fliips  were  gone  to  or  remained  in  the  Britifli  dommions,  the 
colony  made  choice  of  Mr.  Bradford  for  their  governor,  who  enjoyed  that  poll  for 
many  years,  and  faw  the  plantation  thoroughly  efbblifhed ;  notwithftanding  ihaf,  irj 
his  time,  there  arofe  fuch  differences  about  religion  as  actually  occailoned  great  feuds 
and  jealoufies,  and  feemed  to  threaten  worfe  confequences.  It  may  be  expeded,  that  I 
{hould  give  fome  competent  reafon  for  the  quick  progrefs  of  this  colony  beyond  that 
of  Virginia,  which  met  with  no  fuch  fuccefs  ;  and  this  feems  to  be  the  rather  ncceffary, 
becaufe  at  iird  fight  one  might  be  inclined  to  think  that  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to 
the  fuperior  diligence  and  application  of  the  Weftern  Companv,  in  companion  of 
that  of  London  ;  which  is,  however,  fo  far  from  being  true,  as  in  reality  this  company 
had  no  fhare  at  all  in  the  fending  over  or  eftablilhing  this  flourifhing  plantation.  Oi;> 
the  contrary,  it  was  raifed  by  the  fpirit,  vigilance,  and  ardour  of  the  malcontents  in 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  who,  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  and  when 
they  had  little  hopes  of  getting  the  government  into  their  own  hands,  projeded  the 
fccuring  to  themfelves  a  fafe  retreat  in  New  England,  which  induced  them  to  fend 
thither  fuch  regular  fupplies,  and  thofe  too  under  the  diredion  of  men  very  capable 
of  anfwering  the  ends  for  which  they  were  fent  thither.  We  have  feen  with  what 
wonderful  fuccefs  their  firfl  attempts  were  attended,  and  how  foon  their  new  colony 
was  in  a  condition  to  defend  and  fupport  itfelf,  not  only  without  any  afliflance,  but 
almoft  without  any  notice  from  the  crown,  which  in  the  beginning  they  did  not  defire; 
but  afterwards,  forefeeing  many  inconveniences  that  were  likely  to  attend  this  manner 
of  proceeding,  they  very  prudently  refolved  to  alter  it,  and  to  procure  to  themfelves 
fuch  farther  fecurity  as  appeared  to  them  requifite  towards  attaining  thofe  ends  of 
which  they  were  in  purfuit. 

This,  therefore,  being  the  cafe,  and  the  colony  of  Plymouth  flill  remaining  without 
a  patent,  or  any  title  to  the  lands  they  poffeffed  from  the  North  Virginia  (or  New  Eng- 
land) Company,  fent  over  Mr.  Winllow,  one  of  their  number,  to  folicit  for  both  in  the 
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ear  1624;  an  J  iliis  gentleman  fuccccdcd  beyond  their  expcftation  ;  for  the  charter 
le  procured,  enabled  the  planters  to  eled  a  governor,  a  council,  and  magiftrates,  and 
to  make  laws,  provided  they  were  not  oppofite  to  ours,  or  encroached  on  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown.  After  conducing  the  hiftory  thus  low,  and  fliewing  how, 
where,  and  when  the  firlt  regular  Engliih  fettlement  was  founded  and  fixed  in  this 
country,  now  the  largclt,  belt  improved,  and  molt  populous  of  our  plantations  upon 
the  continent,  I  muft  excufe  myfelf  from  going  farther  in  this  way,  becaufe  it  would 
extend  this  feclion  to  an  unproportionable  length  :  and  becaufe  the  hiltory  of  New 
England  has  been  already  written  by  fcveral  able  men,  much  better  informed  thereof 
than  I  can  poflibly  be ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  be  very  well  content  with  endeavouring, 
in  as  fniall  a  compafs  as  I  can,  to  do  as  much  towards  explaining  the  (late  ot  this 
colony,  as  I  have  already  done  for  that  of  Virginia. 

7.  In  order  to  this,  it  will  be  neccffary  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  New  England, 
fmce  it  differs  thus  far  from  all  our  colonies,  that,  in  reality,  it  is  a  general  name  for 
feveral  of  them,  though  there  is  no  particular  plantation,  or  even  province,  properly 
fo  called.  We  are  therefore  to  obferve,  that  under  this  denomination  was  originally 
comprehended  that  part  of  the  continent  of  North  America,  which  had  been  formerly 
{tiled  North  Virginia  and  Norembegua,  and  the  way  it  acquired  this  name  was  thus  : 
When  Captain  Smith  made  his  voyage  thither,  which  has  been  before  mentioned,  he 
went  afhore,  v.ith  no  more  than  eight  perfons ;  and  at  that  time  drew  a  plan  of  as 
much  of  the  country  as  he  had  feen.  This,  as  I  apprehend,  was  in  the  year  1614  ; 
and  upon  his  return  he  fliewed  the  Prince  of  Wales  his  account  of  the  country,  and 
the  map  he  had  drawn  of  it.  His  then  Royal  Highnefs,  afterwards  King  Charles  I.,  read 
the  one,  and  examined  the  other,  giving  feveral  Englifh  names  to  places  diftinguiflied 
by  Indian  appellations  In  the  book ;  and  from  Captain  Smith's  information  of  the  foil 
and  climate  of  the  country,  called  it  New  England,  which  name  it  has  ever  fince  borne. 
This  work,  thus  feen,  perufed,  and  approved  by  the  Prince,  Captain  Smith  publiflied 
to  the  world,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Defcription  of  New  England,"  in  which  he  gave 
a  very  fair  and  true  account  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  advantages  that  might  be  hoped 
from  a  fettlement  there  ;  in  attempting  of  which,  however,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  taken  prifoner  by  the  French  ;  but  notwithflanding  this,  his  treatife  produced  the 
intended  eftett,and  aftually  brought  about  that  eftablilhment,  of  which  we  have  already- 
given  the  hiltory.  He  likewife  wrote  and  publiflied  another  book,  which  he  called 
"  JSfew  England's  Trials,"  which  was  very  well  received,  infomuch  that  we  may  fafely 
aver,  that  all  the  advantages  derived  fince  to  Great  Britain,  from  the  feveral  fettlements 
made  in  this  large  and  fruitful  country,  are  originally  due  to  the  virtue  and  induftry 
of  this  indefatigable  man. 

The  name  and  bounds  of  this  country  being  thus  fettled,  it  is  neceflary  next  to 
take  notice  of  the  feveral  plantations  made  in  New  England  in  the  proper  order  of  time, 
and  then  we  fhall  fhew  in  what  fituation  they  now  Itand.  We  have  already  given  an 
account  of  New  Plymouth,  which  was  the  firll  of  them ;  and  we  are  next  to  fpcak  of 
that  which,  though  later  in  point  of  time,  is  now  become  the  mofl:  confiderable  in 
every  refpeft,  and  which  had  its  beginning  and  progrefs  much  in  the  fame  mannei* 
with  it.  For  in  the  year  1625  (as  the  New  England  hiltorian  relates)  Mr.  White, 
miniiter  of  Dorcheflcr,  obferving  the  fuccefs  of  the  Plymouth  colony,  projefted  a 
new  fettlement  in  the  Maflachufets  Bay  in  New  England,  and  prevailing  with 
Mr.  Conant,  and  fome  others,  to  go  over,  and  make  choice  of  a  proper  fettlement,  he 
and  his  friends  purchafod  or  procured  a  grant  from  the  North  Virginia,  or  New  Eng- 
land Company,  in  the  year  1622,  to  Sir  Heni7  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  knights; 
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Thomas  Southcot,    John  Humphreys,  and  Simon  Newcomb,  efquires,  their  heirs, 
afTigns,  and  affociates,  of  all  that  part  of  New  England  which  lies  between  the  great 
river  Merimack  and  Charles  River,  at  the  bottom  of  the   Maffachufet's  Bay,  and  all 
lands,  &c.  three  miles  north  of  Merimack  River,  and  three  miles  fouth  of  Charles 
River,  and    in  length,  or  in  longitude,  between  thofe  rivers,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
South  Sea  ;  and  obtained  a  patent  from  King  Charles  I.  to  hold  the  fame  as  of  his 
manor  of  Eafl  Greenwich  in  common  foccage,  yielding  and  paying  to  His  Majefty  a 
fifth  part  of  fuch  gold  and  filver  ore  as  fhould  be  from  time  to  time  found  within  thefe 
limits.     Thefe  gentlemen  having  taken  in  Sir  Richard  Saltonftal,  Mr.  Ifaac  Johnfton, 
Samuel  Addefly,   John  Van,  Matthew  Cradock,  Thomas  GofF,  George   Harwood, 
Samuel  Moor,  and  feveral  more,  the  following  year  1628,  procured  a  new  patent  with 
the  names  of  the  laft-mentioned  gentlemen  inferted,  as  the  proprietors ;  by  which 
patent  they  and  all  others  who  fhould  join  with  them,  were  incorpoi-ated  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  MafTachufets  Bay  in  New  England ;"  and 
were  empowered  to  ele£t  a  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  magiftrates,  and  make 
laws  for  the  good  of  the  plantation,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England ;  and  liberty 
of  confcience  was  granted  to  all  that  fhould  fettle  there.     The  adventurers,  by  virtue 
of  this   patent,  elected   Mr.  Cradock  their  governor,  and  Mr.  Endicot  their  deputy- 
governor,  and  fent  over  the  latter  immediately  to  reinforce  Mr.  Conant,  who  was 
fettled  at  Neumkeak  (now  Salem),  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  New  England,  between  the 
promontories  of  Marblehead  and  Cape  Anrie. 

This  new  colony  was  fupported  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  vigour  as  the  former,  and 
fuch  mighty  embarkations  made  for  its  fervice,  as  fhewed  plainly  enough  of  how  great 
confequence  it  appeared  to  thofe  who  were  its  proteftors  in  England ;  and  fo  much 
they  were  fet  upon  having  fome  man  of  diftinftion  on  the  fpot,  that  in  the  year  1630 
they  chofe  John  Winthorp,  efquire,  governor,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cradock,  who 
declined  going  over ;  and  he  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Dudley  his  deputy-governor : 
both  of  them  embarked  the  fame  year,  with  Sir  Richard  Saltonftal,  Haac  Johnfon, 
efquire,  and  the  Lady  Arabella  his  wife,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  feveral  other  patentees,  on 
board  a  fleet  of  ten  fail  of  large  fhips,  with  about  two  hundred  planters  every  way  com- 
pletely furnidicd  ;  fo  that  foon  after  their  arrival  they  erecled  two  new  fettlements,  the 
one  ftiled  Charles  Tov;n,  on  the  north-fide  of  Charles  River,  and  the  other  Dorchcfter, 
at  the  bottom  of  Maflachufet's  Bay ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Charles  Town  pafTmg  over  to  the  oppofite  fhore,  erefted  Bofton,  which  is  now  the 
capital  of  New  England.  As  new  planters  arrived  every  year,  the  colony  quickly  be- 
came over-flocked ;  and  divifions  breaking  out  amofigll  them,  one  Mr.  Roger  Wil- 
liams, who  was  paftor  of  a  church  of  Brownills,  went  and  fettled  without  this  govern- 
ment, and  called  his  new  plantation  Providence,  which  afterwards  was  united  to  the 
government  of  Rhode  Ifland ;  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  in  its  proper  place. 

In  1635,  arrived  a  larger  fleet  from  England  than  at  any  time  before,  and  amongft 
other  perfbns  of  difl;in«Sl:ion,  who  came  over  in  it,  was  Henry  Vane,  efquire,  fon  to  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  fecretary  of  flate  to  King  Charles  I.  with  whom  the  people  were  fo  taken 
that  they  elected  him  governor,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Winthorp ;  but  as  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  a  very  roving  and  extravagant  genius,  he  quickly  loft  his  credit  with 
them,  and  faw  his  predecefTor  reftored :  upon  which  he  formed  a  projeft  of  erefting 
a  new  plantation  to  the  north-weft  of  the  Maffachufet  s,  which,  however,  he  did  not 
carry  into  execution ;  but  returning  into  England,  was  knighted,  and  made  an  extra- 
ordinary figure  under  the  name  of  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  younger;  as  every  body  knows 
that  is  acquainted  at  all  with  our  hiftory.  But  the  project  for  a  plantation  on  Connec- 
ticut 
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ticut  River  was  not  dropped,  though  Sir  Henry  Vane  did  not  proceed  in  it.  This  fct- 
tlement  was  become  the  more  neceflary,  becaufe  the  Pequct  Indians  began  to  grow 
very  troublefome ;  and  as  the  building  a  town  and  fort  on  that  river  would  make  a 
good  frontier  on  that  fule,  agents  were  fent  to  view  the  country,  who  made  fuch  an 
advantageous  report  of  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  and  largcncfs  of  the  river,  as  made 
many  of  the  planters  of  Newton,  Dorcheiler,  Weatherton,  and  Roxbury  entertain 
thoughts  of  tranfplanting  themfelves  thither,  being  already  ftraightencd  for  room 
where  they  were. 

Mr.  Hooker,  minifler  of  Newton,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thefe  new  adventurers, 
about  a  hundred  in  number,  who  fet  out  in  the  month  of  July,  and  travelling  on  foot 
with  their  children  and  baggage,  about  nine  or  ten  miles  a  day,  came  in  ten  or  eleven 
days  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  they  began  a  town,  which  they  called  Hartford  ; 
after  thefe  qame  another  draught  froni  Dorcheiter,  who  built  a  little  town,  which  they 
called  Windfor ;  a  third  detachment,  from  Waterton,  built  Weathersfield ;  and  a 
fourth  from  Roxbury,  built  Springfield.  The  towns  the  planters  built  on  this  river 
were  fifty  and  fixty  miles  from  its  mouth,  fo  that  the  fhip  freighted  with  provifions  for 
thefe  planters  at  the  Malfachufets,  came  fo  late  in  the  year  that  it  was  frozen  up  at  the 
mouth  of  it,  fixty  miles  from  the  plantation  ;  upon  which  many  of  the  new  adventurers 
travelled  back  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  others  who  attempted  it  were  frozen  to  death. 
The  calamities  which  attended  them  are  fuch  as  all  new  fettlements  are  liable  to  ;  but, 
however,  thofe  that  had  courage  to  flay  till  the  fpring,  carried  on  their  fettlements  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  they  were  not  only  in  a  capacity  of  fubfifling,  but  making  head 
againfl;  their  enemies.  They  had  a  fort  of  commiflion  from  the  government  of  the 
Malfachufets  Bay  ;  but  finding  they  had  extended  their  plantations  beyond  the  limits 
of  that  colony,  they  entered  into  a  voluntary  alTociation  to  obey  the  laws  that  fhould 
be  made  by  proper  perfons  for  the  common  good,  and  chofe  Edward  Hopkins,  efq. 
their  governor  ;  and  in  this  fitualion  they  remained  as  to  conftitution,  till  John  Win- 
thorp,  junior,  efquire,  obtained  an  ample  charter  for  them  from  King  Charles  II. 
authorizing  them  to  elefl:  their  own  governor,  council,  and  magiftrates  ;  and  enacl 
fuch  laws  as  they  thought  mofl  advantageous  to  the  colony,  not  oppofite  to  the  laws  of 
England  ;  the  benefit  whereof  they  enjoy  to  this  day. 

8.  By  that  time  this  fettlement  was  brought  into  tolerable  order,  George  Fenwick, 
efq.  was  fent  to  New  England,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  the  mofl  commodious  fpot 
he  could  find,  for  the  heads  of  that  party  which  had  hitherto  fupported  all  thefe 
colonies  ;  and  it  was  conceived  he  would  execute  his  commiflion  the  more  readily, 
fince  the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  and  Seal,  and  the  Lord  Brook,  two  heads  of  the  party, 
held  lands  on  Connedicut,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  another 
Puritan,  who  held  a  patent  for  all  that  part  of  the  country,  extending  from  the  river 
Naraganfet  forty  leagues,  in  a  flrait  line  near  the  fea-fliore  towards  Virginia,  as  all  the 
continent  fouth  of  New  England  was  then  called,  as  far  as  Florida.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick  affigned  his  grant  to  thefe  two  lords,  Brook  and  Say,  Charles  Fiennes,  efq. 
brother  to  the  Lord  Say,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich  of  the  Warwick  family.  Sir  Richard 
Saltonftall,  Richard  Knightly,  efq.  John  Pym,  efq.  John  Hampden,  efq.  and  Herbet 
Pelham,  efq.  Mr.  Fenwick  feated  himfelf  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  built  a  town 
which  he  called  Say  brook,  in  which  he  was  aflifted  by  Mr.  Winthorp,  junior,  fon  of  the 
governor  of  the  Malfachufets  ;  but  the  gentlemen  for  whom  Mr.  Fenwick  afted,  finding 
matters  grew  more  to  a  head  at  home,  and  forfeeing  they  fliould  be  more  ufeful  there 
for  their  country  and  their  caufe,  gave  over  the  thoughts  of  removing  to  New  England, 
and  authorized  Mr.  Fenwick  to  difpofe  of  their  lands  to  the  colony  of  Connedicut, 

4  who 
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who  were  the  more  willing  to  buy  them  becaufe  they  had  no  title  to  their  plantation 
without  the  limits  of  the  Maffachufets  patent  than  what  polTeflion  gave  them.  The 
very  next  year  there  came  over  fuch  numbers  of  people  to  fettle  in  New  England,  that 
the  old  colonies  were  over-ftocked,  and  there  was  an  abfolute  necelTity  of  looking  out 
for  new  plantations. 

Amonglt  thofe  who  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  fuch  as  were  inclined  to  remove 
in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1637,  were  Theophilus  Eaton,  efquire,  a  noted  merchant  of 
London,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Davenport.  Thefe  gentlemen  finding  there  was  not 
room  at  the  Maffachufets,  and  being  informed  of  a  large  bay  to  the  fouth-wefl:  of  Con- 
nedicut  River  commodious  for  trade,  purchafed  of  the  natives  all  the  land  that  lies 
between  that  river  and  New  York  or  Hudfon's  River  ;  thither  they  removed,  feated 
themfelves  in  the  bay  over  againfl;  Long  Ifland,  and  built  New  Haven  ;  from  whence 
that  colony,  province,  and  government  were  fo  denominated,  as  alfo  Guilford,  Milford, 
Stamford,  and  Brainford  ;  they  alfo  went  over  to  Long  Ifland,  and  made  there  feveral 
fettlements,  ereding  churches  in  all  places  where  they  fettled  ;  but  being  without  the 
limits  of  the  Maflachufets  jurifdiftion,  they  had  no  charter,  and  no  other  title  to  the 
lands  than  what  they  had  from  the  natives  ;  the  men  who  fettled  in  this  colony  were 
generally  Londoners  and  merchants,  who  applied  themfelves  firfl:  to  trade,  after  the 
example  of  Governor  Eaton,  who  had  been  an  eaft-country  merchant,  and  travelliiig 
into  Denmark,  was  employed  by  the  King  as  his  agent  at  that  court.  But  the  new 
comers  met  with  fo  many  loffes,  either  as  novices  in  the  American  trade,  or  fome 
unfortunate  accidents,  that  they  were  difcouraged  in  their  trade,  and  were  going  to 
tranfport  themfelves  to  Maryland  or  Ireland,  until  at  lafl  turning  to  hufbandry,  they 
thrived  wonderfully,  and  thought  no  more  of  removing. 

While  the  fouth-weft  parts  of  New  England  were  thus  filling  with  inhabitants,  the 
north-eafl:  were  not  negleded  :  the  Englifn  very  much  frequented  the  coafl  for  the 
benefit  of  fifhing  and  the  fur  trade,  for  which  that  part  of  the  country  lay  convenient. 
This  put  fome  of  them  on  attempting  a  fettlement  between  the  rivers  Merimack  and 
Sagadahock,  and  it  fucceeded  fo  well  in  a  few  years  that  there  were  two  counties  laid 
out.  New  Hampfhire  and  Main,  and  feveral  towns  built,  as  Dover,  Hampton,  Wells, 
Kittery,  &c.  Thefe  planters  and  traders  being  fettled  without  the  limits  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets colony,  entered  into  a  voluntary  combination,  and  formed  themfelves  into  a 
body  politic,  after  the  example  of  Connecticut  colony  ;  thus  they  continued,  till  being 
wearied  out  with  feuds  and  divifions,  they  petitioned  the  general  court  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets to  be  brought  within  their  jurifdiciion,  which  was  done  :  yet,  in  1684,  they 
made  an  abfolute  refignation  of  their  charter,  and  the  government  has  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  ever  fince.  Thus  the  reader  has  feen,  in  few  words,  the  rife  and 
progi'efs  of  the  feveral  plantations  raifed  in  New  England,  which  had  a  quicker  growth 
than  any  that  were  ever  attempted  from  hence,  or  perhaps  from  any  other  country  ;  for 
in  the  fpace  of  about  twenty  years,  they  had  above  twice  as  many  good  towns,  well  fettled, 
and  the  people  in  a  very  happy  and  thriving  condition ;  and  indeed  it  muft  be  allowed,  the 
inhabitants  were  the  molt  laborious  and  induftrious  that  were  any  where  fettled  in 
America  ;  for  though  they  had  fcarce  any  ftaplc  commodity,  yet  they  made  every  thing 
turn  to  account,  and  that  chiefly,  as  I  have  been  informed,  by  purfuing  fteadily  thefe  two 
maxims :  firfl,  to  fix  themfelves  well,  and  to  raife  one  or  more  good  towns  in  conve- 
nient places,  and  next  to  build  and  freight  fliips  with  fuch  commodities  as  they  had, 
and  to  fend  them  any  where  to  find  a  proper  market. 

9.  The  country  of  New  England  comprehends,  at  prcfent,  four  confiderable  colonies, 
or  governments,  viz.  the  Maflachufets,  which  with  New  Plymouth  and  the  Main  are 

now 
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now  included  in  one  charter ;  New  Hampfliirc,  wliich  remains  a  foparate  government  j 
Conncdicut,  which  hkewife  coiijprehends  New  Haven;  and  Rhode  Ifland,  with  Pro- 
vidence Plantation.  1  he  whole  country  extends  from  41  to  45  degrees  north  latitude, 
and  lies  betwixt  67  and  73  degrees  of  wellern  longitude  ;  bounded  on  the  north-weft 
by  Canada  ;  on  the  north-eait  by  Nova  Scotia  ;  on  the  eaft  and  I'outh  by  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  New  York  ;  llrctching  in  length  fomewhat  more  than  three 
hundred  miles,  and  in  fome  places  it  is  near  two  hundred  in  breadth.  The  air  of  this 
country  is  iliarper  than  ours,  though  it  lies  i'o  much  farther  to  the  fouth,  and  the  winters 
are  longer  and  feverer  than  they  are  here  ;  but  then  their  fummers  are  warmer,  though 
fliorter  than  ours ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  inhabitants  have  the  advantage  of  a  clear 
fky,  which  renders  the  country  very  wholefome ;  fo  that  none  of  our  plantations  agree 
better  with  an  Englifh  conflitution.  Their  longeft  day  at  Bofton  is  about  fifteen  hours, 
and  their  fliortelt  about  nine  ;  the  land,  next  the  fea,  is  generally  low,  and  in  fome 
places  marfliy  ;  but  farther  up,  the  land  rifes  into  hills  ;  along  the  north-eafl  the  country- 
is  rocky  and  mountainous. 

As  it  is  wafhed  by  the  ocean  on  the  eafl  and  fouth,  it  has  many  good  harbours,  fome 
of  them  fo  capacious  as  to  be  able  to  receive  large  fleets.  There  are  few  countries 
better  watered  ;  for,  befides  feveral  fmall  lakes  and  rivulets,  there  are  no  lefs  than  feven 
navigable  rivers.  The  moft  weftern  of  thefe  is  Connefticut  ;  which,  rifing  in  the  north 
of  New  England,  runs  almoft  directly  fouth,  till  it  falls  into  the  fea,  and  runs,  at  leaft, 
two  hundred  miles,  and  navigable  to  a  great  height,  having  at  its  mouth  two  large 
towns,  called  Saybrook  and  Lime  :  to  the  eaft  of  this  lies  the  River  of  Thames,  though 
lefs  confiderahle  than  the  former  ;  it  likewife  runs  fouth,  and  falls  into  the  fea  a  little 
below  New  London.  The  river  Patuxet  rifes  in  the  north-weft  of  the  country  of 
Maffachufets,  and  running  fouth-eaft,  f;\lls  into  a  noble  bay  near  Swanfey  :  the  river 
Meriinack  rifes  in  the  north  of  New  England,  and  runs  direftly  fouth  for  near  one 
hundred  miles,  and  then  turning  eaft,  falls  into  the  fea  between  Salifbury  and  Newbury. 
The  river  Pifcataway  runs  from  weft  to  eaft,  and  falls  into  the  fea  at  Portfmouth,  where 
the  opening  is  fo  large  that  it  affords  a  port  capable  of  receiving  the  largeft  fhips :  the 
river  Saco  rifes  in  the  north  of  New  England,  and  running  fouth,  falls  into  the  fea 
between  the  capes  Porpus  and  Elizabeth  :  the  river  Cai'co  runs  parallel  thereto,  till  it 
falls  into  a  bay  of  its  own  name. 

It  is  owing  to  the  conveniency  of  fo  many  fine  rivers  that  this  country  is  fo  full  of 

large  and  populous  towns;  and  in  the  country  between  the  rivers  there  is  fuch  plenty 

,of  fmall  brooks  and  fprings,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  place  where  water  may  not  be  had, 

by  finking  a  well  to  the  depth  of  ten  foot ;  and,  which  is  another  fingular  advantage, 

the  water  is  almoft  every  where  good  and  fit  for  all  kinds  of  ufes. 

As  to  quadrupeds  or  four-footed  animals,  they  are  here  in  great  plenty,  both  tame 
and  wild  ;  among  the  former  are  cows,  fheep,  goats,  hogs,  and  horfes,  all  originally 
brought  from  England,  but  now  very  numerous  here;  the  latter  are,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  of  a  much  fmaller  breed  than  ours,  but  they  are  fomewhat  larger  than  the  Welfh  : 
they  are,  notwithftanding  the  inferiority  of  their  fize,  extremely  ferviceable ;  and, 
though  they  have  but  one  pace,  and  that  too  not  very  agreeable,  being  a  kind  of  a 
ihuffle,  yet  they  go  at  a  very  great  rate  ;  fome  fay,  not  lefs  than  twenty  miles  an  hour, 
which  would  be  a  little  incredible,  if  fome  New  England  horfes  had  not  been  brought 
over  to  Britain,  which  are  faid  to  have  put  the  matter  beyond  difpute  ;  but  though, 
there  are  plenty  of  thefe  horfes,  yet  they  fell  at  a  good  rate,  twenty  pounds  being  looked, 
upon  to  be  a  very  low  price  for  a  found  horfe  at  the  prime  of  his  age.  As  for  btafts 
t)f  the  forefts  they  have  almoft  all  forts,  fuch  as  deer,  elks,  rackoons,  bears,  wolves^ 

whict\ 
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which  feem  to  be  only  a  kind  of  wild  dogs  ;  which,  when  they  are  taken  very  young, 
may  be  made  tame  ;  foxes,  hares,  rabbets,  fquirrels,  beavers,  martins,  opolTums,  which 
are  fmall  beafts  about  the  fize  of  a  fox,  and  grey  as  a  badger ;  remarkable  for  having 
a  falfe  belly,  in  which  they  hide  their  young,  and  from  whjiice  they  may  be  taken 
without  any  prejudice  either  to  them  or  to  the  bead  itfelf.  They  have  alfo  a  great 
many  cur-do-s,  but  thefe  I  fuppofe  were  originally  from  Europe.  When  the  Englifli 
firft  fettled  here,  they  made  a  great  profit  of  furs,  but  they  are  fmce  much  fallen  in 
their  value.  1  have  been  thefhorter  in  the  accounts  of  thefe  creatures,  which  are  com- 
mon enough  in  other  countries  of  America,  that  I  might  have  the  more  leifure  to 
defcribe  a  creature  which  is  peculiar  almoft  to  New  England  ;  and  which  feems  there- 
fore to  deferve  a  more  particular  defcription. 

The  moofe  is  found  no  where  but  in  North  America,  and  is  one  of  the  noblefl 
creatures  in  the  forefl: :  there  are  two  forts,  the  common  grey  moofe,  by  the  Indians 
called  wampoofe,  (thefe  are  more  like  the  ordinary  deer,  and  like  them  herd  fometimes 
thirty  in  a  company)  and  the  large  and  black  moofe,  of  which  we  have  the  following 
account :  He  is  the  head  of  the  deer  kind,  has  many  things  in  common  with  other  deer, 
in  many  diflers,  but  in  all  very  fuperior.  The  moofe  is  made  much  like  a  deer,  parts 
the  hoof,  chews  the  cud,  has  no  gall,  and  his  ears  large  and  erect;  the  hair  of  the 
black  moofe  is  a  dark  grey,  upon  the  ridge  of  his  back  ten  or  twelve  inches  long,  of 
which  the  Indians  make  belts  ;  he  has  a  very  fhort  tail.  The  New  England  hunters 
have  found  a  flag  moofe  of  fourteen  fpans  in  height  from  the  withers,  reckoning  nine 
inches  to  the  fpan,  that  is  ten  feet  and  an  half;  a  quarter  of  this  venifon  weighed  more 
than  two  hundred  pounds.  A  few  years  ago  a  gentleman  furprifed  one  of  the  black 
moofe  in  his  grounds,  within  two  miles  of  Bolton.  It  proved  a  doe  or  hind  of  the 
fourth  year ;  after  fhe  was  dead  they  meafared  her  upon  the  ground,  from  the  nofe  to 
the  tail  between  ten  and  eleven  feet ;  fhe  wanted  an  inch  of  fcven  feet  in  height.  The 
horns  of  the  moofe,  vihen  full  grown,  are  about  four  or  five  feet  from  the  head  to  the 
tip,  and  have  flioots  and  branches  to  each  horn,  and  generally  fpread  about  fix  feet ; 
when  the  horns  come  out  of  the  head  they  are  round,  like  the  horns  of  an  ox,  about  a 
foot  from  the  head  they  begin  to  grow  a  palm  broad,  and  further  up  (till  wider,  of 
which  the  Indians  make  good  ladles,  that  will  hold  a  pint.  When  a  moofe  goes  through 
a  thicket,  or  under  the  boughs  of  trees,  he  lays  his  horns  back  on  his  neck,  not  only 
that  he  may  make  his  way"  the  eafier,  but  to  cover  the  body  from  the  browfe  or  fcratch 
of  the  woods.     Thefe  prodigious  horns  are  fhed  every  year. 

A  moofe  does  not  fpring  or  rife  in  going  as  deer,  but  ihoves  along  fideways,  throwing 
out  the  feet  like  a  horfe,  in  a  raking  pace.  One  of  thefe  large  black  moofe,  in  his 
common  walk,  has  been  feen  to  flep  over  a  large  gate,  five  feet  high  :  after  you 
unharbour  a  moofe,  he  will  run  a  courfe  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  before  he  turns 
about,  or  comes  to  a  bay  ;  when  they  are  chafed  they  generally  take  to  the  water. 
The  common  deer,  for  a  fliort  fpacc,  are  fwifter  than  a  moofe  ;  but  then  a  moofe  foori 
out-winds  a  deer,  and  runs  much  farther.  The  meat  of  a  moofe  is  excellent  food  j 
and  though  it  is  not  fo  delicate  as  the  common  venifon,  yet  it  is  more  fubflantial,  and 
will  bear  i'aking  ;  the  moofe  is  looked  upon  as  a  great  dainty.  The  black  moofe  are 
rarely  found  above  four  or  five  together  ;  the  young  ones  keep  with  the  dam  a  full 
year.  A  moofe  calves  every  year,  and  generally  brings  two  ;  they  bring  forth  their 
young  ones  (landing,  and  the  young  fall  from  thciir  dam  upon  their  feet.  The  time  of 
their  bringing  forth  is  generally  in  the  month  of  April. 

The  moofe  being  very  tall,  and  having  very  fhort  necks,  do  not  graze  as  the  common 
deer,  other  cattle,  &c.  do,  and  if  at  any  time  they  cat  grafs,  it  is  the  top  of  that  which 
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grows  very  high,  or  on  ftcep  rifing  ground  ;  in  the  funimer  they  feed  upon  plants, 
herbs,  and  young  Ihrubs,  that  grow  upon  the  hmtl,  but  moilly,  and  with  the-greated 
delight,  on  water  plants,  efpccialiy  a  fort  of  wild  co!t'«-foot  and  lilly  that  abound  in 
their  ponds  and  near  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  for  which  the  moofe  will  wade  far  and 
deep  ;  and  by  the  noife  they  make  in  the  water,  the  hunters  often  difcover  them.  In 
the  winter  they  live  upon  browfe,  or  the  tops  of  buflies  and  young  trees,  and  being 
very  tall  and  ftrong,  they  will  bend  down  a  tree  as  big  as  a  man's  leg  ;  and  where  the 
browfe  fail  them  they  will  cat  off  the  bark  of  fomc  fort  of  trees  as  high  as  they  can 
reach  ;  they  generally  feed  in  the  night,  and  lie  ftill  in  the  day.  The  (kin  of  the  moofe, 
when  well  dreffed,  makes  excellent  buft'j  the  Indians  make  thsir  fnow-flioes  of  them. 
Their  way  of  dreiling  it,  which  is  very  good,  is  thus  :  After  they  have  haired  and 
grained  the  hide,  they  make  a  lather  of  the  moofe's  brains  in  warnl  water,  and  after 
they  have  foaked  the  hide  for  fome  time,  they  (tretch  and  fupple  it. 

There  is  hardly  greater  variety  and  plenty  of  fowl  any  where,  fuch  as  turkies,  geek, 
partridges,  ducks,  herons,  ftorks,  heath-cocks,  fwans,  wigeons,  dapers,  black-birds  ;  all 
ibrts  of  barn-door  fowl,  crows,  ravens,  cormorants,  &c.  Vaft  flights  of  pigeons  come 
and  go  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year. 

I'he  fifli  in  the  fea  and  rivers  here  are  excellent,  and  in  vaft  abundance,  as  cod,  thorn- 
back,  flurgcon,  falmon,  haddocks,  herrings,  mackrel,  fmelts,  eels,  lampreys,  fharks, 
feals,  porpuffes,  grampuffes,  whales,  and  other  fifli,  great  and  fmall.  The  beft  months 
for  fifliing  are  March,  April,  May,  and  June.  Six  or  feven  ftar-fifli  were  formerly 
taken  off  the  fhore  near  Nantucket,  of  which  Governor  Winthorp  gave  the  Royal 
Society  an  account,  having  obferved  that  this  fifli  divides  itfelf  into  no  lefs  than  81,920 
fmall  parts  by  branchings,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  works  of  the  creation. 
Some  years  fince  there  ftranded  on  the  coafl  of  New  England  a  dead  whale,  of  the  fort 
which  in  fiflier's  language  is  called  trumpo,  having  teeth  like  thofe  of  a  mill,  its  mouth 
at  a  good  diftance  from  and  under  the  nofe,  and  feveral  partitions  in  the  nofe,  out  of 
which  run  a  thin  oily  fubftance  they  candied  ;  the  remainder,  which  proved  a  thick  fat 
fubftance,  being  fcraped  out,  was  faid  to  be  the  fpermaceti.  We  have  fome  very 
cui-ious  accounts,  not  only  of  this,  but  of  other  kinds  of  whales,  by  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Dudley,  which  for  want  of  room  I  omit ;  and  alfo,  becaufe,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  men- 
tion this  fubjecl  again  more  largely  in  another  place. 

We  will  now  proceed  from  the  animal  to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  which  is  in  full  as 
flourifliing  a  condition,  and  yields  very  little  to  any  country  in  America.  There  is 
plenty  of  good  timber  in  the  woods  and  fwamps  of  New  England  ;  but  that  plenty  is 
fo  much  leffencd  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  fea,  that,  we  are  told,  there  is  a 
necefhty  of  a  law  to  prevent  the  wafle  of  woods,  which  three  or  fourfcore  years  ago 
the  planters  would  have  been  glad  to  have  feen  wafted.  Oak,  elm,  fir,  afli,  cyprefs, 
fine  chefnut,  walnut,  cedar,  beech,  afpin,  faffafras,  and  fliumack,  are  common  here; 
their  fir  is  of  an  extraordinary  growth  for  mafts,  yards,  and  planks.  The  fhumack  is 
of  ufe  for  dyers  and  tanners  ;  and  as  there  is  no  want  of  hides  or  fkins,  nor  bark, 
there  muft  be  much  leather  in  New  England,  if  thofe  advantages  are  improved  ;  the 
oak  has  fupplied  the  fliipwrights  for  building  ;  the  fir  produces  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  and 
turpentine.  All  forts  of  garden  and  orchard  trees  grow  in  perfedion,  fo  that  it  is  no 
hard  thing  for  one  planter  to  make  a  hundred  hogflieads  of  cyder  in  a  feafon,  and  the 
export  of  apples  to  the  fugar  iflands  is  one  of  the  conftant  articles  in  the  trade  of  the 
province. 

It  is  affirmed,  their  apples  are  larger  and  fweeter  than  ours  in  England  ;  and  the 
fame  obfervation  extends  to  their  plums,  cherries,  peaches,  pears,  &c.     All  forts  of 
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roots  for  the  table  are  in  great  plenty  here,  as  turnips,  parfnips,  carrots,  radiflies,  much 
larger  and  richer  than  in  England,  though  originally  their  feeds  came  from  hence. 
There  are  alfo  pompions  and  onions,  good  ftore  of  water-melons  ;  and  fquaflies  grow 
here,  perhaps  from  feeds  that  were  firft  brought  from  Portugal  ;  whither  the  traders 
here  have  long  fent,  and  flill  fend,  their  fifh  in  great  quantities.  Flax  and  hemp  grow- 
as  naturally  here  as  in  any  country  on  the  Baltic,  and  in  as  great  perfection  ;  oats, 
barley,  peas,  beans,  and  indeed  every  thing  of  this  kind,  fucceed  as  well  as  can  be 
wilhed  ;  but  amongfl:  them  all,  there  is  nothing  fo  much  planted  as  Indian  corn,  of 
which  Mr.  Winthorp  having  given  a  large  account  to  the  Royal  Society,  we  fhall  take 
as  much  as  is  neceflary  for  ours,  or  the  reader's  purpofe,  from  thence,  and  infert  it  here. 

The  natives  called  it  Weachin,  and  in  fome  fouthern  parts  of  America  it  is  known  by 
the  name  of  mails  or  maize  ;  the  ear  is  a  fpan  long,  compofed  of  eight  rows  of  grain, 
or  more,  according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground,  about  thirty  grains  in  a  row ;  it  is  of 
various  colours,  as  red,  white,  yellow,  blue,  olive,  greenilh,  black,  fpeckled,  ftriped,  and 
fometimes  in  the  fame  field,  and  in  the  fame  year  ;  but  the  white  and  yellow  is  the  moft 
common  ;  the  ear  is  defended  from  the  cold  and  ftorms  by  ftrong  thick  hulks,  the 
ftalks  grow  fix  or  eight  feet  high  ;  that  of  New  England  is  not  quite  fo  tall  as  that  of 
Virginia,  and  at  Canada  it  is  Ihorter  than  at  New  England  ;  'tis  jointed  like  a  cane,  and 
full  of  fweet  juice,  like  the  fugar  cane,  and  a  fyrup  as  fweet  as  fugar  may  be  made  of 
it,  as  has  been  often  tried  ;  at  every  joint  there  are  long  flags,  and  at  the  top  a  branch 
of  flowers  like  rye  bloffoms. 

It  is  generally  planted  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May.  In  the 
northern  parts  the  Mohawk  corn  is  not  planted  till  the  middle  of  June,  and  yet  is  ripe 
infeafon.  The  fl:alks  of  this  fort  are  fliort,  and  the  ears  near  the  bottom,  and  are  of 
feveral  colours.  The  manner  of  planting  maize  is  in  rows,  at  equal  diftance  every  way, 
about  five  or  fix  feet;  the  earth  is  opened  with  a  hoe  four  inches  deep,  and  four  or  five 
grains  are  thrown  into  it,  at  a  little  difliance  from  one  another  in  the  breadth  of  a  hoe, 
then  they  are  covered  with  earth  ;  if  they  grow  the  crop  will  anfvver.  The  corn  is 
weeded  at  a  hand's  length,  and  the  earth  is  loofened  about  it  with  a  hoe.  This  labour 
mufl:  be  repeated  as  the  weeds  come  up  ;  when  the  ftalk  begins  to  grow  high,  a  little 
earth  fliould  be  drawn  about  it,  and  on  putting  forth  the  ear  lb  much  as  to  make  a  little 
hill,  like  a  hop-hill.  It  is  ripe  about  the  middle  of  September  ;  it  mufl.  be  ftripped  as 
foon  as  gathered,  unlefs  it  is  laid  thin,  to  prevent  its  growing  mouldy  or  fjjrouting.  The 
common  way  is  to  move  the  ear  together,  in  long  traces,  by  fome  part  of  the  hulks  left 
thereon,  which  is  called  tracing.  Thefe  traces  they  hang  upon  bearers,  without  doors, 
and  will  keep  fo  all  winter  good  and  fweet.  The  Indians  thrafli  it  as  they  gather  it. 
They  dry  it  well  on  matts  in  the  fun,  and  bury  it  in  holes  in  the  ground,  lined  with 
mofs  or  matts,  which  are  their  barns.  The  Englifli  of  late  plant  it  with  the  help  of  the 
plough;  they  turn  up  fingle  furrows,  fix  feet  difl.ance;  then  plough  acrofs,  at  the 
fame  diftance,  throw  in  the  corn  where  ihcfe  meet,  and  cover  it  with  a  hoe,  or  run 
another  furrow  over  it  with  the  plough. 

The  Indians  boil  it  till  it  becomes  tender,  and  cat  it  with  fifh  or  vcnifon  inftead  of 
bread  ;  fometimes  they  bruife  it  in  mortars,  and  fo  boil  it.  The  moft  ufual  way  is  to 
parch  it  in  aflies,  ftirring  it  fo  artificially  as  to  be  very  tender,  without  burning  ;  this 
they  fift  and  beat  in  mortars  into  fine  meal,  which  they  eat  dry,  or  mixed  with  water. 
The  Englifh  mix  it  into  a  ftiff  parte,  make  bread  of  it,  which  they  bake  all  day  or  all 
night.  The  bell  fort  of  food  which  is  made  of  it  is  called  lamp  :  to  make  it,  the  corn 
is  watered  half  an  hour,  beaten  in  a  mortar  to  the  bignefs  of  nee,  fitted,  boiled,  and 
eaten  with  milk,  or  butter  and  fugar,  like  rice  ;  and  this  feems  to  be  fo  good  and  whole- 
feme 
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fonie  a  diet,  that  'tis  a  ftrangc  fort  of  folly  in  fome  that  defpife  it  becaufe  it  is  Indian 
corn  ;  and  the  Indians  have  no  other  corn  to  eat.  The  Englilh  have  alfo  made  good 
beer  of  it  by  making  it,  or  making  it  of  bread;  when  they  malt  it,  it  muft  chit  both 
ways,  root  and  blade  ;  to  do  which  they  heap  it  up  at  a  convenient  time,  then  take 
away  the  top  of  the  earth  of  a  garden-field,  two  or  three  inches  deep  ;  after  which 
they  cover  the  ground  with  the  corn  and  the  corn  with  the  earth  ;  when  the  plat  is 
green  all  over  with  the  corn-fprouts,  which  it  will  be  in  about  ten  days,  it  muft  be 
taken  up,  the  earth  fliaken  from  it  and  dried,  and  then  waflied  and  dried  again  on  a 
kiln  J  this  makes  the  malt  and  that  the  beer,  which  will  be  pleafant,  wholefome,  and  of 
a  brown  colour.  The  beer  made  of  bread  is  more  durable,  and  altogether  as  pleafant ; 
to  make  this  they  cut  the  bread  into  great  lumps  as  big  as  a  man's  fift,  mafh  and 
manage  it  as  they  do  malt ;  adding  or  omitting  hops,  of  which  they  have  enough,  and 
as  good  a  fort  of  their  own  as  is  delired.  No  Indian  corn  grows  wild  nov/ ;  but  both 
that  and  kidney-beans  were  found  among  the  natives.  The  Indians  have  a  tradition 
that  the  firft  grain  of  corn  was  brought  thither  by  a  black-bird,  and  the  firft  bean  by  a 
crow. 

We  are  now  to  proceed  from  the  defcription  of  the  country,  and  an  account  of  its 
produce,  in  which  we  ought  by  all  means  to  include  iron  ore,  of  which  there  is  in  this 
country  great  plenty  :  I  fay  our  method  leads  us  to  go  on  to  the  political  ftate  and  con- 
dition of  this  colony,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Englifli  therein  may  be  rendered  more 
obvious,  and  be  the  better  apprehended.  In  order  to  do  this  as  fuccindlly  as  poflible, 
we  fliall  obferve  there  are  very  few  countries  in  which  fo  many  different  forms  of 
government  have  prevailed  within  fo  narrow  a  fpace  of  time  as  in  New  England.  At 
the  firft  going  over  of  the  people  thither  they  framed  a  government  of  their  own,  and 
afterwards  procured,  as  themfelves  boaft,  or  fome  of  their  writers  have  boafted  for 
them,  the  eftablifhment  of  a  republic,  by  virtue  of  a  patent  from  King  James  I.  which, 
however,  they  managed  fo  indifferently,  and  were  guilty  of  fuch  flagrant  opprelTions, 
on  account  of  differences  in  religion,  that  their  charter  was  in  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  II.  declared  forfeited ;  and  though  it  was  renewed  under  the  reign  of  King 
William,  yet  it  was  under  various  reftriftions,  and  with  feveral  material  alterations ;  fo 
that  we  may  fafely  affirm  that  there  are  at  prefent  three  kinds  of  governments  eftablifhed 
by  lawin  thofe  four  colonies;  which, as  we  before  obferved,  are  eftablifhed  within  the  limits 
of  New  England.  The  firft  kind  of  government  I  fliall  mention  is  that  old  form  of  charter 
government  which  allows  the  people  to  chufe  annually  their  own  governors,  deputy- 
governors,  council,  and  affembly,  with  all  their  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  to  make 
fuch  laws  as  to  them  fhall  feem  expedient,  provided  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  Gi-eat  Britain.  This  kind  of  government,  which,  I  believe,  is  more  independent 
than  that  of  any  colony  belonging  to  any  other  nation  in  the  world,  is  enjoyed  in  its  full 
extent  by  the  people  who  inhabit  the  plantations  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Illand  ;  but 
they  make  a  very  different  ufe  of  it  ;  for  thofe  of  the  firft-mentioned  colony  are  veiy 
ftrid:  in  point  of  religion,  whereas  thofe  in  Rhode  Ifland  are  the  freeft  in  that  refpeft 
of  any  in  the  world  ;  for  there  are  among  them  people  of  all  religions,  or  rather  of 
all  thofe  fedts  into  which  Proteftants  are  divided,  but  without  the  lealt  prejudice  to  their 
temporal  concerns,  every  man  being  alike  capable  of  magiftracy  ;  and  with  refped  to 
an  eftablifhed  church  there  is  none,  but  each  body  of  Chriftians  five  according  to  their 
own  fyftcm,  and  chufe  and  pay  their  minifters  as  they  think  fit.  The  great  colony  of 
Maffachufets  is  likewife  a  charter-government,  but  the  appointment  of  the  governor 
lieutenant-governor,  fecretary,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  admiralty,  is  vefted  in  the 
crown.     The  people   have  not  only  the  choice  of  the  alferably  but  of  the  council ; 
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upon  which,  however,  the  governor  in  his  turn  has  a  negative  ;  and,  by  virtue  of  his 
commiffion  as  captain-general,  has  the  power  of  the  niihtia  ;  fo  that  here  the  fupreme 
authority  rcfls  neither  in  the  governor  nor  the  people,  but  in  them  both,  whenever 
they  can  agree  to  exert  it.  The  government  of  New  Hampfliire  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of  Virginia  and  other  colonies. 

The  capital  of  this  country  is  Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  within  the  pro- 
vince of  Maffachufet  Proper  :  it  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  42  degrees  20  minutes 
north,  and  in  7 1  degrees  of  longitude  weft  from  London ;  it  ftands  on  a  peninfula 
about  four  miles  in  circumference,  at  the  bottom  of  a  fine  bay  of  the  fea,  at  the 
entrance  whereof  are  feveral  rocks  which  appear  above  water,  and  above  a  dozeitfmall 
iflands,  fome  of  which  are  inhabited.  There  is  but  one  fafe  channel  to  approach  the 
harbour,  and  that  fo  narrow  that  two  fhips  can  fcarce  fail  through  abreaft  ;  but  within 
the  harbour  there  is  room  enough  for  five  hundred  fail  to  lie  at  anchor.  The  entrance 
is  defended  by  the  caftle  of  Fort  William,  on  which  are  one  hundred  guns  mounted, 
twenty  of  which  lie  in  a  platform,  level  with  the  water,  fo  that  it  is  fcarce  pofllble  for 
an  enemy  to  pafs  the  caftle  ;  and,  to  prevent  furprize,  they  have  a  guard  placed  on  one 
of  the  rocks  about  two  leagues  diftant,  on  which  alfo  there  ftands  a  little  houfe,  from 
whence  they  make  fignals  to  the  caftle  when  any  fliips  come  near  it  :  there  is  alfo  a 
battery  of  great  guns  at  each  end  of  the  town,  which  commands  the  harbour,  to  the 
fire  whereof  any  enemy  would  be  expofed  if  he  fliould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  pafs  the 
caftle. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  there  is  a  pier  near  two  thoufand  feet  in  length,  with  ware- 
houfes  for  the  merchants  on  the  north  fide  of  it;  and  ftiips  of  the  greateft  burden  may 
come  up  clofe  to  the  pier  and  unload,  without  the  help  of  boats.  The  greateft  part  of 
the  town  of  Bofton  lies  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent  about  the  harbour,  the  country  beyond 
rifing  gradually,  and  affording  a  nioft  delightful  profpeft  from  the  fea.  There  are  in 
it  feveral  ftreets,  not  much  inferior  to  the  bcft  in  London,  the  chief  of  which  runs 
from  the  pier  up  to  their  town-houfe  or  guild-hall,  a  handfome  building,  where  are 
walks  for  the  merchants,  as  on  the  exchange  ;  and  there  alfo  are  the  council-chamber, 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  their  courts  of  juftice,  the  exchange  being  furrounded 
with  bookfellers-ftiops,  who  have  trade  enough  to  employ  five  printing-preffes.  There 
are  ten  churches  of  all  denominations,  of  which  fix  are  Independents,  the  nioft  pre- 
vailing party  in  New  England  ;  and  the  number  of  fouls  in  the  town  of  that  perfuafion 
may  be  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand.  The  epifcopal  church  is  handfomely  built 
and  adorned,  and  the  congregation  faid  to  be  about  a  thoufand  in  number.  Their 
church  furniture  and  fome  pieces  of  plate  were  given  them  by  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  and  their  organ  by  Thomas  Brattley,  efquire.  There  is  alfo  in  this 
church  a  magnificent  feat  for  the  governor,  who  comes  thither  when  he  happens  to  be 
of  the  church  of  England.  Bofton  is  the  moft  flourifliing  town  for  trade  in  Englifh 
America,  and  there  are  feveral  hundred  fail  of  fliips,  brigantines,  and  other  veffels, 
annually  loaded  here  with  timber,  beef,  pork,  fifh,  and  other  commodities,  for  Europe 
or  the  American  iflands  :  their  merchants  and  tradefmen  are  a  polite  fort  of  people, 
many  of  them  having  travelled  into  Europe,  or  converfcd  with  foreigners  of  feveral 
nadons  at  home  :  their  houfes  are  elegantly  furniflicd,  and  their  tables  as  well  ferved  as 
thofe  of  the  merchants  and  tradefmen  of  London  ;  all  manner  of  provifions  being  as 
plentiful  as  in  any  town  in  Old  England. 

A  late  writer  tells  us  in  relation  to  the  fortrefs  before-mentioned,  that  it  is  a  beautiful 
caftle,  by  far  the  fineft  piece  of  military  architefture  in  Britilh  America  ;  being  a  quarry 
furrounded  by  a  covered  way,  and  joined  with  two  lines  of  communication  to  the  main 
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battery,  as  alfo  a  line  of  coinmunication  from  the  main  gate  to  a  redoubt,  to  prevent 
any  enemies  landing ;  and  the  battery  is  fituated  fo  near  to  the  channel,  as  to  hind^-r 
fliips  coming  up  to  the  town,  which  mud  all  come  within  piftol-fliot  of  it.  In  time  of 
peace  there  is  but  one  company  on  duty  in  the  caftle ;  but  in  time  of  war,  there  are 
five  hundred  able  bodied  men,  exempted  from  all  other  military  duty,  to  attend  the 
fervice  of  the  caftle  at  an  hour's  warning,  when  the  fignal  is  given  from  the  night- 
houfe  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  The  caflle  thereupon  makes  a  fignal  to  the 
town ;  and  if  five  fhips  or  more  appear  in  time  of  war,  the  neighbouring  country  is 
alarmed,  by  firing  a  beacon.  In  this  city  commonly  the  governor  refides  ;  here  the 
general  court  and  alTembly  meet,  and  almofl:  all  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  province  is 
here  traiu'aded.  The  number  of  houfes  is  computed  at  four  thoufand  four  hundred  ; 
the  number  of  people  at  about  twenty-four  thouiand  ;  and  the  fliipping  of  this  port  is 
computed  at  between  fix  and  feven  hundred.  There  are,  befides  this,  feveral  great 
towns  and  good  ports  and  a  multitude  of  fmall  ones,  in  New  England ;  but  I  have  not 
room  to  enter  into  more  particular  accounts. 

As  to  the  number  of  people,  writers  differ  extremely,  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  know 
which  is  in  the  right ;  but  the  following  about  twenty  years  ago  was  faid  to  be  the 
bed  authority  ;  viz.  that  in  the  Mafiachufets  colony  there  were  eighty  thoufand  fouls  ; 
in  that  of  Connefticut,  thirty  thoufand  ;  and  in  Rhode  Ifland,  ten  thoufand  ;  in  the 
whole,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand :  but  I  am  perfuaded  that,  at  prefent,  they 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  at  lead. 

The  commerce  of  thefe  colonies  is  very  confiderable,  and  extends  itfelf  over  all 
America,  and  into  fome  parts  of  Europe ;  they  furnifli  our  fugar- colonies  with  fifh, 
cattle,  boards,  hoops,  pipe-daves,  bark,  fkins,  butter,  cheefe,  oil,  tallow,  corn,  apple.--, 
turpentine,  &c.  and  this  in  luch  vad  abundance,  that  it  is  computed  the  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes  alone  takes  off  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  every  year;  they 
deal  befiJes  with  the  other  fugar-colonies,  fometimes  with  the  French,  largely  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  they  fiiip  off  prodigious  quantities  of  fifh  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 
They  take  from  us  all  kinds  of  mercery  goods,  linen,  dockings,  fhoes,  fail-cloth, 
cordage,  haberdadiery  ware,  and  a  vad  many  other  things ;  in  return  they  build  a 
prodigious  number  of  fliips,  and  export  a  vad  quantity  of  mads,  plank,  and  yards,  fijr 
the  royal  navy  ;  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  fldns,  furs,  oil,  whale-fins,  logwood,  and  other, 
commodities. 

The  obfervations  made  by  the  famous  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  reference  to  this  colony,. 
are  very  well  worthy  our  notice,  as  they  will  lead  us  to  form  the  trued  judgment 
poffible,  as  to  that  important  point,  what  the  profit  is  which  refults  to  this  kingdom, 
from  our  plantations  in  New  England  ;  upon  which  he  reafons  in  the  following  manner  : 
"  id.  All  our  American  plantations,  except  the  New  England,  produce  commodities 
of  different  natures,  as  fugar,  tobacco,  cocoa,  wool,  ginger,  fundry  forts  of  dyeing 
woods,  &c. :  whereas  New  England  produces  generally  the  fame  we  have  here  ;  viz. 
corn  and  cattle  ;  fome  quantity  of  fifh  they  do  likewife  kill,  but  that  is  taken  and 
cured  altogether  by  their  own  inhabitants,  which  prejudices  our  Newfoundland  trade ; 
where,  as  has  been  faid,  very  few  are,  or  ought,  according  to  prudence,  to  be  employed 
in  thefe  fifheries  but  the  inhabitants  of  ()ld  England.  The  other  commodities  we 
have  from  them  are  fome  few  great  mads,  furs,  and  train  oil,  of  which  the  yearly 
value  amounts  to  very  liitle  ;  the  much  greater  value  of  returns  from  thence  being 
made  in  fugar,  cotton,  wool,  tobacco,  and  fuch  like  commodities,  which  they  firll 
receive  from  fome  other  nf  His  Majedy's  plantations,  in  barter  for  dry  cod-fi(h,  fait, 
n\ackarel,  beef,  pork^  bread,  beans,  flour,  pcafe,  ;5cc.  which  they  fupply  Barbado.s, 
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Jamaica,  &c.  with,  to  the  diminution  of  the  vent  of  thofe  commodities  from  this  king- 
dom ;  the  great  experience  of  which,  in  our  own  Weft  India  plantations,  would  foon 
be  found  in  the  advantage  of  the  value  of  our  lands  in  England,  were  it  not  for  the 
vaft  and  almoft  incredible  fupplies  thofe  colonies  have  from  New  England. 

"  2dly.  The  people  of  New  England,  by  virtue  of  their  primitive  charters,  being 
not  fo  ftrictly  tied  to  the  obfervation  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  do  fometimes  affume 
the  liberty  of  trading,  contrary  to  the  a£l  of  navigation ;  by  reafon  of  vi'hich  many  of 
our  American  commodities,  efpecially  tobacco  and  fugar,  are  tranfported  in  New 
Englifh  flilpping,  direclly  into  Spain,  and  other  foreign  countries,  without  being  landed 
in  England,  or  paying  any  duty  to  His  Majefty  ;  which  is  not  only  a  lofs  to  the  King, 
and  prejudice  to  the  navigation  of  Old  England,  but  alfo  a  total  exclufion  of  the  Old 
Englifh  merchant  from  the  vent  of  thofe  commodities  in  thofe  ports  where  the  New 
Englifh  vefTels  trade ;  becaufe  there  being  no  cuftom  on  thofe  commodities  in  New 
England,  and  a  great  cuftom  paid  on  them  in  Old  England ;  it  muft  necetlarily  follow 
that  the  New  Englifli  merchant  will  be  able  to  afford  his  commodity  much  cheaper 
than  the  Old  Englifli  merchant ;  and  thofe  that  can  fell  cheapeft,  will  infallibly  engrofs 
the  whole  trade  fooner  or  later. 

"  3'^^Y-  Of  "il^  the  American  plantations,  His  Majefty  has  none  fo  apt  for  the  build- 
ing of  Ihipping  as  New  England,  nor  none  comparably  fo  qualified  for  the  breeding  of 
feamen,  not  only  by  reafon  of  the  natural  induftry  of  that  people,  but  principally  by 
reafon  of  their  cod  and  mackarel  fiflieries ;  and,  in  my  poor  opinion,  there  is  nothing 
more  prejudicial,  and  in  profpeft  more  dangerous,  to  any  mother-kingdom,  than  the 
increafe  of  fliipping  in  her  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces. 

"  4thly.  The  people  that  evacuate  from  us  to  Barbadoes  and  the  other  Weft  India 
plantations,  as  was  before  hinted,  do  commonly  work  one  Englifli  to  ten  or  eight 
blacks ;  and  if  we  kept  the  trade  of  our  faid  plantations  entirely  to  England,  England 
would  have  no  lefs  inhabitants,  but  rather  an  increafe  of  people,  by  fuch  evacuation, 
becaufe  that  one  Englifliman,  with  ten  blacks  that  work  with  him,  accounting  what 
they  eat,  ufe,  and  wear,  would  make  employment  for  four  men  in  England,  as  was 
faid  before ;  whereas,  peradventure,  of  ten  men  that  iffue  from  us  to  New  England 
or  Ireland,  what  we  fend  to  or  receive  from  them  does  not  employ  one  man  in 
England." 

But  with  great  fubmiflion  to  fo  knowing  a  man  and  fo  able  a  judge  as  he  was  in 
thefe  matters,  what  he  has  delivered  upon  this  fubjeft,  though  hitherto  received  with 
general  approbation,  is  liable  to  many  objeftions,  which,  being  duly  confidered,  will 
give  the  ftate  and  utility  of  this  colony  another  afpeft.  For  with  refpeft  to  his  firft 
head  of  objedions,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  New  England  that  they  have  not  a  ftaple  com- 
modity, as  well  as  the  fugar  and  tobacco  plantations,  but  it  is  our  own ;  fince  we 
might  be  furniflied  from  thence  with  as  great  plenty,  and  in  as  great  perfcttion,  as 
froni  any  part  of  the  Baltic,  with  all  the  naval  ftorcs,  which  are  fo  neceiTary,  and  for 
which  we  actually  pay  yearly  a  vaft  fum  of  ready  money.  It  is  therefore  very  unjuft 
to  call  New  England  a  ufelelk  province,  becaufe  we  will  not  make  ufe  of  her  commo- 
dities, which  we  might  command  for  our  own  manufactures,  at  our  own  time  and  on 
our  own  terms,  but  rather  pay  our  money  for  them  to  foreigners,  who,  whenever  an 
opportunity  offers,  never  fail  to  force  their  own  terms  upon  us.  As  to  the  provifions 
furniflied  to  our  fugar  colonies  by  the  people  of  New  England,  it  is  fo  far  from  being 
a  difad vantage  to  the  nation,  that  it  is  a  very  gi-eat  convenience;  for  without  it  they 
could  not  poflibly  fubfift.  This,  at  firft  fight,  may  feem  a  very  bold  affertion,  but  I 
am  very  confident  that  it  is  true ;  for  in  time  of  peace,  if  the  fugar  colonics  were  to 
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draw  all  their  provifions  from  hence,  it  would  make  their  commodity  much  dearer, 
and  confequently  enable  foreigners  to  beat  us  out  of  that  trade  entirely,  and  in  time 
of  war  the  people  in  thofe  colonies  would  be  in  danger  of  ftarving,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  the  French  fugar  iflands  generally  are  ;  to  avoid  which  inconveniency,  they  are  now 
labouring  to  render  Louvifiana  as  ufcful  to  their  fugar  colonies,  as  New  England  is  to 
ours  :  and  after  all,  what  the  New  England  people  get  by  this  trade  comes  hither.  To 
this  we  may  add,  that  if  we  had  not  fettled  New  England  the  French  certainly  would ; 
the  confequences  of  which  may  be  more  eafdy  conceived  than  defcribed. 

The  fecond  objccl;ion  admits  of  the  fame  anfwer.  We  have  the  benefit  of  all  the 
trade  the  people  in  this  colony  carry  on  in  Europe,  as  well  as  America ;  and  while 
we  have  this  certain  advantage,  there  feems  to  be  no  juft  caufe  for  our  difturbing  our- 
felvcs  vvitli  the  thoughts  of  the  advantages  that  might  be  gained  if  this  trade  ran  in 
another  channel ;  fiuce  thefe  are  uncertainties,  as  to  which,  however,  our  government 
has  already  taken  all  the  precautions  that  are  poffible,  or  at  leafl:  that  are  pratticable, 
without  running  into  greater  inconveniences  than  thofe  they  are  calculated  to  guard 
againft.  The  breeding  of  feamen  and  the  building  of  fhips  are  not  found  by  expe- 
rience to  be  attended  with  the  inconveniences  that  were  feared  from  them  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  have  had  many  advantageous  confequences,  both  in  time  of  war  and  of  peace. 
The  fourth  objection,  which  feems  to  have  the  greatefl:  weight  of  any,  we  know  now 
by  experience  has  in  reality  no  weight  at  all ;  for  without  having  colonies  compofed  en- 
tirely of  white  people,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  defend  our  other  colonies 
againft  our  enemies  in  America ;  and,  as  we  fliall  fliew  hereafter  in  fpeaking  of 
Georgia,  inftead  of  repining  at  the  want  of  negroes  in  New  England,  we  ought  rather 
to  wilh  that  there  were  fewer  negroes  elfewhere.  The  reader  will  eafily  perceive  that 
I  do  not  affeft  to  contradifb  this  great  author,  I  only  exprefs  the  reafons  why  his  argu- 
ments do  not  convince  me,  and,  from  the  lights  of  experience  fhew  that  it  is  not  im- 
poffible even  for  the  greatefl  men  to  be  miftaken. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child  faw  this  himfelf,  as  appears  by  the  manner  in  which  he  finifhes  his 
remarks,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  one  of  the  fineft  paffages  in  his  whole  work.  "  To 
conclude,"  fays  he,  "  and  to  do  right  to  that  moft  induftrious  Englilh  colony,  I  mufl 
confefs,  that  though  we  lofe  by  their  unlimited  trade  with  our  foreign  plantations,  yet 
we  are  very  great  gainers  by  their  dire£l  trade  to  and  from  Old  England.  Our 
yearly  exportations  of  Englifh  manufadtures,  malt,  and  other  goods,  from  hence 
thither,  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  ten  times  the  value  of  what  is  imported  from 
thence ;  which  calculation  I  do  not  make  at  random,  but  upon  mature  confideration, 
and  peradventure,  upon  as  much  experience  of  this  vei-y  trade,  as  any  other  perfon 
will  pretend  to  do  ;  and,  therefore,  whenever  a  reformation  of  our  correfpondency  in 
trade  with  that  people  fhall  be  thought  on,  it  will,  in  my  poor  judgment,  require  great 
tendernefs  and  very  ferious  circumfp-jftion." 

I  fliall  not  dwell  much  longer  upon  this  fubjeci:,  or  pretend  to  give  the  reader  any  cal- 
culation of  the  value  of  thofe  advantages  which  from  this  colony  are  derived  to  Great 
Britain,  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  that  though  the  thing  may  be  prafticable  in  itfelf,  yet 
fufficient  informations  are  not  hitherto  fallen  into  my  power  ;  I  defire  therefore  to 
leave  only  thefe  three  remarks  with  the  ingenious  and  impartial  reader  :  the  firft  is,  that 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  bring  from  this  colony  all  the  naval  flores  that  we  now  bring 
from  the  Baltic  ;  which,  whenever  it  is  thoroughly  confidcred  by  our  parliament,  will 
produce  fome  law,  which  cannot  fail  of  rendering  this  colony  twice  as  beneficial  to  the 
nation  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  or  could  be  till  enabled  by  fuch  a  law.  In  the  fecond 
place  I  mufl:  obferve,  that  as  we  derive  a  great  part  of  our  fugars  from  the  afli  fiance 
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given  to  the  colonies  which  produce  them  by  New  England,  fo  this  part  of  their 
produce  ought  to  be  placed  to  the  New  England  account.  '  1  am  to  remark  laltly,  that 
the  complaints  which  have  been  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  dealing  in  goods, 
and  employing  themfelves  in  manufa£lures  which  interfere  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 
is  a  complaint  which,  though  well  founded,  is  ill  applied  ;  for  though  it  be  true  that 
this  may  be  an  injury  to  us,  yet  the  fault  lies  in  ourfelves,  and  not  in  the  people  of 
New  England,  who  only  raife  and  manufafture  for  themfelves  what  they  cannot  pur- 
chafe  from  us  ;  fo  that  not  content  with  having  their  all,  (for,  as  we  have  (hewn,  the 
whole  balance  of  their  trade  comes  hither)  we  feem  to  be  angry  that  they  endeavour 
to  fupply  themfelves  with  what  we  could  fell,  and  they  want  wherewithal  to  purchafe ; 
which  want,  however,  might  be  removed  by  taking  their  naval  ftores.  But  it  is  now 
fit  that  we  fliould  give  a  fliort  view  of  the  plantation  of  our  next  colony,  which  though 
we  cannot  call  it  one  of  the  moil  profitable,  yet  it  muft  be  allowed  one  of  the  moft 
pleafant  of  our  plantations. 

10.  The  Iflands  of  Bermudas  were  clifcovered  by  one  John  Bermudas,  a  Spaniard; 
after  which  they  were  frequently  touched  at  by  his  countrymen  in  their  paifage  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  but  were  quite  unknown  to  us  till  the  year  1593,  when  one  Henry  May 
was  fliipwrecked  upon  them  in  a  French  veflel,  whofe  report  made  them  very  famous  ; 
but  they  became  more  fo  by  the  like  misfortune  of  Sir  George  Summers,  and  Sir  - 
Thomas  Gates,  in  their  paflage  to  Virginia  in  1609,  of  which  we  have  before  given  a 
particular  account,  as  well  as  of  his  being  fent  thither  a  fecond  time  to  fetch  hogs, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  found  thefe  iflands,  and  not  long  after  he  breathed  his 
lafl  in  them,  being  upwards  of  threefcore,  and  much  fatigued  for  many  months  before. 
It  was  from  him  their  name  was  changed  to  Summers's  Iflands,  which  our  mariners 
call  the  Summer  Iflands  ;  a  name  they  very  well  deferve  for  their  pleafantnefs  and  fer- 
tility. Sir  George  directed  his  men  to  return  to  Virginia  with  black  hogs  for  the 
relief  of  that  colony,  but  they  refolved  otherwife  after  his  death  ;  and  floring  their 
cedar  fhip  with  fuch  provifions  as  they  had,  they  fet  fail  for  England,  where  they 
arrived  at  Whitchurch  in  Dorfetfliire,  having  Sir  George  Summers  s  corpfe  on  board, 
only  the  heart  and  bowels  they  left  at  Bermudas,  where  Captain  Butler,  twelve  years 
afterwards,  built  a  handfome  monument  over  them. 

Thefe  men,  at  their  return,  gave  fuch  an  account  of  the  country  to  the  Virginia 
Company,  that  they  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  eftablifh  a  correfpondence  between 
England  and  Bermudas;  accordingly  they  fold  thefe  iflands  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  perfons  of  the  fame  fociety,  who  obtained  a  charter  from  King  James,  and 
became  the  proprietors  of  them.  When  Sir  George  Summers  was  firfi;  here,  two  of 
his  men  flaid  behind,  having  committed  fome  crime  for  which  they  would  have  been 
put  to  death.  They  were  ftill  there  when  Sir  George  returned,  and  had  ever  fince 
his  departure,  fupported  themfelves  on  the  productions  of  the  place,  and  built  them 
a  hut,  and  took  poffefTion  of  St.  George's  Ifland.  Thefe  two  men,  whofe  names 
were  Chriftopher  Carter  and  Edward  Waters,  flaid  alio  behind  Sir  George's  fecond 
company,  of  whom  they  perfuaded  one  Edward  Chard  to  remain  with  them  :  and  now 
Carter,  Waters,  and  Chard,  were  fole  lords  of  the  country,  but  foon  fell  out  among 
themfelves  ;  Chard  and  Waters  were  coming  to  a  pitched  battle ;  but  Carter,  though 
he  hated  them  both,  yet  not  liking  to  be  left  alone,  prevented  it,  by  threatening  to 
declare  againft  the  man  who  flruck  firfl.  At  lafl  neccfTity  made  them  good  friends, 
and  they  joined  together  in  making  difcoveries,  in  one  of  which  expeditions  they  found 
the  largell  piece  of  ambergreafe  among  the  rocks  that  ever  was  feen,  weighing  eighty 
pounds,  befidos  other  fmaller  pieces.     This  treafure  made  them  almoft   mad ;  they 
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grew  piddy  with  the  thoughts  of  it ;  and,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  make 
ufe  of  it,  refolvod  on  the  nioft  defperatc  attempt  that  men  could  run  upon,  which  was  to 
build  a  boat  after  the  befl  manner  they  could,  to  fail  to  Virginia  or  Newfoundland, 
according  as  wind  and  weather  fhould  prefent. 

But  before  they  could  put  their  projeft  in  execution,  a  fliip  arrived  from  England ; 
for  Captain  Mathew  Summers,  Sir  George's  brother,  had  promifed  to  come  to  them, 
or  fend  a  vcfl'el  to  their  relief.  The  fliip  they  difcovered  (landing  in  with  the  ihore 
was  the  Plough,  which  had  fixty  perfons  aboard,  fent  by  the  new  Bermudas  Company 
to  make  a  fettlement,  of  which  Mr.  Richard  Moor  was  governor,  who  was  an  honeft 
induftrious  perfon.  He  pitched  upon  a  plain  in  St.  George's  Ifland  to  fettle  on,  and 
there  firfl  built  himfelf  a  houfe,  or  rather  a  cabin,  for  the  building  was  only  of  pal- 
meto  leaves  ;  yet  he  made  it  large  enough  for  him,  his  wife,  and  family  ;  and  the  reft 
of  the  adventurers  following  his  example,  it  became  a  fort  of  a  town,  which  in  time 
grew  to  a  confiderable  bignefs,  and  is  now  St.  George's  Town,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and 
beft  built  in  our  American  colonies ;  for  all  the  houfes  are  of  cedar,  and  all  the  forts 
of  hewn  ftone.  This  man  proved  an  excellent  governor  in  every  refpeft  ;  and  in  the 
year  16 14  dilappointed  the  Spaniards  in  a  defign  they  had  formed  of  landing  upon  and 
conquering  thefe  iflands. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Captain  Daniel  Tucker,  who  was  a  perfon  of  better  education 
and  more  experience  in  the  world,  who  took  upon  him  to  eftablifli  a  regular  form  of 
government  ;  to  diftinguifli  and  trace  out  plantations ;  to  oblige  every  man  to  build 
uniformly  in  the  town,  and  to  plant  regularly  in  the  country  ;  by  which  method  the 
iflands  were  very  much  improved,  and  the  exportations  for  England  increafed  ;  he 
likewife  eftabliflied  a  tolerable  militia,  and  put  the  iflands  in  fuch  a  pofiure  of  defence 
as,  together  with  their  fituation,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  of  their  enemies  to 
difembark  fuch  a  force  as  might  hurt  them.  But  the  feverity  of  his  government  was 
fo  grievous  to  fome  licentious  perfons,  that  five  of  them  executed  as  defperate  a  defign 
to  efcape  him,  as  Waters  and  his  companions  had  projeded  to  get  away  from  the 
ifland.  They  knew  the  governor  would  not  give  them  leave  to  go  off,  and  therefore 
invented  this  contrivance  to  effedb  it  :  — Hearing  Captain  Tucker  had  a  great  defire  to 
go  a  fifliing  out  at  fea,  but  was  afraid  to  do  it,  becaufe  feveral  fiflier-boats  had  been 
driven  off  by  the  weather  and  the  men  perilhed,  they  propofed  to  him  to  build  a  boat 
of  two  or  three  tons,  with  a  deck,  and  fo  fitted  that  ihe  fliould  live  in  all  weathers. 
The  governor  confenting  to  it,  they  fell  to  building  in  a  private  place,  pretending  it 
was  convenient  for  getting  timber  and  launching  the  boat.  They  finifhed  it  fooner 
than  was  expeded ;  and  the  governor  fent  hands  to  fetch  it,  intending  to  go  in  it  aboard 
a  fhip  which  he  was  then  difpatching  for  England.  When  his  men  came  to  the  place, 
neither  the  boat  nor  the  builders  were  to  be  found  ;  all  that  they  could  hear  of  them 
was  that  the  boat  being  finiflied  the  night  before,  thofe  that  built  it  v/ent  off  to  fea  in 
it,  to  try  how  it  would  fail.  At  laft  they  found,  by  fome  letters  they  left  behind  them, 
that  they  were  gone  for  England  j  and  the  ftory  of  their  adventure  is  told  us  in  this 
manner. 

They  borrowed  a  compafs-dial  of  a  neighbour,  on  fome  pretence  or  other,  and  went 
on  board  the  fliip  bound  for  England,  where  they  trucked  with  the  feamen  fuch  things 
as  they  had  for  provifions.  One  of  them,  at  parting,  told  the  mariners,  that  though 
they  were  forbidden  to  go  with  them,  yet  they  hoped  to  be  in  England  before  them. 
At  which  the  mafter  of  the  fliip  Ij^ughed,  and  away  thefe  fearlefs  adventurers  failed, 
with  a  fair  wind  and  weather  for  one  and  twenty  days ;  they  then  met  with  a  ftorm, 
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which  reduced  them  to  extremity  for  eight  and  forty  hours,  and  obliging  thsni  to  bear 
up  afore  it  drove  them  a  Httle  out  of  ther  courfe  to  the  wcftward  ;  but  the  wind  coming 
fair  again,  and  continuing  fo  ten  days,  they  went  on  cheerfully.  In  that  time  they  met 
with  a  French  privateer,  where  they  went  aboard  to  beg  fome  rehef ;  but  inftead  of 
helping  they  plundered  them  of  the  little  they  had,  took  away  even  their  indrument 
of  navigation,  and  turned  them  adrift.  In  this  miferable  condition  they  failed  on, 
growing  every  day  weaker  and  weaker ;  their  provifions  were  almofl:  fpent,  their  fire- 
wood quite  gone,  not  a  drop  of  frefh  water  left,  nor  food  for  above  a  day,  when  at  laft, 
in  the  very  hour  they  expected  to  perifh,  they  made  land  to  their  unfpeakable  joy. 
This  land  was  Ireland,  where  they  went  afhore  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  were 
nobly  entertained  by  the  Earl  of  Thomond,  to  whom  they  related  their  voyage,  which 
had  then  lafted  forty-two  days. 

There  were  but  five  perfons  concerned,  of  whom  there  was  one  Mr.  James  Barker, 
a  gentleman,  Richard  Saunders  who  contrived  the  defign,  William  Goodwin,  a  fhip- 
carpenter,  who  built  the  boat,  and  Henry  Puet,  a  common  failor,  who  undertook  to 
navigate  this  veffel.  Both  thefe  ftories  may  feem  a  little  befide  our  prefent  purpofe, 
but  I  have  inferted  them  as  belonging  more  immediately  to  a  Colledtion  of  Voyages, 
and  becaufe  1  look  upon  both  thefe  incidents  to  be  very  well  worth  preferving.  Captain 
Tucker  refigned,  in  the  year  16x9,  to  Captain  Butler,  who  arrived  at  that  lime  with  four 
good  fliips,  in  which  he  brought  five  hundred  paflengers,  and  there  being  as  many  Engli(h 
on  the  iiland,  the  colony  began  to  make  a  confiderable  figure.  This  governor  raifed 
a  noble  monumeiit  over  the  remains  of  Sir  George  Summers  that  were  left  in  the 
ifland,  depofiting  them  in  the  church  in  St.  George's  Town.  He  divided  the  iflands 
into  diflrids ;  and  now  the  government  by  governor,  council,  and  aflembly,  was  efta- 
bliflied,  which  before  had  been  only  the  governor  and  council.  The  laws  of  the 
country  were  alfo  fettled,  as  near  as  the  circumftances  and  conveniences  of  the  place 
would  admit,  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  as  is  done  in  all  the  colonies  in  America.  After 
bringing  down  the  hiftory  of  thefe  iflands  to  their  becoming  a  regular  and  fettled 
colony,  I  am  next  to  give  an  account  of  the  iflands  themfelves,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
value  of  them. 

II.  There  are  fome  who  would  perfuade  us,  that  thefe  iflands  have  received  their 
name  from  the  vaft  quantity  of  black  hogs  found  upon  them  :  Bermudas,  in  the  old 
Spanifli  tongue,  fignifying  a  black  hog ;  but  though  this  derivation  be  plaufible,  yet 
the  faft  upon  which  it  is  founded  is  niofl;  certainly  falfe;  for  v/hen  the  Spaniards  firfl 
difcovered  them  there  was  not  a  fingle  hog  upon  theie  or  perhaps  upon  any  other 
ifland  whatever ;  neither  is  it  well  known  upon  what  part  the  Spaniards  landed.  Thefe- 
ifl  mds  lie  very  contiguous  to  each  other  ;  but  authors  differ  fo  much  as  to  the  number 
of  them,  that  it  is  very  difiicult  to  fpeak  of  them  with  certainty  ;  for  fome  fay  there 
are  but  three  hundred,  others  affirm  there  are  more  than  five  hundred.  They  lie  in 
the  latitude  of  32  degrees  30  minutes  north,  and  in  35  degrees  of  weftern  longitude, 
at  a  vail  difl:ance  from  the  continent,  fince  the  nearell  land,  which  is  Cape  Hatteras  in 
Carolina,  lies  at  leaft  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  to  the  wefl:  of  them,  and  they  are 
above  fixtcen  hundred  leagues  from  England.  The  air  here  has  always  been  thought 
extremely  wholefome,  and  the  country  wonderfully  ploafant,  inlbnmch  that  people 
were  wont  to  remove  hither  from  the  other  colonics,  in  order  to  recover  their  broken 
conftitution.  The  heat  in  fumnier  is  very  fupportable,  and  with  r  Tpeft  to  winter,  they 
have  really  none ;  nay,  fome  go  fo  far  as  to  aflirm,  that  there  is  but  one  feafon  in  the 
ifland  of  Bermudas^  and  this  is  a  perpetual  fpring ;  which,  however,  may  be  in  fome 
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nieafure  afcribcd  to  the  foil,  which  though  it  be  thin  is  very  rich  and  very  fruitful, 
though  remarkably  flony.  The  earth  is  of  fevcral  colours,  brown,  white,  and  red  ; 
the  firfl  is  the  bell,  and  the  lad  the  worfl:.  Two  or  three  feet  under  tlie  mould  they 
find  a  white  hard  body,  which  the  inhabitants  call  the  rock,  but  wlu'ch  feenis  more 
to  refemble  chalk,  or  a  pumice-ftonc,  through  which  the  roots  of  their  trees  force  a 
paflage ;  and  a  kind  of  clay  is  generally  found  under  it. 

Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  is  the  main  fupport  of  the  people  here,  is  twice  reaped  ; 
for  what  they  fow  in  March  they  cut  in  July,  in  a  fortnight  after  they  fow  again,  and 
reap  in  December.  They  have  all  the  plants  peculiar  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  all  kinds 
of  herbs,  roots,  flowers,  and  trees,  brought  from  Europe,  thrive  to  perfection.  They 
have  fome  tobacco,  but  it  is  of  an  indifferent  fort,  and  therefore  does  not  yield  them 
any  great  profit ;  but  certainly,  with  a  little  care,  they  might  be  able  to  produce  any 
kind  of  tobacco,  or  other  vegetables  that  turns  to  account  almofl:  in  any  climate. 
They  have  palmetos,  a  kind  of  \vild  palm,  that  is  extremely  ufeful,  the  leaves  being 
eight  or  ten  feet  long,  and  near  as  broad,  with  which  they  cover  or  thatch  their  houfes; 
it  produces  a  very  lufcious  fruit,  which  in  fhape,  fize,  and  colour  refembles  a  damfon. 
Laurel,  olive,  mulberry,  and  date  trees,  are  very  common  ;  and  their  forefls  abound 
with  variety  of  odoriferous  woods,  fome  black,  fome  of  a  yellow,  and  fome  of  a  red 
colour :  the  berries  of  thefe  trees  have  the  ftiptic  quality  of  a  floe,  and  are  much  ufed 
by  the  Englifli  to  cure  the  flux,  which  they  frequently  get  by  eating  the  lufcious  palm- 
berries  too  greedily.  But  amongfl:  a  multitude  of  flirubs  and  trees  peculiar  to  thefe 
iflands,  and  equally  valuable  for  their  timber  and  fruit,  there  are  two  which,  though 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  have  a  peculiar  excellence  here ;  the  firft  is  their 
orange,  which  in  point  of  fize,  fcent  and  flavour,  far  exceeds  any  either  in  the  Weft 
or  Eaft  Indies  :  the  fecond  is  their  cedar,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  foil  wherein 
it  grows,  is  firmer  and  more  durable  than  any  of  its  kind  that  we  are  acquainted  with  ; 
anfwers  in  every  refpedl  to  oak-timber,  and  is  found  of  extraordinary  ufe  in  fliip- 
building,  fo  that  the  bcfl:  floops,  brigantines,  and  other  fmall  vefl"els,  both  for  fervice 
and  failing,  which  are  in  ufe  throughout  the  Weft  Indies,  are  built  at  Bermudas. 

They  have  likewife  two  very  fingular  plants,  one  ufeful  the  other  noxious,  but  both 
fo  remarkable  as  to  deferve  particular  notice ;  the  firfl:  is  called  the  Summer  Ifland 
redwood,  the  berry  of  which  is  as  red  as  the  prickle-pear,  giving  alfo  fuch  a  tindure ; 
out  of  which  berry  come  firft  worms,  which  afterwards  turn  into  flies,  fometimes  bigger 
than  the  cochineel  fly,  and  a  medicinal  virtue  much  exceeding  it.  The  poifon-weed  is 
the  other  ftrange  plant,  which  grows  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  our  ivy,  and,  if  we 
may  depend  upon  a  gentleman  who  lived  long  in  thefe  iflands,  and  fent  an  account 
of  what  was  remarkable  in  them  to  the  Royal  Society,  there  is  not  a  more  furprifing 
produftion  than  this  in  nature :  he  fays  he  had  feen  a  man  fo  infeded  by  it  as  to  have 
all  the  flcin  of  his  face  peel  off,  though  he  paffed  by  v/ithout  touching  it,  and  yet  he 
affirms  that  he  had  chewed  it  in  his  mouth  without  feeling  any  inconvenience,  whence 
he  infers  that  it  is  not  hurtful  alike  to  all  conftitutions.  In  this  all  who  have  been 
upon  thefe  iflands  agree,  that  this  weed  is  very  prejudicial,  but  then  they  agree  likewife 
that  there  is  nothing  venomous  bcfides  in  any  of  thefe  iflands. 

As  for  animals,  there  were  none  in  Bermudas  but  hogs,  infects,  and  birds,  when  Sir 
George  Summers  was  fliip.wrecked  there :  he  found  out  that  there  were  fome  hogs 
in  the  ifland,  by  fending  out  two  or  three  of  his  own  to  feed,  and  when  they  rambled 
home,  a  huge  wild  boar  followed  them,  and  being  killed  was  found  to  be  excellent 
meat :  the  hogs  they  killed  afterwards  were  found  to  be  all  black,  and  from  thence 
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it  is  concluded  that  the  Spaniards  had  left  them  there  to  breed,  becaufe  they  were  of 
the  fame  kind  with  them  they  carried  to  the  continent  of  America :  they  now  fat 
them  at  Bermudas  with  palm  and  cedar  berries ;  but  their  number  is  very  much  de- 
creafed, 

Thefe  iflands  abound  in  more  and  greater  variety  of  fowl  than  any  in  America. 
There  are  hawks  of  all  forts,  herns,  bitterns,  oft'spreys,  cormorants,  baldcoots,  moor- 
hens, fwans,  teal,  fnipe,  duck,  and  wigeons ;  bats  and  owls  are  alfo  very  common  here, 
with  multitudes  of  fmall  birds  ;  as  wood-peckers,  fparrows,  &c.  The  Englifli,  at  their 
firfl:  coming  found  a  fort  of  fowl  here  they  called  cowkoes,  which  bred  in  the  holes 
of  the  rocks,  and  in  burrows  like  rabbits,  and  were  fo  numerous  and  gentle,  that  they 
were  taken  by  hand.  They  are  now  almoft;  dcftroyed,  being  very  eafy  to  be  caught. 
This  bird  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a  fca-mew.  There  are  alfo  the  tropic-bird,  and  the 
pemlico,  feldom  feen  by  day,  and  when  it  is,  held  to  be  the  unwelcome  foreteller  of  a 
florm. 

Fifli  there  is  as  plenty  as  fowl,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  forts  that  authors  have 
not  yet  found  out  names  for  them.  They  have  of  the  fcaly  and  the  fhelly  kind ;  the 
whale  and  fword-filh,  and  the  threfher  j  but  particularly  the  tortoife  abounds  to  a 
wonder,  and  is  as  good  and  great,  of  the  fort,  as  any  in  the  world.  Whale-fiffiing  has 
been  attempted,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  whales  about  Bermudas  are  found  only  in 
the  months  of  February,  March,  and  April ;  the  female  whales  have  abundance  of 
milk,  which  the  young  ones  fuck  out  of  the  teats  that  grow  by  her  navel ;  they  have' 
no  teeth,  but  feed  on  grafs  growing  on  the  rocks  at  the  bottom  during  thefe  three 
months,  and  at  no  other  feafon  of  the  year ;  when  this  is  confumed  and  gone,  the 
whales  go.  There  have  been  fpermaceti  whales  driven  upon  the  fhore,  which  fperma, 
as  they  call  it,  lies  all  over  the  bodies  of  thefe  whales :  thefe  have  divers  teeth,  which 
may  be  about  as  big  as  a  man's  wrift.  Ambergreafe  and  fpermaceti  have  been  found 
here  in  great  quantities,  and  pearl :  all  which  are  almofl  as  rare  here  now  as  elfe- 
where ;  which  is  a  little  wonderful. 

The  infeds  in  thefe  iflands  are,  generally  fpeaking,  the  fame  as  before  mentioned 
in  other  plantations,  except  it  be  the  fpider,  which  is  thought  to  be  larger  here  than 
in  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  fo  adorned  with  beautiful  colours,  that  it  takes 
off  very  much,  if  it  docs  not  entirely  remove,  that  diftafte  which  otherwife  the  fight  of 
creatures  of  this  kind,  and  of  fo  enormous  a  fize,  would  naturally  occafion.  One  of 
thefe  fpiders,  with  its  legs  extended,  would  take  up  a  fpace  equal  to  the  breadth  of  a 
man's  hand.  Their  bodies  are  compofed  of  two  parts,  one  flat  and  the  other  round, 
not  unlike,  either  in  fliape  or  fize,  to  a  pigeon's  egg.  On  their  backs  they  have  an 
orifice,  which  ferves,  as  well  as  in  feme  kinds  of  hogs,  for  a  navel ;  their  mouths  are 
covered  with  a  kind  of  grey  hairs,  intermixed  fometimes  with  bright  red,  and  on  each 
fide  of  their  mouths  they  have  a  kind  of  crooked  tooth,  of  a  fine  poliihcd  fubftance, 
extremely  hard,  and  of  a  bright  fhining  black,  and  therefore  they  are  often  fet  in  filver 
or  gold  for  tooth-picks.  When  thefe  creatures  grow  old,  they  are  covered  all  over 
with  a  kind  of  dark  brown  or  black  down,  fmooth,  foft,  and  fliining  like  velvet ;  on 
the  flat  part  they  have  their  ten  legs,  five  on  each  fide,  each  of  which  has  four  joints 
and  two  fmall  claws  at  the  ends.  They  call  their  flcins  every  year,  together  with  thofe 
hard  teeth-like  fubftances  before-mentioned  ;  they  live  upon  flies  and  gnats,  in  catching 
of  which  they  fhew  great  cunning  and  no  lefs  agility.  Their  webs,  which  are  very 
large,  they  fpirt  into  the  air,  by  which  means  they  are  lodged  upon  trees  at  fome 
diftancc,  and  then  run  along  the  threads,  and  weave  them  fo  ftrong,  that  birds  of  the 
fize  of  a  thrufh  are  fometimes  caught  in  them. 

There 
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There  is  fcarce  an  eighth  part  of  thcfe  iflands  inhabited,  and  all  but  St.  George's,, 
St.  David's,  and  Cooper's  Ifles,  have  only  a  few  houfes  fcattcrcd  up  and  down  ;  they  all 
together  make  the  figure  of  a  fhcep-hook,  and  are  within  the  circuit  of  fix  or  feven 
leagues  at  nioft.  There  are  none  of  them  of  any  confiderable  bignefs,  yet  fome  much 
bigger  than  others  ;  as  time  and  the  fea  continually  wafhing  upon  them,  have  worn 
them  away  in  different  proportions.  The  main  or  great  ifland  of  all  is  called  St.  George's, 
and  is  about  fixteen  miles  in  length,  from  eaft-north-eafl  to  well-fouth-wcfl:  ;  it  is  not  a 
league  over  in  the  broadeft  place,  but  is  fortified  by  nature  all  round,  the  rocks  every 
■way  extending  themfelves  a  great  way  into  the  fea.  To  natural  flrength,  efpccially 
towards  the  eaftward,  where  it  is  moll  expofed,  the  inhabitants  have  added  that  of 
forts,  batteries,  parapets,  and  lines  ;  the  cannon  of  the  forts  and  batteries  being  lb  well 
difpofed  as  to  command  the  feveral  channels  and  inlets  into  the  fea.  There  are  no 
more  than  two  places  where  fhipping  may  fafcly  come  in,  and  it  is  not,eafy  for  a  man 
to  find  thofe  places  out ;  the  rocks  lie  fo  thick  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  fome  fo  undif- 
covered,  that  without  a  good  pilot  from  the  Ihore,  a  veffel  of  ten  tons  could  not  find 
the  way  into  thofe  harbours,  which  being  once  known  the  biggefl:  fhips  in  the  world 
may  enter.  Thefe  two  havens  are  fo  fortified,  that  if  an  enemy  fhould  attempt  either, 
he  might  eafily  be  kept  out.  The  rocks,  at  moft  places,  appear  at  low  water  ;  it  ebbs 
and  flows  there  not  above  five  feet ;  the  very  fliore  itfelf  is,  for  the  mofi:  part,  a  rock, 
and  it  is  impoffible  to  find  out  any  iflands  better  guarded  by  rocks  than  thefe  ;  indeed 
they  are  all  of  them  fo  environed  with  them,  that  they  feem  to  threaten  all  fliips  who 
venture  on  that  coaft  with  prefent  defl:ru£lion,  and  fo  many  have  been  (hipwrecked  upon 
them,  that  the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  name  of  Los  Diabolos,  the  Devil's  Iflands  j 
this  place  having  been  fatal  to  them  and  all  nations. 

The  town  of  St.  George  flands  at  the  bottom  of  the  haven  of  the  fame  name, 
covered  by  no  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  forts  and  batteries,  as  King's  Cafl;le,  Charles  Fort, 
Pembrook  Fort,  Cavendifli  Fort,  Davie's  Fort,  Warwick  Fort,  and  Sandy's  Fort, 
mounted  with  above  feventy  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  they  are  fo  difpofed  that  they  can 
be  all  brought  to  bear  upon  any  fliip  before  flie  can  make  her  entrance.  In  this  town 
there  is  a  fair  church  with  a  fine  library,  for  which  the  inhabitants  are  indebted  to 
Dr.  Thomas  Bray.  There  are  near  a  thoufand  houfes  in  it  handfomely  built,  and  a 
ftate-houfe  for  the  meeting  of  the  governor,  council,  and  aflfembly.  Befides  the  town 
and  divifion  of  St.  George,  there  are  eight  tribes,  Hamilton's  tribe.  Smith's  tribe, 
Devonlhire's  tribe,  Pembrook's  tribe,  Paget's  tribe,  Warwick's  tribe,  Southampton's 
tribe,  and  Sandy's  tribe,  of  which  Devonihire  in  the  north,  and  Southampton  in  the 
fouth,  are  parifties,  have  each  a  church  and  a  particular  library.  In  the  whole  ifland 
there  are  plantations  of  oranges,  mulberries,  and  other  produ£lions  of  the  country, 
which  render  it  a  very  delightful  profped.  There  is  a  haven  in  Southampton  tribe  or 
difl:ridl;  which  is  alfo  called  Southampton,  and  other  harbours,  as  the  Great  Sound, 
Harrington's  inlet  in  Hamilton's  tribe,  Paget's  port  in  Paget's  tribe,  and  others. 
There  are  no  parilh  churches  in  any  of  the  leffer  iflands,  and  all  the  inhabitants  are 
ranged  under  one  or  the  other  of  the  eight  tribes.  The  number  of  people  in  the 
■whole  who  inhabit  thefe  iflands  has  been  computed  to  be  nine  thoufand,  and  it  is 
thought  they  do  not  much  increafe,  many  of  the  younger  fort  removing,  for  the  fake 
of  making  their  fortunes,  into  other  colonies. 

The  government  is  like  that  of  Virginia  ;  the  crown  appointing  both  a  governor  and 
council,  but  the  people,  by  their  reprefentatives,  compofe  the  affembly ;  they  have 
fewer  bye-laws  than  any  of  our  other  fettlements,  which  we  impute  to  the  fmallnefs  of 

their 
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their  trade  ;  for  this  colony  produces  no  confiderable  commodity  by  which  the  inhabi- 
tants may  be  enriched  j  and  their  commerce  confifts  chiefly  in  timber  and  provifions, 
which  they  fend  to  the  other  parts  of  America  that  fland  in  need  of  them,  and  fome 
tobacco  imported  to  England  ;  feveral  families  retired  thither  formerly,  on  account  of 
their  religion  or  health,  from  England,  and  carried  confiderable  effeQs  with  them. 
The  building  of  fhips  and  floops  is  the  mofl:  advantageous  branch  of  their  trade  ;  and 
the  people  of  Bermudas  feem  to  content  themfelves  with  the  pleafure  and  plenty  of 
their  country,  with  a  fafe  and  quiet  retreat  from  the  troubles  and  cares  of  the  other 
part  of  the  world,  without  any  ambition  to  enrich  themfelves ;  and  if  they  had  any 
fuch  defire,  it  is  to  be  queftioned  whether  they  have  any  opportunity  of  gi'atifying  it : 
be  that  as  it  will,  the  inhabitants  have  conftantly  maintained  a  moif  excellent  reputa- 
tion ;  infomuch  that  I  knew  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  as  well  acquainted  with  this 
and  our  other  plantations  as  thirty  years  trading  to  them  all  could  render  him,  who 
was  wont  to  fay  that  Bermudas  was  the  fined  country,  and  inhabited  by  the  bed  people 
he  ever  knew. 

It  was  this  report  of  the  place  and  people  that  induced  the  Reverend  Dean  Berkley, 
who  is  fmce  become,  very  worthily,  a  bifhop  of  our  church,  to  think  of  erecting  an 
academy  there  for  promoting  ufeful  learning  and  true  religion  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and 
the  fociety  for  propagation  of  the  gofpel  had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  propofal  made 
them  by  the  bifhop  of  erecting  a  college,  or  feminary  at  Bermudas,  that  they  aflifted 
him  in  procuring  a  patent  for  it  from  King  George  I.,  and  contributed  to  the  expence 
of  the  undertaking.  And  the  Dodlor,  with  three  fellows  of  Trinity  College,  in  Dublin, 
viz.  the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Thompfon,  Jonathan  Rogers,  and  James  King,  mailers 
of  art,  with  feveral  of  the  Doftor's  relations,  who  were  people  of  fortune,  embarked 
for  Bermudas,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  intended  college  ;  but  they  were 
unfortunately  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  Long  Ifland,  in  the  province  of  New  York ;  from 
whence  the  Doftor,  with  his  companions,  vifited  Bofton  and  feveral  other  great  towns 
in  New  England,  where  they  preached,  and  performed  other  parts  of  their  function. 
But  the  defign  of  erefting  a  college  was  laid  afide,  the  expence  appearing  larger  than 
it  had  been  firft  calculated,  and  many  of  thofe  who  had  promifed  fubfcriptions  failing  in 
their  performance ;  fo  that  Dr.  Berkley  found  himfelf  obliged  to  return  home,  and 
was  not  long  after  promoted  to  the  fee  of  Cloyne,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  he 
flill  enjoys. 

There  remains  nothing  farther  to  be  faid  of  this  plantation,  which,  though  it  has 
flourifhed  exceedingly,  and  is  ftill  in  a  very  good  condition,  yet  has  no  great  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  af-leaft  that  we  can  obtain  any  account  of,  though  undoubtedly  we 
receive  very  confiderable  advantages  from  thence  annually,  as  the  people  make  ufe  of  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  our  goods,  are  cloathed  with  our  manufa«5tui-es,  and  employ 
tools  fent  from  thence  in  all  kinds  of  work.  There  might  perhaps,  if  due  encourage- 
ment was  given,  be  a  poflibility  of  raifing  feveral  rich  commodities  in  this  country,  but 
more  particularly  two,  for  which  it  feems  fitter  than  any  of  our  plantations,  viz. 
cochineal  and  filk ;  and  with  this  view,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  very  worthy- 
merchant  of  this  city  has  colle£ted,  digefted,  and  printed  the  beft  accounts  that  are  to 
be  met  with  on  thefe  heads,  and  alfo  with  refpedt  to  indigo,  and  has  fent  them  to  be 
diftributed  at  his  own  expence  in  Carolina  and  the  Bermudas  Iflands,  which  is  an 
inftance  of  public  fpirit  that  defervcs  to  be  mentioned  with  honour,  and  it  is  hoped  may 
be  likewife  thought  worthy  of  imitation.  A  very  few  attempts  of  this  kind,  fupported 
with  fubfcriptions  inferior  to  thofc  made  for  forae  diverfions,  might  produce  immenfe 

public 
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public  advantages  to  this  nation,  and  prove  the  means  of  making  multitudes  of  people 
happy. 

1 2.  All  the  mifcarriages  that  had  happened  in  attempting  difcoveries  to  the  north- 
eaft  and  north-wcfl  for  a  new  pafTage  to  the  Indies,  could  not  fo  far  difcourage  the 
merchants  of  England  as  to  oblige  them  to  lay  afide  their  dcfigns  of  that  fort ;  and 
therefore  when  any  opportunity  oft'ered  they  never  failed  to  lay  hold  of  it,  in  hopes 
that  fome  lime  or  other  they  might  accomplilh  one  or  both  of  thefe  great  projcds. 
It  was  with  this  view  that  they  fitted  out  Captain  Henry  Hudfon  in  1607,  who  under- 
took to  fail  directly  north,  which  he  did  to  the  height  of  Si  degrees  30  minutes,  on  the 
coafl;  of  Grocnland  where  he  was  on  the  i6th  of  July,  the  weather  being  pretty  warm. 
His  fcheme,  it  fccms,  was  to  have  palfcd  round  that  great  tract  of  country  which  the 
Danes  call  Groenland,  and  falling  into  Davis's  Streights,  have  returned  that  way  home. 
After  being  difappointed  in  this,  he  undertook  two  voyages  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- 
eaft  pall'age,  in  which  his  conducl;  was  very  good,  though  his  fuccefs  no  better  than 
that  of  thofe  who  went  before  him ;  upon  which  he  refolved  to  make  an  attempt 
towards  the  north-weft.  He  failed  on  this  voyage  April  the  17th,  16 10  5  and  thus 
Mr.  Pricket  defcribes  the  principal  events  in  that  undertaking  : — 

"  We  continued  fleering  north-weft ;  on  the  8th  of  July  we  raifed  land  to  the 
fouth-weft,  covered  with  fnow,  which  our  mafter  named  Defire  Provokes  ;  lying  in  the 
latitude  of  60  degrees.  Here  we  heard  the  noife  of  a  great  overfall  of  a  tide  that 
came  out  of  the  land,  and  were  now  fenfible'  that  we  had  been  embayed  before  ;  and 
\vc  were  now  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  ice,  that  in  foggy  or  foul  weather  we  fought 
out  the  broadeft  iiland  of  ice,  and  there  anchoring,  we  went  out  and  fported  upon  the 
ice,  and  filled  water  that  ft:ood  in  ponds  upon  the  ice  very  fweet  and  good,  being  now 
in  the  tides-way,  the  ice  opened,  by  being  firft  carried  one  way  and  then  another,  whereas 
in  bays  it  is  immoveable  ;  and  in  that  bay  where  we  had  been  fo  troubled  with  ice,  we 
faw  many  of  thofe  mountains  of  ice  a-ground  in  fixty  or  feventy  fathom  water.  We 
flill  plied  to  we^ward  as  the  ice  would  give  us  leave,  and  fearing  a  ftorm  we  found  an 
harbour  at  the  weft  end  of  an  ifland,  whereunto  we  went  at  a  full  fea,  over  a  rock 
which  had  then  two  fathom  and  a  half  of  water  upon  it,  and  the  next  morning  was 
two  fathoms  above  water.  Our  mafter  named  it  The  Ifland  of  God's  Mercies.  The 
water  flows  here  better  than  four  fathoms,  and  the  floods  come  from  the  north,  flowing 
eight  the  change  day,  latitude  62"  9'.  Then  plying  to  fouth-weft  we  were  on  the  i6th 
in  the  latitude  of  58"  50',  but  found  ourfelves  embayed  and  much  peftered  with  ice  ; 
whereupon  we  ftood  to  the  fouth-weft  until  we  faw  the  land,  which  our  mafter  named 
Hold  with  Hope  ;  and  being  gotten  again  into  a  clear  fea,  our  mafter  ftood  to  the  weft 
along  the  fouth  ftiore,  and  raifed  three  capes  or  head-lands,  lying  one  beyond  another, 
which  he  named  Cape  Henry,  Cape  James,  and  Oueen  Anne's  Foreland  ;  we  alfo 
raifed  a  high  hill,  which  he  named  Mount  Charles.  We  pafled  on  in  fight  of  the  fouth 
fhore  until  we  raifed  a  lair  head-land,  (^  which  our  mafter  took  to  be  part  of  the  main 
north  land,  but  is  an  ifland,)  and  named  it  Deep's  Cape,  and  the  land  on  the  fouth  fide 
now  falling  away  to  the  fouth  makes  another  cape  or  head-land,  which  our  mafter. 
called  Worfenham's  Cape. 

"  The  mafter  fent  me,  the  carpenter,  and  fome  others,  afliore  near  Deep's  Cape  ;•. 
we  there  faw  fome  deer,  twelve  or  fixteen  in  a  herd,  but  could  not  come  within  (hot  of 
them  ;  we  found  plenty  of  forrel  and  fcurvy-grafs,  and  faw  fome  round  hills  of  (tones 
like  to  grafs-cocks  ;  and  when  we  came  to  them  I  turned  off  the  upperinoft  ftone,  and 
found  them  hollow  within,  and  full  of  fowls  hanged  by  their  necks }  we  turned  back 

and 
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and  told  the  mafler  what  we  had  feen,  and  what  refrefliment  niig;ht  be  had  ;  intreating 
him  to  flay  a  day  or  two  in  this  plac.^,  but  he  was  not  pleaL-d  with  the  motion,  nor  could 
be  perfuaded  to  Iby.  Then  (landing  fouthward  we  loft  fight  of  the  main  land  that  we 
had  all  this  while  followed,  and  came  into  fhall  iw  wafer,  brokan  ground,  and  rocks, 
and  paffed  down  fo  far  fouthward  till  we  had  land  on  both  fides,  ajid  the  water  fhoaiing 
a-pace  we  came  to  an  anchor.  From  hence  we  flood  back  again  towards  the  north  ; 
and  one  day  a  debate  arifing  concerning  our  coming  into  this  bay,  and  how  we  (hould 
get  out  again,  the  mafler  took  occafion  to  revive  old  matters,  and  to  difplace  Robert 
Ivet  his  mate,  and  boatfwain,  for  words  fpoken  on  the  hrfl  great  bay  of  ice,  and  made 
Robert  Bilet  his  mate,  and  William  Wilfon  our  boatfwain. 

"  We  plied  to  and  fro  from  the  north  to  the  fouth,  and  thence  to  the  north  again, 
till  we  came  to  the  fhoal-water,  where  we  anchored  infeven  fathom,  and  there  lay  eight 
days  ;  in  all  which  time  we  could  not  get  one  hour  to  weigh  our  anchor ;  but  the 
eighth  day  the  wind  beginning  to  ceafe,  our  mafler  would  have  the  anchors  up  again 
againfl  the  minds  of  all  that  knew  what  belonged  thereunto ;  fo  to  it  we  went,  and 
when  we  had  brought  it  a-peak,  a  fea  took  her,  and  cafl  us  all  off  from  the  capflern, 
and  hurt  many  of  us  ;  here  we  lofl  our  anchor,  and  if  the  carpenter  had  not  been 
nimble  we  had  lofl  our  cable  too  ;  but  he  fearing  fuch  a  matter,  was  ready  with  his  ax, 
and  fo  cut  it  from  thence.  We  flood  to  the  fouth  and  divers  courfes,  until  we  came  to 
a  bay  on  the  north  fhore,  where  we  anchored.  While  we  lay  here  we  faw  a  ledge  of 
rocks  to  the  fouthward,  about  a  league  long,  which  were  covered  at  full  fea  ;  for  a  flrong 
tide  fet  in  here.  At  midnight  we  weighed,  and  flood  to  go  out  as  we  came  in,  and  had 
not  gone  long  before  the  carpenter  told  the  mafler  that  if  he  kept  that  courfe  we  fhould 
be  upon  the  rocks  ;  the  mafler  conceived  that  he  was  pad  them,  when  prefently  we 
ran  on  them,  and  there  fluck  fall  twelve  hours,  but  by  the  mercy  of  God  we  got  off 
unhurt.  We  flood  to  the  eafl  and  anchored  in  a  bay  ;  here  the  mafler  fent  me  and  the 
carpenter  in  a  boat  to  feek  a  place  to  winter  in,  and  it  was  time,  the  days  being  long 
and  cold,  and  the  earth  being  covered  with  fnow,  having  fpent  three  months,  to  no 
purpofe,  and  it  being  now  the  lad  day  of  Oftober. 

"  On  the  firfl  of  November  we  found  a  place  whereunto  we  brought  our  fliip,  and 
haled  her  aground  ;  on  the  loth  we  were  frozen  in,  and  now  it  concerned  us  to  take 
care  of  what  we  had,  and  fo  to  fpend,  that  we  might  have  wherewith  to  keep  us  alive, 
until  we  fliould  come  at  the  capes  where  the  fowl  breed  ;  for  there  were  all  the  hopes 
we  had  of  finding  fubfiflence  to  bring  us  home.  Our  mafler  therefore  appointed  a 
reward  to  them  that  killed  boat-fifh  or  fowl.  We  were  vidualled  for  fix  months,  in 
good  proportion,  and  of  that  which  was  good  ;  and  if  our  mafler  would  have  had 
more  he  might  have  been  fupplied  at  home  and  in  other  places  ;  and  it  is  flrange  he 
did  not  prevent  the  hunger  we  endured,  which  occafioned  the  overthrow  of  himfelf 
and  many  other  honefl  men." 

It  appears  very  clearly  from  this  relation,  which  is  indeed  the  only  one  we  have  of 
this  famous  voyage  ;  concerning  v.'hich  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  if  it  was  mofl  for  the 
advantage  of  this  nation  or  ruinous  to  the  brave  man  who  undertook  it ;  that  he  was 
refolved  to  flrike  out  fomething  new,  and  not  to  wafle  his  time  in  retraceing  other 
people's  footfleps ;  and  therefore  when  he  came  to  the  mouth  of  Davis's  Streights,  he 
continued  fleering  diredly  wcfl,  and  then  as  the  coafl  direfted  him  through  thofe 
flreights  that  fince  bear  his  name,  till  he  doubled  Cape  Worfenham,  and  then  he  failed 
down  the  well  coafl  of  New  Britain  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay,  where  he  made 
choice  of  a  place  to  winter  in,  that  was  very  near  as  far  fouth  as  any  part  of  the  illand 
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"of  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  very  back  of  the  French  fettlements  in  Canada.  Captain 
Hudfon  was  a  very  good  judge  of  the  importance  and  confequences  of  his  difcoverv, 
which  induced  him  to  winter  there,  in  hopes  of  performing  fomething  very  confiderable 
the  next  feafon,  which  very  probably  he  would  have  done  if  his  men  had  not  mutinied, 
and  confignedhim  over  to  the  favages  to  be  murdered. 

The  relation  we  have  of  his  voyage  from  Pricket,  is  chiefly  calculated  to  give  an 
•account  of  this  mutiny  ;  but  as  it  is'more  to  our  purpofe  to  come  at  as  good  an  account 
as  we  can  of  the  voyage  itfelf,  we  fiiall  endeavour  to  pick  out  of  it  what  relates  to  that 
matter,  and  then  give  a  fliort  relation  of  that  accident  which  deflroyed  Captain  HudCon 
and  all  his  hopes.  "  It  would  be  tedious  (fays  he)  to  relate  the  hardfhips  we  endured 
whilff  we  wintered  in  this  place  ;  the  cold  was  fo  extreme  that  it  lamed  mofl  of  our 
company  ;  but  I  muft  not  forget  God's  great  mercy  to  us  in  fending  fuch  ftore  of 
white  partridges  during  the  firlt  three  months,  that  we  killed  above  one  hundred  dozen, 
befides  other  fowl  of  fundry  forts. 

."  The  fpring  approaching  the  partridges  left  us,  and  were  fucceeded  by  other  fowl  j 
as  fwans,  geefe,  ducks,  and.teal,  but  hard  to  come  by  ;  they  came  from  the  fouth  and 
flew  to  the  north  ;  but  if  they  be  taken  fliort  by  a  northerly  wind,  then  they  fall,  and 
flay  till  the  wind  ferves  them,  and  then  fly  to  the  northward.  As  the  fummer  came  on 
the  fowls  were  gone,  and  few  or  none  to  be  feen.  Then  we  fearched  the  woods,  hills, 
and  vallies,  for  any  thiiig  that  might  ferve  for  food,  though  ever  fo  vile  ;  the  frofrs 
(in  the  time  of  their  engendering,  asloathfome  as  toads)  were  not  fpared,  nor  the  mofs 
that  grew  on  the  ground  ;  but  amongft  divers  forts  of  vegetables,  Thomas  Woodhoufe 
brought  home  a  bud  of  a  tree  full  of  a  turpentine  fubflance  ;  of  this  our  furgeon  made 
a  decoction  to  drink,  and  applied  the  buds  hot  to  fuch  as  were  troubled  with  aches  in 
any  part  of  their  bodies  ;  and  I  muft  confefs  1  received  thereby  prefent  eafe  of  my  pain. 
As  foon  as  the  ice  began  to  break  out  of  the  bays,  a  favage  came  to  our  fliip,  being  the 
firft  we  had  feen  in  all  this  time ;  our  mafl:er  entertained  him  well,  promifing  to  himfelf 
great  matters  by  his  means,  and  therefore  would  have  to  his  own  ufeall  the  knives  and 
hatchets  that  every  man  had,  but  received  none  except  from  John  King  the  carpenter, 
and  myfelf.  To  this  favage  our  mafter  gave  a  knife,  a  lobking-glafs,  and  buttons  ; 
who  received  them  thankfully,  and  made  figns  that  after  he  had  ilept  he  would  come 
again,  as  he  did.  When  he  came  again  he  drew  after  him  a  fledge,  and  upon  it  two 
deer-fkins  and  two  beaver- fkins  ;  he  laid  the  knife  upon  one  of  the  beaver-fliins,  and 
his  glafs  and  buttons  upon  the  other,  and  fo  gave  them  to  the  mailer,  who  received 
them  ;  and  the  favage  took  thofe  things  the  mafl:er  had  given  him,  and  put  them  into 
his  fcrip  ;  then  the  mafl^er  fhewed  him  an  hatchet,  for  which  he  would  have  given  the 
mafler  one  of  his  deer-fkins  j  but  the  mafler  would  have  them  both,  and  fo  he  had, 
but  not  willingly. 

"  After  many  figns  of  people  to  the  fouth  and  to  the  north,  and  that  after  fo  many 
fleeps  he  would  come  again,  he  went  his  way ;  but  never  came  more.  The  found 
being  now  clear  of  ice,  fo  that  our  boat  could  go  from  one  place  to  another,  Wilfon, 
Green,  and  five  more,  were  ordered  to  go  a  fifiiing  with  our  net.  They  caught  the 
firft  day  five  hundred  fifhes  as  big  as  large  herrings,  which  put  us  all  in  good  hopes  to 
have  our  wants. fupplied  ;  but  thofe  were  the  moil  that  ever  they  caught  in  one  day,  and 
many  days  they  got  not  a  quarter  fo  many.  In  this  time  of  their  fifliing,  Green, 
Wilfon,  and  feme  others  plotted  to  take  the  net,  and  the  fhallop  which  the  carpenter 
had  nev\ly  fet  up,  and  fo  to  fhift  for  themfelves  ;  but  the  fhallop  being  ready,  our  mafter 
would  go  in  it  himfelf  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft,  to  fee  if  he  could  meet  with  people ; 
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for  that  way  we  could  fee  the  woods  burning  :  fo  taking  with  him  as  much  provifion  as 
would  ferve  for  eight  or  nine  days,  he  went  towards  the  fouth,  and  fet  no  time  for  his 
return  ;  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  if  he  could  meet  with  people  he  fliould  have  flefli  of 
them,  and  that  good  (tore ;  but  he  returned  worfe  than  he  went  forth  ;  for  although 
he  was  fo  near  them  as  to  fee  them  fet  the  woods  on  fire,  yet  could  he  not  by  any  means 
come  to  the  fpeech  of  them. 

"  Being  come  on  board,  he  fitted  all  things  for  his  return  ;  and  firfl  delivered  all  the 
bread  out  of  the  bread-room,  which  came  to  a  pound  a  piece  for  every  man's  fhare  j 
and  delivered  alfo  a  bill  of  return,  willing  them  to  have  that  to  fliew,  if  it  fliould  pleafe 
God  they  fliould  come  home,  and  wept  when  he  gave  it  to  them  :  but  to  help  us  to 
fome  relief  in  this  poor  efliate,  our  boat  went  to  work,  on  Friday  morning,  and  ftaid  till 
Sunday  noon,  and  brought  fourfcore  fmall  fiflies ;  a  poor  relief  for  fo  many  hungry 
bellies.  Then  we  weighed,  and  fl:ood  out  of  our  wintering-place,  and  anchored  without 
at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  :  where,  our  bread  being  gone,  what  fliore  of  cheefe  we  had 
was  to  fl:op  a  gap,  whereof  there  were  five,  at  which  time  the  company  grudged,  becaufe 
by  their  reckoning  there  fliould  have  been  nine,  but  thofe  that  were  left  were  equally 
divided  by  the  mailer,  although  he  was  advifed  to  the  contrary,  becaufe  there  were 
fome  who  could  not  govern  themfelves." 

It  was  this  refolution  of  the  maflier's,  to  make  all  fare  alike  for  the  fakeof  profecuting 
the  voyage  with  effecl,  than  which  no  man  was  more  like  to  do  it  than  himfelf,  that 
drew  upon  him  his  deftrudtion  ;  for  his  old  mate,  one  Green,  and  fome  other  people 
in  the  fliip,  relblving  to  leflen  the  number  of  hands,  and  fo  get  all  the  provifions  that 
were  left  to  themfelves,  moft  barbaroufly  contrived  to  turn  Captain  Hudfon,  the 
carpenter,  and  all  the  fick  men,  out  of  the  fliip ;  after  which  they  determined  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  for  England.  This  they  performed  the  19th  of  June,  161 1,  by 
forcing  Captain  Hudfon  and  eight  more  into  the  fliallop  without  provifions,  though 
moft  of  them  were  taken  fick  out  of  bed,  who  after  that  time  were  never  heard  of,  but 
were  either  drowned,  ftarved,  or  murdered  by  the  favages  :  neither  did  the  leaders  of 
this  mutiny  efcape  much  better ;  for  being  obliged  to  land  frequently  on  the  defart 
coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  fubfiftence,  they  fell  there  into  a  fray  with  the  favages,  in 
which  Green  and  lome  others  were  killed  ;  fo  that  very  few,  and  thofe  too  in  a  miferable 
condition,  returned  to  England,  where  Pricket  wrote  that  account  of  the  voyage  for  his 
own  juftification,  from  which  we  have  made  thefe  extrafts. 

At  firft  there  fell  great  imputations  upon  this  man,  becaufe  he  adminiftered  the  oath 
to  the  confpirators ;  but  upon  an  enquiry  it  appeared  very  clearly,  that  this  oath  con- 
tained nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the  duty  of  the  feamen  ;  and  that  the  true  reafon  why 
they  preferved  him  was,  becaufe  that  being  fervant  to  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  who  was  a 
man  of  great  power  and  reputation,  they  were  in  hopes  he  would  interpofe  and  lave 
their  lives,  which  they  ought  to  have  forfeited  as  pirates.  Upon  this  imperfed);  account 
of  Hudfon's  Bay,  feveral  perfons  who  had  been  engaged  already  in  expeditions  for  the 
difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paffage,  began  to  hope  that  now  they  had  a  fairer  profpect 
than  ever  of  bringing  this  project  to  bear,  in  cafe  they  could  find  any  able  manner  who 
would  undertake  to  profecute  the  difcoveries  made  by  Hudfon. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Henry  Prince  of  Wales  was  the  great  patron  of  learning  and 
virtue  at  that  time  ;  and  being  applied  to  by  the  perfons  concerned  in  this  projed,  he 
refolvcd  to  fend  one  Captain  Button,  his  own  fervant,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  courage, 
and  experience,  and  having  the  countenance  of  fo  great  a  perfon,  was  moft  likely  to 
maintain  difcipline  amongfl  his  feamen.     Accordingly,  in  the  year  161 1,  he  failed  on 
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this  expedition,  in  which  he  pafTed  Hudfon's  Sti'cights,  and  leaving  Iludfon's  Bay  to 
the  fouth  failed  above  two  hundred  leagues  to  the  north-wcfl:,  through  a  fca  above 
eighty  fathoms  deep,  and  difcovered  a  great  continent  called  by  him  New  Wales  ;  where, 
after  much  miftry  and  ficknefs,  wintering  at  Port  Nelfon,  he  carefully  IcarcKed  all  the 
bay,  from  him  called  Button's  Bay,  back  again,  almofl;  to  Digg's  Ifland.  He  dif- 
covered the  great  ifland  called  Gary's  Swans-neft.  He  lofl  many  of  his  men  during 
his  (lay  in  the  river  called  Port  Nelfon,  in  fifty-feven  degrees  ten  minutes  north  latitude, 
though  he  kept  three  fires  in  his  fliip  all  winter,  and  had  great  ftore  of  white  partridges 
and  other  fowl,  bcfides  deer,  bears,  and  foxes.  Upon  his  retu'-n  from  this  voyage  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  great  expcftations  were  rai^^;  d  from  his  dif- 
coveries,  which  had  certainly  been  profccuted  with  effeft,  if  Prince  Henry  had  not  died 
foon  after. 

It  was  a  great  pity  that  Sir  Thomas  Button,  who  was  certainly  a  very  underftanding 
man,  formed  private  views  of  his  own  from  the  knowledge  he  obtained  in  his  voyage  ; 
which  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  he  affirmed  he  bad  convinced  his  mafter,  King 
James,  that  there  was  a  pafliige  this  way  into  the  South  Seas.  The  reafons  upon  which 
this  opinion  was  founded,  as  well  as  notes  of  iiis  voyage,  he  promifed  to  give  to  Mr. 
Briggs,  the  famous  mathematician,  who  had  turned  his  thoughts  much  upon  this 
fubject,  but  never  did  ;  which  was  the  reafon  that  all  the  expeditions  undertaken  on 
that  fide  afterwards  failed  ;  but,  however,  we  have  fufficient  grounds  to  affirm,  from 
the  knowledge  derived  to  us  from  another  quarter,  that  the  difcoveries  of  Sir  Thomas 
Button,  if  profecuted,  might  have  proved  highly  advantageous  to  this  nation,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  feeming  rigour  of  the  climate,  and  barrennefsof  the  country. 

The  French  were  in  poffeffion  of  Fort  Bourbon,  which  we  call  New  York  Fort, 
upon  St.  Therefa,  the  eaftern  branch  of  Nelfon  River,  from  the  year  1697  to    1714. 
Monfieur  Jeremie,   who    was   lieutenant   there  from    1697  to  1708,  and  afterwards 
governor  till  he  gave  it  up  in  1714  to  us,  gives  a  very  particular  account  of  that  river 
and  the  adjoining  countries,  great  part  of  which  he  affirms  to  be  of  his  own  knowledge, 
having  travelled  a  great  way  fouth-weit  into  the  country,  among  the  rivers  and  lakes. 
The  Danifli,  or  Churchill's  River,  upon  which  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  have  lately 
built  a  ftrongflone  fort,  he  fays,  is  fituatcdin  fifty-nine  degrees  north  latitude,  and  is  about 
five  hundred  paces  wide  at  the  entrance  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  league,  and  very  deep; 
but  within  it   is  much  broader,  and   navigable   into  the  country   a  hundred   and   fifty 
leagues  ;  there  is  but  little  wood  upon  the  river  near  the  bay,  except  in  the  iflands.    At 
a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  diftance  is  a  chain  of  high  mountains,  with  great  catarads 
and  falls  of  water  ;    but  beyond  thefe  it  is  again  navigable,  and  has  a  communication 
with  a  river,  called  the  River  of  Stags.     Fifteen  leagues  northward  of  this  river  is  the 
river  of  Loup  Marine,  or  River  of  Seals.     Betwixt  thefe  rivers  is  found  a  kind  of  ox, 
called  the  muik  ox,  which  fmells  at  fome  time  of  the  year  fo  ftrong  of  mulk  that  it 
cannot  be  eat:  they  have  very  fine  wool,  which  is  longer  than  that  of  the  Barbary 
fheep  :  they  are  fmaller  than  French  oxen,  with  very  crooked  horns,  which  turn  round 
like  ram's-horns,  and  are  fo  long  that  they  weigh  fometimes  fixty  pounds  ;  they  have 
fhort  legs,  and  their  wool  trails  upon  the  ground  :  they  are  not  numerous. 

This  river  comes  from  a  nation  he  calls  Platfcotez  de  Chiens,  who  makes  war  againft 
the  Savanna  Indians,  who  traded  with  the  French.  In  that  country  they  have  a  large 
copper  mine  fo  fine,  that  without  fmelting  it  they  make  copper  of  it,  by  beating  it 
betwixt  two  (tones :  he  faw  a  great  deal  of  it,  which  their  Indians  got  when  they  went 
to  war  againft  that  nation.     This  nation  has  a  fweet  humane  afpeft,  but  their  country  is 
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not  good.  They  have  no  beaver,  but  live  by  fifhing,  and  a  kind  of  deer  they  call 
cariboux  (rein-deer) ;  the  hares  grow  white  in  winter,  and  i^ecover  their  colour  ia 
fpring  ;  they  have  very  large  ears,  and  are  always  black  ;  their  fkins  in  winter  are  very 
pretty,  of  fine  long  hair,  which  does  not  fall,  lb  that  they  make  very  fine  muffs.  He 
fays  he  can  fay  nothing  pofitively  in  going  farther  northward,  but  only  that  their 
favages  reported  that  in  the  bottom  of  the  northern  bay  there  is  a  ftreight,  where  they 
can  eafily  difcover  land  on  the  other  fide  :  they  had  never  gone  to  the  end  of  that 
ftreight ;  they  fay  there  is  ice  there  all  the  year,  which  is  drove  by  the  wind,  fometimes 
one  way,  fometimes  another.  According  to  all  appearance  this  arm  of  the  fea  has  a 
communication  with  the  Weftern  Ocean  ;  and  what  makes  it  more  probable  is,  that 
■when  the  winds  conie  from  the  northern  quarter,  the  fea  is  difcharged  by  that  ftreight 
in  fuch  abundance,  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  as  to  raife  the  water  ten  feet  above  the  ordinary 
tides  ;  infomuch  that  when  they  find  the  waters  rife,  fliips  take  flielter'againft  thefe 
northerly  winds.  The  favages  fay,  that  after  travelling  fome  months  to  weft-fouth- 
weft,  they  came  to  the  fea,  upon  which  they  faw  great  veflTels  with  men,  who  had 
beards  and  caps,  who  gather  gold  on  the  fnore  that  is  at  the  mouths  of  rivers.  In 
pafling  to  the  fouthward  from  the  Daniih  River,  at  fixty  leagues  diftance,  is  the  River 
Bourbon  or  Nelfon,  in  latitude  fifty  feven  degrees. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  country  betwixt  thofe  two  rivers,  but  a  great: 
number  of  the  deer,  called  cariboux,  which  being  drove  from  the  woods  by  a  great  . 
number  of  mufchetoes  or  midges,  come  to  the  ftiore  to  refrefh  themfelves  ;  they  are 
in  herds  of  10,000  together,  and  fpread  through  a  country  forty  or  fifty  leagues  in 
extent.  They  might  have  as  many  of  their  Ikins  as  they  pleafed,  and  forae  have  been 
drefled,  which  have  been  very  fine.  They  have  there  all  forts  of  wild-fowl,  as  fwans, 
buftards,  gecfe,  cranes,  ducks,  and  thofe  of  the  fmaller  kind  in  fuch  great  numbers 
that  when  they  rife  they  darken  the  Iky,  and  make  fo  loud  a  noife  that  they  can  Icarce 
hear  each  other  fpeak.  He  fays,  that  this  may  appear  fabulous,  but  affirms  he  fays 
nothing  but  what  he  faw  himfelf,  for  he  would  not  truft  to  the  report  of  others,  but 
went  himfelf  to  almoft  every  place  he  mentions.  The  River  St.  Therefa,  upon  which 
they  built  Fort  Bourbon,  is  a  branch  of  Nelfon  River,  by  which  the  natives  conie 
down  to  trade.  This  river  is  of  fo  great  extent  that  it  paffes  through  many  great  lakes  ; 
the  firft  is  150  leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  is  100  leagues  in  circuit;' 
the  natives  call  it  the  Lake  of  Forts  (or  rather  Forefts).  On  the  north  fide  a  river 
difcharges  iifelf,  called  the  Rapid  River;  this  takes  its  rife  from  a  lake  300  leagues 
from  the  firft,  which  they  call  Michinipi,  or  the  Great  Waters  ;  becaufe,  in  effeft,  it 
is  the  greateft  and  deepeft  lake,  being  600  leagues  in  circumference,  and  receives  into 
it  many  rivers,  fome  of  which  have  a  communication  with  the  Danifti  River,  and  others 
with  the  Plafcotez  de  Chiens;  about  this  lake  and  along  thef^  rivers  are  many  Indians, 
who  call  themfelves  the  Nation  of  the  Great  Waters,  or  of  Affinibowls  ;  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  thefe  are  as  humane  and  aflable,  as  the  Efkimaux  are  fierce  and  bar- 
barous, as  are  alio  all  other  nations  along  Hudfon's  Bay.  At  the  extremity  of  the  Lake 
of  Forefts  the  River  Bourbon  continues  its  courfe,  and  comes  from  another  lake,  called 
the  Junftion  of  the  two  Seas,  becaufe  the  land  almoft  meets  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  ; 
the  eaft  fide  of  this  lake  is  a  country  full  of  thick  forefts,  in  which  are  great  numbers 
of  beavers  and  elks.     Here  begins  the  country  of  the  Chriftinaux. 

This  is  in  a  much  more  temperate  climate.  The  weft  fide  is  full  of  finC  meadows, 
filled  with  wild  oxen.  The  Ailinibowls  live  here  :  the  lake  is  400  leagues  in  circum- 
ference, and  200  from  the  other  lake  :   100  leagues  farther  weft-fouth-weft  along  this 
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rwer  is  another  lake,  which  they  call  Oiinipigouchih,  or  the  Little  Sea ;  it  is  almoft 
the  fame  country  and  climate  with  the  other,  inhabited  by  the  fame  Indians,  the  AfTmi- 
bowls,  the  Chriflinaux,  and  Souteurs  ;  it  is  300  leagues  in  circumference  ;  at  the 
further  end  is  a  river,  which  comes  from  'I'acamiouen,  which  is  not  fo  great  as  the 
other  ;  it  is  into  this  lake  that  the  River  of  Stags  is  difcharged,  which  is  of  fuch  a 
length  that  the  natives  have  not  yet  difcovcred  its  fource ;  from  this  river  they  can  go 
to  another,  which  runs  weftward,  but  all  the  red  run  either  into  the  bay  or  river  of 
Canada.  He  endeavoured  to  fend  the  natives  to  difcover  if  it  went  to  the  weflward 
fea,  but  their  enemies  lying  in  the  way  prevented  them  ;  however,  they  brought  fome 
of  them  prifoners,  who  faid  they  alfo  were  at  war  with  another  nation  farther  weft ; 
thefe  faid  they  had  neighbours  with  beards,  who  lived  in  ftone-houfes  and  forts,  that 
they  were  not  clothed  like  them  ;  that  they  had  white  kettles  ;  and  fhewing  theai  a 
filvcr  cup,  they  faid  it  was  of  that  metal  ;  they  faid  they  tilled  their  land  with  tools  of 
that  metal.     According  to  their  defcription  it  was  maize  they  cultivated. 

The  intendant  of  Canada  was  very  defirous  to  difcover  thefe  countries  from  thence ; 
but  it  is  much  eafier  from  Fort  Bourbon,  as  it  is  fliorter ;  and  though  a  fine  country  full 
of  beads  and  wild  fowl,  befides  fruit,  which  grow  wild,  as  plums,  apples,  and  grapes, 
and  great  variety  of  fmaller  fruit.  On  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  this  lake,  Tacamiouen, 
is  a  river  which  comes  from  another,  called  the  Lake  of  Dogs,  which  is  not  far  from 
the  fuperior  lake.  The  River  St.  Therefa  is  but  half  a  league  wide  where  the  fort  is 
built ;  two  leagues  higher  is  Fort  Philipeaux,  built  for  a  retreat ;  there  the  river  begins 
to  be  interfperfed  witti  iflands ;  twenty  leagues  above  the  fort  the  river  divides  into  two 
branches,  one  which  comes  from  the  north-wefl  fide  communicates  with  Nelfon  or 
Bourbon  Rivei*,  by  which  the  natives  come  down  to  trade  by  the  means  of  a  land 
carriage  from  the  Lake  of  Forefts  to  this  river.  Twenty  leagues  above  the  firfl  fork 
there  is  another  that  conies  from  the  fouth-eaft,  which  the  natives  call  Guicomatouang, 
or  the  Great  Fork.  This  has  a  communication  with  the  River  St.  Huiles  ;  the  weftern 
branch,  though  dill  called  St.  Therefa,  is  but  of  a  fmall  extent,  coming  from  its  fource 
by  feveral  fmall  brooks,  in  each  of  which  are  great  numbers  of  lynx,  beavers,  martins, 
and  others  of  fmaller  furs.  Betwixt  the  two  forts  is  a  fmall  river,  called  Egaree,  from 
whence  they  get  their  wood  for  firing,  it  being  fcarce  at  the  fort.  Near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  is  another  fmall  one  they  call  Gargouffe ;  there  comes  in  at  high  water  a  great 
number  of  porpoifes.  The  river  being  narrow  here,  there  might  be  a  good  fifhing, 
where  they  might  make  above  fix  hundred  barrels  of  oil  annually. 

From  this  river  of  St.  Huiles,  or  New  Severn,  is  1 00  leagues  fouth-ead.  It  is  fituated. 
in  latitude  ^6  degrees ;  the  entrance  is  but  fliallow,  only  capable  of  veflels  of  fixty 
tons  ;  here  might  be  made  good  houfes,  for  wood  is  very  plenty  here  ;  and  there  are 
great  numbers  of  beaverS  higher  up  the  river.  As  to  the  climate  of  Fort  Bourbon,  it 
being  in  latitude  ^y  degrees,  is  very  cold  in  winter,  which  begins  about  Michaelmas 
and  ends  in  May.  The  fun  fets  about  three,  and  rifes  about  nine  in  the  v.inter.  When 
the  days  grow  a  little  longer,  and  the  cold  is  more  temperate,  the  fportfmen  kill  as 
many  partridges  and  hares  as  they  pleafe.  One  year,  when  they  had  eighty  men  in 
garrifon,  they  had  the  curiofity  to  reckon  the  number,  which  amounted  to  ninety 
thoufand  partridges,  and  twenty-five  thoufand  hares.  At  the  end  of  April,  the  geefe, 
buftards,  and  ducks,  return  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  kill  as  many  as  they  pleafe  ; 
they  alfo  take  great  numbers  of  cariboux,  or  rein-deer  ;  in  March  and  April  they  come 
from  the  north  to  the  fouth,  and  extend  then  along  the  river  fixty  leagues  :  they  go 
again  northward  in  July  and  Augufl ;  the  roads  they  make  in  the  fnow  are  as  well 
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padded,  and  crofs  each  other  as  often  as  the  {Ireets  at  Paris.  The  natives  make  hedges 
with  the  branches  of  trees,  and  leave  opGning«;,  in  wliich  ihey  fix  fnares,  and  thus  take 
numbers  of  them  :  when  they  fwim  the  rivers,  in  returning  northwards,  the  natives 
kill  them  in  canoes  with  lances,  as  many  as  they  pleafe.  In  fummer  they  have  the 
pleafure  ot  fifliing,  and  with  nets  take  pike,  trnut,  and  carp,  and  a  white  fifh  fomething 
like  a  herring,  by  much  the  befl:  filh  in  the  world  :  they  preferve  thofe  for  their  winter 
provifion,  by  putting  them  in  fnow,  or  freezing  them,  as  alfo  the  flefh  they  would  pre- 
ferve. They  keep  thus  alfo  geefe,  ducks,  and  buftards,  which  they  roafl;  w"ith  the 
hares  and  partridges  they  kill  in  winter.  So  that,  though  it  be  a  cold  climate,  there 
is  good  living  there,  by  getting  bread  and  wine  from  Europe. 

Though  the  fummer  be  fliort  they  had  a  garden,  and  good  coleworts,  with  falads 
and  fmall  herbs,  which  they  put  in  their  foups  in  winter.  He  had  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  livres  profit  out  of  eight  thoufand  fent  him  in  goods  in  one  feafon  ; 
they  have  alfo  bears,  elks,  and  all  forts  of  beafts,  whofe  fkins  and  furs  are  valued  in 
France  ;  and,  according  to  him  it  is  one  of  the  mod  profitable  polls  in  North  America, 
confidering  the  expence.  Thus  far  this  French  writer,  from  whom  we  have  borrowed 
a  very  clear  and  copious  account  of  the  advantages  that  might  have  accrued  to  us,  if 
our  original  difcovery  of  Hudfon's  Bay  had  been  properly  confidered. 

But  there  were,  and  will  be  always,  a  race  of  people  decrying  thofe  projedls  they 
want  courage  to  attempt ;  and  who,  by  ridiculing  the  pains  taken  to  vifit  tne  frozen 
climates  and  barren  countries,  hinder  thofe  improvements  which  might  otherwife 
follow  from  fuch  kind  of  expeditions.  But  they  ought  to  confider  before  they  run 
down  fuch  attempts,  that  we  have  numbers  of  poor  people  here  who  want  em- 
ployment, and  for  whom  employments  ought  to  be  found ;  that  if  this  be  not  done, 
they  will  either  ftarve  to  our  ihame,  or  ftrike  out  ways  of  living  at  our  expence ; 
whereas,  if  they  were  thus  employed,  they  would  both  maintain  themfelves  and  benefit 
the  public  :  befides  there  is  this  advantage  that  attends  northern  expeditions  and  dif- 
coveries,  that  they  breed  a  race  of  hardy  and  ufeful  feamen,  who  are  nearer  at  hand, 
and  confequcntly  more  capable  of  ferving  their  country  upon  any  emergency  than 
fuch  as  are  employed  in  other  branches  of  navigation.  As  to  the  fuppofed  difficulties 
that  are  to  be  in  this  way  encountered,  it  is  a  fhame  to  hear  them  mentioned  amongfl: 
people  who  pretend  to  maritime  power. 

If  men  are  afraid  of  ice,  cold,  and  rocks,  they  muft  relinquifh  all  thoughts  of  being 
great  at  fea,  and  leave  it  to  thofe  who  can  not  only  endure  but  even  defpife  fuch  hard- 
fhips :  the  Dutch,  the  Danes,  and  the  Hamburghers,  fail  every  year  on  the  whale 
filhery,  near  20  degrees  farther  north  than  the  bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay ;  and  the 
French  from  Canada  travel  through  and  live  in  thefe  very  countries  of  which  we  are 
fpeaking,  with  as  much  eafe  as  the  favagcs  themfelves ;  and,  indeed,  why  fhould  they  not, 
or  why  fliould  we  imagine  that  one  man,  or  one  race  of  men,  can  do  more  than  another  ? 
Our  anceftors  were  of  this  opinion,  or  at  leaft  they  thought  that  if  fuch  a  race  of  men 
there  were,  they  might  be  found  in  this  ifland :  and  here,  if  properly  encouraged  and 
due  regard  fhevv-n  to  their  virtue,  they  will  be  always  found,  for  it  is  not  the  people 
but  their  governors  that  alter,  and  therefore  we  have  a  right  to  blame  thofe  who  took 
fo  little  notice  of  what  Sir  Thomas  Button  performed,  and  fo  little  attended  to  what 
might  be  made  of  thefe  countries,  as  we  certainly  ought  to  commend  fuch  as  contrived 
or  promoted  the  law  lately  paffcd  for  encouraging  private  pcrfons  to  attempt  once 
more  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  pafiagc,  by  fecuring  to  them  a  reward  from  the 
public,  which,  without  doubt,  they  will  juflly  defervc. 

4  13-  The 
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13.  The  next  thing  that  occurs  in  order  of  time,  is  the  afltrting  our  right  to  that 
part  of  the  continent  of  America  which  lies  north  from  New  England,  and  which  is 
now  called  Nova  Scotia,  but  was  then  looked  upon  as  part  of  North  Virginia,  and  as 
fuch  within  the  charter  of  the  Weftern  Company,  who  gave  ftridt  orders  to  ihofe  in 
their  fervice  to  prevent  foreign  nations  fettling  in  their  limits ;  by  which  means  this 
country  of  Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  of  fo  great  confequence  in  itfelf,  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  our  other  plantations  on  the  main,  was  preferved.  The  bounds  of  this 
province  are  the  ocean  to  the  north,  Cape  Breton  Ifland,  and  the  Bay  of  St.  Laurence 
to  the  eaft,  Canada  to  the  weft,  and  New  England  to  the  fouth ;  it  lies  from  43  to 
5 1  degrees  north  latitude,  and  from  the  river  St.  Croix,  the  ncarefl:  to  New  Hamp- 
(hire,  to  the  great  river  of  St.  Laurence,  has  almoft  fix  hundred  miles  of  coafl,  but 
mofl:  of  it  uninhabited  and  defart,  the  Indians  themfelves  making  little  or  no  ufe  of  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Argall,  then  governor  of  Virginia,  made  a  fort  of  cruizing  voyage 
round  the  coafl:  northwards,  as  far  as  Cape  Cod  in  New  England,  in  the  year  161 8, 
five  or  fix  years  before  the  Englifh,  who  intended  to  fettle,  arrived  in  that  country. 
The  Indians  informed  him  that  fome  white  men,  like  himfelf,  were  come  to  inhabit  to 
the  northward  of  them.  Sir  Samuel  Argall,  who  took  all  that  country,  as  far  as  it 
had  been  difcovered  by  Cabot,  to  belong  to  the  Virginia  Company  his  employers, 
failed  thither,  found  a  fettlement  and  a  fhip  riding  before  it,  which  belonged  to  fome 
Frenchmen  :  Argall  drew  fo  clofe  to  it,  that,  with  his  fmall  arms,  he  beat  all  the  men 
from  the  deck,  fo  that  they  could  not  ufe  their  guns,  their  fliip  having  but  one  deck ; 
among  others  there  were  two  Jefuits  aboard,  one  of  which  endeavoured  to  fire  off  one 
of  their  cannon^  and  was  fhot.  Argall  having  taken  the  fhip,  landed  his  men,  marched 
to  and  fummoned  the  fort  to  furrender :  the  French  afked  time  to  confider  of  it,  which 
was  denied,  upon  which  they  got  privately  away  and  fled  into  the  woods.  The 
Englifh  entered  it,  and  lodged  there  that  night,  and  the  next  day  the  French  came  and 
yielded  to  Sir  Samuel,  cancelling  the  patents  that  had  been  granted  them  for  their 
fettlement  by  the  French  King.  Sir  Samuel  permitted  fuch  of  the  French  as  were 
fo  difpofed  to  take  paifage  for  Europe  in  the  fiihing  fliips,  and  took  the  reft  with  him 
to  Virginia,  according  to  their  choice. 

The  French  had  another  fettlement  at  a  place  they  called  Port  Royal,  on  a  bay  on 
the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Acadia,  which  the  two  Jefuits  had  left  out  of  pique  to  their 
governor  M.  Biencourt ;  and  with  thefe  Frenchmen  feparated  from  the  others.  Father 
Biard,  the  furviving  Jefuit,  out  of  malice  to  Biencourt,  informed  Sir  Samuel  of  the 
fettlement  at  Port  Royal,  and  the  eafe  with  which  he  might  reduce  it,  which  he  found 
to  be  true ;  and,  on  the  furrender  of  the  French,  he  did  no  damage  to  their  houfes, 
their  barns,  and  mills,  but  obliged  them  to  quit  the  country  they  had  fowed  and 
reaped  ;  and  thofe  of  them  that  did  not  care  to  return  home,  removed  to  the  river  of 
St.  Lawrence,  where  now  is  the  capital  of  Canada  or  New  France. 

When  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges  was  prefident  of  the  New  England  Company,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  Sir  William  Alexander  to  procure  a  particular  grant  for  the  land  to  the  north- 
ward of  their  patent,  which  was  eafily  obtained  of  King  James  I.  and  a  year  after, 
1622,  Sir  William,  and  fome  others  whom  he  had  got  to  be  concerned  with  him,  fent 
a  fhip  with  palfengers  to  plant  and  fettle  there.  Newfoundland  was  then  very  well 
known  on  account  of  the  fiihery,  and  the  fhip  being  late  in  her  voyage  the  mafler  put 
in  and  wintered  there.  The  next  year  they  fet  iail,  and  made  tlie  promontory  at  the 
north  fhore  of  Cape  Breton  Ifland  :  they  coalted  it  along  till  they  came  to  Cape  Sable 
in  Acadia,  where  they  found  three  good  harbours,  and  went  afliore  at  one  of  them, 

which 
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which  they  called  Luke's  Bay;  in  which  was  a  large  river  that  had  eight  fathoms 
water  at  ebb.  This  fliip  failed  up  one  of  thefe,  and  according  to  the  accounts  that 
were  publiflied  by  thofe  that  were  to  be  fliarers  in  the  patent,  this  country  is  defcribed 
as  a  kind  of  paradife ;  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  have  engaged  people  to  go  over 
thither  to  fettle,  to  which  end  Sir  William  Alexander,  the  original  proprietor,  afterwards 
created  Earl  of  Sterling,  wrote  and  publii'hed  a  book,  and  his  fovereign  King  James 
erefted  a  new  order,  called  the  Knights  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  facilitate  this  plantation. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  the  care  that  was  taken  of  it,  this  projefl:  proved  abortive, 
and,  which  is  very  extraordinary,  modern  authors  have  taught  us  to  condemn  and  cen- 
fure  fuch  as  forefaw  the  confequence  and  importance  of  this  country  to  the  Britifh 
nation,  when  unfettled  and  unimproved,  and  to  treat  as  weak  and  pufillanimous  the 
condud  of  thofe  times,  when  in  full  peace  the  French  were,  by  force  of  arms,  com- 
pelled to  quit  a  country,  which,  though  fettled  by  them,  was  difcovered  by  us  ;  and 
from  thefe  fugitives  it  was  that  the  more  northen  fettlement  of  the  French  took  birth. 
The  expedition  of  Sir  Samuel  Argall  was  certainly  both  a  vigorous  and  a  right  mea- 
fure  ;  and  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  was  a  very  fenfible  thing,  though  the 
defign  of  it  is  now  not  well  underftood,  or  rather  forgot  ;  and  therefore,  though  it 
may  take  up  fome  room,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  revive  and  explain  it.  It  was  fuggefted 
to  King  James  that  the  traft  of  country  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  belonging 
to  his  crown,  being  very  large,  and  not  likely  to  be  planted  in  any  reafonable  fpace  of 
time  by  the  EngHlh,  it  would  be  a  very  wife  and  prudent  meafure  to  grant  under  the 
great  feal  of  Scotland  a  part  of  it  to  his  fubje£ts  of  that  kingdom,  upon  a  fuppofitioa 
that  it  would  be  more  beneficial  for  them  and  more  for  the  intei'eft  of  the  united  king- 
doms if  they  went  over  and  fettled  there,  than  if,  as  to  that  time  they*  had  frequently 
done,  they  tranfported  themfelves  to  Poland,  Sweden,  and  Ruffia,  in  which  countries 
there  were  at  that  time  many  thoufand  Scotch  families. 

Such  was  the  original  fcheme  of  fettling  and  planting  Nova  Scotia ;  and  if  the 
courtiers  of  thofe  times  made  a  job  of  this,  and  thereby  defeated  the  fcheme  ;  how- 
ever this  may  reflefl:  on  their  memories,  it  ought  to  draw  no  fort  of  odium  on  the 
projeft  itfelf,  which  was  very  well  and  wifely  laid,  if  it  had  been  as  honeftly  and  wifely 
executed.  There  was  afterwards  another  grant  made  of  the  tiorthern  part  of  this 
country,  to  Sir  David  Kirk,  from  whom  the  French  King  bought  it,  or  at  lead  con- 
traftcd  to  give  him  five  thoufand  pounds  for  it ;  a  very  plain  proof  that  even  the  French 
acknowledged  the  right  by  which  he  held  it ;  and  a  French  nobleman  likewife  bought, 
many  years  after  that.  Sir  William  Alexander's  property.  It  may  be  enquired  why 
the  crown  of  England  did  not  interpofe  and  prevent  thefe  fales,  as  might  no  doubt 
have  been  done  ;  and  the  plain  anfwer  to  this  is,  that  the  French  proteftants  being 
principally  concerned  in  thefe  fettlements,  the  crown  had  a  tendernefs  for  them. 

But  Oliver  Cromwell  fent  Major  Sedgwick  to  diflodge  the  French  from  Port  Royal, 
which  he  did  ;  and  though  the  Protestor  afterwards  confented  that  a  French  proprietor 
fliould  enjoy  the  country,  yet  it  was  upon  condition  that  he  (hould  make  out  this  right  by 
purchafe  from  the  Earl  of  Sterling;  which  he  afterwards  did,  and  then  fold  it  to  Sir 
Thomas  Temple,  who  was  both  proprietor  and  governor  at  the  Reftoration  :  after 
which  the  French  fettled  there  again,  and  remained  there  in  quiet  poffeffion  till  the 
year  1690,  when  they  were  dipoffeifed  by  Sir  William  Phips,  then  governor  of  New 
England ;  but  it  was  afterwards  given  up  again  to  the  French  by  King  William's 
treaty  of  Ryfwick.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  underftood  that  either  King  Charles  II. 
or  King  William  III.,  by  their  refpedive  treaties  with  France,  gave  up  the  claim  of  this 
I  nation 
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nation  to  that  country,  noi-  did  the  French  fo  underfland  it,  but  only  permitted  tliat 
polVeflion,  becaufe,  as  the  circumAances  of"  things  then  ftood,  ihey  were  unwiHing  to 
contefl:  it.  In  all  ihefe  changes,  however,  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  followed  the  fate 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  both  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  French  till  the  year  1710, 
when  Governor  Nicholfon  made  himfelf  mader  of  Port  Royal,  which  was  become  a 
place  of  very  great  importance  in  many  rcfpeifls,  more  tTpecially  in  this,  that  it  gave 
the  French  an  opportunity  of  diflurbing  and  didrcfling  our  trade  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  was  very  properly  flvled  die  Dunkirk  of  America. 

We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  taking  this  place  was  looked  upon  as  a 
very  remarkable  fervice,  or  that  the  Queen  fliould  beflow  her  name  upon  it  to  fhew 
that  file  never  meant  to  part  with  it.  Upon  the  fame  principle.  Colonel  Nicholfon, 
upon  his  return  to  England,  had  a  commiflion  granted  him  to  be  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  of  Annapolis  Royal,  and  conunander  of  all  Her  Majefly's  forces  thei'c  and 
in  Newfoundland.  While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  a  negociation  for  peace  was 
fet  on  foot,  which  afterwards  produced  one  that  has  fmce  made  a  great  deal  of  noife,  more 
efpecially  with  regard  to  the  flipulations  therein,  in  reference  to  this  province ;  and 
therefore  it  is  i-equifite  for  us  to  fee  what  relates  to  Nova  Scotia  in  the  Utrecht  treaty, 
the  words  of  which,  in  the  twelfth  article,  are,  "  All  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  with  all 
ancient  boundaries,  as  alfo  the  city  of  Port  Royal,  now  called  Annapolis,  and  all  other 
things  in  thefe  parts  which  depend  on  lands  and  iflands,  together  with  the  dominion, 
property,  pofleffion  of  the  faid  iflands,  lands,  and  all  rights  whatfoever,  by  treaties  or 
by  any  other  way  obtained,"  &c.  To  which  the  French  King  added  the  exclufion  of 
the  fubjeds  of-France  from  fifhing  on  the  coafl  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  within  thirty- 
leagues,  beginning  from  Cape  Sable  and  flretching  along  to  the  fouth-weft ;  there  is  no 
doubt  but  this  article,  as  it  is  worded,  contains  the  reftitution  of  Cape  Breton,  which 
ought  to  have  gone  along  with  Nova  Scotia,  as  it  had  hitherto  done;  neither  is  this  a 
bare  conjecture,  or  my  particular  notion,  but  the  general  fentiment  of  fuch  as  were 
beft  acquainted  with  this  affair,  and  with  the  negociation  that  concerned  it  ;  which  in- 
duced the  Queen,  in  her  inftruiflions  to  the  late  Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  when  he  went 
ambaflador  to  France,  to  declare  that  flie  looked  upon  Cape  Breton  to  belong  to  her, 
and  reckoned  that  ifland  a  part  of  the  ancient  territory  of  Nova  Scotia.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  this  article  in  the  Queen's  inffruclions,  the  French  were  fuifered  to  keep  Cape 
Breton,  but,  moil:  undoubtedly,  this  gave  them  no  right  to  it. 

I  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  in  this  cafe,  I  mean  in  the  cafe  of  plantations,  pof- 
feflion  is  the  only  or  even  the  befl  right,  becaufe  fuch  a  doctrine  might  confer  right  upon  ■ 
pirates.  1  he  beft  claim  of  civilized  nations,  with  refpe£l;  to  new  countries,  was  always 
allowed  to  be  the  hrft  difcovery.  This  right  is  that  on  which  is  founded  our  title, 
and  very  juflly ;  for  we  have  certainly  difcovered  all  the  countries  that  border  on 
Davis's  Straits,  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  fo  forwards  to  the  limits  of  Georgia  ;  and  this 
right  being  in  the  crown  of  England,  and  inherited  with  the  crown  of  England,  could 
never  be  granted  away,  yielded  to  a  foreign  power,  orotherwife  transferred,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament ;  though  the  temponiry  pofleflron  might.  For,  in  thofe 
treaties  by  which  Acadia  was  left  to  France,  the  crown  only  ftipulatcd  not  to  deprive 
the  French  of  their  pofleflicn,  during  the  continuance  of  the  peace,  but  the  right  ftill 
remained  in  us,  and  muft  always  remain  in  us. 

We  have  before  fliev^'n  that  the  French  acknowledged  this,  as  appears  by  the  King 
of  France's  purchafing  under  our  title ;  nor  was  it  ever  difputed  till  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  that  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  belonged  to  Nova  Scotia,  nor  could  it  be  dif- 
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puted,  becaufe  the  very  charter  which  eftabliflied  Nova  Scotia  as  a  dlfl:in£t  province, 
included  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  in  exprefs  words.  We  may  add  to  this,  that  our 
title  to  Labrador  or  New  Britain  is  unqueftionable,  of  which  country  Nova  Scotia  was 
a  part,  till  feparated  by  the  charter ;  and  our  claim  to  Newfoundland  has  been  always 
maintained,  as  we  fhewed  in  the  former  fedion :  fo  that  on  the  whole  it  may  be  juflly 
affirmed,  that  our  right  to  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  is  as  clear  and  as  unqueftionable 
as  that  of  any  European  nation  to  any  of  its  Englifli  fettlements  in  America,  or  elfe- 
where.  But  if  it  fliould  be  demanded  of  what  ufe  this  reafoning  is,  I  anfwer,  that 
having  nov/  recovered  the  pofleffion  of  that  ifland  to  which  we  had  always  a  right, 
and  out  of  which  we  were  cheated  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  French  have  no  colour 
to  demand  the  refl:itution  of  it ;  nor  is  the  cafe  the  fame  now  that  it  was  when  King 
Charles  II.  concluded  his  treaty  in  1666,  when  King  William  concluded  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick,  in  1697,  '^^'  ^^hen  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  made  by  Oueen  Anne,  in 
1712. 

14.  We  gave  a  large  account,  in  the  former  fedion,  of  the  attempt  made  by  that 
great  man  and  good  patriot  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  to  eftablifli  an  Englifli  plantation  in 
Guiana  ;  and  of  his  fending,  after  his  return  to  England,  a  fliip  to  profecute  that  dif- 
covery  ;  of  which  fecond  voyage  we  have  likewife  a  long  account,  publiflied  by  Cap- 
tain Keymifli :  but  this  defign  met  with  continual  interruptions ;  or  otherwife.  Sir 
Walter  himfelf  tells  us  in  his  Apology,  there  had  been,  before  the  death  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, a  fufficient  number  of  Englifli  fettled  in  that  part  of  the  world  to  have  fecured 
the  poflTeflTion  of  it  for  ever  to  this  crown  and  nation.  The  very  next  year  after  Sir 
Walter's  return,  he  was  employed  in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz  :  the  two  following 
years,  his  time  was  taken  up  in  that  which  was  called  the  Ifland  Voyage.  Then  the 
great  rebellion  broke  out  in  Ireland,  which  rendered  Queen  Elizabeth  unwilling  to 
encourage  any  private  expeditions  that  required  a  confiderable  force ;  and  this  rebellion 
lafl:ed  till  the  Queen's  death.  Immediately  after  this.  Sir  Walter  himfelf  was  im- 
prifoned,  and  fo  continued  for  many  years.  Which  very  fairly  accounts  for  this  noble 
defign  remaining  fo  long  unpurfued. 

But  things  delayed  are  not  always  lofl: :  the  defire  of  fettling  Guiana  revived  in  a 
few  years  after  peace  was  refl:ored ;  and,  as  I  do  not  know  it  has  ever  yet  been  done, 
1  fiiall  give  a  fuccincl  account  of  the  feveral  attempts  made  to  carry  this  defign  into 
execution,  to  the  time  they  were  wholly  given  over,  and  the  fniall  interefl:  we  had  in 
that  part  of  the  world  furrendered  up  to  the  Dutch.  In  the  year  1604,  Captain  Charles 
Leigh  undertook  a  voyage  to  Guiana,  at  his  own  and  his  brother  Sir  Olive  Leigh's 
charge :  he  had  a  bark  of  about  fifty  tons,  called  the  Olive-Plant ;  and  his  company, 
about  forty-fix  men  and  boys.  They  failed  from  Woolwich  the  2ifl;  of  March,  with 
a  defign  to  make  a  more  complete  difcovery  of  the  country  of  Guiana  than  had  been 
yet  done,  and  to  fix  an  Englifli  colony  there.  On  the  2  2d  of  May  they  came  into  the 
river  of  Wyapoco,  in  the  latitude  of  8  degrees  30  minutes  to  the  north  of  the  line, 
and  the  town  of  Wyapoco,  which  lies  on  the  coafl:  of  Guiana,  vt'as  the  place  in  which 
they  intended  to  take  up  their  abode.  Here  the  captain  came  to  an  agreement  with 
the  inhabitants,  who  received  him  very  kindly,  that  they  fliould  allow  him  a  good  fpace 
of  ground,  and  fonie  houfes  for  the  prefent ;  in  confideration  of  which  he  was  to  aflift 
them  againfl;  their  inveterate  enemies  the  Caribbces,  who  greatly  difln-cflTed  them. 

This  agreement  was  made  by  means  of  two  of  the  natives  of  Guiana  who  had  been 
in  England  and  could  fpcak  fome  Englifh  ;  and  for  the  better  fecurity  of  performance 
on  the  part  of  the  favagcs,  they  confented  to  give  five  of  their  body,  among  whom 
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were  two  pcrfons  of  note,  as  pledges  to  be  fent  to  England.  Their  firrt:  fettlement 
was  on  part  of  the  mountain  that  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  river,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Mount  Howard.  The  captain  might  have  lived  here 
a  very  quiet  life,  and  been  very  ufeful  to  his  country  too,  hud  he  not  had  a  mutinous 
and  difcontented  company.  The  next  year  after,  he  fent  his  fhip  to  England,  in  the 
month  of  June,  for  frefli  fupplics  of  fuch  things  as  he  vifanted,  retaining  thirty-five  of 
his  men  and  boys  with  him,  to  fettle  his  fmall  village,  and  thereby  fet  this  colony  upon 
a  better  footing  than  it  had  till  then  been.  They  had  fome  trade  with  the  natives,  as 
well  round  about  their  fettlement,  as  farther  up  the  river  ;  and  the  chief  merchandizes 
they  obtained  were  wax.  fine  white  feathers,  tobacco,  parrots,  monkeys,  green  and 
black,  cotton-yarn,  and  wool,  fweet  gums,  red  pepper,  fplecn  and  mafate  ftones ;  with 
feveral  forts  of  wood,  roots,  and  berries,  partly  for  medicine,  and  partly  for  dyeing  ; 
but  the  flux,  and  other  diftempers,  carried  off  a  good  number  of  the  company ;  and 
the  captain  being  feized  with  it  himfelf  jufl:  as  he  was  going  on  board  for  England,  to 
fetch  a  complete  loading  of  fuch  things  as  were  needful  for  his  colony,  died  of  it.  It 
was  by  this  unhappy  ftroke  the  whole  undertaking  was  quaflied,  and  every  one  fliifted 
for  himfelf;  fome  returned  to  England  in  their  own  veffel,  others  in  a  French  fliip, 
and  others  in  two  Dutch  fhips,  very  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the 
no  fmall  lofs  of  Sir  Olive  Leigh,  and  detriment  of  the  Englifli  nation. 

Sir  Olive  Leigh  refolving  to  fupport  his  brother  in  the  eilablifliment  of  his  colony 
at  Guiana,  before  he  had  any  account  of  his  fuccefs,  fitted  out  another  fhip  called  the 
Olive-BlofTom,  under  Captain  Catalin  and  Captain  St.  John,  to  carry  him  a  frefh  fupply 
of  men  and  neceffaries.  The  fhip  fet  out  from  Woolwich  for  Wyapoco,  the  14th  of 
April,  1605  ;  but,  between  contrary  winds  and  currents,  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the 
mafler,  Mr.  Richard  Chambers,  they  were  put  fo  far  to  the  leeward,  that  they  defpaired 
of  ever  recovering  their  intended  port  in  any  due  time ;  and  therefore  they  put  in 
firft  at  Barbadoes,  and  afterwards  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  defigning  from  thence  to 
return  to  England :  however,  examining  their  flores  of  provifions,  and  finding  not  near 
enough  to  ferve  fo  large  a  company  as  they  were  for  fo  long  a  voyage.  Captain  St.  John 
himfelf,  with  feveral  of  the  paffengers,  to  the  number  of  fixty-feven,  refolved  rather  to 
flay,  and  take  their  lot  upon  that  ifland,  than  to  run  the  hazard  of  their  being  ftarved 
at  fea. 

They  foon  made  an  acquaintance  with  the  Indians,  who  furnifhed  them,  in  exchange 
for  trifles,  with  roots,  fruits,  and  fome  fowls  ;  and  they  every  night  had  an  opportunity, 
with  very  little  trouble,  of  taking  delicate  tortoifes  upon  the  fands ;  fo  that  they  were 
in  no  want  of  food.  They  lived  five  or  fix  weeks  in  little  huts,  or  houfes  which  they 
had  built,  without  making  any  excurfions  into  the  country  ;  but  the  captain  feeing  one 
day  certain  plates  of  metal  upon  the  arms  of  fome  of  the  Indians,  and  being  informed 
by  one  Brown,  a  refiner  in  their  company,  that  they  were  at  leafl  three  parts  gold  ;  and 
enquiring  of  the  Indians  from  whence  they  had  it,  they  pointed  to  a  very  high  moun- 
tain, in  the  north-weft  part  of  the  ifland.  Upon  this,  the  captain  himfelf,  with  feveral 
of  the  chief  of  his  men,  went  in  queft  of  this  golden  mountain,  the  reft  being  ap- 
pointed to  keep  guard  at  home,  and  affured  they  would  return  in  a  week's  time. 
When  this  part  of  the  company  was  gone,  the  other  expeded  the  Indians  would  have 
brought  thefh  provifion  as  they  ufed  to  do  ;  but  they  heard  nothing  of  them  for  three 
days  together.  They  had,  it  feemed,  obferved  when  the  captain  went,  followed  him, 
and  moft  barbaroufly  cut  him  ofl^  with  his  whole  company. 

They  were  now  intent  upon  making  the  fame  difpatch  of  their  companions,  and  to 
this  end  had  got  one  Augramart,  a  defperate  favage,  and  captain  of  the  ifland  of 
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St.  Vincent,  to  head  them  in  this  cnterprize.  To  cover  their  defiqn,  however,  they 
carried  it  fair  to  them,  and  vilited  them  frequently;  till  one  day  Augramart,  having 
dined  with  them,  would  have  the  Englifh  go  with  him  to  his  quarters ;  where  he  pro- 
mifed  to  furnidi  them  with  whatever  provifions  they  wanted.  Mr.  St.  John,  Vv'ith  feven- 
teen  others,  accepted  of  the  invitation ;  but  inftead  of  carrying  them  to  their  quarters, 
they  led  them  into  an  anibufli  of  five  hundred  favages  ;  where,  being  furrounded,  and 
attacked  on  every  fide  with  vollics  of  aiTOws,  after  doing  all  that  men  could  do  in 
their  own  defence,  they  were  overpowered,  and  all  flain  but  one  John  Nichols,  who 
made  his  efcape  from  this  bloody  flaughter,  and  was  forced  to  hide  himfelf  in  a  wood, 
then  fwimming  a  lake,  and  fo  with  great  diiTiculty  returned  home,  juft  time  enough 
to  give  his  companions  the  alarm  ;  for  it  was  not  long  before  they  appeared  before 
their  houfes ;  yet  letting  fly  their  fmali  pieces  of  ordnance  they  quickly  marched  off" 
again.  In  two  or  three  days  time  they  returned,  to  the  number  of  thirteen  or  four- 
teen hundred  men  ;  who,  after  having  attacked  their  little  fort  and  houfes  for  fevcn 
days  together,  with  little  fuccefs,  thought  of  throwing  in  fire  with  their  arrows,  which 
in  a  fliort  time  reduced  the  habitations  of  the  Englifli,  and  all  they  had,  to  a  heap  of 
aflies.  They  continued,  however,  to  defend  themfelves  in  fo  brave  a  manner,  that  the 
Indians,  feeing  they  could  not  accomplifh  their  defign  againft  this  handful  of  men, 
refolved  at  laO;  to  abandon  the  enterprize. 

After  their  departure,  fome  of  the  neighbouring  favages  were  prevailed  upon,  for  a 
reward  of  hatchets,  knives,  and  beads,  to  furnifli  them  with  an  old  pitiful  boat ;  this 
they  fitted  up  as  well  as  they  could,  and  nineteen  of  them,  the  miferable  remains  of 
fixty-eight,  of  which  twelve  were  wounded,  ventured  out  to  lea  in  her,  without  chart 
or  compafs,  and  having  only  four  or  five  gallons  of  water,  with  a  few  plantains  and 
potatoes,  about  twenty  biicuits,  and  a  little  rice ;  and  what  was  worfe  than  all  the  refl, 
not  one  mariner  among  them.  In  this  little  boat  they  were  fo  overladen  that  her 
gunnel  lay  almofl  even  with  the  water :  they  lived  at  fea  ten  days,  four  of  them  being 
obliged  by  turns  to  keep  fcooping  of  the  water.  The  tenth  day,  when  all  hopes  began 
to  fail  them,  they  difcovered  land  ;  but  when  they  came  upon  it  the  land  proved  to 
be  an  uninhabited  ifland,  which  afforded  no  manner  of  fulfenance.  hi  this  miferable 
flate  they  had  no  remedy,  but  to  repair  their  boat  again  as  well  as  they  could,  and  to 
fend  five  of  their  men  to  the  continent  to  feek  relief.  After  many  dilficulties  thefe 
men  came  to  an  Indian  town  on  the  continent,  called  Tocoyo ;  from  whence,  after 
fifteen  days  abfence,  they  carried  fuccour  to  their  miferable  companions.  They  were 
now  reduced  to  thirteen,  who  got  together  to  a  Sj^anifli  town,  called  Coro,  where  they 
were  treated  with  great  humanity  ;  two  more  of  them  died  ;  three  of  them  went  from 
thence  to  Carthagena,  and  were  followed  thither  by  two  more ;  where  they  procured 
a  paffage  to  Spain  ;  but  what  became  of  the  reit  does  not  any  where  appear. 

One  would  have  imagined,  that  fuch  a  feries  of  misfortunes  as  had  attended  the 
attempts  made  for  efhibliihing  this  fettlement,  would  have  worn  out  all  defire  of  running 
further  hazards  ;  but  fuch  was  the  credit  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  fuch  the  fettled 
opinion  of  the  vaft  riches  to  be  found  in  this  part  of  America,  and  fuch  the  remains  of 
that  fpirit  which  prevailed  through  the  whole  nation  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
that  in  the  year  16: g,  a  new  attempt  was  made,  at  a  much  greater  expence  than  the 
former,  v.ith  the  participation,  at  leaft,  if  not  under  the  influence  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
This  voyage  was  performed  under  the  direction  and  command  of  Robert  Harcourt,  of 
Stanton-Hai  court,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  efquire  ;  and  the  vcffels  employed  in  it 
were,  the  Rofe,  a  fhip  of  eighty  tons  ;  the  Patience,  a  fhip  of  fix-and-thirty  tons  ;  and 
the  Lilly  fliaIlop,of  nine  tons.     They  fet  fail  from  Dartmouth  the  29th  of  March,  and 
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arrived  the  17th  of  May  in  the  Bay  of  Wyapoco.  It  was  not  long  before  feveral 
canoes  of  Indians  came  to  fee  what  they  were  ;  and  finding  they  were  JMiglilh,  came 
on  board  them  without  any  fear  or  ceremony  :  fuch  an  advantageous  idea  had  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  by  his  courteous  behaviour  imprinted  in  them  of  the  Englidi  nation. 

'I'hefe  people,  who  were  very  forward  and  ready  to  traffic  with  the  Englifli,  were  of 
the  town  called  Caripo,  on  the  ea(t  fide  of  the  hill,  at  the  mouth  of  Wyapoco  River. 
Their  king,  or  chief,  who  had  been  many  years  in  England,  was  then  with  Mr.  Ilar- 
courtj  and  another  of  his  countrymen  came  paifenger  with  him,  though  he  had  not 
difcovered  his  quality,  till  the  joy  of  his  fubjccts  at  the  fight  of  him  made  him  known. 
Among  the  Indians  who  came  firfl:  on  board  was  one  who  fpoke  the  Englilh  tongue 
perfedlly  well,  and  was  known  to  fome  of  the  {hip's  companies,  having  ferved  Sir  John 
(Gilbert  in  England  many  years ;  and  the  Indian  who  accompanied  the  king  or  chief, 
having  been  fourteen  years  in  England  ;  thcfe  two  were  of  fingular  fervice  to  the 
adventurers. 

The  firiL  ceremonies  being  paft.  Mr.  Harcourt  acquainted  them  that  the  occafion  of 
his  coming  among  them  was  to  fettle  a  colony  there,  and  to  take  poircilion  of  the 
country  for  the  King  of  England,  by  virtue  of  their  grant  of  it  to  Captain  Eeigh,  and 
by  fome  of  their  countrymen  before  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  alluring  them  at  the  fame 
time,  that  His  Majelly  intended  no  unjuft  ufui-pation  over  them,  nor  to  treat  them  in  any 
way  like  flaves  and  vaflals ;  but  only  to  be  their  friend  and  protector,  and  to  deliver 
them  from  the  infolencies  and  opprcllions  of  the  Caribbees.  After  fome  debate  the 
Indians  gave  their  confent  that  they  might  live  among  them,  and  promifed  to  furnifli 
them  with  houfes,  and  all  other  neceffaries,  as  for  as  they  were  able  ;  but  could  not 
forbear  exprcffing  fome  diffidence  in  their  performing  their  promifes,  fince  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  had  been  fo  dilatory  in  accomplifhing  thofe  he  made  them. 

This  being  done  they  all  went  affiore,  where  they  met  the  beft  reception  the  Indians 
could  give  them  ;  and  were  difperfed  up  and  down  the  town,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
while  their  fliips  rode  at  anchor  at  the  foot  of  it.  I'he  great  rains,  which  confined  them 
near  a  month,  being  over,  the  captain  fet  himfelf  to  difcover  the  Golden  Mountains, 
which  had  been  the  fpurs  to  this  undertaking  ;  but  their  guide,  who  had  promifed  fuch 
great  things,  failed  in  the  performance  of  them,  and  either  had  wilfully  deceived  them, 
or  had  been  deceived  himfelf;  for  when  he  came  to  the  fpot  he  had  built  his  hopes 
upon,  nothing  was  to  be  found  :  and  yet  they  were  convinced  the  country  afforded 
gold,  as  well  by  the  affurances  given  them  by  the  natives,  who  (hewed  them  certain 
images,  which  upon  an  effay  appeared  to  contain  at  leaft  one-third  gold,  as  by  ocular 
demonftration  of  great  quantities  of  the  white  fpar  in  which  the  gold  is  contained,  and 
which  they  found  to  hold  both  gold  and  filver  ;  but  they  had  reafon  to  believe  thefe 
mines  were  too  fiir  up  in  the  higher  parts  of  Guiana,  and  perhaps  too  llrongly  guarded 
for  them  to  hope  they  fhould  be  able  to  reach  them.  And,  befides,  they  had  then 
neither  time  nor  power  to  fearch  in  the  manner  requifite  for  finding  thefe  mines. 

This  difappointment  had  like  to  have  excited  a  mutiny  among  thofe  who  came  out 
with  no  other  view  than  to  tumble  at  once  into  riches  ;  but  the  captain,  with  great 
prudence  and  with  no  lefs  conduct,  prevented  its  running  fuch  a  length  ;  and  to  keep 
them  employed,  not  only  went  himfelf  up  the  river  of  Wyapoco  upon  difcovery,  but 
fent  his  brother  with  fome  others  on  the  l;unc  errand  to  the  river  Arrawary,  and  the 
country  bordering  upon  it,  which  adjoins  to  the  river  of  Amazons.  He  went  alio  and 
took  poffeffion  of  the  mountain  Gomoribo,  which  is  the  utmoft  point  of  land  to  the 
northward  in  the  Wyapoco.   This  he  did,  according  to  cuftom,  by  the  ceremony  of  Twig 
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and  Turf,  in  the  prefence  both  of  his  own  people  and  the  Indians.  After  ponefnon 
taken,  the  mountain  was  deHvered  over  to  an  Indian,  to  hold  and  poffefs  the  fame  for 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  of  His  Majefty  James  King  of  England,  paying  the  yearly  duty 
of  a  tenth  part  of  the  tobacco,  cotton,  wood,  annotto,  and  all  other  commodities 
growing  within  the  .limits  of  the  fame.  The  attempt  of  the  captain's  brother,  and 
Captain  Harvey,  in  difcovery  of  the  River  Arrawary,  was  attended  with  great  diffi- 
culties and  hazards ;  for  the  length  they  run  by  fea  to  this  river  was  near  one  hundred 
leagues,  through  terrible  breaks  of  flats  and  flioals.  They  went  likewife  fifty  leagues 
up  the  river,  and  all  this  only  with  flat-bottomed  canoes,  fomething  longer  than  the 
common  Thames  wherries,  but  not  fo  broad. 

The  Indians  they  met  with  in  this  river  plainly  difcovered  they  had  never  feen  any 
Europeans  before.  It  was  long  before  they  could  be  brought  to  any  fort  of  trade  or 
converfation  with  them,  though  they  had  other  Indians  in  their  company  :  but  at  laft 
the  fight  of  their  toys  wrought  upon  them,  and  induced  them  to  exchange  for  pro- 
vifions ;  a  want  of  which  however  at  laft  obliged  them  to  return  to  Wyapoco.  They 
took  poflefllon  neverthelefs  of  the  country  in  form,  as  Mr.  Harcourt  had  done  of 
Gomoribo.  Not  long  after  this,  Mr.  Harcourt  was  obliged  to  return  for  England, 
purely  for  fear  of  wanting  caflis  to  contain  fufficient  beer  and  water  for  the  voyage, 
the  mafter  having  neglefted  to  have  his  caflis  iron-bound  before  their  departure,  which 
occafioned  many  of  them  to  burft  their  hoops  in  that  hot  country. 

Mr.  Harcourt  left  his  brother  to  command  in  chief  in  his  abfence,  to  whom  Captain 
Harvey  was  joined  as  afliftant,  and  Mr.  Giffbrd  as  his  lieutenant,  and  with  them  he  left 
fifty  or  fixty  of  his  men.  He  departed  the  i8th  of  Auguft;  and  Mr.  Harcourt,  in 
his  way  homewards,  made  feveral  difcoveries  upon  the  coaft,  and  in  fome  of  the  rivers ; 
returned  to  Ireland  the  29th  of  November ;  and  came  from  thence  to  England.  Being 
come  to  London,  by  the  favour  of  Prince  Henry,  he  obtained  a  large  patent  for  all  that 
coaft,  called  Guiana,  together  with  the  famous  River  of  Amazons,  to  him  and  his 
heirs  :  but  he  was  involved  in  fo  many  troubles,  that  he  was  not  able  to  fupply  his 
colony,  and  only  fent  over  fome  few  people,  with  eighteen  Dutchmen,  but  to  little 
purpofe.  Captain  Harcourt,  however,  kept  poflTeflion  of  that  part  of  the  country  in 
which  he  was  fettled  for  full  three  years,  in  all  which  time  he  loft  but  fix  of  his  people. 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  we  have  now  brought  down  the  hiftory  of  our  expe- 
ditions to  Guiana  from  1595  to  161 2,  which  is  within  five  years  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  laft  embarkation.  It  is  however  certain,  that  fome  other  voyages  had  been 
made  to  this  country  ;  for  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  his  apology,  fays,  that  the  Spaniards 
at  St.  Thomas's  had,  fome  years  before  his  laft  attempt,  murdered  many  Englifli,  under 
pretence  of  trading  with  them,  and  fome  of  thofe  who  were  thus  murdered  he  mentions 
by  name.  He  had  luflered  a  very  long  imprifonment  in  the  Tower  of  London,  when, 
by  the  help  of  many  friends,  and  perhaps  by  the  laying  out  of  a  great  deal  of  money, 
he  procured  his  liberty,  and  therewith  a  commiffion  to  execute  his  laft  expedition  to 
Guiana.  In  order  to  this,  he  turned  into  money  the  beft  part  of  his  own  fortune, 
which  he  employed  in  fitting  out  fliips  for  this  fervice.  He  engaged  many  of  his  beft 
friends  to  do  the  fame ;  and  embarked  feveral  of  them,  and  his  own  eldeft  fon,  on 
board  the  fleet ;  and  all  this  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  country  he  was  going  to  was 
very  rich  in  gold,  and  if  they  could  gain  pofleflion  of  it,  would  make  all  their 
fortunes. 

The  famous  Count  Gondomar,  who  was  then  the  Spanifti  Ambafl*ador  here,  and,  as 
all  the  world  knows,  had  a  great  influence  over  King  James,  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
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power  to  hinder  this  expedition  ;  and  as  he  did  not  fuccced  therein,  it  very  plainly 
proves  that  King  James  did,  not  credit  what  he  fuggcftcd  to  the  prejudice  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.  And  indeed,  what  he  gave  out  upon  this  fubjeft,  of  Sir  Walter's  having  no 
intention  to  make  either  difcovery  or  fettlemcnt,  but  merely  to  engage  in  a  piratical 
attempt  upon  the  Spanifli  colonies  in  America,  was  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  fniceno  man 
had  ever  a  meaner  opinion  of  fuch  exploits,  or  had  fo  fully  expofcd  the  folly  of  hoping 
for  great  riches  from  the  plunder  of  Spanifli  towns  than  Sir  Walter  had  done.  But  in 
all  probability  the  .■Jpanifli  minifter  had  not  fo  much  in  view  the  making  thefe  fug- 
geftions  of  his  pafs  for  truth,  as  obtaining,  by  this  means,  vmdcr  colour  of  refuting 
this  charge,  a  diflinft  account  of  Sir  Walter's  true  defign,  and  of  the  force  with  which 
he  was  to  undertake  it ;  in  which  he  had  but  too  great  fuccefs  ;  for  Sir  Walter  giving 
the  King  a  fliort  but  true  fcheme  of  what  he  intended,  that  very  paper  was  delivered 
to  the  Spanifli  amballador,  and  found  its  way  to  Guiana  long  before  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh. 

The  commiflion  granted  to  this  excellent  man  was  very  full,  and  free  from  limita- 
tions, vi^hich  has  been  generally  underftood  to  be  defigned  to  his  prejudice.  But  I 
niuft.  confefs  I  fee  no  reafon  for  that  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
Sir  Walter  himfelf  was  well  fatisfied  with  his  commiffion  ;  and  that  in  refpeft  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  law  of  nations,  it  fully  juftified  the  defign  he  went  upon,  and 
all  that  followed  in  the  execution  of  it.  Certain  it  is  that  the  contents  of  his  commif- 
fion were  no  fecrets,  fince  by  publifliing  them,  he  brought  numbers  at  home  and  abroad 
to  fubfcribe  large  fums  towards  the  fupport  of  his  undertaking  ;  which  he  could  never 
have  done  if  the  form  or  words  of  that  commiflion  had  been  liable  to  exception.  It 
was  feven  months  after  his  commiffion  was  granted  before  his  fleet  was  in  condition  to 
put  to  fea. 

As  to  the  ftrength  of  this  fleet,  it  is  clear  from  a  furvey  taken  by  the  order  of  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  then  lord  high-admiral,  that  it  confifted  of  feven  fail,  of  feveral 
lizes.  It  appears  that  the  firft  of  them,  or  admiral,  a  fine  fhip,  built  by  Raleigh  him- 
felf, was  named  the  Deftiny,  of  four  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  thirty-fix  pieces  or 
more  of  ordnance.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  general^  and  his  fon  Walter  captain,  befides  two 
hundred  men,  whereof  fgurfcore  were  gentlemen  volunteers  and  adventurers,  mofl  of 
them  Sir  Walter's  relations  ;  which  number  was  afterwards  encreafed.  Second,  the 
Jafon  of  London,  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  twenty-five  pieces  of  ordnance, 
Captain  John  Pennington  vice-admiral,  eighty  men,  one  gentleman,  and  no  more. 
Third,  the  Encounter,  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons,  feventeen  pieces  of  ordnance, 
Edward  Haftings  captain  (no  men  more  except  the  mafler  mentioned)  ;  but  he  dying 
in  the  Indies,  was  fucceeded  in  the  command  by  Captain  Whitney.  Fourth,  the 
Thunder,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance,  Sir  Warham  Sentlegor 
captain,  fix  gentlemen,  fixty  foldiers,  ten  landmen.  Fifth,  the  Flying-Joan,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  tons,  fourteen  pieces  of  ordnance,  John  Chidley  captain,  twenty- 
five  men.  Sixth,  the  Southampton,  eighty  tons,  and  fix  pieces  of  ordnance,  John 
Bayley  captain,  twenty-five  mariners,  two  gentlemen.  Seventh,  the  Page,  a  pinnace, 
twenty-five  tons,  three  rabnets  of  brafs,  James  Barker  captain,  and  eight  failors.  But 
before  Raleigh  left  the  coaft  of  England,  he  was  joined  by  as  many  fliips  more  ;  fo  that 
this  whole  fleet  confifted  of  thirteen  fail,  befides  his  own  fliip. 

But  for  this  remaining  part  of  his  fleet  he  waited  long,  and  it  had  been  better  if  he 
had  left  them  behind,  for  they  proved  a  burthen  to  him,  and  fome  of  them  deferted 
the  expedition.     It  was  the  beginning  of  July  before  he  left  the  coaft  of  England,  and 
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meeting  with  a  florm,  was  obliged  to  put  into  Cork,  from  whence  he  failed  on  the 
19th  of  Augufl  following.  He  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  Canaries,  where,  though 
infulted  by  the  Spaniards,  he  committed  no  hoftjlities  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  behaved 
fo  well  that  he  obtained  a  certificate  thereof  from  the  governor.  After  this  his  fhips 
grew  very  fickly  ;  and  before  he  arrived  at  Trinidada,  he  had  loft  many  of  his  men, 
and  was  himfelf  dangeroufly  iil.  In  this  weak  and  low  condition  they  arrived  at  the 
north  cape  of  Wyapoco  on  the  nth  of  November. 

The  firft  thing  he  did  after  his  arrival  was,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  Leonard  the 
Indian,  who  had  been  in  England  three  or  four  years  with  him,  but  was  removed  fo 
far  up  into  the  country  there  was  no  procuring  him  ;  therefore  he  ftood  away  for 
Caliana,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  at  the  firft  diicovery  called  Port-Howard,  where  the 
cazique  was  alfo  his  fervant.  and  had  lived  with  him  in  the  Tower  of  London  two 
years.  There  he  arrived  in  a  day  or  two,  laving  pafled  the  ifland  noted  for  its  multitude 
of  birds  and  filk-bearing  trees  ;  and  from  thence  fent  for  his  fervant,  Harry  the  Indian, 
who  with  other  caziques  came  and  brought  him  great  ftoreof  cafl'avi-bread,  androafted 
mullets,  with  plantains,  pines,  and  piftachios.  But  Raleigh  ventured  not  to  eat  of  the 
pines,  which  tempted  him  exceedingly,  till  after  a  day  or  two's  airing  on  the  ftiore,  in  a 
tent  which  was  there  pitched  for  him.  Then  he  alfo  eat  fome  armadillo  and  a  little 
pork,  and  begun  to  gather  ftrength.  Here  he  alfo  landed  his  fick  men,  and  recovered 
many  ;  and  here  he  buried  Captain  Edward  Haftings,  (the  Lord  Huntingdon's  brother) 
who  died  ten  days,  or  more,  before;  and  with  him  his  ferjeant-major  Hart,  and  Captain 
Henry  Snedale,  the  charge  of  whofe  fliip  Raleigh  gave  to  his  fervant  Captain  Robert 
Smith  of  Cornwall.  Here  he  alfo  fet  up  his  barges  and  fhallops,  which  they  brought 
from  England  in  quarters,  cleanfed  his  ftiip,  trimmed  up  his  caflcs  and  fupplied  them 
with  water,  fixed  up  a  forge,  and  made  fuch  iron  works  as  they  wanted.  Thus  on  that 
fliore  and  this  river  they  employed  and  refreflied  themfelves  for  about  three  weeks, 
during  which  time  Raleigh  was  very  much  carefled  by  the  Indians,  of  his  old 
acquaintance  aforefaid,  and  other  natives  of  this  place,  who  furnidied  him  daily  with  the 
belt  provifions  that  the  country  yielded,  and  offered  him  all  kind  of  obedience,  even  to 
the  making  him  their  Sovereign  Prince  and  Ruler,  if  he  would  abide  and  fettle  among 
them ;  fo  frefh  continued  his  memory,  and'  fuch  impreflions  of  homage  and  refpeft  had 
his  former  behaviour  ftill  left  upon  them  ;  which  olfer,  he  mentions  with  the  greatefl; 
modefty  and  indifference,  in  the  difpatch  he  fent  foon  after  this  to  England. 

On  the  4th  of  December  they  left  this  river,  and  on  the  5th  came  to  the  Triangle 
Iflands,  where  Raleigh's  fhip  ran  on  fliore,  and  was  with  difticulty  got  off.  Here  they 
held  a  council  to  confider  what  they  fliould  do  next,  and  as  Sir  Walter  was  extremely 
ill,  and  it  was  found  impoflible  to  carry  the  larger  fnips  any  higher,  it  was  refolved 
that  the  five  fmaller  veflels,  with  as  many  companies  of  foot,  of  fifty  men  each,  fliould 
enter  the  river.  According  to  this  determination  the  fleet  was  divided ;  that  is  to 
f;iy.  Captain  Whitney,  in  the  Encounter  ;  Woolarton,  in  the  Confidence  ;  King,  in  the 
Supply;  Smith,  in  a  prick  ;  and  Hall,  in  a  caravel.  The  companies  had  for  their 
leaders  Captain  Charles  Parker  and  Captain  North  (brothers  to  the  Lord  IMounteagle 
and  the  Lord  North),  young  Raleigh,  Captain  Thornhurft  of  Kent,  Captain  Pen- 
nington's Lieutenant,  who  feems  to  be  another  Hall,  and  Captain  Chidley's  lieutenant, 
PriJeaux.  Sir  Warham  St.  Legar,  Raleigh's  lieutenant,  who  had  the  charge  of  thefe 
companies,  fell  fick  at  Caliana,  fo  it  was  conferred  on  George  Raleigh,  Sir  Walter's 
nephew,  who  had  ferved  with  great  commendation  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  Captain 
Keymifli  had  tiie  chief  charge  for  their  landing  within  the  river  ;  but  Keymifli  having 
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laid  down  the  plan  of  his  intended  attempt  upon  the  mine,  and  undertaking;  to  difcover 
it  with  fix  or  eight  pcrfons  in  Sir  John  Feme's  fliallop ;  Raleigh,  upon  confideration, 
difliked  that  method  of  procedure  determined  to  alter  it,  and  therefore  gave  him  his 
inflruClions  to  go  to  the  mine,  bring  him  a  fample,  and  avoid  fighting  the  Spaniards  if 
poflible. 

With  thefe  inflrudions  thofe  five  fliips  fet  forward,  parting  from  Raleigh  -and  the 
reft  of  the  fleet  at  the  iflands  aforefaid,  with  a  month's  provifion,  on  the  loih  of  Decem- 
ber. But  when  they  found  a  new  Spanifh  town,  called  St.  Thomas,  confilting  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  houfes,  though  flightly  built,  with  a  chapel,  a  convent  of  Fran- 
cifcans,  and  a  garrifon,  erected  on  the  main  channel  of  Oronoco,  about  twenty  miles 
diftant  from  the  place ;  where  Antonio  Berreo,  the  governor^  taken  by  Raleigh  in  his 
firft  difcovery  and  conquefl:  here,  endeavoured  to  plant ;  Keymifli  and  the  reft,  thought 
themfelves  obliged,  through  fear  of  leaving  the  enemy  between  them  and  the  boats,  to 
deviate  from  their  inftrudions,  which  enjoined  them  firft  to  take  a  finall  party  to  make 
trial  of  the  mine,  under  a  ftielter  of  their  own  camp,  and  then  to  deal  with  the  town  as 
it  fhould  give  caufe ;  fo  they  concluded  to  land  in  one  body  and  encamp  between  the 
mine  and  the  town,  whereby  they  themfelves  were  nothing  ftronger,  their  boats  were 
as  much  expofed,  and  the  mine  left  untried,  contrary  to  Raleigh's  order. 

For  about  three  weeks  after  their  departure,  landing  by  night  nearer  the  town,  it 
feems,  than  they  fufpefted,  and  meaning  to  reft  themfelves  by  the  river-fide  till  the 
morning,  they  w^ere,  in  the  night  time,  fet  upon  by  the  Spanifli  troops,  apprized  of 
their  coming.  This  charge  was  fo  unexpecled,  and  ftruck  the  common  foldiers  with 
fuch  amazement,  that  had  not  the  captains  and  fome  other  valiant  gentlemen  made  a 
head,  and  animated  the  reft,  they  had  all  been  cut  to  pieces :  But  the  reft,  by  their 
example,  foon  rallying,  made  fuch  a  vigorous  defence  againft  the  Spaniards,  that  they 
drove  them  to  a  retreat ;  till,  in  the  warmth  of  their  puriuit,  the  Englifti  found  them- 
felves at  the  Spanifh  town  before  they  knew  where  they  were.  Here  the  battle  was 
renewed,  being  aflaulted  by  the  governor  himfelf,  Don  Diego  Palameca,  and  four  or 
five  captains  at  the  head  of  their  companies ;  againft  whom  Captain  Walter  Raleigh, 
a  brave  and  fprightly  young  man,  now  twenty-three  years  of  age,  not  waiting  for  the 
muflceteers,  rufhed  foremoft  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  pikes,  and,  having  killed  one 
of  the  Spanifli  captains,  was  mortally  wounded  by  another;  but  prefling  ftill  on  with 
his  fword  upon  Erinetta,  probably  the  captain  who  had  fliot  him,  this  Spaniard,  with 
the  butt  end  of  his  muflcet,  felled  him  down  to  the  ground ;  and  after  thefe  words, 
*'  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  profper  your  enterprize,"  young  Raleigh  fpoke  no 
more :  Hereupon  John  Pleflington,  his  ferjeant,  thruft  the  Spanifli  captain  through 
with  his  halbert.  Two  commanders  more  of  the  Spaniards  were  flain,  one  by  John  of 
Morocco,  another  of  young  Raleigh's  company ;  and  laftly  the  governor  himfelf  alfo 
loft  his  life  in  the  engagement,  which  happened,  as  Cambden  informs  us,  upon  ti^e 
2d  of  January. 

The  leaders  being  all  thus  difpatched,  and  many  of  their  foldiers,  the  reft  difperfed  ; 
fome  took  fhelter  about  the  market  place,  from  whence  they  killed  and  wounded  the 
Englifli  at  pleafure,  fo  as  they  faw  no  way  left  to  be  fafe  but  by  burning  the  town  down 
about  their  ears,  and  driving  them  into  the  woods  and  m.ountains,  whence  they  ftill 
kept  the  Englifti  waking  in  perpetual  alarms  ;  others  were  more  careful  to  defend  their 
palfages  to  their  mines,  of  which  they  had  three  or  four  not  far  diftant,  than  they  had 
been  to  defend  the  town.  Captain  Keymifli  found -the  paflages,  leading  to  the  mine  he 
had  in  his  eye,  very  diflRcult,  and  the  rivers  fo  low,  that  he  could  not  approach  the 
banks,  in  moft  places  near  the  mine,  by  a  mile ;  and  where  he  found  an  afcent,  a  volley 
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of  mufkets  came  from  the  woods,  and  at  one  time  flew  two  of  the  rowers,  hurt  fix 
others,  and  wounded  Captain  Thornhurft  in  the  head.  Keymiili  feeing  fo  much  hazard 
in  attempting  to  find  the  mine,  the  paffage  to  it  being  full  of  thick  and  unpaflable 
woods ;  and  thinking  the  Englifh,  who  were  left  at  St.  Thomas's,  would  not  be  able 
to  defend  it,  efpecially  if  the  enemy  fliould  be  recruited,  the  country  being  all  in  alarm, 
he  gave  over  the  enterprize  and  returned.  Befides  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  mine, 
he  pretended,  that  if  he  had  found  it,  he  had  not  a  man  to  work  it ;  and,  being  a 
great  way  up  in  the  land,  men  would  have  been  got  thither  with  great  danger  and  dif- 
ficulty ;  but  this  (hould  have  been  thought  of  before,  and  it  was  ill  advifed  to  take  fo 
much  pains,  and  run  fo  much  hazard,  to  get  and  poflefs  that,  which  when  they  had  it 
they  could  not  make  ufe  of;  fo  that  which  Keymilh  pleaded,  when  he  returned,  for  an 
excufe,  reflefted  upon  him  as  a  great  mifcarriage. 

Sir  Walter  very  much  blamed  hira  for  it,  and,  among  other  things,  told  him  if  he 
had  but  brought  one  hundred  weight  of  the  ore,  though  with  the  lofs  of  one  hundred 
men,  it  would  have  given  the  king  fatisfadion,  and  preferved  his  reputation ;  and 
befides,  would  have  given  the  nation  encouragement  to  have  returned  the  next  year 
with  a  greater  force,  and  have  held  the  country  for  his  majefty,  to  whom  it  belonged. 
As  foon  as  they  returned  to  St.  Thomas's,  the  Englifli  pillaged  the  town,  carried  away 
the  bell  and  mod  portable  things,  and  the  enemy  not  daring  to  appear  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  it,  they  fet  it  on  fire,  leaving  behind  them  an  infinite  mafs  of  treafure,  which, 
either  for  want  of  knowledge  or  power,  they  could  not  attain.  Sir  Walter,  upon  the 
news  of  his  fon's  death,  and  Keymifh's  return,  finding  himfelf  difappointed  thereby  of 
his  hopes,  was  perplexed  to  the  very  foul,  and  threateneii  Keymilh  with  the  king's 
indignation,  telling  him  he  had  undone  him,  and  wounded  his  credit  with  his  majefty 
-  paft  recovery.  This  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  him,  that  it  threw  him  into  defpair,  and 
a  few  days  after  he  made  away  with  himfelf.  Some  fay  he  retired  immediately  into 
his  cabin  and  fliot  himfelf,  with  a  piftol,  into  the  body  ;  but  that  being  too  flow  for  h's 
■  fury,  defperately  thruft  a  large  knife  into  the  fame  wound  up  to  the  haft. 

Thefe  accounts  may  be  laid  both  to  be  true,  for,  after  Sir  Walter's  firft  reproof,  he 
went  away  difcontented,  and  continued  fo  feveral  days.  He  came  then  a  fecond  time 
with  his  excufes,  and  fliewed  him  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel, 
in  his  own  juftification,  praying  Sir  Walter  to  allow  of  his  reafons,  which  he  refufing, 
and  telling  him  he  would  not  favour  or  colour  his  folly ;  upon  that  he  retired  into  his 
cabin,  and  immediately  committed  the  fact.  The  defign  being  thus  defeated,  the  fhips 
leaky,  victuals  failing,  and,  above  all,  having  miffed  thofe  golden  fliowers  they  gaped 
after,  fome  of  the  men  began  to  mutiny  againft  their  general,  while  others  were  for 
him  ;  fome  would  have  him  go  home,  others  ftay  ;  the  major  part  forced  him  not  to 
go  home,  but  with  their  confent,  and  yet  his  fliips  flipped  away  one  after  another,  till 
from  ten  they  were  reduced  to  four,  and  thofe  on  board  would  do  juft  what  they  lift ; 
fome  would  go  to  Italy,  fome  for  France,  and  fome  few  for  England.  When  they 
arrived  at  Kinfalein  Ireland,  Sir  Walter,  it  is  pretended,  would  have  perfuadcd  them 
to  go  with  him  to  France  j  but  inftead  of  liftening  to  this  propofal  they  carried  him, 
againft  his  will,  to  Plymouth,  where  he  was  arrefted  by  Sir  Lewis  Stukely  his  Idnfman, 
by  the  king's  order,  and  conveyed  to  the  tower  of  London. 

All  the  world  knows  what  followed  aft-crwards,  when,'  under  colour    of  his  former 

judgment.  Sir  Walter  was  put  to  death  on  the  29th  of  Oftobcr   1618  ;  an  action  fo 

-black  and  bafe,  fo  mean,  lb  unworthy  of  a  government,  and  fo  utterly  inexcufable,  that 

one  really  wants  words  to  exprefe  the  foulnefs  of  the  aflion  ;  but  with  regard  to  the 

caufeof  his  death,  or  rather  with  rcfped  to  the  manner  of  it,  I  difler  fomewhat  in  nxy 

judgment 


OF   THE    ENGLISH    IN    AMERICA.  29I 

ludgment  from  mofl:  of  thofe  who  have  written  about  it ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  take  the 
liberty  of  explaining  myfclf  upon  it,  in  as  few  words  as  1  can.  It  is  very  certain  that 
King  James  was  very  well  fatislied  thai  the  firfl  judgment  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  at 
Winchefter,  was  very  ill  founded  ;  and  of  this  Raleigh  himfelf  was  fo  fenfible  that  he 
negleded  crbtaining  a  pardon  before  he  left  England,  which  he  might  have  obtained  for 
700 1.  When  he  came  back  it  was  refolved  to  facrificc  him  to  the  Spanilh  match,  to 
the  fears  of  King  James,  and  the  jealoufies  of  his  minifters ;  and  in  order  to  this,  with- 
out doubt,  it  was  intended  a  new  profecution  fliould  commence  ;  and  in  that  cafe  there 
is  the  greatefl;  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe  no  jury  would  have  found  him  guilty  ;  but 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  from  an  eagernefs  to  defend  himfelf,  wrote  an  apology,  in  which 
he  mod  clearly  proved  that  Guiana  belonged  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  that  his  going 
thither  was  no  breach  of  treaty  ;  that  the  Spaniards  in  America  always  behaved  towards 
the  EngHfh  as  enemies,  and  confequently  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  allies  ;  that  his 
whole  defign  was  betrayed  to  them  from  the  beginning,  which  occafioned  their  fending 
forces  into  thofe  parts,  and  all  the!  blood-fhed  that  afterwards  happened  ;  that  even  in 
refpedl  to  this  the  Spaniards  were  aggrefiors ;  and  that,  throughout  the  whole  expe- 
dition, he  had  done  nothing  but  what  he  was  warranted  to  do  by  his  commiiTion.  This 
it  was  that  drove  the  miniflry  from  their  firft  purpofe,  and  forced  them  upon  that  mea- 
fure,  which  they  afterwards  took,  of  calling  him  down  to  his  former  judgment,  con- 
trary to  law,  reafon,  juftice,  and  the  king's  own  fenfe  of  the  thing,  as  he  afterwards 
reflified  under  his  hand. 

But,  however,  though  by  this  barbarous  meafure  our  great  difcoverer  lofh  his  head, 
yet  the  title  of  the  crown  of  England  to  his  difcovery  remained  abfolutely  unimpeached, 
as  appears  clearly  by  King  James's  granting  a  new  commiffion  to  Captain  Roger  North 
for  fettling  in  Guiana  a  year  after  Raleigh's  death ;  which,  however,  he  afterwards 
recalled  by  a  proclamation,  and  fent  the  Lord  North,  who  was  at  the  expence  of  that 
expedition,  to  the  tleet,  for  making  too  much  difpatch  in  it.  Such  a  fluftuation  of 
councils  there  mufl:  always  be,  where  a  foreign  interefl:  is  regarded,  as  the  cafe  was 
then,  when  the  politics  of  Britain  were  dictated  by  Spain.  Yet  even  this  did  not  put 
an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  England  to  this  valu- 
able country,  where  the  people  ftill  remembered  and  enquired  after  Sir  Walter  when  he 
had  been  many  years  in  his  grave. 

The  accounts  we  have,  however,  of  thefe  expeditions,  are  fo  imperfeift,  that  we 
can  fay  very  little  with  certainty  till  after  the  Reftoration  ;  "when  the  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  was  governor  of  Barbadoes,  obtained  a  grant  from  King  Charles  II.  of  this  coun- 
try, and  adually  made  a  confiderable  fettlement  on  the  river  of  Surinam,  where  they 
might  have  continued  much  longer  than  they  did  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  own  indil- 
cretion :  for  when  the  firfl:  Dutch  war  broke  out,  in  which  the  French  took  part  with 
the  Republic  againft  us,  both  thefe  nations  would  have  confented  to  a  neutrality  in  thofe 
parts ;  but  our  people  were  bent  upon  a  war  which  turned  to  their  ruin  :  for  the  coaft 
of  Guiana,  from  Cape  Orange  to  near  the  river  Oronoco,  was,  about  the  year  1666, 
poffelTed  by  three  European  nations  :  the  Dutch  were  about  the  river  Aproague  ;  the 
French  had  the  iiland  of  Cayenne,  and  the  rivers  of  Ovia,  Corrou,  and  Sinamary ; 
this  laft  is  about  twenty-five  leagues  north-weft  from  Cayenne,  and  fifty-three  eaft  from 
Surinam  ;  and  the  Englifli  had  a  fmall  colonv  and  redoubt  on  the  river  Maronny  ;  their 
chief  fettlement  being  then  at  Surinam  river,  which  is  fo  good  and  deep  that  fliips  of 
three  hundred  tons  run  twenty  leagues  up  it.-*  The  Zealanders  were  poffelled  ot  the 
river  Berbiche,  and  had  repulfed  the  Euglifli,  who  attacked  them  there,,  with  con- 
fiderable lofs. 
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The  fame  year,  1 666,  the  States  of  Zealand  being  provoked  at  the  EngliOi  having 
invaded  and  taken  from  them  all  the  lands  they  had  been  poffefled  of  in  America  except 
the  river  Berbiche,  fent  thither  Commodore  Creiffen,  with  four  men  of  war  and  three 
hundred  men  to  attack  Surinam.  Fie  failed  from  Zealand  at  the  latter  end  of  Jamuu-y  ; 
arrived  at  Cayenne  in  JMarch  j  went  thence  for  Surinam ;  failed  up  the  river  under 
Enghfh  colours,  and  came  to  the  fort  of  Paramorbo,  three  leagues  up  the  river,  with- 
out being  taken  for  an  enemy  ;  but  being  difcovered  there  for  want  of  fignals,  the  fort 
began  to  fire  on  his  fhips,  which  he  anfwered  with  broadfides  from  all  the  veffels,  and 
immediately  landed  his  forces.  The  Englifli,  who  had  lived  long  in  profound  fecurity, 
found  themfelves  too  weak,  and  the  fort  in  no  pofture  of  defence  on  the  land-fide,  and 
their  habitations  being  difperfed  along  the  river  for  thirty  leagues  up,  the  fort  could  not 
be  fuccoured  but  by  water,  where  the  Zealanders  were  mafters :  upon  which  confi der- 
ation they  furrendered  it,  capitulating  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  of  Surinam  and  thofe 
of  Kamomioque ;  ftipulating  that  all  thofe  who  fhould  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  States 
of  Zealand  fliould  enjoy  their  eflates  peaceably ;  the  habitations  of  luch  as  abfented 
themfelvps,  and  thofe  belonging  to  the  Lord  Willoughby,  fhould  be  forfeited  to  the 
faid  States  ;  all  foreigners  who  had  no  eflates  there  fliould  remain  prifoners  of  war  ; 
and  all  the  Englifla  to  be  obliged  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  When  the  capitulation  was 
executed,  Creiffen  put  aboard  a  fly-boat  he  had  taken  in  the  river,  the  mofl  valuable 
part  of  the  booty  he  found  in  the  places  that  were  confifcated,  and  the  prifoners  aboard 
a  man  of  war  ;  and  after  caufing  the  fort  to  be  repaired  and  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence, 
and  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  Sieur  de  Rome  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  he  failed 
for  the  iflands. 

Afterwards,  when  the  peace  was  made  at  Breda,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Dutch  fhould 
keep  Surinam,  and  that  in  return  we  fhould  keep  New  York,  which  was  then  called 
the  New  Netherlands.  Thus  we  have  traced  this  point  fairly,  from  beginning  to 
ending ;  from  the  firft  fettlement,  nay  from  the  very  firft  thoughts  of  a  fettlement,  to 
the  giving  up  of  all  the  fettlements  we  then  had,  and  which  might  be  ftyled  the  legacy 
of  Raleigh  to  this  nation,  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch.  It  may  not  be  amifs,  however, 
before  I  quit  the  fubjefl:,  to  obferve  that  the  Dutch  have  fucceeded  very  happily  in  a 
plantation  that  was  not  very  beneficial  to  us  ;  and  that  if  ever  we  fhould  be  inclined  to 
try  our  fortunes  again  upon  this  coaft,  for  without  queftion  our  ceffion  of  Surinam  does 
not  preclude  us  from  vifiting  the  reft  of  Guiana  ;  if  this,  1  fay,  fhould  ever  be  attempted, 
it  muft  be  either  by  the  South  Sea  Company  or  under  their  licence,  fince  all  this  great 
country,  as  well  as  many  other  valuable  places,  lie  within  their  charter,  which  covers 
them  from  all  the  reft  of  this  nation,  and  leaves  them  open  only  to  all  the  world 
befides. 

15.  We  are  now  to  pafs  to  the  mother-colony  of  that  which  we  mentioned  laft,  the 
famous  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  which  may  be  juftly  efteemed  the  faireft,  beft  peopled, 
and  beft  cultivated  fpot  of  ground,  not  in  America  only,  but  in  the  whole  known 
world :  when  or  by  whom  it  was  firft  difcovered  is  a  point  not  eafily  fettled,  and,  in 
my  judgment  cannot  be  determined  at  all  farther  than  by  conjedure.  The  Portuguefe 
were  certainly  the  firft  difcoverers  of  Brazil,  and  it  is  not  very  probable  that  they  fhould 
make  many  yoyages  thither,  or  at  leaft  fhould  eftablifh  a  regular  commerce  with  that 
country  without  faUing  in  with  this  ifland,  which  lies  fo  much  in  the  way.  It  is  the 
more  probable  that  they  were  the  firft  difcoverers,  from  the  name  by  which  this  country 
has  been  always  known ;  Barbadoes  having  apparently  a  Portuguefe  termination,  but 
what  it  fignifics  is  very  doubtful.  Some  fay  the  ifland  was  fo  called  from  its  barbarous 
inhabitants ;  to  prove  which  they  fhould  have  fhewn  us  that  it  was  inhabited  at  all, 

*i  which 
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which  in  thofe  times  undoubtedly  it  was  not ;  but,  however,  it  is  not  inipofUble  that 
the  thing  might  be  fo,  fince  the  Caribbces  certainly  vifited  that  if]?Jid  from  St.  Vincent, 
which  is  within  fight,  and  the  Porrugucfe  might  poffibly  land  when  they  were  upon  it, 
and  fright  them  off  this  ifland,  whence  they  might  from  thefe  people  give  it  the  name 
of  Barbadoes,  which  it  has  flill  retained,  and  is  fo  called,  without  any  variation,  at 
leaft  that  I  know  of,  in  all  the  languages  of  Europe. 

The  firfl  Engliflunen  that  landed  here,  it  is  faid,  were  fomc  of  Sir  William  C.urteen's 
feamen,  that  were  cruizing  in  thefe  fcas  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King  James  I. 
■who  reporting,  at  their  return  to  England,  that  the  foil  was  fruitful,  fome  adventurers 
went  thither  with  intent  to  plant  it ;  but  finding  the  ifland  covered  with  wood,  and 
fcarce  anv  other  animals  upon  it  than  hogs,  it  did  not  anfwer  their  expectations  a  great 
while.  The  property  of  this  ifland  was  afterwards  granted  by  King  Charles  I.  to  James 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  in  the  firfl:  year  of  his  reign  ;  of  whom  feveral  adventurers  purchafing 
fhares,  tranfported  themfelves  thither,  and  firfl:  fell  to  planting  tobacco ;  which  not 
thriving  here  as  they  expected,  they  proceeded  to  try  cotton  and  indigo,  which  yielded 
them  a  confiderable  profit ;  but  they  made  little  fugar  till  1647,  when  Colonel  Modi- 
ford,  Colonel  Drax,  Colonel  Walrond,  and  feveral  other  cavaliers,  finding  there  was 
no  living  with  any  fatisfaftion  in  England  under  the  Ufurper,  converted  their  efbites  into 
money,  and  tranfported  themfelves  to  Barbadoes  with  fuch  machines  and  implements 
as  were  propter  to  carry  on  fugar-works  there.  Colonel  Drax,  it  is  faid,  in  a  few  years 
acquired  an  eft:ate  of  feven  or  eight  thouf^md  pounds  per  annum,  and  married  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle's  daughter,  then  proprietor  of  the  ifland  ;  and  the  adventurers  fixing  their 
principal  fcttlement  on  the  great  bay  in  the  fouth-wefl:  part  of  the  Ifland,  gave  it  the 
name  of  Carlifle  bay,  in  honour  of  their  proprietor,  which  It  fl:ill  retains. 

The  Ifland  was  afterwards  divided  into  four  circuits  and  eleven  parilhes,  each  parifh 
being  allowed  to  fend  two  reprefentatives  to  the  General  AlTembly,  and  every  parifh 
had  its  church  and  an  incumbent,  with  a  handibme  maintenance  afllgned  him.  hi  the 
year  1650  the  white  Inhabitants  of  the  ifland  are  faid  to  have  increafed  to  between  thirty 
and  forty  thoufand,  befidcs  negroes,  who  were  much  more  numerous,  and  frequently 
plotted  the  deflruftion  of  their  mafl:ers  ;  but  their  plots  were  conftantly  difcovered,  and 
the  moft  terrible  punllhments  inflided  on  the  ring-leaders  ;  which  did  but  increafe  the 
difafiection  of  the  reft,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  frefli  confplracles.  But  notwith- 
{landing  the  repeated  plots  of  their  flaves,  never  any  plantation  of  fo  fmall  an  extent, 
arrived  to  that  riches  and  grandeur  as  Barbadoes  did,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  or  thirty 
years.  The  Rump  apprehended  this  ifland  of  fuch  confequence  during  their  ufurpation 
that  they  fent  a  firong  fquadron  of  men  of  war  thither,  anno  1 65 1 ,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  George  Afcue,  who  compelled  the  Lord  Wllloughby,  (appointed  governor 
by  King  Charles  II.)  to  furrender  the  ifland  upon  condition  the  royaliits  fliould  remain 
in  the  poffeifion  of  their  eftates  and  liberties,  and  Mr.  Searl  was  appointed  governor  by 
them. 

The  Dutch  war  fucceeding  foon  after,  the  colony  was  prohibited  trading  with  the 
Hollanders,  with  whom  they  had  principally  trafficked  hitherto  ;  for  the  Dutch  it  feems 
conftantly  furniflied  the  ifland  with  negroes  till  this  time,  and  taught  the  Barbadians  to 
plant,  and  manage  their  fugars  to  the  beft  advantage,  taking  moft  of  it  off"  of  their 
hands,  with  which  they  fupplied  themfelves  and  the  reft  of  Europe ;  but  after  the 
Ufurpers's  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  the  Barbadians  were  compelled,  by  an  ordinance 
of  parliament,  to  bring  all  their  fugars  diretlly  to  England,  which  was  Imitated  by  the 
Miniftry  after  the  reftoratlon  of  King  Charles  II.  and  was  the  foundation  of  the  att  of 
navigation,  which  requires  all  the  Britifh  colonies  to  biing  their  lugars  and  tobacco 
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direclly  to  England,  and  forbids  their  trading  with  foreigners  in  thefe,  and  feme  other, 
ftiled  enumerated  articles. 

1 6.  In  the  year  1661  King  Charles  II.  purchafed  the  property  of  this  Ifland  of  the 
Lord  Kinovvl,  heir  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  appointed  the  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham  governor  ;  ever  fince  which,  Barbadoes  has  been  a  regular  government ;  and  the 
colony  granted  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  that  ifland,  and  maintaining  the  forces  and  fortifications  thereof;  which  duty 
(according  to  my  information)  amounts  to  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  but  inflead  of 
being  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  given,  it  is  difpofed  of  in  penfions  to 
courtiers,  to  the  irreparable  damage  of  that  colony  ;  no  other  iiland  having  laid  fo  high 
a  duty  on  their  fugars.  In  the  year  1664  De  Ruyter,  the  Dutch  admiral,  with  a  great 
fleet  of  men  of  war,  treacheroully  attempted  to  furprife  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  though 
England  was  then  in  full  peace  with  Holland  ;  but  he  was  bravely  beat  off  by  the  Bar- 
badians, and  obliged  to  abandon  that  enterprize. 

In  the  year  1674  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins,  being  made  governor,  had  orders  to  feize  all 
the  lliips  trading  in  Africa  for  negroes,  that  trade  being  granted  to  the  Royal  African 
Company  about  that  dme,  exclufive  of  all  others.  And  feveral  fliips  belonging  to  the 
merchants  of  Barbadoes,  bringing  over  negroes  afterward,  were  condemned  and  for- 
feited, being  denominated  interlopers ;  which  that  colony  complained  of  as  a  great 
grievancie,  the  African  Company  fetting  what  price  they  pleafed  upon  their  negroes ; 
but  this  was  not  redreffed  till  after  the  revolution,  when  that  trade  was  laid  open  to  all 
the  fubjetts  of  England,  paying  ten  per  cent,  towards  the  charge  of  their  forts.  The 
Barbadians  alio  fullered  great  loffes  by  a  terrible  hurricane  which  happened  thereon  the 
lothof  Augull  1674,  when  three  hundred  houfes  were  blown  down,  two  hundred 
perfons  killed,  mofl  of  their  fugar-works  and  plantations  fpoiled ;  and  all  their  wind- 
mills for  grinding  of  canes  were  blown  down,  except  thofe  that  were  built  of  (lone ; 
eight  fliips  alfo  fullered  fhipwreck  in  the  harbour  ;  infomuch  that  the  Barbadians  were 
difabled  from  making  much  fugar  the  two  fucceeding  years.  Another  calamity,  with 
which  the  Barbadians  were  afflifted,  was  an  epidemical  diflemper  that  feveral  years 
raged  in  the  iiland,  differing  very  little  from  the  plague.  This  began  about  the  year 
1 69 1,  and  occafioned  a  great  decreafe  amongft  the  white  inhabitants,  which  they  have 
not  recovered  from  that  day  to  this.  It  feems  the  Minifl:ry  of  England,  fending  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war  to  Barbadoes,  with  a  body  of  land  forces  on  board,  to  proteft  the 
trade  of  the  Caribbee  iflands,  which  had  fullered  very  much  by  the  depredations  of  the 
French  privateers ;  the  Barbadians,  on  their  arrival,  concerted  an  enterprize  with  the 
commanders  againll  the  French  iflands  of  Guadaloupe,  Martinico,  St.  Chridopher's, 
&c.  and  joining  the  king's'forces  with  fomeof  their  own,  formed  a  body  of  four  or  five 
thoufand  men,  with  which  they  made  a  drfcent  on  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Chriftopher's, 
and  ruined  many  French  fettlements,  but  did  not  make  a  conquefl:  of  them,  as  was 
expefted  ;  and  what  was  fiill  more' unfortunate,  the  diflemper  above-mentioned  broke 
out  in  the  army,  which  the  foldiers  brought  back  to  Barbadoes,  and  almofl  depopulated 
that  iiland  of  white  men.  The  king's  fliips  alfo  loll  fo  many  of  their  men  that  there 
■were  not  hands  enough  to  carry  them  home. 

If  we  fliould  purfue  this  hiftory  lower,  it  would  not  contribute  very  much  to  the 
information,  entertainment,  or  fatisfacHon  of  the  reader,  becaufe  it  would  involve  us 
in  long  and  perplexed  relations  of  the  difputes  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
and  their  governors,  appeals  from  both  parties  to  the  government  at  home,  and  other 
fuch-like  tedious  and  dilagreeuble  fubjeds.  We  will  therefore  content  ourfelvcs  with 
obferving,  that  till  fome  very  different  method  is  taken  from  that  wliich  has  been  hitherto 
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in  ufe  for  appointing  governors  in  thi?  and  other  colonics,  fo  "that  men  are  now  fent 
over  with  a  view  to  repair  their  own  fortunes,  inftead  of  enquiring  into,  and  redrefTing, 
thofe  grievances  that  affect  the  properties  of  the  perfons  they  are  fent  to  govern,  we 
can  never  hope  to  fee  the  phmtations  flourifh,  or  this  country  reap  thofe  advantages 
from  them  which  oiherwife  fhe  might.  What  is  the  nature  of  thofe  advantages,  and 
what  their  degree  in  refpeft  to  this  noble  iiland,  juftly  efteemed  the  moft  valuable 
plantation  for  its  fize,  that  ever  this  nation  pofTeffed,  fhall  be  our  next  bufmcfs  to 
explain,  by  entering  into  a  particular  defcription  of  this  ifland  and  its  product. 

1 7.  The  Ifland  of  Barbadoes  is  fituated  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  1 3  degrees  north 
latitude,  and  59  degrees  of  weftern  longitude,  being  of  a  triangular  form  ;  about 
twenty-five  miles  in  length  from  fouth  to  north,  and  fifteen  in  breadth  from  eaft  to 
weft,  where  broadeft ;  it  is  a  plain  level  country  for  the  mofl  part,  with  fome  fmall 
hills  of  an  eafy  afcent,  and  fcarce  any  wood  upon  it  at  prefent  ;  it  was  covered  with 
woods,  indeed,  when  the  Englifli  firft  fent  colonics  there,  but  they  are  all  cut  down  to 
make  room  for  plantations  of  fugar  canes  which  take  up  almoft  the  whole  ifland  at 
prefent,  nothing  elfe  being  cultivated  in  any  great  quantities.  Their  very  corn,  flefh, 
and  fifh,  being  imported  for  the  moft  part  from  the  northern  colonies :  there  is  fcarce 
an  harbour  in  the  ifland,  the  beft  is  that  of  Bridge  Town  in  Carlifle-bay,  on  the  fouth- 
weft  part  of  the  ifland,  and  this  lies  open  to  the  weftward  ;  however  it  is  fecure  from 
the  north  eaft,  which  fs  the  conftant  trade  wind  here,  and  blows  from  morning  to 
evening,  except  their  tornades  and  hurricanes,  which  happen  ufually  about  Midfummer, 
and  in  July  and  Auguft,  and  blow  from  eveiy  quarter.  The  fliips  in  the  bay,  at  fuch 
times,  are  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  wrecked  on  fliore,  if  they  cannot  get  out  to 
fea,  and  therefore  feldom  attempt  to  ride  out  thofe  ftorms. 

The  coaft  is  defended  on  the  eaft  by  rocks  and  fhoals,  from  the  invafion  of  an 
enemy  ;  and  on  the  weft,  where  it  is  moft  expofed  to  a  defcent,  breaft-works  and  re- 
doubts are  erefted  for  its  fecurity,  but  the  repair  of  them  is  too  much  neglefted.  There 
is  fcarce  a  ftream  in  the  ifland  that  deferves  the  name  of  a  river  ;  however,  we  find  two 
on  the  eaft-fide,  to  which  they  have  given  the  names  of  Scotland  river,  and  Jofeph's 
river ;  they  have  good  water  in  their  wells  almoft  all  over  the  ifland,  and  do  not  dig 
very  deep  for  it ;  they  have  alfo  large  ponds  and  refervoirs,  where  they  preferve 
rainwater.  They  have  generally  fine  ferene  weather  ;  their  rains  fall  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  torrid  zone,  chiefly  when  the  fun  is  vertical ;  and  after  the  rains  are  the  proper 
feafons  for  planting  ;  their  heats  are  not  fo  excefTive  as  in  the  fame  latitude  on  the 
cjntinent,  being  conftantly  refrefhed  by  the  fea  breezes  in  the  day-time,  which  in- 
'  creafes  as  the  fun  advances,  and  abates  as  the  fun  declines.  And  they  have  this 
further  fatisfaftion,  that  their  days  feldom  exceed  twelve  hours ;  but  there  being  no 
mountains  on  the  ifland,  there  are  no  land-winds  in  the  night  as  in  Jamaica. 

The  only  town  of  any  confequence  in  the  ifland,  is  that  of  Bridge  Town  or 
St.  Michael's,  fituate  in  Carlifle-bay  :  it  was  formerly  encompafled  with  a  morafs  which 
rendered  it  unhealthy,  but  this  has  been  drained  in  a  great  meafure;  however,  the  low 
fituation  makes  the  town  ftill  fubjeft  to  inundations  :  it  is  faid  to  contain  a  thoufand  or 
twelve  hundred  houfes  tolerably  well  built  of  brick  or  ftone.  They  have  commodious 
wharfs  and  keys  for  loading  and  unloading  of  goods,  and  three  forts  or  caftles  of 
defence,  which,  if  kept  in  repair,  would  render  them  no  eafy  conqueft.  The  chief 
produce  and  manufafture  of  the  ifland,  as  has  been  mtimated  already,  is  fugar  ;  of  the 
molaflcs  or  drofs  whereof  they  make  great  quantities  of  rum.  They  have  alfo  fome 
cotton,  indigo,  ginger,  and  pimento,  and  formerly  tobacco  was  planted  here  in  good 
quantities,  but  very  httle  at  prefent  5  foreft  trees  they  have  fcarce  any  left :  their  fruits 
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are  oranges,  limes,  citrons,  poniegranates,  pine-apples,  guavas,  plaintains,  cocoa-nuts, 
indian-figs,  prickle-pears,  melons,  and  almoft  all  manner  of  roots  and  garden  Itufi',  but 
very  few  flowers. 

Their  horfes  they  import  from  New  Englands  &c.  and  have  a  flight  breed  of  their 
own  :  they  have  alfo  fome  afles,  cows,  and  flieep,  but  the  lafl:  do  not  thrive  here.  They 
have  a  good  number  of  hogs,  the  flefli  whereof  is  the  bcfl:  meat  that  is  eaten  in  thofe 
hot  climates.  Here  are  alfo  good  fea  fifli  and  poultry,  but  no  frefli-water  fifli ; 
and,  in  general,  all  manner  of  provifion  is  very  dear.  There  is  no  dining  at  an 
ordinary  under  a  crown  a-head  ;  frefli  meat  is  a  rarity,  and  chiefly  the  food  of 
people  of  condition  ;  the  reft  are  glad  of  falt-beef,  pork,  and  fifli,  imported  from  the 
northern  colonies ;  from  whence  alfo  comes  their  wheat,  flower,  indian-corn,  peafe, 
beans,  &c.  They  make  bread  alfo  of  the  caflTavi  root,  and  the  negroes  feed  on  yams, 
potatoes,  and  other  roots  and  fruits.  The  liquor  drank  by  the  gentry  here,  is  chiefly 
Madeira  wine,  or  wine  and  water,  and  great  quantities  of  punch  are  drank  by  the  vulgar. 
They  have  alfo  ftrong  beer  imported  from  Old  and  New  England,  and  liquors  made  of 
their  maize  and  fruits  as  in  Jamaica.  The  government  here  alfo  refembles  that  of 
Jamaica,  and  the  reft  of  our  American  iflands,  having  the  governor  and  council 
appointed  bv  the  crown,  which,  with  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  are  vefted  with  a 
legiflative  power,  and  make  laws  for  the  government  of  the  ifland. 

The  number  of  white  people  are  faid  to  have  been  once  forty  thoufand  and 
upwards,  and  are  computed  to  be  near  thirty  thoufand  at  prefent.  The  negroes, 
mulattoes,  and  meftive  flaves,  about  an  hundred  thoufand.  Their  militia  confifts  of 
fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and  three  thoufand  foot,  or  thereabouts. 

After  this  general  reprefentation  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ifland,  it  is  requifite  that 
we  ihould  proceed  to  a  more  clofe  enquiry  into  the  ftaple  commodity  of  this  ifland. 
We  are  to  obferve,  that  before  the  year  1626,  the  Portugueze  fupplied  all  Europe  with 
fugar  from  their  colonies  in  Brazil,  to  their  immenfe  profit ;  but  the  firft  fettlers 
finding  the  foil  to  be  fertile,  and  the  producing  of  fugar  advantageous,  they  encouraged 
more  people  to  come  over  and  plant  the  fame  commodity.  This  inducing  the 
merchants  at  home  to  fend  over  fliips  with  provifions  and  other  neceflaries  for  thofe 
new  planters,  which  their  agents  and  factors  exchanged  with  them  for  the  produce  of 
the  country,  and  from  thence  a  reciprocal  trade  and  correfpondence  was  eftabliftied 
between  Great  Britain  and  this  ifland. 

The  growing  fuccefs  of  this  new  fugar  colony  promoted  the  fettlement  of  the  others } 
and  as  the  fugar  plantations  encreafed,  more  hands  were  required  to  carry  on  tlie  works, 
than  could,  at  that  time,  be  fpared  from  home.  This  gave  birth  to  the  Guinea  trade, 
for  fupplying  thofe  colonies  with  negro  flaves ;  and  as  the  planters  flouriflied  and  en- 
creafed, fo  did  their  demands  for  all  forts  of  Britifli  manufa61:ures,  and  fuch  neceflaries 
of  life  as  they  could  not  produce  in  thofe  climates,  which  opened  another  fcene  of  trade 
to  the  Britifli  merchants,  to  furnifli  thefenew  colonies  vdth  wine  from  Madeira.  Thefe 
branches  of  trade  were  of  the  utmoft  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  forafmuch  as  they 
took  no  money  out  of  the  kingdom,  but  yearly  brought  in  large  funis  for  Britifli 
manufactures  carried  out.  The  trade  to  this  ifland  was  commonly  open  and  free ;  for 
we  find,  that  before  the  civil  war  in  England,  the  Dutch  Ihips  came  hither  to  purchafe 
fugars,  as  well  as  the  Englifli.  This  freedom  in  trade  made  the  country  flourifli,  and 
made  money  plenty  among  the  inhabitants.  But  fince  the  reftoration,  feveral  afts 
of  parliament  have  been  made  to  confine  the  trade  of  the  fugar  colonies  to  Great 
Britain,  and  Britifli  fliips  only ;  which  reftraints  foon  made  London  the  chiefeft  mart  in 
Europe  for  fugar ;   and  as  there  was  yearly  more  imported  than  was  neceflfary  for 
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home  confumption,  the  merchants  exported  tlie  furplus  to  foreign  markets,  and  by 
iiiulerielling  the  Portugiieze,  thcv  in  time  beat  them  ahnoil  out  of  all  their  fugar 
trade  to  the  northward  of  Cape  l-'inilterre. 

'I'hi.s  trade  of  re-exporting  fiigars  was  carried  on  for  many  years  with  great  fuccefs. 
Mr.  Jofluia  Gee  favs  that  by  this  trade  only  fuch  an  increafe  oftreafure  and  weahh  was 
brought  into  this  kingdom,  as  yearly  added  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  flock  of  the  nation,  which  in  thirty  years  time  amounted  to  upwards  of  ten 
millions  fterling.  And  a  late  auihor  computes  the  clear  profits,  accruing  to  Great 
Britain  froni  the  fugar  trade,  and  thofe  otlier  branches  which  chiefly  depend  upon  thofe 
iilands,  to  amount  to  more  than  one  million  a  year.  He  tells  us  farther,  that  it  appears 
by  the  cuftom-houfe  in  London,  that  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
fugar  colonies  were  a  few  years  ago  upwards  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling 
every  year ;  and  their  importations  from  thofe  iflands  more  than  twelve  hundred 
thoufan.d  pounils  per  annum.  In  thcfe  computations  the  author  has  taken  no  notice 
of  the  va(t  quantities  of  Britifli  manufactures  yearly  exported  to  Guinea  and  Madeira  ; 
but  if  they  were  to  be  added  to  the  exportations  of  the  fugar  colonies,  where  the  greateft 
part  of  their  produce  is  taken  off  with  an  advantage  to  the  Britifh  mt?rchant,  it 
would  greatly  augment  the  fum,  and  confequently  enlarge  the  profits  which  our 
mother  countr}'  receives  from  the  fugar  colonies,  and  the  feveral  branches  of  trade 
depending  on  them.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  whether  this  gentleman's 
calculaiions  are  exacl  or  not ;  but  it  is  evident  beyond  difpute,  that  while  the  fugar 
trade  fiourifhed,  both  planters  and  merchants  grew  immenfely  rich,  and  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  Great  Britain  was  carried  on  to  a  much  greater  height  than  it  ever  was 
before.  And  this  great  fource  of  wealth  and  treafure  to  their  mother  country,  arofe 
from  fo  fmall  a  beginning  as  a  few  families  feeking  flaelter  in  a  defolate  iiland. 

This  fhews  what  may  be  done  by  induffry  and  trade  rightly  applied.  Now  if  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  have  received  ilich  an  addition  from  the  fugar 
colonies,  as  added  greatly  to  the  riches  and  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  if  Barbadoes 
lias  tlie  honour  to  fland  foremoft  in  the  fugar  trade  fas  the  nrll  founder  of  it)  how 
well  has  fhe  deferved  of  her  mother  country.  When  the  fugai"  trade  was  at  the  height 
which  we  defcribed  above,  the  ffourifliing  ffate  of  Great  Britam  alarmed  her  neighbours, 
and  put  them  upon  ways  to  circumvent  her  in  trade,  as  the  only  means  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  growing  Itrength  of  the  kingdom,  which  they  feared  might  become  too  formidable, 
from  the  great  increafe  of  feamen  and  fliipping  employed  in  the  Weft  India  and  Guinea 
trades,  both  flourifliingat  the  fame  time.  Upon  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  flate 
of  trade  to  Africa,  in  the  year  1728,  it  appeared  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  three  years 
time  only,  the  number  of  negroes  imported  at  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  Antigua, 
amounted  to  fort)--two  thoufand,  befides  what  were  carried  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat. 

But  we  are  now  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  general  declenfion  of  this  trade. 
And  here  I  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  the  French  fpared  no  coft  or  labour  to 
rival  Great  Britain,  they  well  knowing,  if  that  funk,  her  Guinea  and  Madeira  trade 
niufl  fall  with  it ;  for  which  purpofe  they  embraced  every  opportunity  to  enlarge  and 
improve  their  fugar  plantations  ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mifmformed,  where  the  planter  was 
not  able  to  complete  his  works  himfelf,  proper  utenfils  were  fent  over  from  France  at 
fhe  public  charge,  and  the  crown  trufted  them  for  feveral  years  without  intereft  ;  what 
fuch  an  ailiftance  will  enable  men  to  do,  we  may  gather  from  the  fiourifliing  Ifate  of 
the  linen  manufatlure  in  Ireland,  iince  the  public  allowed  them  a  fund  to  fupport  it. 
Having  by  thefe  means  eilabliflied  their  fugar  colonies,  the  next  thing  they  had  in  view 
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was  to  beat  the  Britifh  merchants  out  of  the  foreign  markets  for  fugar  ;  and  therefore 
deftroy  their  trade  for  exportation ;  and  this  they  have  efteded,  by  giving  liberty  for 
their  fhips  to  carry  their  fugars  direttly  to  the  foreign  markets,  while  ours  were  obliged 
to  import  all  into  Great  Britain,  which  enables  them  to  fell  lb  much  cheaper  than  our 
merchants  can  carry  it  from  London,  as  has  almoft  put  an  entire  ilop  to  that  valuable 
branch  of  trade  to  their  mother  country  ;  and  the  utter  ruin  of  the  Britifh  fugar 
colonies  muft  neceffarily  follow,  unlefs  they  are  relieved  fome  way  or  other. 

The  very  firft  declenfion  of  their  exportation  trade  was  attended  with  ill  ron- 
fequences  to  the  fugar  colonies.  It  lowered  the  price  of  fugar  fo  much  at  home,  as 
difcouraged  the  merchants  from  fending  to  purchafe  fugars  here.  This  obliged  the 
fugar  planters  to  turn  merchant  adventurers  in  a  declining  trade,  and  to  fhip  their 
fugars  upon  their  own  account  and  rifque  ;  this  put  a  (top  to  the  currency  of  cafh, 
which  was  before  brought  over  yearly  to  purchafe  fugars,  and  laid  the  whole  burden 
of  freight,  duty,  and  commiilion,  upon  the  plantation,  that  wei'e  formerly  paid  by  the 
Britifh  merchants.  And  fuppofe  but  fifteen  thoufand  hogiheads  of  fugar  to  be  fhipped 
in  a  year  from  this  ifland,  on  gentlemens  own  accounts,  thefe  three  articles  will  amount 
to  upwards  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Another  great  evil  that  has  likewife 
followed  from  the  fame  caufe  is,  combinations  among  the  buyers,  by  which  the  price  of 
fugars  is  funk  fo  low  as  greatly  to  prejudice  the  planters,  and  yet  turning  to  the 
benefit  only  of  a  few  private  perfons,  who  are  the  firft  buyers,  and  not  at  all  to  that  of 
the  confumers  in  general,  by  which  that  ifland  is  hurt,  and  this  receives  no  benefit,  or 
very  little. 

Thefe  are  the  particulars  which  we  have  collefted  from  books  ;  but  we  will  now  add 
fome  fev/  remarks,  from  the  informations  we  have  received,  which  will  ferve  to  give 
light  to  the  prefent  ftate  and  importance  of  this  ifland ;  and  thefe  will  come  chiefly 
under  the  three  following  heads.  In  the  firft  place,  we  fhali  fhew  that  this  colony 
throve  the  fafteft,  became  the  bcft  peopled,  and  by  far  the  moft  wealthy  in  America. 
We  fiiall  next  fliew  the  advantages  formerly  derived  from  thence  to  the  Britifh  nation, 
clearly,  and  in  a  very  few  words.  And  laftly,  we  fhall  take  notice  of  the  prefent  con- 
dition of  this  ifland,  and  of  the  infinite  confequence  thereof  to  this  government  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  firft  place  then,  it  is  to  be  confidered  that  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes 
is  generally  efteemed  to  be  a  very  little  bigger  than  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  to  contain, 
according  to  a  round  computation,  one  hundred  thoufand  acres.  It  has  been  fliewn, 
that  about  the  year  1626  this  country  was  not  only  unfettled,  but  adualiy  uninhabit- 
able, as  affording  nothing  for  the  fupport  of  life,  and  over-run  with  a  brufhy  kind  of 
flirub  wood,  which  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  firft  planters  ;  yet  in  the  fpace 
of  fifty  years,  this  plantation  came  to  its  greateft  height,  and  by  a  calculation  that  was 
made  with  much  exadnefs,  there  were  in  it  fifty  thoufand  white  people  of  all  forts, 
of  whom  twenty  thoufand  were  able  to  bear  arms,  and  eighty  thoufand  negroes  :  nay, 
we  are  told  that  in  twenty  years  after  the  colony  Avas  fettled  they  muftered  eleven 
thoufand  horfe  and  foot  ;  v/hich  would  be  altogether  incredible  it  we  had  not  fuch 
proofs  of  thefe  fads  as  put  them  beyond  all  doubt  or  queftion. 

This  flifficiently  proves,  that  never  any  colony  of  ours,  or  any  other  nation,  was  fo  popu- 
lous as  this  ifland.  But  to  make  this  ftill  clearer  to  an  Englifh  reader,  we  fhall  obferve 
that  Barbadoes  is  rather  lefs  than  the  county  of  Rutland,  the  fmallelt  county  in 
England ;  and  that,  according  to  the  highelt  computation,  the  number  of  people  in 
that  county  in  1676,  did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand:  but  this  may  be  made  ftill 
clearer,  by  comparing  that  whole  ifland  with  this,  in  point  of  extent ;  for  if  England 
and  Wales,  taken  together,  confift  of  near  forty  millions  of  acres,  then  if  they  were  as 
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populous  as  Barbadoes  they  ouglit  to  contain  fifty  millions  of  p?ople ;  whereas  Sir 
A^'illiam  Petty,  who  was  a  very  able  man  in  computations,  and  is  thought  rot  to  have 
ur.dervalued  this  country,  but  rather  the  contrary,  never  reckoned  the  people  higher  than 
eight  millions ;  which  fhews  what  a  vail  dil'proportion  there  is  between  the  peopling 
of  the  two  countries. 

But  to  proceed  farther  ftill ;  the  fame  great  man  afferts,  that  in  Holland  and 
Zealand,  which  are  looked  upon  to  be  the  belt  peopled  countries  in  Europe,  there  are  a 
million  of  fouls  inhabiting  about  as  many  acres  ;  and  confequenlly  it  appears  from 
hence,  that  even  this  country  was  not  fo  well  peopled  as  Barbadocs,  In  point  of  wealth, 
the  comparifon  holds  full  as  ftrong  ;  for  in  the  year  i56i  king  Charles  II.  created  on 
the  fame  day  thirteen  baronets  in  Barbadocs,  none  of  them  having  lefs  than  one 
thoufand,  and  fome  of  them  ten  ihoufand  pounds  a  year.  At  this  time  their  trade 
actually  maintained  four  hundred  fail  of  fliips  ;  and  it  was  computed,  that  the  running 
cafli  of  the  iiland  might  be  about  two  lumdred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  their  annual 
exportation  to  Great  Britain,  in  fugar,  indigo,  ginger,  and  other  commodities,  at  leafl 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  Thefe  arc  facts  that  may  be  depended  upon, 
that  deferve  in  every  refpect  the  greateft  confidcration,  and  that  plainly  dcmonflrate  at 
once  the  great  value  of  this  ifland,  and  the  prodigious  confequeace  of  our  plantations  in 
general. 

By  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  colony  upon  this  ifland,  it  has,  fmce  we  firfl  poffefled 
it,  contributed  beyond  conception  and  belief  to  the  riches  of  its  mother  country  \  and, 
as  I  know  not  an)^  fubjecl  ttiat  either  can  or  ought  to  give  an  Englilh  reader  more 
pleafure  than  the  confideration  of  what  has  been  obtained  by  the  bleffmgof  God,  upon 
the  virtue  and  induflry  of  his  countrymen  ;  fo,  I  think,  an  endeavour  tJ  {hew  what  has 
accrued  in  the  whole  to  Britain,  by  eftublifliing  a  colony  here,  will  be  allowed  to  be 
equally  in(lru£tive  and  pleafant,  ufeful  and  entertaining. 

Wliat  has  been  faid  before,  gives  us  a  fufficlent  general  notion  of  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  ifland  ;  what  we  now  aim  at  is,  to  come  at  a  more  particular  account 
of  what  it  has  yielded  in  the  whole.  When  this  colony  was  in  its  moft  flourifliing 
condition,  which  we  fix  to  the  year  1676,  there  were  four  hundred  fliips  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  one  with  another,  employed  annually  in  this  trade ;  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  thought  a  very  moderate  computation,  if  we  reckon  that  the  feamen, 
fliip-builders,  and  other  trades  that  live  by  thefe  veff^ls,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  ten 
thoufand  fouls.  The  fugars  that  came  from  Barbadocs,  were  either  fpent  at  home  or 
fent  abroad ;  and  I  reckon,  that  in  the  manufaduring  the  fugars,  and  vending  them  nt 
home  and  abroad,  there  might  be  twenty  thoufand  people  more  employed.  l"o  thefe 
we  mull  add,  fuch  as  got  their  bread  by  the  goods  and  manufactures  yearly  exported 
from  hence  to  Barbadoes ;  for  almofl  all  that  the  people  eat,  drink,  and  wear  there, 
2re- the  produtt  of  England ;  fo  that  the  computation  cannot  be  thought  to  rife  too 
high,  if  we  allow,  that  in  this  way  twenty  thouland  more  got  their  bread  ;  which  will 
make  about  fifty  thoufand  in  the  whole  :  all  fupported  here  by  the  labour  and  indultry 
of  the  whites  and  negroes  in  that  country.  We  are  next  to  compute  the  money 
brought  into  this  nation  by  the  export  of  the  commodities  imported  from  thence,  which 
was  that  year  allowed  to  be  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  it  was  alio 
agreed,  that  as  much  or  more  had  been  gained  every  year,  between  that  time  and  tlie 
relloration. 

I  Ihall  fay  nothing  of  the  money  arifing  to  the  exchequer  from  the  duties,  though 
this  might  be  computed  at  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  ;  but  upon  thefe 
principles  Ihall  proceed  in  my  computation  thus  :  I  will  fuppofe,  that  from  the  year 
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163610  1656,  which  is  twenty  years,  this  colony  produced  but  halffo  much,  amf 
though  it  may  be  true,  that  before  the  year  1640  it  did  not  produce  a  quarter  fo  much, 
yet,  in  the  remaining  part  of  that  period,  it  certainly  brought  in  a  great  deal  more  ;■ 
and  therefore  -we  cannot  be  far  from  the  truth,  in  computing  that  this  nation  acquired 
two  millions  in  money,  by  Barbadoes,  in  that  twenty  years.  In  the  next  twenty,  that 
is,  from  1656  to  1676,  when  it  is  allowed  this  iiland  was  in  its  molt  flourifhing  con- 
dition, there  mull  have  been  gained  four  millions  of  money ;  and  allowing  for  the 
gradual  falling  off  of  this  trade,  by  a  nudtitude  of  unlucky  accidents,  but  more  par- 
ticularly by  the,iettling  the  French  fugar  iflands,  we  fliall  compute  the  lad  feventy 
years,  from  1676  to  1736,  at  the  fame  rate  we  did  the  firfl  twenty  years,  and  the  gain 
will  then  amount  to  fix  millions  ;  fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  years,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain  have  received  twelve  millions  in  filver,  by  the  means  of  this 
plantation  ;  and  had  fifty  thoufand  of  her  inhabitants  maintained  by  the  people  in  that 
colony  all  the  time.  It  is  highly  poffible,  that  in  fome  of  thefe  articles  we  may  be 
wrong  one  way,  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  in  other  articles  we  may  err  the 
other  way  ;  which  is  fo  far  from  making  againfl  the  credit  of  our  computation  in 
general,  that  it  really  makes  for  it,  fince  we  may  very  well  fuppofe  thefe  errors  balance 
each  other,  and  that  the  fum  total  is  very  near  right. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  laft  head,  which  is,  afligning  the  comparative  excellence  of 
this  colony  with  regard  to  our  own  and  other  plantations  in  America ;  and  this,  at  firll 
fight,  nray  appear  a  thing  very  difficult,  if  not  impoliible  to  be  done ;  however  we  may 
Gome  fufficiently  near  it  for  our  purpofe.  It  is  thought  that  Barbadoes  contains  one 
hundred  and  forty  fquare  miles,  and  if  fo  it  is  in  proportion,  as  i  to  34j77  i  in  refpect  to 
the  Spanifii  plantations;  as  i  to  12,000  in  regard  to  our  own;  as  i  to  ii,oog  in 
reference  to  the  French  ;  as  i  to  7,000  as  to  the  Portugueze  ;  and  as  1  to  4  as  to  the 
Dutch.  This  I  fay,  as  to  the  extent  of  territory,  is  as  juft  a  comparifon  as  can  be 
made  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  value  of  thefe  colonies,  it  is  very  eafy  to  perceive  that 
there  is  hardly  any  computation  to  be  made  at  all,  for  we  may  truly  affirm  that  the 
produce  of  Barbadoes  is  very  near  equal  to  a  twentieth  part  of  what  Spain  receives  froni 
her  Indies  annually,  in  time  of  peace,  and  from  thence  we  may  eafily  judge  of  the  reft. 

I  have  inlifted  the  longer  upon  this  topic,  becaufe  it  may  enable  us  to  form  fom6 
notion  of  what  might  be  made  of  our  plantations,  if  we  attended  to  them  as  much  as 
they  deferve  ;  for  though  it  may  be,  and  perhaps  is,  impoliible  to  improve  any  of  them 
in  proportion  to  what  has  been  done  in  Barbadoes,  yet  we  may  well  enough  difcern, 
from  hence,  that  ihey  might  be  made  inconteltably  more  profitable  to  us  than  they  now 
are,  or  indeed,  than  the  whole  trade  that  we  now  poiiefs  ;  and  ii,  at  the  iame  time  we 
refleft  on  this,  we  likewife  confider  that  there  is  nothing  fo  abfolucely  in  our  power,  a:. 
the  improvement  of  our  colonies  ;  it  will  mod  certainly  appear  to  be  the  point,  which, 
of  all  others  imports  us  molt ;  and  if  I  have  done  any  thing  towards  proving  this, 
1  flrall  account  all  my  labour  well  bellowed. 

1 8.  We  are  next  to  fpeak  of  the  iiland  of  St.  Chriflopher,  which  was  called 
Liamuega  by  the  lavages,  and  was  difcovered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  in  the  firfl 
voyage  he  made  to  America.  He  gave  it  the  name  of  St.  Chriftopher  from  the  figure 
of  its  mountains,  there  being  in  the  upper  jiart  of  the  ifland  a  very  high  mountain, 
which  bears  on  its  fununit  another  lefs  mountain,  as  St.  Chriftopher  is  painted  like  a 
giant,  with  our  Saviour  on  his  back.  It  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  17  degrees  25 
minutes  on  this  fide  the  line,  and  is  about  75  miles  in  circuit;  the  Caribhcans  in- 
habited it  when  Sir  Thomas  Vv'arner,  an  Englilh  adventurer,  went  thither.  IVlonlieur 
Defnambue,  a  French  gentleman  of  the  ancient  houfe  of  Vauderop,  who  commanded 
,  for 
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for  the  French  in  America,  arrived  at  St.  ChrKtopher's  the  fame  day  with  Sir  Thomas 
A\'arncr,  and  both  took  poU'efliou  of  the  illand  in  the  names  of  their  refpettive 
mailers,  that  they  might  have  a  place  of  lafe  retreat,  and  a  good  haven  for  the  receipt 
offuch  fliips  of  both  nations,  as  fliould  be  bound  for  America,  it  being  well  provided 
with  harbours.  The  Spaniards  ui'ed  to  put  in  there  in  their  Weft  India  voyage,  to  take 
in  frefli  water  ;  and  they  were  on  fo  good  terms  with  the  Caribbeans,  that  fometimes 
they  left  their  fick  there,  of  whom  the  favages  took  a  great  deal  of  care. 

The  two  gentlemen  before  mentioned,  left  fome  of  their  men  upon  the  place,  £nd 
returned.  Sir  Thomas  Warner  to  I'.ngland,  and  Monfieur  Defnambue  to  France,  for 
recruits.  Their  mafters  approved  of  their  conduft,  and  fent  them  back  with  fupplies 
of  men  and  provifions,  and  commitiions  to  be  governors  of  the  new  fettlements.  I'his 
company  continued  in  France  till  the  year  1661,  when  they  fold  St.  Chriftopher's,  and 
the  other  iflands,  to  the  knights  of  Malta;  but  in  the  year  1664,  the  Weft  India 
company,  by  the  king's  orders,  bought  out  the  laft  proprietors.  Sir  Thomas  Warner, 
and  Monfieur  Defnambue,  failed  in  the  year  1626,  and  the  latter  arrived  there  about 
January  1627,  having  had  a  long  fickly  voyage.  The  French  were  about  three 
hundred  in  number,  the  Englifli  colony  as  many  ;  Sir  Thomas  had  proceeded  a  good 
way  in  his  fettlement  before  Monfieur  Defnambue  arrived  ;  and  the  two  governors,  to^ 
prevent  differences  among  the  people  about  the  limits  of  their  teritories,  figned  articles. 
of  divifion  on  the  t  3th  of  May  1 627  ;  thev  then  fet  boundaries  to  their  feveral  divifions, 
with  this  particular  provifo,  that  fifliing  and  hunting  fliould  be  equally  free  to  the  hi- 
Tiabitants  of  both  nations  ;  that  the  falt-ponds,  and  moft  valu^'.ble  timber,  Ihould  be  in 
common,  together  with  the  mines  and  havens  ;  alio  a  league  offenfive  and  defenfive  was 
concluded  between  them,  agalnfl  all  their  enemies  ;  after  which  they  fet  to  work,  each 
in  his  ftation  to  advance  his  fettlement,  and  went  on  very  harmoniouily. 

The  Englifli  received  fupplies  of  men  and  provifions  from  London,  by  which  means 
thev  throve  better  than  the  French,  and  not  only  became  ftrong  enough  to  keep  what 
thev  had,  but  to  be  able  to  fpare  men  for  new  plantations  at  Nevis ;  of  which  Sir 
Thomas  Warner  took  poifeiTion,  and  left  people  upon  it  for  a  fettlement  in  the  year 
1628.  And  in  that  which  followed,  Don  Frederick  de  Toledo  was  fent  with  a  fleet 
of  twenty-four  fliips  and  fifteen  frigates,  to  difpolfeJs  the  Englifli  and  Frencii  of  the 
iJland  of  St.  Chriftopher's.  The  Spaniards  were  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifli 
in  the  Caribbee  iflands,  and  thought  it  concerned  the  fafety  of  their  own  plantations, 
to  prevent  thofe  nations  from  fettling  in  the  neighbourhood.  Don  Frederick  meeting 
fome  Englifli  fliips  lying  near  the  ifle  of  Nevis,  feized  them,  and  then  came  and 
anchored  in  the  road  of  Marigot,  under  'the  cannon  of  the  Bafle  Terre,  where 
Monfieur  Roflby  commanded.  Neither  the  French  nor  the  Englifli  forts  were  in  a 
condition  to  oppofe  fuch  an  enemy  ;  their  ftores  of  ammunition  fell  Ihort,  and  their 
numbers  were  not  a  match  for  the  Spanifli  army,  had  they  been  ever  fo  well  provided 
with  powder  and  fliot.  Rolfey,  after  a  fmall  oppofition,  abandoned  the  Bafle  Terre, 
and  retreated  to  Cabes  Terre,  another  fort,  where  IMonfieur  Defnambue  was  in  perlbn, 
who  could  not  prevail  with  his  men,  either  to  defend  themfelves  there,  or  to  retire 
to  the  forefts  and  mountains,  where  a  few  men.  might  have  refilled  a  thoufand.  Ht; 
remonllrated  to  them  that  Don  Frederick  could  not  alford  much  time,  being  bound  to 
the  Havannah  to  bring  home  the  flota.  Yet  this  was  to  no  purpofe,  nothing  would 
content  them  but  embarking  and  leaving  the  place,  which  he  v.as  forced  to  comjily 
with,  and  fo  all  the  French  deferted  their  fettlement,  as  did  their  allies  the  Englifli  ; 
who  were  in  a  great  conllernation,  and  the  ililorder  encreafed,  upon  the  news  of 
of  Defnambue's  being  gone  with  his  colony  ;  fome  endeavoured  to  efcape  by  lea,  others 
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fled  to  the  mountains,  and  all  who  were  left  fent  deputies  to  treat  with  the  Spaniards. 
The  Don  knowing  he  had  them  in  his  power,  commanded  them  to  leave  the  iflanJ 
immediately,  or  he  would  put  them  to  the  fword  ;  he  lent  them  their  own  Ihips,  which 
he  had  taken  at  Nevis,  to  embark  in,  and  was  perfuaded  to  give  leave  to  thole  to  flay 
that  had  not  room  in  the  fliips  for  themfelves  and  their  families,  till  they  could  be 
tranfported  ;  upon  which  Don  Frederick  weighed  anchor,  carried  with  him  fix  hundred 
Englifli  who  were  fitteft  for  his  fervice,  and  he  was  no  fooaer  gone  but  the  Englifli 
rallied,  and  refolved  to  go  on  with  their  fettlcment.  Tlie  French,  who  were  got  no 
farther  than  Antigua  and  Montferrat,  fent  a  fliip  for  iniolligcnce  to  St.  Chriftopher's, 
and  undcrftanding  the  Spaniards  were  gone,  and  the  Englifh  bufy  in  rebuilding  and 
planting,  rejoiced  at  this  happy  and  uncxpecled  turn  of  fortune,  failed  back  to  St. 
Chriilopher's,  and  retook  poiieilion  o:  their  former  habitations. 

The  Englifli  continued  carrying  on  their  colony  till  they  were  in  a  condition  to  fpare 
more  men  for  fettlements,  at  Barbuda,  IVIoniferrat,  and  Antigua,  which  Sir  Thomas 
Warner  peopled  and  planted.  And  the  fame  year  the  Dutch  made  themfelves 
matters  of  St.  Euflace,  and  the  French  took  poirefhon  of  fome  other  iflands.  The 
Englifh  built  themfelves  good  houfes  at  St.  Chriilopher's,  and  had  wives  and  families  ; 
whereas  the  French  contented  themfelves  with  huts,  after  the  Caribbean  manner;  few 
of  them  W'ere  married,  and  confequently  took  little  pains  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  all 
things  neceffary  and  convenient  for  life.  Monfieur  Defnambue  died  about  the  year 
1637,  and  Sir  Thomas  Warner  did  not  long  furvive  him.  Before  the  EngUfli 
governor's  death  the  colony  was  fo  increafed,  that  there  were  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  thoufand  fouls  of  his  own  nation  in  the  ifland.  He  was  fuccceded  in  his 
government  by  Colonel  Rich,  who,  by  following  his  predeceffor's  fleps  in  governing  the 
colony,  invited  more  people  to  come  and  fettle  there.  The  chief  employment  of  the 
firfl  planters  was  cultivating  tobacco,  by  which  they  got  a  competent  livelihood  ;  but 
afterwards,  the  quantity  that  was  made  bringing  down  the  price,  they  fet  themfelves 
in  feveral  places  to  plant  fugar,  ginger,  indigo,  and  cotton,  and  in  a  little  time  became  a 
rich  and  ffourifliing  people,  both  French  and  Englifli  living  cordially  together  till  the  lall 
war  broke  out,  when  the  Englifh  drove  the  French  entirely  from  their  fettlements  ; 
and  the  country  being  yielded  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
all  the  French  territory  was  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  which  niuil  have  produced 
a  very  large  fum,  fince  out  of  it  there  were  eighty  thoufand  pounds  paid,  for  the 
marriage  portion  of  her  royal  highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Orange. 

There  were  indeed  fome  who  pretended,  that  notwithffanding  the  French  part  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriilopher's  was  by  far  the  richefl,  we  were  no  gainers  by  obtaining 
it ;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  the  French  received  benefit  thereby,  becaufe  it  enabled 
them  to  people  the  refl  of  their  iflands  more  effectually ;  but  whoever  confiders  that 
the  fugars  of  this  ifland  are  the  very  befl  in  all  America  ;  that  the  plantations  were  in 
perfeft  order ;  and  that  the  French  ventured  a  war,  to  prevent  our  fettling  St.  Lucia 
and  St.  Vincent,  will  fcarce  be  brought  to  believe,  that  they  parted  with  a  country 
ready  fettled,  and  more  valuable  than  both  thofe  iflands,  with  their  good  will.  The 
treaty  of  Utrecht  was  fo  indifferent  a  treaty  that,  I  think,  there  is  no  fort  of  necefTity 
for  making  it  appear  worfe  than  it  really  was.  The  fame  perfons  who  fufl  fettled 
St.  Chriilopher's,  likewife  fettled  Nevis  or  Mcvis,  about  the  year  1628  ;  and  notwitii- 
ftanding  the  misfortune  of  being  difpoifefled  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  manner  before- 
mentioned,  in  twenty  years  time  there  were  at  leaf  I  four  thoufand  people  upon  the 
ifland,  and  they  continued  incrcafmg  in  the  fame  manner,  by  a  fuccefTion  of  prudent 
governors,  for   a  confidcrable  fpace.     After  the  rell oration,  when  trade  and   peace 
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llouriflied,  this  ifle  enjoyed  its  fliare  of  the  benefit,  and  increafed  in  inhabitants  and 
riches ;  the  only  enemy  they  had  to  ftruggle  with  was  the  hurricane,  whicli  generally 
vifited  them  once  a  year. 

On  the  igth  of  Auguft  1667  there  was  a  terrible  one  in  this  ifland  ;  at  which  time 
Sir  John  Berry,  captain  of  tlie  Centurion  man  of  war,  was  in  tlie  harbour  with  that  and 
feveral  other  lliips,  ot  which  one  was  commanded  by  Captain  Langford,  who  having 
learned  fome  of  the  prognoftics  of  a  tornado  from  a  Caribbean,  perceiving  them,  he 
told  Sir  John  and  the  reft  of  the  commanders  of  it,  who  depending  on  his  intelligence, 
made  their  fhips  ready,  and  in  the  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  the  wind  coming  very 
hard  northerly,  they  put  to  fea,  and  came  all  back  within  four  or  five  days  time  fafe  to 
the  road  again  ;  Captain  Langford  was  afliore,  and  being  confident  of  the  hurricane, 
took  fuch  care  in  fecuring  his  fugars  and  goods  in  the  ftore-houfe,  that  when  the  hur- 
ricane had  carried  away  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  all  except  one  hogfhead  of  fugar 
remained  fafe. 

When  Sir  William  Stapleton  was  governor  of  thefe  iflands  he  ufually  made  this  the 
place  of  his  refidence.  Here  courts  were  kept,  and  the  governor  living  upon  it,  moft 
of  the  affairs  of  this  government  were  tranfafted  here ;  for  every  one  of  thcfe  iHands 
hath  a  particular  lieutenant-governor,  council,  and  affembly ;  and  the  general  govern- 
ment centers  only  in  the  authority  of  captain-general.  Sir  William  Stapleton,  who  was 
governor  in  King  James's  time,  made  Sir  James  RuiTel  lieutenant-governor  of  this  ifland, 
and  he  enjoyed  the  place  till  his  commiilion  was  fuperfeded  by  that  of  captain-general, 
granted  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnfon,  who  alfo  refided  at  Nevis ;  and  at  this  time  none  of 
the  Leeward  Iflands  flouriflied  fo  much  as  this;  it  fupplied  the  others  with  almoft  all 
their  wines  and  negroes,  and  was  computed  to  have  contained  at  that  time  near  two 
thoufand  fighting  men,  which  will  make  the  number  of  fouls,  by  common  computation 
to  be  above  ten  thoufand,  befidcs  negroes,  of  which  number  there  were  not  lefs  than 
twenty  thoufand.  A  prodigious  improvement  of  an  ifland  fcarce  fix  miles  Ion"-,  to 
maintain  between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children ! 

We  are  to  proceed  next  to  the  ifland  of  Montferrat,  which  name  the  Spaniards  gave 
to  this  ifland,  from  the  refemblance  it  has  to  a  mountain  in  Catalonia,  not  far  from 
Barcelona,  famous  for  a  chapel  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  in  the  greateft  reputa- 
tion with  the  Roman  Catholics  of  any,  except  that  of  Loretto,  The  Englifh  have  not 
thought  fit  to  give  it  another  name  fince  they  were  mafters  of  it.  It  lies  in  1 7  degrees 
north  latitude,  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  almoft  as  much  in  breadth  ;  fo  that 
it  feems  to  be  of  a  round  figure.  It  was  difcovered  by  the  Europeans  at  the  fame  time 
with  St.  Chriftopher's  ;  but  no  fettlement  was  made  upon  it  till  the  year  1632,  at  which 
time  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  firft  governor  of  St,  Chriftopher's,  procured  a  fmall  colony 
to  fettle  there,  of  the  fubjefts  of  England,  for  we  cannot  allure  ourfelves  they  were 
Engliflmien,  this  ifland  being  generally  looked  upon  as  an  Irifh  colony.  This  ifland 
flouriflied  at  firft  more  than  Antigua  ;  but  fince  the  Lord  Willonghby's  time  the  Jatter 
has  got  and  kept  the  ftart  of  it.  There  werefeven  hundred  men  in  Montferrat,  iixteen 
years  after  it  was  firft  inhabited  ;  the  rolls  of  the  militia  at  this  time  amount  to  three 
hundred  and  fixty.  We  find  but  one  battery  for  the  defence  of  the  coaft,  and  other  old 
difmounted  cannon  at  feveral  landing  places.  As  to  the  climate,  foil,  animals,  trade 
and  produdions  of  this  iile,  they  are  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  other  Caribbee 
Iflands,  only  this  is  fuller  of  mountains,  which  are  covered  with  cedars  and  other  trees, 
that  make  it  a  lovely  profpect  from  the  fea ;  the  vallies  are  fruitful,  and  better  ftored 
with  frefli  water  than  thofe  of  Antigua.  According  to  the  beft  accounts  that  have  been 
received  from  this  ifland  of  late  years,  it  is  rather  increafing,  both  in  the  number  of 
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tpeople  and  in  the  value  of  their  fettlements,  than  not  v  ns  to  the  former,  it  is  computed 
there  may  be  ab.  ut  four  thoufmd  five  hundred  white  perfons,  and  about  twelve  thou- 
fand  negroes  in  this  country ;  and  as  for  the  latter,  I  mean  the  value  of  its  produce, 
we  fliall  have  occafionto  fpeak  of  it  hereafter. 

The  ifland  of  Barbuda  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1.7  degrees  ^0  minutes  north,  is  about 
fifteen  miles  long,  and  lies  north-ealt  from  the  illand  of  which  we  were  lad  fpeaking. 
The  land  is  low  and  fruitful,  and  the  Englifli  begaji  to  plant  it  as  early  as  Nevis,  Mont- 
ferrat,  or  any  other  of  the  Leeward  iflands,  St.  Chriftopher's  excepted  ;  for  Sir  Thomas 
Warner,  who  firll  fettled  there,  placed  a  fniail  colony  in  this  iiland,  but  the  Caribbeans 
difturbed  them  lb  much,  that  they  were  often  forced  to  defert  it  and  their  plantations. 
There  hardly  palled  a  year  but  they  made  one  or  two  incurlions,  and  that  generally  in 
the  night,  tor  they  durll  not  attack  them  by  day ;  the  damage  the  Englilh  fullained  by 
them  made  them  weary  of  dwelling  in  a  place  where  they  were  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
fury  of  thole  barbarians,  who  diminifliing  daily  in  number,  and  the  Europeans  increafing, 
the  Englilh  again  pofleffed  themfelves  ot  Barbuda,  and  in  a  few  years  there  were  five 
hundred  inhabitants.  There  are  now  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  folds  upon  it,  and 
their  number  is  daily  increafing.  The  proprietor  is  the  Honourable  Chrillopher  Co- 
drington,  Efq.;  and  he  puts  in  a  governor  here,  having  the  fame  prerogative  as  the  other 
lords  proprietors  in  their  feveral  jurilditlions  in  America.  This  ilkind  has  bred  great 
itore  ot  cattle,  and  the  inhabitants  employ  themfelves  moftly  in  that  fort  of  huitandry ; 
corn  and  provifions  coming  ahnoll  always  to  a  good  market  in  the  fugar  illands.  There 
is  plenty  of  all  forts  of  tame  cattle,  as  in  Europe ;  and  the  Englilh  live  here  much  after 
the  fame  manner  as  they  do  in  the  countries  in  England  ;  only  their  labour  in  the  field 
is  not  fo  hard  as  here,  the  country  being  fo  much  hotter. 

The  next  plantation  to  this,  if  it  may  be  properly  fo  called,  is  Anguilla,  or  Snake 
Ifland,  fo  called  trom  its  figure,  being  a  long  tradl  of  earth,  but  narrow,  winding 
almoll  about ;  near  St.  Mardu's,  from  whence  it  may  eafily  be  feen ;  it  lies  in  18  de- 
grees 1 2  minutes.  The  country  is  level  and  woody,  the  foil  fruitful,  and  the  tobacco 
that  grew  there  formerlv  was  reckoned  very  good  in  its  kind.  There  is  not  a  mountain 
in  it ;  where  it  is  broadelt  there  is  a  pond,  about  which  the  Englifli  fettled  in  the  year 
1650.  Their  bufinefs,  hke  the  inhabitants  of  Barbuda,  was  to  plant  corn  and  breed 
tame  cattle,  for  which  purpofe  they  brought  flock  with  them.  They  were  poor,  and 
continue  fo  to  this  day,  being,  perhaps,  the  lazieft  creatures  in  the  world.  Some  people 
have  gone  from  Barbadoes,  and  other  Englifli  Caribbee  iflands,  thither,  and  there  they 
live  like  the  firft  race  of  men,  without  government  or  religion,  having  no  minifler  or 
niagillrate.  They  are  faid  to  make  up,  altogether,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  families, 
or  nine  hundred  fouls  ;  and  their  condition  in  that  place  is  fingular  enough  to  deferve 
particular  notice,  if  we  had  any  room  to  fpare  ;  but  as  we  have  not,  it  fliall  fuflice  to  fay, 
that  they  have  no  great  quantities  of  fugar  upon  the  ifland,  but  addid  themfelves  rather 
to  farming,  in  which  they  have  had  very  good  fuccefs  ;  and  this  it  is  that  enables  them 
to  live  in  the  old  patriarchal  way,  every  man  being  a  kind  of  Ibvereign  in  his  own 
family,  and  no  other  government  there  is  in  Anguilla. 

We  have  now  gone  through  all  the  Leeward  Iflands,  Antigua,  or  Antego,  only 
excepted,  of  which  we  are  to  fpeak  in  the  next  feclion,  as  not  having  been  fettled  within 
the  period  to  which  we  have  confined  this.  As  to  the  general  produce  or  value  of  thefe 
iflands,  which  may  ferve  to  ihew  of  how  great  confequence  they  are  to  Great  Britain, 
the  beil  account  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  is  to  the  following  efleft  :  St.  Chriltopher's 
is  the  largell  of  all  the  iflands,  but  the  middle  part  of  it  being  extremely  mountainous, 
it  is  thought  that  there  are  not  above  twenty -four  thoufand  aares  of  land  fit  for  fugar  in 
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tlie  wliole  ifland,  which  produces  about  ten  thoufanJ  hogflieads  of  that  valuable  com- 
modity. Antego  contains  about  feventy  thoul'and  acres,  and  produces  fixteen  thoufand 
hogllieads  ot  fugar  yearly.  Nevis  is  laiil  to  be  about  twenty  miles  in  circunifLTence, 
and  produces  fix  thoufand  hogfheails.  Montferrat,  which  is  lefs  than  any  of  them, 
produces  two  thoufand  five  hundred,  and  A)mctimes  three  thoufand  hoglheads  of  fugar. 
In  Barbuda  they  breed  cattle,  and  in  Anguilla  they  raife  corn. 

19.  We  are  now,  according  to  the  metliod  that  we  have  hitherto  purfued  of  fpeakinir 
of  our  plantations,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were  fettled,  obliged  to  return 
to  the  continent  of  North  America,  in  order  to  give  an  account  of  the  noble  colony  of 
Maryland,  which  remained  a  part  of  Virginia  till  the  year  1632,  which  was  the  eighth 
of  King  Charles  I.  when  that  monarch  was  pleafed  to  grant  all  the  countiy  to  the  north 
of  Potowmack  river,  not  then  planted,  unto  Cecilius  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  his  heirs;  and  this  part  of  the  country  Avas  afterwards  called 
Maryland,  in  honour  of  the  then  queen  confort,  Henrietta  Maria,  youngefl  dau':(htcr  of 
the  French  king,  Henry  the  IVth.  The  Lord  Baltimore  having  obtained  his  grant, 
'fent  over  his  brother,  the  Honourable  Leonard  Calvert,  with  fome  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen  and  other  adventurers,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred,  to  take  polTefTion  of 
the  country;  who,  fetting  fail  from  England  on  the  22d  of  November  16^3,  arrived 
at  Point  Comfort  in  the  bay  of  Chefepeak,  on  the  24th  of  Februarv  following,  where 
being  kindly  received  and  fupplied  with  provifions  by  the  Englifh  of  Virginia,  they  con- 
tinued their  voyage  northward,  to  the  river  Potowmack,  appointed  to  be  the  boundary 
between  Virginia  and  Maryland,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  bay. 

The  adventurers  failed  up  this  river,  and  landing  on  feveral  places  of  the  northern 
fhore,  acquainted  the  natives  they  were  come  to  fettle  amongft  them  and  trade  with 
them  ;  but  the  natives  feemed  rather  to  defire  their  abfence  than  their  company  ;  how- 
ever, there  were  no  afts  of  hoftility  committed  on  either  fide,  and  the  Englifh  returning  - 
down  the  river  Potowmack  again,  made  choice  of  a  place  near  the  mouth  of  a  river 
(which  falls  into  it,  and  by  them  called  St  George's  river)  to  fettle  their  firft  colony. 
They  advanced  afterwards  to  an  Indian  town  called  Yoamaco,  then  the  capital  of  the 
country,  and  at  a  conference  with  the  weorance  or  fovereign  of  the  place,  to  whom 
they  made  confiderable  prefents,  the  weorance  confented  tliat  the  Englifli  fhould  dwell 
in  one  part  of  the  town,  referving  the  other  for  his  own  people  till  the  harvelt  was  over, 
and  then  agreed  to  quit  the  whole  entirely  to  the  Enghfh,  and  retire  farther  into  the 
country,  which  they  did  accordingly.  And  the  March  following  Mr.  Calvert  and  the 
planters  were  left  in  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  the  whole  town,  to  which  they  gavje  the  name 
of  St.  Mary's ;  and  it  was  agreed  on  both  fides,  that  if  any  wrong  was  done  by  either 
party,  the  nation  offending  fhould  make  full  fatisfaftion  for  the  injury.  The  reafons 
the  Yoamaco  Indians  were  fo  ready  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  Englifh,  and  yield 
them  part  of  their  country,  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  their  protection  and  alfiftance 
againfl  the  Safquahanah  Indians,  their  northern  neighbours,  with  whom  they  were  then 
at  war ;  and,  indeed,  the  Yoamaco  Indians  were  upon  the  point  of  abandoning  their 
country,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  Safquahanah  nadon,  before  the  Englifh  arrived.  From 
whence  it  appears  that  the  adventurers  fent  over  by  the  Lord  Baltimore  cannot  be 
charged  with  any  injuftice  in  fettling  themfelves  in  tlu3  part  of  America,  being  invited 
to  it  by  the  original  inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  who  were  thus  fettled  at  St.  Mary's  applied  themfelves  with  great 
diligence  to  cuUivadng  the  ground,  and  raifed  large  quandties  of  Indian  corn,  while  the 
natives  went  every  day  into  the  woods  to  hunt  for  game,  bringing  home  venifon  and 
turkies  to  the  Enghfh  colony  in  abundance,  for  which  they  received  knives,  tools,  and 
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toys  in  return.  And  thus  both  nations  lived  in  the  greatefl  frlendrtiip,  doing  good 
offices  to  each  other  ;  till  fome  of  the  Englifli  in  Virginia,  envious  of  the  happinefs  of 
this  thriving  colony,  fuggefted  to  the  Indians  that  thefe  Grangers  were  not  really  Enghfh 
as  they  pretended,  but  Spaniards,  and  would  enflave  them  as  they  had  done  many  of 
their  countrymen  ;  and  the  Indians  were  fo  credulous  as  to  believe  it,  and  appeared 
jealous  of  INIr.  Calvert,  maldng  preparations  as  if  they  intended  to  fall  upon  the  llran- 
gers,  which  the  Englilh  perceiving,  flood  upon  their  guard,  and  ereOied  a  fort  for  their 
fecurity,  on  which  they  planted  feveral  pieces  of  ordnance  ;  at  the  firing  whereof  the 
Yoamacos  were  fo  terrified,  that  they  abandoned  their  country  without  any  other  com- 
pulfion,  and  left  the  Englifli  in  full  poifeffion  of  it ;  who  receiving  fupplies  and  rein- 
forcements continually  from  England,  and  having  no  other  enemy  to  contend  with  than 
agues  and  fevers  (which  fwept  off  fome  of  them  before  they  found  out  a  proper  regi- 
men  for  the  climate)  they  foon  became  a  flourifliing  people,  many  Roman  Catholic 
families  of  quality  and  fortune  tranfporting  themfelves  thither  to  avoid  the  penal  laws 
made  againll  them  in  England  ;  and  Maryland  has  been  a  place  of  refuge  for  thofe  of 
that  perfuafion  from  that  day  to  this. 

While  the  civil  wa'-  lafled  in  England  the  Lord  Baltimore's  family  were  deprived  of 
the  government  of  this  province,  but  were  reftored  to  their  right  by  King  Charles  II. 
foon  after  his  own  reftoration.  Whereupon  the  Lord  Baltimore  fent  over  his  fon, 
Charles  Calvert,  afterwards  Lord  Baltimore,  to  be  governor  of  Maryland,  who  con- 
tinued in  that  poll  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  long  after  his  father's  death.  By  whofe 
prudence  the  colony  became  almofl  as  confiderable  as  Virginia,  for  its  tobacco  and  other 
produds  ot  the  foil ;  and  all  the  Indian  nations  on  that  fide  put  themfelves  under  their 
proteftion.  The  Indian  chiefs  were  appointed,  or  at  leaft  approved  and  confirmed  in 
their  commands,  by  the  Lord  Baltimore  the  proprietor,  whofe  fuccefs  is  to  be  afcribed, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  endeavours  he  ufed  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  with 
the  Indian  nations,  and  to  give  them  as  little  ofl^ence  as  pofiible. 

In  the  reign  of  King  James  II.  we  are  told  that  Father  Peters,  a  Jefuit,  whom  that 
prince  admitted  into  his  councils,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  his  lofing  firft  the 
hearts  of  his  fubjects,  and  after  that  his  dominions,  took  fuch  a  prejudice  to  the  then 
Lord  Baltimore,  though  of  his  own  religion,  but  a  nobleman  of  great  wifdom,  jufl:fce, 
and  moderation,  that  he  refolved  to  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  a  gover- 
nor, by  extending  the  royal  prerogative  at  the  expence  of  the  grant  made  by  the  crown 
to  the  anceftors  of  his  lordfhip.  But  before  this  could  be  effeded,  the  revolution  inter- 
vened, but  the  change  of  government  did  not  prove  ferviceable  to  his  lordfliip  ;  for  the 
Crown  profecuting  the  former  projed,  deprived  him  of  his  power  of  nomination,  which 
was  fo  much  the  harder,  bccaufe  it  is  univerfally  allowed  that  no  people  were  ever  better 
governed  than  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  while  they  depended  folely  upon  this 
noble  family. 

The  prefent  Lord  Baltimore  is  a  Proteflant,  and  inherits  the  virtues  as  well  as  the  title 
of  his  anceftors,  being  in  all  rcfpeds  a  bleiling  to  that  country  as  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
it.  His  lordfliip  once  took  the  pains  to  vifit  his  colony,  was  received  with  all  due  marks 
of  rcfped  on  account  of  his  quality  and  interefl;  in  that  country  ;  but  when  he  left  it  the 
people  gave  him  much  llronger  tellimonies  of  their  affedion,  and  their  regret  at  parting 
with  him,  on  account  of  his  mildnefs,  public  fpirit,  and  fincere  good  will  towards 
them,  of  which  he  gave  them  fo  many  inftances,  and  tefl:ified,  upon  all  occafions,  fuch 
a  readinefs  not  only  to  comply  with  but  to  go  beyond  their  requells,  that  there  was  not 
a  planter  in  Maryland  who  did  not  confider  him  rather  as  a  father  and  a  friend  than  as 
their  lord  proprietor ;  and  to  fay  the  truth,  they  had  fo  much  experience  of  him  in  the 
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former  charaiflers,  and  felt  fo  little  of  Iiim  in  the  latter,  that  it  was  extremely  natural 
lor  them  to  behave  as  they  did. 

Whatever  the  great  defign  niight  be  when  this  fettlement  was  firfl  made,  moft  certain 
it  is  that  no  country  in  America  can  boafl;  of  having  had  fewer  difturbances  on  the  fcore 
of  religion.  There  arc,  indeed,  of  all  perfuafions  in  the  colony  ;  but  notwithftanding 
this,  they  hve  together  in  the  gxeateft  tranquillity,  as  if  they  made  it  their  bufincfs  to 
forget  the  points  about  which  they  differ,  and  to  remember  that  they  agree  in  thofe  of 
being  Englilhmen  and  Chriftians,  as  fufticiently  appears  by  their  kind  behaviour  towards 
the  Indians,  who  have  fcarce  ever  had  any  dilTerence  with  them,  and  of  whom  the 
colony  have  no  fort  of  apprehenfions,  though  they  are  much  more  numerous  in  that 
country  than  in  Virginia.  But  after  fhewing  how  this  country  was  firft  planted,  what 
remarkable  accidents  have  fmce  happened  therein,  and  in  what  flate  the  colony  now  is 
with  refped:  to  the  government ;  tlie  next  thing  is  to  give  a  fuccinft  view  of  the  place 
itfelf,  in  order  to  bring  it  the  better  to  the  acquaintance  of  every  Englifh  reader  who  is 
curious  on  this  fubjed. 

This  province  is  fituated  between  38  and  40  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  and  between 
44  and  48  degrees  of  weflern  longitude,  as  is  generally  computed  ;  but  it  muft  be 
confelTcd  the  weftein  boundaries  are  very  uncertain,  fon^e  extending  them  beyond  the 
Apalachean  mountains.  The  north  end  of  the  bay  of  Chefepeak  divides  Maryland  into 
two  parts,  called  the  caftern  and  weftern  fliores.  It  is  bounded,  at  prefent,  by  part  of 
Penfylvania  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  eafl,  by  Virginia  Proper  on  the  fouth,  and 
by  the  Apalachean  mountains  on  the  weft.  It  is  feparated  from  Virginia  on  the  fouth 
by  the  river  Fotowmack  on  the  weftern  fliore,  and  the  river  Pocomoac  on  the  eaftern 
fliore,  the  length  from  north  to  fouth  being  about  an  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  the 
breadth  from  ealt  to  weft,  if  we  extend  it  no  ferther  than  the  country  already  planted, 
will  not  be  fo  much,  though  its  future  limits  pofllbly  may  extend  much  farther.  As  to 
the  face  of  the  country,  this,  as  well  as  Virginia,  may  be  divided  into,  ift,  the  Low- 
lands next  the  fea  ;  zdly,  the  hilly  country  towards  the  heads  of  the  rivers  ;  and  3diy, 
the  Apalachean  mountains,  which  are  exceeding  high,  and  run  parallel  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  viz.  from  the  north-eaft  to  the  fouth-weft.  The  Lowlands  heretofore  confifted 
of  fwamps  or  woods,  being  one  continued  foreft  almoft,  till  the  Engliih  cleared  part 
of  it,  either  to  make  room  for  their  plantations,  or  for  building  of  fliips  and  houfes, 
and  the  making  tobacco  cafks  and  pipe-ftaves  for  exportation,  which  has  made  fuch 
havock  among  their  woods,  that  fome  of  them  liegin  to  apprehend  the  want  of  timber, 
efpecially  near  their  forts  and  rivers ;  for  as  to  that  which  lit.s  remote  from  the  water  it 
is  of  little  ufe  to  them,  the  price  of  the  carriage  exceeding  the  value  of  the  wood. 
Towards  the  heads  of  the  rivers  there  is  a  mixture  of  hills  and  valleys,  as  in  Virginia, 
well  planted  with  variety  of  timber  and  fruit  trees  ;  and  where  thefe  are  wanting  there 
are  large  meadows  or  favanahs,  where  the  grafs  grows  to  a  moft  furprizing  height. 

This  country,  like  Virginia,  is  watered  by  innumerable  fprings  and  a  great  many 
fine  rivers,  of  which  the  chief  are,  ift,  Potowmack,  which,  rifmg  in  the  mountains 
north-weft,  runs  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  feparates  Maryland  from  Virginia  on  the  fouth- 
wcft,  falling  into  the  middle  of  the  bay  of  Chefepeak,  sdly.  The  river  Pocomoac, 
which  rifmg  near  the  ocean,  runs  alfo  direftly  fouth,  and  then  turning  to  the  weft, 
falls  alfo  into  the  bay  of  Chelepeak,  near  Watkins's  Point.  A  line  drawn  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  direftly  eaft,  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  is  the  true  boundary  between 
Maryland  and  Virginia  on  the  eaftern  ftiore.  3dly,  The  river  Patuxent,  which  rifing 
in  Ajine  Arundel  county,  runs  to  the  fouth-eait,  and  foils  into  the  bay  of  Chefepeak, 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  mouth  of  Potowmack  river.     4thly,  Severn 
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viver,  which  rifes  on  the  north-weft  part  of  Maryland,  running  fouth-eaft,  falls  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  faid  bay.  5thly,  Cheptonk,  which  rifes  on  the  eaftern  fhore, 
runs  to  the  foutli-weft,  and  falls  into  the  fame  bay.  6thly,  Saifafras  river,  which  rifes 
in  the  north-eaft  of  Maryland,  and  running  almoft  due  weft,  falls  into  the  north  end 
of  the  faid  bay.  ythly,  Wicomo  river,  which  rifes  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  runs  to  the 
fouth-weft,  and  falls  into  the  bay  almoft  againft  the  mouth  of  Potowmack  river.  The 
8th  and  laft  river  I  ftiall  mention  is  St.  George,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay,  which, 
running  from  north  to  fouth,  falls  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  Potowmack.  Here  the 
Englifli  tirft  fettled,  and  built  the  town  of  St.  Mary's.  There  are  a  great  many  more 
rivers  capable  of  receiving  large  fliips,  which,  with  the  numerous  bays  and  creeks  that 
indent  the  land  on  every  fide,  give  the  feamen  an  opportunity'  of  bringmg  their  veflels 
up  to  the  very  planters'  doors,  to  receive  their  freight,  as  in  Virginia. 

The  air  of  this  country  is  exceftive  hot  fome  part  of  the  fummer,  and  very  cold  in 
winter  when  the  north-weft  wind  blows ;  but  the  natives  tell  us  that  they  are  happily 
fituated  ;  that  their  heats  are  very  feldom  troublefome,  and  then  only  by  accident,  in  a 
perfeft  calm ;  but  that  this  does  not  happen  above  two  or  three  days  in  a  year,  and 
then  lafts  but  a  few  hours  at  a  time ;  and  even  this  inconvenience  is  made  very  tolerable 
by  their  cool  ftiades,  their  open  and  airy  rooms,  arbours,  and  grottos ;  and  in  Spring 
and  Fall  the  weather  is  as  pleafant  as  can  be  wiflied  ;  that  their  winters  are  not  of  more 
than  three  or  four  months  duration,  and  in  thefe  they  feldom  have  one  month's  bad 
weather,  all  the  reft  they  are  happy  in  a  clear  air  and  a  bright  fun,  and  are  fcarce  ever 
troubled  with  fogs ;  it  is  acknowledged  they  have  hard  frofts  foraetimes,  but  they  laft 
no  longer  than  while  the  wind  blows  from  the  north  and  north-weft  points,  which  is 
feldom  more  than  three  or  four  days. 

At  other  times  they  have  no  froft  at  all ;  and  their  frofts  are  attended  with  bright  and 
ferene  weather ;  and  in  the  Spring,  Summer,  and  Winter,  their  winds  are  only  cool 
pleafant  breezes.  Their  rains,  except  in  the  depth  of  winter,  are  very  pleafant  and 
refreftiing  ;  in  Summer  they  laft  but  a  few  hours,  and  then  bright  weather  fucceeds : 
however,  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  fliowers  which  fall  in  Summer  are  very  heavy  for 
the  time  they  laft  ;  and  the  part  of  the  country  which  lies  on  the  bays  of  the  fea  and  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers,  which  is  much  the  belt  peopled,  is  certainly  hot  and  moift ; 
indeed,  higher  up  the  country,  whither  the  plantations  are  now  extended,  the  air  is 
much  more  healthful,  efpecially  fmce  their  lands  are  cleared  of  wood.  They  have  here, 
however,  dreadful  thunder  in  the  heat  of  Summer ;  but  as  it  cools  and  refreflies  the 
air  they  rather  wiih  for  if  than  fear  it,  though  it  fometimes  does  much  mifchief,  but  lefs 
than  formerly. 

Since  the  Indians  transferred,  or  yielded,  this  province  to  the  Englifli,  it  has  been 
divided  into  ten  counties,  fix  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay,  and  four  on  the  eaft  fide  oi  it ; 
thofe  on  the  welt  fide,  taking  them  from  fouth  to  north,  are,  1.  St.  Mary's  county  ; 
3.  Charles  county ;  3.  Prince  George  county  ;  4.  Calvert  county  ;  5.  Aime  Arundel 
county ;  and  6.  Baltimore  county.  The  counties  on  the  eaft  fide  of  this  bay,  lying 
alfo  from  the  fouth,  are,  i.  Somerfet  county,  2.  Biorchefter  county;  3.  Talbot 
county  ;  4.  Cecil  county.  As  for  the  county  of  Kent,  that  or  the  greatcft  part  of  it 
is  now  laid  to  be  in  Peiifylvania.  St.  Mary,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name, 
and,  for  fome  time,  of  the  whole  province,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river 
St.  George,  in  38  degrees  and  fome  minutes  north  latitude.  This,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated, was  the  firft  town  in  Maryland  built  by  the  Englilh,  who  raifed  a  fort  for  its 
defence ;  but  in  its  molt  flourifhing  ftate  never  had  more  than  thirty  or  forty  houfes  in 
if,  and  fincc  the  feat  of  the  government  has  been  removed  to  Annapolis,  feems  to  be 
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cnon  the  decline ;  for  the  fame  humour  prevails  here  as  in  Virginia,  of  gentlemens' 
living  on  their  refpe6tive  plantations,  and  not  in  towns. 

In  this  county  alfo  are  the  pariflies  of  llervington,  St.  Clement's,  and  St.  John's; 
and  here  is  a  noble  feat  of  the  Lord  Baltimore  the  proprietor,  called  Mettapany,  fituatc 
on  the  mouth  of  the  river  Patuxent.  In  Prince  Charles  county,  which  lies  north  of 
St.  Mary's,  are  the  parilhes  of  Briftol  and  Pifcataway  ;  and  in  that  of  Prince  George, 
the  parilh  of  Maflerkout.  In  Calvert  county,  which  is  divided  from  C'harles  comity 
by  the  river  Patuxent,  are  the  pariflies  of  Abington,  Warrington,  and  Calverton.  In 
the  county  of  Anne  Arundel,  which  lies  north  of  Charles  county,  the  chief  town  is 
Annapohs,  now  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  formerly  called  Severn,  being  fituate 
on  the  river  of  that  name,  in  39  degrees  and  fome  minutes  north  latitude.  Here  the 
courts  of  juftice  and  the  general  affemblics  were  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  year  1699  ; 
and  this  has  ever  fince  been  the  refidence  of  the  governor ;  notwithftanding  which, 
there  are  not  yet  an  hundred  houfes  built  in  the  town. 

In  Baltimore  county,  which  lies  between  Anne  Arundel  county  and  the  province  of 
Penfylvania,  is  the  parifli  of  Baltimore,  fituate  on  the  north-weil  part  of  the  bay  of 
Chefepeak.  In  Somerfet  county,  which  is  the  moft  foutherly  county  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  bay,  are  the  town  and  parifli  of  Somerfet.  In  Dorchefter  county,  which  lies 
north  of  Somerfet,  are  the  town  and  parifli  of  Dorchefter,  befides  a  great  many  Indian 
towns.  In  Talbot  county,  which  lies  north  of  Dorchefter,  are  the  pariflies  of  Oxford, 
St.  Michael's,  Bolingbrooke,  and  Cecil,  the  moft  northerly  county  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  bay,  is  bounded  both  on  the  north  and  eaft  by  the  province  of  Penfylvania. 

Throughout  the  whole  colony  of  Maryland,  as  in  that  of  Virginia,  the  Englifli  live 
at  large  at  their  feveral  plantations,  which  hinders  the  increafe  of  towns ;  indeed  every 
plantation  is  a  little  town  itfelf  and  can  very  well  fubfift  with  provifions  and  necelfaries ; 
every  confiderable  planter's  warehouie  being  like  a  fhop,  where  he  fupplies  not  only 
himfelf  with  what  he  wants,  but  the  inferior  planters,  fervants,  and  labourers  ;  and  has 
commodities  to  barter  for  tobacco  and  other  goods,  there  being  little  money  in  this 
province,  and  little  occafion  for  any,  as  long  as  tobacco  anfwers  all  the  ufes  of  filver 
and  gold  in  trade.  There  are  few  merchants  or  fliopkeepers,  who  may  be  properly  fo 
called,  and  live  wholly  by  their  trade  ;  the  tobacco  of  this  province,  called  Oronoko, 
is  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia  ;  and  no  Englifliman,  who  has  not  a  verj'  coarfe  relifh, 
will  bear  it ;  yet  it  is  as  profitable  to  the  planter,  and  to  the  trade  of  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral, being  in  demand  in  the  eaftern  and  northern  parts  of  Europe,  where  it  is  preferred 
before  the  fweet-fcented  tobacco  of  James  and  York  rivers,  in  Virginia.  The  planters 
in  Maryland  finding  fo  good  vent  for  their  commodity  in  foreign  markets,  have  culti- 
vated it  fo  much  that  the  province  is  thought  to  produce  as  much  tobacco  as  Virginia. 
The  foil  is  here  as  fruitful  as  in  any  country,  being  a  large  plain  ;  and  the  hills  in  it  fo 
eafy  of  afcent,  and  of  fuch  a  moderate  height,  that  they  Teem  rather  an  artificial  orna- 
ment to  it  than  one  of  the  accidents  of  nature. 

The  abundance  of  rivers  and  brooks  is  no  little  help  to  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and 
there  is  no  grain,  plant,  or  tree,  which  grows  in  Virginia,  but  thrives  as  well  here  ;  the 
produfl:,  the  animals,  and  every  thing,  are  the  fame  here  as  there,  only  the  black  and 
yellow  bird,  called  the  Baltimore  bird,  goes  by  another  name  in  Virginia  ;  it  had  that 
name  given  it  becaufe  the  colours  of  the  field  of  the  Lord  Baltimore's  coat  of  arms  are 
or  and  fable.  It  is  thought  that  the  number  of  fouls  in  Maryland  may  be  about  thirty 
thoufand,  or  rather  more.  There  are  feveral  hundred  fail  of  fliips  employed  yearly  in 
the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  this  country,  and  the  benefit  which  reliilts  to 
'  this  nation  from  thence  is  very  large,  as  may  be  eafily  computed  from  the  principles 
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laid  down  in  the  foregoing  account  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  ;  which  may  likewife  krvs 
with  refped  to  all  the  other  colonies  that  do  not  interfere  with  their  mother-country  in 
their  manufactures. 

20.  When  Oliver  Cromwell,  after  fubverting  entirely  the  conftitution  of  his  country, 
took  upon  him  the  title  of  ProteQor,  he  refolved  to  obliterate  the  memory  of  what  was 
paft,  by  undertaking  fomewhat  that  might  be  of  great  and  lading  advantage  to  his 
country.  It  was  with  this  view,  and  to  rid  himfelf  of  many  officers  whom  he  fufpefted, 
that  he  framed  a  projeft  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  of  taking 
from  them  the  noble  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  or  St.  Domingo ;  in  the  adjufting  of  which 
defign  he  depended  chiefly  on  the  information  he  received  from  one  Father  Gage  a  prieft, 
who  had  been  many  years  in  the  Spanifli  America,  and  who  died  in  this  voyage ;  fov 
which  though  great  preparations  were  made  yet  they  went  on  very  flowly,  and  it  was 
certainly  thought  the  beft  conceived,  yet  the  worft  executed  of  all  his  enterprizes. 

The  fquadron  commanded  by  General  Penn  being  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Portf- 
mouth,  where  the  land  forces  were  to  embark,  complaints  were  made  to  Venables  of 
diforders  and  difcontents  among  the  people,  and  more  particularly  about  the  badnefs  of 
the  provifions ;  which,  by  his  means,  being  made  known  to  General  Defborrow,  he, 
by  very  harfli  expreffions,  fignified  his  difcontent  thereat ;  and  particularly  charged 
Venables  with  a  defign  of  fruftrating  the  intended  expedition,  by  being  the  author  of 
reports  which  were  falfe  ;  while  he,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavoured  to  juftify  himfelf, 
and  to  fliew  that  he  intended  no  otherwife  than  for  the  public  good  ;  and  there  was  a 
Ihrewd  fufpicion  that  Defborrow's  diflatisfadion  herein  arofe  from  his  being  concerned 
with  thofe  who  had  the  management  of  victualling  the  navy.  After  Venables  had 
attended  near  four  months  without  any  pofitive  aflurance  whether  the  Government  was 
determined  to  go  on  with  the  defign  or  not,  although  it  was  publicly  difcourfed  of,  and 
the  Spaniards  had  thereby  not  only  the  knowledge  thereof,  but  opportunities  of  pro- 
viding for  their  defence  ;  he  was  fome  time  after  lent  to,  and  directed  to  hold  himfelf 
in  a  readinefs  to  proceed ;  and  though  he  then  requefted  that  the  draughts  which  were 
to  be  made  out  of  the  regiments  might  be  men  in  all  refpefts  fitting  for  the  intended 
fcrvice,  yet  the  colonels  were  permitted  to  pick  and  cull  them  as  they  pleafed,  infomuch 
that  moll  of  them  were  raw  and  altogether  undifciplined;  and  amongil  them  many 
Irilh  Papifts ;  nor  had  not  half  of  them  arms  in  any  degree  ferviceable ;  and  fo  far 
were  the  Council  from  permitting  him  to  ftay  till  better  could  be  furnilhed  in  their 
room,  that  they  fent  hiai  pofitive  orders  to  leave  the  town  next  day,  upon  pain  of 
imprifonment. 

Before  he  came  to  Portfmouth  many  of  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  ihe  reft 
fnipping  oft"  with  the  utmoft  haftc,  fo  that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  viewing,  much 
lefs  of  exercifmg,  them  on  fliore ;  and  thereby  informing  himfelf  of  their  condition, 
with  refpett  to  their  abilities  or  otherwife ;  and  although  he  was  promifed  that  the 
ftore-fliip,  with  arms  and  otlier  neceflaries,  fiiould  join  him  at  Spithead,  he  was  at  lait 
told  that  no  delay  muft  be  made  in  ftaying  for  her,  but  that  he  might  expc£t  her 
coming  to  him  at  Barbadoes.  He  was  likewife  ailured  that  he  fliould  carry  out  with 
him,  at  leaft,  ten  months  provifion  for  ten  thoufand  men,  but  the  moft  part  thereof 
was  fent  back  to  London,  to  be  ftiipped  oft'  there,  under  pretence  that  there  was  not 
fufficient  room  for  the  fame  in  the  iliips  at  Portfinouth,  although  the  oflicers  in  the 
fleet  found  paffage  in  them  for  no  inconfiderable  quantities  of  goods,  with  which  they 
defigned  to  traffic  when  they  arrived  at  the  aforeiaid  ifland. 

The  forces  being  embarked,  and  the  wind  prefenting  fair,  the  fquadron  failed,  and 
arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  ■29th  day  of  January  1654;  loon  after  which  General 
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Vcnables  wrote  to  the  Protestor,  the  Lord  Prefidcnt  of  the  Council  Laurence,  the  Lord 
Lambeth,  and  fevcral  others,  letting  them  know  in  what  a  miferable  condition  the 
army  was,  and  how  destitute  they  were,  not  only  of  provifions  but  arms  and  other 
necelfaries  proper  for  carrying  on  the  intended  defign ;  infomach  that  they  were  con- 
ftrained  to  make  the  hardeft  fliifts  to  fupply  them  witli  the  fmall  quantities  either  of  one 
or  the  other  that  could  be  had  in  thefe  parts.  The  firft  thing  that  was  done  after  the 
fleet's  arrival  at  Barbadoes  was  the  feizing  fuch  Dutch  fhips  and  veffch  as  were  found 
there,  and  General  Penn  appointed  a  nephew  of  his  to  take  an  account  of  their  cargoes 
and  all  things  belonging  to  them,  without  admitting  any  check  on  liini  as  General 
Venables  defired  and  infifled  on,  that  fo  no  embezzlements  miglit  be  made. 

The  1 8th  of  March  Venables  thought  it  neceffary  to  hold  a  council  of  war  of  the 
land  odicers,  to  confider  of  the  flate  of  the  army  ;  and  it  was  refolved  to  make  thcfe 
propofitions  to  Penn,  among  fcveral  others,  viz.  iff.  That  as  the  officers  of  the  army 
had  refolved  not  to  defert  the  fleet,  he  with  his  officers  would  reciprocally  refoive  not 
to  leave  the  army,  at  leaft  not  till  fuch  time  as  their  expetled  fupplies  arrived  from 
England.  2dly,  That  it  fhould  be  propofed  to  the  commillioners,  that  a  fit  quantity  of 
Ihipping  might  be  taken  up  for  tranfporting  the  forces,  3dly,  That  they  might  not 
proceed  on  fervice  with  lefs  than  twenty  tons  of  bail,  and  that  they  might  likewife  be 
furniflied  from  the  fleet  with  two  hundred  fire-arms,  fix  hundred  pikes,  befides  piilols, 
carbines,  and  two  hundred  half-pikes.  To  this  Venables  received  no  fatistaclory 
anfwer  from  Penn,  and  the  flores  not  arriving  from  England,  he  again  defired  to  know 
from  him  what  arms,  fhot,  match,  and  other  necefTarics  he  could  furnifli  from  the 
fleet ;  General  Delborrow  having  aflured  him,  when  in  England,  that  the  commiffioners 
had  power  to  difpofe  of  what  might  be  on  board  the  {hips  to  the  neceflary  ufe  of  the 
army ;  but  to  this  Penn  returned  him  an  anfwer,  that  fifteen  fliot  a  man,  and  a  few 
tons  of  match,  was  all  he  could  fpare  ;  befides  which,  he  at  length  prevailed  with  him 
to  add  thereunto  a  few  half  and  quarter  pikes,  which  gave  occafion  to  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners to  let  tall  fome  words,  as  if  he  doubted  they  were  betrayed. 

Befides  all  thefe  difappointments,  and  the  badnefs  of  the  provifions  fent  from  Eng- 
land, yet  even  of  them  the  foldiers  were  put  to  fliort  allowance,  while  the  feamen  were 
at  whole,  which  occafioned  no  little  difcontent,  and  rendered  them  very  fickly  and 
weak  ;  and  as  the  commiffioners  were  empowered  and  required  to  difpofe  of  all  prizes 
and  booty  taken  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  expedition,  and  only  a  fortnight's 
pay  was  offered  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  lieu  of  whatever  booty  ffiould  be  taken  at 
St.  Domingo  (whither  they  were  firfh  defigned  from  Barbadoes)  it  very  much  increafed 
the  difl'atisfadion  of  the  army  ;  for  moft  of  the  officers,  when  they  fet  forvvr."ds  on  the 
expedition,  were  in  hopes  of  bettering  themfelvcs  very  confidcrably.  At  length  Gene- 
ral Venables  prevailed  with  the  officers  and  men  to  accept  of  fix  weeks  pay  inftead  of 
their  plunder  ;  and  thereupon  himfelf  and  Penn  iffued  out  orders,  reflraining  all  perfons 
from  pillaging  without  orders,  or  from  concealing  the  fimie  on  pain  of  death  and  for- 
feiture of  their  pay.  But  although  the  officers  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  this,  yet  the 
commiffioners  refufed  to  fign  it,  infomuch  that  the  foldiers  publicly  declared  they  would 
return  to  England,  and  never  more  ftrike  a  ftroke  where  there  were  commiffioners  who 
fhould  have  power  to  controul  the  army. 

The  fleet  being  now  in  a  readinefs  to  fail,  General  Venables,  with  fome  of  the  com. 
miffioners  and  the  officers  of  the  army,  propofed  that  they  might  proceed  to  the  harbour 
of  St.  Domingo  (but  for  what  reafon  it  doth  not  appear,  unlefs  it  was  for  want  of  expe- 
rienced pilots).  That  was  refufed,  and  a  refolution  taken  to  land  the  troops  at  the  river 
Hind  ;  that  fo  they  might  endeavour  to  force  the  fort  and  trench.     It  was  alfo  refolved 

*i  .  amonsr 


3'*  DISCOVERIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

among  the  land  officers,  ift.  That  tlie  regiments  fhould  cafl  lots  which  of  them  fliould 
go  on  Ihore  firlt.  2dly,  That  two  or  three  regiments  (liould  be  landed  at  once.  3dly, 
That  the  feconds  to  each  regiment  fliould  be  appointed.  4thly,  That  the  fliips  wherein 
the  regiments  were,  fhould  keep  near  each  other,  for  their  more  regular  landing.  And 
it  was  further  determined,  that  if  the  furges  of  the  fea  ran  high,  and  that  the  enemy- 
were  prepared  to  defend  the  fort  and  trench,  the  army  fliould  be  landed  behind  the 
fecond  point  to  leeward,  and  that  when  on  fliore,  one  regiment  fliould  be  ordered  to 
march  eafliward  oi  the  city,  provided  General  Penn  would  engage  to  furnifli  the  army 
with  all  neceflaries. 

Lots  having  been  call  as  aforefaid,  it  fell  to  Colonel  Buller's  regiment  to  land  firft, 
and  there  was  one  Cox  who  had  lived  in  thofe  parts  many  years,  who  was  to  have  been 
their  guide,  but  he  had  been  fent  of  fome  errand  by  Penn,  fo  that  he  was  at  this  time 
abfent  ;  and  Vice  Admiral  Goodfon  declaring  that  he  neither  had  orders  to  go  into 
Hind  River,  nor  pilots  to  conduft  the  fliip  there-into ;  the  army  were  conftrained  to 
land  at  the  wefl;  point  (which  Venables  protefl;ed  againfl;)  and  by  that  means  were 
expofed  to  a  tedious  march  of  forty  miles,  through  a  thick  woody  countiy,  without 
any  guide,  infomuch  that  both  horfe  and  men,  by  the  fatigue  and  extremity  of  heat 
fell  down  with  thirft,  and  were  miferably  afllifted  with  the  flux,  by  their  eating  oranges 
and  other  green  fruit,  having  no  water  to  moiften  their  mouths  mth.  After  four 
days  march  the  army  came  to  the  place  where  they  might  firfl:  have  been  put  on 
fhore  ;  but  by  that  time  the  enemy  had  fummoned  in  the  whole  coimtry  to  their 
afliflance  ;  and  even  now  many  of  the  foldiers  had  no  more  than  one  day's  provifions 
of  the  three  that  had  been  promifed  them  from  the  fliips. 

Colonel  Buller  being  fent  with  his  regiment  to  a  particular  fl;ation  near  Hind  River, 
and  ordered  not  to  flir  from  thence  until  the  refl:  of  the  army  joined  him,  he  was  fo  far 
from  complying  with  thofe  commands  from  the  general,  that  he  marched  away  under 
the  guidance  of  Cox,  who  was  now  arrived  from  the  fleet ;  infomuch  that  for  want  of 
the  faid  guide,  the  general,  mifl:aking  the  way,  marched  ten  cr  twelve  miles  about ; 
and  Buller  having  fuftered  his  men  to  ftraggle,  they  fell  into,  and  fullered  much  by, 
the  ambufcades  laid  by  the  enemy.  The  hardfliips  the  forces  had  undergone  for  want 
of  provifions,  and  their  being  denied  what  plunder  they  might  happen  to  take  at  St. 
Domingo,  fo  exafperated  them,  that  the  feamen  who  had  been  firfl  fent  afliore,  and 
foon  after  thofe  on  the  land,  were  in  a  general  mutiny :  however,  in  this  condition 
they  forded  the  river  Hind,  with  a  refolution  to  march  to  the  harbour,  that  fo  they 
might  be  furniiTied  with  provifions  and  ammunition  from  the  fliips,  but  they  were 
ftrangers  to  the  way,  neither  had  they  any  water  to  drink.  At  length  Colonel  Buller, 
and  Cox  the  guide,  joined  them,  promifed  to  conduft  them  to  a  place  where  they  might 
be  fupplied  with  water.  But  fome  of  the  faid  colonel's  men  having  rambled  about  for 
pillage,  encouraged  the  enemy  to  lay  ambufcades  for  them  in  their  march,  who,  falling 
upon  the  forlorn,  routed  them,  and  killed  feveral  officers  ;  but  they  were  foon  after 
beaten  back  with  lofs,  and  purfued  within  cannon-fliot  of  the  town ;  yet  when  the  action 
was  over,  many  men,  as  well  as  horfes,  perifhed  with  thirfl:. 

A  council  of  war  being  called  to  confider  of  the  condition  of  the  army,  it  was  found 
that  many  of  the  men  had  eat  nothing  for  four  days  together,  unlefs  it  were  fome  fruits 
they  gathered  in  the  woods;  and  that  they  were  without  water,  the  Spaniards  having 
flopped  up  all  their  wells  within  feveral  miles  of  the  town.  Neither  knew  they  the 
country,  or  how  to  get  to  their  fhips,  for  Cox  the  guide  was  flain  in  the  lalt  Ikirmifli ; 
however,  after  mature  confideration,  it  was  refolved  to  march  to  the  harbour  in  the  heft 
manner  they  could,  and  at  length  arriving    there,  they  ftaid  three  or  four  days  to 
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furnifh  themfelves  with  provifions  and  other  ncceffaries,  and  then  advanced  with  a 
mortar  piece,  in  order  to  reduce  the  fort  ;  but  the  enemy  havinjr  lajd  an  ambufcade, 
ihey  charged  the  van,  which  was  to  have  been  led  by  Adjutant  General  Jackfon,  very 
vigoroufly,  and  were  anfwered  in  like  manner  ;  whereas  Jackfon's  party  running  awav, 
and  the  paffage  through  th<?  woods  being  very  narrow,  they  fell  upon  the  general's  own 
regiment,  who,  to  no  purpofe,  endeavoured  to  Itop  them  with  their  pikes  ;  for  they  lir.l 
difordered  that  regiment,  and  foon  after  Major  General  Haynes's  :  mean  while  the 
enemy  followed  very  eagerly,  and  giving  no  quarter,  the  faid  major  general,  and  the 
bell  of  his  ofTicers,  who  preferred  death  before  flight,  fell  in  the  adion. 

At  length  the  general's  own  regiment  making  head  againft  them,  as  alfo  that  of  the 
feamen  commanded  by  Vice  Admiral  Goodfon,  they,  with  their  fwords,  forced  the 
runaways  into  the  woods,  rather  chufmg  to  kill  them  than  they  fliould  diforder  the 
reft ;  w  hich  the  enemy  perceiving,  they  retreated,  and  our  men  kept  their  ground, 
though  the  fhot  from  the  fort  lulled  many  of  them.  The  troops,  neverthelefs,  were  ft> 
very  weak  and  diiheartened,  that  not  many  of  them  could  be  brought  to  play  the  mortar 
againfl  the  fort ;  and  though  the  general  was  reduced  to  a  very  low  condition  by  the 
flux,  hecaufed  himfelf  to  be  led  from  place  to  place  to  encourage  them  ;  but  fainting 
at  laft,  was  forced  to  leave  the  care  to  Major  General  Fortefcue,  who  foon  found  that 
he  could  prevail  no  more  than  the  general  himfelf.  It  was  refolved  foon  after,  at  a 
council  of  war,  that  fmce  the  enemy  had  guarded  every  pais,  and  that  the  army  were 
under  very  great  neceffities  for  water,  they  fliould  march  to  a  place  where  they  had 
been  informed  a  fupply  thereof,  and  of  other  neceifaries,  had  been  put  on  fliore  for 
them  from  the  fhips.  But  in  that  march  the  foldiers  accompanied  their  officers  no 
farther  tlian  till  they  found  them  in  danger,  and  then  left  them,  infomuch  that  the 
commiihoners  ovmed,  in  a  letter  they  wrote  to  the  governor  at  I3arbadoes,  that  had 
not  the  enemy  been  as  fearful  as  our  own  men,  they  might,  in  a  few  days,  have 
deftroyed  the  whole  army;  and  withal  they  let  him  know,  that  thofe  who  had  occafioned 
•the  greatefl:  diforder,  were  thofe  ofBarbadoes  and  St.  Chriftophers,  infomuch  that  they, 
the  faid  commiilioners,  who  were  Pemi,  Winflow,  and  Buller,  had  refolved  to  leave  the 
place,  and  try  what  could  be  done  againft  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

21.  The  army  was  accordingly  in  little  time  embarked,  but  the  fick  and  wounded 
were  kept  on  the  bare  decks  for  forty-eight  hours,  without  meat,  drink,  or  dreffing,  in- 
fomuch that  worms  bred  in  their  fores ;  and  even  while  they  were  on  Ihore  the  pro- 
vifions fent  to  them  were  not  watered,  but  candied  with  fait,  notwithftanding  they  had 
not  water  fufficient  to  quench  their  third.  Nay,  after  this  misfortune  on  ihore,  Venables 
averred  that  Penn  gave  Rear  Admiral  Blagge  orders  not  to  furnilh  them  with  any  more 
provifions  of  what  kind  foever,  fo  that  they  eat  up  all  the  horfes,  dogs,  and  affes,  in  the 
canvp,  and  fomc  of  them  fuch  things  as  were  in  themfelves  poifonous,  of  which  about 
forty  died  ;  and  before  the  forces  were  embarked,  Adjutant  General  Jackfon  was  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  and  not  only  fentenced  to  be  cafliiered,  and  his  fword  broken  over 
his  head,  but  to  do  the  dutv  of  a  fwabber,  in  keeping  clean  the  hofpital  fliips  ;  a  punifli- 
ment  fuitable  to  his  notorious  covi'ardice.  The  fleet  and  troops  arriving  at  Jamaica, 
ord(  rs  were  ilfued  by  General  Venables,  that  where  it  fliould  be  found  any  man  at- 
tempted to  run  away,  the  next  man  to  him  Ihould  put  him  to  death,  or  that  if  he  failed  fo 
to  do,  he  ihould  be  liable  to  be  tried  for  his  life ;  and  now  all  the  troops  being  ready 
for  fervice  they  advanced  towards  the  fort,  which  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
with  little  lofs  •  and  next  morninp-  w  hen  the  fun  rofe,  thty  be^^an  to  march  towards 
the  Savannah,  which  was  near  the  town,  when  fonie  Spaniards  came  towards  them, 
and  defired  to  treat ;  but  the  general  refufed  fo  to  do,  unlefs  they  would  fend  them 
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a  conftant  fupply  of  provifions,  then  much  wanted ;  which  they  punftually  did,  ac- 
cording to  the  promife  they  had  made.  The  articles  agreed  on  at  lafl  were  thefe,  viz, 
I  ft.  That  all  forts,  arms,  ammunitions,  and  neceflaries  for  war,  and  all  kinds  of  fliip- 
ping  in  any  harbour  in  the  ifland,  with  their  furniture,  &c.  as  alfo  all  goods,  wares, 
merchandize,  &c.  fliould  be  delivered  up  to  general  Venables,  or  whom  he  fliould 
appoint  for  the  ufe  of  the  proteftor,  and  the  commonwealth  of  England,  adly.  That  all 
and  every  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  (except  fome  that  were  particularly  named) 
Ihould  have  their  lives  granted,  and  as  thofe  who  inclined  to  ftay  had  leave  fo  to  do, 
fo  was  it  agreed  to  tranfport  the  others  to  New  Spain,  or  fome  other  of  the  dominions 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain  in  America,  together  with  their  apparel,  books,  and 
papers,  they  providing  themfelves  with  victuals  and  neceflaries.  3dly.  That  all  com- 
miflion  officers,  and  none  others,  fliould  be  permitted  to  wear  their  rapiers  and  poniards. 
4thly.  All  artificers,  and  meaner  fort  of  people,  fliould  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the 
ifland,  and  to  enjoy  their  goods,  provided  they  conformed  themfelves  to  the  laws  which 
fliould  be  eftabliflied. 

By  thefe  means  the  noble  ifland  of  Jamaica  was  fubdued,  and  though  the  Spaniards 
continued  to  lurk  in  fome  parts  of  the  ifland  for  feveral  years  afterwards,  and  once 
made  a  bold  attempt  to  recover  the  place ;  yet  Colonel  Doyly  forced  them  to  with- 
draw, and  reduced  the  whole  ifland  fo  effeftually,  that  at  the  Reftoration  the  Spaniards 
yielded  it  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  which  it  has  belonged  ever  fmce ;  and  is, 
beyond  queftion,  the  nobleft  pofleflion  we  have  in  thefe  parts.  The  hiltory  of  this 
country,  fmce  it  came  into  our  poffelfion,  is  fo  well  known,  and  would  alfo  take  up 
fo  much  room,  that  we  cannot  enter  into  it  here,  nor  indeed  is  it  neceflary,  becaufe 
our  chief  bufinefs  is  to  fhew  the  value  and  importance  of  our  colonies,  with  refpeft  to 
their  mother  country,  which  is  always  beft  done  by  defcribing  the  plantation,  explain- 
ing the  nature  of  its  produft,  and  giving  as  good  an  account  as  may  be  of  the  nature 
of  its  trade  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  ;  and  as  this  appears  to  be  the  moft 
material  part,  to  an  Englifli  reader,  where  we  cannot  infert  all  that  relates  to  a  colony, 
we  prefer  this  part  to  any  other. 

22.  We  have  a  very  large  and  accurate  account  of  this  noble  country,  written  by  a 
learned,  candid,  and  indefatigable  perfon,  who  refided  long  there,  I  mean  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  from  whom  others  have  taken  their  materials,  and  fo  muft  I ;  as  not  knowing 
where  to  find  any  fo  good,  or  that  may  be  fo  well  depended  upon  ;  which  acknow- 
ledgment, as  it  is  due  to  his  merit,  I  think  it  but  juftice  to  make,  as  I  hope  it  will  add 
fome  degree  of  credit  both  to  his  work  and  mine. 

It  is  from  him,  therefore,  that  we  learn  moft  of  the  particulars,  which  follow,  and 
are  every  way  fufficient  for  our  puipofe.  Jamaica  is  fituated  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
between  17  and  18  degrees  north  latitude,  and  between  ']6  and  79  degrees  weftern 
longitude,  about  twenty  leagues  eaft  of  Hifpaniola  and  as  many  fouth  of  Cuba,  and 
upwards  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Porto  Bello  and  Cartha- 
gena,  on  the  coaft  of  Terra  Firma.  This  ifland  ftretches  from  eaft  to  weft  one  hundred 
and  forty  miles  in  length  and  about  fixty  in  breadth  in  the  middle ;  growing  lefs  towards 
each  end  ;  the  form  is  pretty  near  oval. 

The  whole  ifland  has  one  continued  ridge  of  hills  running  from  eaft  to  weft  through 
the  middle  of  it,  which  are  generally  called  the  Blue  Mountains  ;  the  tops  of  fome  are 
higher  than  others  ;  one  of  the  higheft  is  called  Mont  Diabolo  :  other  hills  there  are 
on  each  fide  of  this  ridge  of  mountains,  which,  however,  are  much  lower.  The  out- 
ward face  of  the  earth  feems  to  be  different  here  from  what  it  is  in  Europe,  the  valleys 
being  very  level,  with  little  or  no   rifing    ground  or  fmall  hills,  without  rocks  or 
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flones ;  the  mountainous  part  is  very  fleep,  and  furrowed  by  very  deep  channels  on 
the  north  and  fouth  Hdc  of"  the  highefl  hills  ;  thefe  channels  are  made  ht-reby  frequent 
and  very  violent  rains,  which  every  day  almofl  fall  on  the  mountains,  and  iirit  wearing 
a  ihiall  trough  or  courfe  for  their  paffage,  wafh  away  afterwards  whatever  comes  in 
the  way,  and  make  their  channels  extraordinary  fteep.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lijgh 
land  of  this  iiland  is  either  ftone  or  clay,  which  refills  the  rains,  and  fo  is  not  carried 
down  violently  with  them  into  the  plains,  as  the  mould  proper  for  tillage  and  friable 
earths  are :  hence  it  is,  that  in  thefe  mountainous  places  one  fhall  have  very  little  or 
none  of  fuch  earths,  but  either  a  very  llrong  tough  clay  or  a  honey-comb,  or  other  rock, 
upon  which  no  earth  appears.  All  the  high  land  is  covered  with  woods,  fome  of  the 
trees  very  good  timber,  tall  and  flraight ;  and  one  v/ould  wonder  how  fuch  trees 
Ihould  grow  in  fuch  a  barren  foil,  fo  thick  together  among  the  rocks ;  but  the  trees 
fend  down  their  fibrous  roots  into  the  crannies  of  the  rocks,  where  here  and  there  they 
meet  with  little  receptacles  of  rain  water,  \\  liich  nouridi  their  roots. 

It  is  a  very  ftrange  thing  to  fee  in  how  fhort  a  time  a  plantation  formerly  cleared  of 
trees  and  fhrubs  will  commonly  grow  foul,  which  arifes  from  two  caufes ;  one,  the 
not  flubbing  the  roots,  whence  arifes  young  fprouts,  and  the  other  the  fertility  of  the 
foil.  The  fettlements  and  plantations  not  only  of  the  Indians  but  the  Spaniards  being 
quite  overgrown  with  tall  trees,  fo  that  there  would  be  no  footflcps  left  were  it  not 
for  old  pallifadoes,  building,  orange  walks,  &c.  which  evidently  fliew  plantatioiis  have 
been  there.  There  are  the  fame  layers  of  earth,  one  over  another,  in  the  fruitful  part 
of  the  ifland,  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  Europe ;  and  the  fame  difference  of  foil  appears 
as  in  England,  in  digging  of 'wells,  and  other  occafions  of  opening  the  ground.  Mofl 
of  the  favanahs,  or  plains  fit  for  pafture  and  cleared  of  wood,  are  like  our  meadow 
land,  lie  near  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  where  one  may  ride  a  great  many  miles 
without  meeting  the  leafl  afcent ;  fome  of  thefe  plains  are  within  land,  incircled  with 
hills.  Thefe  favanahs  after  rain  are  very  green  and  pleafant,  but  after  long  droughts 
are  very  much  withered,  and  look  yellow  and  parched. 

The  chief  ports  in  the  ifland  are,  i.  Port  Royal,  a  fine  capacious  harbour.  2.  Old 
Harbour,  which  lies  feven  or  eight  miles  fouth-wefl  of  St.  Jago.  3.  Port  Morant,  at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland  ;  and,  4.  Point  Negril  at  the  weft  end  of  this  ifland  ;  befides 
which,  are  feveral  more  on  the  fouth  and  north  fides  of  the  ifland  ;  but  it  is  dangerous 
approaching  the  coaft  without  a  pilot,  on  account  of  the  coral  rocks,  which  almoft  fur- 
round  it.  There  are  near  an  hundred  rivers  in  Jamaica,  but  none  of  them  navigable ; 
for  rifing  in  the  mountains  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  they  precipitate  themfelves 
down  the  rocks  to  the  north  or  fouth,  fallmg  into  the  fea  before  they  have  run  many 
miles,  and  carrying  down  with  them  frequently  great  pieces  of  rock  and  timber.  Yet 
frefh  water  is  very  fcarce  in  dry  years  in  the  favanahs  diftant  from  rivers,  fo  that  many 
of  their  cattle  die  with  driving  to  water.  Near  the  fea  the  well-water,  as  at  Port  Roval 
is  brackifh ;  this  brackifh  water,  which  is  very  common  in  w^ells  on  fea  fhores,  is  not 
wholefome,  but  the  caufe  of  fluxes  and  other  difeafes  in  failors  by  their  drinking  it. 

Their  river  water  carries  with  it  much  clay  or  earth,  and  has  an  odd  tafte,  which  in 
St.  Jago  gives  occafion  to  the  Spaniards  to  call  it  Rio  Cobre,  and  the  Englifli  to  fay  it 
is  not  wholefome,  and  taftes  of  copper  ;  whereas,  on  the  trial  of  the  fand,  there  is  no 
metal  found  therem ;  this  river-water,  however,  iffuffered  to  fettle  fome  days  in  earthen 
jars  is  good  ;  fpring-water,  at  a  diflance  from  the  fea,  is  preferred  to  river  or  pond- 
water.  There  are  fome  fprings  as  well  as  rivers,  which  putrify  their  channels,  and  ftop 
their  courfe  by  a  cement,  uniting  the  gravel  and  fand  in  their  bottoms.  There  is  a  hot- 
bath  or  fpring  near  Port  Morant,  in  tlie  eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  fituate  in  a  wood,  which 
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hath  been  bathed  in,  and  drunk  of  late  years  for  the  belly-ach,  the  common  difeafe  of  the 
country,  with  great  fuccefs.  A  great  many  fait  fprings  ariie  in  a  level  ground  under' 
the  foils  in  Cabbage-tree  Bottom,  about  a  mile  or  two  diftant  from  the  fea,  which 
united,  make  what  is  called  the  Salt  River.  Salt  is  made  here  in  ponds,  into  which- 
the  fea  or  fait  water  come?,  and  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  the  moifture  being  exhaled, 
leaves  the  fait  which  is  in  great  plenty  ;  at  the  f\lt  ponds  about  Old  Harbour  the 
fait  is  not  perfedly  white,  or  in  fmall  grains,  but  in  large  lumps,  and  has  an  eye  of  red" 
in  it,  as  fome  Sal  Gemma;  from  Spain,  or  what  comes  from  the  ifland  of  Salt  Tortuga 
near  the  main  of  America,  which  is  here  reckoned  the  ftronger  and  better.  Salt 
Lagunas,  or  great  ponds,  there  are  many  here,  one  whereof,  Riottoa  Pond,  receives  a 
great  deal  of  water  by  a  river,  which  yet  has  no  vifible  rivulet  or  difcharge  runs  from 
it ;  fome  rivers  in  the  mountains  rile  above  and  go  under  ground  again  in  a  great 
many  places.  Rio  d'Oro  particularly  falls  and  rifes  two  or  three  times,  and  fo  it  is 
in  many  others.  At  Abraham's  plantation  on  the  north  fide  is  a  river,  which  has  (lopt^ 
its  own  courfe  by  letting  a  fcttlement  fall,  and  putrifying  its  own  bottom.  It  is  very 
common  to  have  cataracts  or  cafcades  in  rivers  among  the  mountains  fifty  or  fixty 
feet  high. 

This  ifland  bemg  feven  degrees  within  the  tropic,  has  the  trade  wind  continually 
there,  which  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  called  the  fea  breeze.  It  comes  about' 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  increafes  till  twelve  in  the  day  ;  and  then,  as  the 
fun  grows  lower,  it  decreales  till  there  is  none  at  four  in  the  evening.  About  eight  in 
the  evening  begins  the  land  breeze,  blowing  four  leagues  into  the  fea,  and  continues' 
increafing  till  twelve  at  night,  and  decreafes  again  till  four.  The  fea  breeze  is  now- 
and  then  more  violent  than  at  other  times,  as  at  new  or  full  moon,  and  encroaches 
very  much  on  the  land  winds  ;  and  the  Norths  when  they  reign,  viz.  in  the  months  of 
December,  January  and  February,  blow  over  the  ridge  of  mountains  with  violence, 
and  hinder  the  fea  breeze,  which  blows  ftronger  and  longer  near  the  fea,  as  at  Port 
Royal,  or  PaflageFort,  than  within  land  as  at  St.Jago  de  la  Vega,  or  SpanifliTown; 
as  on  the  contrary  the  land  wind  blows  harder  at  the  town  than  at  Paflage  Fort,  or 
Port  Royal.  The  land  wind  blowing  at  night,  and  the  fea  breeze  in  the  day-time,  no 
fliipping  can  come  into  the  port  except  in  the  day,  nor  go  out,  but  at  break  of  day, 
or  very  foon  after. 

I'he  Norths,  as  they  call  them,,  come  in  when  the  fun  is  near  the  tropic  of  Capri- 
corn, and  fo  fartheft  oft'  fouthtrly,  and.  are  very  cold  and  unhealthy  winds,  more 
violent  in  the  night  becaufe  it  is  then  they  have  the  additional  force  of  the  hmd  wind.' 
They  check  the  growth  of  canes,  and  all  vegetables  on  the  north-iide,  but  are  hindered 
by  the  ridge  of  mountains  from  fliewing  much  of  their  fury  on  the  fouth,  where  it 
feldom  rains  with  this  wind.  The  fouth  winds  bring  the  moit  lalting  rains.  The  rains 
from  the  fouth  are  lafting  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  ifland.  As  at  fea  with  the  trade 
winds  one  meets  with  tornadoes,  fo  at  land  here  foinetimes  will  be  a  violent  weft, 
direftly  contrary  to  the  trade  wind  ;  but  this  happens  ieldom,  and  is  foon  over.  The 
fea-breeze,  when  it  blows  hard,  is  thought  to  hinder  tlie  rain  from  coming  to  the  plains, 
it  for  the  molt  part  then  raining  on  the  hills.  On  this  account  it  is  that  there  are  in 
the  mountains  many  fprings  and  rivers,  and  few  or  none  in  the  plains.  And  this  is 
liktwife  the  cauie  why  there  is  never  any  want  of  water  in  the  rivers  coming  from  them 
through  the  plains,  and  like  wife  that,  iometimes  rivers  fuffer  very  great  increafe  and 
inundations  in  the  plains  when  no  rains  have  fallen  in  the  places  where  fuch  inun- 
dations appear. 

Earthquakes, 
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Earthquakes,  as  they  are  very  frequent  in  Hifpaniola,  where  they  have  formerly 
thrown  down  the  town  of  St.  Domingo  ;  fo  they  are  too  common  alfo  here  ;  the  inha- 
bitants expert  one  every  year,  and  fome  of  them  think  they  follow  their  great  rains  : 
one  happened  on  Sunday  the  19th  of  February  1688;  as  if  people  had  raifed  the 
foundation  of  the  houfes,  it  was  felt  all  over  the  ifland  about  the  fame  time,  fome 
houfes  being  wrecked,  :md  very  near  ruined,  and  very  few  efcaped  fome  injury  ;  the 
people  were  in  a  very  great  conftcrnation,  and  the  fhips  in  Port  Royal  harbour  felt  it : 
it  was  obfervcd,  that  the  ground  rofc  like  the  fea,  in  waves,  as  the  earthquake  pafled 
along.  But  this  was  nothing  to  the  earthquake  which  happened  at  Port  Royal  in  the 
year  1692,  by  which  that  town  was  almoft  fwallowed  up.  Thunder  is  heard  almofl 
every  day  in  the  mountains,  with  the  rains  there,  fo  that  any  perfon  in  the  plains  may 
hear  it,  as  well  as  fee  the  rain ;  it  does  not  fo  ordinarily  accompany  thofe  rains  that 
come  from  the  fea,  although  when  it  does  it  is  very  violent.  Lightning  for  the  moft 
part  precedes  thunder  in  this  iiland,  as  elfewhere  ;  and,  if  it  be  fair  weather,  efpecially 
in  the  hotteft  feafons,  it  lightens  almofl  all  the  night,  firft  in  one  part  of  the  fky  or 
horizon,  out  of  fome  clouds,  and  then  out  of  others  oppofite  to  them,  as  it  were 
anfwering  one  another.  Frofl  or  fnow  are  never  feen  in  this  hoc  climate  ;  but 
fometimes  hail,  and  that  very  large  ;  it  comes  with  very  great  norths,  which  reach 
with  great  violence  to  the  fouth  fide,  and  throw  do\vn  every  thing  before  them. 

The  dews  here  are  fo  great  within  land,  that  the  water  drops  from  the  leaves  of  the 
tl-ees  in  a  morning,  as  if  it  had  rained  ;  a  man  riding  in  the  m'ght,  will  find  his 
cioaths,  hair,  &c.  very  wet  in  a  fmali  time;  but  there  are  feldom  any  fogs  in  the  plains- 
or  fandy  places  near  the  fea.  The  rains  there  are  violent,  and  the  drops  very  large  ; 
according  to  the  different  pofitions  of  places,  fo  the  rains  are  more  or  lefs  violent,  and 
come  at  different  times,  but  generally  fpeaking  the  great  rainy  feafons  are  in  May  and 
Oftober ;  in  which  months,  at  new  or  full  moon  they  begin,  and  continue  day  and 
night  for  a  whole  fortnight,  fo  that  the  earth  in  all  level  places  is  laid  under  water  for 
fome  inches,  and  it  becomes  loofe  for  fome  inches  deep,  and  confequently  the  roads 
are  almoft  impaffable.  "  In  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  in  thofe  rainy  feafons,  I 
"  was  forced  to  ride  on  horfeback  (fays  Dr.  Sloane)  although  but  from  door  to  door, 
*'  to  vifit  the  fick."  And  thefe  feafons,  as  they  are  called,  from  being  fit  to  plant  in, 
are  generally  fo  over  the  whole  ifland,  though  they  are  much  altered  in  their  timeand 
violence  of  late  years,  which  arifes  from  the  clearing  much  of  the  country  of  v/ood. 
In  the  month  of  January  is  likewife  expefted  a  feafon,  or  rain  ;  but  this  is  not  fo 
conftant  and  violent  as  the  other  two,  and  probably  may  come  from  the  violent  norths, 
at  that  time  paffmg  over  the  mountains,  with  part  of  their  rains  with  them. 

As  to  the  produce  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  it  is  not  eafy  to  give  a  very  clear  account 
thereof  m  a  narrow  compafs  ;  however,  I  fhall  do  the  beft  I  can.  In  the  firft  place  I 
Ihall  mention  cocoa,  of  which  there  itill  comes  more  from  this  than  from  any  of  our 
plantations  ;  and  as  it  is  known  to  be  a  very  rich  and  valuable  commodity,  the  reader 
will  probably  be  pleafed  with  a  particular  account  of  it.  Cocoa  grows  on  a  tree  in 
cods,  green,  red,  and  yellow,  every  cod  having  in  it  three,  four,  or  five  kernels,  about 
the  bignefs  and  fhape  of  fmall  chefs-nuts,  which  are  feparate  from  each  other  by  a 
fubftance- like  the  pulp  of  a  roafted  apple,  moderately  fharp  and  fweet,  from  which  its 
nuts  are  taken  when  ripe»  and  by  drying  cured.  The  body  of  a  cocoa  tree  is  com- 
monly about  four  inches  diameter,  five  feet  in  height,  and  about  twelve  to  the  top  of 
the  tree.  Thefe  trees  are  very  different,  for  fome  fhoot  up  in  two  or  three  bodies ; 
others  in  one  ;  their  leaves  are,  many  of  them,  dead  and  moft  difcoloured,  unlefs  on 
very  young  trees  j  a  bearing  tree  generally  yields  from  two  to  eight  pounds  of  nuts  a 
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year,  and  each  cod  contains  from  twenty  to  thirty  nuts.  The  manner  of  curing  them 
is,  to  cut  them  down  when  ripe,  and  to  lay  them  to  fweat  three  or  four  days  in  the 
cods,  which  is  done  by  laying  them  in  heaps;  after  this  the  cods  are  cut,  the  nuts 
taken  out  and  put  into  a  trough  covered  with  plantain  leaves  where  they  fweat  again  about 
fixteen  or  twenty  days  ;  the  nuts  that  are  on  each  cod  are  knit  together  by  certain 
fibres,  and  have  a  white  kind  of  pulp  about  them,  very  agreeable  to  the  palate,  as  has 
been  hinted  before ;  by  their  turning  and  fweating,  their  little  firings  are  broken,  and 
their  pulp  is  imbibed  and  mingled  with  the  fubftance  of  the  nut ;  after  which  they 
are  put  to  dry  three  or  four  weeks  in  the  fun,  and  then  they  become  of  a 
reddifh-dark  colour.  The  cods  grow  out  of  the  body,  or  great  limbs  and  boughs ; 
at  the  fame  place  there  are  bloflbms,  and  young  and  ripe  fruit.  It  is  planted  firfl; 
in  the  night,  and  always  under  fhade ;  fome  fet  them  under  caflave,  others  under 
plantain  trees,  and  fome  in  the  woods.  The  Spaniards  ufed  a  certain  large  fhady 
plant,  called  by  them  Madre  di  Cocoa,  the  mother  of  cocoa ;  the  Englilli  ufe  the 
others  only. 

It  muft  always  be  fheltered  from  the  north-eafl  winds.  The  people  at  Jamaica 
feldom  tranfplant  it,  only  when  it  falls,  as  it  does  often,  in  open,  poor  and  dry  lands  ; 
for  this  tree  requires  to  have  a  flat,  moift,  low  foil,  which  makes  them  be  planted 
commonly  by  rivers,  and  between  mountains.  It  is  an  obfervation,  that  it  is  ill  living 
where  there  are  good  cocoa  walks.  In  a  year's  time  the  plant  becomes  four  feet  high, 
and  has  a  leaf  fix  times  as  big  as  an  old  tree,  which,  as  the  plant  grows  bigger,  falls 
oft",  and  a  lefler  comes  in  its  place.  The  trees  are  almoft  always  planted  at  two  feet 
dlllant ;  and  fometimes  at  three  years  old,  where  the  ground  is  good,  and  the  plant 
profperous,  it  begins  to  bear  a  little,  and  then  they  cut  down  all  or  fome  of  the 
fhade.  The  fruit  increafes  till  the  tenth  or  twelfth  year,  when  the  tree  is  fuppofed  to 
be  in  its  prime.  The  root  generally  Ihoots  out  fuckers,  they  fupply  the  place  of  the 
old  ftock  when  dead,  or  cut  down  ;  unlefs  any  ill  quality  of  the  ground,  or  air,  kill  both. 

The  manner  of  planting  them  is,  in  order,  like  our  cherry-gardens ;  they  place 
a  plantain  by  every  tree,  and  when  it  is  grown  up  it  refembles  a  cherry-tree  j 
it  delights  in  fhade,  and  for  that  reafon  has  the  plantain  fet  by  it.  The  cocoa- 
walks  are  kept  clear  from  grafs  by  hoeing  and  weeding.  The  trees  begin  to 
bear  at  three,  four,  or  five  years,  and,  did  they  not  almofl  always  die  before, 
would  come  to  perfeftion  at  fifteen  years  growth,  and  lall  till  thirty ;  which 
renders  them  the  mofl  profitable  tree  in  the  world,  one  acre  of  them  having  cleared 
above  two  hundred  pounds  in  a  year  ;  but  the  old  trees  planted  by  the  Spaniards 
being  gone  by  age,  and  few  now  thriving,  as  the  Spanifh  negroes  foretold,  little  or 
none  now  is  produced  worthy  the  care  and  pains  in  planting  and  expefting  it. 
Thofe  flaves  afcribe  its  not  coming  to  perfedion  to  a  fuperflitious  caufe,  many 
reUgious  rites  being  performed  at  its  planting  by  the  Spaniards,  which  their  flaves 
were  not  permitted  to  fee.  But  it  is  probable  that  wary  nation,  as  they  removed 
the  art  of  makmg  cochineal,  and  curing  venelloes,  into  their  inland  provinces,  which 
were  the  commodities  of  the  iflands  in  the  Indians  time,  and  forbade  the  opening 
any  mines  in  them,  for  fear  fome  maritime  nation  might  be  tempted  to  conquer 
them  ;  fo  in  tranfplanting  the  cocoa  from  the  Caraccas  and  Guatamala  on  the  continent, 
they  might  conceal,  wilfully,  fome  fecret  in  its  planting  from  their  flaves. 

There  is  alfo  more  indigo  produced  in  Jamaica,  than  in  any  other  colony,  by  reafon 
of  the  great  quantity  of  favanah  land,  for  it  thrives  beit  in  fandy  ground.  The  feed 
from  whence  it  is  railed  is  yellow  and  round,  fbmething  lefs  than  a  tare.  The  ground 
is  made  light  by  hoeing  j  then  trenches"  are  dug  like  thofe  our  gardeners  prepare  for 
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peafc,  In  which  the  feed  is  put  about  March  ;  it  grows  ripe  in  eight  weeks  time,  and  irt 
frefli  broken  ground  will  fpring  up  about  three  feet  high,  but  in  others  to  no  more 
than  eighteen  inches.  The  ftalk  is  full  of  leaves  of  a  deep  green  colour,  and  will,  from 
its  firft  fowing,  yield  many  crops  in  one  year.  •  When  it  is  ripe  it  is  cut  and  fteeped  in 
fats  twenty-four  hours,  then  it  mull  be  cleared  from  the  firft  water  and  put  into  proper 
cifterns,  where,  when  it  has  been  carefully  beaten,  it  fettles  about  eighteen  hours.  In 
thcfe  cifterns  are  feveral  taps,  which  let  the  clear  water  run  out,  and  the  thick  is  put  into 
bags  of  about  three  feet  long,  made  commonly  of  ozenbrigs,  which  being  hung  up,  all 
the  liquid  part  drops  away ;  when  it  will  drop  no  longer,  it  is  put  into  wooden  boxes, 
three  feet  long,  fourten  inches  wide,  and  one  and  a  half  deep ;  thefe  boxes  muft  be 
placed  in  the  fun  till  it  is  very  hot,  and  then  taken  in  till  the  extreme  heat  is  over  ;  this 
inuft  be  done  continually  till  it  is  fufficiently  dried.  In  land  that  proves  proper  for 
indigo,  the  labour  of  one  hand,  in  a  year's  time,  will  produce  between  eighty  and  one 
hundred  weight,  which  may  amount  from  twelve  to  fifteen  pounds  to  the  planter, 
if  no  accident  happen ;  for  indigo,  as  well  as  other  commodities  in  thofe  parts,  is  fub- 
jeft  to  many ;  the  mod  common  are  blading  and  worms,  by  which  it  is  frequently 
deilroyed. 

Pimento  is  another  natural  production  of  Jainaica,  from  whence  it  is  called  Jamaica 
pepper,  alluding  to  its  figure  and  the  chief  place  of  its  growth  ;  the  trees  that  bear  it 
are  generally  very  tall  and  fpreading,  having  a  trunk  as  thick  as  one's  thigh.  It  rifes 
ftrait,  about  thirty  feet  high,  is  covered  with  an  extraordinary  fmooth  fldn  of  a  grey 
colour ;  it  is  branched  out  on  every  hand,  having  the  end  of  its  twigs  fet  with  leaves 
of  feveral  fizes,  the  largeft  being  four  or  five  inches  long,  and  two  or  three  broad,  in 
the  middle,  where  it  is  broadeft,  and  whence  it  decreafes  to  both  extremes,  ending  in  a 
point  fmooth,  thin,  fliining,  without  any  incifuros  of  a  deep  green  colour,  and  ftanding 
on  foot-ftalks  an  inch  long ;  when  bruifed  very  odoriferous,  and  in  all  things  like  the 
leaves  of  a  bay  tree.  The  ends  of  the  twigs  are  branched  into  bunches  of  flowers, 
and  each  ftalk  fuftaining  a  flower  bending  back,  within  which  bend  are  many  ftaminaof 
a  pale  green  colour  ;  to  thefe  follows  a  bunch  of  crowned  berries,  the  crown  being 
made  up  of  four  fmall  leaves,  which  are  bigger,  when  ripe,  than  juniper  berries ;  at 
firft,  when  fmall,  greenlfh,  but  when  they  are  ripe,  black,  fmooth  and  Aiming  ;  con- 
taining in  them  a  moift,  green,  aromatic  pulp,  two  large  feeds  feparated  by  a  membrane, 
each  of  which  is  a  hemifphere,  and  both  joined  make  a  fpherical  feed. 

It  grows  on  all  the  hilly  part  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  but  chiefly  on  the  north  fide  j 
and  wherever  thefe  trees  grow,  they  are  generally  left  ftanding  when  other  trees  are 
felled  ;  and  they  are  fomedraes  planted  where  they  never  grew,  becaufe  of  the  great 
profit  from  the  cured  fruit  exported  yearly  in  great  quantities  Into  Europe.  The 
Jamaica  pepper  tree  flowers  In  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  but  iboner  or  later,  according 
to  their  fituation  and  dlflferent  feafon  for  rains ;  and  after  it  flowers  the  fruit  foon 
ripens  :  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  clear  open  grounds  it  is  fooner  ripe  than  in 
thick  woods.  There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  curing  or  preferving  this  fruit  for  ufe  j 
it  is  for  the  moft  part  done  by  the  negroes.  They  climb  the  trees  and  pull  off"  the 
twigs  with  the  unripe  green  fruit,  and  afterwards  carefully  feparate  the  fruit 
from  the  twigs  and  leaves,  which  done,  they  expofe  them  to  the  fun,  from  the 
rifing  to  the  fetting  for  many  days  ;  fpreading  them  thin  on  cloths,  turning  them  now 
and  then,  and  carefully  avoiding  the  dews  whicli  are  there  very  great.  By  this  means 
they  become  a  little  wrinkled,  and  from  a  green  change  to  a  brown  colour,  when 
they  are  fit  for  the  market ;  being  of  different  fizes,  but  commonly  of  the  bignefs  of 
black  pepper  j  fomcthing  like  in  fmell  and  talte  to  cloves,  juniper  berries,  cinnamon  and 
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■pepper,  or  rather  having  a  peculiar  mixt  fmell,  fomewhat  a-kin  to  all  of  them,  from 
whence  it  is  called  all-fpice.  The  more  fragrant  and  frnaller  they  are,  they  are 
^accounted  the  better. 

It  is  defervedly  reckoned  the  beft  and  moil  temperate,  mild  and  innocent,  of  all 
fpices,  and  fit  to  come  into  greater  ufe,  and  to  gain  more  ground  than  it  has  of  the 
'Eaft  India  commodities  of  this  kind,  almoft  all  of  which  it  far  furpaffes,  by  promoting 
•the  digeftion  of  meat,  attenuating  tough  humours,  moderately  heating  and  flrengthening 
■the  ftomach,  expelling  wind,  and  doing  thofe  friendly  offices  to  the  bowels,  which 
.we  exped:  from  fpices. 

The  wild  cinnamon  tree,  commonly  called,  though  falfly,  cortex  winteranus,  grows 
'in  this  ifland  ;  its  trunk  is  about  the  bignefs  of  the  piemento  tree,  and  rifes  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  high,  having  many  branches  and  twigs  hanging  downwards,  making  a  very 
•lovely  top  ;  the  bark  confifts  of  two  parts,  one  outward  and  another  inward ;  the 
outward  bark  is  as  thin  as  a  milled  fliilling,  of  whitifli  aflr  or  grey  colour  with  fome  white 
•fpots  here  and  there  upon  it,  and  feveral  fnallow  furrows  of  a  darker  colour  running 
varioufly  through  it,  of  an  aromatic  tafte  ;  the  inward  bark  is  much  thicker  than 
cinnamon,  being  as  thick  as  a  milled  crown  piece,  fmooth,  and  of  a  whiter  colour  than 
the  outward,  of  a  much  more  biting  and  aromatic  tafte,  fomething  like  that  of  cloves, 
and  not  glutinous  like  cinnamon,  but  dry  and  crumbling  between  the  teeth  ;  the 
^leaves  come  out  near  the  ends  of  the  twigs,  without  any  order,  ftanding  on  foot-ftalks, 
each  of  them  two  inches  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth  ;  near  the  end  where  broadeft 
:and  rougheft,  being  mrrow  at  the  beginning,  from  whence  it  augments  in  breadth  to 
aiear  its  end,  of  a  yellowifli  green  colour,  Ihining  and  fmooth,  without  any  incifures 
about  its  edges,  and  fomewhat  refembling  the  leaves  of  bay. 

The  ends  of  the  twigs  are  branched  into  bunches  of  flowers,  ftanding  fomewhat 
like  umbels,  each  of  which  has  a  foot-ftalk,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  calix  made  up 
of  fome  little  leaves,  in  which  ftand  five  fcai-let  or  purple  patala,  within  which  is  a  large 
ftylix  ;  to  thefe  follow  fo  many  calyculated  berries  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large  pea,  roughifti, 
green,  and  containing,  within  a  mucilaginous  pale  green  thin  pulp,  four  black  fhining 
feeds  of  an  irregular  figure ;  all  the  parts  of  this  tree,  when  frefli,  are  very  hot, 
aromatic,  and  biting  to  the  tafte,  fomething  like  cloves,  which  is  fo  troubleforae,  as 
fometlmes  to  need  the  remedy  ot  fair  water.  It  grows  in  the  favanah  woods,  very 
frequently  on  each  fide  the  road,  between  Paffage  Fort  and  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la 
Vega.  The  bark  of  the  tree  Is  what  is  chiefly  in  ufe,  both  in  the  Englilh  plantations, 
between  the  tropics  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Europe,  and  is  without  any  difficulty 
cured,  by  only  cutting  off  the  bark,  and  letting  It  dry  In  the  fliade.  The  ordinary 
fort  of  people  In  the  Weft  Indies  ufe  it  Lnftead  of  all  .-)lher  fpices,  being  thought  very 
gcKid  to  confume  the  immoderate  humidity  of  the  ftomach,  to  help  digeftion,  and  expel 
wind,  &c.    Rum  loofes  Its  difagreeable  fmell  If  mixed  with  this  bark. 

The  true  cortex  winteranus,  for  wliich  the  druggifts  fell  this  wild  cinnamon,  was 
brought  by  Captain  Winter,  wlio  accompanied  Sir  Francis  Drake  In  his  voyage  round 
the  world  from  the  Strelghts  of  Magellan. 

There  is  plenty  of  cotton  in  Jamaica,  and  it  Is  finer  than  that  in  the  Carribbee 
iflands.  The  tobacco  that  was  planted  there  was  better  than  at  Barbadocs  ;  but  there  Is 
fo  little,  it  deferves  not  the  name  of  a  commodity.  Very  good  tanned  leather  Is  made 
there;  the  tanners  hi>ve  three  barks  to  tan  with,  mangrove,  olive  barks,  and  another. 
They  tann  better  than  In  England  ;  and  In  iix  weeks  the  leather  is  ready  to  work  into 
flioes.  There  Is  abundance  of  dyers  woods,  as  fultick,  red- wood,  logwood,  and  others ; 
1^'ith  feveral  forts  of  fweetwuous.     The  iflanu  abounds  hi  drugs  and  medicinal  herbs,  as 
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guaiacum,  china,  f;irfaparilla,  caflla,  tamarinds,  vcnilloes,  many  forts  of  miiTelto  ;  as  alfo  in 
faliitary  gums  and  roots  ;  the  plant  of  which  cochineal  is  made,  grows  In  Jamaica ; 
and  yet  the  Inhabitants,  for  want  of  know  ledge  how  to  cure  it,  make  no  advantage  of 
it ;  befides  the  eafl;  wind  blafls  it  fo,  that  It  feldom  or  never  comes  to  maturity. 

It  Is  not  doubted  but  that  there  are  copper  mines  in  the  ifland  ;  and  the  Spaniards  fay 
the  bells  of  tlie  great  church  at  St.  Jago  were  made  of  Jamaica  metal  ;  It  Is  fuppofed 
there  are  filver  mines  in  it,  as  well  as  at  Cuba,  and  on  the  continent ;  and  there  is  a 
plate  in  the  mountains  of  Port  Royal,  or  Caguag,  where  it  is  reported  the  Spaniards 
dug  filver,  but  the  Engliili  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  find  it.  The  Spaniards  alfo 
found  ambergreaie  on  the  coaft,  but  the  Englifli  have  not  often  had  that  good  fortune  ; 
yet  fome  years  ago  an  Ignorant  fellow  found  180  pound  weight  of  ambergreafe  call 
upon  the  fliore,  at  a  place  called  Ambergreafe  Point,  where  the  Spaniards  came  ufually 
once  a  year  to  look  for  it.  This  vafl;  quantity  was  divided  into  two  parts,  fuppofed  by 
rolling  and  tumbling  in  the  fea ;  fome  fay  it  Is  produced  from  a  creature,  as  honey 
and  filk ;  and  Mr.  Tredway,  who  viewed  this  piece,  writes,  he  faw,  in  fundry  places 
In  this  body,  the  beak,  wings,  and  part  of  the  body  of  the  creature,  which  he  preierved 
for  fome  time ;  he  was  alfo  told  by  a  man,  that  he  had  feen  the  creature  alive,  and 
believed  they  fwarmed  as  bees  on  the  fea  fliore,  or  in  the  fea  ;  others  fay  It  Is  the  ex- 
crement of  the  whale,  and  others,  that  It  KTues  out  of  the  root  of  a  tree. 

But,  after  all,  it  is  the  fugar  cane  that  Is  the  glory  of  Jamaica,  by  which  the  inha- 
bitants have  acquired  fuch  Immenfe  riches.  It  is  generally  faid,  that  the  fugar  from 
St.  Chriftopher's  is  the  beft  in  the  Leeward  Ifiands  ;  but,  I  think,  it  Is  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  fugar  made  in  Jamaica  exceeds  that  of  all  our  plantations,  though  it  Is 
made  there  with  much  greater  eafe,  fince  it  cures  fader  in  ten  days  at  Jamaica  than  In. 
fix  months  at  Barbadoes.  There  were  In  the  year  1670  upwards  of  threefcore  mills 
In  Jamaica,  which  were  computed  to  make  about  two  millions  of  pound::  weight  of 
fugar ;  but  fome  writers  tell  us,  they ,  ijiake  ten  times  as  much  at  prefent ;  whether 
that  computation  be  right  or  not,  is  impoflible  for  me  to  decide  ;  but  this  is  certain, 
that  there  is  ground  enough  unoccupied  in  that  country  to  make  much  more,  fince 
it  is  an  hundred  and  forty  miles  long  and  fixty  broad  ;  ?Jid  it  contains,  according  to  a 
moderate  computation  four  millions  of  acres,  of  which,  though  there  may  be  about 
one-fourth  in  which  Englifli  fubjeds  have  property  ;  yet,  It  Is  certain,  that  not  above  a 
fourth  of  that  fourth  Is  aftually  planted,  and  a  great  deal  of  this  Is  employed  to  other 
purpofes,  than  that  of  r^ifing  fugar.  It  is  impoffible  to  fay  preclfely  what  quantity 
may  be  made  here,  becaufe  feafons  differ,  and  other  accidents  Intervene ;  fome  have 
thought  they  did  not  rife  beyond  the  truth,  in  affirming,  that  it  produces  one  hundred 
thoufand  hogflieads,  which,  though  it  appears  a  mod  -prodigious  quantity,  yet  there  are 
many  circumfl;ances  that  concur  to  render  it  credible.  As  for  the  number  of  people  In 
this  ifland  various  computations  have  been  made  ;  but  according  to  the  beft  accounts  I 
have  been  able  to  gain,  there  may  be  at  this  time,  feventy  thoufand  white  people 
therein,   and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  negroes. 

We  may  from  hence  judge  of  the  alnioft  InexprelTible  advantages  which  this  ifland 
affords  to  Great  Britain  ;  for,  as  all  our  hiftories  of  Jamaica,  and  almofl  every  voyage 
thither,  that  has  been  printed,  fpeak  largely  of  the  luxury  and  expence  of  all  degrees 
of  people  there,  which  is  a  plahi  proof  of  their  wealth  and  vaft  acquifitions ;  fo  we  may 
refi  fatisfied,  that  whatever  fliew  they  may  make,  whatever  appearance  there  may  be  of 
magnificence  there  ;  yet  the  real  produce  of  all  their  labour,  and  of  all  their  commerce, 
comes  over  here  to  Britain,  and  maintains  and  enriches  the  hiduilrious  part  of  our 
people  ;  fo  that  there  can  be  nothing  more  abfurd  or  unreafonable,  than  to  grudge  or 
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envy  the  people  fettled  there,  the  great  fortunes  they  acquire  and  poflefs,  or  to  repine 
at  the  pomp  and  fplendor  in  which  they  live ;  becaufe,  whatever  it  may  be  in 
appearance,  it  is  perhaps  an  indifferent  reward  for  their  dwelling  at  fuch  a  diilance  from 
home,  and  for  the  hazards  and  labours  they  run  through  to  acquire  fuch  fortunes,  but 
this  will  appear  much  more  clearly  if  we  advert  a  little  to  the  fituation  of  Jamaica,  and 
confider  the  vaft  benefits  that  accrue  from  thence,  in  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
flances,  of  war  as  well  as  peace. 

As  we  are  at  prefent  in  the  former  fituation,  we  will  treat  firft  of  that.  There  is 
conftantly  in  time  of  war  a  confiderable  naval  force  kept  here,  and  though  this  be 
attended  with  a  great  expence  to  the  Britifli  nation,  yet  it  certainly  is,  or  at  leafl:  ought 
to  be,  a  great  comfort  to  us,  that  our  money  is  fpent  with  our  countrymen,  that  it  in- 
creafes  the  value  of  their  plantations,  and  which  is  ftill  more  to  our  purpofe,  that, 
fooner  or  later,  all  that  is  fpent  and  circulated  there,  by  fome  channel  or  other  returns 
hither,  fo  that  at  the  long  run  the  nation  lofes  nothing  by  the  vaft  charge  flie  is  at  in 
maintaining  fleets  upon  this  coafl.  We  ought  likewife  to  refleft,  that  in  a  time  of  war 
there  are  many  prizes  taken  and  carried  into  Jamaica,  which  makes  an  unufual  and  almoft 
incredible  plenty  of  filver,  and  is  the  true  caufe  of  the  dearnefs  and  high  price  of 
neceffaries  in  that  country,  all  which  alfo  in  time  comes  over  hither  ;  fo  that  when 
we  hear  of  vaft  eftates  raifed  there  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  it  ought  to  afford  us  the 
higheft  fatisfaclion  ;  becaufe,  thofe  who  make  thofe  large  fortunes,  or  their  immediate 
defcendants,  come  over  hither,  and  either  veft  their  money  in  our  funds  or  purchafe 
lands  here.  Thus,  a  ftate  of  war,  which  implies  a  fufpenfion  of  trade,  produces  few  of 
the  inconveniences  that  ufually  attend  fuch  a  fufpenfion  ;  becaufe  in  Jamaica,  the  very 
confequences  of  war  become  a  kind  of  trade,  and  the  wealth  arifing  from  them  takes 
the  fame  courfe,  and  runs  in  the  very  individual  channels  that  any  other  trade  would 
do,  that  is,  they  finally  enrich  and  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country. 

But,  In  time  of  peace,  befides  what  we  draw  from  Jamaica,  confidered  barely  in  the 
light  of  a  fugar  plantation,  we  are  to  confider  likewife  whatever  accrues  to  the  inha- 
bitants from  their  intercourfe  and  dealings  with  other  people,  fince  whatever  they  gain 
is  for  us  ;  and  therefore,  it  may  not  in  this  place,  be  improper  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  Englifti  at  Jamaica  with  the  Spaniards  on  the  continent,  which  is 
thus  managed  :  the  merchant  or  mafter  of  the  Englifti  ftiip  bound  for  this  voyage 
being  furnhhed  with  a  proper  cargo  of  dry  goods  and  negroes,  commonly  makes  firft 
lor  the  coaft  near  the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello  ;  and  in  war  at  the  Grout,  within 
Monkey  Key,  a  very  good  harbour,  within  four  miles  of  the  town ;  from  thence  it  is 
ufual  for  the  merchant  or  mafter  of  the  ihip  to  fend  one  who  can  fpeak  Spanifti,  as 
many  of  thefe  traders  do  to  the  town,  to  give  notice  of  her  arrival  to  the  dealers,  who 
appoint  the  time  and  place  for  the  Spaniards  canoe  to  attend  them ;  they  come  accord- 
ingly, and  having  purchafed  as  many  negroes  and  as  much  dry  goods  as  they  think  fit, 
they  return  to  the  town,  fetch  the  money,  bring  it  aboard,  and  take  the  goods.  Here 
fuch  a  ftiip  lies  fometimes  five  or  fix  weeks  trading  with  the  Spaniards ;  for  after  the 
firft  market  is  pretty  well  over,  the  dealers,  who  have  foon  information  of  her  being  on 
the  coaft,  come  from  Panama  over  the  ifthmus  to  trade,  travelling  like  pcafants,  witli 
mules  bearing  their  filver  in  jars  ;  and  if  any  of  the  king's  officers  meet  them  nothing 
appears  but  meal,  which  they  pretend  to  be  carrying  to  Porto  Bello  ;  but  for  the  moft 
part  they  travel  through  woods  and  bye-ways  for  fear  of  being  difcovered  by  thofe 
officers.  When  they  have  bought  what  negroes  and  goods  their  money  will  purchafe, 
which  they  fell  again  up  in  the  country,  and  get  very  well  by  it;  the  goods  are  made 
up  in  little  packs  fit  for  one  man  to  carry,  and  the  Englifti  fupply  them  with  as  much 

provifious 
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provlfions  as  will  ferve  them  home,  crofs  the  ifthmus  to  the  South  Sea,  for  they  come 

very  far  ofF. 

A  finglc  familiar  inflance  will  make  all  this  very  plain.  An  Englifli  fliip  lying 
between  Chagre  and  Porto  Novo,  a  fignal  was  given  from  the  caftle  ot  Chagrc,  antl  fhe 
anchored  two  miles  from  it.  The  Spaniards  came  to  hei',  and  one  merchant  bought 
feventy  negroes  and  a  good  quantity  of  dry  goods,  amounting  to  three  or  four  thoufand 
pounds,  which  was  brought  on  mules  to  the  water  fide,  part  gold  and  part  filver. 
From  the  Grout  the  Englilh  fliip  failed  to  the  Brew  near  Carthagena,  where  flie  lay  to 
trade  with  the  merchants  of  that  city,  from  which  it  is  about  eight  miles  diftant.  'J"he 
people  of  the  iiland  Brew  gave  their  merchants  notice  of  her  arrival,  and  they  came  and 
traded  as  the  others  did  at  the  Grout ;  this  trading  fliip  in  about  two  months  difpofed  cf 
one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  and  a  good  cargo  of  dry  goods,  by  which,  probably,  the 
proprietors  cleared  two  thoufand  pounds  more  than  would  have  been  got  in  any  other 
market ;  a  plain  proof  of  the  very  great  advantage  of  this  trade  between  Jamaica  and 
New  Spain,  of  which  we  fee  the  Spaniards  are  fo  fond,  that  they  run  as  great  hazards 
in  buying  the  merchandizes  as  the  Englifh  do  in  felling  it  to  them. 

There  is  likewife  in  time  of  peace  a  great  deal  of  money  brought  into  Jamaica  by  the 
Afficnto  trade,  or  fale  of  negroes,  granted  to  us  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  which,  whatever  it  may  be  in  other  refpefl:s,  has  certainly  proved  a  very 
beneficial  trade  to  that  iiland.  I  have  indeeJ  heard  fome  very  able  and  intelligent 
perfons  intimate,  that  if  inftead  of  creeling  a  new  company  for  the  management  of  this 
trade,  it  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  one  already  erefted,  I  mean  the  Royal  African 
Company,  it  had  preferved  that  once  famous  corporation  from  falling  into  its  preilnt 
melancholy  condition,  as  well  as  fecured  much  larger  profits  to  the  nation,  which  are 
things  that  deferve  to  be  confidered  before  we  fet  in  earned:  about  any  negotiation 
with  Spain,  that  we  may  indemnify  ourfelves  from  the  heavy  lofles  and  vaft  expences 
of  this  war  by  the  fruits  of  a  folid  and  well  regulated  peace  ;  which,  without  doubt, 
may  be  as  eafily  obtained  as  one  of  a  loofer  and  more  precarious  nature  ;  it  being 
the  interefl  of  the  Spaniards  as  well  as  of  ourfelves,  to  have  all  matters  fo  adjufted,  as 
to  prevent  not  only  wars,  but  difputes  for  the  future. 

Before  I  quit  this  fuhjed  I  find  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  take  notice  of  another 
branch  of  trade  carried  on  from  Jamaica,  which  has  been  made  the  fubjeO:  of  much 
debate  ;  I  mean  the  cutting  of  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy.  'I  his  matter  came 
to  be  confidered  with  the  utmolt  care  and  circumfpeftion  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
plantations  in  the  year  17 17,  who  folemnly  reported  that  we  had  an  undoubted  right  ip 
that  trade,  in  which  the  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of  England  had  been  maintained  and 
fup])orted  by  former  kings,  his  majefly's  royal  predecefTors.  They  obferve,  that 
logwood  is  the  product  of  Jucatan,  a  peninfula  that  extends  itfelf  an  hundred  leagues 
into  the  North  Sea,  on  each  fide  whereof  are  the  bays  of  Campeachy  and  Honduras, 
where  the  wood  is  chiefly  cut  by  the  Englifli. 

The  Spaniards  are  poileflled  only  of  the  town  of  Campeachy,  and  two  more  fmall 
places  in  this  part  of  America,  and  that  the  reft  of  Jucatan  was  an  uninhabited  defart 
until  our  logwood  cutters  fettled  at  Cape  Catoch,  the  north-eaft  promontory  of 
Jucatan,  or  at  Trift,  or  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  before, 
or  in  the  year  1667,  when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  ;  and  thereupon  the  privateers  of  Jamaica,  who  ufed  to  difturb  the  Spanifli 
trade,  being  obliged  to  quit  that  way  of  life,  became  logwood  cutters,  and  fettled  with 
others  of  their  countrymen  at  Trift,  and  the  Lake  de  Terminos  aforelkid,  and  great 
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quantities   of  logwood   were   ai'terwards   imported    from    thence   to    Old   and   New 
En^c;land. 

They  obferved  that  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  governor  of  Jamaica,  under  whofe  direction 
that  trade  was  carried  on,  in  the  year  1671,  gave  his  majefly  king  Charles  II.  the 
follov/ing  reafons  for  his  encom-aging  this  trade,  ift.  That  the  Englilh  had  then  ufed 
it  for  divers  years.  2dly,  That  the  logwood  was  cut  in  defolate  and  uninhabited 
places.  3dly,  That  it  was  a  right  confirmed  by  treaty  with  the  Spaniards.  4thly,  That 
thereby  we  excluded  the  French  and  Dutch  from  that  trade.  5thly,  That  the 
Spaniards  had  not  then  made  any  complaint  of  it.  6thly,  That  this  employment  made 
the  reducing  our  privateers,  who  ufed  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  the  Spaniards,  more 
eafy.  Laitly,  that  this  trade  employed  an  hundred  fail  of  fliips  annually,  and  en- 
creafed  his  majefty's  cufloms,  and  the  trade  of  the  nation,  more  than  any  of  his 
American  colonies. 

Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  the  fucceeding  governor  of  Jamaica,  informed  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council  in  the  year  1672,  that  the  Englifli  logwood  cutters  had  ufed  that  trade 
for  three  years,  and  that  they  had  planted  corn,  and  built  houfes  for  their  conveniency; 
and  though  they  frequently  hunted  deer  in  the  country,  they  had  never  feen  a  fingle 
Spaniard,  or  any  other  man  in  that  part  of  the  country,  in  all  the  time  they  had  been 
there  ;  and  concludes,  that  their  felling  of  wood,  building  of  houfes,  and  clearing  and 
planting  the  ground,  was  fuch  a  poflellion,  as  in  the  Weft  Indies  gave  them  an  un- 
doubted right  to  the  countries  they  thus  occupied.  And  Sir  Thomas,  to  juftify  his 
coaduiEl  in  encouraging  this  trade,  in  the  year  1672  (when  the  Spaniards  firft  com- 
plained of  it)  fent  home  the  copies  of  feveral  depofitions  he  had  taken  from  the  mafters 
of  fhips,  and  others  concerned  in  the  logwood  trade,  with  a  proclamation  he  had  iffued 
for  the  regulation  and  fecurity  thereof,  as  a  confirmation  of  what  he  had  aflerted  ; 
and  the  lords  of  the  council  thereupon  let  the  governor  know  that  they  approved  what 
he  had  done. 

The  lords  commiflioners  of  trade  further  obferved,  that  there  is  a  claufe  in  the 
abovefaid  American  treaty,  which  provides  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall  keep 
and  poffefs,  in  full  right  of  fovereignty  and  propriety,  all  places  fituate  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  or  any  part  of  America,  v/hich  he  and  his  fubjefts  were  then  in  pofleffion  of ; 
and  that  they  adually  were  then,  and  had  been  for  feveral  years  in  polfeflion  of 
Trift  and  the  Lake  de  Terminos,  and  feveral  other  places  in  the  province  of  Jucatan, 
which  the  Spaniards  began  to  fet  up  a  title  to  about  this  time,  notwithftanding  they 
enjoyed  tlie  full  benefit  of  what  Great  Britain  ftipulated  on  her  part,  viz.  ift,  The 
fecuring  tlie  trade  of  the  Spanilh  Weft  Indies  to  them  ;  a  point  which  had  never  before 
been  yielded,  adly.  The  obliging  the  privateers  to  ccafe  their  depredations,  whereby  the 
Spanifli  trade  had  been  miferably  haraffed ;  and  this  had  been  etTccbed  chiefly  by  the 
care  of  his  majefty's  governors,  and  the  employing  thofe  people  in  the  logwood  trade. 

Tliat  in  1680  the  Spaniards  proceeded  in  a  hoftile  manner  to  difpofl'efs  the  Englifh 
logwood  cutters  of  their  fettlements  of  Trift,  &c.  and  even  of  the  Ifland  of  Providence, 
a  Britifli  plantation  to  which  they  had  no  pretence ;  but  thefe  were  foon  repoflefled 
by  his  majefty's  fubjefts,  and  the  logwood  trade,  in  1682,  v/as  greater  than  ever, 
and  was  maintained  and  carried  on  by  the  Englifli,  till  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  171 3  ; 
when  the  adjuftment  and  fettlement  thereof  came  again  under  confideration ;  and  it 
was  ftipulated  that  only  fuch  places  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  Spaniards,  as  had  been 
taken  during  the  preceding  war,  (in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne),  among  which  Trift 
could  not  be  reckoned  one,   bccaufe  the  Englilh  were  in  poflellion  of  it  many  years 
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before  that  war  commenced,  and,  indeed,  had  been  in  the  actual  poficflion  of  it  from 
1699  to  1715,  except  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  year  1689,  when  the  Spaniards 
furprized  and  expelled  them  by  lorce,  as  related  above. 

They  farther  reprefented  it  by  a  claufe  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  in  No- 
vember 1713  ;  the  American  treaty  of  1670  is  confirmed  and  ratified;  and  it  was 
thereby  declared  that  this  fliould  be  underllood  to  be  without  prejudice  to  any  liberty 
or  power  which  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  enjoyed  before,  either  through  right, 
fufferance,  or  indulgence ;  and  the  Englifli  having  long  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  cutting 
logM'Ood,  whether  through  right,  fufferance,  or  indulgence,  tliey  are  by  this  treaty 
entitled  to  the  fame  in  as  plain  and  exprefs  words  as  can  be  imagined.  Then  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  proceeded  to  fhew  the  importance  of  the  logwood  trade  to  Great  Britain, 
by  the  follow  ing  account  of  what  logwood  had  been  imported  fuice  the  late  wiu- : 


Tons. 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

lb. 

In  1713 

2189 

'5 

3 

22 

In  17 14 

4848 

H 

3 

24 

In  1715 

5863 

12 

I 

14 

In  1716 

2032 

17 

2 

0 

14935 

0 

3 

4 

This  is,  communibiis  annis,  2'>7A'^  ^'^^^1  which  cannot  be  computed  at  lefs  than  6o,oooI. 
per  annum,  though  the  price  is  already  reduced  from  40  1.  to  16  1.  per  ton  ;  and  before 
3?our  majefly's  fubjedls  were  fettled  there  it  was  worth  lool.  a  ton.  Nor  is  this  trade 
lefs  neceflary  than  beneficial  to  your  majefly's  dominions,  by  reafon  of  the  great  encou- 
ragement it  gives  to  our  feamen  and  fhipping,  which  at  all  times  require  a  particular 
attention ;  but  now  efpecially,  when  it  is  daily  obferved  that  very  many  Britilh  mari- 
ners, either  through  defeat  of  the  laws,  or  for  want  of  employment  at  home,  or  in 
hopes  of  greater  advantage  abroad,  enter  themfelves  into  foreign  fervice. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  fome  time  before  and  long  after 
the  year  1670,  the  fubjeds  of  England  were  poffefled  of  and  quietly  enjoyed  part  of  the 
country  of  Jucatan,  uninhabited  by  the  Spaniards,  and  confequently  the  right  of  Britilh 
fubjeds  to  cut  logwood,  and  even  to  fettle  in  that  country,  was  not  only  certain  and 
apparent,  but  was  alfo  fettled  and  confirmed  by  treaty. 

This  reprefentation  is  certainly  more  than  fuflicient  to  convince  us  here  at  home  of 
our  being  well  ep.titled  to  this  trade ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  point  that  deferves  to  be 
maturely  refieded  upon,  before  any  new  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  Crown  of  Spain 
is  comm.enced  ;  for,  without  doubt,  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  our  right  in  this  refpedl 
be  acknowledged  and  admitted,  in  fuch  exprefs  terms,  that  hereafter  no  dilputes  may 
arife  about  it,  or  afford  pretences  for  fitting  out  guarda  collas  to  impede  and  difturb  our 
navigation.  We  know  and  have  heard,  what  high  and  loud  complaints  were  made 
againft  the  Miuiftry,  in  the  reign  of  Oueen  Anne,  for  not  obliging  the  French  to 
reftore  Cape  Breton,  and  for  not  compelling  the  Spaniards  to  make  fuch  conceflions  in 
favour  of  our  trade  as  were  neceflary  for  the  carrying  it  on  with  fafety  and  advantage. 
But  at  prefent  Cape  Breton-is  ours,  and  the  fuperiority  of  our  naval  force  in  the  Weft 
Indies  is  fo  great,  that  it  would  be  certainly  an  unpardonable  omifiion  Ihould  there  be 
any  thing  left  to  obje£t  on  any  of  thefe  heads  for  the  future.  The  capital  trade  of  this 
nation  at  prefent,  that  which  employs  moft  fliips,  moft  feamen,  and  moft  manufaftures, 
is  our  commerce  to  our  plantations ;  and  therefore  the  fecuring,  encouraging,  and 
improving  this  commerce  ought  to  be  the  principal  objeQ  of  our  ftatefmen  j  who,  as  they 

often 
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often  lay  heavy  burdens  upon  the  fubjefts  to  carry  their  projects  into  execution,  fo  they 
are  in  interefl  and  in  confcience  bound  to  pay  the  utmofl  attention  to  thofe  points  which 
regard  the  filling  again  the  purfes  of  thofe  to  whom  they  have  couftant  recourfe  tor  the 
public  fervice. 

23.  We  have  now  gone  through  this  feftion,  and  have  fliewn  when,  how,  and  with 
what  views  our  fettlements  within  this  period  of  tirae  were  made.  It  is  eafy  to  perceive 
from  thence  what  prodigious  advantages  have  been  derived  from  them  to  the  people  of 
this  kingdom.  If  we  confider  that  at  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  we  had  not  a  fmgle 
cottage  ereded  in  America,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  II. 
we  had  fettled  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  utmoft  bounds  of  Virginia,  befides  peopling 
many  of  the  illands,  it  muft  appear  an  amazing  thing.  The  va(t  change  in  our  circum- 
ftances  in  the  fpace  of  fixty  years,  the  mighty  augmentation  of  our  fliipping,  the  vafl: 
increafe  of  our  coin,  and  all  the  other  certain  and  indubitable  figns  of  an  extended  and 
profitable  commerce,  fufficiently  prove  the  value  and  importance  of  our  plantations  ; 
for  I  make  no  fcruple  of  affirming  that  we  owed  them  all  to  thefe.  To  fay  the  truth, 
the  civil  war  which  was  fo  ruinous  and  fatal  to  thefe  kingdoms  was,  by  the  kind  dif- 
pofition  of  Providence,  highly  ferviceable  to  the  plantations.  In  the  firfl  ferment  of 
the  nation,  we  have  feen  that  New  England  was  planted  and  peopled  as  it  were  at 
once ;  and  in  fucceeding  times,  v/hen  the  conftitution  was  overturned,  and  the  loyal 
nobility  and  gentry,  who  were  deprived  of  their  eftates  by  thofe  the  fortune  of  war  had 
made  their  mafters,  and  had  not  even  the  liberty  of  (tarving  here  in  peace,  Virginia 
and  Barbadoes  were  their  refuge  ;  there  the  wicked  ceafed  from  troubling,  and  there 
the  weary  were  at  reft.  The  fpirit  and  vigour  with  which  they  fet  about  improving  the 
places  of  their  exile  foon  changed  them  into  habitations  of  delight,  and  where  they 
looked  only  for  a  quiet  and  a  bare  fubfiftence,  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  their  induftry 
produced  them  valt  eftates. 

We  may  fafely  venture  to  affirm,  that  a  little  after  the  Reftoration  the  fugar  colonies 
rofe  to  their  greateft  height,  Jamaica  only  excepted.  Since  then  the  tobacco  colonies 
have  increafed  greatly,  and  fo  have  the  bread  colonies  likewife ;  for  the  reader  is  to 
obferve,  that  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  moft  of  the  Leeward  Illands,  are  furnifhed  with 
provifions  from  the  northern  colonies,  and  with  garden  ftuft"  from  the  iflands  of  Ber- 
mudas. But  it  has  fo  fallen  out,  that  though  thefe  colonies  have  fuch  a  natural  depen- 
dence upon  each  other,  yet  complaints  have  arifen,  and  we  have  feen  both  fides  appealing 
to  the  Britiih  parhament,  the  one  for  relief,  and  the  other  for  protedion.  The  occa- 
fion  of  thefe  difputes  was  this : 

A  bill  was  brought  into  theHoufe  of  Commons  on  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and 
planters  concerned  in  the  fugar  colonies  in  the  year  1731,  for  feeuring  and  encouraging 
the  trade  of  the  faid  colonies.  The  intent  whereof  was  to  enable  them  to  fupply  foreign 
markets  with  fugar  as  cheap  as  the  French,  which  they  fuggefted  might  be  done  by 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  horfes,  provifions,  and  lumber,  from  our  northern  colo- 
nies on  the  continent  of  America  to  the  French  and  Dutch  plantations,  and  by  prohi- 
biting the  importation  of  all  foreign  fugar,  rum,  and  molofles,  to  our  northern  colo- 
nies ;  for  the  permitting  of  this,  they  fuggefted,  was  giving  the  French  and  Dutch  at 
leaft  twenty-five  per  cent,  uptin  the  whole  produce  of  their  fugar  colonies,  and  thereby 
enabled  them  to  allbrd  their  fugar  at  foreign  markets  cheaper  than  our  fugar  colonies 
can.  It  was  finding  them  plantation  neceifaries  as  well  as  money  to  pay  for  them  ;  that 
is,  the  foreign  colonies  paid  our  northern  colonies  for  their  horfes,  provifions,  and 
lumber,  with  molofles  and  rum,  which  othcrwife  the  French  muft  throw  away  as  they 
did  formerly.     To  induce  the  parliament  to  pal's  this  bill,  the  fugar  colonies  endeavoured 
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to  fliew  the  vafl  importance  thofe  colonies  are  of  to  Great  Britain,  obferving  that  they 
produced,  at  an  average,  eighty-five  thoufand  hog(heads  of  fugar  annually  at  leaft, 
which,  at  ten  pounds  a  hogfhead,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
This  fum,  or  much  the  greated  part  of  it,  as  they  affirm,  is  fpent  here  by  the  feveral 
proprietors  of  eftates  in  the  Welt  Indies,  who  live  in  England,  or  is  fent  out  annually 
in  the  nianufaftures  of  Great  Britain,  either  directly  to  the  fugar  colonies  or  to  the 
Coafl:  of  Guinea,  to  purchafe  negroes  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  colonies. 

Befides  this  neat  produce  of  fugar,  another  vaft  advantage  arifing  from  tlie  fugar 
colony  trade  is  the  large  number  of  fliips  and  feamen  employed  and  maintained  in  the 
courfe  of  our  commerce  with  them  ;  and  they  calculate  that  there  are  three  hundred 
fiiil  of  fhips  fent  from  Great  Britain  (not  to  mention  thofe  from  other  places)  every 
year,  to  our  fugar  colonies,  which  are  navigated  by  about  five  thoufand  five  hundred 
feamen  ;  and  that  the  freig-ht  from  the  fugars  brought  hither  amounts  to  an  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  a  year;  and  the  duties,  conimiffions,  &c.  to  little  lefs 
than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more,  which  upon  the  whole  is  a  good  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  profit  and  advantage  to  Great  Britain.  But 
befides  this  confiderable  article  of  fugar,  they  obferve  that  thefe  iflands  produce  great 
quantities  of  cotton,  ginger,  indico,  aloes,  8i:c.  which  are  all  brought  to  Great  Britain, 
where  the  whole  profit  of  all  our  plantation  produft  does  and  muft  centre.  They  have 
been  equal,  they  infill,  to  the  mines  of  the  Spanilh  Wefl  Indies,  and  have  contributed, 
in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  trade,  navigation,  and  wealth  of  this  kingdom. 

But  at  prefent  they  were  in  a  very  bad  and  languifliing  condition;  their  duties  high, 
their  planters  poor,  their  foil  worn  out,  and  their  fortifications  deftroyed.  They  ob- 
ferve farther,  that  the  French  fugar  iflands  are  much  larger,  more  beautiful,  better 
inhabited,  pay  lefs  duties,  and  have  greater  encouragement  from  France  than  ours 
have  from  Great  Britain.  And  that  if  our  fugar  iflands,  for  want  of  being  put  in  a 
poflure  of  defence,  fhould  either  be  taken,  as  ibme  have  been,  or  moulder  and  come 
to  ruin,  it  would  be  one  of  the  greateft  blows  this  kingdom  ever  received.  It  would 
then  lofe  the  benefit  of  all  their  product  imported  hither ;  it  would  lofe  the  exports  of 
our  woollen  and  other  manufactures  thither,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year  ;  it  would  lofe,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  trade  to  Guinea  ;  it  would 
lofe  the  employing  and  maintaining  of  many  hundred  Britifli  fhips,  and  many  thoufand 
Britilh  feamen  every  year ;  and  laflly,  it  would  lofe  one  of  the  mofl  confiderable  and 
main  branches  of  our  funds,  the  deficiency  of  which  mufl  be  made  good,  and  the 
weight  and  burthen  fall  on  our  lands  here  at  home. 

To  this  bill,  however,  many  objeftions  w'ere  made  by  fuch  as  were  employed  here 
in  behalf  of  the  northern  colonies,  and  amongfl  them  the  mofl  material  were  thefe ; 
ifl,  That  fuch  a  proiiibition  as  was  defired  by  the  bill  would  put  the  French  upon  fup- 
plying  themfelves  with  lumber  from  their  own  fettlements,  and  the  Britifli  colonies  on 
the  continent  would  thereby  lofe  the  trade  in  which  many  fhips  and  feamen  were  em- 
ployed. 2dly,  That  the  Britifli  colonies  could  not  take  oft'  their  lumber,  or  fupply 
them  with  rum  for  their  fiflieries,  their  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  what  they  wanted 
in  the  harvell-time.  3dly,  That  the  reflraining  the  northern  colonies  from  diipofing  of 
their  horfes,  provifions,  and  lumber  to  the  French  and  Hollanders,  might  draw  them 
into  employments  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain.  4thly,  The  French  would  diflil  their 
nioloffes  themfelves,  and  fupply  the  fiflieries  with  rum,  if  the  northern  colonies  did 
not.  5thly,  If  the  northern  colonies  did  not  take  oft'  the  French  fugars,  they  would 
carry  them  to  market  themfelves.  6thly,  If  the  importation  of  French  and  Dutch  rum 
and  moloifes  into  New  England  was  prohibited,  and  they  could  go  to  no  other  market 
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for  rum,  or  fell  their  lumber  and  provifions  any  where  elfe,  the  Englifli  fugar  coIome.s, 
like  other  monopolies,  would  exacl  an  unreafonable  price  for  their  rum,  and  beat  dov/n 
the  price  of  lumber  and  other  goods  as  low  as  they  faw  fit.  ythly,  That  the  French 
and  Dutch  colonies  furnifli  the  northern  colonies  with  money,  which  they  bring  to 
Great  Britain  and  lay  out  in  our  manufidures.  8thly,  That  the  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  fugar  colonies  was  the  occafion  of  this  decline.  And  gthly,  That  the 
trade  of  the  fugar  colonies  was  flill  vaftly  increafmg  ;  inllancing  in  Barbadocs,  which, 
in  the  year  1730,  imported  twenty-two  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fixty-niue  hog- 
flieads  of  fugar  into  England,  valued  at  ^£3 40,3 96. ;  and  that  this  was  the  neat 
profit  they  infiited,  becaufe  it  was  admitted  that  the  rum  and  mololfca  of  fugar  plan- 
tations bear  the  charges  of  them  ;  the  fugar  planters  therefore  have  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain, when  fo  fmall  an  ifland  as  Barbadoes  produced  ib  vaft  a  neat  profit. 

As  there  is  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  make  this  fubjed  thoroughly  underflood, 
and  to  point  out  efleftually  what  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  take  to  be  their  refpec- 
tive  interefts,  I  think  it  w411  be  ncceffary  to  add  the  replies  or  folutions  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  fugar  colonies  to  thefe  objeftions.  As  to  the  firft,  That  the  French,  if 
not  fupplied  from  the  northern  colonies,  would  furnifli  their  own  fettlements  with 
lumber,  they  faid.  That  the  French  could  not  be  fupplied  with  lumber  from  their  own 
fettlements ;  or,  if  they  could,  it  muft  be  at  great  charge  and  expence,  fince  the  only 
places  they  can  pretend  to  be  fupplied  from  are  Cape  Breton  and  Quebec.  Some 
indeed  have  gone  fo  far,  and  been  fo  extravagant,  as  to  imagine  that  the  French  iflands 
may  be  fupplied  with  lumber  from  the  bay  of  Apalachi,  or  the  fettlement  of  Miffifippi  -^ 
but  we  muft  confider  that  great  fnows  are  necefl'ary  tor  drawing  down  trees  to  the  fides 
of  rivers  ;  and  likewife  (upon  the  fnow's  melting)  for  floating  them  down  to  the  mills  ; 
and,  if  they  had  fnows,  thefe  countries  do  not  produce  any  quantity  of  fuch  kind  of 
wood  as  is  proper  to  work  into  lumber ;  nor  have  they  any  fuch  mills,  which  are  ex- 
penfive  to  build,  and  the  labour  and  time  required  to  manufadure  fuch  trees  into 
lumber,  would  make  it  extremely  dear  to  the  French ;  befides,  the  navigation  to  and 
from  fuch  places  to  Martinico,  and  the  French  iflands  fo  much  to  windward,  would  be 
fo  difficult  and  long  for  fuch  veffels  as  are  proper  to  carry  lumber,  by  reafon  of  the 
calms,  contrary  winds,  and  ftrong  currents  againft  them,  that  fuch  a  project  would 
probably  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  people  concerned  in  it ;  which  would  put  an  end  to  fuch 
endeavours  of  the  French. 

As  to  Cape  Breton,  though  it  has  the  advantage  of  fnows,  yet  it  has  no  other  con- 
veniency  ;  it  produces  little  wood ;  they  have  few  rivers,  and  thofe  longer  frozen  and 
fooner  dried  than  in  New  England  ;  it  is  thinly  inhabited,  and  is  a  final!,  and  in  that 
light  but  an  inconfiderablc  illand,  conimodious  only  for  fiihing.  And  as  for  Quebec, 
allowing  all  the  advantages  the  other  places  want,  and  all  that  our  northern  colonies 
have,  with  refpefl;  to  wood  and  mills ;  yet  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Laurence 
(wliich  is  pratiicable  only  a  few  months  in  the  year)  is  fo  very  lo)ig  and  dangerous, 
that  all  the  lumber  from  thence  muft  be  exceeding  dear ;  and  though  fome  may  think 
that  thefe  difHculties  in  time  may  be  removed,  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  become 
both  fafe  and  eafy,  it  may  be  wifhed  the  French  liad  no  fupply  of  lumber  till  thefe 
difficulties  were  removed  ;  for  thofe  difficulties  muft  always  continue  from  the  nature 
of  the  coaft,  the  rocks,  fhoals,  and  fands  in  that  river,  and  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
air  and  other  natural  caufes  ;  which  will  niakc  tliat  navigation  for  ever  unfafe.  If  then 
the  French  cannot  be  fupplied  witli  lumber,  or  at  leaft  jiot  upon  any  rcafonablc  terms, 
how  much  will  this  give  our  fugar  colonies  an  advantage  over  the  French  ?  But  let  us 
fuppofe  the  utnioft  and  worft  that  can  be  j  that  they  can  be  fupplied  with  lumber  from 
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tbeir  own  fettlements  ;  yet,  What  mufl  the  lumber  be  bought  with  ?  Not  with  rum 
and  molofl'es,  but  with  money.  So  that  if  this  prohibition  of  foreign  rum  and  moloffes 
t::l  ts  place,  fo  much  will  he  lod  to  the  French  plantations,  becaufe  they  can  have  no 
vent  for  their  rum,  as  inteifering  with  brandy,  the  produft  of  France. 

But  what  flronger  argument  can  we  have,  that  the  trade  carried  on  by  fome  of  the 
northern  colonies  is  a  prejudicial  trade,  than  the  perniiflion  of  it  by  the  French  them- 
felves  ?  They  underftand  the  whole  compafs  of  trade  perfeftly  well,  and  fteadily  pur- 
fue  their  interefts ;  they  know  that  their  colonies  either  cannot  be  fupplied  at  all  with 
hories,  lumber,  and  other  neceilaries,  or  clfe  they  mull  purchafe  them  at  a  great 
expence ;  they  find  they  have  them  for  rum  and  moloffes,  which  is  all  clear  gain  to 
them  ;  that  they  lave  at  leaft  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  having  lumber  and  horfes  fo  con- 
veniently from  the  northern  colonies ;  and  get  twenty-five  per  cent,  by  their  rum  and 
moloifes,  which  elfe  would  be  all  lofs  to  them ;  and  what  is  more,  they  plainly  per- 
ceive that  this  trade  muft  lliortly  and  effeftually  ruin  and  deftroy  our  fugar  plantations, 
by  inhancing  the  price  of  our  plantation  neceffaries,  and  flopping  the  produft  of  our 
manufafture ;  however  fpecious  therefore  the  argument  may  be  in  favour  of  this  trade, 
nothing  lefs  than  a  prohibition  of  horfes  and  lumber,  as  well  as  of  foreign  fugar,  rum, 
and  moloffes,  will  be  of  any  real  fervice  or  benefit  to  the  fugar  colonies. 

For  if  you  allow  them  to  carry  lumber,  what  mull  they  have  in  exchange  for  it  but 
fugar  ?  And  how  will  it  be  poifible,  on  fo  long  a  coail  as  feven  or  eight  hundred 
miles,  as  that  of  thofe  northern  colonies,  where  there  are  fo  many  bays,  creeks,  and 
rivers,  and  fo  few  officers  to  prevent  the  running  of  thefe  goods,  let  your  penalties  be 
never  fo  flridl.  But  it  may  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  France  will  allow  them  to  carry  their 
rum  to  their  own  fettlements  on  the  Continent ;  but  that  is  altogether  as  improbable  and 
as  unlikely  as  that  we  fhould  fuller  Ireland  to  fupply  our  plantations  with  woollen 
manufaftures.  Thofe  colonies  there  are  abundantly  fupplied  with  brandy  from  France, 
very  cheap,  and  which  is  a  fpirit  much  better  liked,  and  what  they  have  been 
ufed  to. 

As  to  the  fecond  ohjeftion,  that  the  Englifh  fugar  colonies  cannot  take  off  the  lumber 
they  have,  or  fupply  them  with  the  rum  they  want,  they  anfwered,  if  the  trade  and 
navigation  from  the  Britifh  colonies  on  the  Continent,  to  the  foreign  colonies,  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  fugar  colonies  and  to  Great  Britain,  and  if  the  reltraining  it  will  cfFeftually 
diflrefs  the  French  in  the  fugar  trade,  it  ought  to  be  prohibited,  though  fome  few  traders 
fhall  fuffer  hardfhips  and  inconveniency  by  it.  As  to  difpofing  of  their  lumber,  the 
fugar  colonies  have  more  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  fhall  find  a  want  of  it,  than  that 
the  New  England  people  will  have  much  upon  their  hands  ;  at  leaft,  if  what  they  fay 
be  true  and  founded  in  fact.  For  we  have  for  many  years  been  alarmed  with  fcarcity  of 
lumber  in  New  England,  and  we  have  felt  the  effefts  of  it  in  the  advanced  price  we  have 
paid  for  it  for  fome  time,  upon  this  pretence.  Thofe  who  were  principally  concerned 
there,  in  the  lumber  trade,  complained  lall  year,  1730,  of  the  great  want  of  oak  and 
fir  near  the  rivers  on  which  their  faw-mills  fland  ;  and  as  they  are  reflrained  by  feveral 
z&s  of  parliament  from  cutting  the  king's  trees,  they  will  hardly  be  able  to  fupply  us 
long  with  lumber,  of  private  property,  at  any  reafonable  rate,  which  deferves  con- 
fidcration.  The  other  part  of  this  objeftion,  'I'hat  our  fugar  colonies  are  not  able  to 
fupply  them  with  a  futlicient  quantity  of  rum,  is  as  groundlefs  as  the  former.  A  gen- 
tleman of  diftintlion,  of  St.  Chriflopher's,  informed  the  committee,  that  himfelf  made 
two  thoufand  gallons  of  rum  a  year,  but  that  if  he  had  encouragement  he  could  make 
twenty  thoufand  gallons ;  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  St.  Cliriltopher's,  Nevis,  and 
Montferrat,  who  made  little  or  no  rum  now,  could  make  a  very  great  quantity,  if  there 
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was  a  demand  for  it.  Therefore  the  queftion  that  was  afked  by  a  New  England  gen- 
tleman, whether  we  have  any  rum  left  on  our  hands  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  not  at  all 
to  the  purpofe,  though  at  firfl;  fight  it  feems  fo. 

The  diftillcrs  in  New  England  find  this  trade  in  fpirits,  made  of  foreign  molofles, 
very  profitable,  and  for  that  reafon  raife  objeclions  which  have  nothing  in  them,  in 
order  to  make  Bofton  the  great  ftaple  of  rum.  For  fliould  the  prohibition  take  place  on 
foreign  rum  and  molofles,  then  our  fugar  colonies  might  fend  again  their  rum  to  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Carolina,  and  Newfoundland,  as  they  did  before,  and  fave  the  lives 
-of  many  hundred  of  poor  wretches,  who,  if  this  trade  be  not  flopped,  will  probably  be 
deftroyed  by  this  pernicious  fpirit,  made  of  foreign  moloifcs,  which  is  very  unv  holefome. 
If  we  fliould  admit,  for  argument  fake,  that  the  Fiench  fugar  colonies,  and  Surinam 
(belonging  to  the  Dutch)  do  take  off  one  half  of  the  New  England  lumber  (which  by 
the  way  is  more  than  can  be  proved),  the  deficiency  then  of  the  demand  of  lumber  will 
be  one  moiety.  Now  if  it  can  be  proved  thac  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies,  upon  a  proper 
encouragement,  might  be  improved  fufficiently  to  make  as  much  more  rum  and  fugar 
as  they  now  do,  it  will  follow  that  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies  may  take  off  all  the  New 
England  lumber. 

Barbadoes  is  allowed  to  be  at  its  perfeQion,  and  perhaps  incapable  of  being  farther 
improved,  fo  as  to  increafe  its  annual  produtt  of  fugar  and  rum.  Antigua  is  capable 
of  farther  improvements,  and  may  enlarge  its  producl  of  fugar,  according  to  the  bell 
computations,  at  leaft,  one  fifth  part  per  annum  ;  as  to  the  product  of  rum  there,  it  may 
certainly  be  enlarged  near  one  half  upon  proper  encouragement,  for  the  rum  it  now 
makes  is  not  quite  one  half  of  its  produft  of  fugar  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  Antigua  makes 
twenty  thoufand  hogfheads  of  fugar  per  annum,  its  produiS  of  rum  is  not  quite  ten 
thoufand.  But  it  is  evident  from  the  experience  of  Barbadoes,  that  out  of  twenty  thou- 
fand hogfheads  of  fugar,  there  ought  to  be  made  near  fourteen  thoufand  hogfheads  of 
rum.  And  this  increafe,  both  of  fugar  and  rum,  would  certainly  be  made  if  there  M  as 
proper  encouragement.  Montferrat,  Nevis,  and  St.  Chriflopli-er's,  for  want  of  encou- 
ragement, do  not  make  one  hogfhead  of  rum  for  three  hogflitads  of  fugar.  Whereas, 
it  is  evident,  by  the  experience  of  Barbadoes,  that  three  hogflieads  of  fugar  ought  to 
produce  two  hogflieads  of  rum  ;  confequently  the  produft  of  rum  in  thefe  three  iilands 
might  be,  upon  proper  encouragement,  encreafed  to  as  much  more  as  it  now  is.  Add 
to  this,  the  improvement  to  be  made  in  thofe  ifiands,  by  which  the  quantity  of  fugar 
would  be  encreafed.  It  will  follow  flill  farther,  that  the  quantity  of  rum  which  thofe 
itlands  are  capable  of  makhig,  would  be  as  much  more  as  they  now  make,  and  confe- 
quently the  demand  for  lumber  would  be  proportionable.  Jamaica,  the  largell  of  all 
the  Bntifh  fugar  colonies,  is  yet  but  in  its  infancy  ;  having  now  as  much  land  unculti- 
vated  as  would  produce  above  three  tunes  its  prelent  producl  if  cultivated,  as  it  certainly 
would  be  upon  proper  encouragement. 

But  farther  it  appeared  by  the  cuftom-houfe  books,  that  all  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies 
do  produce  about  one  hundred  thoufand  hogiheads  of  fugar  per  annum  ;  and  they 
ought,  in  proportion,  to  make  about  feventy  thoufand  hogiheads  of  rum  ;  a  quantity 
more  than  fufhcient  to  fupply  the  New  England  fifliery  and  Indian  trade,  even  according 
to  their  own  computation.  But  the  prefcnt  producl  of  the  fugar  colonies,  under  all 
the  incumbent  difadvantages,  is  more  than  they  of  New  England  can  prove  to  be  necef- 
fary  to  both  thofe  trades ;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  have  a  proof  fooner  than 
defired,  that  their  fifliery  and  Indian  trade  do  not  taki'  off  one  half  of  the  rum  now 
actually  made  in  the  fugar  colonics.  South  ('arolina  trades  with  eight  tlioufand  Indians, 
and  yet  nine  hundred  hogfheads  is  the  mofl  tiiey  ever  imported  in  one  year,  both  to 
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fupply  their  home  confumption,  all  their  trade  with  thefe  eight  thoufand  Indians,  and 
to  trade  to  otlicr  ports  with  ;  and  yet  this  is  a  colony  that  is  the  hottcft,  has  the  largeft 
harveft  of  rice,  Sec.  and  is  not  lb  w..'ll  i'upplicd  with  beer,  &c.  as  the  other  northern 
colonies ;  fo  let  us  allow  this  colony  of  South  Carolina  thefe  nine  hundred  hogfheads ; 
North  Carolina  one  thoufand  hogflieads ;  Virginia  and  Maryland  three  thoufand  hogf- 
heads ;  New  York  and  Philadelphia  four  thouiand  hogdieads  ;   Rhode  Ifland  and  New 
England  ten  thoufand ;  which  calculations  both  by  their  refpeftive  cuftom-houfe  ac- 
counts, and  by  the  greatefl  eftimates  that  ever  have  been  made,  are  too  large,  and  yet 
the  whole  amounts  but  to  eighteen  thoufand  and  nine  hundred  hogfheads  ;  whereas  the 
fugar  colonies  produce  forty  thoufand,  and   might  fifty-five  thoufand  hogfheads.     It 
was  obferved  alfo,  that  the  New  England  people  thus  taking   from  the  French   their 
molafles,  rum,  and  fugar,  and  fupp'iying  all  the  other  northern  colonies,  as  well  as 
Newfoundland,  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Africa,  with  large  quantities  thereof,  was 
a  very  great  hurt  to  the  revenue ;  for  if  thefe  places  were  not  thus  fupplied,  they  mud 
be  fupplied  by  our  own  fugar  colonies,  and  then  every  thouHmd  pounds  value  of  rum 
or  molalfes  of  our  own  growth  mud  pay  his  majefly  a  duty  of  forty-five  pounds,  and 
every  thoufand  pounds  value  of  fugar  a  duty   of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.     It 
might  have  been  added,  that  it  was  likewife  a  great  hurt   to  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the  fugar  colonies,  that  we  cannot  fupply  thofe  places 
■with  rum,  fugar,  and  molafles  of  our  own  growth,  and  in  fhips  and  vellels  of  this  king- 
dom, without  the  difadA^ntage  of  paying  for  our  rum  and  molafles  a  duty  of  four  and 
a  half  per  cent,  when  New  England  can  fupply  all  the  markets  with  rum,  fugar,  and 
molafles,  of  foreign  growth,  without  paying  any  of  thefe  duties.     Wiis  it  not  for  this 
advantage  they  have  over  us,  a  great  many  of  our  veflels  that  mifs  a  freight  of  fugar 
in  the  Wefl:  Indies  for  London,  would  take  fome  rum,  molafles,  and  fugar,  and  go  to 
Newfoundland  and  barter  it  for  fifli  or  oil,  and  then  proceed  to  fome   other  market 
with  it,  and  might  probably  employ  themfelves  to  advantage,  or  might,  with  a  little 
rum,  fugar,  and  molafl'es,  go  to  North  Carolina,  &c.  and  batter  them  for  a  cargo  of 
pitch,  tar,  and  fldns,  and  bring  them  to  Great  Britain. 

As  to  what  is  alledged,  that  the  reftraining  the  northern  colonies  from  the  difpofing 
of  their  horfes,  provifions,  and  lumber  to  the  French  and  Hollanders,  might  put  them 
upon  fome  employment  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  anfwered.  That  it  hath  been 
fhcwn  already,  that  there  is  more  reafon  to  fear  the  iflands  will  not   be  fupplied  with 
lumber  as  they  ought  to  be,  than  that  the  northern  colonies  will  want   a  vent  for  their 
lumber  ;  but  if  the  Britifh  colonies  could  not  take  off"  their  iiimber,  they  might  fend  it 
to  Spain  or  Portugal,  or  to  Great  Britain,  where  it  might  b'e  imported  duty-free.   They 
might  employ  themfelves  in  raifmg  naval  (lores  ;  the  Government  hath  given  them  a 
large  bounty  upon  that  trade,  which  would  be  of  vaf:  advantage  to  our  navigation,  and 
fave  the  nation  three  or  four   hundred  thoufand   pounds  a  year,  which   is   fent  out 
annually  to  purchafe  naval  fl:ores  with  from   the  north.     But  this  favourite  trade  with 
the  foreign  fugar  colonies  hath  diverted  them  from  that  excellent  defign,  to  the  enrich- 
ing of  the  French,  and  to  the  great  prejudice  and  almolt  ruin  of  our  own.     As  to  the 
fourth  objeclion,  That  the  French  would  din;il   their  molafles  themfelves,  and  fupply 
the  fiflieries  with  rum,  if  the  northern  colonies  did  not ;  ft  was   anfwered.  That  the 
French  diltil  but  very  little  rum  at  prefent,  and  know  Httle  of  the  matter ;  worms, 
(tills,  and  other  difl:illing  utenfils  cod  a  great  deal  of  money ;  and  this  muit  be  a  work 
of  time  and  very  great  expence ;  however,  a  polTibility  of  an  inconvenience  that  might 
happen,  ought  not  to  have  that  regard  paid  to  it  as  to  prevent  our  colonics  from  being 
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relieved  in  a  point  fo  very  prejudicial  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  malt  fpirits  of  Great 
Britain,  with  which  their  fiflieries  were  formerly  fupplied. 

To  the  5th,  That  if  the  northern  colonies  did  r.wt  take  off  the  French  fugars,  they 
would  carry  them  to  other  markets  themfelves ;  it  was  anfwered,  the  French  do  already 
carry  many  fugars  to  foreign  markets ;  if  fo,  they  may  fell  to  advantage,  and  the  fur- 
plus  which  foreign  markets  will  not  take  off,  goes  to  our  northern  colonies  to  purchafe 
what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them,  and  what  they  could  not  have  conveniently  from 
any  other  place  ;  but  even  here  the  profit  of  the  freight  is  gained  not  by  Great  Britain, 
but  by  the  northern  colonies  only  ;  which  is  a  very  fmall  advantage  in  comparifon  of 
the  damage  done  by  this  means  to  our  fugar  colonies,  efpecially  as  the  PVench  can 
afford  their  fugars  cheaper  than  ours,  and  as  the  high  duties  paid  for  fugars  in  our 
plantations,  make  it  impoffible  for  us  to  vend  any  to  the  northern  colonies. 

To  the  next  objection,  That  if  the  importation  of  French  and  Dutch  rum  and 
molaffes  was  prohibited,  and  they  could  have  none  but  what  they  bought  of  the  Englifli 
fugar  iflands,  or  fell  their  lumber  and  provifions  any  where  elfe,  then  the  Enghfli  iflands 
would  fet  what  price  they  pleafed  upon  their  rum,  and  beat  down  the  price  of  their 
lumber  and  other  goods  as  they  thought  fit ;  it  was  anfwered,  if  the  cafe  was  as  the 
objetlion  dates  it,  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies  would  be  only  upon  a  level  with  New 
England  ;  for,  as  that  place  is  the  only  market  from  whence  lumber  is  imported  to  the 
fugar  colonies.  New  England,  by  a  parity  of  reafon,  is  a  monopoly  of  the  lumber 
trade,  and  therefore  does  exaft  in  the  price  of  its  lumber.  But  this  is  not,  nor  ever 
can  be  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  either  with  regard  to  New  England  or  the  fugar  colonies ; 
for  as  in  a  place  of  fuch  extent  as  New  England,  where  the  lumber  trade  is  carried  on 
by  a  multitude  of  people,  with  a  view  to  each  trader's  foparate  interefl,  a  monopoly  of 
lumber  cannot  properly  be  made ;  fo  in  the  fugar  colonies  that  lie  at  a  vaft  dillanee 
from,  and  are  rivals  to  each  other,  by  the  produftion  of  the  fame  commodities,  a  mo- 
nopoly is  imprafticable.  The  New  England  traders  have  no  lels  than  fix  Britifli  iflands 
to  go  to  for  rum  and  molafles ;  each  of  thefe  iflands  is  as  independent  on  the  other  in 
its  polity  as  diftant  in  fituation.  There  is  little  or  no  intercourfe,  and  lefs  commerce, 
between  thofe  of  them  which  are  fituated  the  neareft,  and  no  intercourfe  at  all  between 
the  remotefl  of  thefe  iflands ;  becaufe  the  produce  of  them  all  being  the  fame,  there 
can  be  no  exchange  of  commodities,  and  confequently  no  commerce  or  intercourfe.  It 
follows,  therefore,  where  there  is  no  intercourfe  there  can  be  no  combination,  no  mono- 
poly. On  the  contrary,  each  ifland  k  a  rival  to  its  neighbour,  producing  the  fame 
commodities,  and  will  in  <;9mmon  prudence  ufe  all  proper  means  to  have  its  full  fliare 
of  trade ;  to  which  end  nothing  can  be  more  conducive  than  to  fell  its  produce  at  the 
cheapeft  rate  poffible. 

As  to  the  feventh  objection,  that  the  French  and  Dutch  colonies  furnifli  our  northern 
colonies  with  money,  which  they  bring  to  Great  Britain,  and  lay  out  in  our  manufac- 
tures, they  anfwered.  That  there  is  no  money  among  the  French  and  Dutch  fugar 
colonies.  How  therefore  they  can  bring  money  from  places  where  there  is  not  enough 
for  the  common  ufcs  of  life  among  the  inhabitants,  is  a  paradox  which  they  muft  ex- 
plain before  the  world  will  take  it  upon  their  word.  If  then  that  affertion  be  not 
founded  on  truth,  it  follows  that  they  do  not  lay  out  money  brought  from  thefe  places 
in  the  manufaftures  of  Great  Britain ;  their  traffic  for  fifli  in  the  Streights  (a  trade  in 
which  they  have  fupplanted  Great  Britain)  may  furnifli  them  with  money,  but  we  deny 
that  fuch  money  is  laid  out  by  them  in  the  majiufadtures  of  Great  Britain.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  their  money  is  laid  out  with  the  French  and  Dutch 
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m  Europe  for  Eaft  India  goods,  French  filks,  and  other  foreign  commodities ;  for,  as 
it  appears  by  their  own  evidence,  at  the  bar  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons,  they  import 
fuch  wares  into  New  England  ;  and  we  mult  fuppofc  they  pay  for  them  in  money  or 
fifli,  till  they  can  prove  that  lumber  is  a  valuable  connnodity  in  France  and  Holland, 
But  fuppofing  the  New  England  people  do  lay  out  their  product  of  fifli  in  Britifli 
nianutaclures,  is  that  a  fufficient  compenfation  to  Great  Britain,  for  robbing  her  of  the 
M\  trade  to  the  Streights  ?  Do  not  the  New  England  people,  by  their  confeflion, 
acknowledge  by  implication,  that  they  reap  the  profit  of  it  both  in  navigation  and  trade 
up  the  Streights,  which  ufed  to  be  enjoyed  by  GreiU  Britain  itfelf  ?  What  advantage  is 
it  to  Britain  to  have  this  money  laid  out  in  her  manutaflures  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  far 
greater  to  be  the  carrier  of  thefe  manufaftures  to  the  Streights,  and  to  bring  home  this 
money  in  her  own  fliips,  navigated  by  her  own  failors  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  the  fugar  colonies,  it  is  faid,  are  very  rich  and  very  luxurious. 
That  the  product  of  thefe  colonies  are  of  the  richeft  fort,  and  a  mine  to  Great  Britain, 
is  allowed,  and  has  been  fully  proved ;  but  that  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  and  manu- 
factures are  far  from  being  ricfi,  is  evident  from  the  proofs  already  made  to  the  par- 
liament, that  they  do  not  clear  five  (hillings  for  every  hundred  pounds  weight  of  fugar 
they  make.  This  the  New  England  traders  would  think  but  a  moderate  profit  upon 
one  of  their  fliort  voyages  ;  but  it  is  too  much  for  an  inhabitant  of  the  fugar  colonies, 
who  runs  infinitely  more  riik  in  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  does  the  duty,  and  is  liable 
to  run  the  hazard  of  a  camp  in  the  time  of  war,  and  in  time  of  peace  live  the  hardeft  life 
of  all  the  inhabitants  under  the  fun.  That  this  is  truly  the  cafe  of  the  planters  in  the 
fugar  colonies,  all  mankind  that  are  acquainted  with  them  will  atteft  ;  but  it  may  be 
evinced  from  the  nature  of  the  Weft  Indian  eftate  itfelf,  which  is  fubjeft  to  ruin  by  the 
French,  to  fire  from  the  combuftible  nature  of  the  fugar-tanes,  which  are  its  produft  ; 
from  the  vaft  expence  of  materials  and  edifices  for  iriaking  fugar  and  rum,  and  from  the 
like  expence  in  negroes,  cattle  and  mules  ;  from  the  ri(k  of  mortality  in  this  part  of  their 
property,  which  is  always  half  the  value  of  a  well  fettled  plantation  :  and  laftly,  the 
expence  of  feeding,  the  care,  anxiety,  and  prudent  conduft  of  governing  two  or  three 
hundred  negroes,  with  ftrifl:  juftice  and  humanity,  and  with  advantage  to  himfelf,  is  the 
ftation  of  a  planter  ;  and  is  not  this  aftation  that  requires  as  much  fortitude,  induftry,  and 
economy,  as  catching  filh,  or  buying  {kins  from  the  Indians  of  New  England  ?  In  fliort, 
without  a  good  fliare  of  all  the  qualifications  neceffary  to  conduiSt  an  affair,  the  mofl  com- 
plicated in  its  nature,  furrounded  with  difficulties  and  hazards,  and  in  which  the  niceft 
economy  and  order  mult  be  obferved,  it  is  impoflible  a  planter  ihould  reap  any  profit 
from  his  eftate  ;  therefore,  if  planters  are  rich,  they  muft  be  the  beft  economifts,  and  the 
moft  induftrious  men  in  the  world,  and  therefore  deferve  what  they  acquire. 

To  the  ninth  obje£tion,  that  the  trade  of  theEnglifli  fugar  colonies  is  at  prefent  vaftly 
profitable;  for  the  little  ifland  of  Barbadoes  in  the  year  1730  imported  twenty  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty  nine  hogflieads  of  fugar,  of  which  they  made  ^£'340,396.  clear 
profit.  It  is  admitted  to  be  true,  when  rum  and  molaffes  bear  a  reasonable  price  ; 
then  a  plantation  may,  with  the  niceft  economy,  pay  its  own  charges  out  of  thofe 
articles.  But  if  the  New  England  traders  take  rum  from  foreigners,  and  molaffes  to  be 
diftilled  into  rum  by  themfelves,  then  the  rum  and  molafles  will  be  fo  far  from  bearing 
fuch  a  charge,  that  on  the  contrary,  they  will  bear  no  price  at  all  ;  but  the  molafles 
nmft  be  given  to  the  hogs,  as  the  French  ufed  to  do,  until  New  England  taught  them 
how  to  make  a  better  profit  of  it.  Have  not  then  the  Barbadians  reafon  to  complain  ? 
By  the  ailiflance  of  the  New  England  traders  the  French  now  have  that  great  advan- 
tage, and  the  French  plantations  are  now  iucreafed  above  one  third  of  the  annual 
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value,  purely  by  that  pernicious  trade.  This  increafe  to  foreigners  is  a  proportionable 
diminution  of  our  own  fugar  colonies,  and  confequently  a  difadvantage  to  Great  Bnt:Ain. 
But  is  the  produtl  of  that  little  illand  Barbadoes  no  lei's  than  .^340,396.  brought  into 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  in  one  year,  what  a  fountain  of  treafure  muft  this  be  to 
the  kingdom,  even  by  the  confeflion  of  the  enemies  to  our  Britifli  fugar  colonies  ?  Do 
therefore  the  New  England  traders  imagine  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  wil! 
facrifice  this  inmienfe  treafure  to  the  advantage  of  a  few  New  England  diftillers  ;  or 
if  it  was  a  difadvantage  to  all  New  England  (from  whence  G  reat  Britain  derives  no 
advantage  in  comparifon  of  that),  would  it  not  be  juft  policy  to  lupport  the  fugar 
colonies  ?  but  when  the  prefent  oppofition  is  confidered,  as  founded  on  a  trade  with 
the  French,  the  natural  and  implacable  enemies  of  this  kingdom,  what  honeft  Englifh- 
man  wiil  look  upon  it  but  with  difdain?  efpecially  after  it  has  appeared  evident  froni 
reafon,  from  undoubted  teftimony,  and  even  by  the  implicit  confeifion  of  the  New 
England  people  concerned  in  this  oppofition,  that  the  French  have  increafed  one  third 
per  annum  in  their  wealth  by  this  very  trade;  that  our  fugar  colonies  have  declined  in 
proportion,  as  has  been  proved  already  ;  and  to  complete  the  misfortune,  the  New 
England  traders  have  drained  even  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies  of  all  their  current  cafh, 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  purchafe  moloffes  and  rum  of  the  French.  This  is  a  fatt 
known  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fugar  colonies,  who  are  ready  to  prove  it  in  the  molt 
folemn  manner. 

The  two  houfes  having  heard  the  feveral  fafts  flated,  with  the  proofs ;  and  con- 
fidered the  arguments  and  inferences  drawn  from  them,  paifed  an  att  of  the  ibllowing 
tenor  :  That  after  the  25th  of  December  1 738,  there  fliould  be  paid  a  duty  of  nine-pence 
a  gallon  for  all  rum  and  fpirits  made  in  the  plantations,  not  fubjeft  to  Great  Britain,  on 
the  importation  of  them  into  "any  of  the  Britifh  plantations;  that  fixpence  a  gallon 
fhould  be  paid  for  all  foreign  molofl'es  and  fyrups  imported,  and  five  ihillings  for 
every  hundred  weight,  Englifli  money,  for  fugar  and  paneles  imported  ;  and  that  no 
fugar,  paneles,  fyrups  or  moloffes,  fliould  be  imported  into  Ireland,  unlefs  fliipped  in 
Great  Britain.  And  an  allowance  of  two  {hilling's  per  hundred  weight  more  than 
heretofore  granted,  on  the  exportation  of  refined  fugars.  But  the  importation 
of  Spanifli  or  Portuguefe  fugars  into  Great  Britain  is  ftill  permitted  by  the 
faid  aft. 

Since  the  aft,  the  merchants  and  planters  concerned  in  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies 
preferred  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fetting  forth,  that  by  two  afts  of 
parliament  paffed  in  the  12th  and  22d  of  Charles  II.  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
colonics  were  retrained  from  fending  fugar  to  foreign  markets  before  they  are  firft 
landtd  in  Great  Britain.  I'hat  how  prudent  foever  this  reftraint  may  have  been  at 
the  time  the  fugar  trade  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  entirely  in  our  hands,  yet  now  our 
lugar  iflands  are  in  a  declining  condition,  from  the  increafe  of  the  French  fettlements,  it 
would  be  highly  beneficial  not  only  to  them  but  to  Great  Britain,  to  put  the  Britifli 
fubjeft  in  a  capacity  of  difputing  foreign  markets  with  the  French,  and  to  permit  him. 
to  carry  his  fugars  earlier  and  cheaper  to  thoi'e  markets  than  he  can  do,  under  the 
rcflraint  aforcfaid.  That  the  fugar  colonies  import  yearly  into  this  kingdom  fugar 
enough  for  our  home  confumption,  and  alfo  a  large  furplus  for  re-exportation  to 
foreign  parts  ;  but  the  demand  from  abroad  has  greatly  decreafed  within  thefe  few 
years,  and  the  markets  for  that  commodity  have  been  foreftalled  by  the  French,  not 
only  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fugar  trade  but  alfo  of  the  general  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
which  muft  affeft  the  balance  thereof.  That  if  Britifli  fliips  were  permitted  to  go  to 
iureign  markets  under  proper  rcftriftions,  without  unloading  hei'e,  the  whole  charge, 

and 
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and  in  a  great  meafure  the  rifk,  of  a  double  voyage  would  be  faved  ;  and  the  obliging 
fuch  Ihips  to  return  to  Great  Britain,  unload,  and  take  their  clearance  here,  before  their 
proceeding  on  another  American  voyage,  would  be  attended  with  this  further  good 
efleft,  that  they  muft  afford  to  carry  freight  at  the  cheapeft  rates,  or  return  home 
empty ;  fo  that  this  regulation  would  extend  our  navigation,  and  contribute  to  make  us 
the  carriers  of  F.urope,  without  perjudicing  the  revenue,  all  the  duties  on  fugar  being 
drawn  back  on  the  re  exportation  of  it  to  foreign  parts.  For  thefe  reafons  the  petitioners 
prayed  that  liberty  might  be  granted  of  carrying  Britifh  fugar  from  our  fugar  colonies 
in  America  dire^Stly  to  any  foreign  markets  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Finiiterre,  upon 
the  fame  conditions  that  the  people  of  Carolina  are  permitted  to  carry  their  rice  to  the 
faid  markets,  and  alio  carrying  fuch  fugars  to  any  foreign  markets  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  FInlfterre, after  firft  touching  atGreatBrltaIn,  beiore  they  proceed  on  another  Weft 
India  voyage.  But  the  great  tendernefs  parliament  has  always  had  for  the  famous  aft  of 
navigation,  has  prevented  thefe  indulgences  from  being  granted,  that  might  otherwife 
perhaps  have  been  yielded  to  in  behalf  of  the  fugar  colonies. 

But  the  prefent  war  with  France  will  afford  the  befl  means  of  coming  at  the  ti'uth, 
in  refpeft  to  the  fafts  afl'erted  in  the  papers  before-mentioned  ;  and  therefore,  whenever 
a  general  peace  fliajl  be  made,  and  parliament  is  at  leifure  to  look  into  affairs  of  this 
nature,  we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  expedt  that  this  commerce  will  be  put 
upon  fuch  a  foot  as  that  the  inhabitants  both  of  Great  Britain  and  the  plantations, 
may  reap  fi-om  it  the  greateft  advantages  poffible.  In  order  to  this,  the  intelligent 
reader  will  eafdy  difcern  that  the  following  fteps  are  neceffary.  In  the  firft  place, 
due  care  muft  be  taken  to  give  the  inhabltanrs  of  the  fugar  colonies  all  the  relief  that 
is  pofTible  from  any  hardfhips  of  which  they  have,  or  with  good  reafon  might  have 
complained  ;  fuch  as  heavy  and  exorbitant  falaries  to  their  governors,  large  fums  levied 
upon  them,  without  being  applied  for  their  fervice,  and  the  difficulties  they  are  under, 
in  obtaining  fpeedy  and  effeclual  juftice,  when  perfons  in  public  ftations  are  inclined 
to  extend  their  power  too  far,  with  a  view  to  promote  their  private  interefl.  They 
ihould  likewife  have  all  poffible  encouragement  given  them  for  recovering  their  foreign 
trade,  and  beating  out  the  French  and  other  nations  who  have  Interfered  in  it ;  fince, 
in  regard  to  both  heads,  it  ought  to  be  confidered  that  the  public  benefit,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  enriching  the  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain  by  the  balance  of  trade  In  general.  Is 
the  great  point  to  be  held  in  view  ;  from  the  attaining  of  which,  all  other  incidental 
advantages,  fuch  as  advancing  the  revenue  of  the  crown,  enriching  particular  families, 
and  raifing  private  fortunes,  would  certainly  and  necellarily  follow,  without  their 
entering  at  all  Into  the  motives  upon  which  laws  for  the  good  of  the  plantations  are 
enafted.  For  if  it  could  be  once  brought  about,  that  either  the  old  markets  for  fugar 
were  retrieved  or  new  ones  opened,  there  Is  no  doubt  that  Jamaica  and  other  Iflands, 
where  there  are  lands  fit  for  that  purpofe  uncultivated,  would  be  more  fully  planted, 
the  inhabitants  become  more  numerous,  and  thtir  demands  from  Great  Britain  con- 
fequently  larger  than  they  are  at  prefent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fame  care,  the  fame 
dihgence  and  alacrity  are  requifite,  with  regard  to  the  colonics  on  the  Continent ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  whatever  is  done  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  trade  of  the  fugar  colonies,  muft  necelTarily  tend  to  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  plantations  on  the  Continent,  which  fupply  the  fugar  colonies  with 
lumber,  and  otiier  things  requifite  for  the  carrying  on  their  trade  ;  and  If,  befidesthls, 
ways  and  means  could  he  found  to  open  new  cliamiels  for  the  benefit  of  thefe  colonies 
alio,  it  ought  nioft  certainly  to  be  do^ie. 

We 
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We  have  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  indeed  in  furveying  thus  far  the  Englifh  poffef- 
fions  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  but  in  a  work  of  this  nature  time  could  not  well  be  fpent 
better  ;  they  are,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefllon,  the  pacific  conquefts  of  this 
nation.  Territories  acquired,  and  for  the  moft  part,  at  leaft,  acquired  without  fliedding 
blood,  which  fliews  that  induftry  is  as  capable  of  rendering  a  nation  powerful,  as  a 
thirft  of  war  ;  and  that  a  martial  is  not  a  more  noble  than  a  trading  fpirit.  What  is 
gained  by  one  war  is  frequently  loft  by  another  ;  and  even  while  it  is  kent,  the  expences 
created  by  a  difputed  title  are  greater  than  the  value  of  the  pofTeflion  ;  but  what 
becomes  ours,  by  this  method  of  planting,  remains  always  ours,  and  paffes  without 
debate  to  our  pofterity,  the  very  power  by  which  we  acquire  it  fecures  its  continuance, 
and  the  longer  we  hold  fuch  acquifitions  the  more  valuable  they  are  rendered,  and 
the  more  effectually  annexed  to  our  empire.  They  are  out-works  well  garrifoned, 
which  yet  put  us  to  little  or  no  expence ;  they  are  diftant  dominions,  and  yet  clofely 
conneded  to  us  by  the  commerce  which  they  create;  they  are  continually  drawing  people 
without  prejudice  to  their  mother  country,  becaufe  the  more  populous  they  grow  the 
greater  their  demands  from  hence,  confequently  the  quicker  our  trade  here,  which 
will  always  bring  over  hither  people  from  other  countries. 

We  may  therefore  fafely  affirm,  that  nothing  can  be  of  fuch  confequence  to- 
Britain  as  the  improvement  of  her  colonies  ;  and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  is  a  confi- 
deration  that  muft  powerfully  recommend  this  to  our  attention,  that  it  lies  wholly  in 
our  power.  We  may  be  difappointed  in  our  views,  with  refpeft  to  other  branches  of 
trade,  by  the  intrigues  of  our  enemies,  or  from  the  want  of  a  i-ight  difpofition  in  our 
friends,  but  with  regard  to  this  great  branch  of  our  commerce,  nothing  can  injure, 
nothing  can  difappoint  us,  nothing  can  abridge  or  defeat  our  fucceffes  therein,  if  we  are 
not  wanting  to  ourfelves.  We  can,  from  our  plantations,  bring  moft  of  thofe  com- 
modities that  are  requifite  for  the  fupport  of  our  foreign  commerce  ;  and  this  is,  as 
well,  or  rather  better,  than  if  we  had  them  here  at  home ;  we  can,  from  our  colonies, 
fupply  ourfelves  with  thofe  neceffaries,  for  want  of  which  only  foreigners  could 
diftrefs  us,  fuch  as  iron,  plank,  hemp,  pitch  and  tar,  and  if  we  fo  pleafed  there  are 
few  things  we  might  not  fetch  from  our  plantations  ;  fmce,  it  is  certain,  that  indigo, 
cochineal,  and  filk,  might  be  had  from  our  fouthern  colonies,  and  many  things  from 
our  northern  fettlements,  that  have  never  been  fo  much  as  talked  of,  but  might  be 
eafily  difcovered,  ifmen  well  verfed  in  minerals  and  metals  werefent  thither.  In  a  word, 
the  plantations  were  an  honour  of  the  laft  age,  and  it  fhould  be  our  ftudy  to  make 
them  the  glory  of  this. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    III. 
AN  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BRITISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  AMERIC/., 

FROM  THE  RESTORATION  OF  KING  CHARLES  II.  TO  THE  REVOLUTION. 

I.  A  fuccinB.  Account  of  commercial  Affairs  at  the  Kin^i  Return,  and  of  the 
Circuinjianccs  that  favoured  the  fettling  7icw  Colonies. — 2.  Jlje  State  of  the  Country  now 
called  Carolina,  from  the  Time  of  its  frjl  Difcovcry  to  the  granting  of  it  to  the  Lords 
Proprietors  by  King  Charles  11.  and  thence  to  the  Surrender  of  that  Patent. — 3.  A 
fjort  Defcripiion  of  the  Country  of  Carolina,  and  the  principal  Places  in  that  Colony. — 
4.  An  Account  of  the  Produce,  People,  Commerce,  Shipping  and  Importance  of  this 
Colony  to  the  BritiJJ:)  Nation. — 5.  The  Grant  of  the  IJJand  ofAntego  to  Lord  Willoughby, 
the  planting  that  Ifland,  its  Produce,  Commerce  and  Shipping. — 6.  The  Conquefi  of 
Nova  Belgta  from  the  Dutch,  the  Gratit  of  that  Country  to  the  Duke  of  York,  whence  is 
derived  its  prefent  Name  of  New  Tork,  and  a  Defence  of  our  Title  to  that  Plantation. — 
7.  An  Account  of  that  Country,  its  Situation,  Climate,  and  ProduSl. — 8.  Of  its  Trade, 
Interefis,  and  Importance  to  Great  Britain. — 9.  The  Grant  of  the  Eafi  and  Wefl  Jerfeys 
to  feveral  Proprietors,  and  the  Extent,  Prcdud  and  Trade  of  thefe  Plcintations.— 
I  o.  The  Settlement  of  the  Ifland  of  New  Providence  and  the  Bahama  IJlands,  their 
prefent  Situation,  and  the  Advantages  that  may  he  expelled  from  them. — 11.  An 
Account  of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  Hudfon^s  Bay  Company  for  facilitating  the  Dif 
covery  of  a  North-wefi  Paffage,  and  of  the  Settlements  that  have  been  made  under  it. — 
12.  The  Motives  upon  which  were  founded  the  Grant  of  the  noble  Country  of  Pen' 
fylvania  to  William  Penn,  Efq.  by  King  Charles  IF. — 13.  An  Account  of  the  Extent, 
Climate,  Soil,  Produce,  and  State  of  that  fiourifoing  Colony. — 14.  The  Commerce, 
Interefis,  and  Importance  of  Penfylvania  to  Britain. — 15.  Remarks  and  Obfervations 
on  the  foregoing  Events. 

I.  ,4  T  the  time  King  Charles  II.  returned  to  the  poffeflion  of  his  dominions,  the 
^^  \_  nature  of  trade  and  the  importance  of  the  plantations  were  generally  underftood, 
and  by  very  few  better  than  the  king  himfelf,  who  had  a  head  mighty  well  turned  for 
the  comprehending  whatever  related  to  maritime  affairs  ;  had  improved  his  notions  on 
that  fubje£l  in  Holland,  and  had  converfed  much  with  perfons  of  quality  and  character, 
who  had  found  it  neceffary  to  feek  flielter  from  their  enemies  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
world.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  foon  after  the  Reltoration  various 
fchemes  were  fet  on  foot  for  enlarging,  and  effeftually  peopling  the  colonies  already 
planted  in  America,  as  well  as  for  fettling  new  colonies  in  fuch  places  as  were  not 
already  occupied  by  our  own  or  any  other  European  nation.  The  king  was  advifcd  by 
fome,  and  folicited  by  others,  to  grant  charters  to  new  colonies  from  various  motives. 
Prince  Robert,  or  as  we  ufually  call  him.  Prince  Rupert,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
had  fpent  fome  years  in  America,  had  great  notions  of  raifmg  a  naval  llrength  there, 
capable  of  diltreiling  the  Spaniards,  and  of  obtaining  a  lliare  of  the  gold  and  filver 
they  bring  from  thence.  He  was  likewife  perfuaded,  that  there  were  veiy  rich  mines 
VOL.  xji.  XX  in 
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in  Florida,  and  was  therefore  for  promoting,  at  any  rate,  difcoveries  and  fettlements  in 
that  country  ;  theEarl  of  Clarendon, Lord  Afliley,  and  feveral  others  of  his  firft  niiniftry, 
confidered  things  in  a  very  different  light :  they  thought  that  plantations  might  be 
made  ufeful  drains  for  carrying  off  warm  and  turbulent  fpirits ;  and  that  by  granting 
liberty  of  confcience  there  to  all  the  different  fefts  who  were  reltrained  at  home,  they 
might  fecure  peace  in  Britain,  and  at  the  fame  time  procure  vaft  profit  from  America ; 
for  it  was  a  fettled  maxim  with  them,  '  that  induftry  was  the  beft  cure  for  enthufiafm  ;* 
which  experience  fliewed  was  extremely  well  founded. 

There  were  fome  other  reafons  that  contributed  not  a  little  to  render  projefts  of 
this  nature  acceptable  to  the  king  ;  for  at  that  time  there  were  numbers  of  people 
that  wanted  fome  eftablifliment  of  this  kind  for  their  fupport,  and  whom  it  was  much 
eafier  to  difpofe  of  in  this  manner,  than  to  find  means  of  rendering  them  eafy  and 
content  at  home.  As,  for  inftance,  multitudes  of  royalifts  who  were  undone  by  the 
war,  and  who  feeing  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  planters  in  Virginia  and  Barba- 
does,  were  better  pleafed  to  feek  new  fortunes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  than  to  continue 
in  a  Hate  of  indigence  and  neceffity  in  England.  Many  likewife  of  the  army  that  had 
been  lately  difbanded,  were  alfo  inclined  to  take  the  liime  method  for  obtaining  a 
comfortable  fubfiftance  ;  and  were  not  afraid  of  danger  and  fatigues  abroad,  to  which 
they  had  been  long  inured  at  home.  There  were  a  third  fort  of  people  who,  either 
from  a  difaffeftion  to  the  government  then  newly  re-eflabliflied,  or  for  fear  of  being 
called  to  an  account  for  what  they  had  done  in  former  times,  were  very  willing  to 
tranfport  themfelves  into  thefe  diftant  parts  of  the  king's  dominions,  that  they  might 
have  a  chance  of  raifing  eflates  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  fecure  from  any  after 
reckonings  for  what,  during  our  long  fcene  of  public  confufions  they  had  been  doing 
here:  we  need  not  wonder  therefore,  that  as  foon  as  the  government  was  a  little 
fettled,  many  propofals  fliould  be  made  for  gratifying  the  friends  to  the  government, 
who  had  very  high  pretenfions  to  the  royal  favour,  with  grants  In  America,  which 
coft  the  crown  nothing,  and  which  afforded  probable  means  of  inriching  particular 
perfons  at  the  fame  time  that  it  opens  a  fure  and  certain  means  of  extending  the 
power,  increafing  the  trade,  and  augmenting  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  We  may  add, 
that  befides  all  thefe  reafons,  expedients,  and  advantages,  there  were  likewife  fome 
of  neceffity  ;  for  it  was  evident  even  to  fuch  as  were  no  great  politicians,  that  if  fome 
meafures  were  not  taken  to  prevent  it,  the  Dutch  and  other  foreigners,  would  infallibly 
fix  themfelves  in  thofe  countries  which  belonged  of  right  to  this  crown,  and  which  had 
been  hitherto  negleSed  ;  and  therefore  it  was  very  wifely  judged,  that  the  plantations 
firfl  fettled,  Ihould  be  in  thofe  parts  of  the  continent  that  were  In  moil  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  other  nations. 

Upon  thefe  confideratlons,  therefore,  the  adminiflration  liftened  very  willingly  £0  a 
propofal  that  was  made  within  two  years  after  the  king  was  reftored,  for  planting  the 
country  now  known  by  the  name  of  Carolina ;  which  feemed  the  tnore  worthy  of 
being  fecured,  as  lying  indifputably  in  the  finefl  climate  in  the  world  ;  and  thereby 
proinifing  the  highell  advantages  to  that  European  nation  which  fhould  fettle  and 
cultivate  it.  Neither  was  it  at  all  improbable,  that  when  the  property  of  this  country 
was  once  fixed  by  a  charter  from  the  crown,  and  large  privileges  offered  to  fuch  as 
would  go  thither  and  fettle,  it  might  be  very  foon  peopled  ;  fince  amongft  the  many 
things  lor  which  that  country  was  undoubtedly  fit,  they  were  likely  to  fall  upon  fome- 
what  that  might  fupport  and  maintain  them  ;  it  is  true  that  many  things  were  given  out 
of  the  country  at  that  time,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  verified  by  experience;  but 

a*  then. 
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then,  3S  we  fliall  (hew  hereafter  at  large,  it  fcems  to  be  rather  imp\itable  to  the  want  of 
intUiftry  and  application  in  the  mhahitants,  than  to  any  defecl  in  the  foil  or  climate  : 
but  to  have  jult  notions  of  this,  and  from  thence  to  form  a  right  idea  of  the  value  of  this 
noble  country,  than  which  the  globe  aifords  not  a  better,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  fliould 
enter  into  a  few  particulars,  that  we  may  thoroughly  apprehend  by  what  right  we  poflefs 
it  ;  how  it  came  to  be  abandoned  by  another  nation  that  feized  it  while  unoccupied  by 
us  ;  after  what  manner  our  firil  plantations  were  made  ;  what  great  changes  have  hap- 
pened in  the  conftitution  of  the  colony  ;  the  ftate  it  is  in  at  prefent  ;  the  benefits  which 
Great  Britain  reaps  from  it,  and  what  reafonable  hopes  there  are,  that  it  may  yet  turn 
more  to  our  advantage.  Of  all  which  heads  we  fliall  treat  as  clearly  and  as  conciiely  as  it 
is  pofiible. 

2.  The  country  of  Carolina  is  part  of  that  vafl  region  of  North  America  which  was 
formerly  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Florida,  a  name  bellowed  by  John  Ponce 
de  Leon,  in  the  Year  1 5 1 2  ;  of  whofe  adventures  and  difcoveries  we  have  already 
ipoken  lai'gely  :  He  advanced,  however,  no  farther  northwards  than  the  river  of 
St.  Matheo,  and  therefore  it  is  plain,  that  the  Spaniards  never  had  anyjuft  title  to 
Carolina  :  But  it  is,  however,  very  true  that  they  flattered  themfelves,  that  his  having 
touched  upon  this  continent,  gave  them  a  right  to  it ;  which  notion,  if  well  founded, 
would  give  us  a  better  right,  fince  Sebaftian  Cabot  had  been  feveral  years  before  on 
the  northern  coaft  of  this  very  country,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  advanced  fo 
far  fouth  as  St.  Matheo.  The  Spaniards,  who  deiired  to  fecure  it  to  themfelves  eight 
years  afterwards,  fent  Vafquez  de  Ayllon  to  make  a  farther  difcovcry  of  it  :  He  came 
upon  the  north  coaft,  and  called  the  north-north-weft  river  by  the  name  of  Jordon. 
He  did  nothing  except  inviting  many  of  the  natives  on  board  his  fliips,  where,  when  he 
had  got  them,  he  hoifted  fail,  and  carried  them  into  miferable  bondage.  In  the  year 
1526,  Charles  V.  Emperor  of  Germany  and  King  of  Spain,  fent  Pamphillo  Narvaez  to 
Florida,  who  ftaid  fo  long  in  the  fouth-weft  part  of  this  country,  which  is  the  mofl: 
barren,  that  his  people  eat  one  another,  his  crew  having  fpent  their  provifions.  Ten. 
years  afterwards,  Ferdinando  Soto  came  hither  in  fearch  of  gold  and  filver  mines, 
having  a  little  army  of  nine  hundred  foot  and  five  hundred  horfe.  Himfelf  and  three 
parts  of  his  foldiers  died  through  want,  by  ficknefs,  and  the  Indians,  and  the  reft,  were 
led  back  by  Lewis  Mofcos  to  New  Spain,  though  not  without  great  difficulty,  the 
natives  fetting  upon  them  feveral  times  in  their  march,  and  killing  all  that  fell  into 
their  hands.  This  unfortunate  and  expenfive  expedition  fo  difcouraged  the 
Spaniards,  that  for  feveral  years  they  made  no  more  attempts  in  thofe  parts,  and 
indeed  they  fearched  no  farther  than  that  part  of  the  continent  which  lies  oppofite  to  the 
gulph  of  New  Spain,  and  not  within,  and  beyond  the  Strelghts  of  Bahama,  which  is 
the  moft  fertile  and  rich,  abounding  in  many  valuable  commodities. 

The  French  perceiving  the  Spaniards  neglefted  this  long  traft  of  land.  Admiral 
Coligny,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  procured  two  of  the  king's  fliips  to  be  fent  thither  ; 
the  command  of  which  he  gave  to  Jean  Ribaut,  who,  after  a  voyage  of  two  months, 
arrived  at  the  River  Dolphin,  between  that  of  St.  Matheo  and  that  of  May  ;  lying 
about  the  30th  degree.  The  next  river  to  that  of  May  he  called  the  Seine,  the  next 
to  that,  the  Somme,  then  Loire,  then  the  Charente  and  Garonne,  at  the  mouth  of 
Albemarle  River,  then  called  the  Great  River.  The  port  being  fafe  and  commodious, 
he  built  a  fort,  which  he  called  Charles  Fort,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Port  Royal,  iu 
32  degrees,  bordering  on  Virginia,  now  North  Carolina,  where  the  iirlt  fettlement 
was  made  by  any  European  nation.  The  civil  war  raging  in  France,  Ribaut's  foldiers 
mutinied  for  want  of  fupplics  j  the  natives,  it  is  true,  were  very  kind  to  them  out  of 

X  X  2  liatrcJ 


340  DISCOV£RIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

hatred  to  the  Spaniards  ;  but  they  could  not  furnlfli  them  with  many  neceflarles  that 
they  wanted  ;  and  the  admiral  was  fo  engaged  in  pohtics  at  home,  that  he  had  not 
leifure  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  his  colony,  fo  Ribaut,  having  made  fome  difcoveries, 
in  the  north-eaft  part  of  Florida,  returned  to  France  ;  and  in  his  return  his  company 
were  reduced  to  fijch  extremity,  that  they  killed  and  eat  one  of  their  own  men,  and 
probably  would  have  done  fo  by  others,  had  they  not  accidentally  met  with  an  Englifli 
fhip  ;  the  mafter  of  which  furnifhed  them  with  fome  provifions.  A  peace  being  con- 
cluded two  years  after  in  France,  between  the  papifts  and  the  proteftants,  Coligny,  who 
was  then  m  favour  at  court,  procured  other  fliips  to  be  fent  to  this  country,  which  was 
now  called  Carolina,  from  Fort  Charles,  as  that  was  from  the  French  king. 

The  command  of  thofe  Ihips  and  men  on  board,  was  given  to  Lewis  Laudoner,  who 
was  ordered  to  carry  on  the  fettlement.  He  arrived  here  the  20th  of  June,  1564,  with 
three  Ihips,  and  was  kindly  received  by  the  inhabitants  ;  but  could  find  no  gold  or 
filver,  though  he  fpent  much  labour  and  time  about  them.  His  provifions  being  almofl 
all  gone,  and  the  natives  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  fumilh  him  with  more,  Laudoner 
refolved  to  return  alfo  to  France  ;  and  as  he  was  preparing  to  depart,  Jean  Ribaut 
arrived  with  three  lliips,  Avhich  had  fo  good  an  elfed  on  the  Indians,  that  they  feemed 
to  be  as  welcome  to  them  as  to  the  French  :  The  Kings  of  Homoloa,  Servaratri, 
Almacam,  Malica,  and  Caflrf,  waited  upon  Ribaut  to  congratulate  his  arrival,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  condufl:  him  to  the  Apalachian  mountains,  which  part  Carolina  from  Virginia. 
The  French  conceived  great  hopes  from  this  fettlement,  but  all  vaniihed  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  with  a  fqua Jron  of  fhips  and  land  forces  drove  the  French  out  of 
their  forts,  killed  Ribaut  and  fix  hundred  men,  after  having  given  them  quarter,  and 
obliged  Laudoner,  with  a  few  of  his  coimtrymen  who  remained  alive,  to  return  to  France. 

The  French  king  was  lefs  moved  v/ith  this  outrage  committed  on  his  fubjects,  becaufe 
they  were  proteftants ;  and  indeed,  if  i'  thought,  Coligny  intended  by  this  fettlement 
to  fecure  a  retreat  for  himfelf  and  his  brethren  of  the  reformed  religion  in  cafe  they 
were  conquered  in  France.  Peter  Melanda  commanded  the  Spaniards,  who  diflodged 
the  French,  and  fo  provoked  the  Indians,  by  his  cruelty  and  injuftice,  that  they  were 
very  ready  to  revenge  themfelves  when  opportunity  offered,  as  it  did  not  long  after. 
¥oT  Captain  de  Gorgues,  a  French  gentleman,  at  his  own  coft,  fitted  out  three  ftout 
fliips,  and  with  two  hundred  and  eighty  men  failed  to  Carolina,  where  he  took  the  fort,, 
and  put  the  Spaniards  therein  all  to  the  fword.  They  had  built  two  other  forts,  which 
he  eafily  reduced,  and  ferved  thegarrifons  as  he  did  that  of  Fort  Charles  ;  he  demoliflied 
them,  and  was  aflifled  by  the  kings  of  Homoloa  and  Servaratri.  The  French  travelled 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Great  King  of  Apalacha,  near  the.  mountains,  where  they 
converted  many  Indians  to  Chriflianity.  Thefe  Indians  were  more  civil  than  thofe  to 
the  northward,  their  king's  dominions  larger,  and  their  manners,  in  a  great  meafure, 
refembled  thofe  of  the  Mexicans,  from  whom  they  were  thought  to  be  defcended.  We 
do  not  find  that  Monfieur  de  Gorgues  made  any  fettlement  here,  or  that  the  Spaniards 
endeavoured  to  recover  the  country,  which  from  the  year  1567  lay  defertcd  by  all 
European  nations  until  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  of  England. 

In  the  year  1622  feveral  Englifli  families  flying  from  the  JMafl'acres  of  the  Indians  in 
Virginia  and  New  England,  were  driven  upon  thefe  coafls  and  fettled  in  the  province  of 
Malica  near  the  head  of  the  river  of  May,  where  they  became  a  kind  of  mifiionaries 
among  the  Malicans  and  Apalachites.  The  king  of  the  country  is  faid  to  have  been 
baptized  ;  and  in  the  year  1653,  Mr.  Brigltock,  an  EnglKhman,  went  to  Apalacha, 
where  he  was  honourably  entertained  by  his  countrymen,  who  were  there  before  him, 
and  from  his  relation  of  the  country  ours  is  taken. 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  things,  and  it  had  been  abandoned  by  the  French  for  near 
©ne  hundred  years,  when  king  Charles  the  Second  made  a  grant  thereof,  bearing  date 
March  24,  1663,  to  Edward  Earl  of  Chu-endon,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
England,  George  Duke  of  Albemarle,  William  Lord  Craven,  John  Lord  Berkley^ 
Anthony  Lord  Afhley,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir  William  Berkley,  and  Sir  Joha 
Colliton,  from  the  north-end  of  the  illand  called  Luck  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the 
Southern  Virginia  Sea,  and  wit'iin  36  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  to  the  well:, 
as  far  as  the  South  Seas,  and  fo  foutherly  as  far  as  the  river  San  Matheo,  which  borders 
on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  and  is  within  31  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  fo  weft,  in  a 
diretl  line,  as  far  as  the  South  Seas  aforefaid,  with  all  royal  fifherics,  mines,  power  of 
life  and  lin^b,  and  every  thing  neceffary  in  an  abfolute  propriety,  pacing  a  quit-rent  of 
twenty  marks  yearly.  Thefe  proprietors  afterwards  obtained  another  grant,  which 
fomewhat  varied  the  bounds  of  the  province,  by  fixing  its  northern  frontier  at  Carotoch 
River  in  36  degrees  ;^o  nwnufes  north  latitude,  and  extending  it  to  the  latitude  of  29 
degrees  to  the  fouth,  within  which  bounds  both  the  Carolinas  and  the  new  province  of 
Georgia  are  included. 

The  plan  of  government  for  this  new  colony  was  ftruck  out  by  that  great  ftatefman, 
Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftftury,  and  di:,e(led  into  t^vin  by  tlie  famous  Mr.  John  Lock  ;  fo 
that  great  expectations  were  raifed  by  it.  But  Without  entering  into  a  long  detail  upon 
this  fubjeft,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  hov/  fair  foe^er  it  might  appear  in  theory,  it  was 
found  by  experience  impoliible  to  carry  it  into  practice  ;  fo  that  after  ftruggling  viith  the 
inconveniences  produced  by  it  for  about  fixty  years,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  p^anters  and 
proprietors  ;  the  only  remedy  that  could  at  laft  be  found,  was  to  get  rid  of  this  fine  fpun 
conftitution,  in  which  it  was  pretended  all  the  errors  of  our  own  v.ere  cured,  and  to  put 
the  province  under  the  protection  and  into  the  hands  of  his  majefly,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done ;  and  this  remedy  has  anfwered  all  the  ends  that  could  be  expetted  from  it  in. 
fo  few  years. 

This  furrender  was  made  by  the  proprietors  to  Edward  Bertie,  Samuel  Horfy,  Henry 
Smith,  and  Alexis  Clayton  Efqrs.  in  truft  for  the  crown.  The  proprietors,  in  their 
own  right,  or  in  truft,  were  then  Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort,  William  Lord  Craven, 
James  Bertie  Efq.  Doddington  Greville  Efq.  Henry  Berrie  Efq.  Mary  Danfon,  Eliza- 
beth More,  Sir  John  Colliton,  John  Cotton,  and  Jofeph  Blake  Efqrs.  who  were  pof- 
feffed  of  feven-eighths  of  the  propriety  of  the  province,  and  fold  it  to  the  crown  for 
17,500].  Each  proprietor,  w^ho  had  a  whole  fliare,  having  2,500).  The  outftanding 
quit-rents,  and  other  incomes,  due  to  the  proprietors  from  the  people  of  the  province 
amounting  to  fomewhat  above  9,000!.  alfo  were  fold  to  the  crown  for  5,000!.  wliicli 
was  paid  to  the  above  mentioned  proprietors  after  the  fale  and  furrender  had  been  con- 
firmed by  a  particular  act  of  parliament,  in  the  year  1728,  entitled,  "An  act  for 
•'  eftablifhing  an  agreement  with  feven  of  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  for  furrendef" 
"  of  their  title  and  intereft  in  that  province  to  his  majefty."  It  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing claufe  in  the  act  of  parliament,  that  the  remaining  one-eighth  of  the  propriety, 
and  arrears  of  quit  rents  aforefaid,  were  referved  to  the  right  honourable  Jolni  Lord 
Carteret,  now  earl  of  Granville,  "  Saving  and  reierving  always  to  the  faid  John  I.,ord 
"  Carteret,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminiitrators,  and  aifigns,  all  fuch  eftate,  right, 
"  title,  &c.  to  one  eighth-part  of  the  fiiid  province  or  territories,  and  to  one-eighth 
"  part  of  all  arrears,  &c." 

In  confequence  of  the  powers  granted  to  his  majefly  by  this  a£t,  he  has  ever  fince  ap- 
pointed governors  of  North  and  South  CaroHna,  and  there  is  a  great  profpeft  of  its 
becoming  a  purchafe  highly  beneficial  to  tlie  crown^  which  will,  however,  in  a  great 
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ineafure  depend  on  the  capacity  and  conduQ:  of  the  governors  they  fend  thither,  wha 
ought  to  have  true  notions  of  the  interefts  ot  king  and  people,  and  a  firninefs  of  mind 
equally  capable  of  refilling  flattery  and  defpifing  clamour,  to  both  which  he  will  be  as 
much  expofed  in  thefe,  as  in  any  other  countries  in  the  world,  if  from  what  has  already 
paffed,  we  may  form  any  judgment  of  what  will  happen  in  fucceeding  times. 

3.  After  having  given  the  reader  an  account  of  the  time  and  manner  in  which  we 
became  poffeffed  of  this  colony,  and  the  means  by  which  its  government  has  been 
changed  fmce  it  was  fettled,  we  are  next  to  enter  into  an  exaft  defcription  of  the 
country  itlelf,  that  the  reader  may  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  value  of  tills 
plantation,  and  of  the  certainty  of  thofe  rules,  for  determining  the  bed  climates,  and 
the  commodities  that  may  be  expected,  either  from  the  bounty  of  nature,  or  the 
induftry  of  the  inhabitants  ;  with  refpefl:  to  \\  hich,  more  rational  hopes  could  fcarce  be 
formed  of  any  place  in  our  poffeihon,  or,  indeed,  of  any  European  nation  in  America, 
than  of  this  ;  which,  in  point  of  fituation,  as  I  have  hinted  more  than  once,  is  as  happy 
as  could  be  widied,  and  in  that  refped  certainly  merits  the  reader's  particular  attention. 
Carolina  is  fituated  between  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  but  the  heat  is  more 
troublefome  in  fummer  than  the  cold  in  winter,  their  winters  being  very  (hort,  and  their 
frolly  mornings  frequently  fucceeded  by  warm  days.  The  air  is,  for  the  mod  part, 
ferene  and  clear,  both  in  fummer  and  winter  ;  yet  they  have  their  winter  rains,  and 
fometimes  very  heavy  fhowers  about  midfummer  ;  and  efpecially  if  the  wind  changes 
fuddenly  from  the  fouth-eafi:  to  the  north-weft,  for  then  it  blows  exceeding  cold,  and 
brings  diftempers  on  thofe  who  do  not  take  care  to  guard  againft  it  ;  but  the  country  is 
generally  healthful,  where  people  live  regularly,  and  ufe  any  precaution  :  Thofe,  indeed, 
who  after  a  hot  day  expofe  themfelves  to  the  cool  breezes  of  the  evening,  uiually  feel 
the  eftedls  of  it,  as  others  do  that  indulge  their  appetites  in  eating  fruit,  and  drinking 
pernicious  liquors  to  excefs. 

They  are  fubject  to  hurricanes  as  well  as  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  but  thefe  do  not 
happen  every  year  ;  and  fometimes  are  fo  favourable  as  not  to  do  much  mifchief  in 
fcven  years.  There  was  a  very  terrible  one  which  happened  in  the  year  1729.  This 
province  is  now  divided  into  North  and  South  Carolina  ;  and,  as  we  have  before 
fhewn,  the  country  now  known  by  the  name  of  Georgia  is  alfo  within  the  original 
limits  of  this  colony.  At  prefent  we  fliall  concern  ourfelves  only  with  the  two  firft  men- 
tioned provinces,  intending  to  fpeak  more  of  the  laft  in  its  proper  place.  North 
Carolina  is  bounded  by  Virginia  on  the  north,  the  ocean  on  the  eaft,  by  a  line  drawn 
in  34  degrees  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains  on  the  fouth,  and  by  that  part  ot  Florida, 
pollefled  by  the  Indians,  on  the  weft,  and  is  fubdivided  into  fourteen  townfliips  or 
pariflies.  But  there  is  not  one  town  or  church,  as  I  can  learn,  in  the  country  ;  and 
it  is  but  very  lately  that  the  foclety  for  the  propagating  the  gofpel  has  fcnt  itinerant 
preachers  amongft  them.  South  Carolina  is  divided  from  Nortii  Carolina,  by  tlie  above- 
faid  imaginary  line  on  the  north,  by  the  ocean  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river  Savannah,  which 
feparates  it  from  Georgia,  on  the  fouth,  and  by  the  country  of  the  Indians  on  the  weft, 
being  fubdivided  into  fourteen  parifties  or  townihips,  each  of  them  having  a  good  church 
of  brick  or  timber. 

But  the  chief  and  almoft  the  only  town  in  both  Carolina's,  is  Charles  Town,  fituate 
in  32  degrees  45  minutes  north  latitude,  and  on  the  point  of  a  peninfula,  formed  by 
Alhly  and  Cooper  Rivers  ;  the  former  of  which  is  navigable  for  fhips  twenty  miles 
above  the  town  ;  and  for  boats  and  pettyaugers  (large  canoes)  near  40  miles.  The 
other  river  is  not  navigable  for  fhips  fo  far,  but  for  boats  and  pettyaugers  much  farther  ; 
the  bar  before  the  harbour  has  fixteen  feet  water  at  a  low  tide,  and  there  is  good 
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riding  when  a  ftiip  is  got  clofe  to  tlie  town,  the  harbour  being  fecured'  by  a  Fnrt  called 
Johnfcin's  Fort,  which  has  about  twenty  guns  in  it,  level  with  the-  fmface  of  the  water. 
The  town  was  regularly  fortified  fome  years  ago,  and  leveral  ot  tb.e  baiUons,  near 
the  water,  are  Hill  in  being,  and  in  good  repair.  But  the  baftions,  pallifadoes,  and 
foile,  next  the  land,  being  much  damaged  by  a  hurricane,  and  deemed  of  too  great 
an  extent  to  be  defended  by  the  inhabitants,  General^  NIcholfon  caulcd  them  to  be 
demoliflied.  The  town  now  contains  npwards  of  fix  hundred  houfes,  generally  well 
built,  fome  of  them  of  brick,  but  more  of  timber,  and  mofl  of  them  faflied,  forming 
regular  and  fpacious  flreets  ;  and  their  church  is  much  the  moft  magnificent  in  Englilh 
America,  having  three  ifles,  an  organ,  and  gallery  all  round  the  church. 

The  town  ot  Beatifort  is  fituated  on  the  ifland  of  Port  Royal,  in  3 1  degrees  40 
minutes  north  latitude,  an  hundred  miles  fouth  of  Charles  Town  ;  the  continent  and 
ifland  forming  a  fine  capacious  harbour,  which  might  hold  the  Royal  Navy  of  England, 
The  iiland  on  which  the  town  ftands,  confifts  of  near  one  thoufand  acres,  and  is 
navigable  all  round  for  boats  and  pett)-augers,  and  one  half  of  it  for  fliipping,  having 
four  fathom  water  clofe  to  the  high  bluff,  fo  that  fliips  may  load  and  unload  from  the 
fhore,  without  the  affiftance  of  boats.  The  harbour  is  fecured  by  a  fort  built  fome 
years  fmce,  on  which  twelve  culverins  are  mounted,  but  the  town  and  ifland  have  no 
fortification  ;  nor  is  the  harbour  fo  well  fortified  as  a  place  of  this  importance  deferves, 
efpecially  as  it  Hes  fo  nigh  Spanifh  Florida,  and  is  faid  to  be  demanded  by  the  Spaniards 
as  part  of  their  territories.  There  is  not,  indeed,  above  fifty  or  three  fcore  houfes  in 
the  town  of  Beaufort  at  prefent,  but  from  its  advantageous  fituation,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  the  harbour,  it  is  expefted  that  this  town  will  one  day  be  the  capital  of  Carolina  :  It 
is  already  the  ftation  for  the  Britifli  fquadron  in  thofe  feas.  There  is  another  port  town 
lately  erefted  at  Wingaw,  about  fifty  miles  to  the  northward  of  Charles  Town,  to  which 
they  have  given  the  name  of  George  Town,  and  the  fociety  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  have  a  miffionary  here. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  large  defcription  of  this  country,  or  of  the  towns 
that  are  erefted  in  it ;  only  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  that  North  Carolina  is  within  thefe 
few  years  become  quite  a  different  country  from  what  it  was,  and  the  number  of  people 
therein  is  continually  increafing  ;  fo  that  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  that  whenever 
the  inhabitants  are  blefl'ed  v/ith  a  wife,  active,  prudent,  and  public  fpirited  governor, 
this  country  may  be  fo  improved,  as  to  become  infinitely  more  valuable  than  from  any 
of  the  accounts  hitherto  received  of  it  could  be  expected.  Indeed  it  may  juflly  be 
affirmed  that  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  all  our  colonies  depend  fo  much  upon  the 
choice  of  governors,  that  we  can  fcarce  conceive  any  thing  of  fo  great  importance  as  the 
crown's  being  extremely  careful  to  veil  none  with  fuch  authority,  but  men  of  known 
capacity,  ellablilhed  reputation,  and  competent  fortunes. 

4.  As  to  the  produce,  ftrength,  and  commerce  of  Carolina,  the  beff  account  we 
have,  is  from  Colonel  Purry,  a  man  of  great  judgment,  induftry,  and  integrity,  who 
went  thither  with  a  view  to  fettle,  as  he  did,  and  therefore  his  accounts  may  be  very 
fafely  depended  upon.  He  obferves  that  all  forts  of  trees  and  plants  will  grow  there  as 
well  as  can  be  wifhed  ;  particularly  vines,  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peafe,  beans,  hemp,  flax, 
cotton,  tobacco,  indigo,  olives,  orange  trees,  and  citron  trees,  as  alio  white  mulberry 
trees  for  feeding  of  filkworms  ;  and  that  the  lands  are  not  diilicult  to  clear,  becaufe 
there  are  neither  flones  nor  brambles,  but  only  great  trees,  which  do  not  grow  very, 
thick,  fo  that  more  land  may  be  cleared  there  in  one  week,  than  could  be  done  in 
Europe  in  a  month.  The  cuflom  of  the  country  is,  that  after  having  cut  down  thefe 
great  trees,  they  leave  the  flumps  for  four  or  five  years  to  rot,  and  afterwards  eafily 
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root  them  up,  in  order  to  manure  the  land.     It  is  therefore  very  certain  that  Carolina 
is  in  general  an  excellent  country. 

It  is  true  the  ground  is  fandy,  but  then  it  is  a  fand  impregnated  with  fait  or  nitre,  fo 
that  it  brings  forth  in  great  abundance,  as  the  like  foil  does  in  divers  parts  of  Europe. 
But  what  feems  peculiar  to  Carolina,  there  are  a  great  number  of  plantations  that  have 
been  continually  cultivated  for  near  feventy  years,  which  yet  produce  great  plenty,  with- 
out ever  being  manured  by  the  leaft  dung,  for  they  never  lay  any  on  their  grounds  ;  the 
planter  only  turns  up  the  fuperficies  of  the  earth,  and  all  that  he  plants  and  fows  therein 
quickly  grows  and  thrives  :  Thofe  who  underftand  ever  fo  little  of  agriculture  will  be 
obliged  to  own,  that  if  the  lands  in  Europe  were  not  conflantly  manured,  their  ftrengtii 
would  be  fo  cxhaufted  that  at  length  the  Crops  would  not  pay  for  their  feed  ;  but  a  man 
who  has  a  little  land  in  Carolina,  and  is  not  willing  to  work  above  two  or  three  hours  in 
a  day,  may  very  eafily  live  there,  even  on  fo  little  labour.  Another  confideration 
deferving  our  notice  is,  the  progrefs  of  the  firfl:  colonies  ;  their  fudden  advancement  ; 
the  riches  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  ;  the  great  number  of  public  expences  for  which 
they  provide  ;  the  great  trade  they  carry  on  at  prefent  ;  and  laftly,  their  misfortunes 
and  lofl'es,  which  are  entirely  repaired.  The  better  to  comprehend  thefe  matters,  we 
fhall  only  make  the  following  obierv^ations  :  That  there  v/ere  no  people  in  Carolina  till 
near  fourfcore  years  ago  ;  for  the  Englilh  did  not  fend  any  thither  till  the  year  1670  : 
That  they  had  at  firft  a  very  fatal  beginning  ;  afflided  with  ficknefs,  and  even  the 
plague,  which  daily  diminifhed  the  number  of  the  people  :  That  cruel  deflrudive  divifions 
broke  out  amongfl  tham  :  That  they  had  a  very  bad  government  under  the  lords  pro- 
prietors, being  alfo  without  juftice,  order,  or  difcipline  :  That  at  a  certain  time  the 
pirates  interrupted  their  trade  and  navigation  :  That  they  have  often  had  great  droughts  : 
That  a  terrible  fire  confumed  almoll  all  Charles  Town  :  That  they  have  been  at  great 
expence  in  fortifications,  public  edifices,  churches,  &c.  That  they  have  often  fuftained 
long  wars  with  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  particularly  with  the  Indians,  who  once 
united  together  to  deftroy  the  whole  province.  That  notwithftanding  all  thefe  misfor- 
tunes, the  people  of  Carolina,  except  thofe  who  give  themfelvcs  up  to  debauchery,  are 
all  rich,  either  in  ilaves,  furniture,  clothes,  plate,  jewels,  or  other  merchandizes, 
but  efpecially  cattle  ;  which  fliews  the  goodnefs  of  the  country  they  inhabit. 

Silk-worms,  in  Carolina,  are  hatched  from  the  egg,  about  the  midle  of  March  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  mulberry  leaves,  which  are  their  food,  begin  to  open  ;  being 
attended  and  fed  fix  weeks,  they  eat  no  more  ;  but  have  fmall  bulhes  fet  up  for  them 
to  fpin  therafelves  into  balls  ;  which  thrown  into  warm  water,  are  wound  off  into  raw 
filk.  Rofin,  tar,  and  pitch,  are  all  produced  from  the  pine  trees  ;  rofin,  by  cutting 
channels  in  the  (landing  green  trees  that  meet  at  a  point  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  where 
is  placed  a  receiver  ;  the  channels  are  cut  as  high  as  one  can  reach  with  an  ax  ;  and  the 
bark  is  peeled  off  from  all  thofe  parts  of  the  tree  that  are  expofed  to  the  fun,  that  the 
heat  of  it  may  the  more  eafily  force  out  the  turpentine,  which  being  taken  from  the 
receiver,  and  melted  in  kettles  becomes  rofin.  Tar  is  made  thus  :  They  prepare  a 
circular  floor  of  clay  declining  a  little  towards  the  center;  from  which  is  laid  a  pipe  of 
wood,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  even  with  the  floor,  and  reaches  ten  feet  without  the 
circumference ;  under  the  end  the  earth  is  dug  away,  and  barrels  placed  to  receive 
the  tar  as  it  runs  ;  upon  the  floor  is  built  up  a  large  pile  of  dry  pine  wood  fplit  in  pieces, 
and  furrounded  with  a  wall  of  earth,  which  covers  it  all  over  only  a  little  at  the  top, 
where  the  fire  is  firft  kindled  :  After  the  fire  begins  to  burn,  they  cover  it  likewife  with 
earth,  to  the  end  there  may  be  no  flame,  but  only  heat  fuflicient  to  force  the  tar  down- 
ward into  the  floor  ;  they  temper  the  heat  as  they  pleafe,  by  thrufting  a  Hick  through 
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the  earth,  and  letting  the  air  in  at  as  many  places  as  they  fee  convenient.  Pitch  is  made 
by  boiling-  tar  in  large  iron  kettles  fet  in  furnaces,  or  by  burning  it  in  round  clay  holes 
made  in  the  earth. 

Black  cattle  have  mightily  increafed  fmce  the  firft  fettling  of  the  colony.  About 
forty  years  ago  it  was  reckoned  a  great  deal  to  have  three  or  four  cows,  now  fome 
people  have  a  thoufand  head  ;  and  for  one  man  to  have  two  hundred  is  very  common. 
The  cows  graze  in  the  foreft,  and  the  calves  being  feparated  and  kept  in  paftures  fenced 
in,  they  return  home  at  night  to  fuckle  them  ;  they  are  firfl  milked,  then  fliut  up  in 
a  fold  all  night,  milked  again  in  the  moining,  and  then  turned  out  into  the  woods. 
Here  are  hogs  in  abundance ;  they  go  daily  to  feed  in  the  woods,  where  they  rove  feveral 
miles,  feeding  on  nuts  and  roots  ;  but  having  a  fhelter  made  at  home,  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  fomething  oiven  them  to  eat,  they  generally  return  in  the  evening.  The  beef 
and  pork  that  are  raifed  here  find  a  good  market  in  the  fugar  iflands. 

The  trade  of  Carolina  is  now  fo  confiderable,  that  of  late  years  there  have  failed  from 
thence,  annually,  above  two  hundred  fliips  laden  with  merchandize  of  the  growth  of 
the  country,  befides  three  fliips  of  war,  which  they  commonly  have  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  commerce  ;  and  lafl  winter  they  had  conftantly  five,  the  leaft  of  which  had  above 
an  hundred  men  on  board.  It  appears  from  the  cuftom-houfe  entries,  from  March 
1730  to  March  1731,  that  there  failed,  within  that  time,  from  Charleftown,  two 
hundred  and  feven  fhips,  mofl:  of  them  for  England  ;  which  carried  among  other 
goods,  forty-one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-feven  barrels  of  rice,  about  five  hun- 
dred pounds  weight  per  barrel  ;  ten  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  pitch  ; 
two  thoufand  fixty-three  of  tar ;  and  ft-ven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  of  turpentine  ;  of 
deer-lkins,  three  hundred  caiks  containing  eight  or  nine  hundred  each  ;  befides  a  vaft 
quantity  of  Indian  corn,  peafe,  beans,  &c.  beef,  pork,  and  other  falted  flefli ;  beams, 
plank,  and  timber  for  building,  moll  part  of  cedar,  cyprcfs,  faflafras,  oak,  walnut, 
and  pine. 

They  carry  on  a  great  trade  with  the  Indians,  from  whence  they  get  their  (^reat 
quantities  of  deer-fkins,  and  of  other  wild  hearts,  in  exchange  for  which  they  give  them 
only  lead,  powder,  coarfe  cloth,  vermillion,  iron,  ftrong  waters,  and  fome  other  goods, 
by  which  they  have  a  very  .confiderable  profit.  The  great  number  of  flaves  makes 
•another  part  of  the  riches  of  this  province,  there  being  above  forty  thoufand  negroes, 
which  are  worth,  one  with  another,  twenty-five  pounds  each.  Artificers  are  fo  fcarce 
at  prefent,  that  all  forts  of  work  is  very  dear  ;  tailors,  flioemakers,  fmiths,  kc. 
would  be  particularly  acceptable  there ;  a  ikilful  carpenter  is  not  afliamed  to  demand 
thirty  fliillings  a  day  befides  his  diet,  and  the  conunon  wages  of  a  workman  is  twenty 
fhillings  per  day,  provided  he  fpeaks  Englifli,  without  which  he  cannot  be  underfliood, 
and  conlequently  not  fo  ufeful  as  others  ;  and  when  a  workman  has  but  ten  fliillings  per 
day,  he  thinks  he  labours  for  alnioll  nothing,  though  he  has  his  maintenance  befides  ;  but 
this  is  Carolina  money.  INIofl  of  their  fhoes  are  brought  from  England,  and  generally 
fell  for  forty  (hillings  per  pair  ;  not  but  that  they  have  hides  enough,  and  veiy  cheap, 
an  ox's  hide  being  fold  for  twenty  fliillings  ;  neither  are  they  deftitute  of  the  means  to 
tan  them,  for  they  make  very  good  lime  with  oyiter-fliells,  and  the  bark  of  oak  trees  is 
fo  plentiful,  that  it  coils  nothing  but  the  trouble  of  gathering  ;  they  tfierefore  want  only 
a  fufiicient  number  of  good  tanners  and  fhoemakers.  1  might  fay  the  fame  of  leather- 
dreffers,  fince  they  fend  every  year  to  England  above  two  hundred  thoufand  deer-fliins 
undreffed  ;  yet  Carolina  produces  ochre  naturally,  and  good  fifh-oil  may  be  had  from 
New  York,  or  New  England,  very  cheap  ;  fb  that  they  might  be  dreifed  and  made  up 
into  breeches  ia  the  country,  for  which  thofe  fkins  are  very  proper,  being  cool  ia 
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fummer,  and  warm  in  winter.  There  is  not  one  potter  in  all  the  province,  and  no 
earthen-ware  but  what  comes  from  England,  nor  glafs  of  any  kind ;  fo  that  a  pot-houfe 
and  a  good  glafs-houfe  would  fucceed  perfeftly  well,  not  only  for  Carolina  but  for  all  the 
colonies  in  America.  There  is  a  kind  of  fand  and  earth  which  would  be  very  proper 
for  thofe  purpofes,  as  alfo  wood  and  fern  in  abundance,  if  they  had  but  workmen  to 
make  ufe  of  them. 

It  may  feem  flrange  to  afErm  this,  in  an  age  when  it  is  well  known,  that  men  are 
inclined  to  go  almofl  any  where,  and  may  be  tempted  to  almoft  any  thing,  from  the 
hopes  of  money.  Thefe  fads,  however,  are  very  true,  neither  is  it  very  difficult  to 
account  for  them  ;  for  if  without  much  labour  and  pains  not  only  a  bare  fubfiftence  may 
be  gained,  but  in  dme  alfo  good  eftates  may  be  raifed  by  methods  already  in  ufe,  we 
are  not  to  expe£t  that  our  people  in  the  colonies  will  either  run  hazards  or  give  them- 
felves  much  trouble  to  ftrike  out  new  ways  to  wealth,  even  though  they  fliould  be  con- 
vinced that  fuch  ways,  at  the  fame  time  they  increafed  their  own  fortunes,  would  prove 
beneficial  to  their  mother-country  likewife.  There  are  indeed  fome  people  who  take  a 
pleafure  in  running  down  the  countries  we  have  planted  in  America,  and  in  making 
their  countrymen  believe  that  they  are  amufed  with  fine  (lories,  without  truth,  or  which, 
at  leaft,  have  but  a  fmall  mixture  of  truth  in  them.  They  fay,  for  inftance,  that  though 
Englilh  wheat  will  grow  in  Carolina,  yet  it  is  apt  to  mildew,  and  almofl  always  runs  up 
into  ftraw,  and  produces  but  a  fmall  grain,  and  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  it  from 
the  weevil.  Thefe,  however,  are  inconveniences  felt  in  other  countries,  where  very 
good  wheat  grows,  for  which  many  remedies  have  been  found  and  applied  with  fuccefs, 
as  doubtlefs  they  might  be  there,  if  the  planters  went  about  it.  The  truth  of  the  matter 
is,  that  rice  is  raifed  without  fo  much  trouble,  and  as  they  can  exchange  this  in  Penr 
fylvania  and  New  York,  almofl  weight  for  weight  for  flour,  they  are  content,  and 
indeed  think  it  a  happinefs  they  can  have  bread  without  being  at  much  pains  in 
procuring  it. 

The  fame  thing  may  be  faidof  wine,  which  it  is  now  generally  agreed  cannot  be  made 
there,  becaufe  their  grapes  ripening  in  June,  when  their  great  heats  and  heavy  rains 
come  on,  are  very  feldom  fit  for  prefllng.  But  it  is  very  certain,  that  this  is  no  better 
than  an  excufe,  fince  the  wild  grape  ripens  in  Oclober,  and  perfons  fkilful  in  vineyards 
would  foon  teach  them  the  means  of  making  ufe  of  thefe.  The  very  fame  objeftions 
were  raifed  in  reference  to  the  country  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  it  was  as 
pofitively  faid  that  no  wine  could  be  made  there,  but  the  Dutch  have  Ihewn  what 
ftrength  there  was  in  tlie  objection,  by  their  improving  into  a  paradife  a  place  we 
depifed,  and  thought  not  worth  the  keeping  ;  and  while  Madeira  is  to  be  had  fo  cheap, 
I  am  convinced  no  grapes  will  ripen  kindly  in  Carolina.  As  to  fdk,  the  fame  objec- 
tion does  not  lie  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  there  are  woods  of  mulberry-trees  there,  upon 
which  the  worms  feed  and  fpin  as  well  as  in  any  place  in  the  world  ;  I  may  add,  that 
fdk  has  been  brought  over  from  Carolina,  as  good,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bed  judges, 
as  any  that  comes  from  Piedmont,  for  which  we  pay  large  fums  of  money  every  year  ; 
but  it  falls  out  unluckily,  that  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  beginning  of  May,  when 
the  worms  want  moll  attendance,  all  the  hands  in  Carolina  are  employed  in  plandng 
and  hoeing  their  rice,  fo  that  they  have  no  time  to  fpare  for  procuring  a  commodity,  of 
which  hitherto  they  do  not  feem  to  know  the  true  value. 

I5ut  all  the  faults  do  not  lie  on  that  fide  of  the  water  ;  fmce  it  is  true,  that  though 
there  comes  a  great  deal  of  j)itch  from  thence,  we  have  but  little  tar  from  Carolina  ; 
whereas,  there  have  been  formerly  many  thoufand  barrels  brought  in  a  year,  not  at  all 
inferior  to  the  befl  tar  from  Norway  ;  which  was,  by  this  means,  reduced  from  three 
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pounds  to  fifteen  fliillings  a  barrel,  with  which  reduftion,  it  feems,  we  are  content  to 
have  recourfe  again  to  the  north  country  tar,  and  no  longer  make  ufe  of  what  might 
come  from  this  plantation.  We  may  from  thefe  few  hints  fee  clearly,  that  as  great  as 
our  trade  to  theie  colonies  is,  it  might  ftill  become  much  greater,  and  that  how  bene- 
ficial foever  they  may  be  to  Great  Britain,  we  are  far  from  derivmg  from  them  all  the 
benefits  we  might  do  ;  and  though  confidered,  in  one  light,  this  feems  a  little  diftaftcful, 
yet,  if  we  view  it  in  another,  it  affords  us  a  very  comfortable  profpeft  ;  fince,  when 
we  are  difpofed  to  apply  ourfelvcs  heartily  to  the  improvement  of  this  commerce,  we 
have  a  moral  certainty,  that  our  endeavours  will  fucceed,  and  that  Great  Britain  can 
never  feel  any  fenfible  decay  of  trade,  while  fhc  preferves  and  cheriflies  her  plantations. 

5.  Among  other  perfons  of  quality  and  diftindion  who  were  juflly  entitled  to  the  favour 
of  king  Charles,  there  were  few  who  had  a  better  title  than  Francis  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  was  governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  who  in  1663  obtained  a  grant  of  the  ifland  of 
Antego,  in  which  he  fettled  a  colony  about  three  years  after.  The  country  had  been 
known  before,  and  if  1  am  not  miflaken,  Sir  Thomas  Warner  had  attempted  to  fettle  it. 
How  it  came  to  pafs  that  after  the  death  of  Lord  Willoughby,  who  removed  hither,  this 
ifland  came  again  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown  I  cannot  fay,  but  without  all  doubt,  the 
faft  is  true,  and  this  ifland  now  makes  a  part  of  the  government  with  the  refl:  of  the 
Leeward  Iflands,  and  is  faid  to  owe  its  prefent  happy  fituation  to  the  care,  induftry, 
and  flcill  of  Sir  Chriflopher  Codrington,  who  made  it  the  feat  of  his  government  when 
he  was  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  thofe  iflands.  It  was  here,  that  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  the  late  Queen's  time  Governor  Park  was  killed  by  the  people  ;  an 
affair  that  will  be  ever  remembered,  both  in  that  part  of  the  world  and  this,  though  it 
does  not  feem  to  be  well  underftood  in  either  ;  the  fadl  mod  certainly  was  barbarous 
and  bloody  enough  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  as  certain  the  provocations  the  people 
had  received  were  great,  which  was  the  reafon  that  moft  of  thofe  concerned  in  this 
murder  efcaped  with  impunity. 

But  our  bufinefs  lies  not  fo  much  with  men  as  with  things,  and  therefore  we  (hall 
proceed  to  the  defcription  of  the  ifland  Antego,  or  as  it  is  fometimes  written  Antigua, 
which  lies  in  16  degrees  1 1  minutes  north  latitude,  and  in  63  degrees  of  longitude  weft 
from  London.  It  is  of  a  circular  form,  about  twenty  miles  in  diameter,  and  near  fixty 
in  circumference.  The  climate  is  not  to  be  boafted  of,  fince  it  is  allowed  to  be  hotter 
than  Barbadoes,  and  very  fubjefl:  to  hurricanes.  The  foil  too  is  fandy,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  ifland  is  overgrown  with  wood  ;  but  the  worft  of  it  is,  that  there  are  but  few  fprings, 
and  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  brook  in  the  whole  ifland,  fo  that  the  people  depend  chiefly 
upon  rain-water,  for  which  they  are  fometimes  diflreffed  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  thefe 
inconveniences,  it  is  a  very  confiderable  and  very  thriving  plantation. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  five  pariflies,  four  of  which  are  towns  ;  as  St.  John's  Town 
to  the  northward,  and  Falmouth,  Parham,  and  Bridge  Town  to  the  fouthward  ;  the 
other  parifli  is  St.  Peter's.  St.  John's  Harbour  is  the  moft  commodious,  befides  which 
there  are  feveral  other  good  harbours,  as  Five  Ifland  Harbour,  fo  called  from  five  little 
iflands  to  theweftward  of  theifle  of  Carflile  Bay  ;  EngUfli  Harbour,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  Falmouth  Town,  defended  by  Charles  Fort  ;  next  to  it  is  Willoughby  Bay  ; 
on  the  eaft  fliore  is  Bridge  Town,  the  Green  Bay,  off  which  is  Green  Ifland  ;  then 
Nonfuch  Harbour,  a  fpacious  bay.  On  this  coaft,  on  the  north-eaft  fhore,  are  feveral 
little  iflands  called  Polecat  Iflands  and  Goat  Ifland,  and  more  to  the  northward  Goana 
Ifland,  Bird  Ifland,  Long  Ifland,  Maiden  Ifland,  Prickle-Pear  Ifland.  The  forts  are 
now  in  pretty  good  repair  ;  Monkfliill  Fort  is  mounted  with  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance, 
it  has  a  magazine  with  about  four  hundred  and  ten  mufliets,  and  eight  hundred  bayonetsj 
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in  good  order  ;  the  other  fort  erefted  at  St.  John's  Harbour,  is  mounted  with  fourteen 
pieces  of  cannon ;  there  are  feven  other  batteries  raifed  for  the  defence  of  fo  many 
landing  places,  in  all  mounted  with  twenty-fix  guns. 

The  capital  of  the  iiland  is  St.  John's  I'cwn,  which  confifts  of  about  two  hundred 
houfes  ;  and  the  number  ot  fouls  in  all  this  colony  are  one  thonfand  five  hundred  at 
prefent.  It  has  greater  plenty  of  cattle  and  other  beads,  efpecially  venifon,  than  any 
other  of  our  Caribbce  lilands  ;  the  animals  of  which  are  much  the  fame,  as  alfo  their 
produftions.  Sugar*,  indigo,  ginger,  and  tobacco,  were  the  chief  growths  aiwl  com- 
modities of  Antego,  when  it  was  firft  planted,  but  now  indigo  and  ginger  are  very 
rarely  cultivated  there.  The  fugar  and  tobacco  were  both  bad  of  the  fort  ;  the  former 
fo  black  and  coarfe,  that  one  would  fcarce  have  thought  any  art  could  have  refined  it ; 
and,  as  if  our  fugar  bakers  fcorned  to  put  fuch  dirt  into  their  coppers,  it  was  generally 
fhipped  ofl"  for  Holland  and  Hamburg,  being  fold  for  fixteen  fliillings  a  hundred  weight, 
when  other  Mufcovado  fugars  fetched  eighteen  or  nhieteen  (hillings  a  hundreds  The 
planters  of  Antego  have  fince  improved  their  art,  and  as  good  Mufcovado  fugar  is  now 
made  there  as  in  any  of  our  fugar  iflands.  They  have  alfo  clayed  fome  fugar,  which 
was  not  known  to  have  been  done  in  Antego  forty  years  ago. 

Though  there  is  not  nmch  tobacco  planted  in  this  ifland,  what  there  is  now  is  not  fo 
bad  as  was  formerly,  when  it  was  fold  for  no  other  ufe  but  to  make  fnuff.  The  wild 
cinnamon  tree  is  faid  to  grow  in  the  lowlands,  or  favanah  woods  in  Antego.  After 
Jamaica  and  Barbadoes,  this  has  been  confidered  by  fome  as  the  moft  confiderable  of 
our  iflands  in  America ;  and  as  there  is  ftill  a  great  quantity  of  land  capable  of  im- 
provement, and  it  is  allowed  the  people  there  might  make  a  third  more  fugar  than  they 
do,  we  may  venture  to  allow,  that  it  either  is,  or  may  be  fo  ;  and  if  we  confider  what 
muft  have  been  gained  by  our  commerce  with  this  ifland  for  upwards  of  fourfcore 
years,  we  cannot  but  judge  that  it  has  been  highly  advantageous  to  this  nation,  and 
very  well  dcferves  all  the  care  and  concern  that  can  pofTibiy  be  exprefl'ed  for  its  pro- 
tection and  prefervation. 

6.  The  next  colony  in  America,  which  our  method  leads  us  to  confider,  is  that  of 
New  York,  which  is  ours  by  a  double  right,  viz.  of  difcovery  and  conqueft.  It  was 
undoubtedly  part  of  the  country,  the  coafts  of  which  were  firft  viewed  by  Sebaftian 
Cabot,  and  as  fuch  made  a  part  of  the  original  province  of  Virginia,  I  mean  the 
country  known  under  that  name  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  afterwards 
within  the  limits  of  the  country,  granted  by  king  James  to  the  weftern  company.  But 
before  it  could  be  fettled,  that  is  about  the  year  1608,  the  famous  navigator  Hudfon 
dlfcovered  that  river  which  has  fince  borne  his  name,  and  the  country  adjacent,  which 
he  afterwards  fold  to  the  Dutch  who  planted  there ;  but  this  was  looked  upon  as  illegal, 
becaufe  they  had  not  king  James's  licence,  which  it  feems  they  afterv^'ards  obtained. 
There  are  fome  Englifti  writers  lb  very  partial  in  favour  of  this  republic,  as  to  be  angry 
ih;  t  this  fettlement  fliould  be  looked  upon  by  us  as  a  kind  of  invafion,  but  furely  thiS' 
is  without  reafon  ;  for  if  the  fubjefts  of  any  country  were  at  liberty  to  fell  and  difpofe 
of  places  they  had  but  juft  feen,  which  was  the  cafe  of  Captain  Hudfon,  the  incon- 
veniences would  be  fo  great  as  to  produce  endlefs  wars,  and  therefore  this  praftice 
muft  be  underftood  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. 

But  however  that  matter  might  be,  king  James  was  fo  great  a  lover  of  peace,  that 
very  probably  he  was  glad  to  rid  himlelf  of  the  prefent  difficulty,  by  granting  them  a 
licence  ;  yet  if  we  duly  confider  this,  the  granting  fuch  a  licence  was  a  thing  very 
deftrudive  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  proved  extremely  pre- 
judicial to  our  northern  colonics,  and  have  been  fuch  a  bone  of  contention,  as  muft 
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have  for  ever  prevented  any  harmony  between  the  maritime  powers.  Thefe  reflections, 
which  rofe  naturally  out  of  the  fubjeft,  have  lecl  me  a  little  from  my  purpofc,  which 
was  to  explain  the  firlt  fettling  here,  which  the  Dutch  made  a  little  before  wc  planted 
New  England  ;  and  from  their  firll  coming,  being  feated  in  iflands  and  at  the  mouth 
of  a  good  river,  their  plantations  were  in  a  thriving  condition,  and  they  began  in 
Holland  to  promife  themfelvcs  vaft  things  from  their  new  colony.  The  Englifli 
puritans  in  Holland,  who  firft  removed  to  America,  intended  to  fettle  here,  having 
had  an  inviting  defcription  of  the  river,  climate  and  foil,  from  the  Hollanders,  who  did 
not  care  however,  that  the  Englifli  ihould  be  fo  near  their  plantations,  as  to  be  tempted 
to  encroach  on  them,  confidering  the  flaw  that  was  in  their  title.  The  Englifli  that 
went  from  Holland,  intended  to  fettle  on  the  coaft  near  Fair  Field  County  in  New 
England,  lying  between  Connedicut  and  Hudfon's  river,  but  the  Dutch  apprehended 
they  would  there  be  too  near  neighbours.  Thefe  Englifli  as  has  been  already  related, 
falling  in  with  Cape  Cod,  after  having  refreflied  a  little,  tacked  about  to  the  fouthward 
for  Hudfon's  river  ;  but  Jones,  who  was  the  mafter  of  the  fliip  they  came  in,  having 
been  bribed  by  the  Hollanders  to  carry  them  and  land  farther  to  the  northward,  inflead 
of  putting  to  fea  entangled  them  among  dangerous  flioals,  which  made  them  willing  to 
get  afliore  where  they  v.tre,  and  give  over  the  defign  upon  Hudfon's  river.  'I'he 
Dutch  had  two  or  three  years  before  been  infulted  here  by  Sir  Samuel  Argall,  in  his 
way  from  Virginia  to  New  Scotland. 

He  deftroyed  their  plantauons,  and  it  was  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future,  they 
applied  to  king  James  lor  his  licence  to  ftay  there  to  build  cottages,  and  to  plant  for 
traflic  as  well  asfubfiftence,  pretending  it  was  only  for  the  convenience  of  their  fliips 
touching  there  for  frefh  water  and  frelh  provilions  in  their  voyage  to  Brazil ;  but  they 
by  little  and  little,  extended  their  limits  every  way,  built  towns,  fortified  them,  and 
became  a  flourifliing  colony.  In  an  ifland,  called  Manahattan,  at  the  mouth  of 
Hudfon's  river,  they  built  a  city  which  they  named  New  Amfl:erdam,  and  the  river 
was  called  by  them  the  Great  River.  The  bay  to  the  eafl;  of  it  had  the  name  of 
NafTau  given  it ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the  river  they  built  a  fort, 
which  they  called  Orange  Fort,  and  from  thence  drove  a  profitable  trade  with  the 
Indians,  v\'ho  came  over  land  as  far  as  from  Quebec,  to  deal  with  them.  Henry 
Chriftian,  the  mafler  of  a  fliip,  the  fame  who  gave  the  name  to  Martha's  Vineyard, 
which  he  difcovered,  as  the  Dutch  fay,  was  the  firft  governor  there,  and  his  fuccefibr 
was  Jacob  Elkin,  put  in  by  the  "Weft  India  Company  in  Holland,  to  whom  the 
ftates-general  granted  this  country.  The  firft  bounds  of  Nova  Belgia  were  Maryland 
on  the  fouth,  the  main  land,  as  far  as  could  be  difcovered  weftward,  which  would 
ftretch  to  the  nations  bordering  on  the  MiililTippi,  the  great  river  of  Canada  north- 
ward, and  New  England  eaftward ;  but,  as  will  appear  hereafter,  the  limits  of  New 
York  are  not  fo  large  at  prefent. 

The  Dutch  colonies  were  in  a  very  thriving  condition  when  they  were  attacked  by 
the  Engliih,  which  was  at  the  opening  the  fit  ft  Dutch  war  in  king  Charles's  reign. 
We  find  fome  writers  very  willing  to  reprefent  this  as  a  very  unjuft  war,  becaufe  Sir 
Robert  Carr  was  fent  to  attack  this  plantation  before  they,  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
could  have  any  notice  of  the  war  ;  but  then  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  it  was 
after  the  Dutch  Admiral  de  Ruyter  attacked  our  fettlements  in  Africa,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  think  that  this  is  fo  very  bad  as  it  has  been  reprefented,  or  that  it  can  at  all 
prejudice  our  title  to  this  country.  The  commifTion  of  Sir  Robert  Carr,  impowering 
him  to  aft  againft  the  Dutch,  was  dated  on  St.  George's  day  1664,  but  he  did  not 
arrive  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year.    He  brought  with  him  between  two  and  three 
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thoufand  men,  and  offering  proteftlon  to  fiich  of  the  inhabitants  as  fubmitted,  he 
became  mailer  of  the  whole  country  without  a  blow  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
people  were  at  all  diipleafed  at  changing  their  mailers.  His  majefty,  after  it  was  re- 
duced, gave  leave  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  to  (lay  as  were  inclined  thereto,  and 
fullered  the  reft  to  depart  freely  with  their  eifefts.  The  number  of  the  latter  was  but 
very  inconfiderable  in  comparifon  of  the  former ;  and  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  who 
was  left  governor  of  the  province,  and  continued  fo  twenty  years,  brought  the  people 
not  only  to  relilh,  but  to  be  in  love  with  the  Englilh  government ;  fo  that  there  never 
w-as  the  lead  dilturbance  among  the  inhabitants  on  the  fcore  of  their  being  fubjeds  to 
England. 

The  Duke  of  York  granted  away  a  part  of  this  province,  as  will  be  fliewn  hereafter  ; 
but  the  remainder,  which  is  what  we  now  ftyle  New  York,  continued  a  royal  govern- 
ment, as  it  Hill  is,  but  very  much  changed  for  the  better  ;  fmce  from  being  one  of  the 
pooreft,  it  is  become  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  that  we  have  in  America,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  colony's  becoming  one  of  the  moil  flourilhing,  and  this,  though  it  has 
had  the  misfortune  ot  being  fometimes  governed  by  men  of  molt  arbitrary  principles, 
and  capable  of  doing  fuch  violent  things,  as  nothing  but  their  diltance  from  Great 
Britain  could,  I  think,  induce  them  to  venture  upon.  The  laft  governor  of  the  Jerfeys, 
who  is  lately  dead,  felt  the  effefts  of  fuch  a  fpirit  when  in  another  ftation,  and  rofe  to 
that  government  by  fullering  with  decency  and  dignity  the  outrages  of  one  clothed 
with  that  authority  ;  but  when  he  came  himfelf  to  execute  that  office,  he  fliewed, 
what  we  very  feldom  fee,  that  there  are  fome  natures  which  even  power  cannot 
corrupt ;  for  he  behaved  fo  well  as  to  abolifh  the  memory  of  part  grievances,  and 
to  leave  a  perfeft  model  for  his  fucceflbrs  in  that  government. 

7.  The  country  of  New  York,  properly  fo  called  fmce  it  became  Englifh,  is  thus 
bounded,  viz.  by  Canada  on  the  north,  New  England  on  the  eaft,  the  ocean  on  the 
fouth,  and  the  five  nations  and  New  Jerfey  on  the  well,  and  is  about  two  hundred 
miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  that  is,  from  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's  river  to  the 
Lake  of  Champlain  or  Corlaer,  and  it  might  be  extended  two  hundred  miles  farther 
north  if  we  poifeiVed  all  the  country  we  claim,  as  far  as  the  river  St.  Laurence  ;  but 
the  French  having  built  forts  on  the  Lake  Champlain,  have  in  a  manner,  expelled  us 
from  the  north  part  of  this  country;  the  Englifh  only  poflefs  the  country  fouth  of  that 
lake  at  prefent,  and  this  is  exceeding  narrow  in  moil  places;  particularly  between 
Connecticut  colony  on  the  eaft,  and  New  Jerfey  on  the  weft,  it  is  fcarce  twenty  miles 
broad.  But  to  this  we  mufl  add  the  ifland  Manhattan,  which  the  city  of  New  York 
ftands  upon,  Staten  Ifland  and  Long  Ifland,  all  which  he  before  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
river,  and  are  comprehended  in  New  York  proper. 

This  province  is  divided  into  ten  counties,  which  going  from  north  to  fouth  down 
Hudfon's  river,  are  Albany,  Ulfter,  Uuchefs,  Orange,  King's  County,  Chefler,  New  York 
County,  Qiieen's  County,  Suflblk  County,  and  Richmond  County,  which  are  pretty 
well  replcnifhcd  with  provifions  and  farms,  but  have  not  many  great  towns  in  them. 
The  chief  towns  of  New  York  city,  Scheneftida,  Albany,  Wellchefter,  &c.  in  all,  or 
moft  of  wliich  towns,  are  mifTionaries,  either  miniflers,  fchool-mafters,  or  catechifts, 
fent  over  and  maintained  chiefly  by  the  fociety  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  who 
have  taken  moft  laudable  care  in  this  refped.  New  York  city  is  fituated  in  40  degrees 
40  minutes  north  latitude,  and  47  degrees  4  minutes  weftern  longitude,  at  the  fouth 
end  of  York  County,  being  an  ifland  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's  river,  about  fourteen 
miles  long  and  two  or  three  broad.  As  this  town  ftands  upon  an  eminence,  and  con- 
tains upwards  of  a  thoufand  houfes  well  built  with  brick  and  ftone,  with  a  wail  and 
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forts,  which  ferve  as  well  for  ornament  as  defence,  there  is  fcarce  any  town  in  North 
America  that  makes  a  better,  and  but  a  very  few  fo  good  an  appearance.  It  has  aifo 
an  excellent  harbour,  furnifhed  with  commodious  quays  and  warehoufes,  and  employs 
fome  hundreds  of  fliips  and  veffcls  in  its  foreign  trade  and  fifheries.  The  public 
buildings  are  the  fevcral  churches  belonging  to  thofe  of  the  church  of  England,  to  the 
Swedes  of  the  Lutheran  perfuafion,  to  the  Dutch  calvinifts,  the  French  refugees,  ami 
the  EngHfli  feftaries  ;  but  the  church  of  England  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  the 
eftablilhed  religion,  becaufe  the  conflitution  of  the  government  is  the  fame  as  in 
England  ;  the  reft,  however,  are  tolerated,  and  capable  of  pofts  in  the  government,  and 
of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  I  apprehend.  The  other  public  buildings 
are  the  Town  Houfe,  and  that  where  their  general  aifemblies  and  courts  of  juflicc  are 
held.  As  to  their  fortifications,  they  are  not,  I  doubt,  capable  of  defending  them 
againft.an  European  enemy,  any  more  than  thofe  in  the  reft  of  the  plantations,  for 
this  unanfwerable  reafon ;  becaufe  they  were  fome  years  ago  confeffed  to  be  fo  bad, 
that  it  was  not  fit  to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  them,  left  foreigners  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  our  weaknefs  on  that  fide.  There  are,  indeed,  four  hundred  regular  troops  fent 
from  England  to  garrifun  this,  and  fome  other  towns  of  this  province ;  of  which  two 
companies  always  are,  or  ought  to  be,  upon  duty  in  this  city  ;  but  admitting  they  wero 
always  compleat,  and  ever  fo  well  difciplined,  this  feems  to  be  but  a  very  inconfiderable 
force  to  defend  a  province  of  this  importance  againft  an  invafion,  unlefs  their  country 
militia  be  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  that  of  other  places. 

As  New  York  may  be  looked  upon  to  be  the  frontier  garrifon  in  the  fouth  againft  an 
invafion  from  any  maritime  power,  fo  Scheneftida  town  and  fort,  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  twenty  miles  north  of  the  town  of  Albany,  may  well  be  deemed  their 
frontier  on  the  north  againft  the  French  of  Canada,  and  their  Indian  allies,  who,  in  the 
year  1688,  furprifed  and  almoft  demolifhed  the  town,  with  the  works  about  it ;  but 
they  have  fince  been  repaired  and  enlarged,  and  fort  Nicholfon  and  fome  other  forts 
ereded  ;  in  which,  and  in  Albany,  the  reit  of  the  regular  troops  are  quartered,  for  the 
defence  of  that  frontier.  Albany  is  a  confiderable  town,  fituated  on  Hudfon's  river,  an 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of  New  York,  having  a  fort  erefted  for  its  defence  j 
and  here  it  is  that  the  Sachems,  or  kings  of  the  five  nations,  meet  the  governors  of 
our  northern  colonies,  to  renew  their  alliances,  and  concert  meafures  for  their  defence 
againft  their  common  enemy,  as  has  been  intimated  already.  South-weft  of  the  ifland 
and  county  of  New  York,  lies  Staten  Ifland,  being  about  ten  miles  in  length  and  fix 
in  breadth,  and  in  it  are  a  great  many  good  farms  and  plantations,  but  not  one  town 
that  I  can  meet  with  in  the  accounts  of  this  province. 

Long  llland  lies  eaft  of  Staten  Ifland,  and  fouth-eaft  of  that  of  New  York,  oppofite 
to  the  colony  of  Connedicut,  being  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and 
generally  about  twelve  in  breadth,  and  contains  three  of  the  counties  above  mentioned, 
viz.  Queen's  County,  Suffolk  County,  and  Richmond  County  ;  the  chief  towns  in 
Queen's  County,  are  Jamaica  and  Hempftead ;  in  Suffolk  County  the  chief  town  is 
Oyfter  Bay.  The  town  of  Richmond  gives  name  to  Richmond  County,  in  which  alfo 
is  the  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  there  alfo  are 
fituated  the  towns  of  North  Caftle  and  New  Windfor.  There  is  a  celebrated  plain 
in  the  midll  of  Long  Ifland,  fixteen  miles  long  and  four  broad,  to  which  they  have 
given  the  name  of  Saliibury  Plain;  having,  as  it  is  faid,  as  fine  a  turf  as  that  on 
Salifbury  Plain  in  old  England  ;  and  there  being  an  excellent  breed  of  horfes  in  the 
ifland,  they  have  races  here  every  feafon,  to  which  the  gentlemen  of  New  England  and 
New  York  refort,  as  they  do  to  Newmarket  with  us.    There  are  other  good  towns 

which 
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which  lie  in  the  county  of  Weftchefter,  on  the  continent  eaflof  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
river,  the  chief  whereof  are  Wellchefler  and  Rye. 

8.  At  the  time  we  became  mafters  of  this  country  it  was  very  thinly  peopled,  in 
comparifon  to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  and  in  no  fmall  danger  from  the  French,  who 
fettled  at  the  back  of  it,  and  the  Indians  who  were  fettled  on  its  frontiers,  but  at 
prefent,  it  is  fafe  enough  from  both  ;  the  number  of  people  being  vaftly  encreafed, 
Ibnie  fay  to  fifty  thoufand,  taking  in  all  forts,  fo  that  the  French  apprehend  danger 
from  us  in  their  turn ;  and  the  Indians  think  themfclves  very  happy  under  our  pro- 
tecl;ion  ;  and  fuch  care  has  been  taken  to  treat  them  with  proper  kindnefs,  as  to  pre- 
ferve  them  in  our  interell,  as  eft'edually  as  if  by  force  they  had  been  reduced  to  be  our 
fubjects.  They  fupply  the  Englifli  in  the  fummer  with  venifoa,  fiih  and  fowl,  very 
cheap.  The  trade  from  New  York  to  the  fugar  iflands,  particularly  Barbadoes,  which 
is  very  confiderable,  is  in  corn,  flour,  bread,  beef,  pork,  peafe,  bacon  gamons,  fmoked 
beef,  apples,  onions,  board  and  pipe-ftaves,  for  which  they  receive  in  return,  fugar, 
molofles,  rum,  ginger,  &c. 

The  New  York  merchants  drive  alfo  a  very  advantageous  trade  with  Madeira  and 
the  Azores  in  pipe-ftaves  and  fifli,  for  which  they  load  their  fhips  back  with  wine  and 
brandy  ;  and,  generally  fpeaking,  there  is  fcarce  a  more  profitable  trade  in  the  Briiiih 
commerce.  I  am  very  well  warranted  in  faying  this,  by  what  the  agents  for  the  colony 
alledged  upon  the  difpute  with  the  fugar  plantations,  of  which  we  have  given  fo  large  an 
account.  They  affirm,  that  their  winters  being  fevere  they  take  off  more  of  the 
woollen  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  than  all  the  iilands  put  together,  Jamaica  excepted ; 
and  return  more  gold  and  filver  to  pay  for  them,  which  I  never  heard  was  denied. 
What  they  alledge  in  juflification  of  their  dealing  with  the  French  fettlements  is  lingular 
enough,  and  deferves  particular  notice.  They  fay  that  they  trade  with  what  they  have, 
with  thofe  who  will  purchafe  it,  and  that  while  they  do  this  they  fhall  hve  well,  clothe 
themfelves  in  Englilh  fluffs,  and  pay  for  them  honeftly ;  but  if  they  are  deprived  of 
this  trade,  the  profits  of  which  enable  them  to  pay  for  Englifli  clothing,  they  mufl 
endeavour  to  make  ufe  of  their  own  wool,  and  fupply  themfelves  as  well  as  they  can. 
If  this  fliould  be  prohibited,  they  affirm,  they  mult  ablblutely  go  naked. 

This,  perhaps,  is  flraining  the  matter  a  little  beyond  the  truth;  but  beyond  all  doubt, 
this  colony  is  very  ufeful  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  other  bread 
colonies,  as  they  are  called,  the  fole  fource  of  our  foreign  fugar  trade,  as  in  a  few 
words  may  be  fhewn.  The  fugar  iflands  muft  depend  for  their  fubfillence,  either  upon 
the  Britifh  iflands  or  upon  thefe  colonies  ;  fince  it  is  very  certain,  that  if  they  were  to 
draw  all  their  maintenance  from  hence,  granting  that  to  be  polfible,  it  would  make 
labour  in  thofe  iflands  fo  dear  that  no  fugar  at  all  could  be  exported.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  people  of  New  York  fliould  be  forced  to  fet  up  manufaftures  of  their  own,  this 
would  employ  fo  many  hands  as  muft  necefiarily  raiie  the  price  of  provifions,  and  this 
confequently  would  have  in  a  great  meafure,  the  l^ime  bad  eftefl  in  making  labour  dear 
in  the  iflands.  It  is  therefore  the  bufmefs  of  Great  Britain  to  take  care  of  both,  and  not 
to  fide  haftily  with  eithcn-. 

But  it  is  more  efpecially  our  bufinefs  to  prevent  fetting  up  manufaftures  in  tlie  plan- 
tations on  the  continent ;  becaufe  this  would  injure  the  trade  between  us  and  them, 
leflen  the  fliipping  employed  therein,  decreafe  the  number  of  our  feamen,  and  detach 
thcle  colonics  in  a  great  meafure  from  their  mother  country  ;  which,  as  they  are  evils 
not  to  be  borne,  fo  too  much  diligence  cannot  be  ufed  to  avoid  them.  As  things  ftand  at 
prefent,  there  is  not  a  colony  in  America  which  makes  a  better  figure  than  New  York, 
or  where  the  people  fecm  to  have  a  greater  fpirit  of  induftry,ormore  hearty  afledion  to 
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the  Brltifli  nation  ;  and  it  is  univerfally  agreed,  liiat  the  city  of  New  York  is,  in  point  of 
good  govei-nment  and  politenels,  at  leall  equal,  if"  not  fuperior,  to  any  thing  we  polVefs 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  and  as  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  part  of  the  colony, 
they  are  our  bell  difencc  againft  the  French,  and  are  every  day  gaining  upon  them  in 
point  of  trade  with  the  Indians ;  which  are  certainly  circumftances  that  deferve  the 
utmoft  con fi deration,  and  ought  above  all  others,  to  rocoinmcnd  this  plantation  to  the 
protection  and  favour  of  the  Britifh  government ;  which  no  doubt  they  will  always  meet 
with  while  they  continue,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  to  ftudy  by  every  method  to 
■deferve  it. 

9.  The  countries  now  called  the  Jerfeys,  or  with  greater'proprioty,  the  Eafl;  and  Wefl: 
Jerfeys,  come  next  in  our  way.  Thefe  fell  undpr  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  by  conqueft,  at  the  fame  time  with,  and  as  making  a  part  of  Nova  Belgia  ;  and  if 
to  this  right,  acquired  by  war,  or  rather  vindicated  by  it,  for  I  conceive  that  the 
dominion  of  this  country,  which  was  all  that  we  gained  by  the  war,  we  had  a  very  juft 
title  to  before ;  if,  I  fay,  there  was  any  thing  wanting  to  fill  up  the  meafurc  of  our 
claim,  it  was  certainly  made  up  by  the  peace,  fmce  an  equivalent  was  then  given  to  the 
Dutch  ;  fo  that  both  nations  had  very  good  reafon  to  be  content.  In  order,  however 
to  obtain  a  jufl:  and  clear  notion  of  the  hiftoryand  condition  of  this  tracl  of  country  it 
is  necefiary  te  obferve,  that  even  the  Dutch  were  not  the  original  inhabitants  of  it ;  the 
feveral  voyages  that  had  been  made  for  the  planting  of  Virginia,  made  thefe  coafts 
very  well  known  to  multitudes  of  Englifli  feamen,  and  thefe  being  diiperfed  into 
different  parts  of  the  world,  carried  the  news  of  thefe  rich  and  pleafant  lands  in  America 
along  with  them  wherefoever  they  went,  which  infpired  ftrangers  with  flrong  defires 
of  occupying  what  we  feemed  to  have  abandoned,  or  the  fettling  of  which  was  beyond 
our  ftrength,  at  leaft  at  that  time. 

The  firft  Europeans  that  fettled  here  were  the  Swedes,  who  had  three  towns  in  this 
province,  Chriftina,  called  by  the  Indians  Andaftaka,  Elfinbourg,  and  Gottembourg. 
Their  fettlements  were  chiefly  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river  towards  Penfvlvania  • 
oppofite  to  which  there  is  a  place,  to  this  day  called  Fort  Elfinbourg  ;  but  the  Swedes 
made  very  little  of  their  plantation,  and  the  Dutch,  always  induftrious  for  their  own 
advantage,  worked  them  fo  far  out  of  it,  that  Bergen,  the  northern  part  of  the  New 
Jerfey,  was  almoft  entirely  new  planted  by  Hollanders.  King  Charles  II.  gave  thi* 
trad,  in  his  grant  of  Nova  Belgia  to  the  duke  of  York  ;  but  the  Englifli  never  made 
any  fettlement  in  it  till  feveral  years  after  they  were  in  the  poflefhon  of  that  province, 
and  had  mightly  extended  their  plantations. 

The  Duke  of  York  having  invefted  this  province  by  the  name  of  Nova  Caneria,  in 
John  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  they  or  their  afTignees,  agreed  to  divide 
it  into  two  parts,  denominated  Eaft  and  Weft  New  Jerfeys,  which  remained  two  diflinct 
proprieties  and  governments  for  many  years  afterwards,  as  will  be  fhewn  :  Eafl  New 
Jeri^y,  or  that  part  of  it  which  borders  on  New  York,  fell  to  Sir  George  Carteret  • 
whofe  family  being  of  the  iile  of  Jerfey,  this  province  on  that  account  took  its  name 
from  thence.  Weil  New  Jerfey,  that  part  of  it  which  borders  on  Penfylvania,  fell  to  the 
Lord  Berkeley.  This  whole  province,  containing  the  two  Jerfeys,  is  thus  bounded ;  it  has 
the  main  ocean  on  the  fouth-eafl,  the  river  Delawar  on  the  weft,  Hudfon's  river  on  the 
eaft,  and  the  main  land  on  the  north  ;  it  lies  between  39  and  40  degrees  north  latitude  • 
extentls  itfelf  in  length  on  the  fea  coafls,  and  along  Hudfon's  river,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  and  is  almofl  as  broad  as  long  where  it  is  broadefl.  We  mufl  now  take 
fome  notice  of  the  province  as  it  was  under  the  divifion  of  eafl  and  wefl,  and  was 
divided  into  two  proprieties  j  of  thefcj  the  largeft  and  moil  inhabited,  was  Eail  Jerfey, 
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which  extended  eaftward  and  northward  all  along  the  fea  coafl:  and  Hudfon's  river, 
from  Little  Egg  harbour  to  that  part  of  Hudfon's  river  which  is  41  degrees  north  lati- 
tude ;  and  fouthward  and  weftward  was  divided  from  Weft  Jerfey  by  a  line  of  partition 
from  Egg  harb:>ur,  or  Crefwick  river.  Stony  river,  and  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan 
river;  it  extends  in  length  along  Hudfon's  river,  and  on  the  coafts,  100  miles;  in 
breadth  it  is  very  unequal ;  it  is  divided  into  counties,  for  which  there  was  little  occa- 
fion,  as  Bergen  County,  Eflex  County,  Middlefex  on  the  north  fide  of  Raritan  river, 
and  Monmouth  County  on  the  fouth.  According  to  fome  writers,  Weft  Jerfey  is 
divided  from  the  other  by  a  line  from  north  to  fouth  ;  contains  the  like  number  of 
counties,  viz.  Burlington,  Gloucefter,  Salem,  and  Cape  May. 

Thefe  two  provinces  are  in  the  hands  of  different  proprietors,  who  made  many  affign- 
ments  of  their  rights,  which  would  take  up  too  much  room  to  enter  into  the  detail  of 
here,  and  therefore  we  fliall  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  the  proprietors  both 
of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfeys,  on  the  22d  of  April  1702,  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  they  have  been  ever  fmce  governed  by  the  royal  authority,  having 
a  governor,  council,  and  aflembly  ;  which  governor  has  power  of  appointing  a  deputy. 
We  muft  alfo  remark,  that  fometimes  this  government  has  been  granted  by  a  feparate 
commilTion  to  the  fame  perfon  intrufted  vwth  that  of  New  York ;  but  at  prefent  they 
are  in  different  hands.  The  chief  towns  in  the  Jerfeys  are  Perth  Amboy,  the  capital 
of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  of  all  Eaft  Jerfey,  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
Raritan  river,  and,  had  it  been  built  according  to  the  intended  model,  would  have 
been  one  of  the  fineft  towns  in  North  America ;  but  planters  have  not  reforted  to  it,  as 
•was  expefted ;  notwithftanding,  it  is  fo  commodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  that  lliips  of 
three  hundred  tons  may  come  up  in  one  tide,  and  lie  before  the  merchants  doors ;  but 
the  town  of  Elizabeth,  fituate  to  the  north  of  it,  flourilhes  much  more,  and  may  ftill 
be  deemed  the  moft  confiderable  town  ;  in  the  county  of  Bergen,  the  capital  of  the 
.county  of  the  fame  name  ;  Elizabeth  town,  capital  of  the  county  of  Effex,  and  formerly 
of  Middlefex ;  Middleton,  Shrewftjury,  and  Frehold,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth ; 
Burlington  or  Bridlington,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  of  all  Weft 
Jerfey  ;  this  town  is  fituate  40  degrees  40  minutes  of  north  latitude,  on  an  ifland  in  the 
middle  of  the  river  Delawar,  to  the  northward  of  Philadelphia  in  Penfylvania,  and  on 
ihe  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  ;  the  houfes  are  handfomely  built  of  brick,  and  laid  out 
into  fpacious  ftreets,  with  commodious  quays  and  wharfs,  to  which  fhips  of  two  or 
three  hundred  tons  may  come  up  ;  it  has  alfo  a  handfome  market-place,  a  town-houfe 
or  guildhall,  where  the  courts  of  juftice  were  heretofore  held,  and  two  good  bridges 
over  the  river  ;  the  one  called  London-bridge,  and  the  other  York-bridge,  and  having 
an  eafy  communication  with  Philadelphia  and  the  ocean,  by  the  river  Salem,  which 
falls  into  Delawar  bay,  it  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  belt  towns  in  Weft  Jerfey,  whether 
we  confider  its  fituation,  building,  or  trade. 

The  trade  of  the  two  Jerfeys,  as  alfo  the  foil  and  conveniences  of  rivers  and  creeks, 
are  much  the  fame,  except  that  Weft  Jerfey,  by  its  fituation  on  Delawar  river, 
abounds  more  in  the  latter.  The  country  yields  plenty  of  all  forts  of  grain,  and  the 
inhabitants  are  fiud  to  have  been  fo  fcrupulous,  that  they  would  not  enter  upon  a  new 
plantation  before  they  had  purchafed  it  of  the  Indians,  which  they  did  at  no  very  dear 
rate.  It  is  computed  that  they  are  about  fixteen  thoufand  fouls,  and  about  three  thou* 
land  men  fit  to  bear  arms.  There  are  not  two  hundred  Indians  in  this  province,  indeed 
neither  here  or  elfewhere  in  the  Britifh  empire,  are  the  Indians  of  any  force,  unlefs  in 
conjunction  with  the  French  at  Canada,  or  the  Spaniards  in  P'lorida.  Tlie  Indians  are 
BOW  rather  an  help  than  an  hurl  to  the  Knglilh,  and  here  efpecialiy  they  wilh  there 
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V  ere  more  of  them  than  there  are,  fo  \ifeful  have  they  found  them.  Befides  provifions 
for  the  luc;ar  iflands,  the  inhabitants  drive  a  trade  in  furs^and  Ikins,  and  a  little  in 
tobacco  ;  but  it  would  be  well  if  the  colonies  cultivated  that  lefs  and  provifion  more, 
or  any  other  commodities  that  are  fit  for  foreign  markets,  which  are  much  clogged  by 
the  produft  of  our  tobacco  plantations ;  they  fliip  olF  train-oil,  fifh,  corn,  and  fome 
other  provifions  for  Portugal,  Spain  and  the  Canaries ;  fliips  may  be  built  at  Perth, 
but  New  England  engrofles  that  trade,  and  has  the  belt  and  the  moft  materials  for  it ; 
and  it  mull:  be  owned  that  New  York,  is  the  bell  market  New  Jerfey  has,  for  the  buying 
and  felling  any  conhderable  quantity  of  goods  of  any  kind. 

This  may  poiTibly  keep  the  Jerfeys  a  little  under,  hut  notwithftanding  the  difficulties 
they  have  had  to  llruggle  with,  it  is  very  certain  that  within  thefe  twenty  or  tiiiriy 
years  pall  ihey  have  increafed  prodigioully,  and  nothing  can  give  a  check  to  it  except 
lome  fudden  fufpicion  of  their  dealing  in  commodities  and  fetting  up  manufadtures 
which  may  interfere  with  thofe  of  their  mother  country.  I  do  not  deny,  that  if  there 
were  any  jufl  grounds  for  fuch  a  fufpicion  care  ought  to  be  taken  and  fome  remedy 
applied,  but  then  this  requires  great  caution.  In  former  times,  when  we  were  lefs 
ufed  to  trade  we  encouraged  all ;  and  provided  our  people  were  but  employed,  and 
traders  bufy,  we  took  it  for  granted  that  profit  mult  enfue,  and  fo  very  probably  it  did. 
But  the  prefent  age  is  fo  unacquainted  with  the  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  our  riches,  that 
they  rather  interrupt  than  encourage  it,  and  inftead  of  inlarging  lay  hold  of  fome  fmall 
trifling  things  which  they  think  may  touch  their  private  intereft  rather  than  promote  the 
general  good ;  and  it  tiiey  think  any  commodity  from  the  plantations  interferes  with 
fomething  we  have  at  home,  fome  hafty  ftep  is  taken  to  prevent  it ;  fo  that  for  the  fake 
of  faving  one  penny  we  often  debar  ourfelves  of  things  of  a  thoufand  times  the  value. 
This  misfortune  will  happen  to  any  trading  nation,  if  the  perfons  who  have  the  regala« 
tion  of  the  commerce  do  not  underftand  it  well  enough  to  diftinguifli  nicely  between 
thofe  channels  by  which  riches  flow  in  upon  them  and  thofe  that  carry  them  away  ; 
and  therefore,  when  things  are  carried  into  a  wrong  channel  by  fome  of  the  planters, 
merchants  are  afraid  to  mention  thofe  diforders  for  fear  the  remedy  fliould  prove  worfe 
than  the  difeafe.  The  gentlemen  that  would  judge  of  thefe  things  ought  to  inform 
themfelves  what  this  nation  Was  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  how  we  have  increafed 
in  riches  fince  that  time,  what  price  com,  cattle,  and  land  bore  then,  and  vthat  now ; 
and  what  concurring  circumftances  have  put  us  in  fo  flourifliing  a  condition,  who  were 
then  fo  inconfiderable  in  trade,  that  even  London,  the  metropolis  of  this  kingdom, 
made  but  a  fmall  figure  to  what  Bruges,  Antwerp,  and  other  Hanfe  Towns  did,  as  well 
as  the  great  cities  in  the  Mediterranean. 

If  we  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  plantations  and  our 
own,  it  will  appear  that  not  one  fourth  part  of  their  produft  redounds  to  their  own 
profit ;  for,  out  of  all  that  comes  here,  they  only  carry  back  clothing  and  other 
accommodations  for  their  families,  all  which  is  of  the  manufadlure  and  merchandize  of 
this  kingdom.  If  there  is  any  thing  to  fpare  it  is  laid  up  here,  and  their  children  are 
fent  home  to  be  educated ;  if  there  is  enough  to  fupport  the  family  they  come  here, 
and  only  an  overfeer  is  left  upon  the  plantation  to  direft,  aiid  the  whole  produce  is 
remitted  home,  and  if  enough  to  purchafe  an  eftate,  then  it  is  laid  out  in  Old  England. 
All  thefe  advantages  we  receive  by  the  plantations,  befides  the  mortgages  on  the 
planters  eftates,  and  the  high  intereft  they  pay  us,  which  is  very  confiderable ;  and 
therefore  very  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  regulating  all  affairs  of  the  colonies,  that 
the  planters  be  not  put  under  too  many  difficulties,  but  encouraged  to  go  on  cheerfully. 
'I'hey  are  born  with  us,  or  the  defcendants  of  fuch,  and  we  know  nothing  but  the  want 
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of  the  means  to  live  atJiome  keeps  them  abroad.  There  are  very  few  trading  or  manu- 
fafturing  towns  in  the  kingdom  but  have  fome  dependence  on  the  plantation  trade.  It 
is  true,  thefe,  and  in  general  all  the  northern  colonies,  have  not  commodities  and  pre- 
duds  enough  to  fend  us  in  return  for  purchafmg  their  neceflary  clothings,  &c.  but 
are  under  very  great  dilliculties,  and  therefore  any  ordinary  fort  fells  with  them  ;  and 
when  they  are  grown  out  of  fafliion  with  us  they  are  new-fafliioned  enough  there ;  and 
befides  thofe  places  are  the  great  markets  we  have  to  difpofe  of  fuch  goods,  w  hich  are 
generally  fent  at  the  riik  of  the  Ihopkeepers  and  traders  of  England,  who  are  the  great 
exporters,  and  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies,  as  fome  have  imagined.  As  the 
colonies  are  markets  for  thofe  forts  of  goods,  fo  they  are  receptacles  for  young  mer- 
chants who  have  not  flocks  of  their  own,  and  therefore  all  our  plantations  are  filled 
with  fuch  who  receive  the  confignments  of  their  friends  from  hence ;  and  when  they 
have  got  a  fufficient  flock  to  trade  with  they  return  home,  and  other  young  men  take 
their  places,  fo  that  the  continual  motion  and  intercourfe  our  people  have  into  the 
colonies  may  be  compared  to  bees  in  a  hive,  which  go  out  empty,  but  come  home 
loaded ;  by  which  means  the  foundations  of  many  families  are  laid.  The  numbers  of 
failors,  and  other  tradefmen,  who  have  all  their  dependance  upon  this  traffic,  are  pro- 
digioufly  great. 

Our  factors,  who  frequent  the  northern  colonies,  being  under  difficulties  to  make 
returns  for  fuch  goods  as  they  difpofe  of,  what  gold,  filver,  logwood,  and  ether  com- 
modities they  trade  for  upon  the  Spanifli  coaft  is  fent  home  to  England,  as  alfo  oil,^ 
whale-fins,  and  many  other  goods  ;  likewife  another  great  part  of  returns  is  made  by 
fhips  built  there,  and  difpofed  of  in  the  Streights,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  the 
money  remitted  to  us.  Now  all  thofe  fhips  are  called  New  England  fliips,  and  our 
fadors,  after  they  undertake  any  bufmefs,  are  no  longer  called  Englifhmen,  but  New 
Englanders,  and  the  fhips  they  build,  we  are  informed,  are  regiftered  as  New  England 
fliips.  I  fliall  therefore  humbly  recommend  it  to  fuch  gentlemen  as  are  guardians  of 
the  trade  of  the  nation,  that  our  own  interefl  is  not  miifaken  for  thofe  of  the  planters  j 
for  every  reftraint  and  difficulty  put  upon  our  trade  with  them  makes  them  have  recouxfe 
to  their  own  produCfs,  which  they  manufacture,  a  thing  of  great  confequence  to  us, 
and  ought  to  be  guarded  againft ;  for  if  they  are  fupplied  with  their  own  manufaftures,. 
a  great  part  of  the  advantages  we  fliould  otherwife  receive  is  cut  off;  and  therefore,  as 
it  is  eliewhere  obferved,  if  care  is  taken  to  find  them  employment,  and  turn  their 
induflry  another  way,  now  they  are  in  their  infancy,  this  may  with  a  very  little  trouble 
be  avoided. 

There  is  another  advantage  we  receive  by  our  plantations,  which  is  hardly  fo  much 
as  thought  of ;  1  mean  the  prodigious  increafe  of  our  flnpping  by  the  timber  trade, 
between  Portugal,  &c.  and  our  planladons,  which  ought  to  have  all  poflible  encou- 
ragement, for  by  it  we  have  crept  into  all  the  corners  in  Europe,  and  become  the  com- 
mon carriers  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  between  the  Mediterranean,  Holland, 
Hamburg,  and  the  Baltic,  aid  this  is  the  caufeof  fo  great  an  addition  to  our  fliipping, 
and  the  reafon  why  the  Dutch,  &c.  are  fo  exceedingly  funk.  But  if  ever  a  flop  fliould 
be  put  to  the  building  of  fliips  in  New  England,  &c.  and  carrying  our  timber  from 
thence,  we  fhould  foon  fink  in  our  navigation,  and  that  of  the  Dutch  flourilli  in  its 
former  height  and  gr;mdeur.  The  numbers  of  Englifh  fliips,  we  fo  olten  read  of,  that 
are  at  Lifbon,  or  the  Streights,  is  a  fufficient  ueinx)nftration  of  the  truth  of  tliis  ;  doubt- 
lefs  a  great  many  of  thefe  Ihips  are  laden  upon  account  of  the  Dutch,  for  nothing  ii 
more  common  dian  their  hiring  our  fliips  (which  dilchaf,^e  their  loading  in  the  Streights), 
to  tranlbort  their  goods  from  Spain,  &c.  to  Amllerdiun,  and  other  places. 

We 
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We  have  a  great  many  youn<^  Tnen  who  are  bred  to  the  fea,  and  have  friends  to  fup- 
port  them  ;  if  they  cannotget  employment  at  home  they  go  to  New  Enjjland,  and  the 
northern  colonies,  with  a  cargo  of  goods,  which  they  there  fell  at  a  very  great  profit, 
and  with  the  produce  build  a  fliip,  and  purchafe  a  loading  of  lumber,  and  fail  for  Por- 
tugal, or  the  Streights,  &c.  and  after  difpofmg  of  their  cargoes,  they  frequently  ply  from 
port  to  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  till  they  have  cleared  fo  much  money  as  will,  in  a 
good  part,  pav  for  the  firfl  coft  of  the  cargo  carried  out  by  theui ;  and  then,  perhaps, 
fell  their  fhips  ;  come  home  ;  take  up  another  cargo  from  their  employers  ;  and  fo  go 
back  and  build  another  Ihip.  By  this  means  multitudes  of  feamen  are  brought  up,  and 
upon  a  war  the  nation  is  better  provided  with  a  great  number  of  failors,  than  hath  been 
heretofore  known.  Here  the  mafter  becomes  merchant  alfo,  and  many  of  them  gain, 
by  this  lumber  trade,  great  eftates ;  and  a  vail  treafure  is  thereby  yearly  brought  into 
the  kingdom,  in  a  way  new  and  unknown  to  our  forefathers,  and,  indeed,  nt  is  gaiiung 
the  timber  trade  (^heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Danes  and  Swedes),  our  pkmtations 
being  nearer  the  markets  of  Portugal  and  Spain  than  they  are.  Thofe  advantages  have 
made  fome  people  thhik  that  though  we  efteem  New  England,  and  the  northern  colo- 
nies, of  fmall  advantage  to  us,  yet  if  things  were  truly  flated,  they  are  as  profitable  as 
mofl  other  of  our  plantations,  or,  which  amounts  to  the  fame  thing,  the  caufe  of  the 
profits  we  reap  from  thofe  other  colonies,  which,  however,  coming  to  us  immediately 
from  thence,  feem  to  enrich  us  more  than  they  really  do,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
Jiide  from  us  the  true  fources  of  their  own  wealth.     But, 

We  will  now  quit  this  fubjecl,  in  order  to  follow  the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  which 
leads  us  next  to  fpeak  of  the  fettling  the  Bahama  lllands,  places  that  have  not  hitherto 
anfwered  in  any  proportion  to  the  great  expeftations  that  were  raifed  upon  the  fixlfc 
grant  of  them ;  though  this  is  certainly  fo  little  to  be  afcribed  to  tiiem,  that  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  a  general  dil'pofition  in  the  molt  knowing  people  of 
this  kingdom  to  attempt  a  new  fettlement  there,  which  degenerating  into  a  bubble,  all 
hopes  of  that  kind  feem  to  be  loft.  Our  bufinefs,  however,  is  not  with  the  modern, 
but  with  the  antient,  ftate  of  thefe  iflands ;  of  which,  and  of  the  motives  for  fettling 
them,  we  fhall  give  the  cleai'eft  account  we  can. 

ID.  The  Lucayos,  or  Bahama  Iflands,  are  fituated  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  to 
the  north  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  ftretching  from  the  north-ealt  to  the  louth-weft,  between 
21  and  27  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  and  between  73  and  81  degrees  of  weftern 
longitude.  The  ifland  of  Bahama,  which  communicates  its  name  to  the  reft,  is  leated. 
in  the  latitude  of  -26  degrees  30  minutes,  at  the  diftimce  of  about  twenty  and  thirty 
leagues  from  the  continent  of  Florida.  It  is  about  fifty  miles  in  length,  but  very  nar- 
row, fcarce  any  where  fixteen,  and  in  many  places  not  half  fo  broad,  but  very  plealant 
and  fruitful ;  the  air  temperate  and  ferene  ;  the  foil  remarkably  rich,  and  the  country 
every  where  abounding  with  brooks  and  fprings  of  trefh  water. 

Though  thefe  iflands  were  the  firft  fruits  of  the  new  world,  Columbus  arriving  firft 
at  Guanahani,  which  is  one  of  them,  and  to  which  he  gave  the  name  ot  St.  Salvador, 
yet  the  Spaniards  never  thought  of  fettling  there,  but  contented  themfelves  with  extir- 
pating the  native  inhabitants ;  a  moit  barbarous  proceeding  furely,  fince  at  this  time 
they  were  the  beft  people  of  any  part  of  all  America  ;  fo  that  they  wantonly  murdered 
many  thoidands  to  no  purpofe  in  the  world.  As  thefe  iilands  lie  pretty  much  out  of 
the  cnurfe  of  fhips  bound  to  the  continent  of  America,  it  was  long  before  we  had  any 
notice  of  them;  but  in  1667  Captain  William  Sayle,  being  bound  to  Carolina,  was 
forced  by  a  llorm  amongft  thefe  iilands,  which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  examining 

them 
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them  carefully,  particularly  a  large  ifland,  to  which  at  that  time  he  gave  his  own  name, 
and  is  that  which  has  been  fince  known  by  the  name  of  New  Providence. 

Upon  his  return  to  England,  he  acquainted  the  proprietors  of  Carolina  with  the 
fituation  and  circumftances  of  thefe  iflands  ;  obferving,  that  In  cafe  they  were  fettled, 
they  might  prove  a  great  benefit  to  this  nation,  and  at  the  f^\me  time  a  conftant  bar  and 
check  to  the  French  and  Spaniards,  in  cafe  of  a  breach  with  either  or  both  of  thofe 
nations.  Thefe  reafons  being  fuggefted  to  King  Charles  the  lid.  his  majefty  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  make  a  grant  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  between  the  latitudes  of  22  and 
27  degrees,  to  the  following  proprietors ;  viz.  George  Duke  of  Albemarle,  William 
Lord  Craven,  Sir  George  Carteret,  John  Lord  Berkeley,  Anthony  Lord  Afhly,  and 
Sir  Peter  Colliton,  whofe  heirs  or  afligns  are,  as  I  take  it,  poffeffed  of  thefe  iflands  at 
this  day  ;  by  which  I  mean  the  foil  and  property,  for  as  to  the  government,  it  has  been 
for  fome  time  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ;  upon  a  fuppofition  that  this  change  would 
render  thefe  iflands  more  beneficial  to  the  nation,  as  In  procefs  of  time  It  very  probably 
may  ;  but  hitherto  they  have  not  been  of  any  great  fervice  to  the  proprietors,  the  crown, 
or  the  nation ;  as  we  ihall  fliew,  by  entering  a  little  Into  their  hiftory,  from  their  firft 
fettlement  to  the  prefent  times,  for  reafons  that  in  this  hIfl:ory  will  appear. 

Providence  Ifland  lies  In  the  center  of  fome  hundreds  of  Iflands,  fome  of  them  many 
miles  In  length,  others  no  bigger  than  knolls  or  little  rocks,  rifing  above  water ;  fo  that 
one  may  imagine  it  muft  be  very  dangerous  for  fhips  to  be  forced  amongft  them  in  tem- 
pefls.  The  niofl  confiderable  profit  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Providence  was,  by 
the  misfortune  of  fuch  as  were  fliipwrecked,  or  fuch  as,  In  a  winter  voyage  for  the 
continent  of  America,  were  driven  to  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  put  into  Providence  for 
provifions;  for  want  of  which,  after  they  had  lain  a  long  while  beating  oft'  the  Iflands, 
they  ufed  to  be  In  great  diftrefs.  It  Is  true,  this  ifland  had  little  or  none  but  what  came 
from  Carolina  ;  however,  the  traders  here  kept  Itore-houfes  to  fupply  thofe  that  wanted, 
and  they  were  a  great  relief  to  the  unfortunate  mariners,  of  whoni  we  are  fpeaking. 
The  Ifle  of  Providence  lies  in  25  degrees  north  latitude,  Is  twenty-eight  miles  long  and 
eleven  miles  broad,  where  it  Is  broadeft. 

It  had  the  name  of  Providence  given  it  by  Captain  Sayle,  after  he  had  a  fecond  time 
been  driven  upon  It,  when  he  was  bound  for  the  Continent.  The  firft  governor  that 
was  fent  thither  by  the  proprietaries,  was  Mr.  ChlUIngworth  ;  the  time  of  his  going 
there  was  about  the  year  1672  ;  feveral  people  went  from  England,  and  the  other  colo- 
nies, to  fettle  there,  and  livmg  a  licentious  life,  they  were  Impatient  under  government ; 
Mr.  Chilllngworth  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to  reafon,  they  aflembled  tumultuoufly, 
felzed  him,  and  flilpped  him  oft  for  Jamaica,  and  lived  every  man  as  he  thought  beffc 
for  his  own  pleafure  and  interefl:.  The  proprietaries  found  they  had  got  an  unruly 
colony  to  deal  with,  and  it  was  a  very  final  1  encouragement  for  any  man  to  put  himfelf 
into  their  hands  after  the  treatment  Mr.  Chilllngworth  met  with  from  them. 

However,  fix  or  feven  years  after,  the  lords  proprietaries  made  Mr.  Clark  governor, 
whofe  fate  was  worfe  ftlU  than  his  predeceflbr's ;  for  the  Spaniards,  at  tliat  time,  bein^ 
jealous  of  every  new  colony  of  the  Englllh  towards  the  fouth,  came  upon  them  In  Pro- 
vidence, den;royed  all  their  ftock  which  they  could  not,  or  would  not,  carry  off;  and 
burnt  feveral  houles  that  were  upon  the  place.  The  Inhabitants  deferted  It  after  this, 
and  removed  to  other  colonies.  Mr.  Trott,  one  of  Governor  Clark's  fucceflbrs,  always 
afferted,  that  the  Spaniards  roafled  Mr.  Clark  on  a  fpit,  after  they  had  killed  him ; 
but  perhaps  that  is  laid  to  Incrcafe  the  terror  of  the  ftory ;  but  It  is  certain  they  killed 
him,  and  that  after  this  invafion  the  ifland  was  uninhabited  till  about  the  time  of  the 

Revolution, 
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Revolution,  when  feveral  perfons  removed  thither  from  Europe  and  the  Continent  ; 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Thomas  BulI;loy,  who  has  printed  a  large  accuuut  of  his  fuffer- 
ing  tiiere,  during  the  arbitrary  government  of  one  Cadwahadcr  Jones,  whom  the 
lords  proprietors  made  governor  upon  this  fecond  fettlement  of  Providence  in 
the  year  1690,  where  he  arrived  on  the  19th  of  June  ;  but  his  adminifhaiicn  proved 
very  unfortunate  both  for  himfelf  and  the  colony,  in  which  there  arofe  fuch 
troubles  and  diffenfions,  that  he  was  once  depofed  and  made  prifoner,  and  again 
rellored. 

Nicholas  Trott,  Efq.  fucceeded  Mr.  Jones  in  his  government,  and  he  built  a  fort  in 
the  town  of  Naffau  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  famous  pirate  Avery,  forced  the  inha- 
bitants to  let  him  have  what  victuals  he  wanted  ;  but  fome  time  after,  governor  Trott 
put  the  ifland  of  Providence  into  fo  good  a  condition,  that  though  the  French  made 
feveral  attempts,  yet  they  were  always  obliged  to  retire  with  lofs.  In  1697  Nicholas 
Webb,  Efq.  was  fent  to  fucceed  Mr.  Trott,  and  he  held  the  government  about 
three  years ;  in  which  time  thefe  iflands  were  in  a  better  condition  than  they 
have  ever  been  fmce ;  and  there  was,  in  his  time,  in  Providence  and  the  adjacent 
iflands,  near  one  thoufand  inhabitants ;  fome  tobacco  was  planted,  a  fugar  mill  fet 
up,  and  other  improvements  made  ;  but,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  thefe  were  foon 
deflroyed. 

To  Mr.  Webb  fucceeded  Elias  Hafcott,  Efq.  who  was  fo  little  liked  by  the  inha- 
bitants, that  they  took  upon  them  to  feize  him,  and  put  him  in  irons ;  and,  having  fent 
him  away,  aifumed  the  liberty  of  chufing  a  governor  for  themfelves,  one  Elias  Light- 
good,  Efq.  in  whofe  time  the  fettlements  were  deflroyed;  for,  iu  July  1708,  the 
Spaniards  and  French,  from  Petit  Guaves,  landed,  furprized  the  fort,  took  the  gover- 
nor prifoner,  plundered  and  ftripped  the  Englifli,  burnt  the  town  ofNalTau,  all  but 
Mr.  Lightgood's  houfe,  together  with  the  church,  fpoiled  the  fort,  and  nailed  up  the 
guns  ;  they  carried  off  the  governor,  and  about  half  the  blacks,  the  reft  faved  themfelves 
in  the  woods  ;  but  in  Oftober  they  came  again,  and  picked  up  moft  of  the  negroes. 
Mr.  Lightgood  having  procured  his  liberty,  by  exchange  or  ranfom,  came  to  Carolina, 
•and  going  ofl'  thence  in  a  vefTel,  on  fome  adventure,  was  never  fmce  heard  of.  The 
Enghlh  inhabitants  of  the  Bahamas,  after  this  fecond  invafion,  thought  it  in  vain  to 
flay  longer  ;  fo  they  removed,  fome  to  Carolina,  fome  to  Virginia,  and  fome  to  New 
England,  and  other  places. 

The  proprietors  having  appointed  one  Mr.  Birch  to  go  over  governor  to  Providence, 
who,  not  having  heard  of  the  defertion  of  the  inhabitants,  went  thither ;  but  finding 
it  a  defart,  he  did  not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  open  his  commiilion  ;  he  remained  there 
two  or  three  months,  and  was  all  that  while  forced  to  ileep  in  the  woods ;  after  which 
he  returned  back,  and  left  the  place  uninhabited.  This  and  the  other  Bahama  Iflands, 
were  looked  upon  to  be  fo  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  our  trade  in  the  Weft  Indies,, 
that  the  parliament  of  England  have  not  thought  them  unworthy  of  their  care,  as  well 
to  have  them  cleared  of  pinites,  as  to  defend  them  againft  both  Spimiards  and  French,, 
who  find  their  fituation  very  convenient  to  annoy  or  befriend  their  commerce.  In 
Queen  Anne's  war  both  Spaniards  and  French  over-ran  and  plundered  the  Bahama 
Iflands  twice.  Upon  which,  in  March  1714,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  addrcfled  her  Majefty, 
that  the  Ifland  of  Providence  might  be  put  in  a  poflure  of  defence.  Their  lordfliips 
obferving  it  would  be  of  fatal  confequence,  if  the  Bahama  Iflands  fliould  fall  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy,  they  therefore  prayed  her  Majefly  to  take  the  faid  iflands  into  her 
hands,  and  give  fuch  order  for  their  fecurity  as  in  her  royal  wifdom  Ihe  fhould  think 

fit^ 
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fit ;  but  nothing  was  done.  And  for  the  future  guidance  of  fuch  as  have  it  in  their 
power  to  do  good  offices  for  our  American  colonies,  it  is  not  improper  to  remember, 
that  their  lordfliips,  four  years  after,  took  notice  of  that  negleft  in  an  addrefs  to  his  late 
Majefty  King  George ;  in  which  they  fay  there  were  not  any  the  lead  means  ufed  in 
compliance  with  that  advice,  tor  fecuring  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  that  then  the  pirates 
had  a  lodgment  with  a  battery  on  Harbour  Ifland  ;  and  that  the  ufual  retreat,  and" 
general  receptacle  for  the  pirates,  was  at  Providence.  Hereupon  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  give  diredions  for  diflodging  thefe  pirates,  and  making  fettlements,  and  a 
fortification  for  its  fecurity  and  defence. 

Purfuant  to  this  addi'efs.  Captain  Woods  Rogers  was  appointed  governor,  the  fame 
perfon  which  went  with  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Briflol  to  the  South  Sea,  and  made 
a  profperous  voyage,   eight  years  before.     He  failed  for  Providence  in  171 8,  taking 
with   him  a  naval  force  for  fubduing  the  pirates ;  in  the  mean  time  Colonel  Bennet, 
governor  of  Bermudas,  fent  a  floop  to  that  ifland,   requiring  them  to  furrender  thera- 
felves,  purfuant  to  the  late  proclamation.     The  pirates  who  were  then   on  the  ifland, 
very  gladly  accepted  of  the  mercy  ofTered  them  thereby,  and  promifed  to  furrender 
themfelves  as  foon  as  they  could  get  pafTage  to  the  Englifh  colonies  ;  adding  that  they 
did  not  doubt  but  their  fellows,  who  were  at  fea,  would  gladly  do  the  fame  after  their 
example.       Accordingly,   Captain  Henry  Jennings,   and   fifteen   others,  immediately 
followed  the  floop  to  Bermudas,  and  furrendered  themfelves  ;  and  Captain  Laflie,  and 
Captain  Nichols,  with  a  good  number  of  their  pirates,  fent  word  that  they  would  alfa 
furrender.     The  above-mentioned  proclamation  was  brought  hither  by  Captain  Peers, 
in  the  Phanix  frigate,  then  lately  ftationed  at  New  York  ;  befides  the  above,  Captain 
Hernigold,  Captain  Burges  fun-endered,  and  in  the  whole  as  many  of  their  men  as 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  which  were   followed  by  many  more  ;  how- 
ever piracy  was  not  fupprefled,   nor  did  Captain  Rogers  anfwer  the  expedations  of 
thofe  that  employed  him ;  though  at  his  arrival  here  he  feemed  very  zealous  in  the 
fervice  he  was  fent  for. 

He  arrived  at  NafTau,  in  Providence,  in  July  17 18.     Vane,  one  of  the  captains  of 
the  pirates,  knowing  what  errand  he  came  upon,  to  reduce  thofe  robbers  by  the  pro- 
clamation or  by  force,  caufed  a  French  fhip  of  twenty-two  guns,  whicli  he  had  taken, 
to  befet  on  fire,  intending  to  make  ufe  of  her  as  a  fire-fliip,  to  burn  the  Rofe  frigate, 
which  came  with  governor  Woods  Rogers ;  and,  indeed,  the  Rofe  would  have  been  in 
much  danger,  had  fhe  not  got  oflin  time,  by  cutting  her  cables.     But  Vane's  bold  and 
rafli  attempt  could  not  have  fecured  him  ;  for  befides  the  Rofe,  there  was  at  hand  the 
Milford  man  of  war,  and  another,  aboard  which  was  the  governor.     Thefe  were  foon 
after  feen  ftanding  in  for  the  harbour  of  Nallau,  upon  which  Vane,  and  about  fifty  of 
his  men,  made   off  in  a  floop.     The  governor  fent  a  floop  of  fufficient  force  after 
them,  but  the  pirates  got  off;  and  the  Milford,  and  the  other  man  of  war  run  aground. 
The   27th  of  July  Mr.  Woods  Rogers  came  on  fhore,  took  poifeflion  of  the  fort,  and 
caufed  his  Majcfty's  commifTion  to  be  read  in  the  prefence  of  the  officers,  foldiers,  and 
about  three  hundred  people,  whom  he  found  there  at    his  arrival ;  which  had  been 
almofl  daily  exercifed  in  arms  for  their  defence,  in  cafe  of  attack  by  the  Spaniards  or 
French.     As  for  the  pirates,  they  were  not  in  fo  great  fear  of  them,  mofl  of  them 
having  been  themfelves  of  the  fraternity,  who  had  furrendered  and  made  their  peace 
with  the  government.     Woods  Rogers  brought  with  him  above  one  hundred  foldiers, 
and  this  joint  force  which   was,    and  might   have  been  ftill  further,  recruited,  being 
fufScient  to  fecure  the  Bahama    Iflands  againfl  any  cntcrprize   of  the  French  and 
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SpaniuiJs;  Mr,  Rogers  fet  himfelf  to  regulate  the  government,  and  reftore  order  in  it, 
which   had  been  negleded  feveral  years  pad. 

Of  the  adventurers  who  came  with  him,  fix  were  nominated  to  be  of  the  council,  as 
alfo  fix  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  never  been  pirates  themfelves  ;  and  thus  the  appear- 
ance of  government  was  renewed.  As  foon  as  the  governor  and  council  had  iettled 
the  board,  about  two  hundred  of  tliofe  that  had  been  pirates  furrendcred  themfelves 
to  them,  had  certificates  of  their  furrender,  and  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  as  did, 
voluntarily,  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Providence  ;  wherein,  a  few  years 
after,  were  computed  to  be  one  thoufand  five  hundred  fouls,  out  of  thefe  were  formed 
three  companies  of  mil'tia,  under  officers  of  their  own  ifland ;  thefe  companies  took 
their  turn  every  night  in  the  town  guard  at  Nafiau,  and  the  independent  company  was 
always  upon  duty  in  the  fort  here,  and  another  of  eight  gunsvrefted  at  the  eafternmoft 
entrance  into  the  harbour. 

It  was  by  thefe  methods  that  the  face  of  affairs,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  was  entirely 
changed  ;  the  town  of  Naffau  rebuilt  ;  a  regular  force  eflabliflied  in  Providence,  and 
plantations  fo  laid  out,  that  the  country  looked  like  an  Englifli  fettlement.  Within  a 
fhort  time  after,  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Eluthera  was  fettled  likewife,  upon  which, 
about  fixty  families  fixed  themfelves,  erected  a  fmall  fort  for  their  defence,  and  raifed 
a  company  of  militia  under  their  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Holmes,  by  whofe  prudent 
management  matters  were  chiefly  brought  to  bear ;  the  like  was  done  in  Harbour  Ifland, 
where  the  plantation  foon  grew  more  confiderable,  and  a  larger  fort  was  built  for  the 
protedion  of  the  inhabitants.  Captain  Woods  Rogers  returning  to  England,  wa.", 
fucceeded  in  his  government  by  Captain  Fitzwilliams,  in  whofe  time  an  independent 
company,  that  had  been  fent  thither  mutinied,  which  had  like  to  have  produced  fbme 
very  fatal  confequences,  but  was  happily  fuppreffed  ;  and  by  the  moderation  of  the 
governor,  only  few  of  the  moll  guilty  were  made  examples. 

This  happened  in  the  year  1736,  from  which  time  thefe  iflands  have  been  improving, 
though  llowly.  It  may  well  be  wondered  at  by  confiderate  perfons,  that  confidering 
the  number  of  poor  people  and  men  out  of  employment,  which  before  the  war  peflered 
the  ftreets  of  this  city,  and  of  all  the  great  towns  in  the  kingdom  ;  fome  methods 
were  not  taken  for  fending  them  over  to  thefe  iflands,  which  would  have  been  a  relief 
to  the  people  here,  afforded  them  a  comfortable  fubfiflence,  and  have  contributed  to 
augment  the  ftrength  and  increafe  the  riches  of  this  nation.  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with 
jull  hinting  this  as  it  falls  in  my  way,  and  proceed  to  the  next  corporation  formed  for 
enlarging  our  commerce  within  the  period  of  time  afligncd  to  this  fedion. 

1 1 .  This  was  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  eredled  by  King  Charles  the  lid.  upon 
the  following  occafion ;  Monfieur  Radifon,  and  Monfieur  Goofelier,  two  Frenchmen, 
meeting  with  fome  lavages  in  the  lake  of  Aflimponals,  in  Canada,  they  learnt  of  them 
that  they  might  go  by  land  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  where  the  Englifh  had  not  yet  been ; 
upon  which  they  defired  them  to  conduct  them  thither,  and  the  favages  accordingly 
did  it.  The  two  Frenchmen  returned  to  the  upper  lake  the  fame  way  they  came, 
and  thence  to  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada  ;  where  they  offered  the  principal  mer- 
chants to  carry  fliips  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  but  their  projefl:  was  rejefted  ;  thence  they 
went  to  France,  in  hopes  of  a  more  favourable  hearing  at  court ;  but  after  prefenting 
feveral  memorials,  and  fpending  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money,  they  were  anfwered 
as  they  had  been  at  Quebec,  and  their  projeft  looked  upon  as  chimerical.  The  King 
of  England's  ambailador  at  Paris,  hearing  what  propofal  they  had  made,  imagined  he 
fhould  do  his  country  good  fervice  by  engaging  them  to  ferve  the  Englifh,  who 
had  already  pretences  to  the  Bay,   perfuaded   them  to  go  for  London,  where  they 
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met  with  a  favourable  reception  from  feme  men  of  quality,  merchants  and  oth.ers,  who 
employed  Mr.  Gillam,  a  perlbn  long  ufed  to  the  New  England  trade,  to  perfed:  this 
difcovery. 

He  failed  in  the  Nonefuch  ketch,  in  the  year  1667,  into  Baffin's  Bay,  to  the  height 
of  75  degrees,  and  from  thence  fouthward  to  i;i  degrees,  where  he  entered  a  river,  to 
which  he  gave  name  of  Prince  Rupert's  River  ;  and  finding  the  favages  difpofcd  to  a 
friendly  commerce,  he  erected  a  I'mall  fortrcfs  there,  which  he  ftylcd  Charles  Fort. 
The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  was  fo  remarkable,  that  the  perfons  concerned  in 
fitting  out  this  veifel,  upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Gillam,  applied  themfelves  to  King 
Charles  the  lid.  for  a  patent,'  who  accordingly  granted  them  one,  dated  the  2d  of  May, 
in  the  22d  year  of  his  reign,  A.D.  1670.  The  firfi;  directors  of  what  was  called  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  were  Prince  Rupert,  Sir  James  Hayes,  Mr.  William  Young, 
Mr.  Gerrard  Weymans,  Mr.  Richard  Cradock,  Mr.  John  Letton,  Chriltopher  Wren, 
Efq.  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Haywood. 

The  bay  lies  from  64  degrees  north  latitude,  to  51  degrees,  and  is  10  degrees  or 
fix  hundred  miles  in  length.  The  mouth  of  the  freights  lies  in  about  61  degrees 
north  latitude,  and  is  fix  leagues  over.  At  the  mouth  is  an  ifland  called  Refolution  j 
Charles  Ifland,  Salilbury  Ifland,  and  Nottingham  are  m  the  ftreights,  and  Mansfield 
Ifland  is  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  Hudfon's  Streights,  which  leads  to  the  bay,  are  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  in  length  ;  the  land  on  both  fides  inhabited  by 
favages,  of  whom  we  have  little  or  no  knowledge.  The  louth  coaft  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Terra  de  Labrador,  the  north  by  as  many  names  as  men  of  feverat 
nations  have  been  there,  and  pretended  to  the  difcovery.  On  the  wefl:  fide  of  the 
bay  the  Englifli  made  a  fettlement,  built  a  fort  at  Port  Nelfon,  and  all  that  country 
goes  by  the  name  of  New  South  Wales.  The  bay  here  is  called  Button's  and  Hudfon's 
Bay,  which  is  broadefl:  in  this  place,  and  may  be  near  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues. 
On  the  other  Ihore,  or  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  lie  feveral  iflands,  called  the  Sleeper's 
Ifles,  and  the  Baker's  Dozen.  The  bottom  of  the  bay,  by  which  we  underftand  all 
that  part  of  it  from  Cape  Henrietta  Maria,  in  New  South  Wales,  to  Redonda,  below 
Prince  Rupert's  River,  is  about  80  leagues  long,  and  all  the  way  between  40  and  50 
leagues  over.  Here  are  feveral  iflands  to  which  the  firft  adventurers  gave  the  names 
of  fome  great  men  hi  England,  or  fomethat  employed  them  ;  as  Lord  Wefton's  Ifland, 
Sir  Thomas  Roe's  Ifland,  Charleton  Ifland,  and  others. 

The  two  oppofite  fliores  are  called  the  Eaft  Main  and  Weft  Main  ;  the  former  is- 
Labrador,  and  latter  New  South  Wales.  The  Continent  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
is,  by  the  French  pretended  to  be  part  of  New  France  ;  and,  indeed,  to  crofs  the 
country  from  Saint  Margaret's  River,  which  runs  into  the  river  of  Canada,  to 
Rupert's  River,  at  the  bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  is  not  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles.  At  Rupert's  River  the  Englilh  built  their  firft  fort,  which  they 
called  Charles  Fort.  They  never  had  any  towns  or  plantations  here,  but  live 
within  their  forts  in  little  houfes  or  huts,  wherein  the  builders  confider  nothing 
but  how  to  defend  them  from  the  cold  and  rains,  though  they  are  not  fo  much  dilturbed 
by  the  latter  as  by  the  former.  There  is  an  ifland  about  five  or  fix  leagues  from  the 
"Weft  Main  called  the  little  Rocky  Ifle,  it  being  a  mere  heap  of  rocks  and  ftones,  with 
fome  fmall  bru(h-wood  growing  u]5on  it ;  it  is  fuppofcd  to  overflow  with  great  north- 
weft  winds,  which  make  a  high  tide  all  over  the  bay;  in  this  ifle  is  plenty  of  guils 
and  fea  fwallows  ;  about  three  miles  from  the  fouth-fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland  hes  a 
dangerous  reef  of  land,  which  is  dry  at  low  w  ater.  Charleton  Ifland  is  a  dry  white 
fand,  covered  over  with  a  white  mofs,  full  ot  trees,  juniper  and  fpruce,  though  not 
very  large.     This  ifland  affords  a  beautiful  profpcct  to  fuch  as  arc  near  it  in  the  Ipriu'.:, 
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after  a  long  voyage  of  three  or  four  months,  in  the  mofl:  uncomfortahle  fens  in  the 
world,  occafioned  by  the  vafl  mountains  of  ice  which  drive  in  the  bay  and  ftreights; 
againit  which,  if  fliij-s  happen  to  Itrike,  they  are  dallied  in  pieces,  as  certainly  as  if 
they  ran  againll:  rocks;  for,  indeed,  they  are  rocks  petrified  by  the  violence  of  the 
continual  frolls.  To  fee  one  day  the  Ihore  on  the  Weft  Main  bare,  the  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  and  jiature  looking  as  if  frozen  to  death  ;  and  the  next  to  behold 
Charleton  Ifland  fpread  with  trees,  and  the  branches  maldng,  as  it  were,  a  green  t-aft 
of  the  whole,  is  a  change  capable  of  giving  the  grcateft  pleafure,  after  the  fatigues  of 
an  intolerable  winter  voyage. 

The  air,  even  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  tliough  by  the  latitude  it  is  nearer  the  fun 
than  London,  being  in  51  degrees,  is  oxc^^flivc  cold  for  nine  months  ;  the  other  three 
months  very  hot ;  but  on  a  north-welt  wind  the  foil  on  the  Eaft  Main,  as  well  as  the 
Wert,  bears  no  manner  of  gram ;  fome  fruits,  goofeberries,  ftrawberrics,  and  dewberries, 
grow  about  Prince  Rupert's  River.  The  commodities  for  trade  here  are  guns, 
powder,  Ihot,  cloth,  hatchets,  kettles,  tobacco,  ike.  which  the  Englifli  exchange  with 
the  Indians,  for  furs,  beavers,  martins,  foxes,  moofe,  and  other  Ikins  and  furs.  The 
great  profits  acquired  by  this  trade,  and  the  profpect  of  ingrolling  it,  wholly  engaged 
the  new  company  to  profecute  their  meafures  vigoroufly,  and  to  do  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  fettle  a  good  correfpondence  with  the  natives,  whom  they  found  very  tradable 
in  that  point,  and  willing  to  do  any  thing  they  could  expedt  from  them  upon  reafon- 
able  terms  ;  for  the  Indians  about  Rupert's  River,  and  other  places  in  the  bay,  are 
niore  fimple  than  the  Canadans,  who  have  had  longer  commerce  with  the  Europeans ; 
they  are  generally  peaceable,  and  not  given  to  quarrel,  either  amongft  themfelves  or 
others,  except  the  Nodways,  a  wild,  barbarous  people  on  the  borders  of  Hudfon's 
Streights,  who  fometimes,  in  flight  parties,  make  incurfions  on  the  other  Indians,  and 
having  murdered  eight  or  ten,  return  in  triumph. 

The  Indians  of  certain  diflrids,  which  are  bounded  by  fuch  and  fuch  rivers,  have 
each  an  okimah,  as  they  call  him,  or  captain,  over  them,  who  is  an  old  m.an,  con- 
fidered  only  for  his  prudence  and  experience ;  he  has  no  authority  but  what  they 
think  fit  to  give  him  upon  certain  occafions  ;  he  is  the  fpeech-maker  to  the  Englilh, 
as  alfo  in  their  own  councils,  when  they  meet  every  fpring  and  fall  to  fettle  the  dif- 
pofition  of  their  quarters,  for  hunting,  fowling,  and  fifliing ;  every  family  have 
their  boundaries  adjufted,  which  they  feldora  quit,  except  they  have  no  fuccefs  there 
in  their  hunting,  and  then  they  join  in  with  fome  family  who  have  fucceeded.  Their 
notions  of  religion  are  but  very  flender ;  they  fay  there  are  two  Monetoes,  or  Spirits,  the 
one  fends  all  the  good  things,  and  the  other  all  the  bad.  Their  worlhip  confilis  m 
fongs  and  dances  at  their  feafts,  in  honour  of  their  Monetoes  that  have  favoured 
them ;  but  if  they  are  fick  or  famiflied,  they  hang  fome  little  bauble  which  they  fet 
a  value  upon,  on  the  top  of  a  pole  near  the  tent,  to  pacify  the  fpirit  oftended,  as 
they  conceive. 

But  to  return  to  our  hiftory  :  in  the  year  1670  the  company  fent  over  Charles 
Bailey,  Efq.  as  their  governor,  who  with  Mr.  Radifon,  fettled  at  Rupert's  River,  an^, 
another  faftory  was  eftablilhed  at  Fort  Nelfon.  Some  years  iifter  William  Lydall,  Efq. 
was  fent  to  fucceed  Mr.  Bailey,  and  one  Mr.  Bridger  was  fent  to  Fort  Nelfon.  In  1683 
Henry  Serjeant,  Efq.  was  made  governor  at  Rupert's  River,  with  orders  to  be  very- 
careful  of  the  French,  who  began  now  to  fhew  themfelves  very  jealous  of  the  trade 
carried  on  by  the  Englifh  company  with  the  natives  ;  and  at  the  lame  time  they  were 
not  a  little  perplexed  by  fome  bad  practices  among  their  own  fervants  ;  who  confider- 
ing  the  hardlhips  they  endured  in  that   miferaljle  cold  country,  thought  they  might 
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make  bold  with  foine  part  of  the  profits,  which  were  entirely  owing  to  their  labour  and 
negociations  with  the  natives ;  for  the  company  by  their  governors  and  agents,  made 
fuch  contrads  with  the  captains,  or  kings  of  rivers,  or  territories  where  they  had 
fettlements  for  the  freedom  of  trade  there,  exclufive  of  all  others,  that  the  Indians 
could  not  pretend  they  had  encroached  upon  them.  Thefe  contracts  were  as  firm 
as  the  Indians  could  make  them  by  fuch  ceremonies  as  were  moll  facred  and  obliga- 
tory among  them. 

In  the  year  1686  we  find  the  company  in  polTeirion  of  five  fettlements,  viz.  Albany 
River,  Hayes  Ifland,  Rujjert's  River,  Fort  Nelfon,  and  New  Severn ;  their  trade  at 
each  of  them  was  very  confiderable.  From  Albany  River  they  had  generally  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  beavers  a  year,  and  by  Mr.  Serjeant's  great  care  and  iidehty, 
their  commerce  increafed  fo  much,  that  the  French  began  to  be  afraid  all  the  upland 
Indians  might  be  drawn  down  to  the  bay.  They  knew  they  could  do  any  thing  with 
King  James  11.  who  then  reigned  in  England  ;  and  therefore  they  refolved  to  drive  the 
Englilh  out  of  all  their  places  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  Firfl  they  took  Hayes  liland, 
and  then  the  fort  on  Rupert's  River.  The  French  company  at  Canada  procured  a 
detachment  of  foldiers  to  be  fent,  under  the  Chevalier  de  Troyes,  who  came  over  land 
from  Quebec,  and  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  committed  thefe  ads  of  hoftilities.  It 
is  worth  obferving,  that  the  French  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  their  American  colonies, 
as  to  take  not  only  all  lawful,  but  even  unlawful  means,  to  preferve  and  enlarge  them, 
as  contemptible  as  they  are  in  themfelves  ;  whereas  theEnglifh,  who,  next  the  Spaniards, 
have  the  richell  plantations  in  this  part  of  the  world,  have  been  as  negligent  of  them  as  if 
they  were  not  worth  keeping. 

The  8th  of  July,  the  Chevalier  de  Troyes  came  before  the  fort  at  Albany  River, 
where  the  governor  Mr.  Serjeant,  then  refided.  Two  Indians  having  informed  him 
of  their  having  furprized  the  forts  at  Hayes  Ifland  and  Rupert's  River,  and  had 
brought  with  them  the  great  guns  from  thefe  places,  the  governor  did  all  that  was  in 
his  pow€r  to  defend  the  place,  but  was  not  able  to  keep  it  above  a  week,  as  appears  by 
the  articles  of  his  furrender,  dated  July  the  i6th,  1686,  which  articles  were  but 
indifferently  kept.  In  1693,  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  being  aflifted  by  the 
government,  retook  all  the  forts  and  fadories  of  which  the  French  had  deprived 
them  in  time  of  peace ;  but  they  were  foon  after  driven  out  of  them  again  by 
the  French. 

In  the  year  1696,  the  Company  applied  themfelves  to  King  William,  reprefenting 
their  own  incapacity  to  maintain  themfelves  againlt  the  French,  and  praying  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  crown  for  their  fupport ;  upon  which  two  men  ot  war  were  ordered  to 
their  ailiftance,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Allen,  who  coming  into  the  River 
Hayes,  fent  to  fummon  all  the  forts  to  furrender  ;  and  the  French  governor,  finding  he 
could  not  defend  them  againft  the  Englifh,  capitulated  ;  and  on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  in 
the  fame  year,  furrendered  Albany  Fort  upon  certain  articles,  the  chiet  of  which  were, 
that  aU  thofe  in  the  fort,  as  well  French  as  Indians,  and  one  Engliflnnan,  the  gover- 
nor's fervant,  fhould  have  their  lives  and  liberties  ;  and  that  no  harm  or  violence  Ihmild 
be  done  to  their  perfons,  or  any  thing  that  belonged  to  them  ;  that  they  fliould  march 
out  with  their  arms,  drums  bearing,  colours  Hying,  match  lighted  at  both  ends,  ball 
in  mouth,  and  carry  with  them  the  two  guns  brought  from  France ;  that  they  Ihould 
all  embark  with  their  cl(jthes,  and  goods,  without  being  vifited  or  pillaged  in  any  thing; 
and,  if  they  met  with  any  French  velfels,  there  (hould  be  a  truce  between  the  Englifli 
and  them  ;  and  the  faid  French  velfels  fliould  be  permitted'  to  take  aboard  the  perfon.-T 
tipt  came  out  of  the  fame  fort,  with  all  that  belonged  to   them.     Thefe  conditions 

were 
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were  a  little  too  honourable  to  grant,  though  they  were  complied  with.  Captain  Allen 
took  the  governor,  and  Ibme  of  his  men,  aboard  his  own  fliip,  the  Bonadventure ; 
dome  he  put  aboard  the  Seaford,  and  the  reft  aboard  a  merchant-man,  called  the 
Doring. 

hi  his  return  he  fought  the  Mary  Rofe  frigate,  then  a  French  privateer  of  fifty 
guns,  and  was  killed  in  the  engagement  ;  which  gave  the  Frenchman  an  opportunity 
to  bear  away.  As  to  the  other  two  forts,  they  followed  the  fate  of  Albany,  and  Mr. 
Knight  was  reflored  to  the  government  of  Fort  Nelfon.  Mr.  Knight  had  ferved  Mr. 
Sergeant  while  he  was  governor  of  Fort  Albany,  and  was  acquainted  with  the  trade. 
In  the  year  1697,  ^^^  Hampfliire  frigate,  and  Owners  Love  firefliip,  two  of  the  king's 
fhips,  were  loft  in  this  bay,  and  all  the  men  drowned.  Indeed  the  ice  rendered  it  fo 
dangerous,  that  the  commerce  feemed  not  to  be  worth  the  riik  that  was  run  for  it. 
Whether  thofe  two  ftiips  run  againft  thofe  frozen  mountains  that  float  in  the  fea,  or 
foundered,  is  not  known ;  but  it  is  certain  they  were  loft,  and  that  all  the  men 
perifhed  ;  which  was  the  caufe  of  fome  inconvenience.  After  this  time  it  appears 
very  clearly,  that  the  trade  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  declined  extremely,  but 
whether  from  any  advantage  gained  in  trade  by  the  French,  or  from  any  ill  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs  at  home  or  abroad,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  This,  however,  is 
certain,  that  in  the  next  general  war  the  French  had  renewed  their  attacks  upon  the 
fettlements  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  and  this  with  fuch  effect,  that  they  foon 
left  them  nothing  but  Fort  Albany,  which  very  well  accounts  for  the  low  ftate  of 
their  trade  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  fome  lime  after.  At  the  making  the  treaty  at 
Utrecht,  great  care  was  taken  of  this  company,  who  by  the  loth  and  iith  articles 
have  every  thing  reftored  to  them  that  had  been  taken  from  them,  and  an  equitable 
latisfadion  ftipulated  for  their  loffes.  Since  which  time  the  trade  of  the  company 
has  wonderfully  encreafed,  infomuch  that  it  became,  at  leaft,  treble  to  what  it  was 
at  the  time  that  peace  was  made,  ;md  is  ftill  in  a  very  flouriftiing  condition. 

It  is  very  natural  for  fuch  as  reap  the  benefit  of  any  branch  of  trade,  to  be  as  filent 
and  fecret  about  it  as  poffible,  which  is  the  reafon  that  till  within  thefe  few  years  both 
the  country  and  the  commerce  of  Hudfon's  Bay  were  very  little,  and  indeed  fcarce 
at  all  known  here,  though  carried  on  entirely  by  this  nation.  As  for  the  French,  they 
had  fo  little  notion  of  it  that  they  treated  all  Mr.  Iberville's  projects  upon  this  fubjeft 
as  mere  chimeras  ;  and  when  a  memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans, 
felting  forth  the  great  dangers  theFrench  fettlements  in  North  America  muft  run,  if  the 
Englilh  Ihould  ever  lay  open  this  trade,  or  think  of  traiifporting  their  felons  into  this 
part  of  the  world,  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  vifion.  But  fince  that  time  they  are 
become  much  better  acquainted  with  this  part  of  America,  as  appears  from  the  account  I 
have  already  given  from  one  of  their  authors. 

But  as  to  the  produft  and  prefent  condition  of  this  cotmtry,  the  beft  account  I 
ever  faw  of  it,  is  that  publiflied  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  from  the  mouth  of  one  experimentally 
acquainted  with  it,  and  from  whom  I  Ihall  borrow  as  much  as  I  think  may  fullice  to 
give  the  reader  a  general  notion  of  its  nature  and  importance.  "  The  Indians  being 
obliged  to  go  aihore  every  day  to  hunt  for  provifions,  delays  theru  very  much  ia  their 
voyages  ;  for  their  canoes  are  fo  very  fmall,  holding  only  two  men  and  a  pack  of  one 
hundred  beaver  ikins,  that  they  cannot  carry  provifions  with  them  for  any  time.  Lf 
they  had  larger  canoes,  they  would  make  their  voyages  fhorter,  and  carry  many  more 
beavers  to  market,  at  leaft  four  times  as  many,  befides  other  fkins  of  value,  which  are 
too  heavy  for  their  prefent  canoes  ;  this,  and  the  high  price  of  the  European,  goods, 
by  the  company  in  exchange,  difcourages  the  natives  fo  much,  that  if  they  were  not 
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abfolutely  under  a  neceflity  of  having  guns,  powder,  and  fliot,  hatchets,  and  other  iron 
tools  for  their  hunting,  and  tobacco,  brandy,  and  fome  paint  for  luxury,  they  would 
not  go  down  to  the  faftory  with  what  they  now  carry.  At  prei'ent  they  leave  great 
numbers  of  furs  and  fkins  behind  them.  A  good  hunter  among  the  Indians  can  kill 
fix  hundred  beavers  in  a  feafon,  and  can  carry  down  but  one  hundred  ;  the  reft  heufes 
at  home,  or  hangs  them  upon  branches  of  trees,  upon  the  death  of  their  children,  as 
an  offering  to  them,  or  ufe  them  for  bedding  and  coverings.  They  fometimes  burn 
oiF  the  fur,  and  roaft  the  beavers  like  pigs,  upon  any  entertainments,  and  they  often 
let  them  rot,  having  no  further  ufe  for  them.  I'he  beavers,  he  fays,  are  of  three 
colours,  the  brown  I'eddilh  colour,  the  black,  and  white  ;  the  firft  is  the  cheapeft,  the 
black  is  moft  valued  by  the  company  in  England,  the  white  the  moft  valued  in 
("lanada,  giving  eighteen  fliillings,  when  others  give  five  or  fix  (hillings ;  it  is  blown 
upon  by  the  companies  fatlors  at  the  bay,  they  not  allowing  fo  much  for  thefe  as  for 
the  others,  and  therefore  the  Indians  ufe  them  at  home,  or  burn  off"  the  hair,  when  they 
roaft  the  beavers  like  pigs,  at  an  entertainment  when  they  feaft  together.  He  fays 
thefe  fkins  are  extremely  white,  and  have  a  fine  luftre,  no  fnow  being  whiter,  and  have 
a  fine  long  fur  or  hair.  He  has  feen  fifteen  taken  of  that  colour  out  of  one  lodge 
or  pond. 

"  The  beavers  have  three  enemies,  man,  otters,  and  the  carcajon,  or  quecquehatch, 
which  prey  upon  them,  when  they  take  them  at  advantage  ;  the  lalt  is  as  large  as  a  very 
great  dog,  it  has  a  fliort  tail  like  a  deer  or  hart,  and  has  a  good  fur,  valued  at  a  beaver 
and  a  half  in  exchange.  The  beavers  chiefelt  food  is  the  poplar,  or  tremble,  but 
they  alfo  eat  fallows,  alders,  and  moft  other  trees,  not  having  a  refinous  juice.  The 
middle  bark  is  their  food  ;  in  May,  when  the  wood  is  not  plenty,  they  live  upon  a 
large  root  which  grows  in  the  marfties  a  fathom  long,  and  as  thick  as  a  man's  leg, 
the  French  called  it  volet ;  but  the  beavers  are  not  fo  good  food  as  when  they  feed 
upon  trees.  They  will  cut  down  trees  about  two  fathoms  in  girth  with  their  teeth, 
and  one  of  them  obferves,  when  it  is  ready  to  fall,  and  gives  a  great  ci-y,  and  runs  the 
contrary  way,  to  give  room  for  the  reft  to  get  out  of  the  way.  They  then  cut  off"  all 
the  twigs  and  fmaller  branches,  two  or  three  fathoms  in  length,  and  draw  them  to 
their  houfes,  which  they  have  built  in  their  ponds  ;  after  having  raifed  or  repaired 
their  pond  head,  and  made  it  {launch,  and  thruft  one  end  into  the  clay  or  mud, 
that  they  may  lie  under  water  all  the  winter,  to  preferve  the  bark  green  and 
tender,  for  their  winter  provifion.  After  cutting  off  the  fmall  branches,  they  cut 
and  carry  away  the  larger,  until  they  come  to  the  bole  of  the  tree.  The  beavers 
are  excellent  food,  but  the  tongue  and  tail  the  moft  delicious  parts  of  the  whole. 
They  are  very  fat  from  November  until  the  end  of  March  ;  they  have  their 
young  in  the  beginning  of  fummer,  at  which  time  the  females  are  lean  by  fuck- 
ling  their  young,  and  the  males  are  lean  the  whole  fummer,  when  they  are  making 
or  repairing  their  ponds  and  houfes,  and  cutting  down  and  providing  timber  and 
branches  for  their  winter  ftore.  They  breed  once  in  a  year,  and  have  from  ten  to 
fifteen  at  a  litter,  which  grow  up  in  one  feafon,  fo  that  they  multiply  very  faft  ;  and 
if  they  can  empty  a  pond  and  take  the  whole  lodge,  they  generally  leave  a  pair  to 
breed,  fo  that  they  are  fully  flocked  again  in  two  or  three  years.  The  loup  corvier, 
or  lynx,  is  of  the  cat  kind,  but  as  large  as  a  great  dog  ;  it  preys  upon  all  beafts  it  can 
conquer,  as  does  the  tiger,  which  is  the  only  beaft  in  that  country  that  will  not  fly 
from  a  man.  The  American  oxen  or  beeves,  have  a  large  bunch  upon  their  backs, 
which  is  by  far  the  moft  delicious  part  of  them  for  food,  it  being  all  as  I'weet  as  marrow, 
juicy  and  rich,  and  weighs  feveral  pounds. 

"  The 
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''■  Tlie  Indians  wed  of  the  bay,  living  an  erratic  life,  can  have  no  benefit  by  tame 
fowl  or  cattle  ;  they  fcldom  flay  above  a  fortnight  at  a  place,  unlefs  they  find  plenty 
of  game.  When  they  remove,  after  having  built  their  hut  they  difpcrfe  to  get  game 
for  their  food,  and  meet  again  at  night,  after  having  killed  enough  to  maintain  them 
that  day ;  they  do  not  go  above  a  league  or  two  irom  their  hut.  When  they  find 
fcarcity  of  ganie,  they  remove  a  league  or  two  farther,  and  thus  they  traverfe  through 
thefe  woody  countries  and  bogs,  fcarce  miffing  one  day  winter  or  fununer,  fair  or  foul, 
in  the  greateft  (forms  of  fnow,  but  what  they  are  employed  in  fome  kind  of  chace.  The 
linallcr  game,  got  by  traps  or  fiiares,  are  generally  the  employment  of  women  and 
children,  fuch  as  the  martins,  fquirreLs,  ermins,  kc.  The  elks,  flags,  rein  deer, 
bears,  tigers,  wild  beef,  wolves,  foxes,  beavers,  otters,  corctijon,  &c.  are  the  employment 
of  the  men.  The  Indians,  when  they  kill  any  game  for  food,  leave  it  where  tliey  kill  it, 
and  fend  their  wives  next  day  to  carry  it  home.  They  go  home  in  a  direcl  line, 
never  miffing  their  way  by  ohfervation  they  make  of  the  courfe  they  take  upon  their 
going  out,  and  fo  judge  upon  what  point  their  huts  are,  and  can  thus  direct  themfelves 
upon  any  point  of  the  compafs.  The  trees  all  bend  towards  the  fouth,  and  the 
branches  on  that  fide  are  larger  and  Itronger  than  on  the  north  fide,  as  alfo  the  mofs 
upon  the  trees.  To  let  their  wives  know  how  to  come  at  the  killed  game,  they  from 
pi  ice  to  place  break  off  branches,  and  lay  them  in  the  road,  pointing  them  the  way  they 
ihould  go,  and  fometimes  mofs,  fo  that  they  never  mifs  finding  it. 

"  In  winter  when  they  go  abroad,  which  they  mufl  do  in  all  weathers  to  hunt  and 
fhoot,  for  their  daily  food,  before  they  drefs  they  rub  themfelves  all  over  with  bear's 
greafe,  or  oil  of  beavers,  which  does  not  freeze,  and  alfo  rub  all  the  fur  off  their  beaver 
coats,  and  then  put  them  on  ;  they  have  alfo  a  kind  of  boots  or  flockings  of  beaver's 
Ikin,  well  oiled,  with  the  fur  inwards,  and  above  them  they  have  an  oiled  fkin  laced 
about  their  feet,  which  keeps  out  the  cold,  and  alio  water  where  there  is  no  ice  or  fiiow, 
and  by  this  means  they  never  freeze  or  fuffer  any  thing  by  cold.  In  fummer  alio, 
when  they  go  njiked,  they  rub  themfelves  with  thefe  oils  or  greafe,  and  expofe  them- 
felves to  the  fun  without  being  fcorched,  their  flcins  being  always  kept  foft  and  fupple 
by  it,  nor  do  any  flies,  bugs,  or  mulketoes,  or  any  noxious  mfeiEi:  ever  molefl  them. 
When  they  want  to  get  rid  of  it  they  go  into  the  water,  and  rub  themfelves  all  over 
with  nmd  or  clay,  and  let  it  dry  upon  them,  and  then  rub  it  off.  But  whenever  they 
are  free  from  the  oil,  the  flies  and  muflceloes  immediately  attack  them,  and  oblige 
them  again  to  anoint  themfelves. 

"  The  Indians  make  no  ufe  of  honey  ;  he  faw  no  bees  there  but  the  wild  humble- 
bee  ;  but  they  are  fo  much  afraid  of  being  flung  witli  them,  as  they  go  naked  in 
fummer,  that  they  avoid  them  as  much  as  they  can.  Nor  he  did  not  fee  any  of  the 
maple  they  ufe  in  Canada  to  make  fugar  of,  but  only  the  birch,  whofe  juice  they  ufe 
for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  boiling  it  until  it  is  black  and  dry,  and  then  ufing  it  with  their 
meat.  They  ufe  no  milk  from  the  time  they  are  weaned,  and  they  all  hate  to  tafte 
cheefe,  having  taken  up  an  opinion  that  it  is  made  of  dead  men's  tat ;  they  love 
prunes  and  raifins,  and  will  give  a  beaver  ikin  for  twelve  of  them,  to  carry  to  their 
children,  and  alfo  for  a  thrum  or  Jew's  harp. 

"  He  fays  the  women  have  all  fine  voices,  but  have  never  heai'd  any  mufical-in- 
flrument.  They  are  very  fond  of  all  forts  of  pictures  or  prints,  giving  a  beaver  for  the 
leafl  print,  aiid  all  toys  are  like  jewels  to  them.  When  he  got  to  the  natives,  fouth- 
ward  of  Pachegoia,  he  had  about  thirty  cov.ries  left,  and  a  few  fmall  bells,  lefs  than 
hawks-bells.  When  he  fliewed  one  of  them,  they  gave  him  a  beaver's  fkin  for  it,  and 
they  were  fo  fond  that  fome  gave  him  two  Ikins,  or  three  marten  fkins,  for  one,  to 

give 
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give  their  wives  to  make  them  fine.  The  martens  they  take  in  traps,  for  if  they  fhoot 
them  their  fkins  would  be  fpoiled  ;  they  have  generally  five  or  fix  at  a  litter.  He  fays 
the  natives  are  fo  difcouraged  in  their  trade  with  the  company,  that  no  fkins  are  worth 
the  carriage ;  and  the  fined  furs  were  fold  for  very  little,  when  rhey  came  to  the 
factory  in  June  1742.  The  prices  they  took  for  the  European  goods  were  much 
higher  than  the  fettled  prices  fixed  by  the  company,  which  the  governors  fix  fo  to  (hew 
the  company  how  zealous  they  ai'e  to  improve  their  trade,  and  fell  their  goods  to  ad- 
vantage. He  fays  they  gave  but  a  pound  of  gunpowder  for  four  beavers  ;  a  fathom  of 
tobacco  for  feven  beavers  ;  a  pound  of  fliot  for  one  ;  an  ell  of  coarfe  cloth  for  fifteen  ; 
a  blanket  for  twelve  ;  two  fifh-hooks  or  three  flints  for  one  ;  a  gun  for  twenty-five ;  a 
piftol  for  ten  ;  a  common  hat,  with  white  lace,  for  feven  ;  an  axe  for  four  ;  a  bill-hook 
for  one ;  a  gallon  of  brandy  for  four  ;  a  chequered  fliirt  for  feven  ;  all  which  were  fold 
at  a  monftrous  profit,  even  to  two  thoufand  per  cent.  Notwithftanding  this  dif- 
couragement,  the  two  fleets  which  went  down  with  him,  and  parted  at  the  Great  Fork, 
carried  down  two  hundred  packs  of  one  hundred  each,  twenty  thoufand  beavers  ;  and  the 
other  Indians  who  arrived  that  year,  he  computed,  carried  down  three  hundred 
packs  of  two  hundred  each,  making  thirty  thoufand ;  in  all  fifty  thoufand  beavers, 
and  above  nine  thoufand  martens. 

"  The  furs  there  are  much  more  valuable  than  the  furs  upon  the  Canada  lakes,  fold 
at  New  York ;  for  thefe  will  give  five  or  fix  fliillings  per  pound,  when  the  others 
fell  at  three  fliillings  and  fixpenc«.  He  fays  that  if  a  fort  was  built  at  the  Great  Fork, 
fixty  leagues  above  York  Fort,  and  a  faftory  with  European  goods  was  fixed  there, 
and  a  reafonable  price  was  put  upon  the  European  goods,  that  the  trade  would  be 
wonderfully  increafed  ;  for  the  natives  from  the  fouthward  of  Pachegoia,  could  make, 
at  leaft,  two  returns  in  a  fummer,  and  thofe  at  greater  difl:ances  could  make  one,  who 
cannot  now  come  at  all ;  and  above  double  the  number  would  be  employed  ia 
hunting,  and  many  more  fldns  would  be  brought  to  market,  that  they  cannot  now 
afford  to  bring,  for  the  expence  and  low  price  given  for  them.  The  fl:reani  is  fo 
gentle  from  the  Fork  to  York  Fort,  on  either  branch,  that  large  veflTels  and  fliallops 
may  be  built  there,  and  carry  down  the  bulky  goods,  and  alfo  return  again  againfl: 
the  flream  ;  and  the  climate  is  good  and  fit  to  produce  grain,  pulfe,  &c.  and  very  good 
grafs  and  hay  for  horfes  and  cattle  ;  and  if  afterwards  any  fettlement  were  made  upon 
Pachegoia,  and  veflTels  built  to  navigate  that  lake,  which  is  not  more  northerly  than  the 
latitude  of  5  2  degcees,  the  trade  would  be  fl;ill  vafl:ly  inlarged  and  improved,  and  fpread 
the  trade  not  only  up  the  river  and  lakes,  as  far  as  the  Lake  du  Bois  and  du  Pluis,  but 
alfo  among  the  Affinibouls,  and  nations  beyond  them ;  and  the  nation  de  Vieux 
Hommes,  who  are  two  hundred  leagues  wefliward  of  Pachegoia.  He  fays  the  nations 
who  go  v-p  that  river  with  prefents,  to  confirm  the  peace,  are  three  months  in  going, 
and  fay  ihcy  live  behind  a  range  of  mountains  beyond  Aflinibouls ;  he  faw  feveral  of 
them,  who  all  wanted  a  joint  of  their  little  finger,  which  they  faid  was  cut  off  foon  after 
they  were  born,  but  gave  no  reafon  for  it. 

"  Whilft  he  was  at  York  Fort  he  got  acquainted  with  an  old  Indian  who  lived  at 
fome  diflance  from  Nelfon's  Bay  to  the  wefl;ward,  being  one  of  thofe  they  call  the 
home  Indians,  who  had  about  fifteen  years  ago,  gone  at  the  head  of  thirty  warriors  to 
make  war  againfl:  the  Attimofpiquais,  Tete  Plat,  or  Plazcotez  do  Chicns,  a  nation 
lying  northward,  on  the  wefl;crn  ocean  of  America  ;  he  was  the  only  one  that  returned, 
all  the  refl;  being  killed,  or  pcriflied  through  fatigue  or  want  of  food  ;  upon  their 
return,  when  they  went  they  carried  their  own  families  with  them,  and  hunted  and 
fifhed  from  place  to  place  for  two  winters  and  one  fummer,  having  left  their  country  in 

autumn, 
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nutumn,  and  In  April  following  came  to  ihe  foa  fide  on  the  wcftcm  coafl:,  where  thejr 
immediately  made  their  canoes;  at  ft^ne  fmall  diftancc  they  faw  an  ifland,  which  was 
about  a  league  and  a  half  long ;  when  the  tide  was  out,  or  water  fell,  tliey  had  no 
water  betwixt  them  and  the  illand,  but  when  it  rofe,  it  covered  all  the  paflage  and  the 
ifland,  as  high  as  the  woods  upon  tiie  ihore.  There  they  left  their  wives  and  children, 
and  old  men  to  conduft  them  home,  ami  provide  them  with  provifions  by  hunting  and 
fhooting  for  them  upon  the  road ;  and  he  with  thirty  warriors,  went  in  quell  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Tetc  Plat. 

"  After  they  parted  with  their  families  they  came  to  a  {freight  which  they  palTed  in 
their  canoes  ;  the  fea  coaft  lay  almoii;  enll  and  well,  for  he  faid  the  fun  rofe  on  his 
right-hand,  and  at  noon  it  was  almoft  behind  him,  as  he  pafled  the  ftreight,  and  always 
fet  in  the  fea.  After  palling  the  ftreight,  they  coafted  along  the  fea  for  three 
months,  going  into  the  country  and  woods  as  they  went  along  to  hunt  for  provifions. 
He  laid  they  faw  a  great  many  large  black  fifh,  fpouting  up  water  in  the  fea.  After 
they  had  thus  coafted  for  near  three  months,  they  faw  the  footfteps  of  fome  men  on 
the  fand,  by  which  they  judged  they  were  not  far  from  their  enemies ;  upon  which 
they  quitted  their  canoes,  and  went  five  days  through  the  woods  and  bufhes,  which 
were  but  very  low  and  fhrubby,  and  fo  clofe  they  could  with  diliiculty  make  way- 
through  it  ;  and  then  came  to  the  banks  of  a  river,  where  they  found  a  large  town  of 
their  enemies  ;  and,  after  making  their  ufual  cry,  they  difcharged  their  arrows  and 
guns  againft  thofe  who  appeared  ;  upon  which  they  fled  ;  but  finding  how  few  they 
were,  they  returned  and  killed  fifteen  of  them,  and  wounded  three  or  four  more ; 
upon  which  they  fled  to  the  woods,  and  from  thence  made  their  efcape  to  their  canoes 
before  their  enemies  overtook  them  ;  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  fatigue  got  to  the 
ftreights,  and  after  getting  over  they  all  died  one  after  another  of  fatigue  and 
famine,  except  this  old  man ;  leaving  him  alone  to  travel  to  his  own  country,  which 
took  him  up  about  a  year's  time,  having  left  his  gun  when  his  ammunition  was  fpent, 
and,  and  loft  all  his  arrows,  and  upon  his  return  had  not  even  a  knife  with  him  ; 
fo  that  he  was  reduced  to  live  upon  herbs  and  mofs  growing  upon  the  rocks,  and  was 
almoft  famifhed  when  he  reached  the  river  Sakie,  where  he  met  his  friends,  who  relieved 
him  when  he  dcfpaired  of  ever  again  feeing  his  own  country." 

This,  fays  Mr.  Dobbs,  is  the  account  fo  far  as  Jofeph  la  France  could  Inform  me  of 
thofe  countries  fouthward  of  York  Fort,  which  may  be  brought  to  trade  there  in  time. 
It  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  relation  is  equally  inftrudtive  and  entertaining ;  it  makes 
us  at  once  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  reafons  which  Ihould  induce  us 
to  think  it  worth  our  while  to  enquire  about  it ;  it  fhews  us,  that  thefe  countries  are  far 
from  being  unhofpitable,  or  uninhabitable ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  many 
nations  already  known,  and  many  more  of  whom  the  Europeans  have  had  notice  ; 
all  of  whom  are  fufficiently  in  want,  and  have  it  at  the  fame  time  abundantly  in  tlieir 
power  to  pay  us  for  fupplies.  This,  I  fiiy,  is  evidently  made  appear,  fince  it  is  affirmed, 
and  the  fact  is  fo  true  as  not  be  difputed,  that  the  French  carry  on  a  great  trade  with 
thefe  Indians,  and  that  they  are  very  well  able  to  bear  the  rigour  of  the  feafons  in  thofe 
parts;  and  if  they  canbear  it,  furely  fo  may  we. 

It  may  indeed  be  objected,  that  the  French  are  very  apt  to  boaft  of  much  more  than 
they  perform,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  give  an  implicit  credit  to  their  relations, 
efpecially  in  their  own  favour. 

But  this  is  eafily  anfwered,  fince  Mr.  Dobbs  has  alfo  furnifhed  us  with  Englifli 
memoirs  that  prove  the  very  fame  thing ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  quote  from  him  what 
is  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  is  no  Icfs  entertaining  than  the  account  givea 
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US  by  Jofeph  la  France,  and  of  no  lefs  authority  than  his,  fince  it  Is  given  us  by  an 
Englifhman  of  credit,  who  reports  nothing  but  from  his  own  experience  and  obfervation  • 

"  Mr.  Froft,  who  has  been  many  years  employed  by  the  company  in  the  bay,  both 
at  Churchill  and  Moofe  River  faftory,  and  who  was  their  interpreter  with  the  natives, 
and  travelled  a  confuierable  way  into  the  country,  both  north-weft  of  Churchill  and 
fouthward  of  Moofe  River  fadtory,  and  has  refided  at  Moofe  River,  fince  the  factory 
was  made  there  in  1 730,  gives  a  very  good  account  of  that  climate  and  country  there, 
and  up  the  river  fouthward  of  it :  he  fays  the  faftory  is  built  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  in  latitude  51  degrees  28  minutes,  upon  a  navigable  river,  which,  at  twelve  miles 
diflant  from  the  fort,  is  divided  into  two  branches  ;  one  comes  from  the  fouthward,  the 
other  from  the  fouth-weft.  Upon  the  fouthcrn  branch,  all  fort  of  grain  thrives,  as 
barley,  beans,  and  peafe  do  at  the  fa£tol-y,  though  expofed  to  all  the  chilling  winds 
%vhich  come  from  the  ice  in  the  bay.  Upon  the  fouthern  part,  above  the  falls,  there 
grows  naturally  along  the  river,  the  fame  kind  of  wild  oats  and  rye  mentioned  already 
upon  the  lake  of  Sieno,  the  hulk  being  black,  but  the  grain  within  perfeftly  white  and 
clear,  like  rice  ;  the  Indians  beating  it  off  when  ripe  into  their  canoes,  as  they  pafs  along 
the  river,  it  growing  in  the  water,  like  rice.  In  their  woods,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bay,  at  Moofe  and  Albany,  as  well  as  at  Rupert's  River,  are  very  large  timber 
trees  of  all  kinds  ;  oak,  afh,  &c.  as  well  as  pine,  cedar,  and  fpruce  ;  they  have 
exceeding  good  grafs  to  make  hay,  which  improves  every  day,  as  they  cut  ami 
feed  it,  and  may  have  every  where  within  land  all  forts  of  pulfe  and  grain,  and  all 
forts  of  fruit  trees,  as  in  the  fame  climate  in  Europe  ;  for  all  the  forts  they  have  tried 
thrive  very  well. 

"  The  ice  breaks  up  at  Moofe  faftory  in  the  beginning  of  April,  but  higher  up  in 
the  country  in  March.  It  is  navigable  for  canoes  a  great  way  up  among  the  falls  ;  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  there  is  one  fall  of  fifty  feet,  but  above  that  it  is  deep,  and 
navigable  for  a  great  way  ;  the  climate  above  the  fall  is  very  good,  and  the  river 
abounds  with  that  wild  rice.  The  Freuch  have  got  a  houfe,  or  fettlement  for  trade, 
near  the  fouthern  branch,  above  one  hundred  miles  above  the  faftory,  where  they  fell 
their  goods  cheaper  than  the  company  do,  although  it  be  fo  difficult  to  carry  them  fo 
far  from  Canada,  and  very  expenfive  ;  and  give  as  much  for  a  marten's  fkin  as  they  do 
for  a  beaver,  when  we  infift  upon  three  for  one  ;  fo  that  the  French  get  all  the  choice 
iTcins,  and  leave  only  the  refufe  for  the  company.  The  French  have  alfo  got  another 
houfe  pretty  high  up  upon  Rupert's  River,  by  which  they  have  gained  all  the  trade 
upon  the  Eaft  Main,  except  a  little  the  company  get  at  Slude  river."  He  fays,  "  That 
upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  inland  fca,  upon  the  Eaft  Main,  which  has  lately  been 
difcovered,  there  is  an  exceeding  rich  lead  mine,  from  which  the  natives  have  brought 
very  good  ore,  which  might  turn  to  very  great  advantage,  as  well  as  the  furs  upon  that 
coaft,  which  might  bevaftly  increaied  if  the  trade  was  laid  open,  and  fettlemeuts  made 
in  proper  places.  He  fays,  when  he  was  at  Churchill,  he  travelled  a  confiderable  way 
in  the  country  north-weitward  of  the  River  of  Seals,  that  near  the  rivt-r  and  fea-coalt 
there  were  iinall  Ihrubby  woods  ;  but  for  many  miles,  at  leaft  fixty  farther  into  the 
country,  they  had  nothing  but  a  barren  white  mofs,  upon  which  the  rein-deer  feed, 
and  alio  the  moofe,  buffaloes,  and  other  deer  ;  and  the  natives  told  him,  farther  weft- 
ward,  beyond  that  barren  country,  there  were  large  woods.  He  was  acquainted  when 
there,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  with  an  Indian  chief,  who  traded  at  Churchill,  who  had 
been  often  at  a  fine  copper  mine,  which  they  Itruck  off  the  rocks  with  fliarp  Itones. 
He  faid  it  was  upon  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  lay  to  the  northward  of  that 
country  where  they  had  no  night  in  fummer. 

"  As 
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**  As  to  the  trade  at  Churchill,  it  is  increafin_c; ;  it  being  at  too  great  dirtance  from 
the  French  for  them  to  interfere  in  the  trade  ;  in  the  year  1742,  it  amounted  to  twenty 
thoufand  beavers.  There  were  about  one  hundred  up-land  Indians  came  in  their 
canoes  to  trade,  and  about  two  hundred  northern  Indians,  who  brought  their  furs  and 
fkins  upon  fledges  ;  fonie  of  them  came  down  the  River  of  Seals,  fifteen  leagues  north- 
ward of  Churchill,  in  canoes,  and  brought  their  furs  from  thence  by  land.  They  have 
no  beavers  to  the  northward  of  Churchill,  they  not  having  there  fuch  ponds  or  woods  as 
they  choofe  to  feed  upon  ;  but  they  have  great  numbers  of  martens,  foxes,  bears,  rein- 
deer, buflalocs,  wolves,  and  other  bcafts  of  rich  furs,  the  country  being  mofUy  rocky, 
and  covered  with  white  mofs,  upon  which  the  rein-deer,  or  cariboux,  feed, 

"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Imall  wood,  of  the  fprucc  or  fir  kind,  near  the  old  factory  ; 
but  the  wood  improves,  as  it  is  farther  up  the  river  from  the  bay  ;  where  they  have 
juniper,  birch,  and  poplar.  And  more  foutherly  the  timber  is  larger,  and  there  are 
great  variety  of  trees  ;  they  are  under  great  inconveniences  at  the  new  fort,  which  is  upon 
an  elevated  fituation,  upon  a  rock  without  flielter,  clofe  bythefhore,  furrounded  with 
fhow  and  ice  for  eight  months  in  the  year,  expofed  to  all  the  winds  and  ftorms  that 
happen  ;  where  they  can  have  no  convcniency  of  grafs  or  hay,  or  gardening,  and  yet 
they  had  four  or  five  horfes  there,  and  a  bull,  and  two  cows,  near  the  faftor}'  ;  but 
they  were  obliged  to  bring  their  hay  from  a  marfliy  bottom,  fome  miles  up  the  river,  to 
feed  them  in  winter  ;  but  if  a  fettlement  was  made  higher  up  the  river  fouthward,  fome 
leagues  from  the  bay,  in  fhelter,  without  the  reach  of  the  chilling  winds,  they  would 
have  grafs  and  hay  fufiicient,  and  might  have  alfo  gardens  and  proper  greens,  and  roots, 
propagated  there.  They  fay  there  is  a  communication  betwixt  that  river  and  Nelfon's 
River,  at  a  great  diflance  within  land,  or  a  very  fliort  land-carriage  betwixt  them  ;  for 
the  Indians  who  trade  here  tell  them,  each  feafon,  what  chiefs,  with  their  followers,  go 
down  that  year  to  Nclfon  or  Albany  river." 

We  may  juftly  wonder  that  we  never  had  before  any  clear  account  of  thefe  matters, 
confidering  how  long  we  have  had  factories  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  that  on  the  contrary  all 
the  accounts  hitherto  given  reprefent  the  coafts  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  as  the  moft  forlorn 
and  dreadful  part  of  the  univerfe,  hitherto  difcovered  ;  as  regions  freezing  and  frigh  tful, 
almofl  beyond  all  defcription,  and  which  it  would  appear  dreadful  and  cruel  to  fend 
even  malcfadors  to  inhabit.  But  for  this  the  fame  gentleman  has  fully  accounted  ;  and 
it  is  requiiire  that  the  public  fhould  be  very  well  acquainted  with  the  account  that  he  has 
given  ;  for  fmce  the  great  council  of  the  nation  has  thought  fit  to  encourage  an  attempt 
to  difcover  a  paflage  this  way  into  the  South  Seas,  it  is  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
endeavours  will  not  be  wanting  to  pufli  that  attempt  to  the  utmofl  ;  to  facilitate  which 
there  is  nothing  of  fo  great  importance  as  the  proving  that  the  difcouragemc-nts  which 
have  been  hitherto  reprefented  as  infuperable,  have  been  over-rated,  and  that  not- 
w'ithflanding  all  that  has  been  faid  of  them,  it  is  not  only  pofhble  but  probable,  that 
they  may  be  overcome  ;  towards  which  nothing  furely  can  contribute  more  than  the 
pointing  out  the  motives,  upon  which  they  have  hitherto  been  conflantly  reprefented, 
in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  which  is  very  effectually  done  in  the  following  palfage  from  the 
fame  author  ;  who,  as  he  has  ftudied  this  point,  fo  it  muft  be  allowed  he  has  made  it 
as  clear  as  with  reafon  could  well  be  expefted. 

"  The  company  avoid  all  they  can  making  difcoveries  to  the  northward  of  Churchill^ 
or  extending  their  trade  that  wav,  for  fear  they  fhonld  difcover  a  paflage  to  the  weflern 
ocean  of  America,  and  tempt,  by  that  means,  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  merchants  to  lay 
open  their  trade,  which  they  know  they  have  no  legal  right  to  ;  which,  if  the  paflage 
w-as  found,  would  not  only  animate  the  reft  of  the-  merchants   to  purfue  the  trade 
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through  that  paflage,  but  alfo  to  find  out  the  great  advantages  that  might  be  made  of 
the  trade  of  the  rivers  and  countries  adjoining  to  the  bay,  by  which  means  they  would 
lofe  their  beloved  monopoly.  But  the  profpefl:  they  have  of  gain  to  be  made  by 
trading  with  the  Elkimauk  Indians,  for  whale-fin,  whale  and  fea  oil,  and  fea-horfe 
teeth,  induces  them  to  venture  a  floop  annually,  as  flir  as  62  degrees  ^o  minutes,  to 
Whale  Cove,  where  thefe  bidians  meet  them,  and  truck  their  fins  and  oil  with  them. 
But  though  they  are  fully  informed  of  a  fine  copper  mine  on  a  navigable  arm  of  the  fea, 
north-weftward  of  Whale  Cove,  and  tlie  bidians  have  offered  to  carry  their  floops  to  it, 
yet  their  fear  of  difcovering  the  palfage  puts  bounds  to  their  avarice,  and  prevents  their 
going  to  the  mine,  which  by  all  accounts  is  very  rich.  Yet  thofe  who  have  been  at 
Whale  Cove,  own  that  from  thence  northward  is  all  broken  land ;  and  that  after 
paffing  fome  iflands,  they  from  the  hills  fee  the  fea  open,  leading  to  the  weflward. 
And  the  Indians  who  have  been  often  at  the  mine  fay  it  is  upon  a  navigable  arm  of  the 
fea,  of  great  depth,  leading  to  the  fouth-wefl,  where  are  great  numbers  of  large  black 
fifh  fpouting  water,  which  confirms  the  opinion  that  all  the  whales  feen  between  Whale 
Cove  and  Wager  River,  all  come  there  from  the  weftern  ocean,  fmce  none  are  feen  any 
where  elfe  in  Hudfon's  Bay  or  Streight.  All  along  this  coaft  from  the  latitude  62 
degrees,  to  6^  degrees,  a  very  beneficial  fifhery  of  whales  may  be  carried  on  with  thefe 
Elkimauk  Indians  ;  who,  even  without  the  ufe  of  iron,  can  harpoon  and  kill  whales, 
and  if  they  were  fupplied  with  iron  harpoons,  and  proper  cordage,  they  might  be 
brought  to  kill  great  numbers  of  them.  At  prefent  all  their  nets,  lines,  and  fnares, 
are  made  of  whale-bone,  and  moft  of  their  boats  and  other  necellaries  of  the  feal-lkins, 
filh-bones,  and  fea-horfe  teeth,  and  in  making  all  things  neceffary  for  them,  they  are 
very  neat  and  ingenious." 

The  fame  judicious  perfon,  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  fo  much  already,  has 
taken  the  pains  to  give,  from  very  authentic  relations,  a  very  clear,  as  well  as  a  very 
copious  account  of  mod  of  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  at  the  back  of  our  northern 
colonies,  and  between  the  French  fettlementu  in  Canada,  and  on  the  Miffiilippi  River  ; 
with  the  countries  they  inhabited,  and  the  producl  of  thofe  countries,  which  I  efteem  a 
thing  of  very  great  confequence,  and  as  material  a  fervice  to  this  nation,  as  has  been 
rendered  for  many  years  ;  the  account  is  too  long  for  me  to  infert,  but  the  Inferences 
he  draws  from  it  are  fo  juft,  and  of  fo  high  confequence,  that  I  think  it  would  be  an 
injury  done  the  reader  not  to  report  them,  as  it  would  certainly  be  doing  both  him  and 
the  fubjedt  great  wrong,  to  report  them  in  any  other  than  his  own  words,  which  with- 
out farther  preface  I  fhall  ufe  ;  only  it  is  neceffary  to  premife  at  the  time  this  gentleman 
publilhed  his  book,  the  war  with  France  was  not  adually  broke  out. 

"  How  glorious,  fays  he,  would  it  be  for  us  at  the  fame  time  to  civilize  fo  many 
nations,  and  improve  fo  large  and  fpacious  a  country,  by  communicating  our  conftitu- 
tlon  and  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious,  to  fo  m;my  numbers,  whofe  happinefs  and 
pleafure  would  increafe  at  the  fame  time,  that  an  increafe  of  wealth  and  power  would  be 
added  to  Britain. 

"  There  is,  at  prefent,  a  beginning  of  this  fcheme,  by  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Barclay,'who 
is  inftrufting  and  civilizing  the  Mowhawks,  among  the  Iroquefe,  who  from  a  warlike 
nation  have  embarked  in  trade,  and  entered  into  alliances  with  all  nations  round  the 
lakes  Huron  and  Errie,  and  to  the  wefhvard  as  far  as  the  Milliflippi,  which  is  firmly 
eftablidied  by  the  gain  they  make  by  the  trade.  The  Englifli,  from  New  York,  have 
fixed  at  Ofwega,  in  their  country,  upon  equitable  terms  with  all  the  Indians,  who  come 
now  from  a  great  diftance  to  trade  at  that  town  ;  Indians  coming  now  to  trade  there, 
whofe  names  were  never  before  known  to  the  Englifli.     This  therefore  feeras  to  be  the 
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critical  time  to  begin  this  fettlement,  on  the  banks  of  Condc  River.  If  there  be  a  v.ar 
with  I'Vance,  as  we  are  at  a  great  expence  to  fave  the  Hberties  of  Europe,  and  fupport 
the  Houfe  of  Aulh'ia,  fince  we  can  have  nothing  in  Europe  beneficial  for  us  ;  in  cafe  we 
are  fuccefsful  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  we  ought  to  flipulate  for  fomcthing 
advantageous  in  America  ;  and  the  Icaft  we  ought  to  claim  is  our  riglit  to  the  American 
lakes,  and  fecuring  the  navigation  of  them.  The  French  have,  at  prefent,  two  little 
forts,  and  about  thirty  men  in  each  ;  at  Niagara,  and  the  freights  of  St.  Jofeph  ; 
and  a  few  men  at  IMiiiiliackiiuic,  and  at  the  bottom  ol  the  Illinefe  Lake.  Thefe  we 
ought  to  have  from  them,  either  by  force  or  treaty,  which  would  .'ecure  the  inland 
trade  to  us,  and  prevent  their  future  incroachments,  either  there  or  in  Iludfon's  Bay  ; 
and  to  do  this  elFedtually,  wovild  be  to  make  a  fettlement  near  the  lake  Errie,  which 
may  be  done  with  little  or  no  expence,  confidering  our  prefent  barrier  and  alliance,  and 
trade  with  the  natives  ;  and  whenever  our  troops  are  difbanded,  fome  of.  them  may  be 
fent  over  upon  half-pay,  to  fix  in  proper  places  and  make  good  our  poffeflions,  which 
would  be  a  fine  retreat  to  cur  foldiers,  who  cannot,  fo  eafily,  after  being  difbanded, 
bring  themfelves  again  to  hard  labour,  after  being  fo  long  difufed  to  it. 

"  By  thefe  fettlements,  and  thofe  adjoining  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  by  opening  the 
trade  to  the  bay,  many  thoufands  more  would  be  employed  in  trade,  and  a  much 
greater  vent  would  be  opened  to  our  manufa£tures  ;  whereas,  all  the  trade  we  have  at 
prefent,  whilft  it  is  thus  confined  to  the  company,  is  the  employment  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  in  all  their  faftories  ;  and  two  or  three  fhips  in  that  trade,  manned 
perhaps  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  in  time  of  war,  to  enrich  nine  or  ten  mer- 
chants at  their  country's  expence,  at  the  fame  time  betraying  the  nation,  by  allowing 
the  French  to  encroach  upon  us  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  having  given  up  by  that 
means  the  greatelt  part  of  their  trade  there  to  the  French.  It  is  therefore  humbly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  government,  whether  it  is  not  juft,  as  well  as  prudent,  to  open  the  trade 
to  all  the  Britifli  merchants,  and  refume,  at  the  fame  time,  the  charter,  fo  far  as  to 
take  from  them  all  the  lands  they  have  not  reclaimed  or  occupied,  after  feventy  years 
pofl'efiion,  leaving  them  only  their  faftories,  and  fuch  lands  as  they  have  reclaimed, 
adjoining  to  them  ;  and  to  give  grants,  as  ufual,  in  other  colonies,  to  all  who  fhall  go  over 
to  trade,  and  make  fettlements  in  the  country  ;  for  no  grant  was  ever  intended  to  be 
made  to  them,  to  enable  them  to  prevent  other  fubjefts  of  Britain  from  planting  thofe 
colonies,  which  they  themfelves  would  not  plant  or  occupy  ;  for  fuch  a  power,  inflead 
of  being  beneficial,  would  be  the  greateft  prejudice  to  Britain.  It  is  therefore  become  a 
general  law  in  all  the  colonies,  that  thofe  who  take  grants  of  land,  and  do  not  plant  them 
in  a  reafonable  limited  time,  forfeit  their  right  to  thofe  lands,  and  a  new  grant  is  made 
out  to  fuch  others  as  fhall  plant  and  improve  them  ;  and  if  this  grant  be  not  immediately 
refumed  fo  far,  and  the  trade  laid  open,  and  fome  force  be  not  fent  to  fecure  our 
fouthern  plantations  in  the  bay  by  the  government,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  a  French 
war,  we  fliali  fee  the  French  immediately  difpoflefs  the  company  of  all  their  faftories  but 
Churchill,  and  all  thefe  countries,  and  that  trade,  will  be  in  poflelTionof  the  French. 

"  To  the  making  fuch  fettlements  fome  objedions  have  been  made  by  the  friends  of 
the  company,  as  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  people  to  go  to  fettle  and  plant  in  fo  cold 
a  country,  and  the  difficulty  and  danger  attending  the  making  fettlements  higher  up 
upon  the  rivers,  and  navigating  them,  as  they  are  fo  full  of  falls  and  rapids,  that  can  only 
be  navigated  by  the  natives  in  fmall  canoes,  made  of  birch  bark,  which  cannot  contain 
above  two  men  with  any  cargo  ;  and  in  thefe  they  are  often  overfet,  and  are  in  fuch 
danger  of  being  drowned,  and  of  fpoiling  their  goods,  that  they  are  often  obliged  to 
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carry  their  canoes  and  cargo  from  place  to  place,  which  obflruds  greatly  and  delays  the 
navigation  ;  and  that  fcarce  five  men  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  whicli  the  com- 
pany now  have  in  the  bay,  will  venture  themfelves  in,  or  can  conduft  lucli  canoes,  with- 
out imminent  danger  of  being  drowned,  and  confequently  thefe  hardfhips  and  diffi- 
culties will  counter-balance  the  profit  to  be  made  of  fetthng  higher  up  in  the  country, 
upon  the  rivers,  in  pleafanter  and  warmer  climates. 

"  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  by  the  accounts  already  given  here  of  thefe  climates  and 
countries,  by  impartial  perfons,  who  do  not  want  to  difguife  the  truth,  it  appears  that 
the  cold  is  tolerable,  even  at  thefe  difadvantageous  fettlements  at  prefent  in  the  bay  ; 
and  that  upon  paffing  only  five  or  fix  leagues  up  the  rivers  into  the  country,  the  climate 
is  fo  altered,  as  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  fame  latitudes  in  Europe  ;  and  that  thefe 
prodigious  accounts  of  the  effecls  of  cold,  are  calculated  only  to  ferve  the  company,  in 
order  to  prevent  people  from  going  there  to  fettle,  and  encroach  upon  the  company's 
monopoly  of  trade.  And  to  the  difficulty  they  make  about  navigating  thefe  rivers  in 
thofe  fmall  canoes,  and  the  finall  number  eniployed  by  the  company,  who  will  venture 
in  them,  or  can  condudl:  them,  I  anfwer,  that  their  fervants  being  at  prefent  no  gainers 
by  trade,  will  not  endeavour  to  learn  to  navigate  thefe  canoes,  where  there  is  anv  rift, 
and  care  neceflary  to  prevent  the  danger.  Befides,  the  company  allows  them  no  time 
to  learn,  by  confining  them  to  their  faftories,  whillt  the  Indian  trade  continues,  and  the 
navigation  is  open  ;  and  at  other  times  keeps  them  employed  in  cutting  wood  for  firing, 
bringing  it  home,  fliooting,  fifhing,  and  digging  in  their  gardens,  to  fupply  themfelves 
with  provifions,  to  leffen  the  company's  expence,  fo  that  they  are  allowed  no  time  to 
learn  to  navigate  thefe  boats,  or  to  go  up  the  rivers  to  obferve  the  foil  and  climate,  or 
what  improvements  might  be  made  in  the  country.  But  if  they  were  mailers  of  their 
own  time,  and  could  advance  their  w-ealth  by  trade,  and  found  a  confiderabl.3  profit  to 
arife  to  them  by  their  dexterity  in  managing  thefe  canoes,  and  the  great  pleafure  and 
fatisfaftion  they  would  have  by  living  in  a  fine  climate  among  thefe  lakes  and  rivers, 
they  would  be  as  enterprizing  and  dexterous  as  the  Cureur  de  Bois,  and  be  as  able  to 
navigate  among  thefe  water-falls,  as  the  French.  Neither  is  it  impracticable  to  prevent 
even  thofe  canoes  from  overfetting,  by  outlagers  or  blown  bladders  fixed  to  their  fides, 
or  other  kind  of  boats  may  be  ufed,  fuch  as  are  made  at  Torneo  in  Sweden,  upon  the 
rivers  falling  into  the  Bothnic  Gulph,  and  Laplanders  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  go 
there  to  teach  them  how  to  make  and  manage  thefe  boats,  and  train  up  rein-deer  to 
draw  in  fledges  in  winter,  and  alfo  to  ufe  Lapland  flroes,  which  are  better  than  thofe 
ufed  in  America. 

"  If  the  trade  was  once  made  free,  the  profit  made  upon  it  would  induce  many  to 
CO  and  fettle  upon  thofe  rivers,  when  not  only  horfes  and  other  conveniences  would  be 
had  near  the  water-falls,  toaffifl:  the  land  carriage  in  fummer,  but  alfo  horfes  and  rein- 
deer to  draw  their  fledges  in  winter,  as  in  Ruffia,  which  is  almoft  as  cheap  a  carriage 
as  by  water,  when  the  proper  roads  are  made  through  the  woods,  fo  that  objeclion  muft 
be  of  no  force  to  prevent  our  opening  the  trade,  and  fettling  thefe  countries.  But  fup- 
pofing  the  worft,  that  we  could  not  manage  thefe  canoes,  that  could  not  prevent  cur 
fettling  to  advantage  upon  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  above  the  falls,  for  the  natives  might 
ftill  be  our  carriers,  in  navigating  thofe  dangerous  places,  and  taking  our  goods  from 
one  fetllement  to  another,  whillt  we  fliould  be  employed  in  navigation  and  trade  among 
the  lakes  and  rivers  where  there  are  no  falls,  in  larger  veffels,  and  pufh  our  commerce 
fouthward  into  better  climates  and  richer  foils,  and  put  the  natives  upon  improvements 
in  trade,  by  civilizing  and  inftruding  them  in  building  convenient  houfes,  and  aflbciating 
8*  in 
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In  towns,  maklnpf  gardens,  and  tilling  their  lands  ;  providing  them  with  horfcs  and 
tame  cattle,  and  fowl,  for  their  ufe,  and  proper  tools  which  our  trade  would  funiifli 
them  with. 

"  Another  objeftion  Is,  that  it  is  a  dilTicult  and  dangerous  navigation  into  the  bay, 
and  the  trade  is  not  worth  the  rilk.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  navigation  is  not  fo 
dangerous  as  it  is  apprehended  to  be,  but  appears  to  be  more  fo  by  the  infinuations  and 
report  of  the  company  and  their  friends,  who  gave  it  out  in  order  to  deter  others  from 
venturing  and  interfering  in  their  trade,  and  for  that  reafon  they  oblige  their  captains, 
under  a  penalty,  not  to  publifli  any  charts  of  the  bay  and  ftreight.  Captain  Middletoa, 
who  was  in  their  fervice,  made  above  twenty  voyages  to  diftercnt  parts  of  the  bay,  and 
never  lofl:  a  fhip,  nor  had  any  accidciit  in  thefe  voyages ;  nor  have  1  heard  tiiat  the 
company,  in  about  twenty-three  years,  have  lofl:  any  fhips  in  that  trade,  but  two,  and 
the  men  and  cargo  were  faved  by  Captain  Middleton.  Where  captains  are  careful  In 
the  ice,  there  Is  not  much  danger  ;  it  Is  of  great  advantage  to  them  that  there  Is  na 
night  at  that  feafon  they  enter  the  bay,  where  the  quantity  of  ice  is  greateft ;  and  when 
they  return  In  September,  or  even  in  Oclober,  all  the  ice  is  in  a  manner  diflblved  or 
palled  out  of  the  {freight  Into  the  ocean,  and  none  feen  that  can  hinder  their  paflage. 

"  It  Is  probable,  that  during  the  whole  winter,  from  Oclober  to  March,  there  is  no 
ice  In  the  firelght  to  obfliruft  their  paifage  Into  or  out  of  the  bay;  for  a  Ihip  which 
chanced  to  be  clofed  up  with  ice  In  an  inlet,  by  breaking  of  the  Ice  got  out,  and 
came  through  the  Ice  at  Chrlftmas,  without  finding  any  Ice  in  the  ftrelght  to  prevent 
her  paflage;  for  the  ice  which  Is  formed  In  bays  and  rivers,  in  winter,  does  not  break 
up  and  get  into  the  channel  or  fl;reight  until  It  begins  to  thaw  upon  the  fliore  in  March 
Or  April ;  at  which  time  it  Is  carried  by  the  winds  and  tide  into  the  ftrelght,  and 
obflrufts  tlie  paflage  in  May  or  June,  until  It  Is  diflblved ;  yet,  even  then,  good 
pilots  know  how  to  avoid  it  and  get  into  the  eddy-tide,  out  of  the  current ;  where 
the  ice  is  more  open,  and  not  drove  together  by  the  winds  and  current,  as  it  is  in 
the  channel.  But  thefe  difficulties  would  leflen  every  day,  if  the  trade  were  opened 
and  the  voyages  more  frequent,  by  the  great  number  of  Ihlps,  which  would  make 
many  more  experienced  pilots.  And  as  there  is  now  a  more  accurate  chart  publiflied 
of  the  ftrelght  and  bay,  by  Capt.  Middleton,  with  the  Iflands,  foundings,  tides,  and 
variation,  the  navigation  will  become  lefs  dangerous  daily,  and  coves,  and  places  of 
flielter  for  ftilps,  will  be  found  out,  by  the  number  of  Ihlps  which  would  then  pafs, 
and  be  trading  in  thofe  feas  which  are  now  unknown.  I  therefore  apprehend,  that 
the  danger  of  the  Ice  Is  more  in  Imagination  than  reality,  when  care  and  judgment 
are  employed ;  for  fhips  are  moftly  Inclofed  In  ice  In  calm  weather  and  fogs,  when 
the  ice  prevents  the  motion  of  the  fea  ;  ftormy  weather  difperfes  and  breaks  Che  ice, 
unlefs  they  get  under  the  lee  of  a  large  ifland  of  Ice  ;  and  then  they  faften  to  it,  and 
drive  along  with  It,  whilft  the  fmaller  ice  to  leeward  Is  drove  from  them  by  the  wind, 
and  the  large  iflands,  being  many  fathoms  deep  In  the  water,  come  on  ground  before 
the  fiiips  are  in  danger  of  being  forced  on  Ihore  In  fliallow  water. 

"  The  greatcft  danger  and  delay  from  die  ice  is  In  the  entrance  into  die  ftrelght ;  for 
the  firft  forty  leagues  from  thence  the  quantity  Is  lefs,  and  they  pafs  on  with  lefs  difS- 
culty ;  and  after  getting  into  the  bit}-,  the  noit!i-weft  fide  Is  the  treeft  from  Ice ;  die 
bottom  of  the  bay  Is  full  of  low  flat  Ice,  which  Is  all  diflblved  In  the  latter  end  of  fum- 
mer.  Upon  the  whole,  except  two  flilps,  which  were  loft  in  King  William's  reign, 
and  a  French  fliip,  after  an  engagement  vn  ith  our  Ihips  when  they  attacked  Fort  Nellon, 
1  have  heard  of  none,  except  the  Ihlps  already  menrioned,  o^vhlch  have  been  loft  in  the 
voyage.     The  two  fliips  wliich  went  out  with  Barlow,  in  1719,  to  find  the  north-weft 

pallage. 
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paflage,  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the  company,  if  they  did  not  make  tlie  paffage 
were  probably,  in  the  winter,  furprifed  by  the  natives,  and  were  not  loft  in  the  ice  ;  for 
they  fay,  that  the  natives,  in  about  latitude  6t,  degrees,  where  they  fuppofe  they  were 
loft,  are  fhyer  fmce  that  time  in  trading  with  the  company's  Hoops  j  which  they  appre- 
hend to  be  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  fearing  that  if  it  were  known  they  fhould  ftill 
be  punifhed  for  it.  Since,  therefore,  the  greateft  danger  from  the  ice,  is  in  pafling 
the  ftreight,  and  fo  few  accidents  have  happened  in  fo  many  years,  the  navigation,  I 
think,  cannot  be  called  dangerous,  though  it  has  been  fo  apprehended,  and  not  equal 
to  the  whale-fifliers,  who  go  annually  to  Spitlbcrg  and  Davis's  Streights  to  latitudes  78 
and  80  degrees,  without  any  objeftion  to  that  navigation,  either  by  the  Dutch,  Ham- 
burghers,  Danes,  Bifcayners,  or  Englifli." 

He  concludes  from  thence,  that  the  opening  the  trade  and  fettling  in  the  bay,  would 
prove  a  great  benefit  to,  and  great  improvement  of,  our  trade,  which  might  be  vaftly 
increafed,  as  well  in  refpett  to  furs  as  to  mines,  and  the  whale-fifhery  ;  all  which 
might  be  carried  on  with  the  afliftance  ot  the  Indians,  and  would  turn  to  a  very  hi^  h 
profit,  even  fuppofing  that  no  paifage  to  the  north-weft  ftiould  ever  be  found ;  but 
ihould  future  experience  demonftrate  that  this  gentleman's  notions  are,  in  this  refpedt, 
well  founded,  and  this  long  fought  for  pailage  fhould  actually  be  difcovered,  it  would 
then  certainly  follow  that  this  country,  fo  little  known  and  fo  much  defpifed  till  very 
lately,  would  become  of  more  confequence  to  us  than  almoft  any  colony  in  America. 
Here  let  me  take  the  liberty  of  oblerving  what  hitherto,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  nev.r 
yet  been  confidered ;  that  if  fuch  a  paflage  to  the  north-weft  fliould  be  difcovered 
before  thefe  countries  are  tolerably  planted,  the  French  would  have  a  fair  opportunity 
of  fupplanting  us  in  the  advantages  expected  from  that  important  attempt ;  and  perliaps 
we  fliould  then  be  forced  to  fight  for  the  poflfeflion  of  countries  that  are  now  thought 
not  worth  the  having. 

It  may  likewife  deferve  fome  thought,  whether  it  be  not  better  to  attempt  fuch  fet- 
tlements  without  lofs  of  time,  as  muft  at  all  events  be  highly  ufcful  a:id  ferviceable  to 
this  nation,  by  dividing  the  French  fettlements  in  Canada,  and  on  the  Milliflippi,  from 
each  other,  than  to  wait  till  the  importance  of  fuch  fettlements  fliall  appear  in  fo  glaring 
a  light,  as  they  muft  immediately  do  if  fuch  a  pafliige  fliould  be  difcovered ;  for  we 
ought  to  remember,  from  the  famous  inftance  ot  our  being  difappointed  in  our  defign 
of  fettling  the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter,  in  a 
time  of  full  peace,  for  us  to  acquire  any  advantage  in  point  of  commerce,  at  the 
expence  of  the  French,  who,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  not  tail  to  take  the  fame  vigorous 
meafures  that  they  did  in  the  cafe  before  mentioned.  I  have  taken  the  more  pains  to 
place  this  matter  in  a  fair  and  true  light,  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded  this  is  the  time  in 
which  only  it  can  be  confidered  to  advantage  ;  for  if  the  cafe  now  in  view  (I  mean,  the 
difcovery  of  a  north-weit  paflTage)  fliouId  ever  come,  as  I  am  convinced,  fooner  or  later 
it  will  come  to  be  the  cafe  in  fact,  the  face  of  aflairs  will  be  quite  changed,  and  this 
new  route  to  the  South  Seas  and  Eaft  Indies  will  produce  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  whole 
commercial  fyftem  of  Europe,  that  things  will  be  feen  to  be  then  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence, which  at  prefc^'nt  molt  people  look  upon  as  dreams  and  vifions,  notwithftanding 
the  late  fanftion  given  them  by  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament. 

But  it  becomes  a  prudent  and  fenfible  people,  and  above  all,  it  imports  a  maritime 
power,  to  confider  things  in  time,  and  while  what  is  propofed  for  their  benefit  is  eafy, 
or  at  leaft  pratticable ;  and  not  to  defer  and  delay  things  till  from  being  troublefome 
and  difficult  they  come  to  be  abiblutely  impoflible.  We  know  what  fliarp  and  cutting 
remarks  have  been  made  on  the  meaiinefs  of  King  James's  fpirit,  in  fuftering  the  Dutch 
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to  defpoil  us  of  the  fplce  trade :  we  cannot  but  remember  the  fevere  refleftions  on 
Queen  Anne's  miniftry,  for  not  fecuring  to  us  Cape  Breton,  and  therefore  we  fhould 
be  cautious  of  falling  a  third  time  into  the  fame  miflake,  and  of  running  the  hazard  of 
making  a  great  difcovery,  fuch  as  all  the  world  allows  that  of  the  north-wefl:  palfage 
would  be,  rather  for  other  people's  benefit  than  our  own,  fmce  it  mud  pafs  for  a  blun- 
der, greater  than  ever  was  made  by  our  anceflors,  and  would  render  us  effeftually 
ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  lateft  pofterity. 

12.  The  method  we  have  taken  in  defcribing  the  acquifitions  of  our  nation  In  Ame- 
rica, leads  us  next  to  fpeak  of  the  noble  country  of  Penfylvania  ;  the  befl  projecled, 
and  one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  of  our  colonies  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 
We  have  before  mentioned  Admiral  Penn,  who  in  conjunction  with  Col.  Venables, 
conquered  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  for  this  nation ;  he  became  afterwards  Sir  William 
Penn,  and  {food  in  as  high  a  degree  of  credit  with  King  Charles  II.  and  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  any  feaman  of  that  time,  as  indeed  he  very  well  deferved  ;  for,  with 
abilities  fuperior  to  moft,  he  had  as  great  modefty  as  any  man,  and  was  ready,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  ierve  his  country  in  any  ftation  that  was  found  prafticable.  It  was  this 
excellent  difpofition  of  mind  that  fecured  him  from  danger  under  one  government,  and 
recommended  him  to  preferment  under  another  ;  for  when  the  Duke  of  York  propofed 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Englifh  fleet  upon  himfelf  in  the  Dutch  war,  as  Lord  High 
Admiral,  he  made  choice  of  Sir  William  Penn  as  the  moft  experienced,  and  the  moft 
capable  officer  to  ferve  under  him,  which  he  did  with  equal  fatisfaiStion  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  a-edit  to  himfelf;  eftablifhing  thereby  fuch  a  reputation  at  court,  as 
lafted  during  his  life,  and  proved  no  lefs  ufeful  to  his  fon. 

But  Sir  William  Penn  did  not  long  enjoy  his  high  itation,  and  dying  in  the  weft 
country  where  he  was  born,  was  buried  in  Redclift'  church  in  Briftol,  having,  in  reward 
of  his  iervices,  had  a  promile  of  the  grant  of  this  country  from  King  Charles  the  lid. 
Sir  William  had  a  kinfman  who  was  one  of  the  firft  planters  in  New  England,  and  it  is, 
doubtlefs,  from  him  that  he  had  exaft  and  particular  information  of  the  advantages  that 
might  be  made  of  lands  and  fettlements  in  this  continent  of  America.  But  young 
Mr.  Penn  did  not  for  fome  years  apply  himfelf  ftrenuoufly  to  folicit  the  promifed  grant, 
till  at  laft  finding  his  friends,  the  Quakers,  were  haraiTed  all  over  England  by  fpiritUal 
courts,  he  refolved  to  put  himi'elf  at  the  head  of  as  many  as  would  go  with  him  and 
remove  to  this  country,  of  which  he  obtained  the  grant  in  the  year  1679. 

He  gave  it  the  name  of  Penfylvania  fome  time  before  he  was  adtually  invefted  with  it, 
and  fo  it  is  called  in  the  original  patent,  bearing  date  March  the  4th  1680.  "  It  con- 
tained all  that  trad  of  land  in  America,  with  all  the  iflands  belonging  to  it,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  40th  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  43d  degree,  whofe  eaftern  bound, 
from  twelve  Englifh  miles  above  Newcaftle,  alias  Delawar  town,  runs  all  along  upon 
the  fide  of  Delawar  river."  So  that  it  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  that  bay  and  river, 
and  the  eaftern  fea ;  on  the  north  by  Wefl  New  Jerfey,  or  rather  New  York,  for  it 
runs  a  great  way  above  the  Jerfeys  ;  on  the  weft  by  the  Indian  nations,  about  the  heads 
of  Sufquahanaugh  and  Delawar  rivers,  by  which  we  fee  it  ftretches  far  within  land, 
that  river  running  through  it  about  two  or  three  hundred  miles ;  on  the  fouth  it  is 
bounded  by  Maryland,  and  reaching  from  Penfbury  near  the  falls  of  the  river  to  Han- 
lope,  near  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  diredly  j  but  it  is 
narrow  all  along,  being  very  much  crowded  in  the  breadth  by  Maryland. 

The  bounds  and  extent  we  have  mentioned  are  in  the  original  grant ;  but  Mr.  Penn 
having  afterwards  obtained  part  of  Nova  Belgia  of  the  Duke  of  York,  it  was  added  to 
the  country  in  the  firft  grant,  and  both  together  called  Penfylvania,  which  is  divided 
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into  three  upper  and  three  lower  counties ;  the  three  upper  counties,  Buckingham, 
Philadelphia,  and  Cheuer,  are  the  Penfylvania,  fo  called  in  King  Charles's  grant. 
The  three  lower  counties,  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex,  are  taken  out  of  Nova  Belgia^, 
or  the  province  of  New  Yoik.  The  upper  counties  end  at  Marcus  Hook,  four  miles 
below  Chelter  Town ;  the  lower  run  along  the  coaft  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
and  are  forty  miles  deep  towards  Maryland.  Thus  the  whole  province  of  Penfylvania, 
from  the  Falls  Townfliip,  to  twenty  miles  below  Hanlope  or  Cape  William,  is  in  length 
three  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  in  breadth  two  hundred.  The  river  Delawar, 
above  and  below  the  Falls,  for  a  good  length,  is  called  the  Freflies,  and  near  the  mouth 
are  the  marlhes,  very  fertile  and  profitable. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Penn  had  got  his  patent,  he  invited  feveral  perfons  to  purchafe  lands 
under  it.  Though  he  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  the  title  granted  him  by  Charles  the  IkL 
and  his  brother.  He  alfo  bought  the  land  of  the  Indians.  The  Swedes,  who  had 
encroached  upon  the  Dutch,  the  firfi;  planters  here,  as  well  as  at  New  York,  fettled 
upon  or  near  the  Frefiies  of  Delawar.  The  Fins,  or  inhabitants  of  Finland,  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  applied  themfelves  chiefly  to  hulbandry.  The  king  of  Swedea 
appointed  a  governor  here,  who  had  often  difputes  with  the  governor  that  prefided  over 
the  Dutch.  The  latter  applied  themfelves  moftly  to  traffic,  living  upon,  or  near,  the 
bay,  and  by  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York.  The  Dutch  alfo  were  too  powerful- 
for  the  Swedes,  who,  finding  they  could  not  maintain  their  ground,  fubmltted  to  their 
ftronger  neighbours.  Accordingly  John  Rifeing,  the  Swedifli  governor,  made  a  formal 
furrender  of  the  country  to  Peter  Styerfont,  governor  for  the  States  General,  after 
■which  this  province  continued  fubjecl  to  their  Republic  till  the  Engliih  drove  the  Dutch 
out  of  New  Amfterdam  or  New  York,  which  made  the  polfellion  of  thofe  territories 
the  more  eafy  to  Mr.  Penn. 

There  were  a  few  Engliili  here  before  Mr.  Penn  fent  over  the  firft  adventurers  under 
his  patent,  over  whom  he  placed,  as  governor,  Colonel  \Villiam  Markham,  his  nephew,, 
to  whom  both  Dutch  and  Swedes  fubmitted.  '  Tliofe  that  went  over,  were  generally 
diflenters,  from  London,  Liverpool,  and  efpecially  BriPcol,  for  the  weft  of  England 
abounded  with  dilTenters  more  than  other  counties  ;  they  fliipped  themfelves  at  Briftol 
in  great  numbers  for  Penfylvania.  Mr.  Thomas  Gouldney,  and  Mr.  Duddleftone,  two. 
tobacco  merchants  of  that  city,  about  this  time  fitted  out  tlie  Unicorn,  a  fhip  of  three 
hundred  tons,  for  this  voyage ;  which  putting  into  Start,  took  in  a  great  many  from 
Bridgewater.  Mr.  Penn  had  fold  twenty  thoufand  acres  of  his  property  to  Mr.  James 
Claypool,  Mr.  Niciiolas  Moor,  Mr.  Philip  Ford,  and  others,  vi'ho  formed  a  company, 
and  had  a  ftreet,  and  a  fide  of  a  ftreet,  fet  out  for  them  in  Philadelphia,  with  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  the  city  liberties.  They  fet  up  a  tannery,  a  faw  mill,  a  glafs 
houfe,  and  a  whalery  ;  of  tlie  two  latter,  I  fuppofe,  they  never  made  any  great  profit. 
The  proprietors  conditions  of  fide  were  thefe :  Buyers  purchafed  after  the  rate  of 
twenty  pounds  for  one  thoufimd  acres,  fo  that  he  put  four  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket 
immediately,  but  that  was  a  trille  to  what  went  out  of  it  for  the  grant  and  experiments 
to  people  and  fettle  the  country ;  the  quit-rent  was  twelve  pounds  for  every  hundred 
jcrcs.  This  was  cheap  enough,  but  I  think  the  renters  were  not  fo  well  ufed,  for 
they  were  to  pay  fo  much  an  acre  yearly.  Thus  thefe  twenty  thoufand  acres  which  he 
fold  the  company,  would,  if  rented,  have  brought  him  one  thoufand  pounds  a-year. 
Since  that  time  the  value  of  land  is  fo  much  rifen,  that  I  have  been  credibly  informed  it 
has  fold  for  twenty  years  purchafe,  at  feveral  miles  dhtant  from  Philadelphia ;  and  that 
near  it  has  gone  at  a  pound  an  acre,  and  in  fome  places  at  more  than  a  pound  an 
acre  yearly. 

We 


OF   THE   ENGLISH    IN   AMERICA.  379 

"We  have  mentlonetl  near  fom-  thoufand  acres  to  be  at  this  time  parcelled  out  for 
fale,  fome  at  fixty  miles  diftant  from  Philadelphia  ;  but  none  of  thefe  parcels  will  fetch 
a  tenth  part  of  hich  rates  as  thcle.  Servants,  men  and  women,  were  to  have  fifty  acres 
when  their  times  were  out,  and  owners  of  land  fifty  acres  a  head  for  fuch  fervants, 
men  or  women.  In  the  year  i6Si  Mr.  Penn  went  himfelf  to  Penfylvania,  and  carried 
with  him,  and  there  went  after  him,  two  ihoufand  fouls ;  a  prodigious  augmentation 
in  lefs  than  a  year !  And  he  might  with  reafon  fay  as  he  did,  it  was  made  at  once  a 
country.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  he  took,  the  government  into  his  own  hands,  and 
entered  upon  treaties  with  the  Indian  kings,  for  purchafing  his  patent-lands,  and  others, 
as  is  before  hinted.  One  may  aflure  one's  felf  he  gave  but  little  for  them,  and  if  the 
French  and  Spaniards  fcorncd  to  pay  fuch  a  compliment  to  natural  right,  and  chofe 
rather  to  feize  the  lands  of  tlie  Indian  natives  by  violence,  it  was  what  might  have  been 
expefted  from  the  religion  and  tyranny  of  the  countries  from  whence  they  came. 
Twenty  miles  of  territory  were  thus  bought  of  the  Indians  for  lefs  than  an  acre  of  the 
bed:  ground  about  Philadelphia  would  be  valued  at  now.  But  the  Indians,  in  a  little 
time,  obferving  what  profit  the  Englifli  made  of  the  land  they  fold  them,  and  that  by 
the  coming  over  of  fuch  numbers  every  year,  it  would  be  more  and  more  wanted,  they 
raifed  the  price  ten  times  as  nmch  as  it  was  at  firft,  and  yet  it  was  unconfcionably 
cheap,  and  for  a  long  time  purchafed  by  the  mile,  and  not  by  the  acre.  Indeed  they 
knew  not  what  to  do  with  it,  they  had  not  hands  enough  to  cultivate  a  hundredth  part ; 
and  if  they  could  have  raifed  fuch  a  produfl:  there  was  no  body  to  buy  it.  The  pur- 
chafe  was  all  clear  gains  to  them ;  and  by  the  coming  of  the  Englifli,  the  peiltry  trade 
became  fo  profitable,  that  they  were  foon  in  a  condition  to  better  their  manner  of 
houfing,  clothing,  and  living,  as  they  did  very  much,  and  are  now  in  thefe  articles  as 
well  accommodated  as  the  European  peafantry,  in  many  places. 

When  the  province  began  to  be  planted,  almofl  to  the  mouth  of  Delaware,  it  was 
laid  out  into  the  before-mentioned  counties,  in  order  to  choofe  reprefentatives,  and 
eftablilh  courts  for  the  difiribution  of  juftice.  The  original  draught  of  the  conflitution 
for  this  province  was  made  by  that  great  lawyer  Sir  William  Jones,  and  by  it  the  gover- 
nor and  people  have  a  legillative  power.  Sir  William  Jones  had  too  much  under- 
ftanding,  virtue,  and  honour,  to  throw  the  people  out  of  the  queftion,  when  their 
religion,  their  liberty,  their  well-being  in  this  world  and  the  next,  were  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned in  it.  No  law  can  be  here  made,  nor  money  raifed,  but  by  confent  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  rights  and  freedom  of  England  were  to  be  in  force.  They  were  to 
make  no  law  agdhifl:  allegiance,  and  then  they  might  enafl:  what  laws  they  pleafed  for 
the  profperity  and  fecurity  of  the  province.  Mr.  Penn  held  two  General  Aflemblies 
while  he  was  in  the  country,  and  with  fuch  unanimity  and  difpatch,  that  though  they 
made  laws  by  fcores,  no  lefs  than  feventy,  yet  they  had  done  their  bufinefs  in  three 
weeks  time.  They  prefented  the  proprietary  with  an  import;  on  certain  goods,  but  he 
remitted  it ;  A\hlch  was  artful  enough,  to  have  a  thing  given  on  purpofe  to  give  it 
away  again  to  ihofe  that  gave  it.  He  eflablilhed  courts  of  juftice  in  every  county,  with 
proper  officers,  to  prevent  law-fuits  and  contentions.  Among  thefe  pafTive  people 
there  are  alfo  three  peace-makers,  chofen  by  every  county  court,  in  the  nature  of 
common  arbitrators,  to  hear  and  end  differences  between  man  and  man.  Every  Spring 
and  Fall  there  is  an  orphans  court  in  each  county,  to  infpect  and  regulate  the  affairs  of 
widows  and  orphans. 

Pi/Ir.  Penn  w;;s  vifited  by  tlie  kins:;s,  and  queens,  and  great  men  among  the  Indians, 
of  whom  the  greateft  did  not  think  himfelf  too  good  to  go  on  the  proprietaries  errands, 
if  he  had  thought  fit  to  fend  him.     Both  the  Dutch  and  the  Swedes,  within  this  jurii-. 
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diftion,  were  very  well  pleafed  with  his  coming,  and  his  conduft  ;  and  there  were,  at 
that  time,  almoft  as  many  Swedes  and  Dutch  in  Penlylvania  as  Englifli.  Mr.  Penn 
flaid  here  above  two  years,  till  he  had  fettled  things  to  his  own  and  the  people's  liking  ; 
he  then  returned  to  England,  to  forward  the  aft'aii-s  of  the  propriety  there,  as  he  had 
done  here.  He  was  generous  and  free  of  his  thoughts  and  expreffions,  which  were  not 
always  fufficiently  guarded ;  and  after  the  Revolution  he  became  fufpeded,  from  his 
credit  with  King  James.  That  we  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
truly  great  man  acted  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  eftablifhed  his  government  upon 
the  folid  bafis  of  a  pcrfefl:  agreement  with  the  natives,  let  us  hear  what  he  himfelf  fays 
upon  this  fubjeft  :  Mr.  Penn,  in  a  letter  to  his  friends  in  England,  on  the  fituation  of 
his  affairs  at  that  time,  relates.  That  he  had  attended  the  Indian  kings  and  their  councils 
in  feveral  treaties,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  lajids,  and  for  adjufting  the  terms  of  trade 
between  them.  And  that  their  order  was  thus :  "  Their  king  (fays  Mr.  Penn)  was 
feated  in  the  middle  of  an  half  moon,  or  femi-circle ;  his  council,  the  old  and  wife, 
fitting  on  each  hand ;  behind  them,  at  a  little  diftance,  fat  the  young  men,  in  the 
fame  figure :  having  refolved  their  bufinefs,  the  king  commanded  one  of  them  to 
fpeak  to  me.  He  flood  up,  and  came  to  me,  and  in  the  king's  name  faluted  me ; 
taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  telling  me,  he  was  ordered  by  his  king  to  fpeak  to  me, 
and  that  now  it  was  not  he,  but  the  king  that  fpoke,  becaufe  what  he  fliould  fay  was 
the  king's  mind.  He  firil  prayed  me  to  excufe  them,  that  they  had  not  complied 
with  me  in  a  former  meeting  ;  he  feared  there  might  be  fome  fault  in  the  interpreter, 
being  neither  Indian  or  Englifh  ;  befides,  it  was  the  Indian  cuflom  to  deliberate  before 
they  refolved  ;  and  that  if  the  younger  people,  and  owners  of  the  land,  had  been  as 
ready  as  he,  1  had  not  met  with  fo  much  delay."  Having  thus  introduced  his  mat- 
ter, he  fell  to  the  bounds  of  the  land  they  had  agreed  to  difpofe  of,  and  the  price. 
During  the  time  this  perfon  fpoke,  not  a  man  of  theai  was  obferved  to  whifper  or  fmile  ; 
the  old  were  grave,  the  young  reverend  in  their  deportment ;  when  they  fpoke,  which 
was  but  feldom,  it  was  warmly  and  elegantly.  I  have  never  feen  more  natural  fagacity, 
confidering  them  wiihout  the  help  of  tradition  ;  and  he  will  deferve  the  name  of  wife 
that  is  too  hard  for  thern  in  any  treaty  about  a  thing  they  underiland.  When  the  pur- 
chafe was  agreed,  -great  promifts  pafTed  between  us,  of  kindnefs  and  good  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  that  the  Indians  and  Englifh  muft  live  in  love  as  long  as  the  fun  gave  light. 
After  which  another  made  a  fpeech  to  the  Indians,  in  the  name  of  all  the  fachems,  or 
kings ;  firft,  to  tell  them  what  was  done ;  next,  to  charge  and  command  them  to  love 
the  Chriftians,  and  particularly  to  live  in  peace  with  me,  and  the  people  under  my 
government ;  that  many  governors  had  been  in  the  river,  but  that  no  governor  had 
come  himfelf  to  live  and  ftay  there  before,  and  having  now  fuch  an  one  that  had  treated 
them  well,  they  lliould  never  do  him  or  his  any  wrong.  At  every  fentence  of  which 
tliey  fliouted,  and  laid  Avien,  in  their  way. 

'I'his  condudl  of  his  had  fo  good  an  efiect  upon  the  Indians,  that  they  had  him  always 
in  the  higheft  veneration,  as  they  ftill  have  to  his  memory,  of  which  the  reader  will 
find  an  exemplary  proof  in  the  following  fpeech,  made  to  Sir  William  Keith,  governor 
of  this  country  in  1722  ;  only  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  Onas  fignifies,  ia 
the  Indian  language,  a  Pen  ;  and  therefore  this  is  the  name  the  Indians  have  given  to 
our  proprietor  and  all  his  fucceffors,  or  reprcicntatives. 

"  Brother  Onas,  you  told  us  how  William  Penn,  that  good  man,  did,  on  the  firfl 
fettlement  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania,  make  le;igues  of  friendlliip  with  the  Indians, 
and  treated  them  like  brethren  ;  and  that,  like  the  fame  good  man,  he  left  it  in 
charge  to  all   his   governors  who  iliould  fucceed  him,  and  to  all  the  people  in  Pen- 
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fylvania,  that  they  flionld  always  keep  the  covenant  and  troaties  he  had  made  vith 
the  five  nations,  and  treat  them  with  love  and  kindnefs.  We  acknowledge  that  his- 
governors  and  people  have  always  kept  the  fame  honeltly  and  truly  to  this  day.  So 
we,  on  our  part,  always  have  kept,  and  for  ever  fliall  keep  peace  and  friendfhip 
with  a  good  heart,  to  all  the  people  of  Penfylvania.  We  thankfully  receive  and 
approve  of  all  the  articles  in  your  propofition  to  us,  and  acknowledge  them  to  be 
good,  and  full  of  love  :  we  receive  and  approve  of  the  lame  with  our  whole  hearts  ; 
becaufe  we  are  not  only  made  one  people  by  the  covenant  chain,  but  are  alfo  people 
united  in  one  head,  one  body,  and  one  heart,  by  the  flrongeft  ties  of  love  and 
friend  Ihip. 

"  Brother  Onas,  you  defire  there  may  be  a  perpetual  friendfliip  between  you  and 
the  five  nations,  and  between  your  children  and  our  children  ;  and  that  the  fame 
may  be  kept  as  long  as  the  mountains  and  rivers  endure.  All  which  we  like  well, 
and  on  our  parts  defire,  that  the  covenant  and  union  made  with  a  true  and  clean 
heart  between  you  and  us,  may  lafl  as  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  fliall  continue  to 
give  light.  And  we  will  deliver  this  in  charge  to  our  children,  that  it  may  be  kept 
in  remembrance  with  their  children  and  childrens  children  to  the  laft  ages  :  and  we 
defire  that  the  peace  and  tranquillity  that  is  now  eftabliflied  between  us  may  be  as 
clear  as  the  fun  fhining  in  its  lullre  without  -any  cloud 'or  darknefs,  and  that  the 
fame  may  continue  for  ever, 

"  Brother  Onas,  we  have  well  confidered  all  you  have  fpoken,  and  like  it  well ; 
becaufe  it  is  only  the  renewing  former  leagues  and  treaties,  made  between  the 
government  of  Penfylvania,  and  us  of  the  five  nations,  which  w^e  always  believed 
we  were  obliged  to  keep.  And  as  to  the  accident  of  one  of  our  friends  being  killed 
by  fome  of  your  people,  which  has  happened  by  misfortune,  and  againft  our  will  ; 
we  fay,  that  as  we  are  all  in  peace,  we  think  it  hard  that  the  perfons  who  killed  our 
friend  and  brother  fhould  fuffer  ;  and  we  do  in  the  name  of  all  the  five  nations  for- 
give the  offence,  and  defire  you  will  likewife  forgive  it ;  and  that  the  men  who  did 
it  may  be  releafed  from  prifon,  and  let  at  liberty  to  go  whither  they  pleafe ;  and  we 
lliall  efteem  that  as  a  mark  of  regard  and  friendfliip  for  the  five  nations,  and  as  a 
farther  confirmation  of  this  treaty."  Upon  thefe  principles,  which  are  more  likely 
to  be  obferved  in  this  than  in  molt  of  our  colonies,  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indians  may 
be  preferved  as  long  as  they  remain  a  people ;  which  fliews  how  pofl"ible  it  min-ht  have 
been  to  have  maintained  a  like  correfpondence  with  them  in  other  places,  which  would 
not  only  have  fa^  d  a  great  deal  of  blood-flied,  and  have  contributed  to  the  quick 
growth  of  the  colonies  fettled  in  the  countries,  inhabited  by  fuch  Indians,  but  would 
have  been  very  ufeful  in  many  other  refpefts  ;  fince  it  is  allowed  where  the  Indians  are 
treated  as  in  Penfylvania,  with  ftrifl:  juftice  and  humanity,  they  are  as  firm  allies  as  any 
in  the  world;  and  in  that  quality  more  capable  of  doing  fervice  than  if  reduced  to  be 
either  flaves  or  fubjects ;  becaufe  living  as  they  do,  they  preferve  their  Itrength  and 
aftivity,  and  enjoy  all  the  liberty  they  can  defire,  and  are  very  willing  to  fight  for 
thofe  under  whofe  protedion  they  enjoy  it. 

13.  We  will  now  proceed  to  a  more  particular  defcription  of  this  famous  fettlement 
having  before  given  an  account  of  the  fituation  of  the  country  in  general,  and  of  its 
divifion  into  counties.  The  chief  rivers  in  Penfylvania  are,  the  river  Delawar,  whicli 
rifing  far  north  in  the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  takes  its  courfe  to  the  fouthward,  and 
dividing  this  province  from  that  of  New  Jerfeys,  falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  between 
the  promontories  of  Cape  May  and  Cape  Haulope,  being  navigable  for  two  hundred 
miles  and  upwards  with  large  veffels  j  but  has  a  cataradt  or  lleep  fall  in  it  above  Briftol, 
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■w^hich  renders  the  navigation  impracticable  to  the  nortliward  of  the  county  of  Bucks. 
The  fecond  river  in  this  province,  is  that  of  Sufquahanaup;h,  which,  rifinir  likewife  in 
the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  runs  fouth  tlirough  the  miJdle  of  Penfyh^ania,  and  falls 
into  the  bay  of  Cliefepeak,  being  navigable  for  large  fliips.  The  third  river  is  School- 
kill,  which,  having  its  fource  in  the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  runs  fouth  almoft  parallel 
to  the  rivers  Delaw'ar  and  Sufquahanaugh,  and  at  length  turning  to  the  eaftvcrrd,  falls 
into  Delawar,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  This  river  is  alfo  navigable  for  large  fliips 
as  far  as  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  boats  above  an  hundred  miles  higher.  Thefe 
rivers,  and  the  numerous  bays  and  creeks  in  the  bay  Delawar,  capable  of  containing 
the  largeft  fleets,  render  this  country  admirably  fituated  to  carry  on  a  foreign  trade. 

In  the  county  of  Bucldngham,  the  moft  northerly  of  any  in  this  province,  the  chief 
town  is  Briftol,  fituated  on  the  river  Delawar,  oppofite  to  Burlington  in  New  Jerfey, 
and  twenty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  In  this  country  alfo  hes  the  manor 
houfe  of  Penfbury,  elegantly  built  by  Mr.  Penn,  the  firft  proprietor,  and  fituate  on  an 
eminence  which  commands  the  country,  being  almofl;  furrounded  by  the  river  Delawar. 
The  country  ot  Philadelphia  lies  fouth  of  that  of  Bucks,  and  in  it  is  the  celebrated  city 
of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  the  province,  fituated  in  40  degrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  being  one  of  the  fineft  plans  of  a  town  that  was  ever  formed.  It  is  an  oblong 
of  two  miles,  extending  from  the  river  Delawar  to  the  river  Schoolkill,  the  ealt  end 
fronting  the  river  Delawar,  and  the  weft  the  river  Schoolkill,  each  front  being  a  mile 
in  length.  Every  owner  of  one  thoufand  acres  has  his  houfe  in  one  of  the  two  fronts, 
facing  the  rivers,  or  in  the  high  ftreet,  running  from  the  middle  of  one  front  to  the 
middle  of  the  other  ;  and  every  owner  of  five  thoufand  acres,  has  an  acre  of  ground  in 
the  front  of  his  houfe,  and  the  reft  half  an  acre  for  gardens  and  court  yards.  In  the 
centre  of  the  town  is  a  fquare  of  ten  acres,  furrounded  by  the  town-houfe,  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  .each  quartef  of  the  city  is  a  fquare  of  eight  acres.  The  high 
ftreet,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  town,  is  an  hundred  feet  wide,  parallel  to 
which  run  eight  ftreets,  which  are  crofted  by  twenty  more  at  right  angles,-  all  of  them 
thirty  feet  wide,  and  feveral  canals  are  let  into  the  town  from  each  river,  which  add 
to  the  beauty  and  conveniency  of  the  place.  There  is  alfo  a  fine  quay  two  hundred  feet 
fquare,  to  which  fhips  of  four  or  five  hundred  tons  may  come  up,  with  wet  and  drv 
docks  for  building  and  repairing  of  fliips ;  magazines,  warehoufes,  and  all  manner  of 
conveniences  for  imporring  and  exporting  of  merchandize  ;  there  are  already  fourteeii 
or  fifteen  hundred  houfes  in  the  city,  moft  of  them  well  built  with  brick,  but  are  ftill 
a  great  many  more  wanting  to  complete  the  plan  :  however,  more  could  not  have  been 
expefted  than  has  been  done  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  the  ground  not  having  been  hiid  out 
much  above  fifty  years. 

The  town  of  Oxford  is  fituated  likewife  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  where  a  niif- 
fionary  is  maintained  by  the  Society  for  propagation  of  the  Gofpel.  Germain  Town, 
fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  alfo  is  faid  to  be  a  thriving  popu- 
lous place,  inhabited  chiefly  by  the  Dutch,  or  thofe  of  Dutch  extradion.  In  this 
county  is  the  city  of  Radnor,  fituated  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Schoolkill  river,  being 
the  capital  of  a  large  country,  planted  by  the  Welch,  and  extremely  well  improved  by 
them.  To  the  fouth  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  lies  that  of  Chcfter,  the  capital 
whereof  is  the  town  of  Chefter,  fituate  on  the  river  Delaware,  which  is  about  three 
hundred  miles  broad  at  this  place  ;  and  to  the  fouthward  of  Chefter  lies  the  town  of 
Chicheftcr ;  cither  of  thofe  ports  arc  capable  of  receiving  and  harbouring  the  largeft 
fleets,  fecune  from  ftorms.  The  county  of  Newtaftle  lies  foutli  to  that  of  Chefter,  the 
capital  town  being  of  the  fame  name  j  this  is  faid  to  be  a  town  of  the  brifkeft  trade  in 
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the  province,  next  to  that  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  an  iron  mine  m  the  neighbourhood 
of  it.  The  town  of  Apoquinemink.  lies  upon  the  river  Dehuvar,  fouth  of  NewcafUe, 
and  is  a  place  of  good  trade.  The  county  of  Kent  lies  fouth  of  that  of  Newcaille,  the 
chief  town  whereof  is  Dover,  being  a  commodious  port.  The  moft  fouthern  county 
is  that  of  SuiTex,  the  capital  town  where6f  is  Lewes,  being  a  fecure  harbour  and  a  town 
of  trade. 

The  air  here  is  fweet  and  clear  ;  the  fall  begins  here  about  the  20th  of  Oftobcr, 
and  Lifts  to  the  beginning  of  December ;  frofty  weather,  and  cold  feafons  are 
frequent ;  but  as  in  moil  countries  where  are  fuch  feafons  the  air  is  dry  and  hungry  ; 
the  river  Delawar  is  fometimes  frozen  over,  notwithllanding  its  breadth.  The 
fpring  Lifts  from  Mar(fh  to  Jane,  but  the  weather  then  is  more  inconftant  than  in  the 
otiier  feafons,  which  it  generally  is  in  other  countries.  The  heats  are  extraordinary  in 
the  fummcr  months,  July,  Augufl,  and  September,  but  alleviated  by  cold  breezes, 
Avhich  make  them  very  tolerable.  The  wind  is  fouth-wefl  during  fummer,  but  gene- 
rally north-wellerly,  fpring,  fUl,  and  winter  ;  which  blowing  from  the  frofty  and  fnowy 
mountains,  and  lakes  of  the  Terra  Canadcnfis,  is,  doubtlefs,  a  main  reafon  of  the  ex- 
cefTive  cold  here  in  winter.  The  foil  in  this  tract  of  land  is  in  feme  places  a  yellow  and 
black  fand,  and  in  others  a  loomy  gravel,  in  others  a  fat  earth,  like  the  vales  in  England  ; 
efpecially  by  inland  brooks  and  rivers,  where  the  lands  in  this  country  are  moftly  three 
to  one  richer  than  thofe  that  lie  by  navigable  rivers.  There  is  alfo  found  a  black  hazle 
mould,  on  a  uony  bottom.  The  earth  is  fruitful,  fat,  and  eaiy  to  be  cleared,  becaufe  the 
roots  of  the  trees  lie  almoft  on  the  furface  of  the  ground.  Some  allowance  muft  be  made 
for  ]\Ir.  Penn's  property  in  the  tempting  defcription  he  gives  us  of  the  country.  Wc 
have  faid  enough  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  in  it,  and  Ihev/n  how  commodious  they  are 
for  navigation  and  communication  ;  but  among  other  waters  IVIr.  Penn  mentions  mineral 
•waters  ;  thefe  fprings  are  about  two  miles  from  Philadelphia,  at  a  happy  diftance  from 
water-drinkers,  but  the  number  of  them  is,  fince  that,  leifened  extremely,  and  we  need 
not  infift  on  their  virtue. 

Here  are  trees  of  almoft  all  forts,  oak,  red,  white,  and  black  afti,  beech,  SpaniHi 
chefnuts,  cedar,  wall-nuts,  cyprefs,  and  fwamp  ;  the  moft  durable  of  all  are  poplar, 
gumwood,  hickery,  faiLifras;  and  as  for  fhrubs,  fhakeroot,  farfaparilla,  falop,  fpruce,  and 
cranberries  ;  wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye,  peas,  beans,  water  melons,  mufmelons,  apples, 
pears,  cherries,  apricots,  carrots,  turnips,  parfnips,  onions,  cucumbers,  quinces,  &c. 
are  in  great  plenty  here  ;  as  alfo  Indian  corn,  hemp,  flax,  &c.  It  is  common  for  one 
buftisl  of  corn  fown  here  to  yield  forty,  often  fifty,  and  fometimes  fixty  buihels.  One 
Mr.  Edward  Jones  had  for  one  grain  ofEnghfti  barley  fevcnty  f talks  and  ears  of  that 
corn,  in  his  plantation  on  the  Schoolkill.  Of  living  creatures  there  are  for  food 
and  trade,  deer,  the  elk  as  big  as  a  fmnll  ox,  rabbits,  raccoons,  beaver  ;  plenty  of  oxen, 
cows,  and  fheep;  of  the  latter  it  is  commoii  for  farmers  to  have  four  or  five  hmidred 
in  a  flock.  Horfes,  fome  very  good,  and  handfome  enough.  Of  fowl  here  are  very 
fine  buftards  forty  or  fifty  pounds  weight,  pheafants,  heath  birds,  pigeons,  partridges, 
clouds  of  blackbirds,  fwans,  geefe,  braindes,  tucks,  teal  and  fnipe.  The  fifh  here  are 
fturgeons,  herring,  eels,  fmelts,  and  perch  ;  the  latter  caught  in  abundance  in  Dela- 
.■war  Bay  ;  and  the  river  above  the  frefhes,  oyfters,  crabs,  cockles,  and  mufcles.  There 
are  alfo  rock,  fhat,  catfhead,  fheepfliead,  and  other  filh,  not  worth  our  particular 
regard. 

We  need  not  wonder  tliat  in  a  country  fo  fruitful  and  fo  pleafant,  and  where  there 
was  fo  clear  a  profpecl  of  living  happily,  v/ith  moderate  induftry,  people  fliouldrefort 
in  fuch  numbers.     At    firii:,  wuhouc  djubt,  religion  was  a  ftrong  motive,  and  the 
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quakers  willingly  followed  Mr.  Penn,  from  a  country  where  they  were  perfecuted,  to  a 
land  of  plenty  and  peace.  But  in  time,  and  indeed  in  a  little  time,  this  argument  ceafed, 
and  people  reforted  thither  as  they  did  to  the  other  colonies,  upon  the  ordinary  mo- 
tives ot  gain  and  trade  ;  we  may,  however,  venture  to  aii'eru  that  Mr.  Penn's  original 
contraO:,  for  fo  the  firil  conftitution  drawn  by  him  was  {tiled,  had  a  very  great  influ- 
ence in  procuring  inhabitants,  fince  it  muft  be  allowed  there  never  was  a  more  benefi- 
cent fcheme  of  government  devifed  by  the  wit  of  man. 

By  degrees,  however,  this  alfo  has  been  fomewhat  altered,  not  by  the  proprietor  or 
thofe  afting  under  his  authority,  but  at  the  defire  and  on  the  requeft  of  the  people, 
with  refped  to  whom  it  may  poflibly  be  true,  that  fuch  alterations,  in  procefs  of  time, 
might  become  neceflary.  The  fpirit,  however,  of  Mr.  Penn's*  inftitution  is  ftill  pre- 
ferved,  and  the  people  here  are  as  free,  and  as  well,  and  as  cheaply  governed  as  in  any 
part  of  the  known  world.  A  very  ftrong  proof  of  this  may  be  drawn  from  the  greatelt 
error  in  government  that  was  ever  committed  there, which  was  laying  a  tax  of  fivefhillings 
a  head  upon  all  new  comers  ;  which  fliews,  that  they  were  once  in  fome  apprehenfion 
of  being  over-ftocked  J  but  this  law  was  very  foon  repealed,  as  it  ought  to  be.  At 
prefent  it  would  be  a  very  difiicult  thing  to  pretend  to  compute  the  number  of  people 
in  this  flourifhing  colony,  but  we  may  form  Ibme  notion  of  it  from  the  following  in- 
flance,  which  is  very  certain,  viz.  that  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  in  1740  were  full 
fifteen  thoufand. 

14.  As  to  the  commerce  of  Penfylvania  with  refpefl:  to  Europe  and  America,  the 
cafe,  according  to  the  befl:  accounts  we  have,  (lands  thus  ;  their  merchandize  confiits 
of  horfes,  pipe-flaves,  pork,  beef  and  fifh,  faked  and  barrelled  up,  (kins  and  furs  ;  all 
forts  of  grain,  viz.  wheat,  rye,  peafe,  oats,  barley,  buck-wheat,  Indian  corn,  Indian  peafe 
and  beans,  pot-a(hes,  wax,  &i,c,  and  in  return  for  thefe,  they  import  from  the  Caribbee 
Iflands  and  other  places,  rum,  fugar,  mololTes,  fdver,  negroes,  fait  and  wine ;  and  from 
Great  Britain  houlhold  goods  and  cloathing  of  all  kinds,  hard-ware,  tools  and  toys. 
They  have  alfo  fome  rice,  but  no  great  quantities,  and  a  little  tobacco  of  the  word 
fort.  Their  trade  with  the  Indians  confills  but  in  a  few  articles  ;  they  receive  of  the 
natives  chiefly  (kins  and  furs  of  their  wild  beafts,  for  which  they  give  them  clothing, 
arms,  ammunition,  rum,  and  other  fpirits  in  return.  This,  as  well  as  other  northern 
colonies,  has  alfo  a  clandeftine  trade  with  the  Spaniards  upon  the  coa(t  of  Teri-a  Firma, 
&c.  furnifhing  them  with  European  goods  and  merchandize,  for  which  they  receive 
chiefly  dollars  in  return  ;  and  they  alfo  trade  to  the  bays  of  Honduras  and  Campeachy 
for  logwood,  by  connivance,  as  the  Spaniards  fay  ;  but  the  fubjcds  of  Great  Britain 
infill  that  they  have  a  right  to  that  trade,  and  as  we  have  already  (hewn,  that  they  do 
not  infift  upon  this,  without  juft  grounds,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are  the  beft  and 
propered  judges  of  that  matter.  But  after  all  it  mull  be  admitted,  that  Penfylvania 
has  no  (laple  commodity,  which,  however,  is  not  juflly  chargeable  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  ;  who,  notwithdanding  this,  have  never  fet  up  any  raanufaftures  of 
their  own. 

But  the  point  to  be  enquired  into  is,  whether  they  might  not  have  fuch  a  (laple  com- 
modity if  they  went  about  it  themfelves  indufl;rioufly,  and  received  from  hence  proper 
encouragement  ?  It  is  a  point  out  of  difpute,  that  no  country  in  the  world  is  more  proper 
than  Penfylvania  for  producing  hemp  and  flax  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  thefe,  we  ought 
ferioufly  to  confider,  that  there  is  nothing  plainer  than  that  hemp  and  flax  are  fo  ufeful 
in  navigation  and  trade  that  we  cannot  do  without  them  ;  the  firft  for  cordage  of  all 
forts,  the  latter  for  making  fail-cloth,  as  well  as  for  the  linen  manufa£lures  carried  on 
in  this  kingdom.    The  neceffity  we  are  under  for  thefe  commodities  ought  to  put  us 
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opon  all  imaginable  care  how  to  provide  them,  that  we  may  not  fall  under  the  fame 
necellity  for  them  that  we  did  in  the  year  1703  for  pitch  and  tar,  when  the  govern- 
ment of  Sweden  abiblutely  refufed  to  let  us  have  them  for  our  ready  money,  otherwife 
than  in  their  fliipping,  from  their  tar  company  here,  at  their  own  price,  and  only  in  fuch 
quantities  as  they  thought  fit.  Upon  that  difappoiiUmcnt,  the  government,  by  allow- 
ing a  confiderable  encouragement  for  carrying  on  the  manufaftures  of  pitch  and  tar, 
had  fufficient  quantities  from  our  own  plantations ;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  wiflicd  the 
like  encouragement  was  given  for  raifmg  hemp  and  (lax  ;  and  as  all  forts  of  naval 
ftores  may  be  raifed  with  fo  many  advantages  to  this  kingdom,  it  would  be  unaccount- 
able to  leave  us  dependent,  and  at  an  uncertainty  for  them.  It  is  very  well  known,  that 
our  land  is  too  dear  for  hemp  and  flax,  and  what  does  grow  here  (chough  it  is  tough, 
and  makes  ftrong  linen)  neither  drefles  fo  kindly,  nor  whitens  fo  well  as  that  which 
grows  in  hotter  climates.  In  Ruflia  the  belt  hemp  and  flax  grow  in  the  fouthermofl: 
parts  of  the  empire,  where  the  fummer  is  hot  and  the  air  clear,  and  yet  the  flax  is  not 
accounted  fo  good  as  that  which  grows  in  Egypt  or  Italy.  Egypt  has  always  been 
efteemed  for  its  linen,  and  even  now  fupplies  Leghorn  with  large  quantities,  and  the 
coafl  of  Syria,  Afia  Minor,  Smyrna,  Confhmtinople,  and  other  great  cities,  have  a  fupply 
of  hemp  and  flax  from  thence. 

All  our  colonies  (which  run  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred  miles  in  length,  all  the  way 
bordering  upon  the  fea)  have  very  hot  fummers,  the  fouthermoll  parts  of  them  lie  near 
the  fame  latitude  with  Egypt,  and  the  north  part  much  about  the  fame  with  Ancona 
or  Bologna  in  Italy,  where  hemp  and  flax  grow ;  therefore,  we  have  the  greatefl:  prof- 
peft  to  receive  mighty  fupplies  of  hemp  and  flax  from  them.  Part  of  the  land  in  the 
colonies  is  very  rich,  and  of  fo  fmall  value,  thei-e  will  be  opportunity  of  breaking  up 
frefh  as  often  as  there  is  occafion  to  change  the  ground,  which  if  laid  down  will  recover 
itfelf  again  without  the  charge  of  manuring,  as  we  do  here,  to  the  very  great  damage 
of  our  ploughing  lands.  Nothing  impoverilhes  land  more  than  hemp  and  flax  ;  and 
though  it  is  manured,  that  alone  will  not  do  fo  well,  for  the  land  ought  to  be  changed 
after  three  or  four  crops,  and  generally  the  fiuelt  and  fattelt  pieces  are  converted  to 
that  ufe.  Thofe  great  conveniences  of  having  land  fo  very  cheap,  and  fo  fine  a 
climate,  which  we  know  produces  excellent  hemp  and  flax,  fo  commodioufly  fituatcd 
along  the  fea  coafts,  with  fuch  numbers  of  large  rivers  running  up  the  country  to  the 
moil  inland  fettlements,  where  provifions  may  be  railed  at  fo  fmall  a  charge,  and  where 
■work  may  be  done  by  the  labour  of  flaves,  almofl:  as  cheap  as  in  India,  gives  ground  to 
hope,  that  we  may  manufadure  linen  here  cheaper  than  any  part  of  Europe  can  import 
them  upon  us,  and  the  colonies  be  as  profitable  to  us,  by  raifmg  rough  materials  to  carry 
on  the  linen  manufadure,  as  the  Suflex  and  other  downs  are,  for  fupplying  wool 
for  that  manufacture,  the  profits  of  which  we  have  valued  ourfelves  fo  much  upon, 
that  we  have  fet  the  reft  of  Europe  upon  being  our  competitors  therein. 

Now  as  the  woollen  manufafture,  efpecially  the  coarfe  part,  has  fpread  itfelf  of  late 
into  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  has  exceeded  the  demand,  and  caufed  great 
ftocks  to  remain  on  hand,  if  thofe  rough  materials  of  hemp  and  flax  were  prepared  in 
cur  plantations,  the  people  in  North  Britain,  &c.  would  foon  find  the  advantage  of 
falling  upon  that  manufadure  ;  the  laborious  and  coarfe  part  being  performed  abroad, 
the  reft  would  invite  not  only  the  poor  and  neceflitous,  but  people  of  better  circum- 
ftanccs  to  employ  their  time  in  it.  If  thefe  propofitions  are  fufficiently  confidered,  and 
heartily  put  in  practice,  we  may  hope  that  by  providing  the  aforefaid  rough  materials, 
■we  (hall  have  the  delightful  profpeft  of  feeing  trade  flourifli  ;  for  as  the  filk  and  linen 
manufafturesj  where  brought  to  perfedion,  are  altogether  as  profitable  to  thofe  nations 
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as  the  woollen  is  to  us  ;  and  as  we  increafe  in  our  linen  manufa£lurcs,  thofe  of  Silfifia 
and  all  the  hereditary  countries  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  whence  we  take  fuch  quan- 
tities, mufl  abate  of  courfe  ;  their  people  alfo  will  refort  to  us,  and  help  to  carry  them 
on ;  for  it  has  always  been  obferved,  where  new  manufaftures  are  let  up,  the  manu- 
fafturers  will  likewife  remove.  This  was  the  cafe  with  the  Flemings  when  Queen 
EHzabeth  gave  fuch  great  encouragement  to  have  the  woollen  manufafture  remove 
hither ;  and  ours,  when  we  had  that  inundation  of  China  and  India  wrought  filks,  our 
weavers  went  to  Holland,  Flanders,  France,  &c.  fo  that  feveral  ftreets  in  Spittlefields 
were  almofl:  defolate ;  but  when  thefe  filks  were  prohibited,  the  manufacturers  re- 
turned again. 

It  is  fuppofed  the  Ruffians  exported  to  England,  and  all  other  parts,  in  hemp  and 
flax,  above  the  value  of  a  million  a  year.  If  hemp  and  flax  be  lo  valuable  a  produft 
for  merchandize  with  them,  there  feems  to  be  a  much  greater  profped;  ol  its  being  fo 
to  ourfelves,  by  raifmg  them  in  our  plantations,  becaufe  they  will  not  be  fubjeft  to  any 
land  carriage,  but  fliipped  immediately  from  the  place  of  growth  ;  becaufe  land  is  much 
cheaper  in  our  plantations  than  in  the  fouth  parts  of  Ruflia.  The  climate,  being  equal 
with  that  in  Egypt  and  Italy,  is  fuppofed  to  produce  hemp  and  flax  preferable  to  theirs. 
We  have  before  fliewn,  that  in  the  cafes  of  fugar  and  tobacco,  every  white  man  em- 
ploys four  at  home,  that  is  to  fay,  finds  them  work  to  fupply  him  with  utenfiLs  requifite 
for  his.  If  fugar  and  tobacco  employ  fuch  a  number  of  hands  at  home,  certainly  every 
perfon  employed  in  the  plantations,  in  raifmg  and  dreifmg  hemp  and  flax,  mufl  by  his 
labour  there,  rcjturn  more  than  twice  the  advantage  that  can  be  produced  by  fugar  and 
tobacco,  for  they  are  manufaftured  in  the  plantations  ;  the  refining  the  fugar  and  cutting 
the  tobacco,  with  the  little  quantity  that  is  rolled  excepted.  Whereas  flax  and  hemp  are 
materials  for  employing  all  idle  hands ;  and  of  confequence  the  poors  rate  will  foon  be 
abated,  and  the  nation  will  find  in  a  little  time  what  they  fave  yearly  thereby,  will  be 
more  than  fufficient  to  encourage  the  people  to  begin  that  employment.  And  if  once 
we  come  to  be  employed  with  hemp  and  flax  by  the  aforefaid  methods,  every  place 
will  be  filled  with  flax-dreflers,  and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  ot  every  parifh  where  the 
wool-fpinning  trade  is  not  carried  on,  may  very  eafily  come  at  hemp  and  flax,  v/hich 
they  will  find  as  profitable  to  them  as  the  woollen  is  to  the  other ;  and  the  more  diltant 
the  employment  is,  the  better  ;  for  many  inconveniences  have  attended  one  manufac- 
ture interfering  with  another  ;  befides  there  will  be  an  intercourfe  of  trade  created,  by 
one  part  of  the  kingdom  fupplying  the  other  with  their  diflinft  manufadures.  This 
>ill  give  full  employment  to  the  whole  kingdom,  and  an  univerfal  cheerfulnefs  to  every 
body ;  for  the  poor  are  never  happier,  nor  their  minds  eafier,  than  when  they  have 
full  employment ;  and  when  they  are  ernployed,  riches  is  diff"ufed  throughout  the 
whole  nation. 

It  is  a  common  opinion,  that  we  have  above  a  million  of  people  in  the  three  nations 
deflitute  of  work  ;  but  if  thofe  rough  materials  (fo  often  mentioned  in  this  difcourfe) 
fhould  come  to  be  raifed  in  our  plantations,  there  need  not  be  one  idle  perfon ;  now, 
fuppofe  one  million  of  people  were  put  upon  manufadluring  thofe  rough  materials,  and 
each  perfon  earned  but  one  penny  a  day,  and  allowing  but  three  hundred  working  days 
in  the  year,  it  would  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds ; 
a  prodigious  advantage  to  the  nation,  which  is  flill  greatly  heightened  by  confidering 
that  thefe  people  would  be  then  employed,  at  leafl  in  part,  and  fo  far  as  they  were 
employed,  would  be  the  better  fubjefts.  That  all  this  might  be  brought  about  with 
lefs  trouble  than  has  been  given  the  nation  by  one  Baltic  or  Mediterranean  expedition, 
and  at  the  tenth  part  of  the  cxpence  of  a  campaign  in  Flanders,  is  a  thing  will  be  ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged  by  all  who  are  capable  of  judging  of  this  fubjeO  ;  and  therefore  that  it 
ought  to  be  done,  is  a  point  that  cannot  be  difputed.  I  would  not  miflead  my  reader 
by  the  comparifon,  into  a  bad  opinion  of  fuch  expeditions  or  campaigns  ;  that  is  not  my 
bufmefs  or  my  intention  ;  the  juftice  of  my  comparifon  turns  upon  this,  that  the  motives 
to  fuch  expeditions  and  campaigns  are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  near  and  at  hand  ; 
whereas  we  are  lefs  acquainted,  or  at  Icail  lefs  aftefted  by  the  connedion  between  our 
intcrefls  and  thofe  of  the  plantations  ;  though,  from  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  it  will 
plainly  a]jpear,  that  they  concern  us  as  much  and  as  nearly,  as  any  interefts  can  do  with- 
out tlie  hniits  of  our  own  ifland. 

15.  But  it  is  now  time  to  bring  this  chapter  to  a  clofe,  and  after  having  given  the 
reader,  from  the  befl:  authorities  I  could  find,  as  clear  an  account  as  I  was  capable  of 
giving  of  thefe  noble  fettlcments,  I  come  next  to  add  a  few  general  remarks,  not  upon 
this  or  that  plantation,  but  upon  the  whole  body  of  our  American  fettlements  taken 
together.  We  have  fliewn  how  the  outlines  were  drawn,  fo  early  as  in  the  reigns  of 
King  Henry  VII,  and  Henry  VIII.  We  have  taken  notice  of  the  fchemes  and  prepar- 
ations that  were  made  for  fettling  the  countries  we  had  a  title  to  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  We  have  given  an  account  how  far  thefe  were  carried  into  execution  in 
the  fucceeding  reigns.  And  in  this  chapter  we  have  plainly  exhibited  the  manner  in 
which  this  lail  plan  was  fully  accompliihed.  By  this  means  the  reader  fees  that  the 
difcoveries  of  the  Cabots,  thougli  treated  by  fome  unfkilful  writers  as  trifling  things,  and 
matters  of  no  great  moment,  were  in  reality  the  grounds  ot  our  pretenfions,  now  con- 
ver;ed  into  the  aftual  pcffelTion  of  that  vaft  traft  of  country  from  the  northern  coaft 
of  Iludfon's  Streights,  down  to  the  fouthern  limits  of  the  new  colony  of  Georgia,  or 
of  the  old  colony  of  Carolina  ;  for  the  limits  are  the  fame.  As  for  the  iflands,  I  take 
the  fettlement  of  them  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  old  route  to  Florida,  which  has 
been  fo  much  ridiculed;  but  which,  notwithftanding,  feems  to  have  been  the  true 
fource  of  our  acquifitions  in  the  Leeward  IHands.  Jamaica  is  ours  by  conqueft,  and 
which  is  another  circumltance  worth  remembering,  became  fo  in  a  great  meafure  by  a 
force  raifed  in  our  plantations.  Whether  it  be  our  intereil  to  think  of  making  fuch 
expeditions  for  the  future,  I  fhall  not  determine  ;  but  care  ought  furely  to  be  firft  taken 
of  the  colonics  we  have  ;  which  it  never  can  be  till  the  importance  ot  our  plantations 
in  general  is  thoroughly  underltood  by  the  bulk  of  this  nation.  This  is  the  point 
1  have  principally  laboured  in  this  work,  and  I  fliall  clofe  all  I  have  to  fay  with  the 
confulcration  of  three  points;  which  I  hope  will  niake  the  matter  plain  to  every 
underftanding. 

The  firft  of  thefe  points  is,  '  What  the  condition  of  this  country  was  before  we  had 
any  plantations  r'  In  regard  to  this,  I  think  I  may  fafely  affirm  that  it  was  very  low  and 
deipicable.  In  the  vidorious  reign  of  Edward  the  llld.  there  was  a  balance  of  trade 
ftruck,  and  delivered  into  the  exchequer,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  exports  of  one 
year  exceeded  the  imports  by  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
iburteen  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  eight-pence,  which  for  that  time  was  a  great  deal; 
At  the  time  Queen  Elizabeth  entered  upon  the  government,  the  cuftoms  produced 
thirty-fix  thouland  pounds  a  year  ;  at  the  Relloration  they  were  let  to  farm  for  four 
hundred  thouland  pounds  ;  and  producetl  confiderably  above  double  that  fum  before 
the  Revolution.  The  people  of  London,  before  we  had  any  plantations,  and  but  very 
little  trade,  were  computed  at  about  one  hundred  thoufand  ;  at  the  death  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  they  were  incrcafed  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  and  are  now  about 
fix  times  that  number.  In  thoie  days  we  had  not  only  our  naval  ftores,  but  our  fhips 
from  our  neighbours.     Germany  furniflied  us  with  all  things  made  of  raetal,  even  to 
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rails ;  wine,  paper,  linen,  and  a  thoufand  other  things  came  from  France.  Portugal 
furniflied  us  with  fugars  ;  all  the  produce  of  America  \\?s  poured  into  us  from  Spain  ; 
and  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  retailed  to  us  the  commodities  of  the  Ea(l  Indies  at 
their  own  price.  In  lliort,  the  legal  intereft  of  money  was  twelve  per  cent,  and  the 
common  price. of  our  lands  ten  or  twelve  years  purchafe.  We  may  add,  that  our 
nianutadures^  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent ;  the  number  of  Englifli  merchants 
very  fmall,  and  our  {hipping  much  inferior  to  what  now  belongs  to  the  northern 
colonies.  Thefe  are  plain  and  certain  fafts ;  but  as  foon  as  we  began  to  extend 
our  trade,  and  to  make  fettlements  abroad,  the  face  of  our  affairs  changed ;  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  London  were  doubled  by  the  end  of  the  lail  period, 
and  were  again  doubled  before  the  end  of  this ;  our  fliipping  encreafed  in  a  Ifill 
greater  proportion;  we  coined  within  twenty  years  after  that  queen's  death  about  five 
millions  at  the  tower,  in  twenty  years  after  that  feven,  and  in  the  next  twenty  years 
eight,  which  are  indubitable  proofs  that  we  had  gained  a  prodigious  balance  of  trade 
in  our  favour. 

The  next  point  I  fliall  confider  is, '  What  our  condition  has  been  fmce  ?'  and,  with 
refpecl  to  this,  I  may  boldly  aihrm  that  it  has  altered  for  the  better,  almoft  to  a  degree 
beyond  credibility  or  computation.  Our  manufaftures  are  prodigioufly  increaled, 
chiefly  by  the  demand  for  them  in  the  plantations,  where  they  at  leaff:  take  off"  one  half, 
and  furnifh  us  with  many  valuable  commodities  for  exportation.  Inftead  of  taking  the 
quantities  we  were  wont  to  do  of  goods  from  other  nations,  we  actually  export  thofe 
very  goods,  and  fometimes  to  the  very  fame  nations  ;  fugar,  rum  and  tobacco,  are  the 
fources  of  private  wealth  and  public  revenue,  which  would  have  been  fo  many  drains, 
that  would  have  beggared  us,  had  they  not  been  raifed  in  our  plantations.  It  is  no  longer 
in  the  power  of  the  Ruffians  to  make  us  pay  what  they  pleafe  for  flax  and  hemp.  The 
Swedes  cannot  compel  us  to  pay  their  own  price,  and  that  too  in  ready  money,  for 
pitch  and  tar,  nor  would  it  be  in  their  power  to  diffrefs  us,  fliould  they  attempt  it  by 
raifing  the  price  of  copper  and  iron.  Logwood  is  funk  feventy-five  per  cent.  ;  indigo, 
and  other  dyeing  materials,  are  in  our  power,  and  at  moderate  prices.  In  fliort,  the 
advantages  are  infinite  that  redound  to  us  from  our  American  empire,  where  we  have, 
at  leaft,  a  million  of  Britifli  fubjects,  and  between  fifteen  hundred  and  two  thoufand 
fail  of  fliips  confliantly  employed.  Such  have  been  the  fruits,  fuch  is  the  condition  of 
our  plantations,  and  let  any  man  doubt  of  the  benefits  relulting  from  them  to  this 
nation  if  he  can ;  or  when  he  reflefts  on  the  numbers  maintained  hei'e  by  their  in- 
duflry,  and  even  by  their  luxury,  let  him  deny  or  envy  their  wealth  if  it  is  in  his 
power. 

When  our  plantations  were  in  their  infancy,  they  were  fome  burthen  and  charge 
to  this  nation,  and  then  it  was  that  fome  wife  and  public-fpirited  perfbns  took  upon 
them  to  become  advocates  for  a  thing  which  they  forefaw  would  prove  highly  ufeful 
and  advantageous.  I  have  read  many  of  their  difcourfes  with  great  pleafure,  becaufe  I 
confidered  them  as  WTittcn  with  a  kind  of  prophetic  fpirit,  in  which  their  authors  have 
exhibited  to  the  eye  of  the  ages  in  which  they  wrote,  a  very  ju(t  picture  of  v.hat  has 
palTed  in  fucceeding  times  ;  but  with  this  remarkable  circumftance,  that  though  fevcral 
of  them  were  men  as  remarkable  for  bold  flights  of  imagination,  as  for  penetration  and 
judgment,  yet  in  this  cafe  they  have  not  reached  the  truth  ;  the  prcfent  ilate  of  the 
plantations  exceeding  vallly  all  that  they  promifed,  or  even  hoped  from  them ;  the 
reafon  of  which  I  conceive  to  be  their  framing  conjeftures  from  the  flate  the  nation 
was  then  in,  and  our  trade  was  at  that  time  lb  inconfiderablc  in  comparifon  of  what  it 
is   at  prcfent,  that   I  think  there  is  no  wonder  the  writers   who  flouriflied  in  thofe 
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days  {hould  fall  fo  much  fliort  In  their  expeclations  from  our  fettlcments  in  America. 
But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  objected,  that  though  they  did  not  fnrefee  many  things 
that  have  fince  fallen  out  in  thofc  parts  of  the  world,  yet  it  is  ver)f  evident  that  they 
believed  many  advantages  would  arife  from  thofe  colonies  that  have  never  yet 
come  to  pafs ;  which  leads  me  to  the  third  point  I  propofe  to  mention  in  thefe 
remarks. 

This  third  point  is, '  The  improvements  and  additional  benefits  that  may  be  ftill  made 
in,  and  accrue  from  our  plantations.*  We  ought,  in  this  refpect,  to  confider  of  what  a 
vafl  extent  that  country  is,  which  we  adually  poflcfs  in  the  new  world,  to  which  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay  this  illand  does  not  bear  a  greater  proportion  than  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
to  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  ;  whence  we  may  eafily  conceive  what  room  there  is 
for  making  new  improvements  in  fuch  a  vaft  traft  of  country.  It  is,  indeed  true,  that 
fome  of  our  fettlemcnts  on  the  continent,  fuch  as  New  England,  New  York, 
Penfylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  are  already  tolerably  well  peopled  ;  but  then  Nova 
Scotia  is  fcarce  fettled,  New  Britain  is  a  vaft  country,  and  capable  of  being  turned  to 
our  advantage ;  is  fo  far  from  being  fettled,  that  it  is  fcarce  known  to  us ;  and  the 
fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  all  the  country  bordering  upon  Hudfon's  Bay.  As  to  the 
fouthern  colonics,  by  which  I  mean  the  two  Carolina's  and  Georgia,  they  are  very 
thinly  peopled,  and  very  little  improved,  though  beyond  all  comparifon  the  moft 
valuable  pofleflions  we  have  in  thofe  parts.  In  regard  to  the  iflands  of  Bermudas 
and  Barbadoes,  they  are  thoroughly  peopled,  and  moft  of  the  Leeward  Iflands 
tolerably  inhabited  ;  but  then  there  are  feveral  iflands  to  which  we  have  as  clear  and  as 
good  a  title,  as  to  any  of  thefe,  that  are  not  fettled  at  all,  though  from  the  nature  of 
their  climate,  foil,  and  fituation,  they  are  not  inferior  to  any,  but  on  the  contrary, 
fuperior  to  moft  of  thofe  of  which  we  are  poflefl"ed,  as  will  be  hereafter  Ihewn^  The 
noble  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  of  itfelf  might  ferve  to  inrich  any  country  to  which  it 
belonged,  is  not  a  third  part  cultivated,  fo  that  there  is  every  where  room  for  us  to 
exert  our  induftry,  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  Britifli  nation  ;  which  as  it  has 
already  drawn  fuch  immenfe  profits  from  its  fettlements  in  America,  fo  beyond  all 
queftion  we  may  ftill  draw  much  greater,  if  we  proceed  with  the  fame  fpirit  and 
vigour  that  our  anceftors  did,  having  much  more  power  in  our  hands,  much  fairer 
opportunities  than  they  had,  befides  the  light  and  authority  of  experience,  to  guide, 
encourage,  and  fupport  us. 

In  order  to  this,  and  that  we  may  actually  add  thefe  advantages  in  profpe£t 
to  thofe  which  we  at  prefent  poflefs,  the  fteps  neceflary  to  be  taken  fall  under 
the  two  followh)g  heads :  the  firft  is,  improving  fuch  of  our  colonies  as  are 
already  well  fettled ;  and  the  next,  providing  for  the  thorough  planting  fuch  as 
are  at  prefent  but  very  indifferently,  or  fcarce  at  all  peopled.  It  would  require  a 
large  treatife  to  expatiate  fully  on  thefe  heads,  and  therefore  I  fhall  content  myfelf 
with  only  a  few  hints  as  to  each  of  them.  In  refpedf  to  the  firft,  I  cannot  conceive  that 
any  thing  would  be  more  advantageous  than  providing  every  colony  with  fome  ftaple 
commodity,  which  would  infallibly  produce  the  following  defirable  confequences  ;  it 
would  make  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies  perfedly  eafy,  and  at  the  fame  time  it 
would  vaftly  inrich  us.  As  for  Virginia  and  Maryland,  they  are  poflTeffed  of  the 
tobacco  tride,  in  which,  if  any  eafe,  encouragement,  or  advantage  can  be  granted  them, 
they  moft  certainly  defcrve  it  ;  but  with  refpefl;  to  New  England,  Penfylvania,  New 
York,  and  the  Jerfeys,  ways  and  means  might  be  found  to  increafe  their  conunerce 
with  England  direftly,  by  promoting  their  inclinations  to  furnifh  us  with  all  kinds  of 
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naval  ftores,  and  with  iron.  There  was,  as  to  pitch  and  tar,  a  confiJerable  bounty 
given,  and  it  is  very  remarkable  for  many  years  this  produced  no  effect,  which  might 
poiFibly  countenance  an  opinion,  that  the  friends  to  the  plantations  were  too  fanguine 
in  their  notions  on  this  head ;  but  experience  afterwards  fhewed  the  contrary.  For 
the  circumflances  of  the  public  making  it  necefiary  to  try  how  far  this  might  be 
pra(5ficable,  it  very  foon  appeared  that  the  thing  could  be  eafdy  done ;  and  upon 
fending  over  perfons  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  making  pitch  and  tar,  the 
people  in  the  colonies  fbon  fell  into  it,  and  fuch  quantities  were  imported,  as  not 
only  fupplied  our  wants,  but  enabled  us  alfo  to  fupply  thofe  of  our  neighbours ; 
and  then  upon  a  fuppofltion  that  the  trade  was  effeftually  eftabliihed,  the  bounty 
was  difcondnued.  The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  the  importation  of  thcfe  com- 
modides  from  RuiTia,  Sweden  and  Norway,  was  revived ;  for  the  people  of  thofe 
countries  building  large  bulky  fhips,  peculiarly  proper  for  tranfporting  thofe  com- 
modides,  by  navigating  thcfe  fliips  cheaper  than  we  can  do  ours,  are  thereby  able 
to  underfell  our  countrymen  in  the  colonies,  by  three  or  four  fhillings  in  a  barrel  ; 
fo  that  to  keep  this  trade  there  grew  a  neceflity  of  granting  a  new  bounty  upon 
pitch  and  tar  from  America,  or  laying  a  new  duty  upon  what  was  imported  from 
the  north. 

We  may  fay  the  fame  thing  with  regard  to  iron,  of  which,  at  prefent,  we  import 
very  near  double  as  much  from  Sweden  as  is  fold  to  all  the  red  of  Europe,  for  which 
we  pay  moflly  m  ready  money  ;  and  yet  no  queflion  can  be  made  of  its  being  very 
pradicable  to  bring  the  befl  part  of  the  iron  we  want  from  our  plantations,  which  has 
been  hitherto  prevented  by  notions  fo  frivolous,  that  I  do  not  care  to  menrion  them. 
Hemp  and  flax  have  been  fufficiently  infified  upon  already,  and  to  thefe  we  may  add 
pot-afhes ;  fo  that  the  reader  will  eafily  difcern,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  at  all  ii> 
the  way  of  enabling  the  northern  colonies  to  pay  us  for  our  manufattures,  and 
prevent  their  fetting  up  manufactures  themfelves,  but  our  fetdng  heartily  abouE 
it.  The  fame  thoughts  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  ferve  for  our  fouthern  colonies, 
in  which  tar  may  certainly  be  made  as  good  as  any  in  the  world  ;  but  then  there 
are  other  things  peculiar  to  thofe  colonies,  fuch  as  the  planting  coffee,  tea,  cocoa, 
indigo,  and  the  fhrub  that  produces  cochineal ;  but  above  all,  we  ought  to  think 
of  fdk,  for  reafons  that  fhall  be  given  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  colony  of 
Georgia ;  at  prefent  we  fhall  only  fay,  that  there  is  this  great  and  extraordinary 
conveniency  attends  the  cultivation  of  the  lafl  mentioned  commodity,  that  as  it  is 
proper  for  the  fame  foil  and  climate,  as  hemp  and  flax,  fo  they  may  be  both  carried 
on  together ;    the  fdk  haiveft,  as  they  call  it,   being  over  before   hemp  and   flax 

are  ripe. 

As  to  the  fugar  iflands,  though  they  have  already  a  ftaple  commodity  of  very  great 
value,  yet  this  fhould  not  hinder  us  from  confidering  how  that  comaiodity  may  be 
flill  rendered  more  ufeful,  I  mean  to  the  planters  and  to  us  ;  and  how  far  other  things 
are  capable  in  the  fame  countries  of  being  improved.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Jofiah  Child  (and  I  think  the  fubjed  well  confidered,  it  is  not  eafy  to  produce  a  better 
opinion)  that  fugar  may  be  as  much  made  the  connnodity  of  this  nation,  as  the  gold 
and  fdver  of  Peru  and  Mexico  are  the  peculiar  treafures  of  Spain.  The  reafons  he 
gives  are  very  flrong,  but  it  is  very  certain  that  we  have  not  fallen  upon  the  right 
method  of  bringing  fiis  dodtrine  into  practice  ;  fmce  inftead  of  exporting  one  half  of 
the  fugar  we  bring  home,  as  we  formerly  did,  we  do  not  now  export  above  a  fixth, 
and  this  not  from  falling  ofi"  of  the  demand,  but  bccaufe  new  markets  have  been  found, 
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at  which  foreigners  can  buy  cheaper.  To  alter  this  all  heads  fhoulJ  be  fet  to  work, 
and  all  arts  tried  ;  and  till  thefe  fucceed,  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fugar  colonies  would  try  to  bring  forae  other  goods  to  market. 

Thus  much  for  the  firfl:  head,  now  for  the  fecond  : — it  has  been  computed,  by  fome, 
that  there  is  a  million  and  a  halt"  ot"  white  people  in  our  plantations,  which  computation 
has  been  judged  by  others  fomewhat  of  the  highefl: ;  perhaps  it  may  be  fo,  but  without 
all  doubt  it  would  be  our  intereft  to  have  two  millions  of  white  people  there;  nor  do  I  think 
that  there  is  any  reafon  to  fear  that  this  would  either  drain  the  Britifh  dominions,  or  at 
all  endanger  the  dependancy  of  the  colonies.  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  very  firmly  per- 
faaded,  that  the  increafe  of  people  in  the  colonies,  as  it  would  certainly  increafe  our  trade, 
fo  it  mud  neceflarily  increafe  the  number  of  our  people  at  home  ;  and  that  the  methods 
proper  to  be  taken  for  the  better  peopling  cur  colonies,  and  improving  them,  would 
infallibly  render  them  more  dependant. 

But  to  come  clofely  to  the  point,  and  fliew  how  this  may  be  done.  Give  me  leave 
to  obferve,  that  though  the  general  propoluion  that  the  number  of  the  people  is  the 
riches  of  a  country,  be  true,  yet  it  is  true  only  of  induflrious  and  ufeful  people  ;  and  it  is 
in  this  fenfe,  that  the  number  of  the  people  in  Holland  is  quoted  as  an  example  ;  fo  that 
if  there  be  in  any  country  numbers  of  people  ufelefs,  they  are  fo  far  from  contributing 
to  the  wealth  of  that  country,  that  they  are  in  fadl  the  caufes  of  its  poverty.  Now,  it 
is  certain,  that  though  this  nation  might  become  more  powerful  and  more  rich,  by 
being  more  numerous  than  it  is ;  yet  there  is  not  any  more  probable  method  of 
bringing  this  about  than  by  employing  our  ufeful  hands,  which  perhaps  may  be 
eafier  done  abroad  than  at  home.  We  have  vaft  numbers  of  vagabonds  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  many  of  them  live  by  pity,  but  mofl:  of  them  by  the  folly  of 
better  people  than  themfelves ;  there  cannot  therefore  be  any  cruelty  in  fendinn- 
thefe  people  where  they  muft  work,  and  confequently  maintain  themfelves,  and  be 
ufeful  to  others.  We  have  many  people  convidted  of  fmall  crimes,  and  from  the 
ignominy  of  the  conviftion  and  puniflmient  rendered  dcfperate ;  it  would  certainly 
be  a  great  charity  to  provide  for  thefe.  We  find  multitudes  releafed  from  time 
to  time  out  of  prifons  by  ads  of  grace,  which  fet  them  at  liberty,  it  is  true ;  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  leaves  them  at  litde  better  more  than  the  liberty  of  ftarving ;  and 
who  can  fay,  that  it  would  not  be  highly  laudable  to  find  out  fome  means  for  giving 
thefe  people  bread  as  well  as  freedom  ?  I  humbly  conceive,  that  if  a  proper  fund 
was  afligned  for  fending  thefe  people  abroad,  not  like  tranfports  or  negroes,  but  like 
unhappy  Englifhmen,  with  due  provifion  for  their  comfortable  maintenance  in  their 
paflage,  and  a  proper  reception  in  the  places  they  are  fent  to,  this  might  be  found  an 
effeftual  way  of  eafing  our  poors-rates,  flocking  our  colonies,  and  enlarging  the  trade 
of  the  nation. 

But  in  doing  this,  great  confideration  is  to  be  ufed,  there  ought  to  be  nothing  in  it 
of  fhame,  and  as  httle  of  force  as  may  be.  The  terms  ought  to  be  fuch  as  may 
encourage  people  in  diftrefs  to  accept  them,  and  the  accepting  them  might  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  fuperfedeas  to  all  criminal  profecutions,  not  of  a  capital  nature.  They  fhould 
be  fent  abroad  for  a  term  of  years,  or  till  they  could  repay  a  certain  fum  of  money  to 
the  corporation  intruded  with  the  management  of  this  fcheme,  and  confiderable 
rewards  ihould  be  given  to  fuch  as  behaved  well,  and  gained  a  competent  fettlement 
during  the  time  limited  for  their  remaining  abroad  ;  and  if  to  this  certain  honorary 
preferments  were  added,  it  would  be  fo  much  the  better.  Thefe  are  the  outlines  only 
ei  a  great  defign,  worthy  the  attention  of  the  legiflature,  who  perhaps  may  thuik  a  tax 
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on  public  diverfions  a  reafonable  fund  for  fuch  a  fervice,  there  beincr  nothing  more  juft 
than  that  luxury  {hould  contribute  to  relieve  neceflity,  and  that  thofe  who  are  able  to  be 
idle  fhould  be  made  willing  to  help  thofe  that  muft  work. 

Such,  at  lead,  are  my  notions  of  thefe  matters,  and  of  the  means  by  which  our 
plantations  might  be  improved,  and  the  advantages  we  derive  from  them  increafed  and 
extended.  If  what  I  have  faid  be  rational  and  pradicable,  or  without  much  difficulty 
may  be  altered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  become  fo,  I  hope  it  will  be  thought  worthy  of 
confideration  ;  but  if  otherwife,  let  fome  perfon  better  verfed  in  thefe  things,  and  more 
capable  of  treating  this  lubjeft  arife,  and  fet  it  in  its  true  point  of  light.  For  this  is  the 
critical  time,  the  feafon  when  the  friends  of  trade  and  the  plantations  fhould  exert 
themfelves  before  a  peace  takes  place,  and  a  new  fcene  opens,  of  which  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  to  give  our  judgment  immediately,  and  as  impoilible  to  think  of  executing  thofe- 
fchemes  then,  that  are  eafy  as  well  as  pradicable  now. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    W. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES  IN  AMERICA, 

FROM  THE  REVOLUTION   TO    THE  DEATH   OF   HIS    LATE    MAJESTY    KING 

GEORGE  L 

I .  The  Artijices  of  the  French,  under  the  Reign  of  James  II.  defeated  by  the  Probity  of 
Colonel  Dtmgan,  Governor  of  New  I'ork. —  2.  The  Indians,  by  their  Infligation,  and 
with  their  Jj/ijtance,  attack  the  People  of  New  England  in  i6go,  and  are  repulfd 
with  Lofs. —  3.  An  Account  of  Sir  William  Phipps's  unfortunate  Expedition  agawjl 
Quebec.  —  4.  The  iliflory  of  the  hidiait  War  continued  to  its  Clrfc,  with  other 
remarkable  Occurrences.  —  5,  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  incor- 
porated by  King  William  III.  and  the  many  Advantages  flowing  from  that  excellent 
Efiablifiment.  —  6.  The  Affairs  of  the  Britiflo  Colonies,  during  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Amie,  briefly  confidered.  —  7.  The  unfortunate  Expedition  againfi  Canada,  under 
General  Hill  and  Sir  Hovenden  Walker.  —  8.   The  Methods  taken  by  the  French  for 

the  Benefit  of  their  own  Commerce,  at  the  Ex  pence  of  ours  to  the  Treaty  cfUtretcht. 

9.  An  Account  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montague's  Scheme  for  feitliiig  the  I/lands  of 
St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent.  —  lo.  The  Hifiory  of  the  Expedition  for  that  Purpofe,  under 
Captain  Uring,  and  his  Relation  of  its  Mifcarriage.  —  11.  Colonel  Braithwaite's  Report 
of  his  being  forced  to  abandon  the  Settlement  of  St.  Vince?it,  —  12.  27je  indubitable  Title 
of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  thofe  iflands  afferted,  and  the  Importance  of  maintaining 
it  demon ftrated. —  13.  Remarks  and  Obfervations  on  the  mojl  remarkable  Paffages  in 
the  foregoing  Chapter. 

IT  is  generally  agreed,  that  the  very  worft  part  of  King  James's  government  was  th(» 
inclination  that  he  had  to  French  counfels,  and  his  falling  too  readily  into  French 
meafures,  which  is  the  more  extraordinary  in  matters  relating  to  commerce  ;  becaufe 
never  any  prince  underllood  them  better  than  King  James.  It  mull:  therefore  have 
been  his  violent  zeal  for  promoting  the  popiih  caufe,  that  induced  him  to  go  the  lengths 
he  did,  in  favour  of  France  ;  contrary  moft  certainly  to  the  interefl  of  this  nation,  as  he 
would  have  feen  fooner  than  any  body,  if  that  zeal  of  his  had  not  hindered  him.  But 
from  hence  we  fee  the  difference  between  Englilh  and  French  popery.  Our  deluded 
prince,  though  he  underftood  trade,  was  inclined  to  facrifice  it,  in  fome  meafure,  for  the 
fake  of  his  religion  ;  the  French  King,  though  of  the  fame  religion,  and  pretending  to 
be  as  zealous  for  it  as  King  James,  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  colour  to  promote  his  own  am- 
bitious defigns,  and  the  trade  of  his  fubjefts  at  our  expence.  I  know  that  this  is  a 
delicate  fubjeft  to  handle,  and  I  fhould  not  have  mentioned  it  at  all,  but  from  a  jufl 
fenfe  of  its  confequence,  and  a  fincere  love  for  truth  and  the  interefl  of  my  country. 

The  French,  in  the  beginning  of  King  James's  reign,  finding  their  colony  of  Canada 
in  the  utmofl  danger  from  the  Iroquois,  a  very  warlike  Indian  nation,  jealous  of  their 
liberties,  and  very  capable  of  defending  them  by  force  of  arms,  refolved,  fince  force  had 
hitherto  failed,  to  try  what  might  be  done  towards  fubduing  them  by  the  gentler  method 
of  converfion  ;  in  order  to  which  they  not  only  employed  a  multitude  of  artful  jefuits, 
but  contrived  likewife,  under  pretence  of  extending  the  Chriflian  faith,  to  engage  King 
James  to  countenance  and  aflift  this  projed:.  In  order  to  this  an  Irifh  gentleman, 
VOL.  XII.  3  E  Colonel 
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Colonel  Dungan,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  was  made  Governor  of  New  York  ;  and 
he  was  direfted,  by  his  mafter,  to  permit  the  French  jefuits  to  preach  to,  and  convert, 
the  Indians  under  the  proteftion  of  his  government.  The  fcheme  was  certainly  well 
laid,  and  one  would  wonder  how  it  came  not  to  take  elfefl:  ;  which  if  it  had  done, 
rpuft  have  proved  the  ruin  of  that  colony  at  leaft,  the  conqueft  of  which  had  been  for 
a  long  time  the  objeft  of  the  French  policy-  But  this  Colonel  Dungan,  unfortunately 
for  the  French,  was  a  man  of  very  good  fenfe,  and  of  flrift  honour ;  he  obeyed  his 
mafier's  commands,  though  unwillingly,  but  he  kept  fo  ftrift  an  eye  upon  the  French 
jefuits,  that  he  very  foon  faw  to  the  bottom  of  their  defigns  ;  andj  finding  them  in- 
compatible  with  the  welfare  of  the  colony  he  governed,  he  obliged  them  to  retire ; 
telling  them  that  they  came  to  promote  the  commerce,  rather  than  the  religion  of  their 
nation  ;  and  that  if  his  good  friends  the  Indians  were  fo  much  in  love  with  jefuits,  that 
they  could  not  be  without  them,  he  would  fupply  them  with  thofe  who  fhould  make 
them  good  Chvil^ians  and  good  Engliflnnen  at  the  fame  time. 

This  greatly  provoked  the  French  governor  of  Canada,  Mr.  Denonville,  who 
threatened  him  with  the  difpleafure  of  his  own  mafter,  and  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  ; 
but  this  had  no  etfeft  upon  Colonel  Dungan,  who  would  not  be  either  cheated  or 
bullied  ;  and  therefore  when  the  French  governor  had  trepanned  fome  of  the  Indian 
c-hiefs,  and  fent  them  over  to  be  made  flaves  in  the  French  gallies,  by  the  mofl:  notorious 
breach  of  faith  that  ever  man  was  guilty  of;  the  colonel  aiFdted  them  in  a  war  occafioned 
thereby,  which  brought  the  French  colony  within  a  hair's  breadth  ot  ruin.  This  ftory, 
which  is  very  remarkable,  we  have  from  French  as  well  as  Englifli  authors,  and  which 
is  no  lefs  extraordinary,  they  agree  in  every  circumflance  of  it.  Only  the  former  are 
fo  partial,  as  to  treat  the  colonel's  charafter  very  ill,  becaufe  he  would  not  facrifice  the 
interefl  of  his  country,  his  own  honour,  and  confcience  to  their  views.  After  the  revo- 
lution, when  he  was  become  Earl  of  Limerick,  King  William,  who  was  very  well 
informed  of  his  proceedings,  procured  an  offer  to  be  made  him  of  a  very  confiderable 
command  in  the  Spanifli  fervice,  but  he  declined  it  ;  and  though  he  hked  not  the 
meafures,  chofe  to  follow  the  fortunes,  of  his  mailer  King  James. 

The  French,  by  the  fame  kind  of  artifices  had  very  near  difpofl'effed  the  Hudfon's  Bay 
company  of  that  country  entirely  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  war  broke  out,  they  adually  did 
fo,  as  we  have  already  fhewn.  They  alfo  made  a  bold  attempt  upon  the  colony  ot  New 
York,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  Indians  in  their  interelts,  but  were  repulfed  ;  and 
Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  with  three  hundred  Englifli,  and  the  fame  number  of  Iroquois, 
bravely  marched  from  Fort  Albany  to  Quebec,  which  is  four  hundred  miles  ;  and 
tinding  the  French  Governor  with  feven  hundred  regular  troops,  and  as  many  Hurons, 
an  Indian  nation  always  at  their  devotion  in  the  field,  they  boldly  attacked  them, 
and  killed  three  hundred  men  and  thirty  officers,  with  very  little  lofs  to  themfelves; 
:but  having  no  artillery,  and  the  French  retiring  into  their  forts,  the  colonel  made  a 
very  honourable  retreat,  fatisfied  with  the  blow  he  had  (truck,  and  fecuring  his  own 
country  from  any  farther  depredations.  But  it  was  not  only  on  this  fide  that  the  French 
attacked  our  colonies  at  that  time,  on  the  contrary  they  had  framed  a  defign  of  greater 
confequence  againft  the  people  of  New  England,  of  which,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  we  will  give  as  full  and  clear  an  account  ot  it  as  we  can  ;  for  though  their 
intrigues  began  fomewhat  earlier  than  the  period  afligned  for  this  chapter,  yet  as  our 
expedition  was  not  made  till  after  the  revolution,  it  comes  in  very  properly  here, 

2.  The  French,  in  a  time  of  full  peace,  and  when,  as  we  have  obfcrved,  they  were 
foliciting  and  obtaining  favours  from  King  James,  excited  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of 
New  England,  to  furprile  fcveral  out  fettlements,  where  they  conunitted  feveral  great 

8  *  barbarities ; 
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barbarities  ;  of  tliis,  complaints  were  made  to  the  French  governor  at  Quebec,  who 
gave  very  good  wonls,  pretending  that  lie  knew  nothing  of  what  had  happened ;  but 
proniifed  to  intcrpol'e,  and  check  the  defigns  of  the  Indians  as  far  as  was  in  his  power, 
which  promife  was  very  indifferently  performed.  The  Englifli  thereupon  tried  what  fair 
means,  and  a  peaceable  negotiation  with  the  Indians,  would  do  ;  in  this  likewife  they 
were  deceived  and  amufed,  while  their  enemies  ilill  perfifted  in  their  depredations, 
though  they  continued  to  treat,  and  pretended  that  all  difputes  fliould  be  amicably 
fettled,  well  knowing  that  the  colony  would  take  any  mcafurcs  rather  than  engage  in  an 
Indian  war.  During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  French  and  Indians  entered  into  further 
engagements  againif  the  Englifli,  who  did  what  they  could  with  honour  and  juftice,  to 
bring  matters  to  a  peaceable  ifliie,  which  was  rendered  very  difTicult  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  French,  who  upon  King  James's  withdrawing  to  France,  reprefemed  the  Englifh 
nation  as  in  a  rebellious  and  perilous  condition,  which  was  fufficient  encouragement 
for  the  Indians  to  continue  the  war,  having  the  promife  of  powerful  affiflance  from, 
Quebec. 

They  furprifed  thegarrifon  of  Quachecho,by  the  treachery  of  Mefandonit,  a  Sachem, 
whom  Major  Waldern,  who  commanded  there,  !iad  generoufly  entertained  the  night 
before ;  and  that  traitor  lying  in  his  houfe,  opened  the  gates  in  the  morning  to  a  party 
of  favages  that  lay  in  ambufli  not  far  off",  and  ruffling  in  killed  the  major  and  twenty-two 
men,  burnt  four  or  five  of  the  bed  houfes,  and  carried  away  twenty-nine  perfons  into 
captivity,  killing  Ivlr.  Broughton  in  their  retreat.  The  government  ordered  Captain 
Noyes,  with  a  fl;rong  party,  to  march  to  Penocook,  and  clear  the  country  of  the 
favages  ;  but  they  cleared  it  themfelves  by  running  away  as  foon  as  they  heard  news 
of  his  coming.  Captain  Noyes  purfued  them,  cut  down  all  their  corn,  burnt  their 
wigwams,  and  laid  every  thing  waife.  A  party  from  Saco  was  furrounded  by  a  great 
body  of  Indians,  and  eicaped  with  difficulty,  having  loll  fix  of  their  number  ;  they 
afterwards  inaftered  Pemmaquid  Fort,  by  help  of  intelligence  given  them  by  one 
Mr.  Starkey,  who  falling  into  their  hands  thought  to  get  out  of  them  by  that  fervice, 
and  told  of  the  weak  condition  the  fort  was  in  by  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Giles,  and  part  of 
the  garrifon  ;  upon  whom  they  fell  at  Giles's  farm,  and  killed  him  and  fourteen  men. 
They  then  got  upon  a  rock,  when  they  miferably  galled  the  Englifh,  and  obliged  the 
governor,  Capt.  Weems,  to  furrender  on  promife  of  life  and  liberty.  But  the  favages 
broke  the  capitulation,  and  butchered  the  greateil  part  of  them,  as  alfo  Capt.  Skinner 
and  Capt.  Farnham,  who  were  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  garrifon,  and  Mr.  Pediffiall, 
as  he  lay  in  his  floop  in  the  Barbran.  Thefe  loffes  caufed  the  inhabitants  of  Sheepfcot 
and  Kennebeck  to  abandon  thofe  places,  and  return  to  Falmouth. 

It  was  time  for  the  government  of  New  England  to  look  about  them,  and  think  of 
oppofing  vigoroufly  thofe  murders  and  depredations  of  the  Indians  :  They  fent  Major 
Swayne  with  five  hundred  men  from  MaiTachufet,  and  Major  Church,  one  of  their  befl 
officers,  from  Plymouth,  with  five  hundred  more,  againfl  the  enemy  in  the  eafl,  where 
they  had  intercepted  Lieut.  Ilutchin,  who  had  drawn  off  a  garrifon  he  had  in  thofe  paints, 
to  fet  them  to  work  in  the  field.  The  favages  coming  unexpededly  upon  them  cut  them 
to  pieces,  being  feventeen  in  number,  and  then  came  to  the  fort,  where  were  only  two 
boys,  and  fome  women  and  children  ;  the  boys  defended  it  againfl  them,  wounded 
feveral  ;  and  when  they  found  that  the  barbarians  were  about  to  fet  fire  to  the  houfe 
that  was  in  the  fort,  and  to  burn  them  out,  they  would  not  yield  but  on  terms  of  life  ; 
which  thefe  inhuman  wretches  granted,  and  afterwards  killed  three  or  four  of  the 
children,  with  one  of  the  boys  ;  the  other  made  his  efcape.  Capt.  Garner  purfued 
the  enemy,  but  they  were  too  nimble  for  him.     Another  party  of  them  affaulted  Cano, 

-J  E  a  killed 


39^  DISCOVERIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

killed  Capt.  Brooks,  and  had  put  the  whole  town  to  the  fword,  had  not  Capt.  TIall 
come  opportunely  -with  relief.  The  defigns  of  Major  Swayne  and  Major  Church 
were  fruftrated  by  the  treachery  of  fome  Indian  confederates,  who  being  fent  out  as 
fcouts,  difcovered  all  that  they  knew  to  the  enemy  ;  who  underftanding  the  number  of 
the  Englifh  fled  to  their  inacceflible  woods  and  fwamps  ;  fo  Major  Swayne,  having  gar- 
rifoned  Blew  Point,  retired  to  winter  quarters.  I  enter  not  into  the  particulars  of  the 
barbarous  treatment  the  Englifh  captives  met  with  from  the  favages,  there  being  nothing 
in  it  but  what  might  be  expedled  from  their  rage  and  cruelty,  and  there  was  no  likeli- 
hood of  their  learning  humanity  towards  the  Englifh,  by  lelTons  from  their  new  allies 
the  French,  who  were  very  adive  in  inflruding  and  difciplining  them  for  the  better 
management  of  the  war. 

It  is  plain  they  had  improved  in  it,  both  in  arms  and  in  adtion,  and  had  continual 
affiftance  from  Quebec,  without  which  the  Englifh  would  foon  have  chaftifed  them  for 
their  infolence,  and  taught  them  to  be  quiet.  To  make  the  French  fome  returns  for 
the  many  mifchiefs  the  Englilh  had  fuffered  by  their  means,  it  was  refolved  in  New 
England  to  carry  the  war  home  to  them.  In  purfuance  of  this  refolution.  Sir  William 
Phipps,  who  commanded  the  fleet  and  forces,  failed  from  New  England  the  28th  of 
April  1690,  and  on  the  nth  of  May  following  arrived  before  Port  Royal.  The  French 
had  then  a  very  flourifhing  colony  in  Acadia,  or,  as  we  call  it,  New  Scotland,  con- 
fifling  of  no  lefs  than  fix  thoufand  people,  who  got  a  living  at  leaft  by  their  trade  in 
lumber,  fifh,  and  fkins  ;  but  for  all  that  the  place  was  fo  miferably  provided  for 
defence,  the  town  being  covered  only  by  a  flight  palifade,  and  a  little  fort  of  no  force, 
that  it  was  very  foon  reduced  ;  and  Sir  William  Phipps  had  the  honour  of  recovering 
this  country  to  the  crown  of  Britain.  The  people  in  Nova  Scotia  had  leave  by 
the  capitulation,  either  to  retire  to  Canada,  or  remain  in  the  country  ;  and  about  two 
thoufand  chofe  the  latter  ;  fo  that  Sir  William  not  only  acquired  a  country,  but  a 
a  people  ;  yet  we  did  not  keep  the  poifeflion  of  either,  for  any  length  of  time.  To 
revenge  thefe  loflTes,  Monfieur  Artel,  a  French  officer  from  Canada,  and  one  Hoop- 
hood,  a  leader  among  the  Huron  Indians,  confederates  with  the  French,  with  men  of 
both  nations,  afl'aulted  Salmon  Falls,  killed  thirty  perfons,  and  carried  away  fifty  into 
caprivity  ;  which  terribly  alarmed  all  New  England,  it  being  the  firfl:  time  that  the 
French  had  aded  openly  with  the  barbarians.  And  as  Quebec  was  thought  to  be  the 
fource  of  all  their  calamities  in  this  war,  it  was  therefore  refolved  to  attack  that  place, 
which  being  reduced,  the  French  would  have  no  city  to  reft  in,  and  carry  on  their  ill 
<lefigns  againft  their  Chriftian  neighbours. 

3.  The  fuccefs  Sir  William  Phipps  fo  lately  had,  recommended  him  to  the  chief  com- 
mand in  this  expedition ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  as  ill  laid  and  managed  as  the  other  was 
well  contrived  ;  for  it  is  certain,  he  had  a  ftrength  with  him  fuflicient  to  have  di'iven  the 
French  out  of  Canada,  had  it  been  well  ufed  ;  he  had  thirty-two  fail  of  fliips,  and  they 
had  aboard  two  thoufand  men,  a  prodigious  armament  for  fuch  a  colony,  and  failed 
from  Hull  near  Boiton  the  9th  of  Auguft  ;  but  came  not  within  fight  of  Quebec  till  the 
5th  of  Ottobcr.  Thus,  they  were  eight  weeks  in  a  voyage,  that  with  good  winds  and 
weather,  might  have  been  made  in  two  or  three.  I'he  Englifli  were  fo  long  making  up 
the  river  of  St.  Laurence,  that  the  governor.  Count  de  Fontenac,  had  time  enough  to 
prepare  for  his  defence  by  drawing  all  the  ftrength  of  the  colony  to  Quebec,  which 
Sir  William  expelled  Would  have  been  divided  by  an  army  marching  over  land,  and 
attacking  Mount  Royal  Fort  on  the  fronders  of  Canada,  while  he  fell  upon  the  capital. 
This  army  was  to  confifl:  of  two  thoufand  men  from  New  York,  Connedicut,  and  Ply- 
mouth colonies,  and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  Indiajis,  to  whom  the  French  gave  the 

name 
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name  of  Iroquois;  but  the  Enplifli  diftinguiflicd  them  by  the  names  of  their  feveral 
nations.  The  Englifh  marched  as  far  as  the  great  lake  of  Canada ;  but  as  there 
were  no  canoes  provided  for  them  to  pafs  it,  they  returned  >  and  it  is  very  flrange  that 
there  fliould  have  been  no  provifion  for  their  paflage  fecured,  iince  the  fuccefs  of  the 
enterprize  fo  much  depended  upon  it. 

When  Sir  William  arrived  within  fight  of  the  place,  he  fancied  that  the  conqueft 
would  have  been  as  eafy  as  that  which  he  had  made  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  therefore  he 
drew  up  a  paper  in  the  nature  of  a  iummons  to  furrender,  conceived  m  very  rough 
terms  ;  for  Sir  William  was  originally  a  carpenter,  and  afterwards  a  failor ;  fo  that  he 
was  very  blunt  and  unpolifhed,  though  avery  honed  and  very  brave  man;  but  the  French 
governor,  Count  Fontenac,  was  ib  offended  at  the  ityle  and  fubjeft,  that  he  caufed  a 
pibbet  to  be  fet  up,  and  would  have  hanged  the  major  that  brought  the  paper,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  bilhop's  interceffion.  He  returned,  however,  a  very  infolent  anfwer, 
calling  Phipps  and  his  company  heretics  and  traitors. 

On  the  8th  of  Oftober  the  Englifh  landed,  under  Lieutenant  General  Whalley,  fc^ 
the  number  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred,  for  to  thefe  they  were  reduced  by  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  other  difeaies  ;  but  had  their  full  complement  been  preferved,  what  were  twa 
thoufand  on  board  the  (hips  to  four  thoufand  within  the  city  ;  for  fo  many  men  Fontenac 
had  now  with  him  ?  Which  Whalley  underftanding,  he  re-embarked  his  troops,  though 
they  would  very  fain  have  attempted  one  allault ;  but  their  bravery  was  ill-timed, 
confidering  the  inequality  of  their  number  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Some  writers  make 
the  lofs  of  the  Englilh  from  the  oppofition  they  met  with  on  fhore,  to  be  fix  hundred 
men  ;  but,  I  believe,  that  oppofition  is  heightened  for  the  credit  of  our  nation,  that  the 
troops  might  not  be  thought  to  abandon  this  enterprize  without  looking  the  enemy  in 
the  face.  The  befl  accounts  given  by  the  French  writers  of  this  matter,  do  not  afcribe 
the  deliverance  of  Quebec  more  to  the  courage  of  their  own  people  than  to  the  want 
of  conduft  and  difcipline  in  the  Englifh.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  fcheme  wa& 
well  enough  laid,  but  thofe  who  undertook  to  execute  it  had  not  capacities  fuitable  to 
a  defign  of  this  nature  ;  and  befides  there  fell  out  feme  accidents  that  were  fatal  to  them, 
as  well  as  wholly  unforefeen,  and  to  which  in  a  great  meafure  we  may  juflly  attribute 
their  dillippointment. 

The  fmall-pox  did  not  only  carry  off  numbers  in  Sir  William  Phipps's  fleet,  but 
broke  out  alio  in  the  other  army,  that  was  to  have  marched  by  land  to  attack  Mount 
Royal;  and  this  malady  infefting  thelroquois.wasthe  true  reafon  why  that  expedition  was 
abandoned  ;  and  this  being  foon  known  to  the  French,  gave  theni  an  opportunity  of 
throwing  their  whole  force  into  Quebec,  which  was  much  too  great  for  Sir  William- 
Phipps  to  Itruggle  with,  if  he  and  thofe  who  attended  him,  had  been  better  ofiicers 
than  they  really  were  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  great  wonder  the  whole  expedition  mifcarried. 
This  fhews,  that  matters  of  a  military  nature  cannot  be  carried  on,  efpecially  againit 
the  French,  but  by  military  men  and  officers  well  acquainted  with  fervice  ;  yet  the  zeal 
and  courage  of  the  people  of  New  England,  in  undertaking  and  pufliing  this  projeci:  of 
theirs  fo  far  as  they  did,  deferves  great  applaufe,  as  it  fully  demonftrates  the  fpirit  of 
the  people,  and  very  plainly  proves  that  with  proper  encouragement  and  proper  affiftance, 
they  are  both  willing  to  endeavour  and  able  to  perform  all  that,  in  their  circumftances,, 
a  Britifti  government  can  expe6t  from  Britifh  fubjeds.  In  the  prefent  cafe  their 
efforts  rather  exceeded  than  fell  fhort  of  their  abilities,  for  their  fleet  and  army  were 
numerous  enough,  well  provided,  and  well  paid  j  the  expeuce  of  this  fruitlefs  attempt 
falling  little  fhort  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds^  every,  penny  of  which 
was  furnifhed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  or,  which  was  worfe,  tiiey  ran  in  debt 
for  it,  and  were  left  to  pay  it ;  here  at  home  we  do  not  fufnciently  reflect  r.pon  th;-  in- 
conveniences; 
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conveniences  that  fuch  misfortunes  as  thefe  bring  upon  our  fettlements,  but  are  too  apt 
to  charge  them  with  want  of  vigour,  want  of  application,  and  want  of  public  fpirit  ; 
whereas,  in  truth,  theie  wants,  generally  fpeaking,  lie  on  our  fide  the  water  ;  and  it  is 
to  cover  our  own  neglefts,  that  we  pretend  to  find  faults  in  them  of  which  they  were 
never  guilty. 

The  fliipsin  their  return  met  with  no  better  fortune  at  fea  than  the  men  had  done 
by  land  ;  fome  of  them  were  driven  as  far  as  the  Leeward  Iflands  ;  one  was  wrecked, 
another  was  never  heard  of,  a  third  foundered  with  all  her  crew  in  her,  a  fourth  was 
driven  afliore  on  the  defolate  ifland  of  Anticolla,  where  Captain  Rinsford  and  his  crew, 
forty  at  firft,  were  reduced  through  want  and  weather  to  half  the  number  in  a  month's 
time,  and  then  faved  almoft  miraculoufly.  The  lofs  of  men  in  this  unfuccefsful  en- 
terprize  amounted  to  one  thoufand,  and  thofe  as  ufeful  hands  as  any  in  the  country. 
During  the  progrefs  of  this  miferable  expedition,  a  party  under  Lieutenant  Clark, 
venturing  out  of  Cafco,  to  look  for  the  enemy,  met  with  a  body  of  four  or  five  hun- 
dred Indians  and  French,  who  killed  the  lieutenant  and  thirteen  of  his  men  ;  the  reft 
efcaping  into  the  town,  were  purfued  by  the  Indians  and  French,  who  entering  the 
place  reduced  it  to  afhes.  The  garrifon  furrendered  the  fort  upon  conditions  of  fafe 
conduft  to  the  next  Englifh  town  ;  but  the  French  bafely  broke  the  capitulation,  and 
made  them  prifoners  of  war,  under  a  very  foolifh  pretence  of  their  being  rebels  to  their 
lawful  king. 

The  governor.  Major  Davis,  and  fome  of  his  men,  were  fent  to  Quebec  ;  the  reft 
were  murdered  by  the  favages.  The  garrifons  of  Papocodack,  Spamwick,  Black  Point, 
and  Blue  Point,  drew  off  to  Cacc,  twenty  miles  within  Cafco,  terrified  with  the  fate 
of  that  place  ;  their  terror  infected  that  garrifon  alfo,  and  half  of  them  fled.  Hoophood, 
the  Huron,  purfued  them  and  deftroyed  all  the  country,  burnt  feveral  houfes  at  Berwick, 
killed  thirteen  or  fourteen  men  at  Fort  Point,  and  carried  off  fix  prifoners  ;  but 
Captain  Floyd  and  Captain  Greenleaf  coming  up  with  him  routed  his  party,  wounded 
and  drove  him  off  to  a  great  diftance.  He  was  afterwards  fallen  on  by  the  French 
Indians,  who  taking  him  for  an  Iroquois,  killed  him  and  almoft  all  that  were  with  him. 
The  Indians  and  French  had  after  that  an  advantage  over  theEnglifli  under  Captain 
Wifwell,  whom  they  killed,  with  fifteen  of  his  foldiers,  near  Wheelwright  Pond,  the 
reft  were  brought  off  by  Captain  Floyd.  Fluflicd  with  this  fuccefs,  the  Indians  and 
French  made  a  defcent  upon  Amefbury,  near  to  the  Maffachufets,  furprifed  Captain 
Foot  and  tortured  him  to  death  ;  but  the  townfmen  returning  into  the  fort,  main- 
tained it  againft  them.  Major  Church  paffed  by  fea  with  three  hundred  men  to 
Cafco  Bay,  where  he  landed,  and  paffed  directly  Pechpyfot,  an  Indian  fort,  wliich  he 
found  deferted,  thence  to  Amonofcoggin  Fort,  forty  miles  up  Cafco  river,  which  he 
burnt,  after  having  killed  twenty  Indians,  all  that  ftaid  in  it,  and  releafed  feven  EngliOi 
captives.  Having  notice  that  the  Indians  had  agreed  to  rendezvous  on  Pechyfet 
plain,  in  order  to  attack  Wells,  he  haftened  thither  to  give  them  battle  ;  which  the 
favages  avoided,  and  the  Englifti  went  into  winter  quarters.  Captain  Convers  and  Cap- 
tain Plaiftead,  with  one  hundred  men,  remaining  in  thofe  parts,  to  fcour  the  woods  ; 
and  as  the  Englifli  had  no  reafon  to  be  content  with  the  liiccefs  of  the  war,  fo  they 
were  well  pleaied  at  the  fight  of  a  flag  of  truce,  with  which  the  Indians  came  to  Wells, 
and  a  ceffation  of  arms  till  the  May  following  was  agreed  on  by  commiffioners  on 
both  fides. 

The  time  of  the  ceffation  of  arms  with  the  Indians  was    fcarce  expired  ;  but  the 
favages,  inftead  of  coming  as  they  had  engaged,  to  reftore  the  captives,  and  turn  the 
truce  into  a  peace,  began  to  commit  new  hoflilities,  and  killed  feveral  Englifti  at  Ber- 
wick, 
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wick,  Exeter,  and  Cape  Nidduck.  To  prevent  further  mifchiof,  Captain  Marcl,  Cap- 
tain King,  Captain  Sherburn,  and  Captain  Waters,  with  tour  hundred  men,  landed  at 
Macquoit,  and  marched  to  Speaky  ;  but  thefe  forces  not  meeting  the  enemy,  grew 
fecure,  and  ftragglcd  out  in  parties,  which  the  Indians  obferving,  gathered  in  a  body, 
attacked  them  and  drove  them  to  their  fliips,  with  the  lofs  of  Captain  Sherburn  and 
feveral  men,  who  could  not  get  aboard  in  time.  They  killed  feven  pcrfons  at  Berwick, 
twenty-one  at  Sandy-Bear,  a  family  at  Rowly,  another  at  Haviirhill,  both  in  V.iXcx  county. 
Thus, we  find  them  drawing  fouthward,  and  extending  themfelves  into  the  Maffichufets, 
which  they  had  not  done  before.  The  garrifon  of  Cape  Nidduck  was  fo  thinned  by 
draughts  from  it,  that  the  remainder  thought  fit  to  defert  it,  though  a  (Irong  fort.  A 
party  of  popiOi  Indians  alfaulted  the  town  of  York,  killed  fifty  Englifli,  and  drove  away- 
one  hundred  into  ilavery,  and  the  reft  fortified  themfelves ;  and  though  they  were  but 
a  handful,  yet  the  favages,  who  were  feveral  hundreds,  durft  not  attack  them.  Here 
Mr.Shubaal  Dunner,  the  minifter,was  (hot  at  his  own  door, to  the  great  joy  of  the  French 
papifts.  A  fhip  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Sagadohook,  with  a  commilfion,  and 
effefts  to  redeem  the  captives,  and  thofe  men  who  remained  in  the  town  were  now  think- 
ing of  abandoning  it. 

i\'Iajor  Hutchinfon  was  in  June  1692  fent  with  a  ftrong  party  under  Captain  Convers, 
Captain  Floyd,  and  Captain  Thaxter,  to  alFilt  them  and  other  Englifhmen  on  the 
frontiers.  Captain  Convers  was  polled  at  Wells  with  only  fii'teen  men,  in  the  flight 
fort  there,  and  fifteen  more  in  two  floops  in  the  river,  to  be  affilfing  to  the  others  upon 
occafion.  Againft  him  came  no  lefs  than  four  Indian  kings,  Modenkawando,  Moxus, 
Edgerement,  Warumbo,  and  ilill  two  greater  men,  Monfieur  Labrocree  and  Monfieur 
BarnifF,  with  fome  French  foldiers,  ancl  five  hundred  Hurons.  Moxus  had  not  long 
before  attacked  Wells  with  two  hundred  Indians,  and  had  been  repulfed  by  Captain 
Convers,  who  had  not  a  quarter  of  that  number  of  men  with  him,  which  Modenka- 
wando hearing,  he  faid,  my  brother  Moxus  has  milTed  it  now,  but  I  will  go  myfelf 
the  next  year,  and  have  the  dog  Convers  out  of  his  hole.  But  he  was  miftakcn,  for  the 
Englifhmen  in  the  fort,  and  chiefs  in  the  floops,  behaved  fo  gallantly,  following  the 
example  of  their  brave  commander  Convers,  that  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts  of  the 
Indians  and  French  to  mafter  them,  by  land  and  by  water,  Monfieur  Barniff,  and  the 
four  Indian  confederate  princes,  were  obliged  to  retire.  But  Monfieur  Labrocree  did 
not  live  to  bear  the  reproach  of  fo  fcandalaus  a  retreat,  being  killed  in  the  firft  of  it. 
The  enemy  happened  here  to  take  one  John  Diamond  prifoner,  whom  they  ufed  fo  barba- 
roufly,  that  it  would  occafion  too  rauch  horror  in  the  reader  to  relate  it. 

Things  condnued,  however,  in  this  fituation,  till  Sir  William  Phipps  came  over  in 
quality  of  governor  of  New  England,  who  immediately  began  to  think  oi  eretfting  a 
new  fort  at  Pemmaquid,  to  cover  the  frontiers,  which  he  compleated  in  fix:  months 
time,  though  it  was  one  of  the  llrongeft  places  in  America  ;  but  the  expence  which 
this  occafioned  made  the  people  uneafy  ;  who,  it  feems,  never  forgave  the  raifing  of 
the  money  it  colt,  though  they  could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  it  was  endrely  laid  out 
for  their  iafety  ;  but  it  feems  in  New  as  well  as  Old  England,  and  indeed  in  all  other 
countries,  it  is  a  much  ealier  thing  to  ferve  a  fociety,  than  to  make  that  focicty  fenfible 
of  one's  fervice.  In  the  prefent  cafe  one  might  have  expected  things  fliould  have  taken 
another  turn,  fince  by  the  care  Sir  William  Phipps  took,  the  frontiers  of  the  plantation 
were  better  fecured  than  in  times  paft,  and  the  Indians  more  than  once  defeated  in 
general  engagements  ;  if  the  difputes  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  of  a  fide 
may  be  called  lo,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  why  they  fliould  not,  if  we  confider  that  the  con- 
fequences  of  thefe  engagements  were  of  the  fame  importance  to  both  nations^  as  if  they 

had 
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had  been  fought  by  thoufands  ;  and  I  conceive,  that  it  is  the  importance  of  a  war,  and 
not  the  number  of  men  employed  in  it,  that  renders  it  worthy  of  notice. 

Thefe  fuccefles,  the  building  the  forts  in  the  eaft,  and  the  augmenting  the  forces 
there,  inclined  the  favages  to  think  in  earned:  of  peace,  efpecially  upon  hearing  the 
Macquas  threatened  to  fall  upon  them,  for  killing  ibme  of  their  fquas  or  princefles  on 
Whoitlebury  Plain.  The  Indian  fachems  had  a  French  ambaffador  at  their  courts, 
who  was  a  friar,  to  flir  them  up  againfl  the  Englifli,  and  keep  them  in  heart.  This 
prieft  did  his  utmofl:  to  perfuade  them  to  continue  the  war.  But  the  French  not 
aififting  them  with  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  as  they  promifed,  the  friar  could  not 
hinder  them  from  begging  a  peace,  which  was  concluded  at  Fort  Pemmaquid,  by  thir- 
teen fegamores  and  the  Englifh  commilhoners,  who  fet  their  names  to  the  inilrument, 
Auguft  1 1,  1693.  By  this  treaty  the  Indians  renounced  their  allegiance  with  the  French, 
owned  themfelves  fubjefts  to  the  crown  of  England,  confirmed  the  Englifh  in  the 
poffeffion  of  all  the  lands  they  had  acquired,  and  fubmitted  the  regulation  of  their  trade 
to  the  next  general  aflembly,  which  gave  great  fatisfattion  to  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  the  rather,  becaufe  hitherto  the  Indians  had'  very  honeftly  kept  their  treaties, 
but  it  was  not  long  before  it  appeared  that  their  new  fpiritual  guides,  the  French,  had 
taught  them  other  principles. 

4.  It  was  not  above  a  year  before  the  jefuits  excited  their  new  converts  to  break  this 
peace,  concluded  with  heretics  ;  it  is  true,  there  was  then  a  war  with  France,  fo  that  as 
flatefmen  and  politicians  the  jefuits  may  be  juftitied,  but  then  they  muft  lay  afide  all 
pretences  to  chriftianity  ;  for  it  is  certain,  there  is  nothing  in  our  religion  that  counte- 
nances a  behayiour  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  all  their  labours 
tended  to  make  thefe  poor  people  rather  tools  to  France  than  chriftians.  The  firfl 
breaking  out  of  the  new  war,  which  happened  in  the  fpring  of  1 694,  was  without  any 
previous  declaration,  or  even  complaint  that  the  terms  had  not  been  kept  on  the  fide 
of  the  Englilh,  nor  indeed  was  this  ever  fo  much  as  pretended.  A  body  of  Indians  and 
French  fell  fuddenly  on  Oyfter  River  Town,  and  feized  near  one  hundred  perfons, 
twenty  of  which  were  of  the  trained-bands.  One  Blachford  courageouOy  defended  his 
houfe  againfl  them,  who  defpairing  to  reduce  him  before  fuccours  came,  left  him,  and 
going  to  Mrs.  Cuts's  farm  near  Pifcataway,  they  murdered  her  and  her  family.  They 
made  an  incurfion  into  Middlefex  county,  and  affaulted  Groton,  but  were  bravely  re- 
pulfed  by  Lieutenant  Lukin,  upon  which  they  fell  to  plundering  the  plantations  there- 
abouts, killed  twenty  prifoners,  and  carried  twenty  more  into  captivity.  They  killed 
one  of  the  children  of  Mr.  Grefham  Hobert,  the  minifter,  and  carried  off  another  with 
them ;  they  murdered  three  perlons  at  work  near  Spruce  Creek,  and  eight  more  at 
Kittery,  where  they  barbaroufly  ufed  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Downing.  The  favages  fcalped 
this  young  woman,  and  left  her  for  dead,  but  ihe  recovered,  and  was  living  twenty 
years  after.  Mr.  Jofeph  Pike,  ofNewburry,  under-fheriff  of  Ellex,  was  murdered  by 
them,  between  Amefbury  and  Haverhill  in  that  county. 

To  balance  thefe  loffes  the  Englifh  feized  Bommafeen,  a  famous  fegamore,  one  of . 
thofe  that  figned  the  lafl  treaty.  He  pretended  to  be  jufh  come  from  Can-sda,  and  that 
he  came  on  purpofe  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  hoftilities.  But  it  being  proved  that  he  was 
a  principal  aftor  in  the  late  murders,  he  was  fent  prifoner  to  Bollon.  The  taking  of 
Bommafeen  flunned  the  Indians  a  little,  and  they  were  quiet  for  fix  or  feven  months. 
At  laft  a  fleet  of  canoes  came  to  an  ifland  a  league  froui  Pemmaquid,  and  fent  propofals 
of  peace  to  the  garrifon.  They  owned  their  guilt  in  breaking  the  lafl  articles,  but 
threw  the  blame  of  it  on  the  French.  As  a  proof  of  their  fincerity  now  they  delivered 
up  eight  captives,  when  they  had  above  one  hundred  Hill  in  captivity.     However,  a 
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truce  was  granted  for  tliirty  days,  and  Colonel  Phillips,  the  gallant  Major  Convors,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ilowthorn,  were  appointed  conirniflloners  to  treat  with  them  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  but  becaulb  they  brough.t  not  Boinniafeen  with  them,  whofe  releafe- 
mcnt  was  all  they  wanted,  the  Indian  comniidioners  broke  off  the  conference,  and  went 
away  in  difgull.  They  had  left  the  Englifii  planters  in  their  captivity,  contrary  to  their 
promife  to  releafe  them  as  a  preliminary,  which  was  a  plain  indication  they  were  not  iix 
earnefl:.  Advice  wasfent  iinracdiatelv  to  all  the  F.nglifh  gnrrifons  in  the  eaft  to  be  upon 
their  guard;  notwithftanding  which.  Major  Hammond,  of  Kittery,  fell  into  an 
ambufcade,  and  was  taken  prilbncr  ;  but  having  the  good  fortune  to  be  tranfported  to 
Canada,  he  was  very  civilly  treated  by  Count  Frontenac,  who  bought  him  of  his 
Indian  mailer,  and  feiit  him  to  Bollon  by  a  veflei  that  came  to  Quebec  for  exchange 
of  prifoners.  In  Augufl;  a  party  of  Indians  came  down  to  Bellerica  on  horfeback ;  this 
was  pretty  far  within  the  Maflachufets.  They  killed  and  took  fifteen  perfons,  and 
plundered  Mr.  Rogers's  houfe.  This  was  the  firil  time  the  Indians  ever  made  ufe  of 
horfes.-  They  took  nine  people  out  of  Newbury  in  EfTex,  and  being  clofely  purfued  by 
Captain  Greenlcaf,  a  valiant  and  diligent  officer,  they  fo  wounded  them  when  they 
found  they  could  not  keep  them,  that  they  all  died  except  one  lad,  which  was  a  fignal 
proof  of  their  barbarity. 

Captain  March,  governor  of  Pemmaquid  Fort,  defiring  to  lay  down  his  commiflion 
towards  the  latter  end  of  tlie  year,  he  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Captain  Chub.  He 
fliewed  the  bafencfs  of  his  fpirit,  as  well  as  the  wealuiefs  of  his  underflanding,  in  one 
of  his  firfl:  exploits,  after  he  had  the  command  of  this  garrifon,  by  murdering 
Edgeremet  and  Abenquid,  and  two  other  principal  fegamores,  who  had  figned  the 
lad  treaty,  and  came  to  him  on  afl'urance  of  fecurity,  to  confer  about  a  new  one.  In 
Augufl  the  French  landed  feme  foldiers  out  of  a  man  of  war,  the  Newport,  which  they 
had  taken  from  the  Englifli  to  aflill  the  Indians  in  his  neighbourhood. 

This  news  fo  frightened  the  traitor  Chub,  that  he  furrendered  the  new  and  ftrong 
fort  of  Pemmaquid,  without  the  firing  one  gun,  within  or  without,  though  he  had  near 
one  hundred  men  in  it  double-armed.  The  furprizing  news  of  this  lofs  caufed  a  mighty 
conflernation  at  Boflon  and  all  over  New  England.  Governor  Stoughton  and  the 
council,  immediately  ordered  three  men  of  war  in  purfuit  of  the  French,  though  it  was 
not  probable  that  thefe  fliips  could  be  fitted  for  that  fervice  time  enough  to  come  up 
\V!th  the  enemy,  who  having  done  their  bufinefs  at  Pemmaquid  better  than  they  could 
hope  for,  were  gone  far  enough  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Englifli.  Colonel  Gedney 
marched  with  five  hundred  men  to  the  ealt,  but  the  Indians  were  gone  home,  and  he 
could  do  nothing  but  ftrengthen  the  garrifons  there.  The  favages,  before  their  retreat, 
killed  five  foldiers  belonging  to  Saco  Fort,  who  mufl  not  be  with  their  garrifon.  And 
one  may  obferve,  that  the  greatefl  mifchief  the  Indians  do,  is  by  thefe  ambuflies  and 
furprizes,  which,  confidering  how  they  were  almofl  intermixed  with  them,  it  is 
ftrange  they  fhould  not  be  av/are  of,  and  guard  againfl ;  for  the  country  mufl  by  this 
time,  and  this  means,  be  in  a  manner,  as  v/ell  known  to  them  as  to  the  favages. 
Colonel  Gedney  arrefled  Chub,  and  brought  him  to  Boflon  ;  but  nothing  Lreafonable 
being  proved  againfl  him,  the  government  only  took  away  his  commiflion,  and  fent  him 
thence  to  his  houfe  at  Andover,  in  EfTex  county. 

Some  time  after  this  the  Indians  entered  Haverhill,  and  carried  off  thirty  captives, 
one  of  which  was  Hannah  Duflan,  a  woman  of  a  mafculine  fpirit.  She  had  lain  in  not 
above  a  week,  yet  fhe  and  her  nurfe  walked  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  on  foot,  to 
the  town  where  the  Indian  fhe  was  to  ferve  lived.  This  woman  being  afterwards  to 
travel  with  the  mafler  aijd  his  family  to  a  rendezvous  of  the  army  of  the  favages, 
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where,  according  to  the  diabolical  cuftom  of  them,  flie,  her  nurfe,  and  other  Englifh' 
prifoners,  were  to  run  the  gauntlet  ;  Hannah  watched  her  opportunity  in  the  night,  and 
having  animated  her  nurie,  and  an  Englifli  boy  who  was  witli  her,  they  three  killed  ten 
of  the  Indians  with  their  own  weapons,  and  made  their  efcapes ;  for  which  adion  they 
received  a  reward  of  fifty  pound,  from  the  general  affembly,  and  prefents  from  particular 
perfons  to  a  good  value.  The  Indians  continuing  their  inroads,  killed  a  man  at  York, 
another  at  Hatfield,  a  third  at  Groton,  and  a  fourth  at  Exeter  ;  which  ftiews  us  that  the 
New  England  people  were  in  conltant  danger,  and  harafl'ed  on  every  fide.  The 
Indians  grew  every  day  more  barbarous  and  more  implacable,  as  having  the  intrigues  of 
the  Jefuits  added  to  their  own  fierccnefs  and  thirft  of  blood. 

They  lurprized  and  fhot  Major  Frofl  and  his  two  fons  at  Berwick,  as  they  were 
coming  from  church  one  Sunday,  and  going  to  his  own  houfe  about  ve  miles  off. 
Two  men  that  rid  poll  to  carry  this  unwelcome  news  to  the  governor  of  Wells,  fell 
into  an  ambufcade  as  they  were  returning,  and  were  killed,  as  were  three  men  near 
Nechawannic,  and  a  dreadful  defolation  threatened  the  whole  province  ;  certainly  more 
for  want  of  management  than  of  power.  The  favages  roafted  a  man  to  death  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Wells.  Three  foldiers,  at  Saco  Fort,  as  they  were  cutting  fire-wood 
for  the  fort  at  Caco  Ifland,  were  fliot  dead,  while  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  with  his  two  fons, 
•who  were  appointed  for  their  guard,  were  fowling  in  the  woods  ;  but  the  lieutenant  and 
his  fons  paid  dearly  for  their  negligence,  for  they  fell  into  an  ambufcade  as  they  re- 
turned, and  were  all  three  taken  prifoners.  The  father  and  one  of  his  fons  died  in 
captivity,  and  the  other  made  his  efcape. 

In  the  beginning  of  1697  the  government  of  New  England  was  alarmed  with  advice 
that  the  French  in  Canada  intended  to  make  a  defcent  there  ;  that  a  fquadron  of  men 
of  war  was  come  from  France  to  fupport  the  army  of  the  Indians  and  French,  that  was  to 
attack  the  Englifli  by  land.  The  lieutenant-governor  and  council  prepared  for  a 
vigorous  defence  ;  the  forts  about  Bofton  were  repaired  ;  the  militia  throughout  the 
■whole  province  were  raifed  and  well  difclplined.  Major  March  was  ordered  to  the 
eaft,  with  five  hundred,  to  fcour  the  woods  ;  the  Indians,  who  were  gathering  together 
about  Cafco  Bay,  retired  as  he  approached  them  ;  but  the  Major  h.iving  put  his  men 
aboard  fome  fhips  failed  up  among  the  eaftern  iflands,  and  landed  on  the  banks  of 
Damafcatos  river  ;  a  very  prudent  meafure,  for  he  could  not  have  overtaken  the 
Indians  by  land,  before  they  had  been  got  into  their  faflnefles.  The  Indians  feeing  this, 
fell  upon  his  men  as  they  were  getting  afliore,  but  could  not  hinder  their  landing ; 
upon  which  a  (harp  engagement  enfued,  and  the  Engliih  drove  the  enemy  to  their 
canoes,  a  fleet  of  which  was  in  the  river  to  receive  them.  The  Englifh  had  about 
twelve  men  killed,  and  as  many  wounded  ;  the  enemies  lofs  was  much  greater  ;  but  the 
main  advantage  to  the  Englifli  was,  preventing  the  Indians  joining  the  French,  who 
were  approaching  with  the  fhips  of  war  and  tranfports  for  a  defcent ;  but  hearing  of  the 
rout  of  their  confederates,  they  made  the  beft  of  their  way  home  to  Europe,  with  the 
French  troops  on  board,  to  their  no  finall  difcredit. 

A  party  of  favages  made  an  incurfion  into  Middlefex,  and  plundered  Lancafler, 
killing  twenty  men,  among  whom  was  the  reverend  Mr,  John  \Vhiting,  the  miniiter, 
and  carried  five  into  captivity.  A  month  after  they  killed  a  poor  man  in  the  woods, 
near  Oyfter  River.  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  they  made  a  defcent  upon 
Andover,  and  killed  Captain  Chub  and  his  family.  They  alfo  killed  Colonel  Dudley 
Bradftrcet,  took  his  whole  family,  and  were  carrying  them  off;  but  being  clofely  pur- 
fued,  they  releafed  them  without  doing  them  any  mifchicf.  Tlie  favages  w'ere  now  in 
motion  to  the  wellward,  and  killed  a  nian  and  a  boy  in  the  meadows  near  Hatfield. 

They 
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They  were  purfued  by  a  party  of  EngliOi  from  Deerfield,  of  which  one  was  killed  by 
the  Indians,  who,  after  that  ran  to  the  w(K:)ds.  They  had  attempted  Deerfield  on 
Connedicut  River,  but  were  beaten  off  by  the  inhabitants,  headed  by  their  minifler, 
Mr.  John  Williams.  Thefc  finall  adions  feemed  to  prefage  the  end  of  this  war,  of 
which  the  favages  were  as  weary  as  the  EngliOi,  and  had  no  profpeft  of  making  any 
thing  of  it  againlt  a  people  lo  much  luperior  to  them  in  numbers,  arms  and  (lores  ; 
but  they  ended  it  with  the  better  grace,  by  means  of  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  between 
England  and  France.  Upon  which  Count  Frontenac  fent  to  thefachem  of  the  Hurons, 
and  told  them  he  was  no  longer  to  fupport  them  in  the  war  againft  the  Englifh,  and 
advifed  them  to  make  the  befl  terms  they  could  for  themfelves. 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont  was  by  this  time  arrived  at  New  York,  and  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Indians  being,  fet  on  foot,  he  difpatched  Major  Convers,  and  Colonel  Philips, 
to  confer  with  the  Indian  fachems  at  Penabfcot.  They  began  the  conferences  Odober 
the  6th,  in  which  the  Sachems  excufed  themfelves  for  breaking  the  peace,  faying,  the 
Jefuits  would  not  let  them  alone  till  they  bad  done  it  ;  and  if  the  Earl  of  Bellamont, 
and  Count  Frontenac,  would  not  banifh  thefe  devils,  they  could  not  promife  the  next 
peace  would  laft  long.  Major  Convers  and  Colonel  Philips  concluded  it  with  them  on 
the  foot  with  the  laft  treaty ;  to  which  they  added  a  more  formal  fubmiflion  to  the 
fovereignty  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  wherein  after  acknowledging  themfelves  guilty 
of  breaking  the  lail  peace,  and  in  not  fulfilling  their  engagements  entered  into  thereby, 
while  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  it,  which  they  charge  upon  the  evil  counfels  and 
inftigations  of  the  French,  they  proceed  thus  : 

"  Wherefore  we,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  fegamorcs,  captains,  and 
principal  men  of  the  Indians,  belonging  to  the  rivers  of  Kennebeck,  Amonofcogin, 
Saco,  and  parts  adjacent,  being  fenfible  of  our  great  offence  and  folly,  in  not  com- 
plying with  the  aforefaid  fubmiflion  and  agreement,  "and  alfo  of  the  fufferings  and 
mifchiefs  that  we  have  hereby  expofed  ourfelves  unto  ;  do,  in  all  humble  and  fub- 
miffive  manner,  cad  ourfelves  upon  his  majefty's  mercy,  for  the  pardon  of  all  our 
rebellions  and  violations  of  our  promifes  ;  praying  to  be  received  into  his  majefty's 
grace  and  protedlion  ;  and  for,  and  in  behalf  of  ourfelves,  and  of  all  the  other  Indians 
belonging  to  the  feveral  rivers  and  places  aforefaid,  within  the  fovereignty  of  his 
Majefty  of  Great  Britain,  do  again  acknowledge  and  profef?  our  hearty  and  fincere 
obedience  to  the  crown  of  England ;  and  do  folemnly  renew,  ratify,  and  confirm,  all 
and  every  the  articles  and  agreements  contained  in  the  aforefaid  recited  fubmillion  ;  and 
in  teftimony  hereof,  we,  the  faid  fegamores,  captains,  and  principal  men,  have  here- 
unto let  our  hands  and  feals,  at  Cafco  Bay,  near  Mares  Point,  the  7th  day  of  January, 
in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majefty  King  William  III.  A.D.  169S-9.  Sub- 
fcribed  by  Moxus,  and  the  reft  of  the  fegamores  and  petty  princes." 

Thus  ended,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaftion  of  both  parties,  the  Indian  war,  with 
refpeft  to  which  the  French  writers  have  undoubtedly  given  a  very  falfe  account, 
and  a  (till  more  falfe  account  of  the  peace ;  for  they  fay  pofitively,  that  the 
Indians  infifted  upon  it,  that  they  were  not  fubje£t  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ; 
that  they  declared  againft  their  occupying  any  of  their  lands ;  and  that  they  openly 
profeiTed  they  were,  and  would  be  friends  to  the  French  ;  every  tittle  of  which,  as  is 
manifelt  by  their  inftrument  above  recited,  and  cited  for  that  purpofe,  appears  to  be  a 
direS  falfehood  ;  but  in  one  thing  I  believe  the  French  writers  fpeak  truth,  which  is, 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Indians,  who  made  ufe  of  the  fmall-pox  for  a  pretence 
to  quit  the  Englifli  army,  in  its  march  to  attack  the  French  colony  of  Canada  by  land, 
from  a  forefight  that  if  this  expedition  had  been  attended  with  fuccefs,  the  French 
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mult  have  abandoned  their  country,  and  they  were  unwilling  to  be  left  wholly  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Englifh. 

Many  of  our  authors  indeed,  reprefent  the  Indians  as  not  capable  of  fo  great  a  ftroke 
in  politics;  but  I  have  feen  papers  of  Governor  Dudley  and  William  Penn,  who  were 
very  well  acquainted  with  them,  that  feem  to  countenance  this  opinion  ;  for  they  fay, 
they  have  flrong  natural  parts,  underftand  their  own  intereft  thoroughly,  and  do  every 
thing  with  great  deliberation.  It  is,  indeed,  certain,  that  they  are  wedded  to  their  own 
fentiments,  and  to  their  own  manner  of  living,  and  therefore  we  mufl  refer  their 
politics  to  their  maxims,  and  not  pretend  to  judge  of  thera  by  our  own,  with  which 
they  have  not  the  leafl  affinity  or  connexion. 

5.  We  have,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  given  fo  full  and  clear  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  all  our  colonies  were  fettled,  and  of  the  motives  upon  which  different 
forts  of  people  reforted  to  them,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  furprized  at  hearing  their 
religious  affairs  were  in  a  very  indifferent  fitualion,  when  in  refpecl  to  temporal  con- 
cerns their  condition  was  moft  flouriftiing.  Several  worthy  perfons  in  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  II.  had  ufed  their  endeavours  to  correft  this  evil,  but  their  pious  defires 
did  not  meet  with  propordonable  fuccefs,  which,  however,  was  far  from  difcouraging 
others  from  following  their  example  ;  but  though  they  were  fomewhat  more  fortunate, 
chiefly  from  the  affi fiance  given  them  by  the  pious  Queen  Mary,  whofe  charader  for 
religion  and  virtue  will  live  as  long  as  there  is  either  religion  or  virtue  in  the  world,  yet 
it  was  at  laft  found,  that  nothing  could  be  effeftually  done,  unlefs  the  encouragers  of 
this  noble  defign  of  fpreading  the  chriflian  faith  through  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
America,  were  incorporated  by  charter,  the  necefTity  and  expediency  of  which  Dr. 
Thomas  Tenifon,  then  Archbifnop  of  Canterbury,  undertook  to  reprefent  to  King 
William  III.  and  upon  his  reprefeutation  a  charter  was  obtained,  dated  the  16th  of 
June,  in  the  13th  year  of  his  reign,  by  which  feveral  perfons,  equally  diltinguifhed  by 
their  titles  and  virtues,  were  incorporated  for  that  purpofe,  under  the  moft  honourable 
of  all  names,  "  The  fociety  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts." 

This  truly,  fays  the  author  of  the  hiftory  of  this  fociety,  Dr.  Humphreys,  was  an 
a£lion  fuitable  to  Archbifliop  Tenifon's  public  fpirit  and  honeft  zeal  for  the  Proteflant 
religion,  and  exceedingly  becoming  his  high  flation  and  authority  in  the  church.  The 
American  colonies,  fure,  can  never,  without  the  greatcft  veneration  and  gratitude, 
remember  him,  when  they  fhall,  many  ages  hereafter,  feel  the  happy  effetts  of  havi-ng 
the  chridian  religion  planted  among  them ;  and  reficft  how  hearty  and  forvvard 
Archbiihop  Tenifon  appeared  to  obtain  that  charter,  which  gave  life  and  authority  to 
fo  glorious  an  undertaking  ;  nay,  that  his  zeal  and  fpirit  did  not  reft  here,  he  continued 
to  promote  and  guide,  by  his  wife  councils,  the  affairs  of  the  fociety  ;  he  paid  them  an 
annual  bounty  of  fifty  pounds,  during  his  life,  and  at  his  death  bequeathed  them  a 
thoufand  pounds,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  firfl  bifhop  that  fhould  be  fettled  in 
America.  A  charter  being  thus  obtained,  the  next  endeavour  was  to  carry  their 
laudable  defign  into  execution  ;  accordingly  his  grace  the  archbifliop,  as  empowed  by 
the  charter,  caufed  fummons  to  be  ilfucd  for  the  members  of  the  corporation,  to  meet 
within  the  time  limited  ;  and  feveral  met  at  the  place  appointed,  on  the  27th  of  June 
1 70 1,  and  chofe  proper  officeis  for  tranfadting  the  buiinefs.  At  following  meetings 
they  made  divers  rules  and  orders  for  their  more  regular  proceedings  in  the  adminiftra- 
tions  of  their  trufl,  and  iubfcribed,  among  themfelvVs,  near  two  hundreil  pounds  ;  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  paffmg  the  charter,  making  the  common  fcal,  and  other 
n^ceffary  expenccs  j  they  alfo  ordered  five  hundred  copies  of  the  charter  to  be  printed 
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forthwith,  and  diftributed  amongfl  the  members,  to  be  fhewn  by  thorn  to  all  proper 
perfoiis,  the  fartlicr  to  notify  the  defign  they  were  engaged  in,  and  to  invite  more 
perfons  of  ability  and  piety  to  affifl  in  carrying  it  on. 

This  llep  was  but  an  opening  of  the  matter  to  the  public  ;  the  fociffty  were  diligent 
to  confidrr  of  farther  and  more  eii'edual  ways  and  means  to  obtain  I'ubfcriptions  and 
contributions,  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  maintain  the  expence  of  fending  many 
miflionaries  abroad.  They  immediately  agreed  that  the  beft  argument  to  mankind  was 
example,  and  the  mofl  eflcflual  means  to  engage  others  to  contribute,  was  to  lead  the 
^vny  themfelves,  by  fubfcribing  towards  the  i'upport  of  the  work.  Accordingly  Arch- 
biiliop  Tciiifon,  the  prefident,  the  vicc-prefidcnts,  all  the  bifliops  and  members  then 
prefent,  did  fubfcribe  a  yearly  fum  to  be  paid  to  the  treafurer  of  the  fociety  for  the 
public  iifes,  according  to  the  form  of  fubfcription  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe  ;  having 
now  made  this  advance  themfelves,  they  gave  out  deputations,  under  their  common 
feal,  to  feveral  of  their  members,  and  other  perfons  of  figure  and  interefi:  in  the 
counties  of  England  arid  Wales  ;  fignifying  their  being  conftituted  and  appointed  by 
the  corporation  to  take  fubfcriptions,  and  to  receive  all  funis  of  money  which  fliould 
be  fublcribed  or  advanced  for  the  purpofes  mendoned  in  the  charter  ;  and  here  it  is  to 
be  gratefully  acknowledged,  that  feveral  worthy  perfons  did,  with  a  public  fpirit,  take 
thefe  deputations  to  help  on  with  a  work  fo  truly  for  the  national  intereft,  and  the^ 
honour  cf  common  chriflianity  j  and  did,  by  their  example  and  inftances,  fo  influence 
feveral  well-difpofed  perfons,  that  confiderable  remittances  of  benefactions  to  the  cor- 
poration were  ibon  made,  which  enabled  them  to  enter  on  the  work  with  fuccefs» 
There  were  likewife  feveral  confiderable  funis  of  money  fent  into  the  fociety  by  perfons 
who  defired  to  conceal  their  names  ;  and  the  fame  fpirit  and  ardour  has  continued ; 
neither  has  the  fociety  wanted  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  the  fuccefTors  of 
their  royal  founder,  particularly  his  late  majefty  King  George  I.  and  the  fociety  have 
ftill  increafmg  views  of  fuccefs  through  the  favour  of  his  majefty  now  reigning,  from 
his  known  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  royal  care  for  the  colonies,  fo  con- 
fiderable a  branch  of  the  Britifh  monarchy. 

It  is  a  thing  that  will  certainly  excite  wonder  in  the  minds  of  all  calm  and  confiderate 
people,  let  their  religious  fentiments  or  perfuafions  be  what  they  will,  that  this  fociety, 
with  fcarce  any  fettled  fund,  fliould  be  able  to  maintain,  for  between  forty  and  fifty 
years,  fo  extenfive  a  fcheme  as  that  of  their  charter,  which  tends  to  correft  almoft  all 
the  errors  and  miftakes  that  have  hitherto  happened  in  the  management  of  our  colonics  j 
for  by  the;r  prudent  and  pious  care,  great  check  has  been  given  to  atheifm  and  irreli- 
gion,  a  thing  of  great  confcquence  in  our  fettlements,  confidered  in  a  political  as  well 
as  chriltian  light ;  for  without  it  there  is  no  retraining  the  Indian  traders  from  being 
guilty  of  fuch  immoralities,  as  render  us  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  the  heathen  Indians  ; 
which,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived,  mull  tend  vaftly  to  our  difadvantage,  more  efpe- 
cially,  if  at  the  fame  time  we  reflect  on  the  m.anagcment  of  the  French  in  this  particular,. 
who  are  very  careful  in  their  endeavours  to  convert  the  Indians,  and  keep  up  a  great 
outward  appearance  of  zeal  for  religion,  which  makes  ftrong  impreffions  on  the  minds 
of  the  favages,  even  though  they  are  not  converted,  nor  have  any  inclination  to  become 
I'apills.  If  by  fuch  methods  they  (liould  fo  far  compafs  their  ends,  as  to  convert  many 
of  the  Indians,  and  by  that  means  awe  and  influence  the  reft ;  it  muft  be  accompanied 
with  circumftances  very  difagreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  colonies,  as  from  the  fore- 
going hiftory  of  the  Indian  war  will  appear. 

But  befides  the  many  and  great  advantages  that  would  refult  from  the  thorough  efta- 
bhflmient  of  the  Proteltant  religion  through  the  colonies,  with  regard  to  the  conduiit 

and 
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and  behaviour  of  the  people,  and  the  great  enlargement  of  power  that  would  follow  in 
cafe  the  converfion  of  the  Indians  was  undertaken  by  praflice  as  well  as  preaching,  by 
the  example  of  the  laymen,  as  well  as  the  exhortations  of  the  few  clergy  that  are  fent 
thither  ;  there  is  yet  another  point  that  deferves  as  ferious  regard.  The  negroes  in  the 
fervice  of  our  planters,  are  a  prodigious  body  of  people,  and  as  there  are  but  too  many 
jufl:  caufes  given  for  apprehending  the  deftrudion  of  whole  cmmtries  from  their  plots 
and  confpiracies,  which  have  been  fometimes  prevented  by  accidental,  or  rather  provi- 
dential difcoveries,  when  they  were  upon  the  very  point  of  being  executed  ;  fo  it  is 
certain,  that  if  thefe  people,  or  the  greatcfl:  part  of  them,  could  be  converted,  it  would 
not  only  prove  a  means  of  taking  away  thefe  apprehenfious,  but  would  alfo  add  a  great 
ftrength  to  the  colonies,  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  negroes ;  tor  thefe 
people  would  then  conceive  new  notions  of  their  condition,  and  confider  their  being 
fervants  to  Chriftians  in  the  light  rather  of  a  blefling  than  a  calamity  ;  it  would  not 
only  make  them  eafy,  but  cheerful  in  their  fervitude,  and  by  degrees  would  be  attended 
with  more  advantages  than  we  can  forefee,  and  yet  a  very  ordinary  degree  ol  forefight 
will  not  fail  to  fhew  us  a  great  many.  That  this  is,  and  mull;  be,  attended  with  many 
difficuldes,  will  be  readily  granted,  but  that  it  is  very  far  from  being  imprafticable,  will 
appear  from  what  Dr.  Humphreys  tells  us  has  been  in  this  refpeft  already  done,  and 
which  I  take  to  be  as  material  a  point  as  any  that  occurs  in  the  hiflory  of  this  period. 

The  negro  flaves,  fays  he,  even  in  thefe  colonies,  where  the  fociety  fend  mlflionaries, 
amount  to  many  thoufands  of  perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  all  ages,  and  moft  of  them 
are  verv  capable  of  receiving  inftrutlions ;  even  the  grown  perfons,  brought  from 
Guinea,  quickly  learn  Englifli  enough  to  be  underftood  in  ordinary  matters ;  but  the 
children  born  of  negro  parents  in  the  colonies  are  bred  up  entirely  in  the  Englilh  lan- 
guage. The  fociety  looking  upon  the  inflruftion  and  converfiun  of  the  negroes  as  a 
principal  branch  of  their  care,  elteeming  it  a  great  reproach  to  the  Chrilfian  name,  that 
fo  many  thoufands  of  perfons  fhould  continue  in  the  fame  ftate  of  Pagan  darknefs  under 
a  chriflian  government,  and  living  in  Chriftian  families,  as  they  lay  before  under  in 
their  own  heathen  countries ;  the  fociety,  immediately,  from  their  fird  inftitution, 
flrove  to  promote  their  converfion,  and  infomucli  as  their  income  would  not  enable 
them  to  fend  numbers  of  catechifts  fufficient  to  inflruiSt  the  negroes,  yet  they  refolved 
to  do  their  utmofl,  and  at  leaft  to  give  this  work  the  mark  of  their  higheft  approbation. 
They  wrote,  therefore,  to  all  their  miflionaries,  that  they  fliould  ufe  their  belt  endea- 
vours, at  proper  times,  to  inflrutl:  the  negroes ;  and  fhould  efpecially  take  occafion  to 
recommend  it  zealoufly  to  the  mailers,  to  order  their  flaves,  at  convenient  times,  to 
come  to  them,  that  they  might  be  inflrudted. 

Thefe  direftions  had  a  good  effeft,  and  fome  hundreds  of  negroes  have  been 
inftrufted,  received  baptifm,  and  been  brought  to  the  communion,  and  lived  very- 
orderly  lives.  It  is  a  matter  of  commendation  to  the  clergy,  that  they  have  done  thus 
much  in  fo  great  and  difficult  a  work.  But  alas  !  what  is  the  inflruftion  of  a  few  hun- 
dreds in  feveral  years,  with  refped  to  the  many  thoufands  uninflrudcd,  unconverted, 
living  and  dying  downright  Pagans  ?  It  muft  be  confeffed,  what  hath  been  done  is  as 
nothing,  with  regard  to  what  a  true  Chriflian  would  hope  to  fee  clfefted.  But  the  dif- 
ficulties the  clergy  meet  with  in  this  good  work  are  exceeding  great.  The  firll  is,  the 
negroes  want  time  to  receive  inflrudions ;  feveral  mailers  allow  their  negroes  only 
iSundays  for  refl,  and  then  the  minidcrs  of  the  pariflies  are  fully  employed  in  other 
duties,  and  cannot  attend  them.  Many  planters,  in  order  to  free  themfelvcs  from  the 
trouble  and  charge  of  feeding  and  clothing  their  flaves,  allow  them  one  day  in  a  week 
to  clear  ground  and  plant  it,  to  fubfift  themfelvcs  and  families  ;  feme  allow  all  Satur- 
day j 
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day  ;  fiTne  half  Saturday  and'  Sunday  ;  others  allow  only  Sunday.  How  can  the  negro 
attend  for  inftruftion,  who,  on  half  Saturday  and  Sunday,  is  to  provide  food  and  rai- 
ment for  himfelf  and  family  for  the  week  following  ;  the  negro  will  urge  in  his  own 
cxcufe,  that  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  all  that  is  dear  to  him,  doth  abfolulely  depend 
upon  this  his  necelTkry  labour  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  ;  but  if  this  be  not  ftrictly  jufli- 
fiable,  yet  it  is  certain  the  miferable  man's  plea  will  engage  the  reader's  compafTion. 

This  is  the  cafe  in  fome  colonies,  in  others  it  differs.  In  fome  places  the  negroes  do 
the  whole  labour  of  the  country  in  the  field,  in  others  they  are  ufed  only  as  houfe  fer- 
vants.  Another  difficulty  arifes  from  the  habitations  and  fettleinents  of  the  mailers 
being  at  a  great  diflance  from  each  other  in  mod  places  in  the  colonies,  for  which  rea- 
fon  neither  can  a  minifter  go  to  many  families,  if  the  negroes  were  allowed  time  to 
attend  him,  nor  can  a  proper  number  of  them  affemble  together  at  one  place,  without 
a  confidcrable  lofs  of  time  to  their  mafters.  But  the  greateft:  obftruftion  is,  the  mafters 
themfflves  do  not  confider  enough  the  obligation  which  lies  upon  them,  to  have  their 
flaves  inftrucled.  Some  have  been  fo  weak  as  to  argue  the  negroes  had  no  fouls,  others 
that  they  grew  worfe  by  being  taught  and  made  Chridians.  I  would  not  mention  thefe 
if  they  were  not  popular  arguments  Hill,  becaufe  they  have  no  foundation  in  reafon  or 
truth. 

After  the  Society  had  given  the  general  order  mentioned  before,  to  all  their  mlf- 
fionaries,  for  the  indruclion  of  the  Haves,  they  agreed  to  ufe  another  method,  which 
they  believed  would  more  fuccefsfully  promote  this  work.  They  opened  a  catechifing 
fchool  for  the  flaves  at  New  York,  in  the  year  1704,  in  which  city  there  were  com- 
puted to  be  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  negro  and  Indian  flaves,  and  many  of 
their  maflers  well  difpofed  to  have  them  made  Chrillians.  The  Society  hoped  this 
example  fet,  might  Idndle  a  zeal  in  fome  other  good  people,  to  carry  on  this  work 
which  they  were  unable  to  eftedt,  and  to  erefl:  fchools  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  negroes, 
and  to  employ  catechills  to  teach  them  at  appointed  times ;  and  that  the  legiflature  of 
the  colonies  would  by  a  law  oblige  all  flaves  to  attend  for  inflrudion.  The  Society 
found  foon,  it  was  not  eafy  to  procure  a  perfon  proper  to  be  a  catechift  :  Mr.  Elias 
Neau,  a  layman,  then  living  in  New  York  city  as  a  trader,  was  reprefented  to  be  the 
propereft  perfon  for  that  office.  He  was  by  nation  a  Frenchman,  and  made  a  con- 
feffion  of  the  Proteflimt  religion  in  France,  for  which  he  had  been  confined  many  years 
in  prifon,  and  feven  years  in  the  galleys  :  when  he  got  releafed,  he  went  to  New  York 
and  traded  there  ;  and  had  the  charafter,  from  people  of  all  perfuafions,  of  a  man  of 
piety,  of  fober  deportment  and  ferious  life.  He  accepted  of  the  offer  of  being  catechift  ; 
and  his  former  fuflerings  on  account  of  his  religion  did,  with  great  advantage,  recom- 
mend him  to  be  a  teacher  of  the  Chrillian  faith,  and  his  humility  enabled  him  to  bear 
with  the  many  inconveniences  hi  teaching  thefe  poor  people. 

He  entered  upon  his  office  in  the  year  1704  with  great  diligence.  At  firft  he  was 
obliged  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  to  inftrud  the  negroes  ;  this  was  out  of  meafure 
laborious  ;  afterwards  he  got  leave  that  they  fliould  come  to  his  houfe  ;  this  was  a  con- 
fiderable  relief.  There  were  two  obftrudions  ffill ;  the  time  was  much  too  fliort,  and 
the  place  inconvenient,  for  teaching  the  great  number  of  negroes  ;  a  httle  time  in  the 
dufk  of  the  evening,  after  hard  labour  all  day,  was  the  whdle  time  allowed  them  for 
learning  and  for  relaxation,  and  to  vifit  their  wives  and  children,  which  were  generally 
in  other  families,  not  in  their  mailers.  At  this  time  their  bodies  were  fo  fatigued  that 
their  attention  could  not  be  great.  They  were  dull  and  fleepy,  and  remembered  they 
mufl  rife  early  the  next  day  to  their  labour  ;  the  place  alfo  was  incommodious,  beino- 
the  uppermoll  fioor  of  Mr.  Neau's  houfe,  ;md  was  not  able  to  hold  couveuientlv  a  I'maU 

part 
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part  of  the  flaves  that  might  re  fort  thither.  Befides,  the  negroes  were  much  difcou- 
raged  from  embracing  the  Chriftian  religion,  upon  account  of  the  very  little  regard 
fliewed  them  in  any  religious  refpeft.  Their  marriages  were  performed  by  mutual 
confent  only,  without  the  blefling  of  the  church  ;  they  were  buried  by  thofe  of  their 
own  country,  or  complexion,  in  the  common  field,  without  any  Chriftian  office,  per- 
haps fome  ridiculous  heathen  rites  were  performed  at  the  grave  by  fome  of  their  own 
people.  No  notice  was  given  of  their  being  fick,  that  they  might  be  vifited  ;  on  the 
contrary,  frequent  difcourfes  were  made  in  converfation  that  they  had  no  fouls,  and 
periflied  as  beafts. 

Mr.  Neau  contended  with  thefe  difficulties,  and  notwithflanding  all,  proved  an  inftru- 
mcnt  of  bringing  many  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  faith  :  he  took  great  pains  in 
reading  to  them,  in  making  fliort  collections  out  of  books  on  the  catechifm,  and  in 
making  an  abftraft  of  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  Scriptures  ;  fo  that  many  v.-ho  could 
not  read,  could  yet,  by  memory,  repeat  the  hiitory  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  the 
flood,  the  giving  of  the  law,  the  birth,  miracles,  and  crucifixion  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
chief  articles  and  doftrines  of  Cliridianity.  This  was  a  work  of  great  pains  and 
humanity.  Mr.  Neau  performed  it  diligently,  difcourfing  familiarly  with  thofe  poor 
people,  and  labouring  earneftly  to  accommodate  his  difcourfe  to  their  capacities.  His 
labours  were  very  fuccefsful.  A  confiderable  number  of  the  flaves  could  give  a  fufficient 
account  of  the  grounds  of  their  faith,  as  feveral  of  the  clergy,  who  examined  them 
publicly,  before  they  gave  them  baptifm,  have  acquainted  the  Society.  In  the  mean 
time,  while  the  Society  was  thinking  of  farther  ways  to  advance  this  work,  a  calamity 
appeared,  which  mightily  difcouraged  this  country  from  promoting  the  inflrudion  of 
their  flaves. 

In  the  year  1712  a  confiderable  number  of  the  negroes  of  the  Carmantee  and  Pappa 
nations,  formed  a  plot  to  deflroy  all  the  Englilh,  in  order  to  obtain  their  liberty,  and 
kept  their  confpiracy  fo  fecret  that  there  was  no  fufpicion  of  it,  until  it  came  to  the 
very  execution  ;  however,  the  blov/  was,  by  God's  affiftance,  happily  defeated.  The 
plot  was  this  :  The  negroes  fet  fire  to  a  houfe  in  York  city,  on  a  Sunday  night  in  April, 
about  the  going  down  of  the  moon  ;  the  fire  alarmed  the  town,  who  from  all  parts  run 
to  it.  The  confpirators  planted  themfelves  in  feveral  ftreets  and  lanes  leading  to  the 
fire,  and  fhot  or  ftabbed  the  people  as  they  were  running  to  it.  Some  of  the  wounded 
efcaped  and  acquainted  the  government,  and  prefently  by  the  firing  a  great  gun  from 
the  fort,  the  inhabitants  were  called  under  arms,  and  prevented  from  running  to  the 
fire ;  a  body  of  men  was  foon  raifed,  which  eafily  fcattered  the  negroes ;  they  had 
killed  about  eight  perfons,  and  wounded  twelve  more.  In  their  flight  fome  of  them 
fhot  themfelves,  others  their  wives,  and  then  themfelves  ;  fome  abfconded  a  few  days, 
and  then  killed  themfelves,  for  fear  of  being  taken,  but  a  graat  many  were  taken,  and 
ei"-hteen  fuftered  death.  This  wicked  confpiracy  was  at  firfl  apprehended  to  be  general 
among  all  the  negroes,  and  opened  the  mouths  of  many  to  fpeak  againft  giving  the 
negroes  inflruftion.  Mr.  Neau  durd  hardly  appear  abroad  for  fome  days,  his  fchool 
was  blamed,  as  the  main  occafion  of  this  barbarous  plot.  But  upon  the  trial  of  the 
wretches,  there  were  but  two  of  all  his  fchool  fo  much  as  charged  with  the  plot,  and 
only  one  was  a  baptifed  man  •,  and  in  the  people's  heat,  upon  flender  evidence,  perhaps, 
too  haftily  condemned  ;  for  foon  after  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  innocent  by  the  com- 
mon voice  ;  the  other  was  not  baptifed.  It  appeared  plain  that  he  was  in  the  confpi- 
racy, but  guiltlefs  of  his  mafler's  murder,  who  was  Hooglands,  an  eminent  merchant. 
Upon  full  trial,  the  guilty  negroes  were  found  to  be  fiich  as  never  came  to  Neau's 
fchool }  and  what  is  very  obfervablc,  the  perfons  whole  negroes  were  found  to  be  moft 

guilty. 
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guilty,  were  fuch  as  were  the  declared  oppofers  of  making  them  Chriftians  :  however, 
a  great  jealoufy  was  now  raifed,  and  the  common  cry  was  very  loud  againft  inftruiSing 
tl.e  negroes. 

The  common-council  of  New  York  city  made  an  order,  forbidding  the  negroes  to 
CO  about  the  ilreets  after  fun-let  without  lanthonis  and  candles.  This  was  in  eft'eft,  ' 
forbidding  them  to  go  to  Mr  Neau's  fchool ;  for  none  of  them  could  get  lanthorns,  or 
come  to  him  before  fun-fet ;  but  fome  time  after,  the  more  ferious  and  moderate  people 
abated  of  this  violence  ;  it  appearing  to  be  a  plot  of  a  few  only,  not  a  general  one  of  ail 
the  negroes,  no  confequence  attended  the  aftion,  and  the  people  grew  more  compofed. 
Robert  Hunter,  Efq.  the  governor  of  the  province,  obferved  their  fears  were  ill 
grounded,  and  that  Mr.  Neau's  fcholars  were  not  the  guilty  negroes ;  and  therefore,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  defign  of  inftruding  them,  he  was  pleafed  to  vifit  his  fchool, 
attended  by  the  Society's  miffionaries  and  feveral  perfons  of  note,  and  publickly  de- 
clared his  approbation  of  the  defign  ;  and  afterwards,  by  a  proclamation  put  out  againft 
immoralities  and  vice,  he  recommended  to  the  clergy  of  the  country,  to  exhort  their 
congregations  from  the  pulpit,  to  promote  the  inftruGion  of  the  negroes.  I'his  gave 
new  life  again  to  the  vtork,  and  the  negroes  frequented  Mr.  Neau's  fchool  as  before ; 
feveral  were  inllrucled,  and  afterwards  examined  publickly  in  the  church  before  the 
congregation,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vefey ;  and  gave  a  very  fatisfactory  account  of 
their  faith,  and  received  baptifm. 

The  Society  had  accounts  from  time  to  time  of  Mr.  Neau's  diligence  and  fuccefs, 
particularly  one  very  ample  teftimonial,  figned  by  the  governor  (Robert  Hunter,  Efq.) 
the  council,  the  lord  mayor,  and  recorder  of  New  York,  and  the  tv/o  chief  juftices, 
fettiag  forth,  That  Mr.  Neau  had  demeaned  himfelf  in  all  things  as  a  good  ChrifUan, 
and  a  good  fubjed: ;  that  in  the  ftation  of  catechifl  he  had,  to  the  great  advancement 
of  religion  in  general,  and  the  particular  benefit  of  the  free  Indians,  negro  flaves,  and 
other  heathens  in  thofe  parts,  with  indefatigable  zeal  and  application,  performed  that 
fervice  three  times  a  week  ;  and,  that  they  did  fmcerely  believe,  that  as  a  catechift,  he 
did  in  a  very  eminent  degree  deferve  the  countenance,  favour,  and  protection  of  the 
Society.  The  Society  were  fully  falisfied  with  Mr.  Neau's  behaviour,  and  continued 
to  fend  him  numbers  of  catechifms  and  fmall  tracts  of  devotion  and  inilruclion,  to  give 
among  the  flaves  and  fervants  at  his  difcretion.  Mr.  Neau  perfevered  with  the  fame 
diligence  till  the  year  1722,  in  which  he  died,  much  regretted  by  all  who  knew  his 
labours. 

The  Society  have  been  very  careful  in  carrying  on  that  great  and  good  work,  as  far 
as  in  their  power  lay,  ever  fmce  ;  and  though  they  have  not  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  they 
could  have  wifhed,  yet  their  difappointments  have  not  been  of  a  nature  to  make  them 
defpair,  and  we  may  reafonably  prefume,  that  by  degrees,  and  by  a  conftunt  perfe- 
verance,  they  will,  in  procefs  of  time,  overcome  all  difSculties, 

6.  After  the  accelhon  of  Queen  Anne  to  the  crown,  and  this  nation's  engaging  in 
another  general  war  againft  France,  it  was  thought  a  thing  of  very  great  confequence 
to  fecure  the  five  Indian  nations  bordering  upon  New  England  and  New  York  ;  and 
therefore,  inftead  of  waiting  for  an  application  from  the  Society,  an  order  was  direded 
to  them  from  the  Privy  Council  upon  this  fiibjed  ;  and  they  were  direded  to  fend  over 
jnifTionaries  without  delay,  with  a  promife  that  they  fhould  be  properly  fupported  ;  and 
this  In  terms  that  very  plainly  Ihewed  the  Government  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter  that 
did  not  only  regard  the  Church,  but  the  State.  The  Society,  upon  this,  fent  over, 
very  foon  after,  one  Mr.  Moor,  and  intended  to  have  fent  over  other  miilionaries  if  his 
endeavours  had  met  with  any  fuccefs.     The  fcheme  was  very  wife  and  very  good,  yet 
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it  did  not  anfwer  in  the  execution,  for  want,  as  I  conceive,  of  proper  expence  about 
it.  In  a  national  concern  like  this,  money  fhould  not  have  been  fp^rsd,  and  great  care 
ought  to  have  been  taken  in  preparations  before'  any  thing  had  been  hazarded  in  the 
execution  ;  fo  that  a  number  of  miflionaries  fhould  have  entered  the  Indian  countries  at 
once,  fome  or  other  of  which  would  certainly  have  fallen  upon  the  right  way  of  gaining 
the  affeftion  of  thefe  people,  which  it  feems  was  not  the  good  fortune  of  Mr.  Moor  j 
who  arriving  at  New  York  in  1704,  was  very  well  received  by  Lord  Cornbury,  who 
was  then  governor  of  that  colony,  and  who  alfo  gave  him  all  the  afTiftance  he  could 
defire  in  his  milfion ;  but  the  Mohocks,  to  whom  he  addreffe(^  himfelf,  did  not  treat 
him  as  he  expefted ;  for  at  firft  they  feemed  to  exprefs  very  great  fatisfaftion  at  his 
arrival,  and  to  be  extremely  well  pleafed  with  his  concern  for  their  falvation  ;  but  they 
trifled  with  him  afterwards,  and  at  laft  gave  him  plainly  to  underlland,  that  his  coming 
amongft  them  would  be  to  little  purpofe  ;  for  under  pretence  that  religton  was  a  public 
concern,  in  which  all  their  families  and  littfe  clans  had  an  equal  concern,  fo  that  he 
could  not  be  received  by  any  without  the  common  confent,  they  put  him  otF  from  time 
to  time,  and  would  have  put  him  off  for  ever,  if,  after  a  year's  waiting,  he  had  not 
returned  to  New  York ;  where  he  embarked  on  board  a  fhip  for  England,  but  was 
unhappily  loft  in  his  paifage. 

Thus  was  the  attempt  fruftrated ;  but  the  Society  received  accounts  that  this  ill 
fuccefs  was  owing  not  only  to  the  averfion  of  the  Indians  to  Chriftianity,  but  was  very 
much  occafioned  by  the  artifices  of  the  French  Jefuits,  who  induftrioufly  obftrufted  the 
labours  of  the  Englifh  miilionaries  among  them,  and  left  no  means  untried  to  feduce 
them  from  their  fidelity  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  keep  them  in  a  continual  war 
with  the  Englifli.  And  indeed  all  the  evils  that  the  Englifli  colonies  have  undergone 
during  the  laft  war,  have  been  occafioned  by  the  Indians,  that  is,  thofe  Indians  which 
the  Jefuits  have  by  their  artifices  corrupted  ;  for  among  the  five  nations  there  is  a  great 
number  of  French  Jefuits,  who  are  incorporated,  by  adoption,  into  their  tribes,  and  as 
fuch  they  oftentatioufly  aiTume  Iroquois  names  ;  and  the  chief  of  the  poor  filly  Indians, 
confidering  them  as  perfons  of  their  own  blood,  do  intirely  confide  in  them,  and  admit 
them  into  their  councils,  from  whence  one  may  eafily  imagine  what  diforders  the 
Jefuits  make  in  their  aifairs.  Befides,  the  Indians  bordering  on  New  England  are  the 
moft  cruel  and  barbarous  of  all  the  favage  nations,  and  have  deftroyed  all  their  innocent 
neighbours.  They  are  always  unfixed,  either  rambling  for  feveral  months  together, 
or  hunting,  or  upon  warlike  expeditions ;  and  at  their  return  to  their  villages,  have 
generally  forgot  all  their  former  inftruttions,  and  it  is  impodible  for  any  minifter  to 
accompany  them  in  their  rambles  of  three  or  four  hundred  leagues  at  a  time.  After 
this  good  endeavour  was  defeated,  the  Indians  remained  without  inftruttion,  except 
that  fome  few  were  taught  by  the  Dutch  minifter  at  Albany.  But  the  year  1709  pro- 
duced an  event,  which  the  Society  hoped  might  have  had  very  happy  coni'equcnces, 
and  fixed  Chriftianity  among  the  Iroquois.  Four  fachems,  or  four  chief  perfons  of 
four  nations  of  the  Iroquois,  came  in  the  nature  of  ambaffadors  to  England,  confirming 
the  peace  made  with  the  governor  of  New  York,  and  requefting  her  majelly  would  be 
pleafed  to  direft  that  their  fubjefts  might  be  inftruded  in  Chriftianity,  and  minifters 
might  be  fent  to  refide  amongft  them. 

The  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury  received  thereupon,  the  following  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  then  one  of  her  majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftatc. 

"  My  Lord,  Whitehall,  April  20,   17 10. 

"  The  inclofed  being  a  copy  of  what  has  been  given  to  the  Oucn,  by  the  ambaflii- 
dors  Litely  arrived  from  the  five  Indian  nations  j  I  am  ordered  by  her  majefty  to  tranf- 

&*  lUlt 
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mit  it  to  your  Grace,  and  to  fignify  to  you  her  pleafure,  that  you  lay  it  before  the 
Society  for  propagating  religion,  that  they  may  confider  what  may  be  tl:e  mod  proper 
ways  of  cultivaiing  that  good  difpofition  thofe  Indians  feem  to  be  in  for  receiving  tiie 
ChrifHan  faith,  and  for  fending  thither  fit  perfons  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  without  lofs  oi  time,  that  the  fame  may  be  laid  beibre  her  majefly. 

"  I  am,  &c.  Sunderland,  &c." 

The  archbifliop  was  then  much  indifpofed,  and  confined  to  his  houfe  with  the  gout, 
and  therefore  fignified  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Society  to  call  a  committee  to  meet  at 
Lambeth  ;  a  committee  met,  and  it  v/as  agreed  there,  and  afterwards  by  the  Society  at 
a  general  nieeting,  that  two  miiTionaries  fhould  be  fent  to  the  Mohock  and  Oncydes's 
Indians,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling  each,  together  with  an 
interpreter  and  fchool-mafter,  to  teach  the  young  Indians  ;  and  this  opinion  was  humbly 
laid  before  the  Queen ;  her  majefly  was  farther  pleafed  to  direft,  that  a  fort  fliould  be 
built  among  the  Mohocks,  at  the  Government's  expence,  with  a  chapel  and  a  manfion 
houfe  for  the  miniftcr,  for  his  greater  conveniency  and  fecurity,  and  that  the  religious 
offices  might  be  performed  with  due  decency  ;  a  fort  was  foon  after  built  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  fquare,  and  garrifoned  with  twenty  foldiers  and  an  officer,  and  a  houfe  ajid 
chapel  completed.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Andrews  was  appointed  miffionary,  and  Mr. 
Claufen,  who  had  been  feveral  years  employed  as  interpreter  by  the  government  of 
New  York,  in  tranfaftions  with  the  Indians,  was  received  as  interpreter  to  Mr.  An- 
drews,  and  Mr.  Oliver  made  fchool-maller.  Mr.  Andrews  was  particularly  direfted  by 
the  Society,  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  perfuade  the  Indians  to  let  their  children  learn 
Englifli ;  and  the  fchool-mafter  was  to  make  it  his  whole  bufinefs  to  teach  them.  The 
Society  was  now  in  good  hopes  this  attempt  would  prove  fuccefsful,  fince  her  majefly 
was  lo  gracioufly  pleafed  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  miflionary,  by  building  a 
fort  jufl  by  the  Mohocks'  caflle,  to  which  the  men  and  children  might  eafily  refort  to 
be  inflrutted  ;  and  the  fachems,  the  chief  perfons  of  this  people,  had  been  in  England, 
received  many  marks  of  royal  favour,  had  been  eye-vdtneffes  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 
nation,  had  been  nobly  entertained  here,  and  carried  home  to  their  own  countries 
fafely  and  honourably,  and  had  themfclves  alfo  defired  their  people  might  be  inftru£led 
in  the  Chriflian  faith. 

Mr.  Andrews  arrived  at  Albany  in  November  17 12.  The  fachems  who  had  been 
carried  home  before  he  went  from  England,  were  convened  by  order  of  the  governor 
of  New  York,  to  meet  Mr.  Andrews  and  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  at  Albany, 
in  order  to  give  a  public  authority  and  fanftion  to  Mr.  Andrews's  miffion,  and  that  the 
fachems  might  receive  him  their  minifter  with  greater  folemnity.  The  fachems  came  to 
Albany,  met  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  thfi  miffionary, 
made  a  long  fpeech  to  the  fachems,  reminding  them  how  gracious  her  majefly  was  in 
building  a  fort,  fending  a  minifter  to  them  ;  put  them  in  mind  how  earneftly  they  had 
requefled  it ;  and  fet  forth  what  advantages  they  and  their  children  would  reap  by 
being  taught  our  religion  and  learning.  A  letter  from  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
■was  delivered  to  them,  and  afterwards  read  to  them  in  Indian  by  Mr.  Claufen,  the 
interpreter  of  the  province.  Some  of  the  fachems  made  fpeeches,  and  returned  thanks 
to  the  queen,  exprefled  a  great  fatisfaftion  in  having  a  minifter  fent  them,  and  received 
Mr.  Andrews  as  fuch,  and  promifed  him  all  civil  and  kind  ufage. 

The  whole  afl'air  was  tranfafted  with  much  ceremony,  the  fachems  returned  home, 
Mr.  Andrews  ftaid  fome  time  at  Albany  to  refrefh  himfelf ;  foon  after  he  went  up  to  the 
fort,  two  hundred  miles  from  New  York,  accompanied  by  Robert  Livingfton,  Efq. 

•3  G  2  the 
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the  mayor  of  Albany,  Capt.  Mathews,  Mr.  Stroopman  of  Schene6lady,  the  ReverencJ 
Mr.  Barclay,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen:  he  was  prefently  vifited  by  ,a  great  many 
Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  who  faluted  him  with  abundance  of  joy,  and  bid 
him  welcome  to  their  country.  The  caftle  or  chief  town  of  thefe  Mohocks  is  neigh- 
bouring CO  the  queen's  fort,  confifting  of  about  fifty  wigwams  or  houfes  ;  thefe  wigwams 
are  huts  made  of  mats,  or  barks  of  trees  put  together  with  poles  about  three  or  four 
yards  high.  The  Mohocks  clothing  is  a  fliort  cloke,  like  a  mantle,  made  ot  a  blanket, 
orbear-ikin.  Their  bed  is  a  mat,  or  fkin,  laid  on  the  ground.  They  paint  and  greafe 
themfelves  very  much  with  bears  fat  clarified.  They  cut  the  hair  oft"  from  one  fide  of 
their  heads,  and  tie  up  fome  of  that  on  the  other  fide  in  knots,  on  the  crown,  with 
feathers.  The  men  are  very  flothful,  the  women  very  laborious,  mere  fervants  to  their 
hufbands.  They  carry  all  burdens,  fetch  the  venifon  home  their  hufijands  kill  (the 
men  are  too  lazy  to  bring  it),  get  in  the  wood  to  burn  and  drefs  it ;  carry  their  children 
on  their  backs  in  their  rambles  of  many  hundreds  of  miles  ;  hoe  the  ground  and  plant 
all  the  Indian  corn  that  is  raifed.  The  language  of  thefe  people  is  very  difficult,  their 
ideas  are  very  few,  and  their  words  therefore  not  many,  but  as  long  as  fentences,  ex- 
preffing  by  a  long  rumbling  found  what  we  do  in  a  Ihort  word.  There  is  h.ere  no 
manner  of  conveniency  of  life  for  a  miflionary ;  for  four  or  five  months  in  the  year 
there  is  fcarce  any  ftirring  abroad,  by  reafon  of  the  extraordinary  coldnefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  the  deep  fnows  that  fall ;  and  in  the  fummer-time,  the  flies  and  mufketocs  are 
almoif  intolerable,  and  the  rattlelnakes  very  dangerous :  the  neareft  place  of  getting 
any  provifions  is  at  Scheneftady,  twenty-four  miles  diftant,  or  from  Albany  forty-four 
miles  off".  The  road  to  thefe  places  is,  for  the  moft  part,  only  a  fmall,  rough  Indian 
path  through  vaft  woods,  where  riding  is  very  dangerous,  by  reafon  of  the  road  being 
in  manv  places  flopped  with  fallen  trees,  roots,  ftones,  and  holes ;  befides  many  fteep 
hills,  and  dead  fwamps  or  bogs  in  the  way  ;  there  was  nothing  defirable  to  be  feen  j 
the  iace  of  the  earth  rude  and  uncultivated,  like  the  wild  inhabitants ;  no  pleafure  to 
be  found  but  that  of  doing  good  to  the  miferable  natives. 

Thefe  were  the  circumftances  of  the  place  >and  people,  whither  Mr.  Andrews  was 
appointed ;  and  notwithftandnig  all  thefe  inconveniencies  he  refided  there,  and  invited 
the  Indians  to  come  to  him ;  many  came :  he  ufed  very  often  to  difcourfe  with  them, 
infi;ruding  them  in  the  chief  articles  of  the  faith,  and  giving  them  fhort  general  accounts 
of  our  religion.  This  was  done  by  the  help  of  Mr.  Claufen,  who  always  attended  and 
interpreted  to  the  Indians.  Mr.  Claufen  had  been  formerly  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians, 
lived  long  among  them,  and  undcrflood  their  language  fufliciently,  Mr.  Andrews 
ufed  to  draw  up  fliort  accounts  of  the  Chriilian  doftrines,  and  fome  hiftorical  parts  of 
the  Bible ;  particularly  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  miracles  of  the  Lord.  The 
interpreter  ufed  to  read  them  to  the  Indians,  and  divine  fervice  ufed  to  be  performed 
in  Englilh  to  the  foldiers  in  the  garrifon.  The  fchoolniafter,  Mr.  Oliver,  opened  his 
fchool ;  the  Indians,  at  firfl:,  fent  many  of  their  children ;  he  began  to  teach  tiiem 
Englilh  ;  the  parents  oblUnatt-ly  refufed  to  have  them  taught  Englifli ;  all  pollible 
endeavours  were  ufed  to  perfuade  them,  they  ftill  perfifted.  Mr.  Andrews  fent  this 
account  to  the  Society,  and  rather  than  quite  break  with  the  Indians,  the  fchoolniafter, 
and  interpreter,  began  to  teach  the  children  a  little  in  Indian.  The  Society  were 
forced  to  comply  v-^ith  the  Lidians  obflinacy :  they  procured  an  impreliion  of  horn- 
books and  primers  in  Indian,  for  the  children,  fent  them  great  numbers,  as  alio  lea- 
thern ink-horns,  pen-knives,  a  quantity  of  paper  of  feveral  forts,  and  feveral  other 
little  necefTaries.  The  children  were  now  taught  in  Indian,  and  were  treated  with  great 
kiddncfs ;  no  correftion  dared  to  be  ufed,  lor  the  parents  were   fo  fond  of  their 

children, 
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children,  and  valued  learning  fo  little  they  thought  it  not  worth  gaining,  at  the  leafl 
difpleafing  of  their  children. 

To  engage  them  farther  to  learn,  Mr.  Andrews  ufed  to  give  the  children  who  came 
to  fchool  victuals,  and  fomc  fmall  utenlils  for  their  parents.  The  children  ufed  often 
to  come  for  the  fake  of  getting  victuals,  for  the  Indians  are  frequently  drove  to  great 
extremities  on  account  of  their  making  little  or  no  provifion  before  hand.  The  children 
had  a  good  natural  capacity,  and  an  aptnefs  for  learning  ;  many  of  them  begun  to  read, 
and  fome  to  write.  This  method  of  giving  them  vicluals,  engaged  the  parents  to  fend 
them  for  fome  time  to  fchool.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Andrews  proceeded  to  inltruct 
the  grown  Indians  by  help  of  the  interpreter,  in  fome  of  the  chief  articles  of  faith,  and 
rules  of  life  ;  divine  fervice  was  conftantly  performed  on  Sundays  and  holidays  in  Eng- 
lifli,  to  tl:e  foldiers,  and  fuch  Indians  as  underflood  any  Engliih  frequently  attended  in 
the  chapel :  the  chapel  was  very  decently  adorned  ;  Oueen  Anne  had  given  a  hsnd- 
fome  furniture  for  the  communion-table ;  the  imperial  arms  of  England  painted  on 
canvas  were  fixed  up  in  the  chapel.  Archbifhop  Tenifon  gave  twelve  large  Bibles  very 
finely  bound,  for  the  ufe  of  the  chapel,  with  painted  tables  containing  the  Creed, 
Lord's  Prayer,  and  Ten  Commandments.  Mr.  Andrews  was  very  civil  to  all  the 
Indians  who  came  to  hear  him ;  ufed  frequently  to  entertain  them  at  his  houfe,  and 
give  them  provifions  home  with  them  when  they  wanted  very  much,  and  that  they 
often  did. 

The  Society,  fmce  they  could  by  no  means  prevail  with  the  Indians  to  learn  Englifh, 
neither  young  nor  old,  laboured  to  get  fome  good  tranflations  made  of  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  at  lead,  into  the  Indian  language,  though  exceeding  improper  to  convey  a 
due  idea  of  the  Chriftian  doGrines  ;  as  being  willing,  by  all  methods  of  compliance,  to 
gain  fomething  upon  tliem  :  the  Society  were  much  affilled  in  this  by  Mr.  Freeman, 
a  very  worthy  Calvinift  minifter ;  he  had  been  five  years  miniller  at  Schenectady,  to 
a  Dutch  congregation,  and  had  been  employed  by  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  in  the  year 
1700,  to  convert  the  Indians.  Ele  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  dialedt  of  the 
Mohocks,  which  is  underftood  by  all  the  Iroquois,  who  reach  near  four  hundred  miles 
beyond  Albany.  The  Society  applied  to  him  for  any  proper  papers  wrote  in  that  lan- 
guage, which  he  might  have.  He  acquainted  the  Society,  that  he  had  tranflated  into 
Indian,  the  Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  from  our  Liturgy,  the  whole  Goipel  of  St. 
Mathew,  the  (.hree  firfl  chapters  of  Genefis,  feveral  chapters  of  Exodus,  feveral  Pfalms, 
many  portions  of  the  Scripture  relating  to  the  birth,  paflion,  refurreftion,  and  afcenfion 
of  our  Lord  ;  and  feveral  chapters  of  the  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  particularly 
the  fifteenth  chapter,  proving  the  refurreftion  of  the  dead.  He  very  frankly  gave  the 
Society  a  copy  of  thefe  tranflations,  which  were  fent  to  Mr.  Andrews  for  his  help,  and 
they  were  a  great  help  to  him.  He  ufed  frequently  to  read  fome  of  thefe  to  the  Indians, 
and  they  could  comprehend  well  enough  by  his  reading.  But  the  Society  were  defirous 
fome  part  of  the  Scriptures  might  be  printed  in  Indian,  and  the  copies  given  to  the 
Indians,  and  they  taught  at  leafb  to  rei.d  that ;  accordingly  the  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayer,  the  Litany,  the  Church  Catechifm,  Family  Prayer,  and  feveral  chapters  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teihament  were  printed  at  New  York.  Tlie  copies  were  fent  to  Mr. 
Andrews,  and  he  gave  them  to  fuch  of  the  Indians  as  knew  any  thing  ol  letters. 

He  had  hopes  now  of  fome  fuccefs  in  his  miflion  ;  feveral  of  the  women  and  fome 
men  began  to  lead  more  orderly  lives.  They  were  Inflrufted,  and  retained  well  in 
their  memory  what  tlie  chief  articles  of  our  faith  are,  and  rules  of  life  ;  a  g  "^od  number 
were  baptized,  and  particular  accounts  were  fent  regularly  to  the  Society.  Mr.  An- 
drews was  willing  to  try  what  good  he  could  do  in  another  nation  of  the  Indians ;  he 

travelled 


414  DISCOVERIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

travelled  to  the  caftle  of  Onydans,  one  hundred  miles  diftant  from  the  Mohocks  ;  the 
country  all  the  way  was  a  vaft  wildernefs  of  wood,  and  the  road  through  it  was  a  narrow 
path.  He  was  forced  to  carry  all  neceffaries  with  him,  and  at  night  to  lie  upon  a  bear's  Ikin. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  caftle  he  was  vifited  by  more  than  one  hundred  people,  who 
feeraed  all  glad  to  fee  him  ;  he  read  feveral  papers  to  them,  Itaid  fome  time  with  them, 
and,  after  inftruftion,  baptized  feveral,  whofe  names  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the 
jociety,  Mr.  Andrews  afterwards  returned  to  the  Mohocks,  his  place  of  refidence. 
In  a  Ihort  time  the  Indians  grew  weary  of  inftruction  ;  the  men  grown  would  go  out  in 
bodies  a  hunting  for  feveral  months,  and  forget  all  they  had  been  taught ;  and  the 
young  boys,  when  they  grew  up,  were  taken  out  by  their  fathers  to  hunt,  and  fo  loft 
all  they  had  got.  This  roving  hfe  utterly  deftroycd  all  the  miffionary's  and  fchooU 
mailer's  labours. 

But  befides  this  difficult)',  and  the  natural  averfenefs  of  the  Indians  to  learning,  two 
misfortunes  happened  which  created  a  jealoufy,  and  afterwards  a  hatred  in  the  Indians 
againft  all  the  Englifli  as  well  as  againft  their  religion.  Some  jefuits,  emiffaries  from 
Quebec,  among  the  Canada  Indians,  adjoining  to  the  Iroquois,  had  infufed  into  the 
minds  of  thofe  people,  that  the  Enghfh  did  not  intend,  by  building  a  fort  among  the 
Iroquois,  to  teach  them  their  religion,  but  to  cut  them  all  off"  at  a  proper  jundure  ;  and 
that  a  box  had  been  found  accidentally,  left  by  the  Enghfli  when  they  attempted 
Quebec,  containing  papers  which  difcovered  this  intention  of  the  Englifh.  The  Canada 
Indians  believed  this  idle  ftory,  and  fpread  it  among  all  the  Iroquois.  This  ftirred  up 
fome  jealoufy,  but  a  further  misfortune  quite  fet  the  Indians  againft  the  Englifli  ;  fome 
of  the  Tufcararo  Indians  who  had  fled  from  North  Carolina  after  the  war  there  with  the 
Englifh,  came  and  fettled  in  the  country  of  the  Onontages,  one  of  the  Iroquois  nations 
bordering  on  the  Mohocks.  Thefe  people  being  enraged  at  the  Englifli,  ftirred  up  the 
Onontages  againft  them,  telling  them  they  had  been  moft  barbaroufly  ufed  and  drove 
out  of  their  country,  and  the  Englifh  watched  only  for  an  opportunity  to  extirpate  them 
too.  The  other  Indians  were  too  eafdy  perfuaded  to  believe  every  thing  the  Tufcararo 
Indians  told  them  ;  fo  that  when  any  of  thefe  people  came  by  the  Mohocks  Caftle  and 
the  Queen's  Fort,  in  their  way  to  Albany,  to  trade  and  buy  themfelves  neceflaries, 
they  ufed  only  to  mock  at  Mr.  Andrews  when  he  would  offer  to  talk  to  them  about 
religion,  and  when  he  proffered  to  go  to  their  abode  they  abfolutely  forbade  him. 

In  a  little  time  the  old  Mohocks  left  off  coming  to  the  Chapel  to  Mr.  Andrews,  and 
the  children  came  no  more  to  fchool.  Mr.  Andrews  wrote  the  fociety  word  of  the  ill 
fucccfs  of  his  mifTion,  though  he  had  fpared  no  pains;  that  the  hopeful  beginnings 
proved  of  no  effecl  at  laft  ;  and  that  he  began  to  defpair  of  converting  the  Indians.  The 
fociety  found  now,  from  feveral  accounts,  that  the  miflion  among  the  Indians  pi'oved 
fruitlefs  ;  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  teach  them  the  Chriftian  religion,  before  they  were 
in  fome  degree  civilized  ;  and  they  found  the  following  diihculties  did  only  hinder  that. 
No  way  could  be  found  to  engage  the  Indians  to  lead  a  fettled  life,  to  apply  themfelves 
to  cultivate  the  ground,  to  build  towns,  and  to  raife  cattle  ;  they  would  ftill  rove  through 
their  vaft  woods  many  hundreds  of  miles,  depending  for  their  fubfiftence  upon  the  game 
they  could  kill.  They  would  eat  all  forts  of  carrion,  and  in  fome  long  rambles,  when 
by  various  accidents  they  could  get  no  game,  would  kill  antl  eat  one  another,  even  their 
wives,  and  that  without  any  concern  or  remorfe.  Generally  half  of  a  hord  or  nation 
went  out  a  hunting  or  a  warring  upon  a  neighbouring  nation  together,  and  on  thofe 
expeditions  forgot  all  the  little  they  had  learned,  and  at  their  return  were  as  mere 
favages  as  ever.  Tliey  could  not  be  dilluaded  from  taking  wives  and  leaving  them  at 
their  pleafure  j  this  not  only  hindered  religion  from  being  fixed  among  them,  but 

was 
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was  the  caufe  that  a  great  many  aged  men  and  women  periflied  miferably,  as  having 
no  one  to  take  any  care  of  them. 

Th*ey  would,  in  their  \v'ars,  ufe  the  greatefl  barbarities,  and  deftroy  all  the  prifoners 
they  could  take,  by  fuch  extreme  tortures,  it  would  move  too  much  horror  in  the  reader 
to  repeat  in  this  place.  It  is  true,  they  were  very  fond  of  their  children,  but  they  per- 
verted even  fo  good  a  principle ;  they  would  not  oblige  them  to  learn  any  manual  art, 
or  our  language,  but  let  them  live  a  lazy  bellial  life  :  nay,  fome  of  the  young  chiidrea 
who  have  by  chance  fallen  into  the  Englifli  hamls,  and  lived  in  families,  been  taugh. 
qur  language,  learnt  a  decent  behaviour,  and  known  fomething  of  tillage  or  handicraft; 
when  they  have  grown  up  have  run  wild  again,  have  thrown  off  their  clothes,  and 
chofe  rather  to  ratable  naked  almoll  in  the  woods  with  their  own  people,  than  to  live  a 
fober  and  fettled  life.  But  the  greatefl  obftrudfion  to  their  being  civilized,  was  their 
greedincfs  of  ftroug  liquors,  efpecially  rum,  and  the  fatal  effeft  drunkennefs  hath  upon 
them.  When  they  drink  they  will  never  leave  off  till  they  have  gone  to  the  greatell 
excefs,  and  in  this  condition  they  are  mofl:  wretched  objefts.  They  grow  quite  mad, 
burn  their  own  little  huts,  murder  their  wives  and  children,  or  one  another  ;  fo  that 
their  wives  are  forced  to  hide  their  guns  or  hatchets,  and  themfelves  too,  for  fear  of 
mifchicf.  And  if  the  men,  through  this  excefs,  fall  into  any  ficknefs,  they  perilh 
miferably,  as  having  :io  methods  of  helping  themfelves  by  phyfic  or  otherwife. 

It  is,  indeed,  matter  of  great  wonder,  that  thefe  wretched  people  who  have  lived 
joining  to  the  Englifli  fettlements  fo  many  years,  and  cannot  but  obferve  that  the 
Englifh,  by  agriculture,  raife  provifions  out  of  a  fmall  fpot  of  groimd,  to  fupport  in 
plenty  great  numbers  of  people  ;  whereas  they,  by  their  hunting,  cannot  get  a  wretched 
iubfidence  out  of  all  their  wildcrneffes  of  feveral  hundred  leagues  in  extent,  ffiould  ftill 
refufe  to  till  their  ground  or  learn  any  manual  art  ;  fhould  ftill  live  a  brutal  life,  infen- 
fible  of  fhame  or  honour.  It  is  true,  the  Engliih  have  taken  from  them  exceeding  large 
countries,  yet  this,  far  from  being  a  prejudice,  would  be  a  vaft  advantage  to  them,  if 
they  would  but  learn  the  Engliffi  language,  rats,  and  induftry.  They  have  ftill  an 
immenfe  extent  of  land,  part  of  which,  if  duly  culdvated,  is  able  to  maintain  many 
millions  of  people  more  than  they  are.  It  might  have  been  imagined  the  Sachems, 
that  is,  thofe  petty  kings  who  were  in  England  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  fliould  have 
been  fo  ftrongly  affefted  with  feeing  the  grandeur,  pleafure,  and  plenty  of  this  nation^ 
that  when  they  came  to  their  own  countries,  they  would  have  tried  to  reduce  their 
people  to  a  polite  life  ;  would  have  employed  their  whole  power  to  expel  that  rude  bar- 
barifm,  and  introduce  arts,  manners,  and  religion  ;  but  the  contrary  happened  ;  they 
funk  themfelves  into  their  old  brutal  life  ;  and  though  they  had  feen  this  great  city, 
when  they  came  to  their  own  woods  they  grew  all  favage  again. 

Mr.  Andrews  wrote  feveral  accounts  more  in  17 18,  that  all  his  labours  proved 
ineffeftual.  That  the  Indians  would  not  fend  their  children  to  fchool,  and  nobody 
came  to  the  chapel ;  that  the  four  other  nations  of  the  Iroquois,  as  they  came  by  the 
Mohocks  Caille,  infulted  and  threatened  him  ;  that  the  interpreter  and  fchool-mafter 
perceived  all  their  labour  was  loft,  and  that  they  were  frequently  in  danger  of  their 
lives  if  they  went  out  of  the  fort.  The  fociety  received  thefe  accounts  with  much  dif- 
fatisfadicn,  as  being  extremely  contrary  to  what  their  good  defires  had  made  them 
hope.  However,  they  were  fo  unwilling  to  abandon  this  wretched  people  to  themfelves, 
that  they  would  not  difmifs  Mr.  Andrews  from  his  miffion,  upon  his  own  reprefentation 
of  his  ill  fuccefs.  They  wrote  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  Robert  Hunter  Efq. 
acquainted  him  with  the  accounts  they  had  received,  and  requoftod  the  favour  of  his 
Excellency  to  caufe  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  whether  Mr.  Andrews's  labours  were  (a 
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fruitlefs  among  the  Indians,  and  fubniltted  to  his  judf;incnt  to  difmifs  Mr.  Andrews  if 
they  fhould  be  fo  found.  The  accounts  tranfinitted  hither  were  found  true  upon  exa- 
mination, and  Mr.  Andrews  left  that  miferable  race  of  men. 

We  have  chofen  to  give  the  whole  of  this  remarkable  account  together,  that  the 
reader  may  fee,  and  be  fully  apprifed  of  the  many  and  great  obllacles  that  lie  in  the 
way  of  our  bringing  the  Indians  to  embrace  our  intereft  together  with  our  religion  ;  but 
there  are  ftill  hopes,  that  as  the  fociety  proceeds  in  the  great  defign  of  fettling  a  regular 
clergy  in  our  cobnies,  and  thereby  influencing  the  planters,  not  only  to  protefs,  but 
to  {hew  thenifelves  Chriftians  ;  thefe  obflacles  w-111  be  lefl'ened  by  degrees,  and  the 
Indians  come  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  our  faith,  in  the  fame  proportion  that  they 
grow  better  pleafed  with  the  juftice  and  regularity  of  our  behaviour  towards  them  ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  what  has  been  related  fliews  that  this  important  tafk  has  not  remained 
unattempted,  and  that  if  it  has  been  in  fome  meafure  interrupted,  this  interruption 
\vas  occafioned  by  accidents  unforefeen,  inevitable,  and  in  their  nature  hitherto 
unconquerable. 

7.  But  it  is  now  time  for  us  to  proceed  to  that  great  and  fingular  expedition,  under- 
taken in  the  Queen's  reign,  for  difpofleiTmg  the  French  of  Quebec,  and  driving  them 
entirely  out  of  Canada.  This  was  firfi;  conceived  prafticable,  and  meafures  taken  i'or 
putting  it  in  execution,  in  the  year  1707,  at  which  time  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  then 
fecretary  of  ftate,  wrote  to  the  government  of  New  England,  to  prepare  for  giving 
what  affiftance  lay  in  their  power,  towards  a  defign  of  fuch  importance  to,  and  fo  often 
recommended  by,  the  people  of  that  colony ;  who  from  the  time  Sir  William  Phipps 
mifcarried  in  it,  were  continually  widiing  for  an  opportunity  to  recover  tlieir  credit,  and 
to  revenge  their  lofs  upon  the  French,  by  renewing  their  attempts  upon  Canada.  The 
perfon  then  intended  to  command  the  land  troops,  was  General  Maccartney,  and  every 
thing  was  fettled  with  refpeft  to  his  voyage,  when  the  fatal  battle  of  Almanza,  in  Spain, 
made  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fend  the  troops  defigned  for  this  fervice  into  that  country, 
to  prevent  the  total  ruin  of  the  late  Emperor's,  then  King  Charles,  alfairs.  I'he  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  war  in  fucceeding  years  hindered  the  revival  of  this  projefl:  till  the 
change  of  the  miniltry,  and  then  it  was  refolved  upon  afrelh,  as  the  mofl  elfectual 
means  of  forcing  France  into  a  fpeedy  and  folid  peace. 

How  it  was  executed  is  a  very  hartl  tafk  to  fay  ;  but  we  will  make  ufe  of  the  account 
publifliedby  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  give  the  fulleft 
and  fairefl  relation  of  this  matter ;  and  if  he  has  not  done  fo,  we  know  not 
whereto  find  a  better.  Fie  tells  us  the  Ouecn's  inflruttions  to  Sir  Flovenden  Walker, 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  White,  were  dated  the  i  ith  day  of  April  171 1,  by  which  he  was 
ordered  to  take  under  his  command,  the  Torbay,  a  fliip  of  eighty  guns,  the  Edgar, 
Swiftfhure,  and  Monmouth,  of  feventy  guns  ;  and  Dunkirk,  Sunderland,  Kingfton, 
and  Montague,  of  fixty  guns,  with  two  bomb  veifels  ;  as  alio  the  Leopard  and  Saphire, 
one  of  fifty  and  the  other  of  thirty  guns,  fent  before  to  North  America  ;  with  all  thefe, 
except  the  two  lalt,  together  with  the  ftore-lhips  and  tranfports  defigned  on  the  expe- 
dition, he  was,  as  foon  as  might  be,  to  rendezvous  at  Spitiiead  ;  and  when  Mr.  Ilill, 
General  and  Commander  in  Ciiief  of  the  forces,  fliould  be  embarked,  and  the  troops 
on  board,  he  was,  with  the  firfl:  opportunity  of  the  wind,  to  proceed  to  Bofton  in  New 
England,  without  touching  at  any  ifland,  country,  or  place,  if  it  could  poilibly  be 
avoided  ;  and  as  he  was  required  to  appoint  proper  fignals  and  places  for  rendezvous, 
in  cafe  of  fcparation,  fo  was  he  to  give  ilrift  oiders  to  the  captains  of  the  fliips  under  his 
command,  that  if  they  happened  to  be  fo  feparated,  they  fliould  not  inform  the  enemy, 
er  any  other,  on  what  defign  they  were  going. 

In 
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In  his  paflage  to  Boflon,  the  chief  town  in  New  Enj^land,  he  was,  when  himfelf  and 
the  General  fliould  judge  it  mofl  proper,  to  detach  one  (hip  of  war  or  more  to  convoy 
direftly  to  New  Yorlc  the  tranfport  fliips,  in  which  were  laden  artillery,  filks,  cloaths, 
and  accoutrements,  with  other  things,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  to  be  railed  there,  as  well 
as  in  the  Jerfeys  and  Penfylvania  ;  the  fame  to  be  delivered  as  the  General  fliould 
direfl;  ;  and  then  the  fhips  of  war  were  to  be  ordered  to  return  to  Bolton ;  but  if  it 
fliould  not  be  judged  proper  to  make  fuch  detachment,  the  tranfports  were  to  be  fent  to 
New  York,  under  a  fufficient  convoy,  when  he  arrived  at  Bofton  ;  and  the  faid  convoy, 
to  bring  there  fuch  necefl'aries  and  itores  as  fliould  be  provided  for  the  fquadron  and 
forces.  When  he  arrived  at  New  England,  he  was  to  take  the  Leopard  and  Saphire 
under  his  command,  and  confider  whether  it  might  be  neceffary  to  make  any  addition 
to  the  fquadron  by  the  convoy  to  the  New  England  mail  fliips  or  others  ftationed  un 
the  coafl:  of  America,  which  he  was  empowered  to  do  ;  and  if  the  General  fliould,  upon 
advifing  with  him,  think  it  prafticable  to  fend  any  of  the  tranfports  with  fome  of  the 
new  raifed  troops  in  New  England,  to  garrifon  Annapolis  Royal,  lately  called  Port 
Royal  ;  and  to  bring  from  thence  the  marines  left  there,  or  any  part  of  them,  or  the 
artillery,  or  ftores  of  war,  he  was  to  appoint  a  fufiicient  convoy,  with  diredions  for 
them  to  return  forthwith  to  New  England. 

He  was,  when  at  Bofton,  to  take  under  his  care  all  tranfport  vefl'els,  ketches,  hoys, 
■boats,  and  other  neceflTaries  provided  in  New  England  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  forces  from 
thence,  and  thofe  raifed  there,  fliould  be  on  board,  he  was  to  fail  with  them  into  the 
river  of  St.  Laurence  up  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  attack  that  place  ;  and  being  arrived, 
to  make  a  proper  difpofition  of  the  fliips  for  that  purpofe,  as  well  of  fuch  as  might  be 
fit  to  be  employed  before  the  town,  as  others ;  upon  confulting  with  the  General  to 
pafs  the  place,  and  proceed  up  the  river  towards  the  lake,  not  only  to  prevent  any  com- 
munication with  Quebec,  but  to  proteft  the  canoes  and  boats  with  the  forces  from  New 
York,  to  which  end  he  was  empowered  to  convert  fome  of  the  fmall  veilels  fent  from 
thence  to  New  England,  into  frigates  fuitable  to  the  navigation  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
river,  and  to  man  and  arm  them  accordingly  at  New  England,  or  elfewhere  ;  he  was 
to  aiTift  the  General  with  veflels  and  boats  proper  for  landing  the  forces  and  embarking 
them  again,  but  more  efpecially  upon  his  arrival  at  Quebec,  or  frefli  tranfporting  them 
from  place  to  place. 

He  was  alfo  ordered  to  fend  to  the  General  fuch  marine  foldiers  as  fliould  be  on  board 
the  fquadron,  when  he  fliould  demand  the  fame  ;  which  he  was  to  have  the  command 
of  while  employed  on  fliore ;  befides  which,  he  was  to  aid  him  with  fuch  a  number  of 
feamen,  gunners,  guns,  ammunition,  and  other  ftores  from  the  fliips,  as  he  fliould  demand 
for  the  land  fervice  ;  which  feamen  were  to  aflift  in  drawing  and  mounting  the  cannon, 
or  otherwife,  as  fliould  be  found  necelfary.     He  was  ftridtly  required  to  lofe  no  time  in 
proceeding  to  New  England,  and  proceeding  from  thence  to  the  River  St.  Laurence  ; 
nor  in  putting  in  execution  the  fervice  at  Quebec  ;  but  that  on  his  part,  all  expedition 
fhould  be  ufed  in  the  reduftion  of  the  place,  and  of  the  country  of  Canada,  or  New 
France  ;  and  in  the  feafonable  return  of  the  fquadron  and  tranfports.     Her  IVIajefty 
empowered  him  to  direft  the  comniiflary  of  the  ftores  to  deliver  to  any  fliip  or  vefl"el, 
whether  of  war  or  otherwife,  any  provifions  or  liquors  under  his  care  ;  he  was  likewife 
to  provide  any  other  naval  ftores  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron  ;  and  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  it 
fliould  be  found  neceffary  by  him  and  the  General  to  have  a  naval  force  left  in  the  river 
of  St.  Laurence,  he  was  to  appoint  fuch  part  of  the  fquadron  to  remain  there  as  might 
be  judged  proper  for  taking  care  to  make  fuitable  provifion  for  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  fuch  fliips  j  and  the  like  liberty  was  given  as  to  any  of  the  fraaller  veffels, 
VOL.  XII.  3  H  fuch 
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fuch  as  tranfports  or  othenvife,  or  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  the  enemy's  flilps  that  might 
be  taken,  if  proper,  to  bring  into  Europe  fuch  governors,  regular  troops,  religious 
perfons,  or  others  whom  the  General,  by  his  inftructions,  was  direfted  to  fend  away 
from  Canada,  with  commiifaries,  ftores,  and  provifions  for  their  tranfportation. 

Thefe  fervices  being  directed,  he  was  to  take  on  board  the  General,  if  he  fliould 
think  fit  to  return,  and  fuch  of  the  forces  as  might  not  be  left  in  Canada,  and  haft  en 
with  the  fquadron  and  tranfports  out  of  the  river  ;  and  if  the  feafon  of  the  year  would 
permit,  he  was  to  proceed  to,  and  fummon  and  attack,  Placentia  in  Newfoundland,  in 
fuch  manner  as  General  Hill  fliould  direfl:  ;  which  fervice  being  over,  he  was  to  orde;- 
fuch  fhips  of  war  as  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  fquadron  under  his  command,  to 
return  to  their  feveral  Rations,  direfting  the  mafters  of  the  tranfports  which  he  fliould 
have  no  occafion  for,  to  go  and  feek  freight  either  upon  the  continent  of  America  or  in 
the  iflands,  to  eafe  the  public  of  the  farther  charge  of  theni,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain.  Laitly  ;  it  was  recommended  to  him,  as  it  was  to  the  General 
of  the  land  forces,  to  maintain  a  conftant  good  underftanding  and  agreement,  and  on 
all  occafions  to  render  each  other  all  neceflary  and  requifite  afTiftance  ;  and  if  any  dif- 
ferences fhould  arife  between  them,  upon  any  conflrutlion  of  command,  or  the  nature 
of  command  in  the  fervice,  or  otherwife  howfoever,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  referve 
the  determination  of  the  fame  to  herfelf,  at  their  return  to  Great  Britain,  without  pre- 
judice to  either  of  them  in  fubmitting  to  each  other  for  the  good  of  her  Majefly's 
fervice. 

And  that  he  might  be  fufficiently  informed  of  her  Majefty's  defign  upon  Canada, 
?.nd  of  the  preparations  directed  to  be  made  for  the  carrying  it  on,  to  the  governors  of 
New  York  and  Maffachufets  Bay,  and  New  Hants  j  as  alfo  of  the  additional  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  governors  of  New  York,  and  of  thofe  to  Francis  Nicholfon  Efq.  and  the 
feveral  governors  of  the  colonies  of  Connefticut,  Rhode  Ifland,  Providence  Plantation, 
and  Penfylvania. 

Thefe  were  the  contents  of  the  Queen's  orders  to  Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  prepared 
without  fo  much  as  confulting  the  then  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  either 
as  to  the  fitnefs  of  the  fliips  appointed  for  the  expedition,  or  the  nature  of  the  navigation  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  defign  on  which  they  were  bound  was  rather  induftrioufly  hid 
from  them,  as  may  appear  by  fomc  letters  to  Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  before  -he  failed 
from  Spitheaci,  by  which  the  fecretary  fcemed  to  value  himfelf  very  much,  that  a  defign 
of  this  nature  was  kept  a  fecret  from  the  admiralty,  who,  had  they  been  confulted, 
would  not,  I  am  apt  to  think,  have  advifed  the  fending  fhips  of  eighty  and  feventy 
guns  to  Quebec,  fmce  the  navigation  up  the  river  of  St.  Laurence,  was  generally 
elteemed  to  be  very  dangerous ;  nor  were  their  lordfliips  permitted  to  know  any  thing 
of  this  matter,  at  leaft  not  in  form,  until  advice  received,  that  the  French  were  equipping 
a  confiderable  fquadron  at  Breft,  which  fonie  of  the  niiniftry  might  be  apprehenfive  were 
defigned  to  intercept  Sir  Hovenden  Walker  ;  but  it  was  too  late  to  take  any  proper 
meafures  for  preventing  it,  if  the  enemy  had  really  had  any  fuch  intention.  Having  thus 
given  a  brief  account  of  what  fteps  were  taken  to  fet  forth  this  Iquadron,  which,  ere  it 
returned,  put  the  nation  to  a  very  confiderable  expence,  it  remains  that  we  accompany 
them  on  the  expedition,  and  I  fhall  give  as  particular  an  account  of  their  proceedings  as 
the  papers  which  I  have  before  me,  will  enable  me  to  do. 

Sir  Hovenden  Walker  was  under  fail  with  the  fhips  of  wa*-  and  tranfports  off  of 
Dunnofe  on  tlie  29th  of  April,  171 1  ;  but  coming  off  of  the  Start  the  ifl  of  the  next 
month,  a  wcflerly  wind  obliged  him  to  put  in  at  Plymouth  -,  being  the  length  of  the 
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Dead  Man  the  4th,  he  met  with  tiie  Kent,  Eitex,  and  Plymouth,  uhicli  fliips  he  took 
with  him  foine  leagues  into  the  lea,  and  then  left  them  to  their  former  fervice  of  cruizing 
from  the  foundings.  The  24th  of  June  he  arrived  at  Nantafket,  near  Bofton  in  New 
England,  having  then  with  him  five  fliips  of  the  third  rate,  fix  of  the  fourth,  one  of 
the  fifth,  and  two  bomb-vefl'els.  But  not  meeting  with  that  ready  afliftance  which  was 
cxpeded  from  the  government  and  people  of  that  country,  it  was  the  30th  of  July 
before  he  failed  from  thence,  and  then  he  was  on  his  way  to  Quebec,  with  the  Britifli 
and  New  England  forces.  The  14th  of  Auguft  he  got  the  length  of  the  Birdlflands, 
which  lie  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from  Cape  Ann ;  and  having  fent  the 
Chefter,  Leopard,  and  Saphire,  to  cruize  between  Placentia  and  Cape  Breton,  on  the 
ifland  oppofite  to  Newfoundland,  expected  their  joining  him  in  his  palTage  to  Quebec  ; 
the  former  of  which  fljips  had  taken  and  fent  into  Bofton,  before  he  failed  thence,  a 
fhip  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  with  ten  guns,  and  had  feventy  men  on 
board,  whereof  thirty  were  foldiers  for  the  garrifon  of  Quebec. 

The  LeoilofF,  Feverfliam's  Enterprise,  and  Tryton's  Prize,  all  fmall  veffels,  which 
were  ftationed  at  New  York  and  Virginia,  he  ordered  to  join  him  off  of  Cape  Breton, 
being  impowered  by  her  Majefly's  orders  fo  to,do,  if  he  fliould  find  it  necefTary,  and  this 
the  rather  becaufe  they  might  be  of  good  ufe  to  him  in  his  proceeding  up  the  river  to 
Quebec,  which  navigation  moft  of  the  people  with  whom  he  had  fpoken  reprefented  to 
be  very  dangerous  ;  and  therefore  he  rightly  judged  the  Humber  and  Devonfhire, 
which  mounted  eighty  guns  each,  too  big  to  be  ventured  thither ;  for  which  reafon  he 
fent  them  home,  and  ihifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Edgar,  a  fhip  of  fevent}'  guns, 
General  Hill  removing  into  the  Windfor,  which  carried  ten  lels  ;  but  fince  he  had  in- 
formation that  a  fliip  of  fixty  guns,  and  another  of  thirty,  were  expefted  from  France- 
very  fliortly ;  he  ordered  the  aforefaid  fliips  Humber  and  Devonfliire,  to  cruize  in  the 
opening  of  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence,  until  the  laft  of  Augull,  and  then  to  purfue  their 
voyage  home. 

He  had  very  fair  weather  until  he  got  into  the  aforefaid  bay,  when  it  came  changeable, 
fometimes  thick  and  foggy-  and  other  while  calm  and  little  winds,  and  the  navigation 
appeared  to  be  intricate  and  hazardous.  The  i8th  of  Auguft,  when  he  was  ofi"Gafpe 
IJay,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  Canada,  it  blew  frefli  at  north-wefl,  and  left  the 
tranfports  fliould  be  feparated,  and  blown  to  leeward,  he  anchored  in  that  bay  ;  where, 
flaying  for  an  opportunity  to  proceed  up  the  river,  he  burnt  a  French  fhip  which  was 
a  fifliing,  not  being  able  to  bring  her  off.  The  wind  veering  weflerly  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  he  had  hopes  of  gaining  his  paflage  ;  but  the  next  day  afternoon  it  proved 
foggy,  and  continued  fo  all  night  and  the  day  following,  with  very  little  wind  till  the 
afternoon,  when  there  was  *an  extreme  thick  fog  and  it  began  to  blow  hard  at  eaft- 
fouth-eaft,  which  rendering  it  impoflible  to  fteer  any  courfe  with  fafety,  having  neither 
fight  of  land  or  foundings,  or  anchorage,  he,  by  the  advice  of  the  pilots  then  on  board 
him,  both  Englifh  and  French,  who  were  the  befl  in  the  fleet,  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fhips  to  bring  to  with  their  heads  fouthward,  at  which  time  it  was  about  eight  at 
night,  believing  that  in  that  pofture  they  fhould  not  come  near  the  north  fliore,  but 
rather  have  driven  with  the  ftream  in  the  mid-channel ;  but  on  the  contrary,  as  they  lay 
with  their  heads  fouthwards,  and  the  wind  eafterly,  in  two  hours  time  he  found  himfelf 
on  the  north  Ihore  among  the  rocks  and  iflands,  at  leaft  fifteen  leagues  farther  than  the 
log-line  gave,  where  the  whole  fleet  had  like  to  have  been  loft  ;  the  men  of  war  efcaped 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  but  eight  tranfport  fliips  were  caft  away,  and  almoft  nine 
hundred  officers,  foldiers,  and  feamen  periflicd. 
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The  French  pilot,  who,  as  it  was  faid,  had  been  forty  voyages  in  tliis  river,  and 
eighteen  of  them  in  command,  informed  him,  that  when  it  happens  to  be  fo  foggy  as  to 
prevent  the  fight  of  the  land,  it  is  impoffible  to  judge  of  the  currents,  or  to  fteer  by  any 
courfe ;  for  he  himfelf  had  loft  two  fhips,  and  been  himfelf  near  the  fouth,  infomuch 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  procure  men  in  France  to  proceed  on  fo  dangerous  a 
navigation,   fmce  almoft  every  year  they  fuifered  fliipwreck.     Thus  it  appeared  how 
things  have  been  mifreprefented  in  Great  Britain,  by  thofe  who  pretend  to  aver  that 
fleets  of  fhips  might  fafely  proceed  up  the  river  to  Quebec  ;  and  it  was  demonftrable 
that  the  people  of  Bofton  knew  not  any  thing  of  what  they  propofed,  when  fchemes 
were  laid  for  fuch  an  expedition.     After  this  unhappy  difafter,  and  when  Sir  Hovenden 
Walker  had  plied  two  days  with  very  frelh  gales,  between  the  weft  and  the  fouth,  to 
fave  what  men  and  other  things  he  could,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  and  upon 
enquiring  of  the  pilots  (who  had  been  forced  on  board  the  fliips  by  the  government  of 
New  England  j,  and  duly  examining  into  every  circumftance,  it  was  judged  impracticable 
for  a  fleet  to  get  up  to  Quebec,  fmce  there  were  fo  many  apparent  dangers,   and  no 
pilots  qualified  to  take  the  charge  ;    befides  it  was   the  opinion  of  them  all,  both 
Englifti  and  French,  that  had  the  fquadron  been  higher  up  the  river,  with  the  hard 
gales  they  met  with,  all  the  fliips  would  have  been  inevitably  loft.     At  this  council  of 
war  there  were  befides  the  Rear  Admiral,  Captain  Jofeph  Soanies,  Captain  John  Mitchel, 
Captain  Robert  Arris,  Captain  George  Walton,  Captain  Henry  Gore,  Captain  George 
Paddon,  Captain  John  Cockburn,  and   Captain  Auguftine  Roufe.     The   confultation 
being  over,  the  Saphire  was  fent  to  Bofton,  with  an  account  of  the  misfortune,  and  the 
Montague,  to  find  out  the  Humber  and  Devonfliire,  and  to  ftop  all  fliips  bound  up  to 
Quebec ;  and  the  Leopard  being  left  with  fome  floops  and  brigantines,  to  take  any 
men  from  the  fliore  that  might  be  faved,  and  to  endeavour  to  weigh  fome  anchors  left 
behind,  he   proceeded  to  Spanifli  River,  in  the  ifland  of  Breton,  the  rendezvous  he 
had  appointed,  there  to  be  perfeftly  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  and  fleet,  and 
to  fettle  matters  for  their  further  proceedings. 

But  all  the  fliips  did  not  join  till  the  7th  of  September ;  the  day  following,  by 
confent  of  the  General  he  called  a  council  of  war  of  fea  and  land  officers,  where  it  was 
confidered,  whether  under  their  prefent  circumftances  it  was  practicable  to  attempt 
any  thing  againft  Placentia,  which  all  of  them  very  much  inclined  to  ;  but  upon  ex- 
amining into  the  ft:ate  of  the  provifions  on  board  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports,  it 
was  found  there  was  but  ten  weeks  provifion  at  fliort  allowance,  in  the  former,  and 
in  the  latter  much  lefs,  fo  that  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  not  any  thing  of  that  Idnd 
could  be  undertaken ;  but  that  it  was  neceflary  the  fquadron  and  tranfports  fliould 
proceed  to  Great  Britiiin,  fince  they  had  but  barely  provifions  fufficient  for  the  voyage, 
and  that  there  was  not  any  profpeft  of  a  fupply  from  New  England,  and  the  feafon  of 
the  year  being  too  far  advanced  for  navigating  fafely  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world.  At 
this  council  of  war  there  were,  befides  the  fea  officers  of  the  laft,  General  Hill, 
Colonel  Charles  Churchill,  Colonel  William  Windrefle,  Colonel  Campenfelt,  Colonel 
Clayton,  Colonel  Kirk,  together  with  Colonel  Vetch,  and  Colonel  Walton,  who  com- 
manded the  forces  railed  in  New  England. 

It  was  in  purfuance  of  this  refolution  taken  in  Spanifli  River,  that  he  failed  on  the 
16th  of  September  for  England,  where  he  arrived  the  9th  of  Odober  following, 
and  not  long  after  his  return,  the  Edgar,  a  feventy-gun  fliip,  on  board  of  which  he 
Jioifted  his  flag,  took  fire,  and  blew  up  at  Spithead  by  fome  accident,  the  caufe  of 
which  was  never  known  j  and  thus  ended  an  expedition  every  way  unfortunate,  and 
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wliich  brought  uotliing  but  difcrcdit  and  blame  upon  thofe  whtr  contrived,  and  thofe 
who  were  concerned  in  the  executing  it,  and  particularly  Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  a  very 
honeft  plain  fpoken  man  ;  who,  if  there  was  any  dark  fecret  in  this  bufinefs,  was 
mofl  certainly  ignorant  of  it.  His  opinion  always  was,  and  he  died  in  the  full  belief  of 
it,  that  though  the  expedition  might  be  juftly  ftyled  unfortunate,  inafmuch  as  it  mif- 
carried,  and  the  fleet  never  reached  Quebec  ;  yet  it  would  have  been  much  more  fo,  if 
they  had  got  up  the  river  of  St.  Laurence,  and  had  aftually  landed  their  men,  as  they 
were  by  their  inilrudions  directed  to  do  ;  and  the  reafons  he  gave  for  it  are  very  well 
worth  the  hearing,  efpecially  at  this  juncture,  when  an  expedition  of  the  fame  kind  is 
faid  to  be  under  confideration.  The  reafons  that  he  gave  for  it  were  thefe  ; — "  That  in 
cafe  the  French  had  retired  from  Quebec,  they  would  have  carried  their  provifions  with 
them,  and  have  deftroyed  what  they  could  not  carry,  fo  that  the  Englifli  would  have]^had 
nothing  but  a  wild,  barren,  uncultivated  country  before  them,  with  the  conqueft  of 
which  they  might  pleafe  themfelves  ;  but  in  which,  neverthelefs ,  they  would  find  it 
impoflible  to  fubfiii:. 

"  For,  continues  he,  our  people's  provifions  would  have  been  reduced  to  eitrht  or 
nine  (perhaps  to  fix)  weeks,  at  Ihort  allowance  ;  no  relief  could  pofTibly  be  hoped  for 
in  lefs  than  ten  months,  if  fo  foon  ;  the  Feverfham,  and  three  ftore-fliips,  laden  with  the 
provifions  defigned  for  their  fupply,  being  cafl  away  in  their  pafTage ;  fo  that  if  they 
had  efcaped  fhipwreck,  which  would  have  been  a  very  great  chance,  between  ten  and 
twelve  thoufand  men  muft  inevitably  have  perifhed  with  hunger  and  cold,  and  the  fiiip 
have  become  a  prey  to  the  returning  enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  had  the  enemy  held 
out  till  our  people  had  fpent  all  their  provifions,  they  mull  have  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  have  furrendered  to  the  French  at  difcretion,  to  avoid  death  in  its  mofl:  frighful 
fhape,  famine  ;  or  if  they  had  taken  the  place,  either  by  ftorm  or  capitulation,  the  re- 
maining provifions  of  a  fmall  garrifon  would  not  have  gone  far  towards  fubfiftinor  fo 
large  a  number  ;  nor  could  they  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  have  marched  through  the 
country  in  fearch  of  more :  and  this  would  have  been  the  cafe,  had  they  afterward"; 
attempted  Placentia." 

How  far  this  gentleman  might  be  in  the  right  or  in  the  wrong,  I  fliall  not  at  prefent 
defire  the  reader  to  enquire ;  but,  mofl  certainly  what  he  fays  has  at  the  firfl:  fight  the 
appearance  of  fincerity  and  truth,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  of 
running  any  frefh  hazards  of  this  nature  ;  but  the  driving  the  French  from  Canada  is 
mofl:  certainly  a  thing  very  poflible  and  very  practicable,  provided  the  fcheme  be  laid  by 
thofe  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  flate  and  force  of  our  colonies,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  of  St.  Laurence,  and  the  condition  of  the  colony  we  propofe  to  diflodge  ;  and 
if  it  be  executed  by  feamen  and  officers  of  experience  in  their  refpeftive  profeflions,  and 
who  found  the  hopes  of  promoting  their  private  interell  on  the  folid  bafis  of  exerting 
their  utmofl:  abilities  in  the  public  iervice. 

8.  The  French,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  lafl:  war,  were  particularly  attentive 
to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  colonies,  and  annoying  of  ours,  in  both  which  fchemes 
they  were  but  too  fuccefsful,  which  however  was  not  owing  fo  much  either  to  the 
wifdom  of  their  councils  or  the  vigour  of  their  arms,  as  to  the  faults  in  our  meafures, 
and  the  mifcarriages  of  our  fea  officers.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  enter  into  a  fl:rict 
detail  of  thefe  difagreeable  points,  but  fliall  content  myfelf  with  a  few  general 
points,  which  1  flatter  myfelf  will  be  fufticient  for  my  purpofe.  At  the  very 
beginning  of  the  war,  the  gallant  old  Admiral  Benbow  was  facrificed  by  fome  of  liis 
cflicers  who  had  a  pique  to  him.  He  was  a  man  of  great  honour  and  ftridt  difcipline, 
but  had  fome  of  the  roughnefs  of  a  tar  about  him,  which  rendered  him  very  difagreeable 
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to  the  fine  gentlemen  of  the  navv,  amongft  whom  were  three  of  the  captains  tJiat  deferted 
him  ;  theii;  condud  indeed  had  the  look  of  cowardife,  and  of  that  they  were  found 
guilty  by  a  court  martial,  and  fuflered  death  for  it  very  defervedly  ;  but  they  only 
afted  the  cowards  and  were  not  fo,  for  they  had  behaved  gallantly  upon  other  occafions, 
and  never  man  looked  death  in  the  face  with  more  intrepidity  than  Captain  Kirby  did, 
which  however  was  fo  far  from  extenuating,  that  in  my  opinion  it  heightened  his 
oifence. 

The  executing  fevere  juftice  upon  thofe  three  gentlemen,  which  certainly  was  a 
very  wife  and  right  ftep,  and  was  taken  by  the  mildeil  government  this  or  perhaps  any 
other  nation  ever  faw,  had  a  very  good  efteft,  and  taught  people  to  fear  the  juftice 
of  the  nation,  in  cafe  they  facrificed  the  concerns  of  the  public  to  their  particular  re- 
fentments  or  private  views  ;  but  that  it  did  not  entirely  put  an  end  to  the  evil  is  very 
certain,  fince  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  happened  afterwards  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  and 
prevented  his  taking  at  lealt  another  galleon.  The  admirals  alfo,  and  great  fea  officers, 
that  were  flationed  at  Jamaica,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  illand  and  fecurity  of  commerce, 
did  not  behave  fo  well  as  they  might  have  done,  as  appears  from  thofe  authentic  regi- 
fters,  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  the  reader  will  find,  that  after  long 
and  ftrifl:  enquiries,  in  which  the  merchants  were  admitted  to  make  particular  charges, 
and  allowed  to  fupport  them  by  evidence,  cenfures  were  pafied  upon  thofe  officers  who 
appeared  to  be  guilty  ;  and  both  Houfes  fliewcd  a  warm  zeal  for  redrefling  thofe  mil- 
chiefs  occafioned  by  the  ill  conduft  of  the  navy,  and  thereby  left  ample  teflimony  of 
their  regard  for  the  public,  though  it  was  not  attended  with  that  fuccefs  that  might 
have  been  wifhed. 

In  the  meantime  the  French  w'ent  on  in  quite  a  different  way  ;  and,  when  they  found 
their  fleets  were  able  to  do  little  againlt  oiu's,  they  very  wifely  declined  wafting  their 
naval  force  in  combats  at  fea,  and  applied  it  almoll  entirely  to  the  proteding  their  own 
trade,  and  diflrefling  ours.  They  undertook  the  efcorting  the  Spanifh  plate  fleets,  and 
were,  generally  fpeaking,  but  too  luccefsful  in  that  undertaking.  Notwithftanding  our 
fuperior  force,  they  attempted  a  commerce  with  the  Spanifh  fettlements  in  the  South 
Seas  ;  and  in  this  too  they  fucceeded,  notwithftanding  the  dangerous  navigation  round 
Cape  Horn,  and  from  thence  they  reaped  tv^'o  great  advantages,  viz.  maintaining  and 
improving  their  manufactures,  even  in  a  time  of  war,  and  bringing  valt  fums  into  France, 
without  which  flie  could  not  poflibly  have  continued  the  war. 

Yet,  in  fome  refpects,  it  manifeftly  appeared  that  her  force  was  very  infufficient  for 
fupporting  her  views  in  the  Wefl:  Indies,  fmce,  hi  an  attempt  they  made  upon  Carolina 
in  1706,  they  were  fliamefully  repulfed  by  the  natural  force  of  that  colony,  without 
any  afliftance  from  hence.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  our  people  fucceeded  in  their 
attempt  to  drive  the  French  out  of  what  they  poflelfed  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriflopher's  ; 
which  plainly  fhewed  what  might  have  been  done,  in  that  war,  towards  deflroying 
their  fugar  colonies,  if,  as  our  interefts  moft  certainly  led  us,  we  had  confidered  that 
point  more  attentively  than  we  did  fome  others,  which  did  not  concern  us  near  fo 
much.  For,  had  we  ufed  the  opportunity  that  was  given  us  to  have  driven  the  French 
out  of  all  or  moft  of  their  iflands,  it  mufl  have  turned  fo  much  to  our  advantage,  in 
point  of  trade,  that,  in  all  human  probability,  we  fliould  have  had  no  reafbn  to  regret 
the  vaft  expencc^s  of  that  long  and  confuming  war. 

But,  inftead  of  doing  this,  our  views  were  almoll  entirely  confined  to  Europe,  where 
our  fuccefs  was  indeed  very  honourable  for  our  arms,  but  was  very  far  from  procuring 
us  any  advantages  in  refpedt  to  trade ;  which  1  do  not  lay  with  any  dcfign  of  reflect- 
ing on  the  miniflcrs  by  whom  that  war  was  managed,  who  perhaps  might  mean  us  well, 
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and  did  for  us  as  much  as  was  in  their  power  ;  but  to  fliew  where  the  fiiult  really  lay> 
which  was  our  entering  into  many  engagements  that  were  either  ufelefs  or  detriment;U  to 
our  commercial  int3rc{Ls. 

Whereas  the  French,  who  had  but  very  lately  entertained  any  thoughts  of  trade,  kept 
that  continually  in  view,  both  in  their  operations  during  the  war  and  in  their  nego- 
ciations  for  bringing  about  a  peace.  In  reipect  to  the  former,  befidcs  what  they  did 
againll  us  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  they  attacked  the  Portuguefe  in  Brazil,  ruined  the  com- 
merce between  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards,  and  eRabliflicd  their  own  ;  and,  befidcs  all 
this,  when  they  had  actually  begun  to  treat  witli  us,  and  our  Court  confidcred  them  in 
a  manner  as  friends,  they  fent  a  fleet  to  dift refs  us  in  the  Leeward  lilands  ;  which  ex- 
celhvely  provoked  our  minillry,  though  tlicy  were  too  far  advanced  in  their  pacific  mea- 
fures  to  retreat. 

At  theconclufion  of  the  treaty,  the  French  fliewed  the  fame  care  for,  and  the  fame 
fleadinefs  in,  fujjporting  their  commerce.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  they  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  reltore  what  they  had  taken  from  our  Hudfon's  Bay  company.  Nova 
Scotia  we  had,  and,  becauie  they  could  not  take  it  from  us,  they  lett  it  to  us  ;  but  they 
plainly  cheated  us  out  of  Cape  Breton.  And  though  they  pretended  to  renounce  all 
prctenfions  on  Newfoundland,  yet  they  preferved  what  they  never  had  any  title  to, 
and  what,  with  refpect  to  that  country,  was  all  they  ever  wanted.  Bythefe  arts  they 
fecured  great  advantages  to  themfelves,  which  were  all  at  our  expence;  brought  a 
heavy  load  of  reproach  on  the  minifters  who  tranfacled  with  them,  and  left  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  as  a  memorial  to  all  fucceeding  minifters  of  the  danger  of  entering  into  any 
feparale  negociations  with  France. 

9.  After  the  acceffion  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  to  the  Britifh  throne,  there 
followed  feveral  diiturbances  at  home  and  abroad,  which  might  very  well  hinder  the 
minifters  from  contriving  any  new  fchemes  for  the  advantage  of  our  colonies,  or  from 
perfefting  thofe  which  had  been  formerly  laid  for  tliat  purpofe.  The  rebellion  in  Scot- 
land hrft,  and  after  that  the  quadruple  alliance,  and  the  meafures  which  preceded  and 
followed  it,  futHciently  occupied  their  thoughts,  and  if  they  went  on  in  the  ordinary 
way,  in  protefting  them,  and  providing  for  their  fecurity,  they  might  very  well  be 
oxcufed  for  poftponing  thoughts  or  projefts  of  another  nature  to  more  favourable 
times. 

But  the  French,  always  watchful  for  their  own  advantages,  at  the  very  time  when 
they  feemed  moft  folicitous  in  cultivating  the  frienddiip  ol  Britain,  and  were  daily  re- 
ceiving benefits  from  it,  projefted  the  fettlement  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  which  had 
been  always  included  in  the  commiflion  of  the  governor  of  Barbadoes  ;  and  for  that 
purpofe  the  French  King  thought  fit,  in  the  year  17 19,  to  make  a  grant  of  that  ifland 
to  the  Marftial  d'Etree,  who  immediately  made  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  cftabliftiing 
a  colony  in  that  ifland,  and  fent  over  people  for  that  purpofe.  The  governor  of 
Barbadoes,  as  it  was  his  duty,  oppofed  this  fettlement  vigoroufly,  and  declared 
roundly.  That,  if  the  French  perlifted  in  fettliuj^,  he  fiiould  find  himielf  under 
a  necelhty  of  driving  them  oft'  that  ifland,  which  belonged  to  the  King  his  mafter, 
by  force. 

At  the  fame  time  our  minifter  at  the  court  of  Paris  prefented  a  memorial,  in  which 
he  fet  forth  the  title  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  had  to  this  ifland,  and,  confequently, 
the  great  injuftice  of  the  French  King's  grant,  which  was  very  apparent  from  the  follow- 
ing particular's  in  relation  to  the  hiitory  of  this  ifland,  in  which  both  Englifli  and  French 
writers  agree.  The  Englifli  fettled  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  in  1639,  and  lived  thore 
near  two  years  without  any  interruption  or  dilturbancc  j  but  in  1640  they  were  driven 
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off  from  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  governor  and  moft  of  the  inhabitants  killed  by  the 
Caribbeans,  and,  as  the  Englifli  fufpefted,  by  the  inftigation  and  encouragement  of 
the  French  ;  which  the  French  generals,  Parquet  and  de  Poincy,  however,  both  difowned. 
Nor  did  the  French  at  that  time,  or  any  other  time,  make  any  fort  of  pretenfion  to  the 
ifland.     A  tacit  acknowledgement,  undoubtedly,  of  the  right  of  the  Englifli. 

The  civil  wars  in  England  breaking  out,  the  Englifli  neglefted  this  fettlement ;  and 
Monfieur  du  Parquet  fent  thirty  or  forty  Frenchmen  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  ifland 
The  Sieur  de  Roufl^elan  governed  here  till  1 694,  and  was  fucceeded  by  De  la  Riviere, 
whom  the  Caribbeans  killed  with  feveral  of  his  men,  and  carried  off  his  wife  and  two 
of  his  children.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Monf.  le  Breton,  he  by  Monf.  Agremont,  who 
was  alio  deflroyed  by  the  Caribbeans.  After  this  the  Englifli  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Caribbeans  for  the  purchafmg  the  ifland  from  them  ;  and  in  1663,  fent  fourteen  or 
fifteen  hundred  men  on  board  of  five  men  of  war,  who,  being  joined  by  fix  hundred 
of  the  Caribbeans  in  feventeen  canoes,  came  before  the  ifland  in  June  1 664,  which  was 
delivered  to  them  without  refifl;ance,  on  condition  that  the  French  governor  and  gar- 
rifon  in  the  fort,  which  amounted  only  to  fourteen  men,  fliould  be  ti  anfported  to  Mar- 
tinico,  with  their  cannon,  arms  and  baggage.  In  1666  the  Englifli  governor,  Mr. 
Robert  Cook,  by  reafon  of  the  mortality  of  his  people,  want  of  neceffaries,  kc,  aban- 
doned the  ifland,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fort ;  yet,  two  days  afterwards,  a  bark  arrived  from 
Lord  Willoughby,  governor  and  captain-general  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Englifli 
Caribbee  iflands,  to  windward  of  Guardaloupa,  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  all 
necefl'aries  for  the  colony.  In  this  deferted  condition  it  remained  thenceforward,  but 
\vas  always  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  Bridfli  dominions.  The  interpofidon  of  our 
miniflier  produced  the  defired  effeft,  and  the  French  defifted  at  that  time  from  their 
fettlement. 

ID.  This  attempt,  however,  fo  much  alarmed  our  court,  that  the  Duke  of  Montague 
refolved,  at  a  vaft  expence,  to  fettle  that  ifland  and  St.  Vincent,  which  was  fo  agreeable 
to  the  minift;ry  and  to  his  late  Majefl:y,  that  by  letters  patent,  dated  the  2  2d  of  June, 
1722,  both  thofe  iflands  were  granted  to  his  Grace,  that  he  might  be  encouraged  to  put 
fo  generous  and  public-fpirited  a  defign  in  execution  ;  and  for  the  further  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  new  colonies  which  he  was  to  fettle,  the  Duke  was  alfo  conftituted  cap- 
tain-general of  the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent,  which  till  that  time  were  included 
in  the  commiffion,  and  remained  under  the  government  of  the  governors  of  Barbadoes. 
His  Grace  having  appointed  Captain  Uring  his  deputy  governor,  and  provided  fevcn 
Iliips  or  veffels  to  carry  over  the  planters,  with  fuch  provifions  and  neceflaries  as  were 
.  requifite  to  fettle  colonies  in  thofe  iflands,  obtained  of  his  Majefly  the  Winchelfea 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  Captain  Orme,  to  convoy,  attend,  and  protefl;  the 
planters. 

Mr.  Uring  embarked  onboard  the  Winchelfea,  on  the  loth  of  September  1722,  and 
failing  to  Ireland  to  take  in  provifions,  made  it  the  15th  of  December  before  he 
arrived  at  St.  Lucia.  Being  come  to  an  anchor  in  Pigeon  Ifland  Bay,  a  Barbadoes 
floop  foon  after  arrived  from  Martinico,  the  malter  whereof  communicated  to  Mr.  Uring 
the  copy  of  a  mandate  by  the  king  of  France,  which  he  faid  was  publifhed  by  order  of 
the  French  general  in  all  the  churches  of  that  ifland,  and  in  all  the  towns  by  beat  of 
drum  ;  which  contained  in  fubiiance.  That  if  the  Englifli  did  not  leave  the  ifland  in  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  days,  they  were  to  be  expelled  by  force  of  arms.  The  next  morning 
Mr.  Uring  weighed  from  Pigeon  Ifland  Bay,  and  flood  for  the  harbour  of  Petite 
Careenage,  which  they  found  to  be  a  very  good  one,  and  in  it  feveral  places  fit  for 
careening  fliips,  fheltered  from  every  wind  j  in  one  of  which,  fhips  of  fixty  guns  and 

upwards 


or   THE   ENGLISH   IN    AMERICA.  435 

upwards  may  careen  very  conveniently  :  the  land  is  very  hilly  all  round  the  harbour, 
and  in  mofl:  places  fteep,  afccndinp;  from  the  water  fide.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  we 
landed  fihy  men  to  cut  down  the  trees  and  buflies  on  the  point  that  lay  fit  for  a  battery 
of  guns  to  command  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  The  fame  day  he  fent  Mr.  Faulkner 
to  Martlnico,  with  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Montague  and  the  Admiralty,  diretled  to 
Captain  Charles  Brown,  commander  of  the  Feverfliam  man  of  war,  and  Captain  Brand, 
commander  of  the  Heftor  ;  who  were  then  at  Martinico ;  and  acquainted  them,  that 
the  Duke  had  appointed  him  deputy  governor  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent,  and  being 
come  to  fettle  thofe  iflands  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Winchelfea  man  of  war,  he 
defired  that  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  they  had  received  from  the  admiralty  for  that 
purpofe,  they  would  join  him  as  foon  as  poflible,  being  apprehenfive  the  governor  of 
Martinico  defigned  to  molefl:  the  colony.  In  the  mean  time  he  proceeded  to  land  his 
people,  guns,  tools,  planks  and  ftores,  to  fortify  the  harbour,  and  build  a  large  houfe  to 
fhelter  the  workmen. 

On  the  2  2d  of  December  Captain  Brand  and  Captain  Brown  arrived  from  Martinico, 
with  his  Majcfly's  (hips,  the  Hedtor  and  Feverfham,  and  foon  after  a  French  floop,  which 
brought  a  letter  from  the  French  general,  to  acquaint  Mr.  Uring  that  he  had  heard  of 
his  landing  Englilh  forces  in  the  iiland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  defired  to  know  his  intentions ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  he  received  the  following  copy  of  the  French  king's  mandate,  viz, 
A  mandate  of  the  King  to  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Feuquire,  governor  and  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  Windward  Iflands  in  America.     "  His  Majefty  having  been  informed 
that  the  King  of  England  has  given  the  iflands  of  St.  Vincent,  and  St.  Lucia,  to  the 
Duke  of  Montague,  has  made  his  complaint  of  it  to  the  court  of  England,  and  has 
alledged  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  thefe  iflands  belong  to  that  crown.    The 
firft  of  them  ought  to  remain  to  the  Caribbees,  according  to  conventions  made  with 
that  people  ;  and  the  fecond  does  belong  to  France,  who  has  been  willing  to  fufpend 
the  fettlement  of  that  ifland  on  the  requefl  of  the  King  of  England  ;  notwithftanding 
thofe  reafons,  his  Majefty  hath  not  been  informed  that  there  has  not  been  any  revoca- 
tion of  this  grant ;  on  the   contrary,  he  underflands  that  the  Duke  of  Montague  is 
repairing  to  fend  and  take  poflTeflion  of  thofe  iflands,  and  to  tranfport   num.bers    of 
families  thither.     This  undertaking  being  contrary  to  the  rights  of  his  Majelfy,  his 
intention  is,  that  in  cafe   the  Englifli  fliould  take  pofleflion  of  St.  Lucia,  and  fettle 
tliere,  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Feuquire  ftiall  fummon  them  to  retire  in  fifteen  days, 
in  regard  that  ifland  belongs  to  France  ;  and  if  they  do  not  depart,  he  Ihall  compel 
them  to  it  by  force  of  arms.     He  fliall  take  care   to  charge  fome  of  the  wifeft  and 
moft  experienced  of  his  officers  with  this  expedidon.     His  Majefty  defires  there  ftiould 
be  as  little  effufion  of  blood  as  poflible,  nor  will  he  have  any  pillage  made  ;  he  only 
■wiflies  the  Englifli  would  retire,  and  not  poflTefs  thcmfelves  of  a  country  which  belongs 
to  him.     Done  at  Verfailles  the  21ft  of  September  1722,  figned,  kc." 

Upon  reading  the  mandate,  and  the  French  governor's  letter,  in  which  it  was  in- 
clofed,  Mr. Uring  fent  to  Captain  Brand,  and.Captain  Brown,  to  know  if  he  might  de- 
pend upon  their  afliftance  if  he  was  attacked  by  the  French  ;  but  they  would  give  him 
no  pofitive  anfwer,  and  foon  after  failed  to  Barbadoes  ;  he  alfo  fent  a  letter  to  the 
governor  of  Mardnico,  to  acquaint  him  that  he  had  orders  from  the  Duke  of  Montague, 
the  lord  proprietor,  under  his  Britifh  Majefty's  patent,  to  plant  St.  Lucia  and  defend  it, 
but  propofed  fufpending  all  afts  of  hoftility,  till  they  could  hear  from  their  refpedive 
courts  of  Great  Britain  and  France.  Mr.  Uring  alio  thought  fit  to  write  10  the  prefi- 
dent  of  Barbadoes,  that  the  governor  of  Martinico  had  threatened  to  drive  the  Englifli 
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from  tlie  ifland,  if  they  did  not  depart  in  fifteen  days,  and  to  defire  his  afiiflance  to 
fupport  this  part  of  his  Majcfly's  dominions.  To  which  the  prefident  anfwered,  That 
he  was  ready  to  give  him  all  the  ailiftancc  in  his  power. 

But  the  Captains  Brown  and  Brand  remained  fo  long  abfent  from  St.  Lucia,  that 
the  French  had  an  opportunity  of  fending  between  two  and  three  thoufand  men  from 
Martinico,  and  landing  them  on  the  ifland  ;  the  captains  of  the  men  of  war  alfo  re- 
fufed  to  give  him  afliftance,  towards  fortifying  and  defending  the  colony  by  land,  and 
a  great  many  of  the  planters  falling  fick,  and  other  deferting  over  to  the  French  at  the 
fame  time,  Mr.  Uring  had  not  fourfcore  left  to  bear  arms,  which  compelled  him  at 
length  to  come  to  a  treaty  with  the  French  general,  the  Marquis  of  Champigny  ;  and 
the  following  ardcles  were  concluded  between  them  :  Firft ,  That  the  Engliili  fliould 
quit  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  within  feven  days,  provided  that  the  fliips  of  the  Englifli 
nation  fhould  at  all  dmes  have  liberty  to  come  into  the  ports  of  the  faid  ifland,  and 
wood  and  water  there,  and  ferve  their  other  occafions,  as  the  French  alfo  might. 
Secondly,  That  the  Englifli  colony  Ihould  be  at  liberty  to  reimbark  all  their  cannon, 
(lores,  arms,  baggage,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  them,  without  moleilation; 
Thirdly,  That  all  deferters  fliould  be  given  up.  And  Laftly,  That  immediately  after 
the  Englifli  had  evacuated  the  ifland,  the  French  forces  alio  fliould  evacuate  it,  and 
that  the  ifland  Ihould  remain  in  the  fame  ftate  it  was  till  the  controverfies  between  the 
two  crowns,  reladng  to  this  ifland,  were  decided.  In  purfuance  of  which  agreement 
Mr.  Uring  embarked  with  his  people,  and  failed  to  Antigua,  fending  the  Winchelfea 
man  of  war,  and  Captain  Braithwaite,  in  the  Griffin  floop,  to  take  a  view  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Vincent,  and  fee  if  it  was  practicable  to  make  a  fettlement  there.  In  the  mean- 
time a  confiderable  reinforcement  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  from  the  Duke  of  Montague, 
with  ammunition  and  provifion,  and  orders  to  attempt  a  fettlement  upon  St.  Vincent,  if 
the  planters  were  driven  from  St.  Lucia. 

1 1.  In  order  to  this  he  had  inllructions,  and  a  commiflion  given  him  by  Mr.  Uring, 
which  were  perfeftly  well  adjufted  to  the  defign  upon  which  he  was  fent ;  and  in  the 
meandme  Governor  Uring  remained  at  Antigua,  where  he  had  all  the  civilities  paid 
him,  and  all  the  fervices  done  him  by  the  governor,  and  other  perfons  in  authorityy 
that  he  could  either  defire  or  expeft  ;  which,  in  fome  meafure  mitigated  his  fharp  fenfe 
of  the  misfortunes  he  had  met  with  ;  for  he  was  both  a  capable  and  an  honeit  man  ; 
one  who  had  the  fervice  very  much  at  heart,  and  who  difcharged  his  duty  fo  punc- 
tually, even  in  this  difaftrous  undertaking,  as  to  preferve  his  reputation,  and  to  merit' 
a  kind  reception  from  his  generous  maiter  the  Duke  of  Montague,  who  was  fo  wife 
as  to  expeft  no  more  from  a  man  than  was  in  his  power,  and  fo  good  as  to  com- 
mend and  reward  him  who  did  that,  though  it  was  not  attended  with  the  happy 
confequences  that  might  have  been  expefted  from  it.  This  gentleman  did  not  re- 
main long  at  Antigua  befoi'e  he  was  made  fenfible  that  there  was  as  little,  or  -rather 
lefs  hopes  of  making  a  fettlement  at  St.  Vincent,  than  he  by  experience  had  found 
there  was  of  lixing  a  colony  on  St.  Lucia  ;  for  Captain  John  Braithwaite,  returning 
from  his  unfuccefsful  expedition,  delivered  to  Governor  Uring,  in  juftification  of  his 
own  conduft,  and  for  the  fatisfattion  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Montague,  the  follow- 
ing account  ot  the  mcafures  he  had  taken  for  executing  the  commiliion  granted  to  him, 
in  order  to  fix  a  fettlement  on  his  Majefty's  ifland  of  St.  Vincent.  This  paper  being- 
equally  curious  and  important,  and  alfo  entirely  hillorical,  we  Ihall  give  the  reader  an 
extract  of  it  in  that  gentleman's  own  words. 

The 
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The  Report  of  Captain  John  Braithwaiie  to  Nathaniel  Uring,  Efq. 

"  In  purfuance  of  a   refolution  in  council,  and  your   order   for  fo  doinp;  the  day 
^rou   failed   with   his   Grace's   colony   for    Antigua,   I    failed    with  the  Griiiin  floop, 
in  company  with  his  MajeRy's    fliip  the  Winchelfea,    to  St.  Vincent :  we  made  the 
ifland   that  night,   and   the  next   morning    run  along    the   fliore,  and   faw   feveral 
Indian  huts,  but  as   yet  no  Indians  came  off  to    us,  nor  could  we  get  afhore  to 
them,   by  reafon   there  was  no  ground  to    anchor   in.      Towards  the  evening   two 
Indians  came  on  board,  and   told    us  we  might  anchor    in  a  bay  to    leeward,   and 
when  we   were  at  anchor  they  would  bring  their  general  on  board.     Here  we  came 
to  an  anchor  in   deep  water,   and   very  dangerous   for  the  floop.     One  whom   they 
called  general  came  on  board  with  feveral  others,   to  the  number  of  twenty-two.     I 
entertained  them  very  handfomely,  and  made  the  chief  fome  trifling  prefents  ;  but 
found  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  no  confequence,   and  that  they  called  him  chief  to  get 
fome  prefent  from  me.     Here  two  of  the  Indians  were  fo  drunk  that  they  would  not 
go  afliore,  but  ilaid  on  board  fome  days,  and  w^ere  well  entertained.     After  this,  little 
winds  and  great  currents  drove  us  oft'  for  feveral  days,  but  at  lafl  we  came  to  an  anchor 
in  a  fpacious  bay  to  the  leeward  of  all  the  ifland,  the  draught  of  which  I  ordered  to 
be  taken  by  our  furVeyor,  for  your  better  underilanding  the  place,  being  the  only  one 
where  a  fettlement  could  be  made.     The  fliip  and  floop  were  fcarce  come  to  an  anchor 
before  the  ftrand  of  the  Ihore  was  covered  with  Indians,  and  amongfl  them  we  could 
difcover  a  white  man,  "who  proved  to  be  a  Frenchman.     I  took  Capt.  Watfon  in  the 
boat  with  me,  with  a  Frenchman,  and  immediately  went  on  fhore.     As  foon  as  I  came 
amongft  them,  I  alked  why  they  appeared  all  armed,  for  every  man  had  a  cutlafs  • 
fome  had  mufkets,  piftols,  bows,  and  arrows,  &c.'    They  with  very  little  ceremony  en- 
clofed  me,  and  carried  me  up  the  country  for  about  a  mile,  over  a  little  rivulet  where 
I  was  told  I  was  to  fee   their  general :  I  found  him  fitting  amidll  a  guard  of  about 
an  hundred  Indians ;  thofe  neareft  his  perfon  had  all  mufkets,    the   refl  bows  and 
arrows ;  and  all  obferved  a  great  filence :  he  ordered  me  a  feat,  and  a  Frenchman 
flood  at  his  right  hand,  for  an  interpreter :  he  demanded  of  me.  What  brought  me 
into  his  country  ;  and  of  what  nation  ?  I  told  him,  Englifh  ;  and  I  was  put  in  to  wood 
and  water,  as  not  caring  to  fay  any  thing  elfe  before  the  Frenchman;  but  told  him,  if  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  come  on  board  our  fliips,  I  would  leave  Engliflimen  in  hoftage  for 
for  thofe  he  fhould  be  pleafed  to  take  along  with  him.   But  I  could  not  prevail  w  ith  him, 
either  to  come  on  board,  or  fufl'er  me  to  have  wood  or  water.     He  faid,  he  was  in- 
formed we  were  come  to  force  a  fettlement.     And  we   had  no  way  to  remove  that 
jealoufy  but  by  getting  under  fail.     As  foon  as  I    found  what  influence  the  French- 
man's company  had  upon  him  I  took  my  leave,  after  making  fuch  replies  as  I  thought 
proper,  and  returned  to  my  boat  under  a  guard  ;  and  when  I  came  to  the  fliore,  I  found 
the  guard  was  increafed  by  a  number  of  negroes  all  armed  with  fuzees.     I  got  into  my 
boat  without  any  injury,  and  went  on  board  to  Capt.  Orme,  and  told  him  my  ill  fuc- 
cefs.     Immediately  after  I  fent  afliore  the   floop's  boat  with  a  mate,  with   rum,  beef, 
bread,  &c.  with  fome  cutlaifes;  and  ordered  a  Frenchman  who  went  with  the  mate 
to  defire  the  guard  to  conduct  them   to   their  general,  and    to  tell   him,  that  thouo-h 
he  denied  me  the  common  good  of  water,  and  a  little  ufelefs  wood,  neverthelefs  I  had 
fent  him  fuch  refrefhments  as  our  fliips  afforded.     Our  people  found  the  Frenchman 
gone,  and  that  then  the  Indian  general   feemed  pleafed,  and   received  what  was  fent 
him ;  and  in  return,  fent  me  bows  and  arrows.     Our  people  had  not  been  lono-  re- 
turned, when  the  general  fent  a  canoe  with  ten  chief  Indians,^who  fpoke  very  good 

3 ^'2  '  French, 


428  DISCOVERIES   AND    SETTLEMENTS 

French,  to  thank  me  for  my  prefents^  and  to  afk  pardon  for  his  refufmg  me  wood  and 
water,  and  affured  me  I  might  have  what  I  pleafed ;  and  they  had  orders  to  tel!  me,  if 
I  pleafed  to  go  afliore  again  they  were  to  remain  hollages  for  my  civil  treatment.  I 
fent  them  on  board  the  men  of  war ;  and  with  Capt.  Watfon  went  afhore.  I  was  well 
received,  and  conducted  as  before  ;  but  now  1  found  the  brother,  the  chief  of  the 
negroes,  was  arrived  with  five  hundred  negroes,  moll  armed  with  fuzees.  They  told 
my  interpreter,  they  were  fure  we  were  come  to  force  a  fcttlement,  or  elfe  they  would 
not  have  denied  me  what  they  never  before  had  denied  any  Englifli,  viz,  wood  and 
water  ;  but,  if  I  thought  fit,  I  might  take  what  I  pleafed  under  a  guard.  Finding 
them  in  fo  good  a  humour,  I  once  more  introduced  the  defire  I  had  to  entertain  them 
on  board  our  fliips,  and  with  fome  difficulty  I  prevailed  with  them,  by  leaving  Captain 
Watibn  afliore  under  their  guard  as  a  hoftage.  I  carried  them  on  board  the  Icing's 
ihip,  where  they  were  well  entertained  by  Captain  Orme,  who  gave  the  Indian  general 
a  fine  fuzee  of  his  own,  and  to  the  chief  of  the  negroes  fomething  that  pleafed  him. 
Captain  Orme  affured  them  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  King  of  England,  &c.  The  negro- 
chief  fpoke  excellent  French,  and  made  anfwers  with  all  the  French  compliments. 
Afterwards  I  carried  them  on  board  the  duke's  floop  ;  and  after  opening  their  hearts 
with  wine,  for  they  fcorned  to  drink  rum,  I  thought  it  a  good  time  to  tell  them  my 
commillion,  and  what  brought  me  upon  their  coafl.  They  told  me  it  was  well  I  had 
not  mentioned  it  on  fliore,  for  their  power  could  not  have  protected  rne  ;  that  it  was 
impoffible  ;  the  Dutch  had  before  attempted  it,  but  were  glad  to  retire.  They  like- 
wife  told  me,  that  two  French  floops  had,  the  day  before  we  came,  been  amongfl  them,, 
and  gave  them  arms  and  ammunition,  and  affured  them  of  the  whole  force  of  Martin 
nico  for  their  proteftion  againfl  us ;  they  told  them  alfo,  that  they  had  driven  us  from 
St.  Lucia ;  and  that  we  were  come  now  to  endeavour  a  fettlement  there  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our  fpecious  pretences,  when  we  had  power  we  fliould  enflave  them ;. 
but  they  declared  that  they  would  truft  no  Europeans ;  that  they  owned  themfelves 
under  the  protedion  of  the  French,  but  would  as  foon  oppofe  their  fettling  among 
them,  or  any  aO.  of  force  from  them,  as  us.  They  had  lately  given  an  example,  by 
killing  feveral ;  and  they  further  told  me,  it  was  by  very  large  prefents  the  French  ever 
got  in  their  favour  ag;un,  but  they  refolved  never  to  put  it  in  their  power,  or  of  any 
Europeans,  to  hurt  them  :  they  advifed  mc  to  think  what  they  faid  was  an  aft  of  friend- 
fhip. This  being  all  I  could  get  from  them,  I  difmiffed  them  with  fuch  prefents  as 
his  grace  ordered  for  that  fervice,  with  a  difcharge  of  cannon  ;  and  received  in  return 
as  regular  voUies  of  fmall  fhot  as  I  ever  heard.  In  the  night  the  Winchelfea  drove 
from  her  anchors,  which  as  foon  as  I  perceived,  and  had  received  Captain  Watfon  froia 
the  fhorc,  I  got  under  fail  and  flood  to  the  man  of  war.  This  is  a  faithful  report  of  all  I^ 
John  Braithwaite,  can  recoiled." 

12.  Mr.  Uring  having  read  the  above  report  of  Captain  Braithwaite,  he  judged  there 
was  like  to  be  little  good  done  at  St.  Vincent,  and  the  fecond  fcheme  on  St.  Lucia 
being  laid  afide,  he  determined  to  unload  all  the  fforcs,  and  difcharge  the  veffels,  and 
propofed  to  Lieutenant  General  Matthews,  to  do  it  at  Antigua,  which  he  faid  he  thought 
could  be  done  with  more  eafe  and  fecurity,  and  in  much  lefs  time,  and  would  fave  a 
great  deal  of  charge  and  trouble,  and  lefs  hazard  than  at  St.  Chriftopher's  ;  the  lieute- 
nant-general anfwered,  that  in  his  houfe  at  St.  ChrilLopher's  was  room  enough  to  hold, 
all  the  duke's  flores,  and  fliould  cofl  his  grace  nothing ;  and,  that  as  he  had  the 
government  of  that  ifland,  he  had  fuch  an  influence  over  the  people,  that  the  duke's 
fervants  would  be  more  fecure  there,  and  that  he  could  better  provide  for  the  officers, 
than  at  Antigua  j  and  further  faid,  that  the  fervants  could  be  kept  together  in  Charles 
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Fort,  where  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  difcipline  them  againft  any  new  under- 
taking ;  and  accordingly  afked  leave  of  General  Hart  to  difcipline  them,  which  was 
granted.  Mr.  Uring  taking  notice  of  the  advantages  that  the  lieutenant-general  pro- 
pofed,  and  feeing  him  fo  very  earnefl:  for  the  ftores  to  be  lodged  at  St.  Chriftopher's, 
agreed  to  it,  and  accordingly  ordered  them  down  thither,  during  their  attending  the 
Griffin's  return  from  her  errand  to  St.  Vincent  and  Martinico. 

Mr.  Uring  frequently  vifited  the  tranfports,  to  fee  things  were  in  good  order ;  Lieu- 
tenant General  Matthews  went  in  the  Charles  and  Freemafon,  to  St.  Chriftopher's, 
with  them ;  and  as  foon  as  they  arrived  at  that  ifland,  he,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Uring, 
cantoned  the  officers  in  feveral  places,  as  there  was  conveniency,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  their  refpedtive  quarters.  They  had  now  four  veflels  to  unload  at  the  fame  time, 
and  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  a  difficult  way  to  carry  the  ftores  to  the  ftore-houfes. 
Mr.  Uring  ordered  fuch  a  number  of  fervants  afliore  from  the  veffels,  as  he  thought 
ufeful  for  carrying  up  the  ftores ;  and  officers  were  appointed  at  diiferent  places  in  the 
avenues,  to  keep  the  people  from  running  into  the  country ;  but  notwithftanding  all  the 
care  they  could  take,  great  part  of  them  were  gone  by  night.  He  ordered  more  afliore 
next  day,  and  continued  landing  the  ftores,  cannon,  arms,  ammunition,  &:c.  and  as 
the  cafks  very  often  came  to  pieces  in  getting  up  to  the  flore-houfes,  Mr.  Uring,  for  the 
moft  part,  ftood  by  till  they  were  repaired,  and  was,  at  leaft,  thirty  times  a  day  from 
the  landing-place  to  the  ftore-houles,  in  order  to  prevent  any  embezzlement,  and  to 
haften  the  work.  The  officers  thinking  the  work  too  hard  for  them  all  day,  though 
they  generally  ftood  in  one  place,  Mr.  Uring  divided  them,  the  one  half  to  attend  in 
the  morning,  and  the  other  in  the  afternoon  ;  though  he  was  obliged  to  attend  the 
whole  day,  in  order  to  preferve  the  ftores,  which  he  hoped  was  in  a  good  meafure 
done  J  the  goods  landing  from  fo  many  veflels  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  fo  many  forts 
loofe,  as  well  as  in  cafl^s,  made  it  no  eafy  matter  to  keep  an  exaft  account. 

The  whole  care  of  every  thing,  as  well  as  the  fl^ores,  was  upon  Mr.  Uring.  How- 
ever, the  goods  were  landed  and  ftored,  aiid  after  the  fliips  were  unloaded,  he  fearched 
every  fliip  by  warrant,  to  fee  if  there  remained  any  thing  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Montague  on  board  them,  which  the  mafters  faid  there  did  not ;  feveral  provifions 
were  found  on  board  the  Charles  and  Freemafon,  which  were  put  afliore.  When  every 
thing  was  landed  out  of  the  feveral  ftiips,  his  next  care  was  to  put  them  in  good  order ; 
many  of  the  calks  being  broken,  they  would  not  hold  the  weight  in  them,  therefore 
they  ftarted  them  into  other  found  caflcs  and  chefts,  which  were  made  for  that  ufe. 
He  alfo  caufed  all  the  provifions  to  be  tui-ned  out  of  the  ftore-houfes  and  looked  over, 
and  fuch  as  were  in  calks,  or  wanted  pickle,  were  put  into  better,  and  new  pickled  ; 
and  he  direfted  the  worft  to  be  firll  ufed.  He  fitted  up  a  finith's  fhop,  kept  the 
fmiths  and  armourers  at  work,  and  cleaning  the  arms.  The  men  were  diiciplined,  lb 
that  they  could  do  their  exercife  very  well,  and  made  as  regular  fires  as  the  king's 
troops. 

Mr.  Uring  paid  off"  feveral  of  the  feamen  belonging  to  the  Griffin  floop,  to  eafe  the 
charge,  and  ordered  fuch  fervants  on  board  her  as  were  feamen,  and  as  many  more  as 
he  dared  truft.  By  that  time  they  had  put  things  into  tolerable  order,  the  Hopewell 
arrived,  with  about  ninety  fervants  and  feveral  officers,  a  great  quantity  of  provifions, 
with  cannon,  ammunition,  and  warlike  ftores,  which  were  alfo  landed  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Uring,  who  had  letters  by  this  fliip  from  the  Duke  of  Montague ;  which 
informed  him  that  his  grace  was  in  treaty  for  five  hundred  Enghdi  families,  and  five 
hundred  Irifli,  which  he  intended  to  tranfport  to  St.  Lucia  as  foon  as  pofTible.  The 
Hopewell  brought  from  Barbadges  a  number  of  live  Iheep,  which  had  been  carried 

thither 
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thither  by  the  Leopard,  which  was  arrived  at  that  illand,  laden  with  boards,  plank, 
and  frames  of  houfes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony.  ' 

When  Lieutenant  General  IMatthews  returned  to  Antigua,  he  left  Mr.  Uring  his 
houfe  to  live  in,  where  was  room  tor  moft  of  the  officers.  He  fent  then  to  acquaint 
them,  that  he  had  convenicncy  for  them,  and  defigned  to  keep  a  table  for  their  enter- 
tainment, confidering  it  would  be  much  more  convenient  and  lefs  charge  to  his  grace, 
for  them  to  keep  together,  than  be  feparated.  All  the  fervants  that  were  not  lent  to 
the  planters  were  lodged  in  the  out-houfes,  and  due  care  was  taken  both  of  the  fick 
and  ihe  well,  to  have  their  provifions  at  proper  times,  and  well  ordered.  Mr.  Uring 
feldom  went  to  dinner  before  he  faw  all  the  fick  provided,  and  well  i'erved  with  freih 
meat  and  broth,  which  was  for  the  moft  part  four  tinies  a  week,  and  thofe  that  were 
fick,  every  day.  The  lame,  though  there  were  a  great  many  of  them,  he  drelVed  him- 
felf  for  feveral  days,  when  he  had  no  furgeon.  The  fervants  were  all  well  fupplied  out 
of  the  duke's  ftores,  with  clothing  and  neceflaries,  though  they  often  ftrayed  about  th* 
country  and  fold  them,  and  then  complained  to  the  planters  that  they  were  naked  ;  for 
w*hich  they  were  puniflied  and  again  fupplied.  He  frequently  lent  out  the  ferjeants  with 
parties,  to  bring  in  the  ilragglers,  and  had  no  little  trouble  to  keep  them  in  a  tolerable 
decorum ;  he  alfo  put  up  advertifements  at  all  the  port  towns,  to  warn  the  mafters  of 
Ihips  from  entertaining'  or  carrying  any  of  them  oft'  the  ifland  ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  May  fent  Captain  King  in  the  Griffin  floop  to  Barbadoes,  to  bring  down  the  run- 
aways from  thence,  and  fuch  letters  as  were  lodged  there  from  the  Duke  of  Montague 
for  him  ;  and  after  her  return  he  ordered  Captain  Watfon  to  careen  her,  in  doing  of 
which  Ihe  funk. 

Mr.  Uring  having  notice  thereof,  went  to  fee  her  condition,  and  hired  two  floops  to 
weigh  her,  and  the  Griffin  was  made  again  fit  for  the  fea.  Mr.  Uring  having  been 
informed  that  many  of  his  grace's  fervants  had  made  their  efcape  to  St.Euftatia,  he 
wrote  feveral  letters  to  the  governor  of  that  ifland,  by  officers  of  the  duke's,  which 
were  fent  for  that  purpofe,  to  acquaint  him  therewith,  and  to  defire  him  to  fecure  them, 
that  they  might  be  returned  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  accordingly  two  men  were  brought 
back  from  thence.  He  had  ordered  the  Griffin  floop  to  Antigua,  to  lie  there  during 
the  hurricane  months  ;  when  he  had  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Matthews, 
which  advifed  him  that  the  Duke  of  Montague  had  impowered  him  to  have  the  fole 
difpofal  of  all  his  aft'airs  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  fent  him  a  copy  thereof.  Mr.  Uring 
then  obferved  liis  direftion,  until  his  grace  had  wholly  laid  afide  the  thoughts  of  any 
new  fettlement ;  and  had  given  him  orders  to  deliver  up  every  thing  bclongmg  to  him, 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lieutenant  General,  to  whom  his  grace  had  given  direction  to 
difcharge  all,  and  pay  them  their  falaries  to  that  time,  with  an  allowance  for  their  paf- 
fages  for  England.  After  Mr.  Uring  had  delivered  up  all  ftores,  arms,  cannon,  &c. 
to  the  agent  of  Lieutenant  General  Matthews,  he  went  up  to  Antigua,  to  finifh  his 
affairs  with  him,  and  from  thence  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  was  received  very  kindly  by 
Mr.  Worfley.  He  ftaid  a  week  at  that  ifland,  and  then  returned  to  Antigua,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  where  he  took  a  paflfage  for  England,  and  arrived  at  Dover 
the  28th  of  May  1724. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  large  and  circumftantial  account  of  this  expedition,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  from  the  authentic  papers  of  the  two  gentlemen  chiefly  con- 
cerned in  it,  and  very  frequently  in  their  own  words.  From  whence  it  appears,  that  it 
was  in  all  rcfpefts  the  greateft  and  moft  cxpenfive  fcheme  that  was  ever  undertaken  by 
a  fubjcQ  of  this  crown,  or  of  any  other ;  for  befides  the  fliips,  naval  and  military  ftores, 
cannon,  fmall  arms,  &c.  he  maintained   four  hundred  and  twcnty-five  fervants  for  a 

year 
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year  and  a  half,  befides  eighty-five  tradefmcn  and  artificers  of  feveral  forts,  who  had 
from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds  a-year  wages ;  and  upwards  of  fifty  officers,  with  fiilaries 
from  fifty  to  four  hundred  pounds  a-year,  all  duly  paid,  and  themfelves  victualled  in 
a  very  dear  part  of  the  world,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  time.  The  computing, 
therefore,  of  the  Duke  of  IMontaguc's  cxpencc  at  forty  thoufand  pounds  is  rather  under 
than  over  doing  the  bufincfs  ;  and  nothing  can  induce  us  to  fufped  the  largencfs  of  the 
fum  but  the  very  fingular  circumftance  that  attends  it,  of  its  coming  out  of  a  private 
purfe  for  the  public  iervicc.  This,  indeed,  and  the  time  at  which  this  expedition  was 
undertaken,  renders  it  almoft  incredible  ;  but  whoever  confiders  that  in  feafons  of  the 
greateft  corruption  (as  furely  that  of  the  South-Sea,  and  the  bubbles  that  attended  it, 
was  here)  Providence  ufually  raifes  up  fome  extraordinary  inftanccs  of  a  contrary  fpirit, 
fuch  as  Phocion  in  the  decline  of  the  Athenian  commonwealth,  and  the  younger  Cato 
when  the  Roman  republic  was  on  the  point  of  ruin,  will  the  more  readily  credit  this, 
and  admire  it.  the  more.  I  fliould  infift  farther  upon  this  noble  and  memorable  exam- 
ple but  for  two  reafons ;  the  firft  is,  that  as  the  illuftrious  perfon  to  whom  it  relates  is 
living,  amongft  the  many  inftances  of  freedom  of  fpeech  that  may  be  met  with  m  this 
work,  I  fhould  be  afliamed  to  mix  any  thing  that  might  be  fufpefted  of  flattery.  The 
fecond  reafou  is,  that  the  virtues  of  the  duke  are  fo  well  known,  and  fo  univerfally 
confeifed,  that  I  could  do  no  honour  to  any  but  myfelf,  by  endeavouring  to  cele- 
brate them. 

But  though  I  am  willing  to  decline  a  taflc  to  which  T  confefs  myfelf  unequal,  I  fhall 
not  be  afraid  ot  obferving  that  this  is  the  only  proper  time  of  reviving  our  claim  to  thofe 
illands,  at  leaft  to  that  of  St.  Lucia,  to  which  our  title  is  unqueftionable.     If  we  were 
not  the  firft  difcoverers,  we  were  at  leaft  the  firft  planters  of  that  ifland,  and  befides 
the  title  which  this  gives  us,  we  have  another,  and  perhaps  a  better,  viz.  that  of  pur- 
chafe  from  the  natives,  and  original   inhabitiuits  of  it.     The  French,  it  is  true,  have 
alfo  fettled  upon  that  ifland,  but  as  intruders  only,  and  as  fuch  were  obliged  to  quit  it 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  fince  which  our  rights  to  that  ifland  have  been  con- 
firmed by  treaties.     But  their  laft  quitting  it,  in  1 7 1 9,  is  the  ftrongeft  and  cleareft 
proof  of  all.     For  had  they  not  been  fenfible  of  their  having  no  juft  pretenfions  to  St. 
Lucia,  it  is  impoffible  to   fuppofe  that   men  who  fo  vigoroufly  exerted  themfelves  to 
prevent  our  eftablifliment,  would  fo  tamely  have  given   up   their  own.     What  their 
motives  might  be  to  fo  ftrange  a  condud,  in  the  compafs  of  fo  fliort  a  time,  I  fliall  not 
pretend  to  guefs,  but  this  I  may  fafely  and  honeftly  fay,  that  no  change  in  their  con- 
duel  could  poffibly  create  a  change  in  their  title  or  ours  :  if  our  right  in  171 9  was  cer- 
tain, it  muft  have  been  as  certain  in  1722,  and  if  certain  then,  it   muft   be  fo  ftill ; 
which  gives  us  a  fair  demand  to   have   this  right  of  ours  acknowledged  by   the  next 
treaty  of  peace,  that  can  never  be  concluded  on  good  terms  for  this  nation,  if  while  we 
ftruggleto  make  France  do  juftice  to  others,  we  fufl^er  her  to  perfift  in  ads  of  injuftice 
to  ourfelves.     We  fee  very  clearly,  that  the  general  expreihons   contained  in  former 
treaties  avails  nothing  againft  France  in  a  time  of  full  peace,  and  therefore  common 
fenfe  teaches  us,  and  a  due  concern  for  the  good  of  our  country  requires,  that  we  fliould 
have  juftice  done  us  on  this  head  before  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  war,  becaufe  unlefs 
it  be  done  now,  paft  experience  fliews  us  that  we  can  never  exped  it  for  the  future ; 
that  we  may  very  rationally  hope  for  it  now,  appears  to  every  man   of  tolerable  under- 
ftanding,  who  refleds  that  France,  in  this  refped:,  gives  us  nothing  of  which  flie  is  in 
poflTefiion,  or  to  which,  in  her  own  opinion,  flie  has  anv  juft  title ;   fo  that  to  refufe  it 
when  flie  pretends  to  be  in  a  pacific  temper,  muft  be  a  plain  proof  that  Ihe  diftembles,  • 
and  then  it  would  be  madnefs  to  truft  her. 

*8  •  There 
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There  is,  however,  one  particular  in  relation  to  this  affair  that  ought  to  be  difcufled 
"before  wc  leave  it,  which  is,  what  proceedings  have  fmce  happened  between  the  two 
crowns  in  relation  to  this  illand,  after  the  expedition  before  mentioned  ;  and  as  to  thefe, 
I  have  received  two  remarkable  papers  while  this  was  printing,  which  I  fhall  give  the 
reader  immediately.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  requifite  to  obferve,  that  his  prefent  majefty 
King  George  II.  having  conftituted  and  appointed  Henry  Worfley,  Efq.  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  this  ifland,  as  all  his  predeceiTors  had  been,  who  were  governors 
of  Barbadoes,  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  him  the  following  inftruftion,  in 
reference  to  the  difputes  that  had  happened  about  it. 

"  GEORGE  R. 

"  Trufly  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well :  "Whereas  the  French  for  fome  years 
have  claimed  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  do  infill  that  the  right  to  the  iflands  of  St. "Vin- 
cent and  St,  Dominico,  under  your  government,  is  in  the  Caribbeeans,  now  inhabiting 
the  fame,  although  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  all  the  faid  iflands ;  yet  we  have 
thought  fit  to  agree  with  the  French  court,  that  until  our  right  be  determined  the  faid 
iflands  fhall  be  entirely  evacuated  by  both  nations.  It  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleafure, 
and  you  are  accordingly  to  fignify  the  fame  to  fuch  of  our  fubjefts  as  Ihall  be  found 
inhabiting  any  of  our  faid  iflands,  that  they  do  forthwith  quit  the  fame  until  the  right 
fliall  be  determined,  as  aforefaid ;  and  that  they  do  comply  with  this  our  order  within 
thirty  days  from  the  publication  hereof  in  each  of  the  faid  iflands  refpeftively,  under 
pain  of  our  highefl  difpleafure ;  and  you  are  to  ufe  your  befl;  endeavours  that  no  fliips 
of  our  fubjefts,  or  of  any  other  nation,  do  frequent  the  fiiid  iflands  during  the  time 
aforefaid,  except  coming  for  wood  or  water.  But  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  you 
do  not  execute  this  our  order  until  the  French  governor  of  Martinico  fhall  have  received 
the  like  diredlion  from  the  French  court,  and  fliall,  jointly  with  you,  put  the  fame  in 
execution  without  any  exception.  And  you  are  hereby  further  ordered  to  tranfmit  to 
us,  by  the  firfl  opportunity,  a  full  account  of  your  proceedings,  Ss  likewife  of  thofe  of 
the  French  in  this  behalf,  taking  care  by  all  opportunities  to  inform  yourfelf  whether 
our  fubjects,  and  thofe  of  the  French  king,  do  comply  punftually  with  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  agreement,  until  fuch  time  as  the  right  to  the  faid  iflands  fliall  be 
abfolutely  determined  as  aforefaid.  And  for  your  fo  doing  this  fliall  be  your  warrant. 
And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's,  the  30th  day  of 
November,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign,  by  his  majefly's  command. 

"  Holies  Newcajiler 

It  appears  plainly  from  this  inflructlon,  and  it  will  appear  flill  more  clearly  from  the 
Trench  king's  letter  upon  this  head,  that  the  two  courts  had  come  to  an  agreement 
about  this  matter,  that  is,  about  the  immediate  fettlement,  not  as  to  their  rights ;  for 
our  king  declares  fully  and  plainly,  that  he  looked  upon  his  to  be  wholly  unimpeached 
by  this  difpute ;  and  fo  to  be  fure  it  was,  and  is.  But  let  us  fee  the  inflirudions  from 
France,  which  are  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  paper,  which  were  conceived  in  the 
words  following : 

The  French  king's  letter  or  mandate,  to  the  governor  of  Martinico,  dated  Decem- 
ber 26,  1730. 
"  Monfieur  De  Champigny, 
"  The  Englifli  have,  for  fome  time  pafl,  laid  pretenfions  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia, 
which  belongs  to  me,  and  to  which   I  have  an  incontcflahle  right.     The  fame  preten- 
fions they  have  laid  to  tlic  iflands  of  bt.  "Vincent  and  St.  Dominico,  faid  to  belong  to 

the 
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the  Caribbeeans,  natives  of  the  cenintry,  according  to  the  treaty  of  the  3ifl:  of  March 
1660;  and  in  the  poirelliou  of  which  it  is  my  intention  to  fupport  them.  I  have, 
nevertheiefs,  agreed  with  the  court  of  England,  that  until  thefe  pretenfions  fliall  be 
determined,  the  faid  iflands  fliall  be  evacuated  by  both  nations.  And  this  is  to  acquaint 
you,  that  it  is  my  pleafure,  that  you  make  it  known,  &c."     As  in  the  former. 

Upon  thefe  papers  I  fliall  make  but  one  remark,  which  is,  that  they  clearly  unra- 
velled and  expofed  the  true  intention  and  defign,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  workings 
and  policy  of  the  court  of  France.  There  were  many  who  faw  and  faid  this  at  the 
time,  but  thought  it  indecent  and  improper  to  publifli  fo  much,  when  our  court  had 
confented  to  accept  of  this  expedient.  But  now  that  reafon  is  removed,  and  we  are  at 
full  liberty  to  fay  whatever  can  be  faid  with  truth  upon  this  fubjeft ;  I  cannot  avoid 
doing  fo,  and  fliall  difpatch  it  in  very  few  words.  The  French  had  not,  in  their  own 
opinion,  any  title  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  but  what  arofe  from  expediency.  They 
faw  it  lay  near  them,  and  they  very  well  knew  the  confequences  that  would  follow  from 
its  being  fettled  by  the  Englifli,  and  this,  more  than  any  advantages  they  expected 
from  it,  put  them  upon  the  attempt  to  fettle  it. 

The  reader  may  pofllbly  imagine,  that  I  only  alTert  this,  but  the  fa£t  is  otherwife ; 
I  can  really  prove  it.  The  French  writers  on  geography  and  trade,  nay  the  French 
politicians,  never  dreamed  of  any  fuch  thing,  as  appears  from  the  books ;  and  the 
famous  Mr.  Savary,  in  his  Dictionary  of  Commerce,  tells  us  plainly,  that  the  French 
pofl'efs  or  claim  ten  of  the  Caribbee  iflands,  eight  entirely,  and  two  in  conjunftion  with 
the  Dutch  ;  all  of  which  he  names,  but  does  not  include  St.  Lucia ;  which  fhews  that 
fuch  people  in  France,  as  mud  foonefl;  have  heard  of  this  claim,  if  they  had  any,  knew 
nothing  about  it.  When  I  fay  that  this  fettlement  was  made  to  prevent  our  gaining  the 
ifland,  rather  than  from  any  great  hopes  of  profit,  I  mean,  that  thefe  were  the  motives 
of  the  French  minifliry,  becaufe  they  had  been  long  of  opinion,  that  Hifpaniola,  or 
St.  Domingo,  ought  to  be  the  great  objeft  of  their  concern  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world, 
for  many  reafons,  which  will  fall  properly  in  another  place.  All,  therefore,  that  they 
defired,  with  refpefl:  to  the  iflands,  was  to  prevent  our  fettling  upon  them,  which, 
befides  an  immediate  lofs,  might  prejudice  their  future  views  ;  and  therefore  they  were 
willing  to  take  poffefllon  of  St.  Lucia  as  an  out-work.  If  they  kept  it,  it  was  well,  but 
if  they  kept  it  only  from  us  it  was  better ;  and  this  was  the  true  reafon  of  their  propofmg 
the  expedient  contained  in  the  foregoing  papers,  which  aftually  anfwered  their  ends 
better  than  if  the  ifland  had  been  abfolutely  yielded  to  them  by  us. 

But  if  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe  fifteen  years  ago  was  fuch,  as  made  it  rea- 
fonable  for  us  to  fufpend  our  right,  which  1  lay  down  as  a  fuppofition,  but  am  far  from 
aflerting  as  a  faft ;  the  face  of  affairs  is  fince  changed,  and  gives  us  now  the  fairefl: 
opportunity  to  eflablifli  that  right ;  if  the  war  continues  we  may,  and  we  ought  to  do 
it  by  force  ;  and  whenever  there  comes  a  peace,  the  French  can  aflign  no  colour  or 
pretence  whatever,  againfl;  the  confirming  that  right,  by  renouncing  their  uujufl;  and 
ill-founded  claim,  to  the  preventing  our  fettling  on  it.  If  they  took  advantage  of  a  paft 
conjuncture,  when  it  was  not  convenient  for  us  to  break  with  them,  it  is  our  bufiaefs, 
as  I  hinted  before,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  prefent  conjuncture  ;  when,  without  quef- 
tion,  it  is  the  interefl:,  and  will  be  confequently  the  bufinefs,  of  France  to  deny  us 
nothing  of  this  kind,  if  we  infift:  upon  it,  that  is  to  fay,  if  we  Ihew  we  have  it  at  heart ; 
and  that  we  are  determined  to  exert  our  naval  power,  and  to  employ  our  negociations 
for  the  fervice  of  our  own  country,  for  the  promoting  our  trade,  fecuring  our  naviga- 
tion, and  extending  our  interefl  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

VOL.  SIX.  3  K  But 
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But  the  queftion  may  be  afked,  what  is  the  real  value  and  importance  of  the  thinj*' 
for  which  you  would  have  us  contend  ?  What  is  this  St.  Lucia  worth  ?  What  can  be 
made  of  it  ?  Why  fhould  we  trouble  ourfelves  about  it.  In  anfwer  to  this,  I  can  only 
ftiy  in  few  words,  that  it  has  been  computed,  that  the  produd  and  commerce  of  this 
ifland  might,  in  a  few  years,  be  brought  to  yield  Great  Britain  an  annual  rent  of  two 
hundred  thcufand  pounds  ;  but  to  (hew  the  pollibility  or  rather  the  probability,  if  not  the 
certainty  of  this  calculation,  I  fliall  give  the  reader  Captain  Uring's  defcription  of  this 
ifland,  who  went  thither  on  purpofe  to  fettle  it ;  who  was  a  man  of  great  underftanding 
in  matters  of  this  nature,  and  whofe  honefty  was  as  httle  queftioned  as  his  capacity ;  fo  that 
1  cannot  difcern  any  objedion  that  can  be  rcafonably  made  to  his  account,  which  is  alfo 
remarkably  plain  and  fuccinft,  and  with  which,  as  to  this  fubjeft,  I  fhall  conclude. 

*'  St.  Lucia  is  about  twenty-two  miles  in  length,  and  eleven  broad ;  the  greatefl; 
part  of  it  very  good  land,  and  in  many  places  hilly,  and  many  very  rich  valleys  very  well 
watered  with  fine  rivers  all  through  the  ifland,  which  makes  it  exceedingly  pleafant 
and  delightful,  and  it  muff  be  very  healthful  by  its  being  fo  narrow  ;    and  the  hills 
being  not  fo  high  to  intercept  the  continual  trade-winds,  that  always  fan  it  from  the 
eafl;ward,  whereby  the  heat  of  the  climate  is  mitigated,  and  made  rather  agreeable  than 
troublefome.     The  variety  of  fituations  that  it   affords  by  the  hills  and  vales,  makes  it 
both  convenient  and  delightful,  as  well  as  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  profpects  ;  and  it  is 
full  of  all  trees,  amongfl  which   are  great  quantities  of  good  timber,  fit  for  buildiug 
houfes   and    windn;ills  ;    from  whence   both    Barbadoes    and   Martinico    have  been 
fumifhed  with  very  great  quantities,  and  are  ftill ;  the  cacao  or  chocolate  nuts  grows 
here  very  well,  and  there  grows  alfo  a  great  deal  ot  fuflic,  and  there  is  abundance  of 
wild  fowl.     It  lies  weJil-north-well:  from  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  about  twenty-four 
leagues  j  fouth  from  Martinico  about  feven  leagues  ;  and  the   fame  diftance  north  by 
eaft  from  St.  Vincent ;  and  hath  feveral  good  bays,  and  excellent  harbours  for  fliips 
to  anchor  in  ;    one  of  which  is  the  Petite  Careenage,  where  we  defigned  the  firft 
fettlement.     This  harbour  is  on  the  north-weft  part  of  the  ifland,  and  is  much  the  fineft 
and  moft  convenient  in  all  the  Caribbee  Iflands  ;  great  numbers  of  fliips  may  be  there 
fafe  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  it  is  very  commodious  for  careening  fliips  of  war  and 
other  veflels.  If  this  ifland  had  been  fettled,  as  was  intended  by  his  grace  the  Duke  of 
Montague,  proper  forts  built,  and  garrifons   placed  therein,  for  the  prote£tion  and 
defence  thereof,  it  would  have  been  of  the  greateft  importance  for  the  fecuring  the 
Leeward  Iflands,  and  even  Barbadoes,  from  being  invaded  by  France  in  time  of  war 
for  no  armament  can  be  made,  nor  any  expedition  carried  on  by  the  French  at  Mar- 
tinico, againft  any  of  thofe  colonies,  but  mufi  be  known  at  St.  Lucia,  almoft  as  foon  as 
the  defign  is  formed,  by  the  nearnefs  of  its  neighbourhood  to  that  ifland  ;  from  whence, 
likewife   Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands  might  have  notice  to  provide  for  their 
better  defence.     If  St.  Lucia  were  well  inhabited  by  the  Enghfli,  the  people  of  Mar- 
tinico would  know   their  intereft   better  than  to   enter  upon  any   expedition  againft 
Barbadoes  or  the  Leeward  Iflands,  when  they  had  an  enemy  fo  near  them  ;  for  they 
muft  needs   confider,  if  their  men  were  fent  off'  that  ifland  to  iii.ade  th<i  Leeward 
iflands,  the  Barbadians  would  join  the  people  of  St,  Lucia,  and  fall  upon  Martinico  in 
the  abfence  of  their  men ;  which  would  endanger  the   lofs  of  that  ifland,  or  at  leaft 
the  plunder  or  fpoiling  of  it ;  and  would  be  more  damage  to  them  than  any  benefit 
they  can  propofe  to  themfelves,  by  invading  the  Leeward  1  (lands,  and  fo  the  fame  if 
their  defign  is  againft  Barbadoes  ;  the  Leeward  Iflands  people  joining   thefe  of  St. 
Lucia,  Martinico  will  be  in  the  fame  danger,  and  by  that  means  our  plantations  in  thofe 
parts  will  be  entirely  fecurcd  by  the  poileflion  of  St.  Lucia,  and  it  will  alfo  be  in  the 

*  8  power 
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power  of  the  Englilli  to  diflurb  the  French,  and  not  in  tlic  power  of  the  French  to  hurt 
the  Englifli.  But  if  both  nations  ilioukl  fit  flill  without  hurting  each  other,  yet 
St.  Lucia  will  be  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  if  it  were  appointed  the 
place  of  rendezvous  for  his  Majelty's  fliips  of  war  ;  from  whence  they  might  con- 
tinually relieve  each  other,  if  need  were,  and  keep  al\*ays  cruizing  on  the  French,  that 
they  could  not  be  able  to  have  a  veflbl  go  in  or  out  of  their  harbour,  but  what  might 
be  intercepted  by  the  king's  Hiips,  and  fo  the  trade  of  our  plantations  would  thereby 
become  focured,  and  the  Martinicans  would  have  no  reafon  to  boaft  as  they  did  in  the 
late  war,  that  they  maintained  their  ifiands  chiefly  by  privateering  on  the  Englifh,  which 
is  too  well  known  to  the  merchants  that  have  been  traders  to  thofe  parts.  But  in  cafe 
St.  Lucia  was  I'ettled,  and  proper  meafures  purfued,  it  would  entirely  prevent  fuch 
mifchiefs  for  the  future,  and  the  Englifh  would  foon  grow  too  powerful  for  the  French, 
who  at  prefent  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  the  Leeward  Ifiands 
are  in  the  greatefi:  danger,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with  France,  of  being  invaded,  which  the 
Englifli  planters  are  moil  fenfible  of,  and  it  is  what  the  wifefl  of  them  apprehend 
every  day." 

13.  The  remarks  that  have  been  already  made  in  the  courfe  of  this  feftion,  upon 
the  feveral  fubjeSs  to  which  it  relates,  make  it  unnecefTary  for  me  to  detain  the  reader 
very  long  with  obfervations  at  the  clofe.  But,  however,  fome  things  are  both  fit  and 
requifite  to  be  faid  here,  for  the  information  of  my  readers  in  general ;  and  for  remind- 
ing thofe  in  particular  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  be  ufeful  to  the  colonies.  It  is 
certain,  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  father  of  our  Englifh 
colonies,  and  his  aflbciates  firfl  projecled  thofe  efliablifhments,  there  have  been  many 
who  have  either  found  an  interell,  or  took  a  pleafure,  in  mifreprefenting  or  leflening 
the  value  of  them.  When  the  intention  of  improving  thefe  diltant  countries,  and  the 
advantages  that  were  hoped  for  from  it,  were  firll  fet  forth,  there  were  fome  who  treated 
them  not  only  as  chimerical,  but  as  dangerous  ;  they  faid  that  it  was  very  uncertain 
whether  we  might  meet  with  fuccefs,  and  if  we  did,  it  might  difpeople  the  nation. 
Thefe,  and  many  other  objefliions,  flowing  partly  from  a  narrownefs  of  underftandiiig, 
but  I  am  afraid  chiefly  from  a  narrownefs  of  heart,  have  been  difproved  by  experience, 
which  has  fliewn  that  what  was  then  propofed  was  prafticable  in  itfelf,  profitable  in  its 
confequences,  and  attended  with  none  of  thofe  mifchiefs  that  thefe  timorous  or  ill  hi- 
tentioncd  people  either  apprehended  or  feemed  to  apprehend. 

The  difficulties  which  attended,  and  which  will  always  attend  fettlements  at  the 
beginning,  proved  a  new  caufe  of  clamour  ;  and  many  fpiteful  things  were  faid  about  the 
facrificing  fo  many  Engliflmien,  to  the  obfl:inate  defire  of  fixing  colonies  in  countries, 
which  at  that  time  did  not  produce  any  great  advantages.  But  by  degrees,  as  thefe 
difficulties  were  overcome  thofe  complaints  likewife  ccafed,  and  we  heard  no  more  of 
thefe  pretended  hardfliips  ;  which,  in  reality,  were  no  other  than  the  fending  fuch,  as 
from  the  pcrvcrfenefs  of  their  own  difpofitions  were  capable  only  of  doing  mifchief 
here ;  fuch  as  the  feverity  of  their  creditors  would  have  deRined  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonmcnt  ;  and  fuch  as,  either  from  lazinefs  or  indigence,  would  have  periflied  in 
our  flreets,  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to  the  community  in  the  colonies. 

But  when  thefe  complaints  ceafed,  others  role  in  their  ftead  ;  and  when  it  could  be 
no  longer  faid  that  the  colonies  were  ufelefs,  it  was  alledged  that  they  were  not  ufeful 
enough  to  their  mother  country ;  that  v/hile  we  were  loaded  with  taxes,  they  were  ab- 
Iblutely  free,  and  that  the  planters  lived  like  princes,  while  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain  laboured  hard  for  a  tolerable  fubfiftence.  This  produced  cuftoms  and  impofitions 
upon  all  plantation  commodities,  which  if  they  are  grievous  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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phmtations,  mufl  turn  to  our  difadvantage  as  well  as  theirs,  and  confequently  become 
a  great  prejudice  to  both.  At  prefent  there  is  a  vaft  change  in  the  face  of  affairs  in 
thefe  parts  of  the  world,  which  has  confequently  produced  a  change  in  the  notions  and 
fentiments  of  thofe  who  are  fettled  there,  and  ought  likewife  to  produce  a  change  in 
our  conduft.  The  principal  point  in  this  change  is,  the  furprizing  growth  of  the 
French  power  in  America,  from  whence  we  have  had  many  warnings  given  us,  which 
certainly  were  not  received  with  fo  much  attention  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  If  we 
had  confidered,  that  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  when  France  had  very  little  trade, 
and  her  colonies  were  of  no  great  confequence,  (he  was  almoft  a  match  for  all  Europe 
befide,  and  that  too  when  the  maritime  powers  were  in  their  moft  flourifliing  condition  ; 
we  might  have  eafily  forefeen  to  what  a  height  her  power  would  increafe  with  the  help 
of  colonies  and  commerce  ;  but  either  we  did  not  forefee  it,  or  we  fuftered  ourfelves  to 
be  fo  much  taken  up  with  nearer  objefts,  that  we  did  not  fufficiently  provide  againfl  an 
evil,  which  of  all  others  we  ought  moft  to  apprehend. 

The  very  thing  that  has  hitherto  hindered  us  from  conceiving  as  we  ought  to  do  of 
our  danger  in  this  refpefl:,  would  have  convinced  us  moft  fully,  if  we  had  viewed  it  on 
the  right  fide,  and  reafoned  upon  it  as  became  us.  If  we  find  that  in  conjundlion  with 
the  greateft  powers  upon  the  continent,  we  have  not  been  able  for  fifty  years  paft,  to  fet 
any  bounds  to  the  ambition  of  France  in  Europe,  what  limits  are  we  like  to  fet  to  her 
power  America,  when  it  comes  to  bear  any  proportion  there,  to  what  Ihe  has  attained 
here,  and  towards  which,  as  we  fee  fhe  has  already  made  large  ftrides  ? 

it  may  be  anfwered,  that  at  prefent  fhe  is  very  far  from  being  equal  to  us  in  flrength  in 
that  part  of  the  world  ;  that  the  colonies  are  very  apt  to  think  themfelves  in  danger, 
long  before  they  are  fo  ;  and  that  if  their  fears  were  really  fo  great  as  they  would  fome- 
times  reprefent  them,  as  they  have  a  force  fufficient,  it  is  fcarce  to  be  doubted  that 
they  would  at  length  find  a  will  to  help  and  relieve  themfelves.  We  may  anfwer  to 
this,  that  if  the  French  had  a  power  in  America,  in  any-degree  approaching  ours,  our 
care  might  probably  come  too  late,  efpecially  confidering  the  great  change  that  has 
happened  there,  where,  inftead  of  having  all  the  world  for  allies,  we  have  hardly  fo  much 
as  a  friend  in  appearance,  the  Spaniards  being  become  friends  to  France,  and  the  Dutch 
having  neither  force,  nor  perhaps  inclination  to  affift  us.  The  nature  of  their  govern- 
ment alfo,  though  it  makes  their  fubjeds  lefs  happy,  makes  their  colonies  more  for- 
midable, and  enables  the  prince  to  proteft  them  more  etfeftually,  and  to  grant  them  from 
lime  to  time  greater  encouragements  ;  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  they  have  overcome 
fo  many  difficulties,  or  that  the  trade  of  the  French  iflands  fliould  be  fo  much  more  con- 
fiderable  now  than  it  was  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  We  may  be  likewife  fure  of  this,  that 
the  more  their  trade  increafes,  the  more  it  vnll  be  encouraged ;  becaule  the  French 
miniftry  pay  a  particular  regard  thereto  ;  and  as  we  have  already  fliewn  in  our  hiftory 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  they  are  never  wanting  to  fuch  as  are  not  wanting  to  them- 
felves ;  but  from  the  great  principle  of  promoting  the  grandeur  of  France,  yield  all  the 
affiftance  they  can  to  what  they  vifibly  perceive  will  increafe  the  wealth  and  augment 
the  naval  power  of  the  kingdom. 

As  to  the  apprehenfions  of  the  colonics,  time  has  fliewn  they  are  but  too  well  founded  ; 
our  fettlements  upon  the  continent  are  in  a  manner  furrounded  by  them  ;  the  corref- 
pondence  between  Canada  and  Louvifiana  is  in  fome  meafure  fettled  ;  and,  though  a 
great  length  of  time  may  be  neceifary  to  perfcft  the  dcfigns  they  may  have  formed  on 
that  fide,  yet  if  we  do  not  interpofe,  as  indeed  we  might  eafily  do,  they  will  be  fome 
time  or  other  perfeded,  and  then  we  ftiall  find  our  circumftances  very  uneafy.  This  to 
every  man  who  will  but  turn  his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjcd,  mull  appear  very  plain  and 
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very  certa'n  ;  we  fliould  not  therefore  wonder  that  thofe  who  both  fee  and  feel  it,  cxprefs 
themfelves  with  fonie  warmth  upon  this  topic  :  and  at  the  word,  our  colonies  had  better 
alarm  us  too  foon  than  flumber  themfelves,  and  fuffer  us  to  (lumber  till  it  is  too  late. 
The  French  have  already  a  great  power  in  the  iflands,  and  if  ever  they  fliould  become 
entirely  mailers  of  Hifpaniola,  which  we  know  not  how  foon  they  may,  the  effefts 
would  be  fatal  to  us.  We  have,  at  prefent,  no  idea  of  the  importance  of  that  ifland,  or 
at  leaft  no  adequate  idea  of  it  ;  becaufe  the  Spaniards,  who  are  poifeffod  of  the  greatefl 
part  of  it,  eitlier  from  their  lazinefs  or  their  weaknefs,  make  no  ufe  of  it ;  but  we 
fhould  find  it  quite  otherwife  if  the  whole  was  in  the  French  hands ;  and  tlierefore 
amongfl  all  our  guarantees,  it  would  be  very  right  to  have  a  general  guarantee  for  the 
Spanilh  dominions  in  the  Wefl:  Indies. 

As  to  our  colonies  helping  themfelves,  there  is  no  doubt  they  do  fo,  or  their  fituation 
would  be  very  bad.  We  hear  daily  of  great  things  done  by  their  privateers,  but 
our  fquadrons  perform  very  little ;  and  whoever  compares  the  exploits  done  by  the 
Buccaneers,  who  were  but  Welt  Indian  privateers,  with  what  has  been  done  by  regular 
naval  force,  would  fcarce  believe  they  were  of  the  fame  nation  :  men  of  war  in  their 
ports,  and  commodores  and  captains  on  fhore,  do  our  colonies  very  little  fervice ;  for 
they  neither  protect  our  own  trade,  nor  dillreis  that  of  the  enemy  ;  fo  that  whatever 
expence  this  may  create  to  us  we  ought  not  to  charge  it  upon  them.  If  any  expedition 
is  concerted  here,  we  find  the  people  in  Jamaica  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  ready  enough 
to  expend  both  their  treafure  and  their  blood  in  the  execution  of  it ;  and  in  cafe  of 
mifcarriages,  we  have  feldom  had  reafon  to  lay  the  blame  at  their  doors.  As  to  the 
northern  colonies,  we  have  known  them  do  fome,  and  attempt  many  great  things  ;  fo 
that  it  is  barbarous  to  accufethem  of  being  wanting  to  themfelves. 

The  truth  is,  we  want  a  proper  military  force  in  America ;  and  I  have  often 
wondered  that  fome  way  was  not  contrived  to  fend  our  half-pay  officers  thither ;  I  do 
not  mean  to  fend  them  thither  upon  half-pay ;  but  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  that  they 
fhould  have  whole-pay,  one  half  from  home,  and  the  other  raifed  there.  We  might 
likewife  make  it  worth  the  attention  of  our  invalids,  both  foldiers  and  feamen,  who,  if 
they  have  common  fenfe,  would  like  a  comfortable  eftablifhment  in  New  York,  Pen- 
fylvania,  or  Virginia,  with  their  wives  and  families,  full  as  well  as  an  apartment  in  any 
college,  or  being  cooped  up  in  our  garrifons,  or  in  the  Scilly  Iflands.  If  by  thefe,  or  by 
any  other  methods,  we  could  eflablifli  a  regular  military  force,  and  even  in  time  of 
peace  keep  the  men  fome  way  or  other  in  adion  and  difcipline,  our  colonies  would  be  a 
match  or  overmatch  for  the  F>ench,  as  experience  fliews  from  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
where  we  have  been  always  a  match,  and  once  an  over-match  for  the  Spaniards,  by 
mere  dint  of  military  difcipline,  though  we  had  but  a  very  handful  of  people. 

Thefe  are  things  that  demand  immediate  and  general  confideration.  Our  colonies 
were  always  of  great  confcquence,  but  they  are  now  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the 
nation  ;  for  at  leall  one  half  of  our  commerce  depends  upon  them,  as  the  whole  of  our 
ftrength  and  happinefs  depends  upon  it :  our  wealth  produces  liberty,  and  our  wealth 
was  produced  by  trade,  whatever  lefl^ens  that  will  therefore  effeft  thefe,  and  if  ever  it 
fhould  be  taken  away,  we  muft  certainly  feci  what  we  felt  before,  poverty  and 
arbitrary  power.  The  wifeft  ufe  therefore  that  we  can  make  of  wealth  while  we  have 
it  is  to  fecure  its  fources,  by  employing  our  fleet  in  that  part  of  the  world  where  their 
fuccefs  mufl;  be  attended  with  certain  and  immediate  advantages  :  for  dillreffing  the 
trade  of  the  French  mufl:  benefit  ours.  In  King  William's  war  we  had  Spain  for  an 
ally,  and  therefore  we  could  not  then  take  any  advantage  from  her  weaknefs.  In  the 
next  general  war  we  were  neither  her  friend  nor  foe ;  we  did  her  fome  hurt,  and  our- 
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felves  no  goo  J.  But  the  French  have  been  gainers  by  both  wars  ;  they  had  plundered 
the  Spaniards  in  the  firft  as  open  enemies ;  they  Itripped  them  of  their  money  in  tlie 
lafl:  by  being  pretended  friends.  In  the  prefent  war  we  have  done  pretty  well,  and  the 
French  have  perhaps  been  no  great  gainers  by  their  friendfliip  with  Spain.  This 
ought  to  teach  us  the  wifdom  of  living  with  that  nation  always  either  upon  the  bell 
terms  or  the  worft  ;  as  cordial  allies  or  as  open  enemies  ;  for  whenever  we  are  between 
both  of  thefe  we  are  furc  to  be  the  fulYerers,  and  the  French  and  Dutch  run  away 
with  all. 

It  is  our  bufmefs  therefore  to  continue  always  armed  in  this  part  of  the  world,  where 
we  have  a  fuperior  force,  and  where  we  fhoukl  be  ever  ready  to  exert  it,  not  againft 
innocent  and  inofFenfive  neighbours,  but  againft  falfe  friends  and  treacherous  allies.     If 
our  legal  trade  with  the  Spanifh  Weil  Indies  were  reftored  we  ought  to  make  it  our 
bufmefs  to  fee  that  it  be  a  legal  trade  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  nation  neither  gets  nor 
lofes,  while  the  fame  quantity  of  goods  are  difpofed  of  by  different  hands  ;  we  ought 
therefore  to  convince  the  crown  of  Spain,  that  we  can  treat,  and  mean  to  treat  them  wejl; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  we  fhould  fliew  them,  that  as  it  is  not  their  intereft  to  treat  us  ill, 
fo  it  is  not  our  nature  to  bear  it ;  illicit  trade  and  conventions  may  do  well  enough  for  a 
feeble  republic,  but  are  beneath  a  powerful  kingdom ;  that,  as  it  owes  its  power  to, 
ought  to   be  always  able  and  willing  to  protect  its  trade.     Such  are  the  fentiments 
which  ought  to  infpire  the  breads  of  Britifli  ftatefmen.     The  reft  of  the  world  are 
convinced  that  we  have  not  the  talents   of  negociation  ;  we  ought  therefore  to  con- 
vince them,  that  we  do  not  ftand   in  need  of  fuch  talents  ;  but  that  we  can  do  our 
bufmefs  without  them.     The  Dutch,  whatever  language  they  may  ufe  in  Europe,  have 
have  always  talked  in  this  tone  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  we  ought  to  ufe  it  in  the  Weft  j 
•while  our  power  is  great  there,  we  fliould  exert  and  hicreafe  it  ;  when  once  it  begins 
to  decline,  advice  will  come  too  late,  and  therefore  no  man  can  be  blamed  for  giving  it 
in  time,  whether  it  be  followed  or  not.     It  is  the  privilege  of  every  freeman  to  fpealc 
and  write  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  the  privilege  only  of  a  few  to  a6l ;  but  if 
the  former  excite,  and  the  latter  will  perform,  nothing  is  clearer,  than  that  our  country 
muft  be  ferved  ;  which  in  this  world  is  the  worthiefl  end  of  men,  and  therefore  what 
we  fhould  all  purfue. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  RISE,   PROGRESS,  AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE 

COLONY  OF  GEORGIA  ; 

WITH  THE  ATTEMPT  MADE  UPON  IT  BY  THE  SPANIARDS,  AND  THEIR 

TOTAL  DEFEAT. 

INTEUSPERSED    WITH    ORIGINAL    PAPERS. 

I .  An  introdiiclory  Account  of  the  Motives  which  gave  Rife  to  this  Deftgn  of  fettling  to 
the  South  of  Carolina,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Colony  propofcd. — 2.  A  large  Extra6l  of 
the  Charter  granted  by  his  prefent  Majcfiy,  for  incorporating  the  Trujices,  and  en- 
abling them  to  carrf  their  Dcjlgn  into  Execution. — 3.  The  Rcfolution  taken  by  the 
Trufiees  ivhcn  incorporated,  for  fecuring  Efiatcs  in  Lands  to  the  original  Planters  and 
their  Heirs  Male,  and  for  the  perpetual  Exchtfion  of  Negroes. —  4.  The  Jirfi  Colony 
fent  over  under  the  DireSlion  of  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq.  the  Town  of  Savannah  laid 
out,  and  the  frfi  Treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians, — 5.  The  Return  of  Mr.  Oglethorpe 
to  England  in  1734,  and  his  bringing  with  him  Totnochichi  and  other  Indians  ;  the 
A^s  prepared  by  the  Trufiees  for  the  Government  of  Georgia,  approved  by  the  Lords 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  ratified  by  his  Majcjly. — 6.  The  great  Embarkation  in. 
the  Tear  1735,  on  the  extraordinary  Grant  of  Twenty-five  thouf and  Pounds  by  Parlia' 
tnent,  grounded  upon  a  Memorial  from  South  Carolina  ;  with  a  Copy  of  that  Memorial. 
—7.  The  Hi/lory  of  the  Colony  farther  continued,  together  with  an  Account  of  the 
Improvement  made  therein,  and  Indulgencies  granted  to  the  Planters  by  the  Trufiees.— 
8.  The  fame  SubjcB  purfued  to  the  l^ear  1740,  and  a  Viczo  of  the  Number  of  People 
fent  over  by  the  TruJiecs,from  the  Time  their  Charter  was  granted  to  the  Clofe  of  that 
Tear. — 9.  A  Profped  of  the  Country  of  Georgia  as  it  is  now  fettled,  the  Number, 
Situation,  and  Importance  of  the  Towns,  Forts,  Si/'c.  ere8ed  there  ;  with  various  other 
Particulars. — 10.  The  Condition  of  the  People  in  this  Colony  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
War  with  Spain,  and  the  Refolution  taken  of  ailing  in  Conjunction  with  the  Caroliniansy 
cffenfivcly,  againji  the  Spaniards. — 11.  A  fuccind  Account  of  the  Expedition  againfi 
Fort  St.  Augufiin,  and  the  Confequences  of  that  Expedition. — 12.  The  Grand  Invafion 
en  that  Colony  by  the  whole  Force  of  New  Spain,  and  the  true  End  of  this  extraordinary 
Armament. — I'T^.The  total  and  wonderful  Defeat  of  that  great  Force  bv  his  Majc/ly's 
Forces,  under  the  Command  of  General  Oglethorpe. — 14.  The  Co?igratulatio/is  on  the 
News  of  this  important  and  deafive  Adion,  from  the  Governors  of  ourfeveral  Colonies,  t a 
General  Oglethorpe  ;  which  fhew  their  Scnfe  of  the  Confequences  of  this  happy  Repulfe. 
— 15.  The  prefent  State  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia  co>iftdered,  and  its  Importance  dcmoii- 
flrated,  as  a  Frontier  againji  the  French  and  Spaiiiards,  as  an  Afylum  for  difireffed 
Englifjmen,  and  foreign  Protejlants  ;  as  a  ncccff'ary  Means  for  maintaining  a  good  Cor- 
refpondence  with  all  the  Indian  Nations,  as  an  excellent  Support  to  the  Ijlands  cf  Jamaica 
and  Barbadoes,  and  as  a  Colony  from  whence  we  may  reafonably  expe6l  Silk,  Wine^ 
Pot-afhes,  'idc, 

I .  rr^HE  lad  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  point  of  fettlement,  and  of  which-  hitherto 

X     we   have    had   no  accurate  or  juil  account,  much  lefs  a  clear  and  authentic 

hiftory,  is  Georgia  j  of  which  I  intend  to  treat  with  as  much  perfpicuity  as  poffible,  that 

the 
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the  reader  may  apprehend  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  importance  of  its  fituation, 
the  motives  upon  which  it  was  fettled,  the  progrcfs  of  that  defign,  the  attempts  and 
difappointments  of  the  Spaniards,  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  there,  and  the  hopes 
that  we  may  rationally  entertain  as  to  its  fate  and  fuccefs.  This  is  certainly  a  very 
extenfive  plan;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  is  the  only  plan  upon  which  we  can  proceed,  in 
order  to  give  the  inquifitive  and  public-fpiritcd  reader,  a  true  notion  of  the  nature  and 
importance  of  this  new  fettlement  ;  which  is  undoubtedly  of  far  greater  confequence 
to  this  nation  than  hitherto  it  has  been  generally  conceived  to  be ;  and  therefore  fuch  a 
hiftory  as  we  propofe  will  be  equally  neceflary  and  entertaining  ;  neceflary,  as  it  eft'eftu- 
ally  compleats  the  hiftory  of  the  Britifli  America,  of  which  this  is  not  only  the  laft 
colony  in  point  of  time,  but  the  laft  alfo  in  refpetl  to  fituation,  inafmuch  as  it  extends 
as  far  fouthward  as  we  claim  any  right  to,  and  fills  up  entirely  the  difcoveries  of  the 
Cabots,  which  have  been  fo  often  mentioned  ;  entertaining,  as  it  confifts  almoft  wholly 
of  new  matter,  and  as  it  fliews  that  even  in  rhis  age,  when  luxury  and  all  its  attendants, 
feem  to  be  fo  firmly  eftabliftied  in  Europe,  a  fcheme  has  been  formed  for  erefting  in 
the  pleafanteft  and  moft  fruitful  part  of  North  America,  a  Britifti  fettlement,  upon  the 
trueft  principles  of  virtue,  induftry,  and  freedom,  which  cannot  fail  of  ftriking  firm 
and  deep  root,  and  of  flourifliing  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  do  honour  to  thofe  worthy, 
difinterefted,  and  public-fpirited  perfons  who  were  firll  concerned  in  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  this  defign,  and  by  whofe  hearty  and  vigorous  endeavours  it  has  been  fo  far  as  it 
is  carried  into  execution. 

In  order  to  proceed  regularly,  it  is  requifite  to  obferve,  that  about  fourteen  years  ago, 
when  this  nation  enjoyed  a  profound  peace,  and  when  there  appeared  no  juft  caufe  to 
apprehend  its  being  fpeedily  interrupted,  fome  perfons  of  great  diftinftion,  from  prin- 
ciples of  true  patriotifin,  and  love  to  mankind,  obferving  what  great  numbers  of  people 
there  were  in  thefe  kingdoms,  who  from  a  variety  of  misfortunes  and  untoward  acci- 
dents, found  themfelves  in  no  condition  of  fubfifting,  at  leaft  of  fubfifting  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  the  community,  which  is  the  fole  means  whereby 
a  number  of  people  become  a  blefling,  generoufly  turned  their  thoughts  towards  the 
means  of  employing  fuch  multitudes  of  diftreiTed  and  indigent  perfons  for  their  own 
and  the  public  good.  Thefe  fpeculations  produced  at  firft  fome  thoughts  of  improv- 
ing the  moft  northern  parts  of  our  plantations  on  the  Continent  of  America  ;  but 
upon  more  mature  reiieclion,  and  for  very  good  reafons,  they  changed  their  purpofes, 
and  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  fouth,  particularly  to  that  part  of  America  which 
makes  properly  our  frontier  towards  the  Spaniards  and  the  French,  and  which,  though 
within  the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Carolina,  as  defcribed  in  its  charter,  was  in 
reality  no  part  of  it,  as  not  being  at  all  fettled  ;  and  for  that  reafon  rather  a  burden 
than  an  advantage  to  the  province  to  which  it  belonged.  Upon  confining  their 
thoughts  to  this  country,  they  very  quickly  perceived,  that  though  it  had  been  fo  long 
negledcd,  it  was  neverthelefs  the  moll  valuable  part  of  ourpoffeilions  in  North  America, 
and  the  moft  capable  of  being  made  a  fruilfal,  populous,  and  ufeful  country,  though  at 
that  time  lying  entirely  wafte,  overgrown  with  vaft  woods,  which  gave  flicker  to  a 
few  Indians,  runaway  negroes,  and  other  banditti ;  aflbrding  great  advantages  to  the 
Spaniards  in  time  ot  war,  and  upon  the  extreniities  of  which  great  incroachments 
might  be  made  before  this  nation  could  have  proper  intelligence  of  them.  They  faw 
that  as  to  climate  and  fituation  no  country  could  claim  a  better,  that  it  extended  feventy 
miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  that  it  was  three  hundred  miles  from  the  midft  of  the 
coaft  to  the  Apalachian  mountains,  the  country  widening  all  the  way  ;  they  were  con- 
vinced that  when  u  little  open  and  cleared,  there  could  not  be  a  pleafunter  or  healthier 
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country  upon  the  face  of  the  globe ;  that  the  foil  would  prove  fruitful  and  eafy  to  be 
cukivated  ;  that  therefore  people  might  fubfill  there  upon  very  moderate  labour  ; 
which  circumftances  induced  them  to  think,  there  could  be  no  place  more  proper 
found  for  the  habitation  of  the  unhappy  people  before  mentioned. 

But  befides  thcfe  fentiments  of  private  pity,  they  were  influenced  likewife  by  motives 
of  public  utility.  They  forefaw  that  if  this  projeft  could  be  brought  to  bear,  it  would 
turn  vaflly  to  the  advantage  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  then  lately  purchafed  by  the 
crown,  by  providing  an  effedual  frontier  againil  the  Spaniards  and  the  French,  which 
they  had  hitherto  wanted,  and  of  the  want  of  which  they  had  loudly  complained  :  they 
judged  by  this  means,  that  new  alliances  might  be  contracted  with  the  Indians  ;  or  in 
cafe  that  could  not  be  effe£led,  the  new  colony  murt;  certainly  keep  them  in  awe,  and 
prevent  their  being  fo  terrible  as  within  a  few  years  before  they  had  been  to  the  people 
of  Carolina :  And  they  faw  juft  reafons  to  believe  that  this  new  colony,  when  eflablilhed, 
might  cultivate  many  rich  and  valuable  commodities  for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 
Thefe,  and  many  other  reafons  of  like  nature,  engaged  them  to  think  ferioufly  of 
bringing  fo  compaflionate,  fo  prafticable,  and  fo  ufeful  a  projeft  to  bear  ;  in  order  to 
which  they  found  it  necelfary  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  crown  for  fufficient  powers,  to 
enable  them  to  fet  this  undertaking  on  foot.  They  did  fo,  and  received  all  the 
countenance  and  encouragement  they  could  defire  or  expeft,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  extrafl:  from  the  inflrument  by  which  they  were  incorporated,  and  fo  put  Into 
a  condition  of  legally  executing  what  they  had  fo  charitably  projedled. 

2.  "  His  Majefty  King  George  II.  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of 
June  1732,  reciting,  amongft  other  things,  that  many  of  his  poor  fubjefts  were,  through 
misfortunes,  and  want  of  employment,  reduced  to  great  neceffities,  and  would  be  glad 
to  be  fettled  In  any  of  his  Majefty's  provinces  in  America ;  where,  by  cultivating  the 
lands  wafte  and  defolate,  they  may  not  only  gain  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  but  alfo 
llrengthen  his  Majefty 's  colonies,  and  Increafe  the  trade,  navigation,  and  wealth  of  his 
Majefly's  realms  ;  and  that  the  provinces  In  North  America  had  been  frequently 
ravaged  by  Indian  enemies,  more  efpeclally  that  of  South  Carolina,  whofe  fouthern 
frontier  continued  unfettled,  and  lay  open  to  the  neighbouring  favages ;  and  that  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  the  fald  poor  people,  and  to  proteft  the  fubjefts  of  South  Carolina, 
a  regular  colony  of  the  fald  poor  people  fhould  be  fettled  and  eflabllihed  in  the  fouthern 
frontiers  of  Carolina ;  and  for  the  confideratlons  aforefaid,  conftltute  a  corporation  by 
the  name  of  the  '  Truftees,  for  eftablifhing  the  colony  of  Georgia  In  America/  with 
capacity  to  purchafe  and  take  lands  ;  to  fue  and  to  be  fued  ;  to  have  a  common  feal, 
and  to  chufe  members  in  the  fald  corporation  on  the  third  Thurfday  in  March  yearly  ; 
with  reltrainlng  claufes,  that  no  member  of  the  faid  corporanon  fliould  have  any  falary, 
fee,  perqulfite,  benefit,  or  profit  whatfoever,  for  afting  therein  ;  or  fhould  have  any 
office,  place,  or  employment  of  profit  under  the  fald  corporation  ;  with  a  direftion  to 
the  fald  corporation,  every  year  to  lay  an  account  in  writing  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Chief  Jufllce  of  the  King's  Bench,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Chief  Juftlce  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  and  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  all  money  or  efteds 
by  them  received  or  expended,  for  carrying  on  the  good  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  with  a 
power  to  make  bye-laws,  conftitutlons,  orders,  and  ordinances  ;  and  granted,  amongfl 
other  things,  to  the  faid  corporation,  and  their  fuccelTors,  under  the  refervatlons  therein 
mentioned,  feven  undivided  parts,  (the  whole  into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided),  of  all 
thefe  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  fituate,  lying,  and  being,  in  that  part  of  South 
Carolina  in  America,  which  lies  from  the  moft  northernmoft  ftream  of  a  river  there, 
called  the  Savannah,  along  the  fea  coaft  to  the  fouthward,  unto  the  mofl  fouthern 
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ftream  of  a  certain  other  great  water  or  river,  called  the  Akitamaha,  and  weftward 
from  the  head  of  the  faid  rivers,  refpeftively  in  direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas.  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  fame  to  them,  the  faid  corporation,  and  their  fuccelTors  for  ever  ;  for 
the  better  fupport  of  the  faid  colony,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  four  fliillings  proclamation 
money  of  South  Carolina,  for  every  hundred  acres  of  the  faid  lands,  for  every  of  which 
the  faid  corporation  fhould  grant,  demife,  plant,  or  fettle,  but  not  to  commence  until 
ten  years  after  fuch  grant,  demife,  planting  or  fettling  ;  and  eredled  and  created  the  faid 
lands,  countries,  and  territories,  into  one  independant  and  feparate  province,  by  the 
name  of  Georgia;  and  made  the  inhabitants  who  fhould  refide  therein  free,  and  not 
fubjeft  to  any  of  the  laws,  orders,  ftatutes,  or  conflitutions  of  South  Carolina,  except 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  ;  and  autliorlztd  the  faid  corporation,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years,  from  the  date  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  to  form  and  prepare 
laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  for  the  government  of  the  faid  colony,  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  England  ;  to  be  prefented  under  their  common  feal  to  his 
Majefty  in  council,  for  his  approbation  or  difallowance ;  and  that  the  faid  laws  fo  ap- 
proved of,  fliould  be  in  full  force  and  virtue,  within  the  faid  province  ;  and  impowered 
the  faid  council  for  the  time  being  of  the  faid  corporation,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
to  difpofe  of,  expend,  and  apply  all  tlie  money  and  effects  belonging  to  the  faid  corpora- 
tion, and  to  make  contracts  for  carrying  on  and  eftefting  the  good  purpofes  therein 
intended ;  and  that  they  Ihould  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  treafurer,  fecretary,  and 
fuch  other  officers,  n^inifters,  and  fervants  of  the  faid  corporation,  as  they  ftiould  fee 
proper  for  the  good  management  of  their  affairs,  and  at  their  pleafure  to  remove  them, 
and  appoint  others  in  their  ftead  ;  and  that  they  lliould  appoint  reafonable  falaries,  per- 
quifites,  and  other  rewards  for  their  labour  or  fervices ;  and  that  fuch  officers  fhould  be 
fworn  before  they  a£t,  for  the  faithful  and  due  execution  of  their  refpeftive  offices  and 
places ;  and  declared  that  the  treafurer  and  fecretary  for  the  time  being,  fhould  be  in- 
capable of  being  members  of  the  faid  corporation  ;  and  granted  to  the  faid  corporation, 
that  it  fliould  be  lawful  for  them,  their  officers  and  agents,  to  tranfport  and  convey, 
into  the  faid  province,  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubjofts,  and  foreigners,  as  were  willing  to 
go  and  inhabit,  and  refide  there  ;  and  declared  all  perfons  born  within  the  faid  province, 
and  their  children,  and  their  pofterity,  to  be  free  denizens,  as  if  they  had  been  born 
within  any  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  ;  and  impowered  the  faid  common  council,  in  the 
name  of  the  corporation,  and  under  their  common  feal,  to  diftribute,  aflign,  transfer, 
and  fet  over  fuch  particular  portions  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
unto  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeiSts  and  others,  willing  to  live  In  the  fiiid  colony,  upon 
fuch  terms,  and  for  fuch  eftates,  and  upon  fuch  rents,  refervations,  and  comiitions,  as 
the  fame  might  lawfully  be  granted  ;  and  as  to  the  faid  common  council,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  fhould  feem  lit  and  proper,  provided  no  grant  fliould  be  made  of  any 
part  of  the  faid  lands,  unto,  or  in  truft  for,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  any  member  of  the 
faid  corporation  ;  and  that  no  greater  quantity  of  the  faid  lands  be  granted,  either 
entirely  or  in  parcels,  to,  or  to  the  ufe  of,  or  in  fruit  for,  any  one  perlbn,  than  five 
hundred  acres  ;  and  declared  that  all  grants  made  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  thereof,  fhall  be  abfolutely  null  and  void.  And  granted,  that  the  faid  corpo- 
ration, for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  from  the  date  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  lliould 
have  power  to  ereft  and  confiitute  judicatures,  and  courts  of  record,  or  other  courts  to 
be  held  in  his  Majefty's  name,  for  the  hearing  !uid  determining  all  manner  of  crimes, 
offences,  pleas,  procelTes,  plaints,  aftions,  matters,  caufai?,  and  things  whatfoevcr  arifmg 
or  happening  within  the  faid  province,  or  between  perlbns  inhabiting  or  refiding  there ; 
and  for  awaj-ding  and  making  out  executions  thereupon,  and  directing  the  faid  corpo- 
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ration  to  reglfter,  or  caufe  to  be  reo^iltered,  all  leafes,  grants,  plantings,  conveyances, 
Iftllcments  and  improvements  whatibever,  as  (hould  at  anytime  be  made  of  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  witliin  the  faid  province  ;  and  yearly  to  tranfmit  authentic 
accounts  thereof,  unto  the  auditor  of  the  plantations,  or  his  deputy,  and  to  the  furveyor 
of  SouthCaroHna,  to  infpcft  and  furvey  the  fame,  to  afcertain  the  quit-rents,  which  fhould 
become  due  according   to  the  rclervation  before  mentioned.     But  not  to  liave  or  take 
any  gratuity,  fee,  or  reward,  for  fuch  furvey  or  infpeftion,  on  forfeiture  of  their  office ; 
with  a  provifo  that  all  leafes,  grants,  and  conveyances,  to  be  made  of  any  lands  within 
the  laid  province,  or  a  memorial  containing  the  fubftance  thereof,  fiiould  be  regiflered 
with  the  auditors  of  the  plantations,  within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof  ;  otherwife 
that  the  fame  fliould  be  void.     And  direftcd,  that  all  rents,  ifliies,  or  profits,  whicli 
Ihould  come  to  the  faid  corporation,  iffuing  or  arifing  out  of  or  from  the  laid  province, 
fliould  be  laid  out  and  applied  in  fuch  manner,  as  would  mofl;  improve  and  enlarge  the 
faid  colony,  and  beft  anfwer  the  good  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  and  for  defraying 
all  other  charges  about  the  fam»e.     And  diredled  the  faid  corporation,  from  time  to 
time,  to  give  in  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and  to  the  commiflioners  of  trade  and 
plantations,  accounts  of  the  progrefs  of  the  faid  colony.     And  direfted  that  the  faid 
common  council  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  faid  term  of  twenty-one  years,  from 
the  date  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  have  power  to  appoint  all  fuch  governors,  judges, 
magiltrates,  miniiters,  and  officers,  civil  and  military,  both  by  fea  and  land,  within  the 
faid  diflrift,  as  they  fliould  think  fit  and  needful  for  the  government  of  the  faid  colony, 
(except  fuch  officers  as  fliould  be  appointed  for  managing,  collefting,  and  receiving 
fuch  of  his  Majefty's  revenues  as  fliould  arife  within  the  faid  province),  with  a  provifo 
that  every  governor  fo  appointed,  Ihould  be  approved  by  his  Majefly,  and  qualify  him- 
felf  as  other  governors  in  America  are  by  law  required  to  do,  and  give  fecurity  for 
obfcrving  the  afts  of  parliament  relating  to  trade  and  navigation,  and  obeying  all  in- 
ftruftions  from  his  Majefty,  or  any  acting  under  his  authority,  purfuant  to  the  faid  a£l:s. 
And  granted,  that  the  faid  corporation,  for  the  faid  term  of  twenty-one  years,  from  the 
date  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  fhould  have  power  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer, 
for  that  purpofe  appointed,  to  train,  intrull,  exercife,  and  govern  a  militia  for  the 
fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  the  faid  colony,  to  aflemble  in  martial  array  ;  and  put  in 
warlike  pofture  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colony  ;  and  in  time  of  aftual  war,  invafion, 
or  rebellion,  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  law  martial,  and  alfo  to  ereft  forts,  and  fortify  any 
place  within  the  faid  colony  ;  and  the  fame  to  furnifh  with  all  neceffary  ammunition, 
provifion,  and  ftores  of  war,  for  offence  and  defence,  and  from  time  to  time  to  commit 
the  cuflody  and  government  of  them  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  to  them  fhould  feem 
meet ;  declaring  that  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  South  Carolina,  fhould 
have  the  chief  command  of  the  militia  of  Georgia,  and  that  they  fliould  obferve  his 
orders.     And  granted,  that  the  faid  corporation  fhould  have  power  to  import  and  ex- 
port their  goods,  at  and  from  any  fort  or  ports  that  fhould  be  appointed  by  his  Majefly, 
within  the  faid  province,  for  that  purpofe,  without  being  obliged  to  touch  at  any  other 
port  in  South  Carolina.     And  declared,  that  after  the  end  of  the  faid  twenty-one  years, 
fuch  form  of  governm.ent,  and  making  of  laws  and  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  for  the 
government  of  the  faid  province,  and  its  inhabitants,  fliould  be  eftabliflied  and  obferved 
within  the  fame,  as  his  Majefty,  his  h^irs  and  fucceffors,  fhould  ordain  and  appoint,  and 
fhould  be  agreeable  to  law  ;  and  that  after  the  end  of  the  faid  twenty-one  years,  the 
governor,  and  all    officers,  civil    and  military,  within  the  faid  province,  fhould   be 
appointed  by  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors." 
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3.  As  foon  as  they  had  obtained  this  gracious  and  extenfive  charter,  the  following 
noble  and  honourable  perfons  undertook,  in  quality  of  truftees,  to  engage  vigorouily  in 
the  execution  of  this  defign,  viz,  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  John  Lord  Vifcount 
Percival,  fince  created  Earl  of  Egmont,  John  Lord  Vifcount  Tyrconnel,  James  Lord 
Vifcount" Lvmerick,  George  Lord  Carpenter,  Edward  Digby,  Efq.  James  Oglethorpe, 
Efq.  George  Hoathcote,  Efq.  Thomas  Tower,  Efq.  Robert  More,  Efq.  Robert 
Hucks,  Efq.  William  Sloper,  Efq.  Francis  Eyles,  Efq.  John  Laroche,  Efq.  James 
Vernon,  Efq.  Stephen  Hales,  A.  M.  Richard  Chandler,  Efq.  Thomas  Frederick,  Efq. 
Henry  L'Apoflre,  Efq.  William  Heathcoate,  Efq.  John  White,  Efq.  Robert  Kendal, 
Efq.  Richard  Bundy,  D.  D.  Their  firfl  care  was  to  obtain  a  fund  fuificient  for  the 
fending  over  a  confiderable  number  of  people,  and  providing  them  with  all  kinds  of 
neceflaries,  towards  which  they  fubfcribed  liberally  themfelves  ;  obtained  confvderable 
films  by  way  of  colledion  from  well-difpofed  people,  and  had  befides  a  grant  from  the 
parliament  of  io,oool. 

They  next  turned  their  thoughts,  as  to  the  mofl;  proper  method  of  fettliilg  thefe 
people,  when  fent  over  to  Georgia,  fo  as  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  live  comfortably 
themfelves,  and  at  the  fame  time  anfwer  all  the  ends  for  which  they  were  fent  thither  ; 
it  being  judged  highly  reafonable,  that  thofe  who  were  thus  provided  for,  at  the  public 
expence,  Ihould  be  made  in  every  refpeft,  as  ufeful  to  the  public  as  poffible.  They 
refolved  therefore  to  confider  each  inhabitant  in  a  double  capacity,  as  a  planter,  and  as 
a  foldier,  who  were  confequently  to  be  provided  with  arms  tor  their  defence,  as  well  as 
tools  for  the  cultivation  of  their  land,  and  taught  the  exercife  of  both.  They  alfo 
refolved,  that  upon  the  firfl  fettling  of  this  colony,  towns  fliould  be  laid  out,  and  lands 
allotted  to  each  of  them  for  their  maintenance,  as  near  thofe  towns  aspoflible;  that  the 
former  might  ferve  for  their  defence,  and  the  latter  for  their  fubfillence.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  refolutions,  it  was  agreed  that  every  lot  or  portion  of  land,  fliould 
confift  of  fifty  acres  ;  and  that  it  fhould  be  granted  them  in  tail  male,  as  the  propereft 
tenure  for  the  colony  in  its  infancy,  and  the  fitted  to  preferve  it  from  thofe  inconve- 
niences to  which  it  was  mod  obnoxious  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  any  hardfliips  that  might 
arife  from  this  tenure,  they  determined  to  remedy  them  occafionally,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  condition  of  the  colony  fliould  render  an  alteration  ncceifary. 

They  likewife  deternihied  to  prohibit  negroes,  the  ufe  of  them  feeming  abfolutely 
inconfiitent  with  the  defign  of  this  colony,  and  befides  this,  in  many  refpe(^s  incon- 
venient and  dangerous.  Inconvenient,  as  the  firfl  cofl  of  a  negro  is  about  thirty  pounds  ; 
a  fum,  that  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  many  of  the  people  fent  to  Georgia  could  lay  out 
for  themfelves  ;  nor  was  it  fit  that  the  trullees  fhould  do  it  for  them,  fince  this  would 
pay  the  paflage,  provide  tools,  and  defray  the  expence  of  a  white  man's  fubfiflence  for 
a  year,  who  would  then  become  a  fecurity  to  the  province.  It  was  forefeen,  that  if  a 
white  man  kept  a  negro,  he  would  be  lefs  willing  and  lefs  able  to  labour  hinifelf.  If 
fuch  as  were  in  circumftances  to  go  over  at  their  own  expence,  were  allowed  to  make 
ufe  of  negroes,  it  was  judged  that  this  would  difpirit  the  poor  planters,  would  incline 
fuch  as  were  poflfeffed  of  negroes  to  abfent  themfelves,  as  in  other  provinces ;  might 
enable  them,  if  fuccefsful,  to  cat  up  and  opprefs  their  poorer  neighbours  ;  or  tempt 
them,  if  unfuccefsful,  to  mortgage  or  fell  their  lands  to  the  negro  merchants.  Thefe 
were  apparent  and  great  inconveniences,  but  the  dangers  were  flill  more  numerous  and 
more  certain.  In  the  firfl  place,  it  was  evident  that  as  the  planters  in  Georgia  were  to 
be  fent  over  with  their  families,  if  negroes  were  allowed,  whenever  the  men  were  abfent 
from  their  plantations  upon  any  duty,  their  wives  and  children  would  be  at  the  mercy 
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of  thefe  negroes  ;  and   thus,  befides  the  cafe  of  fecuring  themfelvcs  againft  foreign 

invafions,  they  would  be  likewife   under  a  necefTity  of  providing  for  their  domeRic 

fafety.     In  the  next  place,  it  was  forefeen  that  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Auguflin  would  be 

continually  inticing  away  the  negroes,  or  inciting  them  to  infurreftions  ;  the  former  of 

which  would  have  been  very  eafy,  as  they  had  only  a  fmall  river  or  two  to  fwim  over, 

which  they  might  do  fmgly  as  well  as  in  parties  ;  the  latter  was  fo  much  the  more  to  be 

dreaded,  as  an  attempt  or  two  of  this  kind  mud  have  greatly  difcouraged,  if  not  totally 

fubverted,  the  Engliih  colony  ;  and  the  certainty  of  thefe  evils  was  the  greater,  becaufe 

in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  the  Spaniards  had  praftifed  both  in  regard  to  the  colony 

of  South  Carolina,  though  at  a  greater  diftance,  from  whence  negroes  had  often  fled  in 

little  boats  to  the  Spaniards,  and  been  proteded  ;  and  they  have  likewife  been  incited 

to  rife  in  large  bodies,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  the  no  fmall  hazard 

of  the  lofs  of  that  province ;  befides,  the  allowing  negroes  in  Georgia,  would  have 

facilitated  the  defertion  of  the  Carolina  negroes,  through  this  new  province  ;  and  con- 

fequently  the  colony,  inltcad  of  proving,  as  it  was  intended,  a  frontier,  and  thereby 

adding  ftrength  to  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  would  have  proved  a  means  of 

drawing  away  their  flaves,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  planters  ;  and  which  was  much 

worfe,  would  add  thereby  to  the  ftrength  of  their  enemies  at  St.  i^uguftin.     So  that 

taking  thefe  confiderations  together,  viz.  that  wine,  filk,  pot-afhes,  and  other  produces, 

which  were  expefted  from  the  new  colony,  did  not  at  all  require  negroes  ;  as  the 

introduclion  of  them  fo  near  to  a  garrifon  of  the  Spaniards,  would  weaken,  rather  than 

ftrengthen,  the  barrier  ;  and  as  they  would  introduce  with  them  a  greater  propensity  to 

idlenefs   among    the    planters,    and    too    great  an  inequality  among  the  people ;    it 

was  thought  proper  to  make  the  prohibition  of  them  a  fundamental  article  of  the 

conflitution. 

When  the  truftees  had  made  thefe  difpofitions,  and  were  enabled,  by  benefadtlons 
from  the  public,  and  feveral  private  perfons,  on  the  3d  of  Oftober  1732,  it  was  refolved 
to  fend  over  one  hundred  and  fourteen  perfons,  men,  woifien,  and  children,  being 
fuch  as  were  in  decayed  circumflances,  and  thereby  difabled  from  following  any  bufinefs 
in  England  ;  and  who,  if  in  debt,  had  leave  from  their  creditors  to  go ;  and  fuch  as 
were  recommended  by  the  minifter  and  church-wardens,  and  overfeers  of  their  refpec- 
tive  pariflies  ;  and  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq.  one  of  the  truftees  went  with  them  at  his  own 
expence,  to  fettle  them.     On  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  the  people  were  all  exa- 
mined, whether  any  of  them  had  any  objections  to  the  terms  and  conditions  propofe4 
to  them,  which  they  all  declared  they  had  not,  but  that  they  were  fully  fatisfied  with 
them ;  and   executed  articles   under   their  hands  and   feals,  teftifying  their   confents 
thereto,  which  are  now  in  the  public  office  belonging  to  the  truftees.     But  four  of  them 
defiring  their  daughters  might  inherit  as  well  as  their  fons,  and  that  their  widow's 
dower  might  be  confidered,  the  truftees  immediately  refolved,  that  every  perfon  who 
fhould  defire  the  fame,  ftiould  have  the  privilege  of  naming  a  fucceflbr  to  the  lands 
granted  to  him  ;  who,  in  cafe  the  pofleftbr  fliould  die  without  iffue  male,  ftiould  hold 
the  fame  to  them  and  their  heirs  male  for  ever  ;  and  that  the  widows  fhould  have  their 
thirds,  as  in  England  ;  with  which  refolution  the  people  being  all  acquainted,  were  very 
well  fatisfied. 

The  truftees  prepared  forms  of  government,  agreeable  to  the  powers  given  them  by 
the  charter  ;  they  eftabliftied  under  their  feal  a  court  of  judicature,  for  trying  caufes,  as 
well  criminal  as  civil,  in  the  town  of  Savannah,  (the  name  which  was  given  to  the  tirft 
town  to  be  raifed),  by  the  name  and  ftile  of  the  Town  Court.  They  alfo  appointed 
raagiftrates  thercj  viz.  three  baihfi's  and  a  recorder,  and  inferior  officers,  viz.  two  con- 
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ftables  and  two  tvtliing  men.  They  chofe  for  magiftrates,  fuch  as  appeared  to  them, 
the  moft  prudent  and  difcreet  ;  but  amongft  a  number  of  people,  who  were  all  upon  a 
level  at  the  firft  fetting  out,  it  was  impofTible  to  make  any  choice  or  diftinftion,  which 
would  not  create  fome  futui'e  uneafinefs  among  them.  As  I  have  no  relation  to,  or 
connexion  with,  the  truflees  of  Georgia,  I  fliall  take  the  liberty  of  making  fome 
remarks  upon  their  proceedings,  which  otherwife  I  fliould  not  have  thought  becoming 
either  them  or  me.  The  fcheme  of  their  incorporation  is  entirely  new,  as  was  the  projcft 
of  Mr.  Oglethorpe's  going  over  at  his  own  expencc,  and  purely  to  fee  the  people  put 
into  a  way  of  living  without  him,  whom  he  had  extricated  out  of  fo  many  difficulties, 
and  who,  but  for  this  condefcenfion  in  h.im,  mufl  have  fallen  back  into  thofe  difficulties 
again.  The  attempts  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  for  fettling  of  Virginia,  were  of  this 
nature  with  refpefl:  to  him  ;  that  is  to  fay,  what  he  did  was  from  a  motive  of  public 
fpirit  ;  but  what  the  Virginia  company  did,  was  from  a  principle  of  gain ;  whereas  this 
whole  defign  rofe  from  the  charitable  and  beneficent  difpofition  of  a  few  worthy 
and  good  men,  and  has  been  hitherto  conducted  according  to  the  fame  difpofition, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  and  of  the  public  ;  and  from  no  other  view  or  interefliin 
the  truftees,  but  the  making  themfelves  happy  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  well  doing  j 
w'hich  at  the  fame  time  that  it  reflefts  reputation  upon  them,  does  the  higheft  honour 
to  this  age  and  country,  in  which  the  defire  I  have  to  have  fome  fmall  Ihare,  produced 
the  pains  taken  in  this  chapter,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  will,  like  its  fubjeft,  prove  of 
great  «tility  to  the  public. 

4.  On  the  1 5th  of  November  Mr.  Oglethorpe  fet  out  for  Gravefend,  from  whence 
he  foon  failed  for  Carolina,  where  they  arrived  on  the  15th  of  January  following,  and 
were  received  at  Charles  Town  by  the  Governor,  with  great  kindnefs  and  civility  ;  who 
ordered  Mr.  Middleton,  the  King's  pilot,  to  carry  the  fliip  into  Port  Royal,  and  fmall 
craft  to  convey  the  colony  from  thence  to  the  river  Savannah.  In  ten  hours  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  Royal.  On  the  1 8th  Mr.  Oglethorpe  went  afirore  upon  French's  Ifland, 
and  left  a  guard  upon  John's,  being  a  point  of  that  ifland,  which  commands  the  channel, 
and  is  about  half  way  between  Beaufort  and  the  river  Savannah.  They  had  orders  to 
prepare  huts,  for  the  reception  of  the  people  in  their  paflage  from  thence.  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe went  to  Beaufort  Town,  and  was  faluted  with  a  difcharge  of  the  artillery,  and 
had  a  new  Barrack  fitted  up,  where  the  colony  landed  on  the  20th,  and  were  chearfully 
aflifl;ed  by  Lieutenant  "W'ats  and  Enfign  Farrington,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  inde- 
pendent company  ;  as  alfo  by  Mr.  Ledebar,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  ; 
from  thence  he  went  to  view  the  Savannah  river,  and  pitched  upon  a  convenient  fpot  of 
ground,  ten  miles  up  the  river,  on  which  he  defigned  to  build  a  town.  The  reader  will 
obferve  that  this  was  exaSly  agreeable  to  the  refolutions  taken  by  the  truflees  at  home  ; 
and  as  there  was  no  time  lofl:  in  fixing  upon  the  place,  fo  on  the  9th  of  February  the 
town  was  marked  out,  and  the  firft  houfe  begun. 

The  chief  reafons  that  determined  Mr.  Oglethorpe  in  the  choice  of  this  place  were, 
health,  pleafure,  and  conveniency.  Before  his  arrival  in  the  country,  it  had  the  name 
of  :m  Indian  nation,  viz.  Yammacraw,  who  inhabited  here,  under  the  command  of  the 
chief,  Tomochichi,  and  who  readily  gave  them  place,  and  entered  into  a  clofc  friendfliip 
with  him  ;  fo  much  the  more  agreeable  to  both  parties,  as  there  was  no  other  Indian 
nation  within  fifty  miles.  But  Mr.  Oglethorpe  called  the  town  by  the  name  of  the 
River  Savannah.  It  lies,  according  to  Captain  Gafcoign's  obfervations,  in  the  latitude 
of  31  degrees  i;8  minutes,  which  he  took  of  Tybce,  an  ifland  that  lies  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Savannah  River.  It  is  diftant  from  Charles  Town  fouth-weft,  according  to  the 
courfe  and  windings  of  the  rivers  and  creeks,  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  but 
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by  a  direiEt  courfe  feventy-feven,  allowing;  Sullivan's  Ifland  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  32 
degrees  47  minutes  ;  from  Auguflin  norLh-eaft  and  by  eafl  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  ;  and  by  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  is  diflant  from  Fort  Moore  three  hundred  miles  ; 
but  upon  a  direfl:  line  but  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  north-weft  and  by  weft  ;  this 
bluff  is  diftant  ten  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  the  fouth  fide  ;  and  Parr^'f- 
burgh  is  twenty-four  miles  above  it^  on  tiie  north,  and  is  fo  fituated  as  to  have  a 
beautiful  profpetl,  both  up  and  down  the  river.  It  is  very  fandy  and  barren,  and 
confequently  a  wholefome  place  for  a  town  or  city,  if  Savannah  fliould  ever  grow  up 
and  rival  Philadelphia. 

After  puttinc^  things  into  order  here,  and  affigning  every  man  his  proper  ftation  and 
employment,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  in  company  with  Colonel  Bull,  who  came  from  Charles 
Town  to  pay  him  a  vilit,  and  teftified  great  fatisfadion  at  the  progrefs  they  made,  fet  out 
for  Charles  Town  to  folicit  fuccours  for  his  colony.  Before  we  take  notice  of  the 
.fuccefs  he  met  with  on  that  occafion,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  tranfcribe  a  paragraph 
from  the  South  Carolina  Gazette,  dated  Charles  Town,  March  22d,  1732,  in  which 
there  is  an  account  given  of  the  journey  to  Georgia,  which  will  fhew  the  fentiments  of 
the  people  of  that  colony,  at  a  time  when  they  were  freed  from  all  prejudices,  appre- 
henfions,  and  prepotrelTions.  After  defcribing  the  town  in  the  manner  we  have  done, 
they  fay,  "  When,  ihey,  that  is  the  new  colony,  arrived,  there  was  Handing  on  it,  viz. 
the  place  where  the  town  now  ftands,  a  great  quantity  of  the  belt  forts  of  pines,  moft 
of  which  are  already  cut  down  on  the  fpot  where  the  town  is  laid  out  to  build..  The 
land  is  barren  about  a  mile  back,  when  you  come  into  very  rich  ground  ;  and  on  both 
fides,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  town,  is  choice  good  planting  land.  Colonel 
Bull  told  me  that  he  had  been  fevcn  miles  back,  and  found  it  extraordinary  good. 
Mr.  Oglethorpe  is  indefatigable,  takes  a  vaft  deal  of  pains  ;  his  fare  is  but  indifferent, 
having  little  elfe  at  prefent  but  fait  provifions  :  he  is  extremely  well  beloved  by  all  his 
people.  The  general  title  they  give  him  is  Father.  If  any  of  them  arc  fick,  he  imme- 
diately vifits  them,  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  care  of  them.  If  any  diflerences  arife,  he 
is  the  perfon  -that  decides  them  :  two  happened  while  I  was  there,  and  in  my  prefence, 
and  all  the  parties  went  away,  to  outward  appearance,  fatisfied  and  contented  with  his 
determination.  He  keeps  a  ftrifl:  difcipline  ;  I  never  faw  one  of  his  people  drunk  nor 
heard  one  fwear,  all  the  time  I  was  there.  He  does  not  allow  them  rum,  but  in  lieu 
gives  them  Englifh  beer.  It  is  furprifmg  to,  fee  how  chearfully  the  men  go  to  work, 
confidering  they  have  not  been  bred  to  it.  There  are  no  idlers  there,  even  the  boys 
and  girls  do  their  parts.  There  are  four  houfes  already  up,  but  none  finifhed  ;  and  he 
hopes  wh^n  he  has  got  more  fawyers,  which  I  fuppofe  he  will  have  in  a  fhort  time,  to 
finifh  two  houfes  in  a  week.  He  has  plowed  up  fome  land,  part  of  which  he  fowed 
with  wheat,  which  is  come  up,  and  looks  promifing.  He  has  two  or  three  gardens, 
which  he  has  fowed  with  divers  forts  of  feeds  ;  and  planted  thyme,  with  other  forts  of 
pot-herbs,  fage,  leeks,  fcallions,  celery,  liquorice,  &c,  and  feveral  forts  of  fruit  trees. 
He  was  pallifading  the  town,  and  inclofing  fome  part  of  the  common,  which  I  do  fup- 
pofe may  be  finifiied  in  a  fortnight's  time.  In  fhort,  he  has  done  a  vaft  deal  of  work  for 
the  time  ;  and  I  think  his  name  ought  to  be  immortalized." 

This  fufficiently  (hews  how  well  pleafed  the  people  at  Carolina  were,  as  indeed  they 
had  reafon  to  be,  with  this  new  fettlement ;  as  a  further  teftimony  of  which,  not  only 
the  affembly,  but  the  people  in  general,  contributed  largely  to  the  affiftance  of  the  new 
comers  ;  five  hundred  pounds  of  whicli  money  Mr.  Oglethorpe  laid  out  immediately  in 
cattle,  and  having  given  other  directions  for  providing  at  Charles  Town  what  his  people 
might  have  occafion  for,  he  very  fpeedily  fet  out  on  his  return  from  Savannah,  and  on 

his 
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his  way  lay  at  Colonel  Bull's  houfe  on  Afhly  River.  There  the  Reverend  Mr.  Guy, 
Reftor  of  St.  John's  Parifh,  waited  on  him,  and  told  him  his  parllhioners  had  raifed  a 
handfome  contribution.  Being  arrived  at  Savannah,  he  found  that  Mr.Wiggan,  the 
interpreter,  with  the  chief  men  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  had  been  to  treat  of  an 
alliance  with  the  new  colony.  The  Lower  Creeks  are  a  nation  of  Indians,  who  formerly 
confifled  of  ten,  but  now  are  reduced  to  eight,  tribes,  who  have  each  their  different 
government,  but  are  allied  together,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language.  They  claim  from 
the  Savannah  River  as  far  as  St.  Auguftin  and  up  Flint  River,  which  falls  into  the  bay 
of  Mexico.  Tomochichi,  Mico,-and  the  Indians  of  Yammacraw  were  of  the  Creek 
nation  and  language. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  received  the  Indians  in  one  of  the  new  houfes.  They  were  as  follows: 
From  the  tribe  of  Coweeta,  Yahan  Lakee,  their  King  or  Mico,  Effaboo,  their  warrior, 
the  fon  of  Old  Brim,  lately  dead  ;  whom  the  Spaniards  called  Emperor  of  the  Creeks, 
with  eight  men  and  two  women  attendants.  From  the  tribe  of  Cuffetas,  Cuffeta,  their 
Mico,  Tatchiquatchi,  their  head  warrior,  with  four  attendants.  From  the  tribe  of 
Owfeecheys,  Ogeefe,  the  Mico  or  War  King  ;  Neathlouthko  and  Ougachi  two  chief 
men,  with  three  attendants.  From  the  tribe  of  Cheechaws,  Outhleteboa,  their  Mico, 
Thlautho-thlukee,  Figeer,  Sootamilla,  War  Captains,  with  three  attendants.  From 
the  tribe  of  Echetas,  Chutabeeche  and  Robin,  two  War  Captains,  (the  latter  was  bred 
among  the  Englifli),  with  four  attendants.  From  the  tribe  of  Polachucolas,  Gillattee, 
their  Head  Warrior,  and  five  attendants.  From  the  tribe  of  Oconas,  Oueekachumpa, 
called  by  the  Englifli  Long  King,  Koowoo,  a  Warrior.  From  the  tribe  of  Eufaule, 
Tomaumi,  Head  Warrior,  and  three  attendants. 

The  Indians  being  all  feated,  Oueekachumpa,  a  very  tall  old  man,  flood,  and  made 
a  fpeech,  which  was  interpreted  by  Mr.  Wiggan  and  Mr.  Mufgrove,  and  was  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  He  firfl;  claimed  all  the  lands  to  the  fouthward  of  the  River 
Savannah,  as  belonging  to  the  Creek  Indians.  They  then  faid,  though  they  were  but 
poor  and  ignorant,  he  that  had  given  the  Englilh  breath  had  given  them  breath  alfo. 
That  he  that  had  made  both  had  given  more  wifdom  to  the  white  men.  That 
they  were  perfuaded  that  the  great  power  which  dwelt  in  heaven,  and  all  around, 
(and  then  he  fpread  out  his  hands  and  lengthened  the  found  of  his  words ),  and  which 
hath  given  breath  to  all  men,  had  fent  the  Englilh  thither  for  the  inftruftion  of  them, 
their  wives  and  children  :  That,  therefore,  they  gave  them  up  freely  their  right  to  all 
the  land  they  did  not  ufe  themfelves.  That  this  was  not  only  his  opinion,  but  the 
opinion  of  the  eight  towns  of  the  Creeks,  each  of  whom  having  confulted  together,  had 
fent  fome  of  their  chief  men  with  fkins,  which  is  their  wealth. 

Then  the  chief  men  brought  a  bundle  of  buck  Ikins,  and  laid  eight  from  the  eight 
towns  before  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  He  faid  thefe  were  the  beft  things  they  had,  and  that 
they  gave  them  with  a  good  heart.  He  concluded  with  thanking  him  for  his  kindnefs 
to  Tomochichi,  Mico,  and  his  Indians,  to  whom  he  faid  he  was  related,  and  though 
Tomochichi  was  banifhcd  from  his  nation,  that  he  was  a  good  man  and  had  been  a  great 
warrior  ;  and  it  was  for  his  wifdom  and  juflice  that  the  banifhed  men  had  chofe  him  king. 
He  alfo  faid,  that  he  had  heard  that  the  Cherokees  had  killed  fome  Enghflimen,  and  that 
if  Mr.  Oglethorpe  would  command  them,  they  would  enter  their  whole  force  into  the 
Cherokee  country,  deftroy  their  harveft,  kill  the  people,  and  revenge  the  Englifh. 
When  he  had  done  fpeaking,  Tomochichi  came  in  with  the  Yammacraw  Indians,  and 
making  a  low  obeifance,  faid,  I  was  a  baniflied  man,  and  I  came  here  poor  and  helplefs 
to  look  for  good  land  near  the  tombs  of  my  anceftors,  and  when  the  Englifli  came  to 
tliis  place,  I  feared  you  would  drive  us  away  j  for  we  were  weak  and  wanted  corn. 

But 
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But  you  confirmed  our  land  to  us,  and  gave  us  food.  Then  the  chiefe  of  the  other 
nation  made  fpeechcs  to  the  fame  purpofc  as  Oucekachumpa's. 

After  which  they  agreed  with  Mr.  Oglethorpe  on  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce, 
which  was  figned  by  him  and  them.  A  laced  coat,  a  laced  hat,  and  a  fliirt,  were  given 
to  each  king,  and  to  each  of  the  warriors  a  gun,  a  mantle  of  duftils,  and  to  all  their  at- 
tendants coarfe  cloth  for  cloathing,  and  other  things.  The  articles  of  agreement  were, 
I.  The  truflecs  agreed  to  let  their  people  carry  into  the  Indian  towns  all  forts  of  goods 
fitting  to  trade  at  rates  and  prices  fettled  by  the  treaty.  II.  Reflitution  ami  reparation 
to  be  made  for  injuries  on  both  fides,  and  criminals  to  be  tried  and  puniflied  accord- 
ing to  the  Engliih  law.  III.  Trade  to  be  withdrawn  from  any  Indian  town  offending 
againft  treaty.  IV.  'ITie  Englifh  to  poflTefs  all  lands  not  ufed  by  the  Indians,  provided, 
that  upon  fettling  of  every  new  tovm  the  Engliih  fhould  fet  out  for  the  ufe  of  their 
nation,  fuch  lands  as  fhould  be  agreed  on  between  the  Englifh  beloved  men,  and  the 
head  men  of  their  nation.  V.  Torefloreall  runaway  negroes,  and  carry  them  either 
to  Charles  Town,  the  Savannah,  or  Petachuchula  garrifon,  upon  being  paid  for  every 
fuch  negro  four  blankets,  or  two  guns,  or  the  value  thereof  in  other  goods,  if  taken  on 
the  other  fide  Ocorivy  River ;  and  one  blanket  if  the  negro  is  killed  in  taking  or 
endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape.  VI.  Laftly,  They  promife,  with  flrait  hearts  and 
love  to  their  brother  Englifh,  to  give  no  encouragement  to  any  other  white  people  to 
fettle  there,  and  to  all  this  they  fet  the  marks  of  their  families.  This  treaty  being 
concluded,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  thought  fit  to  return  into  England,  as  well  to  report  the 
fituation  things  were  in,  in  that  country,  as  to  procure  the  neceffary  fupplies  for  pro- 
moting the  new  colony. 

5.  In  the  month  of  June  1734  Mr.  Oglethorpe  arrived  fafely  in  England,  bringing 
with  him  Tomochichi,  mico  or  king  of  the  Yammacraws ;  Senawki,  his  confort,  and 
Toonakowi,  the  prince  his  nephew,  as  alfo  Hillifpilli,  a  war  captain,  and  Apakowtfki, 
Stiraalechi,  Sintouchi,  Hinguithi,  and  Umphychi,  five  other  Indian  chiefs,  with  their 
interpreter.  Tbey  were  lodged  at  the  Georgia-Office,  Old  Palace- Yard,  where  they 
were  handfomely  entertained  ;  and,  being  fuitably  dreffed,  were  introduced  to  the 
court,  then  at  Kenfington.  Tomochichi  prefented  to  the  king  feveral  eagles  feathers  ; 
which,  according  to  their  cuftom,  is  the  mofl  refpeftful  gift  he  could  offer,  and  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  his  majefty  :  "  This  day  I  fee  the  majefty  of  your  face,  and 
greatnefs  of  your  houfe,  and  the  number  of  your  people  ;  I  am  come  for  the  good  of 
the  whole  nation  called  the  Creeks,  to  renew  the  peace  they  had  long  ago  with  the 
Englifh.  I  am  come  over  in  my  old  days ;  though  I  cannot  live  to  fee  any  advantage 
to  myfelf.  I  am  come  for  the  good  of  the  children  of  all  the  nations  of  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Creeks,  that  they  may  be  inflruded  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Englifh. 
Thefe  are  the  feathers  of  the  eagle,  which  is  the  fwiftefl  of  birds,  and  who  flieth  all 
round  our  nations.  Thefe  feathers  are  a  fign  of  peace  in  our  land ;  and  we  have 
brought  them  over  to  leave  them  with  you,  O !  great  king,  as  a  fign  of  cverlafling 
peace.  O  !  great  king,  whatfoever  words  you  fliall  fay  unto  me  I  w'ill  tell  them  faith- 
fully to  all  the  kings  of  the  Creek  nations."  To  which  his  Majefty  made  a  gracious 
anfwer,  alluring  thofe  nations  of  his  prote£tion  and  regard. 

Thefe  Indians,  but  more  efpecially  their  mico  or  prince,  gave  evident  marks,  during 
their  flay  in  England,  of  good  fenfe,  and  of  a  fincere  inclination  to  carry  on  a  friendly 
correfpondence  between  their  own  nation  and  ours  ;  and  therefore  they  defired  of  the 
truftees,  that  the  meafurcs,  prices,  and  qualities  of  goods  to  be  purchafed  by  them, 
with  their  deer-fkins,  might  be  fettled,  as  likewife  the  weights ;  that  nobody  might 
be  allowed  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  Georgia,  without  a  licence  from  the  truftees,  in 

VOL.  xii,  3  M  order. 


45°  DISCOVERIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

order,  that  if  they  were  in  any  refped  injured,  or  defrauded  by  the  traders,  they 
might  know  where  to  complain.  And  they  further  defircd,  that  there  might  be  but 
one  ftore-houfe  in  each  Indian  town,  for  fupplying  them  with  the  goods  they  might 
want  to  purchafe,  from  whence  the  traders  Ihould  be  obliged  to  fupply  them  at  their 
fixed  prices.  The  reafon  which  the  Indians  gave  for  this  application  was,  becaufe  the 
traders  with  them  had  often,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  raifed  the  price  of  goods,  and 
defrauded  them  in  the  weights  and  meafures  ;  and,  by  their  impofitions,  had  often 
created  animoluies  between  the  Englifh  and  Indians,  which  had  frequently  ended  in  wars- 
between  them,  prejudicial  to  both. 

In  compliance  with  this  requefl  of  theirs,  the  truflees  prepared  a  law,  intitled,  "  An 
ad:  for  maintaining  the  peace  with  the  Indians  in  the  province  of  Georgia ;"  which 
contained  the  fame  regulations  and  provifions  that  were  made  in  an  aft  paffed  by  the 
council  and  adembly  in  South  Carolhia,  in  the  year  1731,  which  ad  would  have 
reached  the  country  now  called  Georgia,  if  it  had  not  been  erefted  into  a  feparate  pro- 
vince. They  likewife  prepared  another  law,  calculated  for  the  fame  falutary  purpofe, 
I  mean  the  preventing  any  dangers  from  the  Indians,  by  the  pernicious  eftefts  of  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors,  as  well  as  the  health  of  the  people  already  fettled,  and  that  might  be- 
fettled,  in  their  new  colony,  which  was  intitled,  "  An  afl:  to  prevent  the  importation 
and  ufe  of  rum  and  brandies  in  the  province  of  Georgia,  or  any  kind  of  fpirits,  or 
ftrong  waters  whatfoever,"  They  likewife  prepared  a  third  law,  upon  a  very  mature 
deliberation,  and  for  the  reafons  before-mentioned,  intitled,  "  An  ad  for  rendering 
the  colony  of  Georgia  more  defenfible,  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  black  Haves, 
or  negroes,  in  the  fame."  Thefe.three  ads  were  laid  before  the  King  in  council,  in  the 
month  of  January  following  ;  and  after  a  report  from  the  board  of  trade,  that  they 
were  proper  to  receive  his  Majefly's  approbation,  they  were  accordingly  ratified.  Two 
embarkations  were  made  this  year,  whofe  numbers  are  hereafter  mentioned,  which 
confifled  chiefly  of  Saltfburghers,  who  with  the  Saltfburghers  that  went  before,  were 
fettled  in  a  town  called  by  them  Ebenezer,  upon  the  river  Savannah,  at  fome  diftance 
above  the  town ;  and  by  the  fobriety  and  induftry  of  the  people,  they  prove  a  very 
thriving  fettlement. 

6.  In  the  fucceeding  year  1735,  the  truflees  were  encouraged  by  an  extraordinary 
fupply  of  twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  granted  by  parliament,  and  very  confidcrable 
benefadions,  as  well  in  Carolina  as  in  England,  to  think  of  making  very  confiderable 
embarkations  for  flrengthening  the  fouthern  part  of  Georgia  ;  and  to  obviate  any 
ohjcdion  that  might  be  made,  as  in  undertakings  of  this  nature  objedions  will  never 
be  wanting,  at  their  fending  ufeful  poor  from  hence,  it  was  refolved  that  thefe  embark- 
ations fiiould  corififl  moflly  of  people  from  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  perfecuted 
German  proteflants.  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  by  the  care  taken  in  this  refped, 
the  nation  gained  a  very  confiderable  advantage,  fince  by  this  means  the  overflowings 
of  all  the  northern  countries  of  Europe,  which  are  known  to  breed  robufl,  hardy  and 
induilrious  people,  were  fecured  for  our  fervice,  and  carried  over  and  fettled  in  that 
part  of  his  Majefly's  dominions  where  fuch  people  were  wanted  moil  ;  where,  from 
their  circumftances,  they  were  obliged  to  fulfil  (as  indeed  they  have  always  done),  the 
ends  for  which  they  were  fent  thither  ;  and  fo  became  an  accelfion  of  flrength  of  great 
confequence  and  advantage,  at  a  very  finall  and  inconfiderable  expence.  But  that  the 
deader  may  be  fully  apprized  of,  and  perfedly  comprehend  the  true  reafons  which 
induced  the  parliament  to  grant  fo  much  money,  for  the  fettlement  and  improvement 
of  the  colony  this  year,  and  may  likewife  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  weight  and  import- 
ance of  thefe  reafons,  it  is  requifite  to  inform  him,  that  tlie  colpny  of  South  Carolina 

drew 
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drew  up  a  memorial,  dated  the  9th  of  April  1734,  figned  by  Robert  Johnfon,  Efq. 
their  Governor;  Thomas  Broughton,  Prcfideiit  of  the  Council ;  and  Paul  Jenys, Speaker 
of  the  C'ommons ;  containing  a  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  therein  fo  full,  fo  clear,  and  fo  authentic  an  account  of  fads,  equally  curious 
and  important,  that  it  is  impollible  to  fet  them  down  either  in  fewer  or  better  words 
than  are  ufed  in  that  memorial ;  part  of  which,  therefore,  we  fliall  give  here,  and 
Ihould  very  willingly  have  given  the  whole,  if  the  nature  of  our  work  would  have  allowed 
us  room. 

"  Your  Majefty's  fubjefts  of  this  province,  having  often  felt,  with  hearts  full  of 
gratitude,  the  many  fignal  inftances  of  your  moft  facred  Majefty's  peculiar  favour  and 
protedion  to  thefe  dillant  parts  of  your  dominions,  and  efpecially  thofe  late  proofs  of 
your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  and  benign  care,  fo  wifely  calculated  for  the  protection  of 
this  your  Majefty's  frontier  province  on  the  Continent  of  America,  by  your  royal 
charter  to  the  truftees  for  eftabliftiing  the  colony  of  Georgia ;  and  your  great  good- 
nefs  fo  rightly  and  timely  applied  in  protecting  the  fettlement  of  the  Swifs  at  Purryf- 
burg.  Encouraged  by  fuch  juft  views  of  your  Majefty's  wife  and  paternal  care,  extended 
to  your  remotell  fubjefts  ;  and  excited  by  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  your  moft  facred 
Majefty,  to  be  always  watchful  for  the  fupport  and  fecurity  of  your  Majefty's  intereft, 
efpecially  at  this  very  critical  jundure,  when  the  flame  of  a  war  breaking  out  in  Europe, 
may  very  fpeedily  be  lighted  here,  in  this  your  Majefty's  frontier  province,  which  by 
its  fituation  is  known  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  general  trade  and  traffic  of 
America ;  We  therefore,  your  Majefty's  moft  faithful  governor,  council,  and  com- 
mons, convened  in  your  Maiefty's  province  of  South  Carolina,  crave  leave  with  great 
humility  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  this  your  pro- 
vince, and  how  greatly  it  ftands  in  need  of  your  Majefty's  gracious  and  timely  fuc- 
cour  in  cafe  of  a  war,  to  aflift  our  defence  againft  the  French  and  Spaniards,  or  any 
other  enemies  to  your  Majefty's  dominions,  as  well  as  againft  the  many  nations  of 
favages,  which  fo  nearly  threaten  the  fafety  of  your  Majefty's  fubjects, 

"  The  province  of  Cai-olina,  and  the  new  colony  of  Georgia,  are  the  fouthern 
frontiers  of  all  your  Majefty's  dominions  on  the  Continent  of  America ;  to  the  fouth 
and  fouth-weft  of  which  is  fituate  the  ftrong  caftle  of  St.  Auguftiii,  garrifoned  by  four 
hundred  Spaniards,  who  have  feveral  nations  of  Indians  living  under  their  fubjeftion, 
belides  feveral  other  fmall  fettlements  and  garrifons  near  theAppellaches,  fome  of  which 
are  not  eighty  miles  diftant  from  the  colony  of  Georgia.  To  the  fouth-weft  and  weft 
of  us,  the  French  have  already  erefted  a  confiderable  town  near  Fort  Thouloufe  on 
the  Moville  river,  and  feveral  other  forts  and  garrifons,  fome  not  above  three  hundred 
miles  diftant  from  our  fettlements  ;  and  at  New  Orleans  on  the  Mifliftippi  river,  fmce 
her  late  Majefty  Queen  Aime's  war,  they  have  exceedingly  encreafed  their  ftrength 
and  traffic,  and  have  now  many  forts  and  garrifons  on  both  fides  of  that  large  river, 
for  feveral  hundred  miles  up  the  fame.  And  fmce  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  has 
taken  out  of  the  Miffiflippi  Company  the  government  of  that  country  into  his  own 
hands,  the  French  natives  of  Canada  come  daily  down  in  fhoals,  to  fettle  all  along  that 
river,  where  many  regular  forces  have  been  fentover  by  the  King,  to  ftrencthen  the 
garrifons  of  thofe  places ;  and  according  to  our  beft  and  iateft  advices,  they  have  five 
hundred  men  in  pay  conftantly  employed  as  wood-rangers,  to  keep  the  neighbourino- 
Indians  in  fubjeftion,  and  to  prevent  the  diftant  ones  from  difturbing  their  fettlements  ; 
which  management  of  the  French  has  fo  welHucceeded,  that  we  are  very  well  affured 
they  have  wholly  now  in  their  pofTeffion,  and  under  their  influence,  the  feveral  numer- 
ous nations  of  Indians  that  are  fituate  near  the  Mifliflippi  River  ;  one  of  which,  called 
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the  Cho£taws,  by  eflimation,  confiding  of  about  five  thoufand  fighting  men,  and  who 
were  always  deemed  a  very  warlike  nation,  lies  on  this  fide  the  river,  not  above  four 
hundred  miles  diftant  from  our  out-fettlements.  Among  whom,  and  feveral  other 
nations  of  Indians,  many  French  Europeans  have  been  fent  to  fettle,  whom  the  priefts 
and  miiTionarles  among  them  encourage  to  take  Indian  wives,  and  ufe  divers  other 
alluring  methods  to  attach  the  Indians  the  better  to  the  French  alliance ;  by  which 
means  the  French  are  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Indian  way  of  warring 
and  hving  in  the  woods,  and  have  now  a  great  number  of  white  men  among  them, 
able  to  perform  a  long  march,  with  an  army  of  Indians,  upon  any  expedition. 

"  We  further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Majefty,  that  if  the  meafures  of  France 
fhould  provoke  your  Majefty  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility  againft  it  in  Europe,  we  have  great 
reafons  to  expeft  an  invafion  will  be  here  made  upon  your  Majefty's  fubjeds,  by  the 
French  and  the  Indians,  from  thefe  Mifliflippi  fettlements ;  tliey  have  already  paved  a 
way  for  a  defign  of  that  nature,  by  erefting  a  fort  called  the  Albania  Fort,  alias  Fort 
Louis,  in  the  middle  of  the  Upper  Creek  Indians,  upon  a  navigable  river  leading  to 
Moville,  whicli  they  have  kept  well  garrifoned,  and  mounted  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon ;  and  have  already  been  prevented  from  erecting  a  fecond  nearer  to  us  in  that ' 
quarter.  The  Creeks  are  a  nation  very  bold,  aftive,  and  daring,  confifting  of  about 
thirteen  hundred  fighting  men  (and  not  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  diftant  from 
the  Choftaws),  whom  though  we  heretofore  have  traded  with,  claimed,  and  held  in 
our  alliance,  yet  the  French,  on  account  of  that  fort,  and  a  fuperior  ability  to  make 
them  liberal  prefents,  have  been  for  fome  time  ftriving  to  gain  them  over  to  their 
intereft,  and  have  fucceeded  with  fome  of  the  towns  of  the  Creeks,  which  if  they  can 
be  fecured  in  your  Majefty's  intereft,  are  the  only  nation  which  your  Majefty's  fubjefts 
here  can  depend  upon,  as  their  beft  barrier  againft  any  attempts  either  of  the  French 
or  their  confederate  Indians. 

"  We  moft  humbly  pray  leave  further  to  inform  your  Majefty,  that  tlie  French  at 
Moville,  perceiving  that  they  could  not  gain  the  Indians  to  their  intereft  without  buy- 
ing their  deer  ikins,  which  is  the  only  commodity  the  Indians  have  to  purchafe  necef- 
faries  with,  and  the  French  not  being  able  to  difpofe  of  thofe  (kins,  by  reafon  of  their 
having  no  vent  for  them  in  Old  France,  have  found  means  to  encourage  veflels  from 
hence.  New  York,  and  other  places  which  are  not  prohibited  by  the  a£ls  of  trade,  to 
truck  thofe  Ikins  with  them  for  Indian  trading  goods,  efpecially  the  Britiih  woollen 
manufactures,  which  the  French  difpOfe  of  to  the  Creeks  and  Choftaws,  and  other 
Indians;  by  which  means  the  Indians  are  much  more  alienated  from  our  intereft  ;  and, 
on  every  occafion,  object  to  us,  that  the  French  can  fupply  them  with  flirouds  and 
blankets  as  well  as  the  Englilh;  which  would  have  the  contrary  efFe£l:,  if  they  were 
wholly  furnillied  with  thole  commodities  by  your  Majefty's  fubjefts  trading  among 
them.  If  a  ftop  were  therefore  put  to  that  pernicious  trade  with  the  French,  the  Creek 
Indians  chief  dependence  would  be  on  this  government,  and  that  ol  Georgia,  to  fupply 
them  with  goods  ;  by  which  means  great  part  of  the  Choftaws  living  next  the  Creeks, 
v/ould  fee  the  advantage  the  Creek  Indians  enjoyed,  by  having  Britiih  woollen  nianu- 
fadures  wlioUy  from  your  Majefty's  fubjcfts,  and  thereby  be  invited,  in  a  fliort  time, 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  us,  which  they  have  lately  made  fome  offers 
for,  and  which,  ifefieded,  will  foon  leflen  the  iuterelt  of  the  French  with  thefe  Indians, 
and  by  degrees  attach  them  to  that  of  your- Majefty. 

"  The  only  expedient  we  can  propofe  to  recover  and  confirm  that  nation  to  your 
Majefty's  intereft,  is  by  fpeeuily  making  them  prefents,  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
French  alliance,  and  by  building  fome  forts  among  them.     Your  Majefty  may  be  put 
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into  fuch  a  fituation,  that  on  the  firfl:  notice  of  hoftilities  with  the  French,  yourMajcfly 
may  be  able  to  reduce  at  once  the  Albania  Fort,  and  we  may  then  fland  againlt  the 
French  and  their  Indians ;  which  if  not  timely  prepared  for,  before  a  war  breaks  out, 
we  have  too  much  reafon  to  fear  we  may  be  foon  over-run  by  the  united  ftrength  of 
the  French,  and  the  Creeks  and  Chodaws,  with  many  other  nations  of  their  Indian 
allies  ;  for  fhould  the  Creeks  become  wholly  our  enemies,  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
all  our  fettlements,  we  probably  Ihould  alfo  foon  be  deferted  by  the  Cherokees,  and  a 
few  other  fmall  tribes  of  Indians  ;  who  for  the  fake  of  our  booty,  would  readily  join  to 
make  us  a  prey  to  the  French  and  favages.  Ever  fmcethe  late  Indian  war,  the  offences 
then  given  us  by  the  Creeks,  have  made  that  nation  jealous  of  your  Majefty's  fuhjefts 
of  this  province.  We  have  therefore  concerted  meafures  with  the  honourable  James 
Oglethorpe,  Efq-  who  being  at  the  head  of  a  new  colony,  will,  we  hope,  be  fuccefs- 
ful  for  your  Majefty's  intereft  among  that  people.  He  has  already,  by  prefents,  attached 
the  Lower  Creeks  to  the  fervice  of  your  Majefty,  and  has  laudably  undertaken  to  en- 
deavour the  fixing  a  garrifon  among  the  Upper  Creeks ;  the  expence  of  which  is  already 
in  part  provided  for,  in  this  feltion  of  the  general  aflembly  of  this  province.  We 
hope  therefore  to  prevent  the  French  from  incroaching  farther  on  your  Majefly's  terri- 
tories, until  your  Majefly  is  gracioufly  pleafed  further  to  ftrengthen  and  fecure 
the  fame. 

"  We  find  the  Chewkee  nation  has  lately  become  very  infolent  to  your  Majefly's 
fubjefts  trading  among  them,notwithfl:anding  the  many  favours  which  the  chiefs  of  that 
nation  received  from  your  Majefly  in  Great  Britain  ;  befides  a  confiderable  expence 
which  your  Majefly's  fubjefts  have  been  at,  in  making  them  prefents,  which  inclines 
us  to  believe  that  the  French,  by  their  Indians,  have  been  tampering  with  them.  We 
therefore  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Majefly,  that  the  building  and  mounting  fome  forts 
alfo  among  the  Cherokees,  and  making  them  prefents,  will  be  highly  neceflary  to  keep 
them  fteady  in  their  duty  to  your  Majefly,  left  the  French  may  prevail  in  feducing  that 
nation  ;  winch  they  may  the  more  readily  be  inclined  to,  from  the  profpeft  of  getting 
confiderable  plunder  in  flaves,  cattle,  and  commodities,  which  they  very  well  know  they 
have  among  us.  Several  other  forts  will  be  indifpenfibly  neceflary,  to  be  a  cover  to 
your  Majefly's  fubjeds  fettled  backwards  in  this  province,  as  alfo  to  thofe  of  the 
colony  of  Georgia,  both  which  in  length  are  very  extenfive.  For  though  the  truflees 
for  eftablifhing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  by  a  particular  fcheme  of  good  management, 
faithfully  condudted  by  the  gentlemen  engaged  here  in  that  charitable  enterprize,  have 
put  that  fmall  part  of  the  colony  which  he  has  yet  been  able  to  eflablifh,  in  a  tenable 
condition  againit  the  Spaniards  of  Florida,  which  lie  to  the  fouthward  ;  yet  the  back 
expofition  of  thofe  colonies  to  the  vaft  number  of  French  and  Indians,  which  border 
on  the  weflward,  mult,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  cry  greatly  aloud  for  your  Majefly's  gracious 
and  timely  fuccour.  The  expence  of  our  fafety  on  fuch  an  occafion,  we  mult  in  all 
humility,  acquaint  your  Majefly,  either  for  men  or  money,  can  never  be  effcded  by 
your  Majefly's  fubjeds  of  this  provhice,  who,  in  conjundion  with  Georgia,  do  not,  in 
the  whole,  amount  to  more  than  three  thoufand  five  hundred-  men  that  compofe  the 
militia,  and  wholly  confifl  of  planters,  traders,  and  other  men  in  bufmefs." 

There  are  fome  other  paragraphs  in  this  memorial  which  are  ftill  more  worthy  of 
notice,  and  which  therefore  we  fhall  give  the  reader  in  the  words  thereof.  "  We 
mufl  further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Majefly,  that  amidfl  our  other  perilous  chxum- 
ftances,  we  are  fubjed  to  many  inteftine  dangers,  from  the  great  number  of  negroes  that 
that  are  now  among  us,  who  amount,  at  leafl,  to  twenty-two  thoufand  perfons,  and  are 
three  to  one  of  all  your  Majefly's  white  fubjeds  in  this  province.     Infurredions  againfl 
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US  have  been  often  attempted,  and  would  at  any  time  prove  very  fatal,  if  the  FrencTi 
fhould  inftigate  them  by  artfully  giving  them  an  ex;pefiation  of  freedom.  In  fuch  a 
fituution  we  mod  humbly  crave  leave  to  acquaint  your  Majefty,  that  even  the  prefent 
ordinary  expences,  neceflary  for  the  care  and  fupport  of  this  your  Majefty's  province 
and  government,  cannot  be  provided  for  by  your  Majefly's  fubjefts  of  this  province, 
without  your  Majefty's  gracious  pleafure  to  continue  thofe  laws,  for  eftablifhing  the  tax 
on  negroes,  and  other  duties,  for  feven  years,  and  for  appropriating  the  laws  which 
now  lie  before  your  Majefty,  for  your  royal  aflfent  and  approbation ;  and  the  further 
expences  that  will  be  requifite  for  the  eredling  fome  forts,  and  eftablifliing  garrifons  in 
the  feveral  neceffary  places,  fo  as  to  form  a  barrier  for  thefecurity  of  this  your  Majefty's 
province,  we  moft  humbly  fubmit  to  your  majefty. 

"  Your  Majefty's  fubj efts  of  this  province,  with  fulnefs  of  zeal,  duty,  and  afFeftion, 
to  your  moft  gracious  and  facred  Majefty,  are  fo  highly  fenfible  of  the  great  importance 
of  this  province  to  the  French,  that  we  muft  conceive  it  more  than  probable,  if  a  war 
fhould  -happen,  they  will  ufe  all  endeavours  to  bring  this  country  under  their  fubjedfion. 
They  would  thereby  be  able  to  fupply  their  fugar  iilands  with  all  forts  of  provifions  and 
lumber,  by:aneafy  navigation  trade,  which,  to  our  great  advantage,  is  now  not  fo 
pradicable  from  the  prefent  French  colonies  :  befides  the  facility  of  gaining  then  to 
their  intereft  moft  of  the  Indian  trade  on  the  northern  condnent,  they  might  alfo  eafily 
unite  the  Canadees  and  Chodaws  with  the  many  other  nations  of  Indians  which  are 
now  in  their  intereft.  And  the  feveral  ports  and  harbours  of  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
which  now  enable  your  Majefty  to  be  abfolutely  mafter  of  the  paflage  through  the  Gulph 
of  Florida,  and  to  impede,  at  your  pleafure,  the  tranfportation  home  of  the  Spanifti 
treafure,  would  then  prove  fo  many  convenient  harbours  for  your  Majefty's  enemies, 
by  their  privateers  or  fliips  of  war,  to  annoy  a  great  part  of  the  Britifti  trade  to  America, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  carried  on  through  the  gulph  from  Jamaica,  befides  the  lofs  which 
■Great  Britain  muft  feel  in  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  its  navigation,  as  well  as  the  exports 
of  mafts,  pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine,  which,  without  any  dependance  on  the  northern 
powers  of  Europe,  aie  from  hence  plentifully  fupplied  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifli 
ihipping. 

"  This  is  the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  your  Majefty's  province  of  South  Caro- 
lina, utterly  incapable  of  finding  funds  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  this  wide  frontier, 
and  fo  dcftitute  of  white  men,  that  even  money  itfelf  cannot  here  raife  a  fufficient  body 
of  them."  The  great  length  of  this  memorial  prevents  our  making  many  remarks 
thereon  ;  fome  few,  however,  are  abfolutely  requifite. 

The  reader  will,  from  hence,  fee  how  well-timed  and  how  well  contrived,  the  new 
Settlement  of  Georgia  was,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  were  the  beft judges;  how 
juft  and  how  prudent  the  precaution  of  the  truftees  in  prohibiting  negroes;  and  how 
wifely  and  happily  for  the  public  fervice  they  contrived  to  fend  over,  both  from  our 
own  country,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  white  people,  and  Proteftants,  by  which  they 
cftedtuidly  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  all  the  northern  colonies  behind  it ;  wjiich,  when- 
ever this  country  comes  to  be  thoroughly  peopled,  as  it  may  be  in  a  very  few  years  time 
in  days  of  peace,  if  due  attention  be  had  thereto,  will  be  fuch  a  barrier,  as  neither  Spa- 
niards nor  French  can  ever  break  through,  and  confequently  will  for  ever  put  an  end 
.to  thofe  terrors  and  apprehcnfions,  that  are  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  emphatically  expreffed 
in  the  foregoing  paper.     But  to  proceed  in  our  hiftory. 

In  the  moutli  of  January,  1735,  the  Highlanders  arrived  b  Georgia  (and  with  them 
feveral  of  the  fame  country,  as  fervants  to  private  grantees).  They  were  fettled  on  the 
Alatamaha  river,  about  fixteen  miles  diftant  by  water  from  the  illand  of  St.  Simon, 
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which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  They  foon  raifed  convenient  huts  till  their  houfes 
could  be  built ;  and  the  town,  at  their  own  defire,  was  called  Darien,  whicli  name  that 
diftrift  (till  retains ;  but  the  town  which  they  afterwards  built  they  thought  fit  to  call 
New  Invernefs. 

On  the  6th  of  February  following  the  great  embarkation,  undcrthe  direftion  of  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  arrived,  and  the  people  were  fettled  upon  the  ifland  of  St.  Simon.  The 
Creek  Indians,  who  came  down  upon  this  occafion,  in  confequence  of  their  claiming 
a  right  to  the  country,  were  treated  with,  and  agreed  that  the  Englifli  fliould  poflefs 
that,  and  all  the  iflands  adjacent,  which  neceffary  ftep  being  taken,  the  town  of  Frede- 
rica  was  foon  laid  out,  and  the  people  fet  to  work  in  building  houfes.  When  I  call  this 
the  great  embarkation,  it  feems  but  i-eafonable  that  I  fhould  exprefs  the  number  of  per- 
fons  fent  over,  which  were  four  hundred  and  feVenty  ;  and  it  is  likewife  fit  to  fay  fome- 
thingofthe  ifland  upon  which  they  were  fettled.  In  point  of  fituation,  a  better  could 
hardly  be  wifhed  for  in  that  part  of  the  world,  lying,  as  it  does,  at  the  mouth  of  a  very 
fine  river ;  the  fize  of  it  too  was  very  convenient,  being  about  forty-five  miles  in  ex- 
tent, the  foil  rich  and  fruitful,  full  of  oak  and  hickery  trees,  intermixed  with  meadows, 
and  old  Indian  fields. 

As  foon  as  this  lettlement  was  made,  care  was  taken  for  its  fecurity,  and  for  the  for- 
tifications of  the  fouthern  barrier,  with  which  view  a  regular  fortrefs,  ftrengthened  by 
four  baflions  and  a  fpur-work,  towards  the  river,  was  erefted  at  Frederica,  and  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon  mounted  thereon  ;  a  ftrong  battery  was  alfo  raifed  for  the  proteftion 
of  lekyll  Sound,  where  ten  or  twelve  forty-gun  fhips  may  fafely  ride.  Another  fort 
was  built  on  the  South-wefl:  part  of  Cumberland  Ifland,  where  are  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon  pointed  towards  the  river,  fo  as  to  command  all  floops  and  fmall  craft  navigating 
that  pafl^age ;  within  the  pallifade  which  furrounds  the  fort  there  are  fine  fprings  of 
water,  and  likewife  a  well  framed  timber-houfe,  with  large  and  convenient  magazines 
under  it  for  ammunition  and  provifions.  But  while  fo  much  care  was  taken  of  the 
fouth  frontier,  agreeable,  as  it  was  conceived,  to  the  defign  of  the  parliament's  grant, 
and  the  prayer  of  the  before-mentioned  memorial,  the  northern  part  of  the  colony  was 
not  neglefted,  fince  orders  were  given  for  erecting  a  fort  at  Augufta,  a  place  fituated 
on  the  river  Savannah,  which  is  now  become  a  very  thriving  place;  where  the  traders 
with  the  Indians,  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  refort,  on  account  of  its  con- 
veniency  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  where  there  are  large  warehoufes  furniflied  with  fuch 
goods  as  the  Indians  want,  the  deer  fkins  taken  in  exchange  being  fent  two  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  down  the  river,  to  the  town  of  Savannah,  in  boats,  which  carry  each  about 
nine  thoufand  weight.  It  may  be  eafily  conceived  from  hence,  how  neceffary  a  thing 
it  was  to  have  a  good  fort  here,  which  was  both  eredled  and  garrifoned  at  the  expence 
of  the  truftees  for  fome  time ;  and  a  horfe-road  was  made  from  thence  to  the  town  of 
Savannah  one  way,  and  to  the  dwellings  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  who  live  above  the 
town  of  Augufta,  the  other.  By  thefe  precautions  the  trade  of  both  colonies,  with 
thefe  Indians,  was  facilitated,  and  the  country  on  that  fide  fecured  againft  any  fudden 
attempts  of  an  enemy,  which  was  all  that  could  be  expefted  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  in 
a  traft  of  land,  in  comparifon  of  the  colony,  of  fo  large  an  extent. 

7.  The  prefence  of  IMr.  Oglethorpe  contributed  greatly  to  the  fettling  and  prefervation 
of  the  colony  ;  which  was  already  become  confiderable  enough,  not  only  to  draw  the 
attention,  but  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Spaniards  ;  who,  without  all  queftion, 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  overpowered,  and  driven  out,  thefe  new-come  neigh- 
bours, if  it  had  been  a  thing  in  their  power ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  apprehenfive  of 
the  ill  confequences  that  muft  have  attended  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  between  the 
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two  nations,  on  account  of  the  difputes  between  thefe  frontier  provinces ;  which  cir- 
cumftances  were  fo  well  improved  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  and  the  Indians  who  had  entered 
into  friendfliip  with  the  new  fettlement  were  fo  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Englifh  intereft, 
that  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  upon  mature  deliberation,  found  it  more  expedient 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  and  to  endeavour  to  conclude  an  amicable  agreement  with 
the  Englifli  colony  ;  which  Mr.  Oglethorpe  alfo  knowing  to  be  very  convenient  for  the 
fecurity  of  Georgia,  he  negociated,  and  concluded  a  treaty,  upon  very  juft  and  rea- 
fonable,  as  well  as  fafe  and  advantageous  terms ;  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
copy  of  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  the  powers  by  him  given  for  concluding  and  figning  it. 

"  To  Charles  Dempfey,  Efq. 

"  I  have  impowered  you,  by  procuration,  dated  the  23d  of  June,  1736,  to  treat 
and  conclude,  concerning  certain  matters  of  importance,  relating  to  thefe  provinces, 
with  his  Excellency  Don  Francifco  del  Moral  Sanches,  captain  general  of  Florida, 
and  governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  and  the  council  of  war  of  the  faid  gan  ifon ;  and  having, 
fmce  the  dates  of  thefe  letters,  received  advice  from  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  as 
alfo  a  mefl'age  from  his  Excellency  Don  Juan  Francifco  Geumes  de  Horcafitas,  major 
general  in  his  Catholic  Majefty's  fervice,  captain  general  of  the  illand  above,  and  gover- 
nor  of  Havanna,  by  Don  Antonio  de  Arredondo,  they  both  impowering  him  to  treat 
concerning  the  faid  matters,  I  do  hereby  impower,  conftitute,  and  appoint  you,  to  treat, 
conclude,  and  fign  the  following  articles ;  and  deliver  the  fame  unto  the  governor  and 
council  of  St.  Auguftin,  they  figning,  fealing,  and  interchanging  the  faid  articles. 

"  Firft,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  fhall  reftrain  his  Indians, 
fubje<9:s  to  the  king  of  Spain,  from  committing  any  hoftilities  upon  the  fubjefts  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.  I  will  reftrain  the  Indian  fubjeds  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
in  this  province,  from  any  hoftilities  upon  the  fubjefts  of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

"  Secondly,  That  in  refpedt  to  the  nations  of  free  Indians  called  Creeks,  I  will  ufe 
my  utmoft  amicable  endeavours,  upon  any  reafonable  fatisfadion  given  them,  to  pre- 
vail with  them  to  abftain  from  any  hoftilities  whatfoever,  with  the  fubjefls  of  his  Catho- 
lie  Majefty. 

*'  Thirdly,  That  with  refpefl:  to  the  fort  built  on  the  ifland  of  St.  George,  I  will  draw 
off  that  garrifon,  together  with  the  artillery,  and  all  other  things  by  rae  pofted  there ; 
provided  that  none  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's  fubjefts,  nor  any  other  perfon,  ftiall  inhabit, 
people,  or  fortify  the  faid  ifland ;  provided  alfo,  that  no  prejudice  ftiall  arife  to  the 
right  of  the  king  my  Mafter,  to  the  faid  ifland,  nor  to  any  other  dominions  or  claim 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty  hath  upon  this  continent.  But  that  his  right  ftiall  remain  to 
the  faid  ifland,  and  to  all  other  places  whatfoever ;  as  if  the  faid  garrifon  had  never 
been  withdrawn  ;  and  the  faid  garrilbn  ftiall  withdraw  within  fourteeil  days  after  the 
ratification  of  thefe  articles. 

"  Fourthly,  I  will  agree  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  and  the 
council  of  war.  That  his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjefts,  under  my  command,  ftiall  not 
moleft,  in  any  manner  whatfoever,  any  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's  fubjefts,  provided 
that  his  Catholic  Majefty's  fubjecls  do  not  moleft  any^of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjeds, 
nor  his  allies. 

"  Fifthly,  That  concerning  any  differences  that  have  or  ftiall  arife,  concerning  the 
limits  of  the  refpective  government  and  dominions  of  the  two  crowns,  fuch  differences 
Ihall  remain  undecided,  till  the  determination  of  the  refpedive  courts ;  and  that  the 
fubjecls  of  each  crown  here,  ftiall  remain  in  profound  peace,  and  not  in  any  manner 
moleft  each  other,  until  the  determination  of  the  refpcftive  courts  on  this  fubjeft. 

"  Laftly, 
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"  Laftly,  ITiat  no  perfou  ihall  be  received  from  any  garrifon  In  either  government, 
without  a  pafTport  from  the  governor  to  whom  fuch  perfons  belong. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  leal,  at  Fredcrrca  in  Georgia,  the  27th  day  of 
September,  1736. 

"  By  the  power  to  me  given,  by  His  Excellency  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq.  governor 
and  direclor-general  of  the  new  colony  of  Georgia,  by  his  excellency's  procuration, 
bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  October,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign 
lord  George  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1736:  I  do  hereby  coh- 
firm  aivi  ratify  the  above  articles,  with  his  excellency  DonFrancifco  del  Moral  Sanches 
Villegas,  captain-general  and  governor  of  St.  Auguilin  of  Florida,  and  with  the  coun- 
cil of  war  of  the  faid  garrifon  of  St.  Augudin ;  as  witnefs  my  hand  and  feal,  this  26th 
day  of  October,  1736." 

The  counter-part  of  this  treaty,  executed  by  the  governor  of  St.  Auguflin,  by  the 
advice,  and  with  the  confent,  of  a  council  of  war,  was  certified  by  Bartholomew  Niotto, 
notary-public,  and  I  have  it  before  me ;  but  as  it  contains  only  a  repetition  of  the 
ibregoing  articles,  it  feem.s  unneceflliry  to  infert  it  here,  fmce  what  wc  have  already 
given  the  reader  very  fufficiently  explains  the  nature  of  this  treaty :  but  It  feems  the 
■governor  of  St.  Auguflin  was  not  in  the  fecret  of  the  court ;  for  the  Spanilh  miniftry 
at  home  were  very  far  from  being  defirous  that  a  fair  corrcfpondence  fliould  be  efla- 
blifhed  between  the  two  colonies.  On  the  contrary,  they  aimed  at  obliging  us  to  defift 
from  our  defign  of  fettling  the  colony  of  Georgia ;  and  with  this  view  Sir  Thomas 
Gera'dino,  on  tlie  1  ft  of  September,  prefented  a  memorial  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  was  pleafed  to  fiiy.  It  is  indifputable, 
that  the  colony  of  Georgia  was  fettled  upon  his  mailer's  dominions  ;  fo  that  a  plainer 
proof  cannot  be  had,  that  the  Spaniards  were  determined,  If  poflible,  to  oblige  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  to  give  up  this  fettlement. 

But  as  it  was  not  very  probable,  that  we  fhould  be  induced  to  do  this  by  Sir  Thomas 
Geraldino's  memorials,  the  Spanifli  minlftry  were  contriving  to  do  It  by  force,  and  bv 
tranfporting  troops  into  the  Spanilh  Florida,  from  the  adjacent  Illand  of  Cuba,  and 
other  parts  of  their  dominions.  It  Is  true,  that  thefe  orders  were  moflly  given  before 
they  had  any  intelligence  of  the  provlfional  treaty  concluded  between  the  governor  of 
St.  Auguftin  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe ;  but  when  they  did  know  of  it,  they  were  fo  far 
from  laying  afide  their  former  defign,  or  even  from  fufpending  It,  that  they  highly 
■difapproved  of  the  governor's  behaviour  in  that  particular,  the  rather,  perhaps,  becaufe  it 
was  altogether  Inconiillent  with  their  own  projects  and  prctenfions.  It  is  alfo  very 
probable,  that  as  the  Spanilh  councils  were  at  that  time  wholly  guided  by  thofe  of 
France,  this  might  contribute  not  a  little  to  their  forming  views  of  expelHnf  us  from 
Georgia,  which  the  French,  without  doubt,  confider  as  equally  dangerous  to  them 
and  their  fchemes,  or  rather  more  fo,  than  to  the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their  fide,  have 
much  more  reafon  to  be  offended  with  the  French  fettlements  on  the  river  MifiilllppI, 
than  at  our  new  colony  of  Georgia.  But  be  this  as  It  will,  the  preparations  they  made 
were  in  their  nature  fo  open  and  extraordinary,  that  It  was  not  long  they  could  be  con- 
cealed from  our  governors,  and  other  officers  in  the  Welt  Indies,  whofe  duty  It  was  to 
obferve,  and  tranfmit  intelligence  hither  of  things  of  that  nature. 

The  lieutenant-governor  of  South  Carolina,  having  heretofore  acquainted  thetruftees 
by  a  letter,  dated  from  the  council-chamber  in  Charles  Town,  the  7th  of  Februarv, 
1636-7,  1  hat  he  had  received  advice  from.  Comm^odore  Dent,  of  preparations  made  by 
the  Spaniards  at  St.  Augullin  and  the  Havanna,  in  order  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
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colony  of  Georgia ;  and  the  truftees  having,  in  a  memorial  to  his  Majefly,  fet  forth  the 
inability  of  the  colony  to  protect  thenifelves  againll  fiich  a  force  as  was  preparing  at 
the  Havanua  and  St.  Auguflin ;  his  Majefty  was  gracio\ifly  pleafed  to  order  a  regiment 
of  fix  hundred  effedive  men  to  be  raifed,  and  fent  to  Georgia,  for  the  defence  and 
protefbion  of  it. 

A*  an  encouragement  for  the  foldiers  good  behaviour,  the  truftees  refolved  to  give 
each  of  them  a  property  in  the  colony ;  and  therefore  made  a  grant  in  truil,  for  an 
allotment  of  five  acres  of  land  to  each  foldier  of  the  regiment,  to  cultivate  tor  his  owii 
ufe  and  benefit,  and  to  hold  the  fame  during  his  continuance  in  his  Majefty's  fervice. 
And  for  a  further  encouragement,  they  refolved,  that  each  foldier  who  at  the  end  of 
feven  years  fervice,  from  the  time  of  his  enlilting  in  the  regiment,  fhould  be  defirous 
of  quitting  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  fhould  have  his  regular  dilcharge,  and  would  fettle 
in  the  colony,  fliould,  on  his  commanding  officer's  certificate  of  his  good  behaviour, 
be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  twenty  acres  of  land. 

The  parliament  having  taken  into  confideration  the  great  expences  which  the  truftees 
had  been  at  in  making  roads  through  the  province,  and  the  feveral  fortifications  in  it,, 
and  the  prefents  made  to  the  Indians  to  engage  them  firmer  in  the  Bridfti  intereft,  and 
likewife  the  preparations  that  were  making  by  the  Spaniards  in  order  to  take  or  diftrefs 
the  colony  ;  granted  thereupon  for  this  year  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  for 
the  further  fettling  and  fecuring  the  colony,  the  truftees  made  another  embarkation, 
which  confifted  chiefly  of  perfecuted  German  Proteftants. 

In  confequence  of  fo  confiderable  an  augmentadon  of  people,  all  the  towns  laid  out 
In  Georgia  began  to  be  improved,  and  to  receive  confiderable  fupplies ;  and  fo  mindful 
they  were  of  their  fecurity,  that  even  at  Savannah,  which  was  leaft  expofed  to  danger, 
they  traced  out,  and  began  to  build,  a  confiderable  fort ;  and  in  all  the  frontier  places, 
the  utmoft  care  was  taken  to  put  the  fortifications  into  the  beft  pofture  of  defence  that 
the  circumftances  of  the  province  would  allow.  On  the  arrival  of  the  regiment,  of 
which  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  appointed  colonel,  he  diftributed  them  in  the  propereft 
manner  for  the  fervice  of  the  colony  ;  but  notwithftanding  this  was  of  great  eafe  to  the 
truftees,  and  a  vaft  fecurity  to  the  inhabitants,  yet  Colonel  Oglethorpe  ftill  kept  up 
the  fame  difcipline,  and  took  as  much  care  to  form  and  regulate  the  inhabitants  with 
refpedt  to  mihtary  affairs  as  ever.  He  provided,  likewife,  different  corps  for  different 
fervices;  fome  for  ranging  the  woods ;  others,  light-armed,  for  fudden  expeditions; 
and  he  likewife  provided  veflels  for  fcouring  the  fea-coafts,  and  for  gaining  intelligence. 
In  all  which  fervices  he  gave  at  the  fame  time  his  orders  and  his  example ;  there  being 
nothing  he  did  not,  which  he  directed  others  to  do  ;  fo  that  if  he  was  the  firft  man  in  the 
colony,  his  pre-eminence  was  founded  upon  old  Homer's  maxims :  he  was  the  moft 
fatigued,  and  the  firft  in  danger,  diftinguifhed  by  his  cares  and  his  labours,  not  by  any 
exterior  marks  of  grandeur,  more  eafily  difpenfed  with,  fince  they  were  certainly 
needlcfs. 

The  Itrift  attention  fhewn  by  the  truftees  for  their  infant  fettlement  was  fo  remark- 
able, and  their  pundluality  in  fupplying  what  was  neceflary,  fo  generally  known 
throughout  America,  that  it  was  not  Umg  before  it  created  fome  inconvenience  from  the 
addrefs  of  fuch  as  were  defirous  of  turning  fuch  inftances  of  public  fpirit  to  their  private 
advantage ;  for  feveral  merchants,  and  captains  of  fhips,  had,  for  their  own  intereft, 
carried  into  the  colony  from  New  York  and  other  places,  large  cargoes  of  provifions, 
&c.  great  part  of  wliich  (to  fave  merchants  from  lolfes)  were  taken  at  the  ftore,  with- 
out proper  authority  from  the  truftees,  and  an  expence  created  thereby,  which  the 
truftees  could  not  ellimate,  nor  have  ability  to  difcharge,  and  for  which,  certified 

accounts 


OF   THE    ENGLISH   IN   AMERICA.  459 

accounts  were  returned  to  them  ;  and  therefore  the  truflees  publifhed  an  advertifement 
in  the  London  Gazette,  and  ordered  it  to  be  publiflicd  in  the  Smith  Carolina  Gazette, 
and  to  be  affixed  on  the  doors  of"  the  (lore-houfes  at  Savannah  and  Fredcrica,  that  out 
of  a. due  regard  to  pubHc  credit  they  had  refolved,  That  all  expences  which  they  had 
ordered,  or  fhould  order,  to  be  made  in  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony,  fhould  be 
defrayed  and  paid  for  in  Georgia,  in  Sola  bills  of  exchange  only,  under  their  feal ;  and 
they  gave  notice,  that  no  perfon  whatfoever  had  any  authority  from  them,  or  in  their 
name,  or  on  their  account,  to  purchafe  or  receive  any  cargo  of  provifions,  (lores,  or 
neceflaries,  without  paying  for  them  in  the  faid  Sola  bills. 

Yet  they  were  as  ready  as  ever  in  expending  money,  where  it  was  necefTary  and  fer- 
viceable  to  the  colony  ;  for  upon  a  petition  of  one  Abraham  de  Lyon,  a  freeholder  of 
Savannah  in  Georgia,  That  he  had  expended  a  great  fum  in  the  cultivation  of  vines, 
which  he  had  carried  from  Portugal,  and  had  brought  to  great  perfeftion ;  and  feveral 
certificates  being  produced  of  his  great  improvements,  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  grapes, 
and  I  heir  thriving  in  the  molt  barren  lands  in  the  province,  the  truftees  affifled  him  to 
proceed  in  his  improvements.  But,  to  be  the  more  able  to  fupply  thefe  expences,  they 
took  care  to  be  frugal,  where  it  was  pradticable.  And  the  fecurity  of  the  colony  being 
provided  for  by  the  regiment  fent  over  by  Iiis  Majefty,  the  parliament  gave  eight  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  the  further  fettling  the  colony ;  therefore  the  truflees  fent  over  an  efti- 
mate  of  all  the  expences  which  they  allowed  to  be  made  in  the  province  ;  by  w"hich  feve- 
ral military  expences  which  they  had  been  engaged  in  for  the  defence  of  the  colony, 
and  which  were  very  great,  were  reduced. 

In  the  year  1738  the  truftees  fent  over  the  Reverend  Mr.  Norris  to  Frederica,  with  a 
falai'y  of  50 1.  a-year,  and  orders  that  a  houfe  fhould  be  built  for  him,  and  another 
provided  for  the  performance  of  public  worfhip,  till  fuch  time  as  a  church  could  be 
erefted.  But  while  their  cares  were  thus  employed,  they  met  with  fome  interruption 
from  unforeieen  accidents,  both  without  and  within  the  province :  in  refpeft  to  the 
former,  the  affembly  of  South  Carolina,  having  the  lafl  year  paffed  an  ordinance  for 
raifing  a  fum  to  indemnify  their  traders,  in  oppofuion  to  the  aft,  which  was  approved 
of  by  his  Majefty  in  council,  for  maintaining  the  peace  with  the  Indians  in  the  province 
of  Georgia ;  upon  a  memorial  from  the  truftees,  complaining  of  the  faid  ordinance  ; 
and  upon  the  petition  of  the  council  and  affembly  of  South  Carolina,  againft  the  faid 
aft,  there  was  a  folemn  hearing  before  the  lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  ; 
and  afterwards  before  a  committee  of  the  lords  of  his  Majefty's  privy  council :  where- 
upon his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  the  faid  ordinance  of  aifembly  of  South 
Carolina  fliould  be  repealed,  and  declared  void  ;  and  was  pleafed  to  fend  an  inftruftion 
to  the  truftees,  to  prepare  a  proper  aft,  or  ordinance,  for  fettling  the  trade,  carried  on 
by  the  provinces  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  with  the  Indians,  on  fuch  a  footing, 
as  might  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  and  fatisfaftion  of  both  provinces.  And  his  Majefty, 
at  the  fame  time,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  an  inftruftion  to  Samuel  Horfey,  Efq. 
governor,  and  lieutenant-general  of  South  Carolina,  to  recommend  to  the  council  and 
affembly  there,  to  pafs  a  law  for  that  purpofe,  in  that  province.  But  Sanmel  Horiey, 
Efq.  dying  foon  after,  and  no  other  governor  having  fmce  gone  to  South  Carolina,  that 
affair  remained  unfettled.  The  truftees  immediately  fent  to  Colonel  Oglethorpe  a  copy 
of  his  Majefty's  inftruftions,  and  defired  that  he  would  confult  with  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor Bull  in  South  Carolina  ;  that  plans  of  proper  afts  might  be  prepared,  and  fent  over 
to  the  truftees,  for  their  confideration,  in  order  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  his  Majefty's 
inftruftions  j  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  commiffioners  of  South  Carolina,  and 
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the  ccmmifnoners  of  Georgia,  might  proceed  In  their  refpeftlve  provinces,  in  concert 
with  each  other,  to  carry  on  a  mutual  trade  to  the  Indians  in  both  provinces. 

In  reference  to  the  other  fources  of  dillurbance  and  domeftic  difquiets,  they  were  of 
different  Idnds ;  but  the  greatefl  was  owing  to  a  number  of  perfons  enjoying  the  bene- 
volence due  to  the  colony,  without  any  real  merit  in  themfelves,  or  juft  title  thereto  j 
for  which,  however,  a  remedy  war,  fpeedily  provided.  The  truftees,  both  by  their 
letters  and  inftruftions  to  the  magiftrates,  had  conftantly  exhorted  and  encouraged  the 
people  to  a  cultivation  of  their  lands,  on  which  they  were  to  depend  for  their  fupport ; 
and  as  they  found  that  many  (as  well  of  thofe  whom  they  had  fent  over  as  objeds  of 
cnarity,  as  of  otiiers,  who  at  ditferent  times  had  gone  into  the  country  from  other  colo- 
nies, for  their  temporary  maintenance)  flill  continued  in  their  idlenefs,  and  were  a 
burden  upon  the  truftees  ;  they  gave  orders  for  ftriking  off  the  ftore,  all  fuch  as  having* 
had  time  to  cultivate  their  lands  had  neglected  it.  This  carried  from  the  colony  many 
of  thofe  who  had  gone  thither,  or  joined  it  from  other  parts  of  America,  to  gain  a 
fubfiftence  for  a  year  or  two,  and  of  others  who  had  not  confidered  the  hardlhips 
attending  the  firfl  fettlement  of  a  country,  and  were  weary  of  their  labour.  The  truf- 
tees receiving  an  account,  dated  February  12,  1738,  from  their  fecretary  of  the  pro- 
vince,  of  an  uneafinefs  among  feveral  perfons,  upon  the  tenor  of  their  lots  being  con- 
fined to  heirs  male ;  and  they,  confidering  that  the  colony  had  been  fome  time  efta- 
bliflied,  the  people  grew  more  numerous,  and  a  regiment  being  ftationed  in  it,  for  its 
defence,  whereby  the  former  tenures  became  lefs  necefTary  ;  did,  on  the  15th  of 
March  following,  at  their  anniverfary  meeting,  refolve,  that  in  default  of  iiTue  male, 
-the  legal  pDiTeffor  of  land  might,  by  a  deed  in  writing,  or  by  his  laft  will  and  teilament, 
^point  his  daughter  as  his  fucceflbr,  or  any  other  female  relation  ;  with  a  provifo  that 
the  fucceflbr  fhould,  in  the  proper  court  in  Georgia,  perfonally  claim  the  lot  granted 
and  devifed  within  eighteen  months  after  the  death  of  the  grantor  or  devifor.  This  was 
loon  after  extended  to  every  legal  poflTeffor  being  impowered  to  appoint  any  other  perfon 
as  his  fuccelfor. 

The  mildefl  governments  are  often  but  too  fubjed  to  difcontents ;  and  though  the 
whole  ftudy  of  the  truftees  was  to  make  their  people  as  eafy  in  their  private  capacities,  as 
their  duty  to,  and  concern  for,  the  public,  would  permit ;  yet  this  did  not  hinder 
ignorant  and  malicious  perfons,  who  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  comprehend  the 
true  interefts  of  the  colony,  from  endeavouring  to  raife  frefh  dillurbances,  for  the  fake 
of  obtaining  what  they  thought  might  be  of  fervice  to  them  ;  and  v/hich,  if  they  had 
judged  rationally,  they  muft  have  perceived  would  have  turned  to  their  ruin.  In  fhoft, 
part  of  the  people  fettled  in  Georgia,  fent  over  a  memorial  to  the  truftees,  complaining 
of  the  want  of  a  fee-funple  in  their  lands,  and  of  not  being  permitted  the  ufe  of  negroes. 
But  thofe  who  were  fettled  on  the  frontier,  and  confequently  moft  expofed  to  the  Spa- 
niards and  others,  who,  by  their  own  induftry,  had  improved  their  plantatioris,  fo  as 
to  draw  from  them  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  fent  over  a  contrary  memorial ;  in  which 
they  reprefcnted  the  difadvantages  and  dangers  that  vvould  arife  from  the  permiilion 
of  negroes. 

It  iikewife  fell  out,  that  at  the  very  time  fome  of  the  people  of  Savannah  were  fo 
clamorous  for  negroes  (for  feventy-five  land  and  freeiiolders,  of  whom  fifty-two  were 
freeholders,  did  not  apply  for  them),  the  province  of  South  Carolina  was  under  fre- 
quent alarms,  upon  account  of  the  negroes  there.  They  had  intelligence  that  a  con- 
fpiracy  was  formed  by  the  negroes  in  South  Carolina  to  rife,  and  forcibly  make  their 
vay  out  of  the  province,  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  the  Spaniards ;  who 
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had  proclaimed  freedom  to  all  that  (Iiould  run  to  them  from  their  owners.  This  con- 
fpiracy  was  dilcovercd  at  Winyaw,  the  niofl  northern  part  of  that  province,  from 
whence  as  the  negroes  mud  bend  their  courfe,  it  argued,  that  the  other  parts  of  the 
province  muft  be  privy  to  it,  and  tiiat  the  rifing  was  to  be  univerfal ;  whereupon  the 
whole  province  v^-cre  upon  their  guard  ;  the  number  of  negroes  in  South  Carolina  being 
computed  to  be  about  forty  thoufand,  and  the  number  of  white  men,  at  moft,  not 
above  five  thoufand.  As  feveral  negroes,  who  were  employed  in  Perryauguas,  and 
other  like  craft  (vvliich  they  carried  olf  with  them)  had  taken  the  benefit  of  the  Spa- 
niards proclamation,  and  gone  to  St.  Auguftui,  the  government  of  South  Carolina  fent 
a  folemn  deputation  to  demand  their  Haves.  This  deputation  confided  of  Mr.  Braith- 
waite,  a  member  of  the  council ;  Mr.  Rudlidge,  one  of  the  aflembly  ;  and  Mr.  Binian, 
clerk  of  the  aifemMy.  But  the  governor  of  St.  Auguflin,  though  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  peremptcrily  rcfufed  to  deliver  them  up  ;  aiul  declared  he  had  orders  to  receive 
all  fuch  as  fliould  come  thither,  and  prctecl  them.  Upon  this,  and  the  petitions  which 
were  fent  tirom  the  Highlanders  at  Darien,  and  the  Saltzburgers  at  Ebenezer,  repre- 
fenting  the  danger  and  the  inconvenience  of  the  introduction  of  negroes  ;  the  truftees 
fent,  under  their  feal,  an  anfwer  to  the  reprcientation  from  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Savannah, 

In  this  anfwer,  which  is  dated  June  the  20th,  1739,  the  truftees  fay,  "  That  they 
Ihould  deem  thenrfelves  very  unfit  for  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  Majefty  on 
their  behalf,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on  by  any  fuch  irrational  attempt,  to  give  up  a 
conftitution  framed  with  the  greateft  caution,  for  the  prefervation  of  liberty  and  pro- 
perty ;  and  of  which  the  laws  againft  the  ule  of  flaves,  and  for  the  entail  of  lands,  are 
the  iureft  foundations ;  and  the  truflees  are  the  more  confirmed  in  their  opinions  of 
the  unreiifonablenefs  of  this  demand,  and  that  they  have  received  notions  from  Darien, 
and  the  other  parts  of  the  province,  reprefenthig  the  inconvenience' e  and  danger  whicli 
muft  arife  to  the  good  people  of  the  province,  from  the  introduction  of  negroes ;  and 
as  the  truftees  themfelves  are  fully  convinced,  that  beftdes  the  hazards  attending  of  that 
introduftion,  it  would  deftroy  all  induftry  among  the  white  inhabitants,  and  that,  by 
giving  them  a  power  to  alien  their  lands,  the  colony  would  foon  be  too  like  its  neigh- 
bours, void  of  white  inhabitants,  fdled  with  blacks,  and  reduced  to  be  the  precarious 
property  of  a  few,  equally  expofed  to  domeftic  treachery,  and  foreign  invafion ;  and 
therefore  the  truftees  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  any  difpofition  of  granting  this  requeft  ; 
and  ii  they  have  not  before  this,  fignified  their  diflike  ot  it,  their  delay  is  to  be  imputed 
to  no  other  motives  but  the  hopes  they  had  conceived,  that  time  and  experience  would 
bring  the  complainants  to  a  better  mind.  And  the  truftees  readily  join  ilfue  with  them, 
in  their  appeal  to  pofterity,  who  ftiall  judge  between  them,  who  were  their  bcft  friends, 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  preferve  for  them  a  properly  in  their  lands,  by  tying  up  the 
hands  of  their  unthrifty  progenitors,  or  they  who  wanted  a  power  to  mortgage  or  aliea 
them  ?  Who  were  the  beft  friends  to  the  colony,  thofe  who,  with  great  labour  and  coft, 
had  endeavoured  to  form  a  colony  of  his  Majefty's  fubj(?cts,  and  perfecuted  Proteflants 
from  other  parts  of  Europe ;  had  placed  them  on  a  fruitful  foil,  and  ftrove  to  fecure 
them  in  their  poilelTions  by  thofe  arts,  w^hich  naturally  tend  to  keep  the  colony  full  of 
ufeful  and  induftrious  people,  capable  both  to  cultivate  and  defend  it ;  or  thofe,  who 
to  gratify  the  greedy  and  ambitious  views  of  a  few  negro-merchants,  would  put  it  into 
their  power  to  become  fole  owners  of  the  province,  by  introducing  their  baneful  com- 
modity ;  which  it  is  well  known,  by  fad  experience,  has  brought  our  neighbour  colo- 
nics to  the  brinli  of  ruin,  by  driving  out  their  white  inhabitants,  who  were  their  glory 
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and  ftrength,  to  make  room  for  black,  who  are  now  become  the  terror  of  their  unadvifed 
mafters." 

The  truftees  had  great  reafon  for  proceeding  |as  they  did  in  this  refpeft ;  fince.am.ong 
the  perfons  to  whom  grants  were  made,  in  order  to  their  fettling  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  in  the  colony,  fome  never  went  over  to  take  them  up,  or  to  fettle  at  all  ;  others 
were  gentlemen  of  Carolina,  who  neglefted  the  profecution  of  their  grants,  and  never 
fo  much  as  defired  to  have  their  hmds  laid  out ;  and  of  the  reft,  feveral  had  quitted 
their  plantations,  and  the  laborious  life  of  planters,  to  go  and  refide  more  at  their  eafe 
at  Savannah  ;  where,  by  the  exercife  of  their  feveral  trades  and  profeffions,  they 
brought  manv  of  their  people  in  debt ;  and  befides  all  this,  horfe-races  and  other 
diverfions  were  fet  on  foot,  and  fuch  a  fpirit  of  idlenefs  began  to  prevail,  as  very  eafily 
accounted  for  their  eagernefs  in  defiring  to  have  negroes  granted  them ;  and  plainly 
fhewed  with  what  fatal  confequences  it  muft  have  been  attended,  if  the  truftees  had  not 
remained  firm  to  their  firft  refolutions,  and  had  not  given  fuch  an  anfwer  as  fliewed  • 
they  were  refolved  to  preferve  that  fpirit  in  the  colony  upon  which  it  was  fettled,  and 
which  could  alone  render  it  worth  that  cai'e,  which  had  been  hitherto  taken  of  it  by  the 
public.  However,  to  make  the  people  as  eafy  and  contented  as  they  could,  they 
publiflied  an  advertifement  in  the  London  Gazette,  the  8th  of  September,  1739,  and 
other  papers,  which  were  continued  for  feveral  days,  and  ordered  it  to  be  publiflied  in  the 
South  Carolina  Gazette ;  that  they  had  refolved  to  enlarge  their  grants  on  failure  of 
iflue  male,  and  to  make  a  certain  provifion  for  the  widows  of  the  grantees,  in  the 
following  manner,  viz.  that  the  lands  already  granted,  and  fuch  as  fliould  hereafter  be 
granted,  fliould,  on  failure  of  iifue  male,  defcend  to  the  daughters  of  fuch  grantees  ;  and 
in  cafe  there  fliould  be  no  iflue  male  or  female,  that  the  grantees  might  devife  fuch 
lands  ;  and  for  want  of  fuch  devife,  that  fuch  lands  fliould  defcend  to  their  heirs  at  law, 
with  a  provifo  that  the  pofleflloa  of  the  perfon  who  fliould  enjoy  fuch  devife,  fliould  not 
be  increafed  to  more  than  five  hundred  acres  ;  and  that  the  widows  of  the  grantees 
fhould  hold  and  enjoy  the  dwelling  houfe,  garden,  and  one  moiety  of  the  lands  their 
hufband  fliould  die  poflefl*ed  of,  for,  and  during  the  term  of  their  lives.  The  truftees 
direfted  in  the  advertifement,  that  thofe  who  intended  to  have  the  benefit  given  them, 
fliould  enter  their  refpeftive  claims,  in  order  that  proper  grants  and  conveyances  in  the 
law  might  be  forthwith  prepared  and  executed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  no  fee  or  re- 
ward was  to  be  taken  for  the  entering  any  fuch  claim,  diredly  or  indireftly,  by  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever.  It  appears  clearly  from  thefe  conceflions,  how  very 
defirous  the  truftees  were  of  giving  the  people,  fettled  in  Georgia,  all  imaginable  fatif- 
faftion,  confiftent  with  the  fchemethey  had  formed  of  fecuring  thefe  lands  to  the  aftual 
planters,  and  thereby  prevent  thofe  inconveniencies,  to  which  others,  particularly  the 
fouthern  colonies  were  liable,  and  which  would  have  been  fo  much  the  more  fatal 
in  a  colony,  the  chief  inducement  to  eftablifti  which,  was  the  making  a  ftrong 
frontier. 

9.  The  French,  who  by  degrees  grew  more  and  more  uneafy  at  the  fettlement  of 
Georgia,  and  our  intercourfe  with  the  Indians,  began  to  make  ufe  of  every  method  they 
could  devife,  in  order  to  create  differences  and  jealoufies  between  us  and  the  Creeks, 
which  was  no  fooner  known,  than  it  greatly  alarmed,  not  only  the  people  fettled  in 
Georgia,  but  the  whole  province  of  Carolina,  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  danger  they 
fhould  be  in,  if  the  French,  either  by  their  artifices  or  prefents,  fliould  draw  over  the 
Creek  Indians  to  their  party,  as  appears  by  their  applications  both  to  Colonel  Ogle- 
thorpe, and   to   the  government  at  home.     Upon  this  Mr.  Oglethorpe   thought  it 
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neceflary  to  enter  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  this  nation  ;  and  therefore  refolved  upon  a 
journey  to  the  Coweta  town,  though  at  the  diftance  of  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  miles 
from  FreJerica,  where  he  then  was,  and  through  a  country  very  little  known  to,  and 
very  difficult  for  Europeans  to  travel.  He  provided  him,  however,  with  horfes  and 
prefents  fit  for  (he  purpofe;  fet  out  for  that  place,  and  after  a  painful  and  fatiguing 
journey,  reached  it  in  fafety,  where  he  was  leceived  by  the  Indians  with  all  imaginable 
marks  of  friendfliip  and  refpeft ;  and  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  conferring,  not 
only  with  the  chiefs  of  all  the  tribes  of  this  nation,  but  alfo  with  the  deputies  of  the 
Choftaws  and  Chickefaws,  who  lie  between  the  Engliflt  and  French  fettlements,  and 
who  had  fent  their  deputies  thither  with  that  view.  The  confequence  of  this  meeting 
was,  the  making  a  new,  more  full,  and  explicit  treaty  with  the  lower  Creeks  than  the 
former ;  which  was  of  fo  great  confequence  that  Colonel  Bull,  lieutenant-governor  of 
Carolina,  declared  that  if  the  Creeks  could  be  fecured,  they  (hould  be  under  no 
apprehenfions  from  the  intrigues  of  the  French  with  the  other  nations  ;  and,  that  this 
was  effeftually  done,  the  reader  will  perceive  from  the  perufal  of  the  treaty  then  con- 
cluded with  that  nation ;  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  from  an  inftrument,  con- 
taining the  exemplification  of  the  faid  treaty,  under  the  feal  of  the  province  of  Georgia, 
with  all  the  neceffary  certificates  from  the  magiftrates  indorfed  thereupon  ;  and  which 
ought  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  the  moft  authentic  evidence  of  that  gentleman's 
diligence,  zeal  and  fuccefs,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America. 

Proceedings  of  the  aflembled  Eftates  of  all  the  Lower  Creek  Nations,  held  on  Saturday, 
the  1  ith  day  of  Augufl,  Anno  Domini  1739. 

"  By  powers  from  His  Moft  Sacred  Majefly  George  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God- 
King  of  Great  Britdn,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  General  James  Oglethorpe  being  ap- 
pointed commiffioner,  was  prefent  in  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  and  opened  the  affembly 
by  a  fpeech.  There  were  alfo  prefent  at  the  faid  affembly  of  eftates,  the  mico,  or  kino- 
of  the  Coweta  tovra  ;  Chickley  Ninia,  mico  of  the  faid  town  ;  Malachio,  mico,  fon  of 
Brim,  late  emperor  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  the  chief  men  and  warriors  of  the  Coweta 
towns  ;  the  mico  or  chief  king  of  the  Cuffitas ;  and  Scilkeligo,  mico,  next  to  the 
king  of  the  Cuffitas  ;  Ifkeigo,  third  chief  man  of  the  Cuffitas,  and  the  other  chief  men 
and  warriors  of  the  faid  town  ;  and  alfo  Ocakchapakho,  and  the  chief  men  of  the  town 
of  Polachuchulas;  Kolatto,  chief  war-captain,  and  other  chief  men  and  warriors;  being 
deputies,  fent  with  full  powers  to  conclude  all  things  neceffary  for  the  faid  town. 
Tawmawme,  mico  of  the  Ufawles,  with  feveral  other  chief  men  and  warriors  ;  being 
deputies  fent  with  full  powers  to  conclude  all  things  neceffary  for  the  faid  town. 
Metalcheko,  war-captain  of  the  Echetees,  with  feveral  other  chief  men  and  warriors  ; 
being  depudes  fent  with  full  powers  to  conclude  all  things  for  the  faid  town.  Neathacklo, 
chief  man  of  Ofcachees,  with  feveral  other  chief  men  and  warriors,  fent  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  all  things  for  the  faid  town.  OccuUaveche,  chief  man  of  the 
Checaws,  with  feveral  other  chief  men  and  warriors ;  being  deputies  fent  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  all  things  for  the  faid  town.  Howanawge  Thalacko,  chief  man 
of  the  Oxmulges,  with  feveral  other  chief  men  and  warriors  ;  being  deputies  fent  with 
powers  to  conclude  all  things  for  the  faid  town.  The  mico,  or  chief  kin^T  of  the 
Occouys,  with  feveral  chief  men  and  warriors,  having  full  powers  to  conclude  all  things 
for  the  faid  town.  Nealhoclo,  a  fecond  chief  man  of  the  Swales,  with  feveral  other  chief 
men  and  warriors  ;  being  deputies  fent  with  full  powers  to  conclude  all  things  for  the 
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faid  town.     The  faid  efiates  being  folemnly  held,  and  opened  at  the  great  fquare  in  ths 
town  ot  Coweta,  and  atljourned  from  thence  to  the  town  Cuflitas  ;  and  the  deputies 
having  drank  black  drink  together,  according  to  the  aacient  cuftom  of  their  aatioi 
(being  a  rehgious  form  tranfmitted  down  by  their  anceRors),  the  whole  eftates  declared, 
by  a  general  confent  without   one  negative,  that  they  adhered  in  their  ancient  love  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  their  agreements  made  in  the  year  one  thoufand  i^cven 
hundred  and   thirty-three,  with  the  truftees  for  eftablifliing  the  colony  of  Georgia  in 
America  ;  a  counter-part  of  which    agreement  was  then  delivered  to  each  town ;  and 
the  deputies  of  the  feveral  towns   produced  the  lame ;  and  farther  declared,  that  all 
the  dominioiTS,  territories  and  lands,  from  the  river  Savannah,  to  the  river  St.  John's, 
and  all  the  iflands  between    the  faid   rivers;  and  from  the  river  St.  John's  to  the  bay 
Appallache,  within  which  are  all  the  Appallache  old  fields  ;  and  from  the  faid  bay  of 
Appallache  to  the  mountains  ;  doth  by  ancient  right  belong  to  the  Creek  nation,  and 
they  have  maintained  polfeffion  of  the  faid  right,  againft  all  oppofers  by  war ;  and  can 
fhew  the  heaps  of  bones   of  their  enemies  flain  by  them  in  defence  of  the  faid  Lmds. 
And  the  faid  eftates  further  declare,  that  the  Creek  nation  hath  for  ages,  had  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Idngs  and  queens  of  England,  and  that  the  Spaniards,  nor  no  other 
nation,  have  any  right  to  any  of  the  faid  lands,  and  that  they  will  not  fuffer  them,  or 
any  other    perfon,   except   the  truftees    for  eftabliftiing    the    colony    of  Georgia  in 
America,  to  fettle   on  the  faid   lands.      And  they   do    acknowledge,    by    the  grant 
they   have   already   made   to  the  truftees   for   eftablifhing  a   colony  of  Georgia  in 
America,  all  the  lands  upon  the  Savannah  river,  as  far  as  the  river  Ogeeche ;  and  all 
the  lands  along  the  fea  coaft,  as  far  the  river  St.  John's,  and  as  high  as  the  tide  flows, 
and  all  the  iflands  as  far  as  the  faid  river,  particularly  the  iflands  of  Frederica,  Cum- 
berland, and  Amelia,  to  which  they  have  given  the  names  of  his  Majefty's  family,  out 
of  gratitude  to  him.     But  they  declare,  that  they  did    and  do  referve  to  the  Creek 
nation,  all  the  land  from  Pipemakes  Bluff,  to  Havannah  and  the  iilands  of  St.  Catharina, 
Ofl'ebaw,  and  Sappalo.  And  they  further  declare,  that  the  laid  lands  are  held  by  the  Creek 
nation  as  tenants  in  common.  And  the  faid  commiffioner  doth  declare,  that  the  Englilh 
fhall  not  enlarge,  or  take  up  any  other  lands  except  thefe  granted  as  above  by  the 
Creek  Indian  nation  to   the  truftees;  and   doth  promife  and  covenant,  that  he  will 
punifti  any  perfon  that  fhall  intrude  upon  the  faid  lands  which  the  Creek  nation  hath  re- 
served as  above.  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  this  21ft  day  of  Auguft,  at  the  Coweta 
tov.Ti,  1739.  "  James  Oglethorpe." 

At  this  diftance,  it  is  a  very  difficult  if  not  impracticable  thing,  to  give  the  reader  a 
clear  and  diftinft  intelligence  of  the  difficulties  furmounted,  and  tlie  advantages  acquired 
by  Mr.  Oglethorjje's  journey,  and  his  fuccefs  in  concluding  this  alliance  ;  we  will,  how- 
ever, endeavour  to  reprefcnt  them  as  clearly  and  as  fully  as  we  can.  In  the  firft  place, 
his  making  fuch  a  journey  as  this,  gained  him  a  great  reputation  with  the  Indians  j 
imprefl'ed  upon  them  fentiments  of  deep  refpeft  for  the  Engliih  nation,  and  of  par- 
ticular affeftion  for  the  colony  of  Georgia.  At  the  fame  time  it  itruck  the  French 
with  amazement ;  fome  of  their  governors  of  Canada  had  indeed  made  conftderable 
jf)urncys  from  Quebec  in  order  to  confer  with  the  Intlians,  and  to  conclude  treaties 
with  them  ;  but  then  they  always  thought  it  requifite  to  be  well  attended,  and  never 
made  thefe  excurfions  but  at  the  head  of  a  confidcrablc  body  of  regular  troops.  Whereas 
General  Oglethorpe  had  no  fuch  attendants,  but  relied  entirely  on  the  good  faith  of 
the  Indians,  and  of  his  o\vn  behaviour  towards  them.  He  knew  the  confequence  of 
their  living  in  fincere  amity  with  the  Englifli ;  and  he  was  willing  to  run  any  perfonal 
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Fn-zard  ncceffary  to  eftablifli  it.  In  fliort,  he  found  it  i-cquifitc  for  the  weifare  of  rhe 
colony  which  he  had  fettled,  that  they  Ihoukl  be  able  to  place  an  imire  confidence  in  the 
Indians,  and  the  Indians  in  thcni ;  which  reciprocal  confidence  he  actually  procured, 
1  y  repofing  himfelf  entirely  on  their  faith  ;  and  by  the  treaty  that  he  concluded  with 
tliem. 

His  coming  to  the  Coweta  town  difiipated  all  their  fears,  and  extinguifhed  all  their 
jealoufies ;  the)'  told  him  fo  fairly  in  their  firfl  conferences.  They  faid  it  had  been  in- 
finuated  to  them,  that  he  was  come  into  that  country  to  deprive  thein  of  their  land  ; 
and  that  they  had  been  aiiured,  he  was  aftually  preparing  to  invade  them  ;  but  they 
were  now  convinced  that  thefc  were  all  falflioods  and  calumnies  ;  that  he  really  meant 
them  all  the  good  they  could  expeft  ;  and  that  inftead  of  injuring  them  by  the  fettle- 
ment  he  was  making,  it  would  prove  a  new  fccurity  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  Englifh  ; 
and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  their  common  enemies  to  hurt  eitl  er.  For  which  reafon 
they  were  on  their  parts,  ready  to  do  all  that  he  could  expect  from  them,  and  were 
perfeQly  fatisfied  that  he  would  perform  his  engagements  towards  them,  with  the  like 
punctuality.  There  is  no  wonder  therefore,  if  the  French  were  exceflively  alarmed  on 
the  news  of  this  conference,  and  of  the  alliance  which  General  Oglethorpe  had  con- 
cluded ;  fince  they  could  confider  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  firfl;  ftep  to  a  general 
confederacy  with  all  the  Indian  nations  that  had  met  at,  or  fent  deputies  to  the  Coweta 
town ;  from  whence  they  forefaw  many  and  great  inconveniences  to  themfelves  ;  for, 
in  the  firfl:  place,  this  new  treaty  with  the  Greeks,  defeated  all  the  meafures  they  had 
been  taking,  unravelled  all  their  defigns,  and  connefted  that  nation  more  clofely  tl'.an 
ever  with  the  Euglilli,  which  in  itfelf  was  a  very  great  and  unlooked  for  dif- 
appointment. 

But  that  was  not  all,  they  clearly  comprehended  that  by  this  means  we  fhouid  not 
only  keep  ou  r  old  friends,  but  draw  oiF  alfo  fome  of  theirs.  Of  all  the  nations  tliat 
bordered  upon  them,  they  are  moft  afraid  of  the  Chickefaws,  whom  they  look  upon  as 
the  fiercefl:  and  braved:  race  of  Indians  in  America,  vvith  whom  they  have  never  been 
upon  good  terms,  more  efpecially  fince  the  year  1731,  when  they  difcovered,  or  pre- 
tended to  difcover  a  defign  they  had  formed,  to  furprife  and  defl:roy  all  their  advanced 
fettlements.  They  were  alfo  in  a  very  great  fear  of  the  Choflaws,  or  as  the  French 
call  them  Tchoctas,  both  becaufe  they  are  a  very  numerous  nation,  aijd  are  fo  fituated 
as  to  be  able  at  any  time,  to  din;urb  and  difquiet  their  fettlements.  But  it  foon  ap- 
peared by  experience,  that  the  new  treaty  operated  fuccefstuily,  fince  the  governor  of 
New  York,  having  given  information  to  Colonel  Bull,  ot  Carolina,  of  the  march  of  a 
body  of  French  troops,  and  Indians  from  Quebec,  with  intent  to  attack  the  Indians  in 
friendfliip  with  England  ;  but  though  this  put  the  people  of  Carolina  and  Georgia  upon 
their  guard,  there  followed  nothing  from  it ;  for  the  French  found  the  Indians  well  pre- 
pared and  difpofed  to  receive  them,  and  therefore  defifl:ed  from  their  defign,  for  fear  it 
fliould  produce  a  general  war,  that  might  prove  fatal  to  the  colonies  on  the  Mifliilippi 
river  ;  the  people  of  which  were  excellively  apprehenfive  ot  what  might  happen  from 
the  general  confederacy  of  the  neighbouring  Indians  againft  them. 

The  trufl;ees  proceeded  as  vigoroufly  as  it  was  poilible  in  the  execution  of  every  part 
of  their  fcheme  ;  and  having,  with  fuch  unwearied  diligence,  provided  for  the  fettle- 
ment  of  a  new  colony,  and  tor  thefecurity  ot  its  frontiers,  they  began  next  to  emplov 
their  fkill  and  pains  to  promote  all  kinds  of  improvements  ;  and  were  efpeciall)  Iblicitous 
to  obtain  from  thence  fome  fpecimens  of  the  poilibility  of  raifing,  in  ihat  countrv,  the 
commodities  that  were  expected  from  it.  They  very  well  knew  that  this  required 
hard  labour,  and  that  nothing  had  accrued  to  Great  Britain  worth  fpealdng  of,  from 
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any  of  the  colonies  in  America,  in  many  years  longer  than  this  fettlement"  of  Georgia 
had  been  made.  But  on  the  other  hand,  they  alio  knew  that  the  Englifli  nation  was 
naturally  impatient  ;  that  great  funis  of  money  h.id  been  iffued  for  the  fervice  of 
this  colony  ;  that  great  expedations  were  had  of  it ;  and  that,  if  nothing  foon  appeared, 
however  certain  in  thenilelves,  and  juft  in  their  nature,  no  excufes  would  prevail. 
They  therefore  recommended  it  to  their  fervants  in  Georgia,  to  ufe  their  utmoil  fkill 
and  diligence  in  promoting  the  culture  of  mulberry  trees  and  filk,  fo  that  it  might  be, 
at  leaft,  dcmonftrated,  that  they  were  not  deceived  in  their  expectations ;  but  that  in 
due  time,  and  with  reafonable  encouragement,  the  nation  might  hope  to  fee  a  full 
return  in  that  commodity,  for  the  expence  flie  had  been,  and  muft  be,  at,  in  bringing' 
the  colony  of  Georgia  to  perfeftion.  For  they  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  from  the 
methods  they  had  uled  in  fending  over  proper  perfons  for  the  management  of  that 
bufinefs,  their  demands,  with  a  due  degree  of  care  and  diligence  in  their  fervants,  might 
be  anfwered,  which  would  afford  them  an  anfwer  to  all  objeftions. 

A  parcel  of  raw  filk  was  accordingly  brought  this  year  from  Georgia,  by  Mr,  Samuel 
Augfpourguer,  who  made  an  affidavit  before  a  mafter  in  chancery,  that  he  received  it 
from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  the  truftees  flore-keeper  at  Savannah,  who  told 
him  it  was  the  produce  of  Georgia  ;  and  the  faid  Samuel  Augfpourguer,  who  refided 
in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  province,  faid,  that  when  at  Savannah,  he  faw  the  Italian 
family  there  winding  off  filk  from  the  coquons.  The  filk  was  fliewed  at  the  truftees 
oiBce,  to  Mr.  John  Zacary,  an  eminent  raw-lilk  merchant,  and  Mr.  Booth,  one  of  the 
greatell  filk-weavers  in  England,  who  declared  it  was  as  fine  as  any  Italian  filk ;  and 
that  it  was  worth,  at  leaft,  twenty  fhillings  a  pound.  This  Mr.  Samuel  Augfpourguer, 
who  joined  the  colony  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1736,  left  it  in  July  1739,  with  two 
men  fervants  and  their  children,  on  his  plantation,  and  came  over  to  obtain  a  grant  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  to  get  fome  of  his  countrymen  from  the  canton  of 
Bern  in  Switzerland,  to  go  with  him  as  fervants,  on  his  return  to  Georgia,  in  order  ta 
proceed  more  eifedtually  in  the  cultivation  of  his  lands. 

The  truftees,  this  year,  alfo  took  further  methods  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  people 
in  the  province.  They  extended  the  tenures,  by  which  the  daughter  of  a  grantee,  or 
any  other  perfon,  was  made  capable  of  enjoying,  by  devife,  or  inheritance,  any  quantity 
of  lands  which  did  not  increafe  her  or  his  poiieliion,  to  more  than  two  thoufand  acres. 
A  licence  was  alfo  granted  for  all  the  prefent  poffeffors  of  land  in  Georgia,  to  make 
ieafes  of  any  part  of  their  lots,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  to  any  perfon 
refiding  in  Georgia,  and  who  Ihould  refide  there,  during  the  term  of  fuch  leafe.  A 
general  releafe  was  likewife  pafled,  by  which  no  advantage  was  to  be  taken  againft  any 
of  the  prefent  polTelTors  of  land  in  Georgia,  for  any  forfeiture  incurred  at  any  time  before 
Chriftmas  1740,  to  the  tenure  or  cultivation  of  land  ;  and  the  poifelfors  of  fifty  acres 
were  not  obliged  to  cultivate  more  than  five  acres  thereof,  in  ten  years  from  their 
grants  ;  and  thofe  of  under  fifty  acres  in  proportion  ;  and  the  pofTelfors  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  were  not  obliged  to  cultivate  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
thereof,  in  twenty  years  from  their  grants  ;  and  thofe  of  under  five  hundred  acres,  and 
above  fifty  acres,  in  pr'->poriion,  to  prevent  any  forfeiture  for  want  of  cultivating  the 
quantities  required.  Under  thefe  circumftances  it  is  prefumed  that  no  complaint  can 
now,  with  reafon,  be  made  againft  the  tenure,  by  which  the  inhabitants  at  this  time 
hold  their  lands,  fince  they  have  more  power  than  is  generally  given  by  marriage  fettle- 
menis,  in  which  the  grantees  are  only  tenants  for  liie,  incapable  of  mortgaging,  or 
alienating,  or  making  any  difpofition  by  their  iaft  will  ;  whereas  the  freeholders  in 
Georgia  are  now  become  tenants  in  tail-general,  and  may,  with  the  licence  of  the  com- 
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mon  council  of  the  tru flees,  upcm  application  made  to  tliem  for  that  purpofc,  mortgajre, 
or  alien,  and  further,  without  application,  have  it  abiolutcly  in  their  power,  on  faiiure 
of  iflue  in  rail,  to  difpofe  thereof  by  their  laft  will.  /\t  lead  this  was  all  the  truflees 
thought  themfclvcs  at  liberty  to  do,  confuleriui;-  the  obligation  they  were  under  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  to  the  fcttlenient ;  aiul  that  they  were  as  much  bound  to  provi.le, 
that  the  nation  had  a  juft  fatisfaclion  for  what  ftie  difljurfed  in  favour  of  the  colony,  as 
tliat  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia  fliould  be  made  eafy  in  their  fetllements,  and  meet  with 
fuiTicient  encouragement  to  proceed  with  indullry  in  all  their  undertikings  ;  and  with 
this  double  view,  to  the  fervicc  of  the  public,  and  the  welfare  of  the  fettlement,  all  their 
applications  at  home,  and  all  their  diredions  abroad,  are  to  be  referred, 

9.  We  have  now  run  through  the  hillory  of  this  province  for  above  feven  years,  that 
is,  from  the  time  of  projecting  fuch  a  fettlenient  as  this  on  the  fouth  frontier  of  Carolina, 
to  the  carrying  that  di.'fign  into  execution,  and  bringing  tlie  new  province  into  fome 
tolerable  degree  of  order ;  and,  in  tlie  courle  of  our  hiftory,  we  have  had  occafion  to 
obferve,  from  time  to  time,  what  care  and  circumfpedion  has  been  ufed,  to  render 
it  ufeful  to  thole  ends  for  which  it  was  intended.  We  have  taken  notice  of  the  fenfe 
which  the  whole  province  of  Carolina  had  of  the  neceflity,  as  well  as  expedience,  of 
fuch  a  fettlement.  We  have  fhewn,  that  thofe  who  were  fent  over  were  difriphned  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  defend,  as  well  as  acquire,  property.  We  have  fet 
clown  the  realons  why  negroes  were  prohibited  ;  and  thofe  reafons  very  clearly  prove, 
that  the  colony  could  not  have  anfwered  any  of  thofe  ends  for  which  it  was  eftabliflied, 
if  negroes  had  been  permitted.  We  have  given  fome  account,  and,  if  the  bounds  of 
of  this  chapter  would  have  permitted,  we  fliould  have  given  a  further  account,  of  the 
jealoufies  entertained  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  on  account  of  this  fettlement, 
which  we  conceive  to  be  fo  many  demoriflrative  proofs  of  its  utility.  We  have  given 
the  reader  a  large  extracl  from  the  memorial  of  the  affembly  of  South  Carolina,  fetting 
forth,  in  the  cleareit  and  ftrongefl  terms,  the  wants  of  that  province,  and  the  points  in 
which  they  flood  in  need  of  alTiflance.  We  have  fhewn,  by  a  plain  narrative,  of  fafts, 
how  agreeable  the  condutt  of  General  Oglethorpe  was  to  the  demands  of  that  memorial ; 
and  how  far,  by  the  happy  fuccefs  attending  thofe  endeavours,  they  have  been  anfwered, 
more  efpecially  by  his  lafl  tieaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  which,  as  we  fhall  have  occa- 
fion to  fhew  hereafter,  has  efledually  anfwered  his  ends  and  theirs,  fo  as  not  only  to 
come  up  to,  but  even  to  exceed  and  go  beyond,  their  expeftations.  We  have  iikewife, 
from  time  to  time,  exhibited  the  alterations  that  in  compliance  with  the  people's  defires, 
the  truflees  have  thought  fit  to  make  in  their  conflitution,  for  the  eafe  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  planters.  And  we  have  Iikewife  given  an  inflance,  that  they  have 
not  been  difappointed  in  their  views  as  to  the  produce  of  this  new  colony  ;  but  that 
it  is  both  poflible  and  prafticable  to  make  therein  as  good  filk  as  we  can  purchafe 
with  money  (which  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the  cafe  at  prefent),  from  any  part  of  the 
world. 

It  remains,  according  to  the  plar»  that  we  have  laid  down,  to  give  a  defcription  of 
this  new  province  in  the  manner  it  is  now  fettled,  that  the  reader  may  fee  what  the 
fruits  have  been  of  the  care  and  expence  of  the  legiflature,  the  prudence  and  attention 
of  the  truflees,  and  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  thofe  intrufled  by  them  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  world.  And  though,  as  vet,  they  have  not 
received  fo  copious  and  fo  exa£t  a  defcription  of  their  new  colony  as  they  expeft  ;  yet, 
from  what  we  are  enabled  to  fay  upon  this  fubject,  it  will  inconteflibly  appear,  tliat 
much  has  been  done,  that  many  towns  have  been  fettled,  great  improvements  made  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  each  of  them,  fevcral  fortrefles  ereded,  due  care  taken  of  the 
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frontiers,  and,  in  a  word,  as  much  performed  'as  could  be  rationally  expefted  in  fo 
IhoTt  a  fpuce  of  tmie,  and  all  circumftances  confidered. 

The  town  of  Savannah  is  about  ten  miles  up  the  river  Savannrdi,  There  are,  besides 
warehoufes  and  huts,  at  lead  one  hundred  and  tiiiriy  h^ufes  in  the  town.  As  thefp, 
for  the  fake  of  air,  and  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  anv  fire,  are  built  at  fonie  diftance 
from  each  other,  they  make  feveral  fpacioas  fquares  and  wide  ifreets.  There  is  a  regular 
magiftracy  feitkd  in  the  town,  which  the  truilees  are  oblii^ed  to  bf  at  rhe  expence  of 
fuppoi'ting,  till  the  coloi}y  arrives  at  fufficient  ftrength  to  do  it.  There  are,  hi  the 
town  a  court-houfe,  a  ftore  houfe,  a  gaol,  a  houfe  for  the  truftees  fervants,  a  wharf, 
a  guard-houfe,  and  fome  other  public  buildings.  A  church  is  at  prefent  budding,  iuicl 
a  clergyman  is  fettled  there.  The  town  is  excellently  htuated  for  trade,  the  navigation 
of  the  river  being  very  fecure,  and  fhips  of  three  huadred  tons  can  lie  within  fix  yards 
of  the  town,  and  the  worm  does  not  eat  into  them.  About  four  miles  from  Savannah, 
inland  from  the  river,  are  the  two  villages,  Highgate  and  Hamftead,  which  lie  at  about 
a  mile  diltance  from  each  other  ;  the  people  fettled  there  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to 
gardening,  and  fupply  the  town  of  Savannah  with  quantities  of  greens,  and  garden-fluff; 
there  are  twenty  plantations  within  twenty  miles  round  Savannah,  which  have  each  of 
them  from  five  to  thirty  acres  of  land,  (hared. 

About  fifteen  miles  from  Savannah  is  a  village  called  Abercorn  ;  about  twenty  miles 
farther  up  the  river  is  the  town  of  Ebenezer,  where  the  Saltfburgers  are  fettled  with 
two  minifters  ;  one  of  whom  computed,  that  the  number  of  his  congregation,  in  July 
1738,  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  forty-fix;  therefore,  as  the  infants  could  not  be 
reckoned  in  the  computation,  and  as  feven  more  have  fince  been  fent  and  fettled  with 
them,  it  is  believed  the  numbers  have  increafed,  efpecially  fince  the  town  is  fo  healthly, 
that  by  a  letter  fent  to  the  ibciety  for  promoting  Chriftian  knowledge,  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Bolzius,  one  of  the  miniliers  at  Ebenezer,  dated  the  26th  of  June  1740,  he 
declared,  that  in  a  year's  time  one  perfon  only  had  died,  which  was  a  child  fourteen 
ye^irs  old.  The  people  are  induftrlous  and  iober,  they  raife  not  only  a  fufKcient 
<]u;uitity  of  corn  and  other  produce  for  their  own  fubfiftence  ;  but  they  fell  great 
quantities  to  thofe  at  Savannah,  who  have  not  been  fo  careful  of  their  plantations, 
i'hey  have  great  herds  of  cattle,  and  are  in  fo  thriving  a  condition  that  not  one  perfon 
iias  abandoned  his  fettlement,  or  fent  over  the  leaft  complaint  about  the  tenures,  or 
the  want  of  negroes  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  in  a  body  petitioned  againll  the  ufe  of 
negroes  ;  and  their  minifters  have  declared,  that  their  figning  that  petition  was  a 
voluntary  aft  ;  and  at  their  defire  another  embarkation  of  their  countrymen,  who  are 
willing  to  go  from  Germany  and  join  them,  is  defigned  to  be  fent  with  all  convenient 
fpeed. 

About  ten  miles  from  hence,  upon  a  river  running  into  Savannah,  is  a  place  called 
Old  Ebenezer,  where  is  a  cow-pen,  and  a  great  number  of  cattlf  for  the  ufe  of  the 
public,  and  for  breeding.  At  a  confiderable  dillaiice  from  hence  is  the  town  of 
iVugufht,  before  defcribed,  which,  from  the  great  relbrt  of  traders  and  Indians,  is  in 
a  thriving  ccmdition,  and  is,  and  will  be,  a  great  protection  to  both  the  provinces 
of  Carolina  and  Georgia  againfl  any  defigns  of  the  French.  In  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  province  is  tiie  town  of  New  Invernefs,  upon  the  River  Altamaha,  where  the  High- 
landers are  fettled.  And  about  twenty  miles  from  hence,  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Simon, 
near  the  fea,  is  the  town  of  Frederica,  with  a  regular  magiftracy  as  at  Savannah,  fup- 
ported  at  the  expence  of  the  truftees  ;  Itrong  fortifications  round  the  town  are  almoft 
finiflied.  And  at  thefouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland,  are  barracks  for  three  hundred  and 
thirty  men.     There  arc  fclilemenis  on  the  iflandb  of  lekyl  ajid  Cumberland,  whicli  lie 
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a  fmall  diilancc  from  each  other  to  the  fouthwarJ  of  Fredtrica ;  and  on  tlie  'aft  two 
for  s  arc  buih,  one  of  which  was  dcftribtd   bcl'ore,  and  the  other   was   finiliied  in 

Ap'il  I  740. 

Upon  the  fouth  end  of  the  illand  it  commands  the  inlet  of  Amcha  Sound,  is  ftrongly 
pallifadcd  with  flnnkets,  and  is  defended  by  eij:;ht  pieces  of  cannon  ;  barracks  are  built 
upon  this  ilk  nil  for  two  hnndied  and  twenty  men,  with  florc-houfes,  which  were 
finiflied  in  October  173!^.  There  are  fix  lorts  in  the  province,  and  a  battery  of  can- 
non ereittcd  to  fecure  the  harbour  at  St.  Simon's,  under  which  fhips  may  fafely 
lie.  The  Indi.ns,  from  the  prefents  wliich  tliey  have  annually  received  from  the 
truftees,  and  from  the  jullice  and  humanity  with  which  they  have  been  treated,  are 
fecured,  in  the  Britifli  intereft,  notwithlhmding  the  arts  both  of  the  Frencli  and  Spaniards 
to  feduce  them.  By  this,  South  Carolina  has  been  free  from  wars,  in  which  (as  the 
preamble  to  his  Majefly's  charter  let  forth)  they  had  frequently  fuHered,  and  fo  late 
as  the  year  1715  had  been  Uid  almoii;  walte  with  fire  and  I'word  ;  and  by  the 
fecurity  which  South  Carolina  received  by  fuch  a  frontier  as  Georgia  is  to  it,  very 
large  trads  of  land  have  been  cultivated  in  the  fouthern  part  of  that  province, 
which  no  perfon  would  venture  to  fettle  on  before  ;  and  a  great  quantity  of  rice 
raifed  thereon. 

This  is  a  clear  proof  of  the  injuftice  of  fuppofmg  that  the  nation  hath  hitherto  received 
no  advantage  from  this  colony  ;  fince  whatever  has  been  gained  by  Carolina,  in  virtue 
of  the  protection  fhe  enjoys  by  the  fctllement  of  this  new  province,  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  and  confidered  as  the  produce  of  Georgia  ;  and  though  even  this  may  not  be  any 
great  matter  hitherto,  yet  as  it  is  an  indance  of  the  benefits  to  be  expedted  from  this 
colony  it  ought  to  be  kindly  accepted,  as  an  earnefl:  of  better  things.  As  to  the  number 
of  people  fent  over  to,  and  fettled  in,  Georgia,  within  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  they 
jmiounted  to  upwards  of  two  thoufand,  taking  in  thtjfe  that  went  at  their  own  cxpence, 
which,  if  compared  with  the  fmall  number  of  people  that  were  in  Carolina,  after  it  had 
been  fettled  forty  years,  will  enable  us  to  difUnguifh  between  the  confequences  of  atten- 
tion to  private  profit,  and  concern  for  the  public  good :  to  fay  the  truth  ;  of  all  the  methods 
that  have  been  hitherto  tried,  in  fixing  colonies  in  uidant  parts  of  the  world,  this  may 
very  truly  and  on  good  grounds  be  pronounced  the  belt  ;  becaufe  by  it  duepronfion  is 
made,  that  the  people  fent  over  Ihall  all  be  carefully  fettled  and  well  taken  care  of,  and 
fupported  from  time  to  time  with  proper  fupplies  ;  that  this  care  Ihould  not  ceafe 
inmiediately,  on  their  having  plantations,  but  be  continued  till  the  people  are  in  a 
condition  to  fupport  themfelves. 

By  this  method  towns  are  formed,  not  at  random  and  by  chance,  but  in  proper 
fituations,  and  for  good  reafons  ;  not  purely  for  the  fake  of  immediate  advantage,  but 
with  views  to  the  general  good,  and  future  benefit  of  the  colony.  By  this  means, 
every  flep  made  by  the  rifing  plantation  may  be  directed  to  public  ufe,  and  every  meafiire 
be  calculated  for  the  lervlce  of  the  mother-country  ;  which  cannot  be  expected  where 
grants  are  made  to  the  ufe,  and  for  the  fervice,  of  particular  people,  where  numbers  of 
men  tranfport  themfelves  for  the  fake  of  a  better  livelihood, at  their  own  expyence,  orwhere 
people  are  tranfported  againft  their  will ;  lincein  all  thefe  cafes  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that 
men  will  follow  the  bias  of  their  inclinations  or  interefts  ;  but  as  in  this  cafe,  where  the 
public  is  at  the  expence,  and  where  the  management  is  intruiled  with  perfbns  of 
diltinrtion  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  nothing  of  this  kind  can  happen;  they  will  be 
iuie  to  difcharge  their  dut)',  and  in  proportion  as  the  colony  increafes  and  anfwers  the 
ends  of  thole  who  compofe  it,  it  will  be  likewife  fare  to  anfwer  thefe  ends  for  which  it 
was  fettled.     Befides  all  this,  the  form  of  governnicat,  the  enading  proper  laws,  and 

the 


470  DISCOVERIES    AND    SETTLEMENTS 

the  fpirit  originally  Infufed  into  the  people,  will  render  fiich  a  colony  more  dutiful  and 
obfervant  to  her  mother-country,  than  auy  that  want  thefe  advantages. 

Laflly,  we  may  be  fure  that  in  fuch  a  colony,  the  produce  will  be  managed  mofl  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country  from  whence  it  is  fettled  ;  as  for  inftance  in  this  of  which  we 
are  fpeakiug,  due  care  will  be  certainly  taken  that  they  do  not  run  into  the  cultivation  of 
fuch  commodities  as  are  already  produced  in  the  neighbouring  colonies,  but  bend  their 
endeavours  to  the  promoting  of  luch  as  have  not  been  yet  raifed  to  any  great  advantage 
in  thofe  colonies,  though  perhaps  tlieir  foil  and  climate  wore  fufficiently  fit  for  them. 
Flax,  which  as  we  have  before  ihewn,  may  be  cultivated  here  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
vail  be  certainly  attended  to  ;  and  fo  alfo  pocafhes  and  filk,  which  above  all  things 
claim  our  care,  of  which  we  had  formerly  great  hopes  from  Virginia  ;  and  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  of  which  Carolina  was  actually  fettled  ;  but  in  both  we  were  difappointed 
for  want  of  fome  proper  authority  to  direct  a  continued  application  in  the  planters 
fettled  there  for  that  purpofe,  without  which  nothing  that  does  not  turn  to  large  profit 
immediately  can  be  brought  to  perfedion  ;  but  in  colonies  fettled  by  truftees,  their 
recommendation  will  go  far,  their  authority  farther  enforce  what  they  defire,  and 
premiums  enable  them  with  certainty  to  procure  fuccefs ;  as  we  fliall  have  occafion  to 
Ihew  hereafter. 

Our  aim  at  prefent  is  to  prove  the  excellency  of  this  method  of  fettling,  which  far 
furpalfes  that  of  eltablilhing  exclufive  companies,  as  will  be  evident  if  we  confider  that 
they  regard  their  own  profit  folelv,  and  as  foon  as  they  have  fallen  into  ways  of  pro- 
moting it  efl'eftually,  they  forget  the  obligation  received  from  the  public,  as  is  but  too 
evident  in  many  cafes,  and  has  juftly  occafioned  almoft  a  general  outcry  againil  fuch 
companies  ;  whereas  aboard  of  truftees  conftituted  for  a  limited  time,  infpefl:  the  con- 
cerns, and  promote  the  welfare,  of  a  rifing  colony,  and  by  their  commilllon  ceafe  to 
have  power  over  it  when  their  care  is  no  longer  neceifary  ;  but  as  for  companies,  they 
keep  all  who  belong  to  them  continually  in  leading-firings,  and  never  confider  how 
trading  may  be  made  beneficial  to  a  nation  in  general ;  but  how  it  may  be  ordered  fo  as 
to  become  moft  beneficial  to  themfelves.  But  it  is  time  to  quit  thefe  reiledions,  in  order 
to  relume  the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  and  to  fhew  how,  after  a  few  years  peace,  this 
colony  became  ftrong  enough,  not  only  to  hold  up  her  head  and  preferve  her  being, 
but  to  repulfe  her  enemies,  and  prove  a  fecurity  to  all  her  neighbours  in  time  of  war  ; 
a  thing  wonderful  in  all  refpetts,  and  of  which  pofterity  will  fpeak  with  admiration, 
though  from  an  unaccountable  negligence,  and  want  of  attention,  in  the  preferit  age, 
we  are  fcarce  fo  well  acquainted  with  that  tranfadlion  as  it  deferves. 

1 1.  The  government  in  Great  Britain  having,  after  many  repeated  infults  and  pro- 
vocations, found  themfelves  under  a  nccefiity  of  obtaining  fatisfaclion  from  Spain  by 
force,  a  fquadron  for  that  purpofe  was  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  orders  iifued  to  the 
governors  of  our  refpedive  colonies,  and  others  his  Majelly's  officers  in  America,  to 
annoy  the  Spaniards  by  all  metliods  poflible.  Thefe  orders  were  received  by  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe, in  quality  of  general  commander  in  chief,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 
September  1739.  Whereupon  he  immediately  confidered  of  ways  and  means  for 
putting  them  in  execution  ;  in  order  to  which  he  put  his  o\vn  regiment,  antl  all  the 
forces  he  could  raife  in  Georgia,  into  the  beft  condition  poifible.  He  fent  to  inform 
the  Cherokees,  and  other  Indian  allies,  of  the  lituation  that  affairs  were  in,  and  to 
impower  them  to  enter  into  the  Spanilh  territories.  He  alfo  fent  up  to  Charles  Town 
to  acquaint  the  governor  and  afl'embly  with  the  prefent  pofture  of  things  ;  and  to 
acquaint  them  with  his  readinefs  to  undertake  an  expedition  againft  St.  Auguftin  ; 
for  the  joint  fervice  of  Carolina  and  Georgia.     The  plain  reafon  that  he  was  defirous 
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of  bet^inning  to  a£l  ofTenfively  againfl  the  Spaniards  was,  to  raife  the  f])irits  of  his  own 
people,  to  divert  the  Spanianis  iroin  tlie  defigns  which  they  were  fonninfr  to  our 
prejudice,  and  to  keep  the  war  at  the  greatefl  diftance  poflible. 

It  is  verv  clear,  that  from  the  fituation  of  things  in  Georgia,  it  was  altogether  im- 
polTible  fur  him  to  obtain  a  force  fufficicnt  for  the  execution  of  thefe  defigns,  without 
the  affiltance  of  the  province  of  Carolina  ;  and  as  it  was  of  equal  importance  to  that 
province,  that  thofe  defigns  fhould  be  carried  into  execution,  it  was  but  reafonahle  for 
him  to  expect,  that  all  the  alfifkance  poflible  fhould  be  given  him.  Governor  Bull, 
upon  the  General's  application,  acquainted  the  aflembly  of  Carolina  with  what  had  been 
propofed  ;  and  as  they  were  very  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  undertaking,  of  the 
views  the  Spaniards  had  to  their  prejudice,  and  of  the  preparations  thev  were  making 
to  annoy  both  proviiices,  they  ftiewed  a  difpofition  to  give  him  what  ailiflance  was  in 
their  power. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  they  had  thefe  inclinations,  they  could  not  help  confidering 
the  fituation  of  the  province,  which  under  its  circumftances  at  that  time,  was  very  far 
from  being  in  a  condition  to  enter  into  a  large  expence,  unlefs  there  was  a  great  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs ;  by  which  it  feems  they  underltood  the  reducing  the  fortrefs  of 
St.  Auguftin,  with  the  ftrength  of  which,  as  it  was  a  regular  fortification,  had  always 
in  it  a  good  garrifon,  and  was  highly  confulered  by  the  Spaniards,  they  were  very  well 
acquainted  ;  and  they  knew,  befides,  that  feveral  former  attempts  upon  that  place  had 
been  difappointed.  That  they  might  aft  therefore  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  equally 
fhew  their  zeal  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  their  regard  for  the  welfare  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  the  aifembly  directed,  that  General  Oglethorpe  Ihould  be  defired  to  explain 
himfelf  fully,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  aififtance  he  expected,  and  the  ends  he  conceived 
it  might  anfwer,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  agree  to  grant  him  the  afli (lance  he  required. 

Upon  which  the  General,  by  the  following  letter,  dated  at  Frederica,  December  the 
29th,  1739,  laboured  to  give  them  all  the  l^itisfattion  that  was  poflible,  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  matters  under  their  confideration,  as  vvith  refpedt  to  his  own  conduct,  in 
reference  to  the  defigns  he  had  in  view,  and  the  afliitance  he  expected.  This  letter 
was  conceived  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  "  I  fend  up  with  this  an  ofiicer  to  concert 
meafures  for  the  liege  of  St.  Auguftin  ;  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have  twelve  cannons  of 
eighteen  pound'irs  each,  with  two  hundred  fhot  for  each  gun,  and  powder  proportion- 
able ;  one  mortar-piece,  and  bombs,  with  powder  fufficient ;  eight  hundred  pioneers, 
negroes  or  white  men,  with  tools  fufficient  for  that  number  of  men  ;  fuch  as  fpades, 
hoes,  axes,  and  hatchets,  to  dig  trenches,  make  gabelines,  and  facines.  If  they  are 
negroes,  there  mufl  be  white  men  fufficient  to  guard  them,  and  overfee  them  ;  veflels 
and  boats  fufficient  to  carry  the  artillery-men,  provifions,  &c.  We  fliall  have  one  thou- 
iand  Indians  ;  fix  thoufand  bufhels  of  corn  will  be  neceflary  to  feed  them,  or  rice  pro- 
portionable ;  alfo  as  many  horfemen  as  can  be  had,  who  may  pafs  over  the  river 
Savannah,  and  pafling  the  Oakmulgy,  and  Orony,  and  from  thence  to  the  ferry,  on 
the  river  Alata,  where  they  may  pais  over  into  the  Spanifli  Florida.  Captain  M'Pherfon, 
or  Mr.  Jones  of  Ponpon,  can  (hew  them  the  path  ;  for  I  fhould  think  the  people  of 
Carolina  would  do  very  well  to  raife  a  troop  of  rangers,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
IM'Pherf'on,  who  is  a  very  good  officer.  Captain  Warren  allured  me  that  he  would  be 
very  willing  to  afTifl  in  convoying  the  veflels,  and  in  carrying  cannon,  &c.  The 
Cherokee  Indians  have  promifed  me  to  be  down  in  March  ;  1  have  not  heard  from  the 
Creek  nation  lately,  but  I  expeft  them  down  about  the  fame  time,  and  have  had  a 
parry  of  them  with  me  for  fome  months.  I  can  inarch  four  hundred  men  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  leave  fufficient  for  the  garrifons  behind  me.     I  have  ordered  three  troops  of 
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twenty  men  each  to  be  raifed,  but  I  have  been  dilappointed  of  horfes  by  Captain  Cuth- 
bert's  death,  fo  I  have  got  yet  only  tweh'e.  If  the  Carolina  people  will  pay  them,  I 
believe  they  may  raife  fifty  very  good  men  at  Purrilburg.  I  fliould  defire  four 
months  provifions  for  four  hundred  men  of  the  regiment,  of  rice  and  meat,  with 
boats  for  carrying  it  to  St.  Auguftin,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of  each  per  diem 
for  each  man.  I  have  thirty-fix  cohorns,  and  about  eighteen  hundred  fliells : 
of  the  people  of  the  province  of  Georgia  I  cannot  draft  many,  becauie  I  muft  not  leave 
the  country  naked ;  and,  as  they  are  poor,  if  they  neglecb  their  planting  feafon,  it  will 
be  difficult  for  them  to  fubfili: ;  therefore  I  would  only  raife  two  hundred,  which  is 
equal  to  the  number  of  foldiers  1  flrall  leave  behind,  and  this  I  cannot  do  unlefs  I  can 
pay  them.  I  believe  they  will  be  content  with  9I.  Carolina  currency  per  month,  and 
fix  pounds  of  meat,  and  fix  pounds  of  rice,  each  per  week,  befides  which  there  muft  be 
pay  to  the  officers.  Therefore,  if  the  aflembly  fliould  grant  me  a  fum  fufficient  to  pay 
them,  and  the  provifions,  I  would  raife  the  men.  This  is  my  opinion  with  relation  to 
the  preparations  for  diflodging  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Auguftin,  without  which  we  cer- 
tainly cannot  do  it.  The  legillative  power  of  Carolina  will  be  the  belt  judges  of  the 
fervice  it  will  be  to  them.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  that  if  we  do  not  take  this  happy 
opportunity  of  attacking  St.  Auguftin  whilft  it  is  weak,  the  Flavanna  being  blocked  up 
by  our  men  of  war,  which  renders  them  incapable  of  receiving  fuccours  from  Cuba, 
all  North  America,  as  well  as  Carolina  and  this  province,  will  feel  it  feverely.  As 
foon  as  the  fea  is  free,  they  will  fend  a  large  body  of  trooDS  from  Cuba.  You  re- 
member the  account  you  fent  to  England,  of  the  preparations  fome  time  fince  made  at 
Havanna  ;  every  thing  is  there  ftill,  and  if  they  fliould  come  up  and  land  in  Florida, 
we  muft  then  make  a  defenfive  war,  and  they  may  then  chufe  who  they  will  attack 
feparately.  They  may  moleft  all  North  America  with  their  privateers,  and  if  they  can 
by  any  means  get  the  ftart  of  the  men  of  war,  they  can  run  into  flioal-water,  where 
they  cannot  follow  them.  I  am  willing  myfelf  to  do  all  I  poffibly  can  for  annoying 
the  enemy  as  his  IMajefty  has  ordered,  and  fliall  fpare  no  perfonal  labour  or  danger 
towards  freeing  Carolina  of  a  place  from  whence  their  negroes  are  encouraged  to 
maflacre  their  mafters,  and  are  openly  harboured  after  fuch  attempts.  The  Spaniards 
attacked  the  ifland  of  Amelia,  and  murdered  two  men  there  ;  I,  to  return  their  civility, 
landed  in  Florida  ;  the  Spanifli  horfe  with  a  party  of  negroes  and  Indians  advanced  as 
if  they  intended  to  attack  us ;  but  before  they  were  within  two  miles  of  us  went  very 
faft  off.  Our  Indians  purfued  them  to  their  forts,  and  killed  one  of  the  negroes  who 
had  run  away  from  Carolina,  within  a  few  miles  of  St.  Auguftin.  A  hope  you  will 
excuie  this  long  letter,  and  believe  me  to  be,  &c." 

It  is  very  clear  from  this  letter,  that  the  general  meant  to  make  the  aflembly  of 
Carolina  perfedtly  acquainted  with  his  intentions,  and  with  every  thing  relating  to  the 
execution  of  them ;  and  that  this  might  be  more  fully  and  effeftually  done,  he  went 
himfelf  to  Charles  Town,  where,  after  many  conferences  and  much  deliberation  on 
both  fides,  a  fcheme  of  action  was  agreed  upon,  and  an  aft  of  aflembly  was  paflTed 
April  the  5th  1740,  for  carrying  the  fame  into  execution  ;  the  Carolina  rejjiment  for  this 
fervice  was  raifed,  and  put  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Vanderdufl'en,  and  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  as  general  and  conmiander  in  chief,  publifhed  a  proclamation,  fettling  the 
terms  of  the  expedition,  and  amongft  other  things  declared  that  he  would  give  what- 
ever fliare  of  plunder  came  to  hini  as  commander  in  chief,  towards  the  relief  of  fuch 
men  as  might  happen  to  be  maimed  or  wounded,  towards  the  afllftance  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  fuch  as  might  be  killed,  and  towards  rewarding  thofe  that  might  diltin- 
guifh  themfelves  in  the  fervice.  All  things  being  prepared  for  entering  upon  this  ex- 
pedition. 
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pedition,  with  the  troops  of  both  provinces  ;  tlie  rendezvous  for  all  the  forces  was  ap- 
pomted  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  river,  where,  accordin<;ly,  mofl:  of  them  arrived  the 
9th  of  May.  But  fome  time  before  this  the  general  had  attacked  and  taken  St.  Francis 
de  Pupa,  a  little  SpaniOi  fort,  wherein  were  a  ferjcant  and  twelve  foldiers,  about  fevcn- 
teen  miles  from  St.  i\ugu(lin. 

From  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  River  the  army  marched  on  the  loth  of  May  to  attack 
Fort  Diego,  about  twenty  miles  dillant ;  w  hicli  fort  had  nine  fwivcls,  two  carriage  guns 
of  two  pound  fhot,  and  fifty  men  ;  and  having  furrounded  it,  on  the  1 2th  they  fent  in 
a  Spanilh  prifoner  with  a  drum,  to  fummon  the  garrifon,  who  immediately  capitulated 
on  the  following  conditions  :  ift.  The  garrifon  to  furrendcr  prifoncrs  of  war,  and  de- 
liver up  the  fort,  with  the  guns  and  ftores,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  2diy,  That 
they  {liould  liave  liberty  to  keep  their  baggage,  and  not  be  plundered.  3dly,  That 
Seignior  Diego  Spinofa,  to  whom  the  fort  belonged,  being  built  at  his  expence,  and 
on  his  lands,  (hould  hold  his  lands,  flaves,  and  fuch  other  effects  as  were  not  already 
plundered  in  the  field.  4thly,  That  no  deferters  or  runaways  from  Carolina,  fhould 
have  the  benefit  of  this  capitulation,  but  be  furrendered  at  difcretion.  This  fort  was 
garrifoned  by  fixty  of  the  general's  forces  ;  and  from  thence  they  returned  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  where  they  were  joined  by  Colonel  Vanderduffen,  with  the  reft  of  the 
Carolina  regiment,  on  the  19th  of  May,  whence  they  marched  again  to  Diego  the  31  ft  ; 
and  from  thence,  in  two  days,  to  Fort  Moofa,  in  view  of,  and  near  two  miles  diftant 
from  St.  Auguftin,  and  twenty-three  from  Diego.  The  Spaniards  having  deferted 
Moofa,  the  general  ordered  the  gates  to  be  burnt,  and  three  breaches  to  be  made  in 
the  walls,  which  was  plainly  with  a  defign  to  prevent  any  of  his  own  people  from  taking 
poll  within  the  place. 

They  then  proceeded  with  the  whole  army  to  reconnoitre  the  town  and  caftle,  after 
which  they  returned  back  to  Diego  ;  from  thence  the  general  ordered  Colonel  Van- 
derduffen to  march  with  his  regiment,  and  take  poffeffion  of  Point  Quartell,  lying  to 
the  north  of  the  bar,  and  feparated  from  Port  Moofa  by  a  creek  ^  while  the  general, 
with  about  two  hundred  and  fixty  men  of  his  regiment,  and  the  greateit  part  of  the 
Indians  embarked  on  board  the  men  of  war,  and  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Anaftatia, 
oppofite  to  the  caftle ;  leaving  behind  him  on  the  Main  but  between  ninety  and  one 
hundred  white  men,  highlanders  and  others,  in  his  pay,  with  forty-two  Indians,  and  two 
commiffioned  officers,  to  alarm  the  Spaniards  on  that  fide  ;  but  he  gave  a  verbal  com- 
mand of  the  whole  to  Colonel  Palmer,  a  volunteer  from  that  province.  About  the  fame 
time  two  hundred  failors,  from  the  fliips,  were  landed  upon  that  ifland,  which  the 
Spaniards  diredly  abandoned,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Warren,  Captain 
Law,  and  the  honourable  Captain  Townfend,  who  were  all  very  inftrumental  in  that 
fervice. 

While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  the  Spaniards,  on  the  15th  of  June,  marched 
a  very  confiderable  body  of  their  forces  from  St.  Auguftin,  in  the  grey  of  the  morning, 
in  order  to  attack  the  people  under  Colonel  Palmer,  at  Moofa,  in  which  they  were 
but  too  fuccefsful ;  fince  they  furprized  the  people  that  were  there,  cut  many  of  them 
to  pieces,  and  took  part  of  the  reft  prifoners,  which  was  owing  to  the  negledt  of  the 
orders  given  them  not  to  fliut  themfelves  up  in  a  place  which  had  been  difmantled  and 
ruined,  on  purpofe  to  fhew  that  the  general  did  not  intend  to  keep  or  ufe  it  as  a  for- 
tification. But  1  he  conveniency  of  lying  under  cover,  tempted  them  to  forget  thofe 
falutary  inftrudions,  which  brought  on  their  misfortune,  and  gave  the  general  incx- 
preflible  concern,  more  efpecially  for  Colonel  Palmer,  who  was  a  gentleman  of  experi- 
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ence  and  interen:,  as  well  as  a  volunteer,  who  ferved  purely  out  of  zeal  for  the  public 
good,  and  therefore  jollly  eliecmed. 

To  prevent  any  accident  of  the  like  nature,  and  the  more  effeftually  to  block  up  the 
place,  which  for  want  of  numbers  they  were  not  able  regularly  to  invefl;,  the  Carolina 
regiment  was  fent  over  to  Anaftatia.  In  this  ifland  there  were  three  batteries  erefted, 
all  above  a  mile  from  St.  Auguftin  ;  but,  however,  ihcy  fired  fronj  them  warmly,  with 
fome  prejudice  to  the  place;  from  whence  they  were  as  warmly  anfwered,  but  were 
mod  hurt  from  the  fire  from  fix  Spanilh  half-galleys  that  lay  widiin  the  harbour.  This 
induced  a  propofal  to  the  captains  of  the  three  men  of  war,  to  attempt  the  burning 
of  thefe  half-galleys  ;  and  upon  a  confultation  between  them  and  the  land  officers, 
this  was  agreed  to  ;  but  afterwards  the  fea  captains  declared  they  thought  it  impradi- 
cable,  for  want  of  fufficient  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  ;  yet  this  was  difproved  on 
the  27th  of  June,  by  the  going  in  of  Captain  Robert  Tyrrel,  and  his  coming  out  again 
on  board  a  fchooner,  who  reported  that  there  was  water  enough  ;  yet  the  majority  voted 
the  defign  ifill  impracticable,  which  hindered  any  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
though  the  land  officers  confidered  it  as  a  point  thai  would  have  greatly  contributed  to 
the  reducing  of  the  place. 

When  it  was  firft  propofed  to  attack  the  galleys,  it  was  projecled  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.  the  general  was  to  make  a  divcrhon  on  the  Main,  by  attacking  the  town ; 
Colonel  Vanderduffen,  with  part  of  his  regiment,  was  to  keep  a  continual  fire  on  the 
town  and  caftle,  from  the  batteries,  while  Captain  Tyrrel  was  to  have  fet  upon  the 
galleys,  with  the  feamen,  and  the  reft  of  the  colonel's  regiment.  The  general  was  ac- 
cordingly on  the  Main  with  his  troops,  expefting  that  fervice ;  but  the  commodore 
difapproving  this,  and  it  being  yet  a  fccond  time  agreed  to  be  attempted,  upon  the 
remonftrances  of  Colonel  Vanderduffen,  and  Captain  Warren  ;  when  the  commodore's 
lieutenant  was  to  have  commanded  the  attack,  new  difficulties  were  further  ftarted 
when  they  came  on  fhore,  and  fo  it  was  ftill  unattempted.  Yet  it  appears,  that  foon 
after  the  men  of  war  flipping  their  cables,  and  putting  out  to  fea  in  a  ftorm,  the  colonel 
endeavoured  to  revive  the  attempt  on  the  galleys  in  their  abfence  ;  but  propofing  it  to 
the  commodore's  lieutenant,  Mr.  Swanton,  who  appeared  to  be  a  gentleman  of  fpirit, 
and  commanded  the  feamen  left  on  ihore,  he  was  told,  "  He  had  orders  left  not  to 
venture  any  of  them  before  the  return  of  the  fliipping." 

Towards  the  end  of  June,  fome  floops,  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  for  the  garrifon, 
got  in  fafe  at  the  fouth  entrance,  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Auguftin,  called  the  Metanfas, 
without  having  been  difcovered  by  any  of  our  men  of  war,  till  it  was  too  late  to  in- 
tc?rccpt  them.  How  this  happened  has  not  been  hitherto  accounted  for,  but  it  was  a 
feafonable  relief  to  the  garrifon,  who  had  not  then  above  three  days  provifion  of  bread- 
kind  in  the  place ;  and  the  hurricane  feafon  coming  on,  the  commodore  gave  notice  to 
the  general,  that  he  muft  leave  his  ftation,  and  fail  away  with  the  King's  flrips  0:1  the 
5th  of  July.  Upon  this  it  was  reprefented,  '"  That  fince  the  men  of  war  were  obliged 
to  fail  away,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  fend  the  two  men  of  war  floops  into  the  Metanfas, 
to  guard  that,  and  either  fecure  the  retreat  of  the  forces  to  Analtatia,  if  they  fliould  be 
reduced  to  one,  or  affift  in  continuing  the  blockade,  till  they  fhould  be  enabled  to  aft 
more  offenfively,  by  a  further  affiftance." 

To  this  propofal  it  was  agreed,  provided  the  floops  of  war  had  water  enough  to  get  in 
there  ;  and  a  council  was  held  July  the  3d,  wherein  fome  of  the  pilots  that  had  been  fent 
to  found,  declared  upon  oath,  "  There  was  not  water  enough  on  the  bar  of  the  Me- 
tanfas for  the  floops  to  go  in,  and  if  they  could  go  in,  they  could  not  lie  fafe  there  from 
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a  hurricane,  nor  could  they  fight  above  one  a-breaft  in  cafe  tlicy  were  attacked  by  the 
galleys." 

But  the  commodore,  afterwards  afking  Mr.  Blomficid  Barradel,  lieutenam  of  the 
Wolf  floop,  who  had  been  along  with  the  pilots,  and  happened  to  be  aboard  his  fliip 
that  night,  with  fome  captains,  what  he  had  to  fay  in  that  afl'air  ?  be  replied,  that  the 
pilots  had  given  their  opinion,  and  that  he  was  not  then  to  be  examined  ;  but  if  they 
alked  his  opinion  he  would  give  it.  They  then  defi red  he  would  ;  he  affirmed,  "  Thrt 
there  was  water  enough  on  the  bar  for  the  floops  to  get  in ;  that  they  could  lie  faf? 
from  a  hurricane  when  in  ;  and  that  there  was  alfo  fufficicnt  room,  when  in,  to  figl  t 
three  a-breail:,  in  cafe  they  were  attacked."  ITpon  the  pilots  afterwards  objecting  io 
their  lying  fafe,  he  alked  them,  "  Whether  they  remembered  to  have  feen  fuch  an 
ifland  when  they  were  there  ?"  And  when  they  acknowledged  they  did,  he  replied, 
"  That  they  ought  to  know  they  could  lie  fafe  from  a  hurricane  und-jr  that  ifland." 
Notwithllandincj  which  it  was  refolvcd  afterwards  in  council,  that  they  ihould  take  o(F 
all  their  men,  and  fail  away,  leaving  Captain  Townfend  at  Fredenca  ;  which  put  an 
end  to  the  enterprize. 

Thus  ended  this  expedition,  which,  though  not  attended  with  the  fuccefs  fome  ex- 
peeled  from  it,  I  mean  the  taking  the  fortrels  of  St.  Augultin,  was  neverthelefs  ot  very 
great  confequence,  inafmuch  as  it  kept  the  Spaniards  for  a  long  time  upon  the  defcn- 
five ;  when  if  the  fiege  had  not  been  undertaken,  they  would  certainly  have  been 
otherwife  employed  ;  it  laid  all  the  country  open,  fo  that  the  Indians,  in  friendlhip  with 
us,  made  excurfions  up  to  the  gates  of  the  fortrefs ;  and  the  war  being  carried  on  in 
this  manner  for  a  length  of  dme,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians,  bound  them  fo 
ftrongly  to  the  Englifh  intereft,  that  with  a  very  Httle  afTiibuice  from  the  people  of 
Georgia,  they  kept  the  war  at  a  diilance  ;  fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  Caiolina  felt  none 
of  its  eftefts  as  a  colony,  except  the  lofles  fullered  by  their  privateers,  till  the  Spaniards 
executed  their  long  projefted  invafion,  in  1742  ;  in  which  they  employed  the  whole  of 
their  flrength,  and  from  which  they  expefted  to  have  changed  the  whole  face  of  alFairs 
on  the  Continent  of  America  ;  and  even  then  the  people  of  Carolina  fuifered  only  by 
their  fears. 

12.  This  expedition  of  the  Spaniards,  as  has  been  already  hinted  to  the  reader,  was 
really  meditated  before  the  war  commenced,  and  had  very  pr(ibably  taken  place,  if 
reprifals  had  not  been  made  upon  the  Spaniards,  on  account  of  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  their  guarda  colfas  ;  at  leaft  we  have  rcafon  to  judge  fo,  from  the  memo- 
rial of  Sir  Thomas  P'itzgerald,  before  mentioned  ;  in  which  he  alTerted,  that  Georgia 
belonged  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  which  he  repeated  in  a  fubfcquent  memorial. 
But  the  operadons  of  our  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  Admiral  Vernon,  put  a  ilop 
to  their  preparations  at  the  Havanna  ;  and  the  fiege  of  St.  Auguftin,  and  its  confe- 
quences,  retarded  them  likewife  for  fome  tim.e.  Yet  as  the  Spaniards  are  not  apt  to 
defift  from  projeds  they  have  once  formed,  and  as  the  miniftry  at  Madrid  had  very  high 
expedations  from  the  execution  of  this,  they  ftill  kept  it  on  foot,  and  only  waited  for 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  performing  what  they  imagined  would  have  entirely 
changed  the  fcene  of  things  in  North  America.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  they  exe- 
cuted it  at  laif,  and  the  amazing  difappointment  they  met  with  notwithftanding  tiie  vail 
force  they  employed,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  that  by  which  they  were  alhfted,  we  had  fo 
full,  fo  clear,  and  fo  authendc  an  account  publiflied  by  authority,  that  I  know  of  no 
method  more  fit  to  convey  an  idea  of  it,  or  lefs  liable  to  any  exceptions,  than  tranfcrib- 
ing  it,  the  rather  becaufe  as  it  Ifands  here  connected  with  the  hiftory  of  Georgia,  the 
reader  will  have  all  the  lights    that  are  neceflary  to  render  every  circumllance  in  it 
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perfeftly  Intelligible.  Thus  then  that  account,  tranfmitted  to  us  by  General  Ogle- 
thorpe, ran  :  "  The  beginning  of  May  laft  the  Spaniards  fitted  out  their  fleet  from  the 
Havanna,  confifting  of  fifty-fix  fail,  and  between  feven  and  eight  thoufand  men,  with  an 
intent  to  invade  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  other  northern  colonies.  At 
their  firft  fetting  out,  in  turning  the  Moor  caftle,  they  loft  a  large  fettee  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  and  a  few  days  after  the  fleet  was  difperfed  by  a  florm  ;  fo  that  all 
the  fhipping  did  not  arrive  at  St.  Auguilin.  The  latter  end  of  May  or  beginning  of 
June,  Captain  Haynier  of  the  Ilamborough,  in  his  cruife  to  the  fouthward,  fent  in  to 
General  Oglethorpe  for  intelligence  ;  who  acquainted  him,  that  he  would  probably 
meet  with  feme  Spanifh  veffels  to  the  fouthward  of  St.  Auguftin  ;  which  he  accordingly 
did  and  engaged  ten  fail  of  the  Mofquetos  and  drove  fome  of  them  afhore  ;  but  in  the 
action  lofl  feventeen  of  his  men.  He  on  his  return  acquainted  the  general  with  what 
had  happened,  and  could  not  then  come  in  for  the  defence  of  Georgia,  but  proceeded 
to  Charles  Town,  to  clean  his  fhip.  The  general  thereupon  fent  Lieutenant  Maxwell 
by  water,  and  Lieutenant  Hugh  Mackay  over  land  to  Carolina,  with  advice  to  the 
governor,  but  no  afTiftance  came  from  thence  till  after  the  retreat  of  the  Spaniards. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cook  was  at  Charles  Town,  in  his  way  to  London,  when  Lieutenant 
Maxwell  arrived  with  the  faid  advice. 

"  The  2 1  ft  of  June,  nine  fail  endeavoured  to  come  into  Amelia  found  ;  but  the 
eighteen-pounders  from  Fort  William,  and  the  guard  fchooner  with  eighty  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Dunbar,  fired  fo  brifkly  that  they  fheered  off  as  fall  as  they  could. 
The  general,  on  this  advice,  refolving  to  fupport  the  forts  on  Cumberland,  fet  out  with 
a  detachment  of  the  regiment  on  board  his  boats  ;  fent  Captain  Horton  with  his  com- 
pany of  grenadiers  before,  and  was  himfelf  obliged  to  fight  his  way  with  two  boats, 
through  fourteen  fail  of  Spanifh  veffels  which  endeavoured  to  intercept  him  in  Cum- 
berland Sound.  In  this  engagement  feveral  of  the  Spaniards  being  killed,  the  faid 
veffels  fet  out  to  fea,  and  did  not  join  their  fleet  till  the  day  before  they  left  St,  Simon's 
Sound.  Lieutenant  Tolfon,  who  commanded  the  boat  of  the  greateft  ftrength,  inftead 
of  following  the  general,  run  into  a  marfh,  where  he  remained  till  next  morning,  when 
he  returned  to  St.  Simon's  ;  for  which  behaviour  he  was  put  in  arreft,  in  order  to  be 
tried.  Major  Heron,  from  the  fhore,  feeing  the  general  furrounded  by  the  enemy, 
and  hid  in  fmoke,  concluded  him  loft  ;  but  next  day,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people, 
he  returned  in  the  guard  fchooner  to  St.  Simon's,  after  having  drawn  the  command 
from  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  ftores  and  artilleiy  that  were  there,  and  reinforced  Fort 
William,  where  he  left  one  of  the  boats  he  had  with  him. 

"  He  having  laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  veffels  in  the  harbour,  took  Capt.  Thomfon's 
flu'p,  which  mounted  twenty  guns,  into  the  King's  fervice,  and  manned  her  out  of  the 
fuiall  veflels  which  were  of  no  force.  He  alfo  called  in  the  Highland  company  from 
Darien.  Captain  Carr's  company  of  marines,  and  the  rangers,  from  where  they  were 
differently  detached  ;  and  fent  Mr.  Mullryne  to  Carolina,  to  get  all  the  men  he  could. 
The  28th  of  June  the  Spanifh  fleet  came  to  anchor  off  St.  Simon's  bar,  who  were 
diverted  from  coming  in,  or  landing  any  of  their  troops  for  feveral  days ;  in  which 
time  the  general  raifed  another  troop  of  rangers ;  and  by  rewarding  thofe  who  did 
extraordinary  duty,  and  promifing  great  encouragement  to  all  who  fliould  fignalize 
themfelves  on  this  occafion,  he  kept  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  increafed  their 
number  daily.  The  5th  of  July,  with  the  tide  of  flood,  and  briik  gale,  thirty-fix 
Spanifli  veffels  entered  St.  Simon's  harbour,  nine  of  which  were  large  top-maft  veffels. 
We  received  them  with  a  brifk  fire  from  our  batteries  and  fliips,  killed  fome  of  them 
with  our  eighteen-pounders  from  the  fort,  and  our  four-pounders  from  the  lower 
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battery.  The  Spanifh  commodore,  on  board  a  (hip  of  twenty-two  guns,  with  a  fettee, 
with  an  eighteen-pounder  and  two  nine-pounders  in  her  bow,  attemped  to  board  Cap- 
tain 'I'honilbn's  fliip  ;  but  ho  with  his  great  guns,  Captain  Carr  with  his  company  of 
marines,  Lieutenant  Wall  and  Enfign  Otterbridge  with  a  party  of  the  regiment,  made 
fo  brave  a  defence,  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  retire  with  lofs.  A  fnow  of  fix- 
tc^n  guns  at  the  (lime  time  attempted  to  board  our  guard  fchooner,  but  was  alfo  re- 
pulfcd  by  Captain  Dunbar  ;  the  engagement  lafted  upwards  of  three  hours,  in  which 
the  enemy  loit  feventeen  men,  and  had  ten  wounded.  They  parted  all  our  veffels  and 
proceeded  up  the  river,  upon  which  the  general  held  a  council  of  war  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  where  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  whole  immediately  to  march  up  to  Frederica, 
for  the  defence  of  that  place. 

"  The  general  accordingly  gave  orders  for  the  regiment  to  march,  and  ordered  all 
the  troops  that  were  on  board  the  vefTels,  to  come  afliore,  and  direded  Captain  Thom- 
fon,  with  the  guard  fchooner  and  prize  floop,  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Charles 
Town  ;  and  this  was  all  done  in  fight  of  the  enemy.  The  general,  during  this  adtion, 
being  obliged  to  be  fometimes  on  Ihipboard,  fometimes  at  the  batteries,  and  to  act  as 
engineer,  found  himfelf  under  a  neceility  of  having  a  lieutenant  colonel  with  his  regi- 
ment ;  he  therefore  appointed  Major  Alexander  Heron  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  abfence 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cook,  who  was  alfo  engineer,  and  the  fub-engineer,  having 
attended  him  to  Charles  Town,  was  alfo  abfent.  Late  at  night  the  general  arrived  at 
Frederica,  after  having  deflroyed  all  the  flores  at  St.  Simon's,  and  funk  the  veffels  that 
might  be  of  ufe  to  the  enemv,  and  rendered  the  guns  incapable  of  fervice,  and  ordered 
the  wounded  to  be  carried  off  on  horfeback.  That  night  the  enemy  landed  their  forces 
on  a  dry  marfh  about  a  mile  and  an  half  from  the  camp,  under  cover  of  their  great  guns. 
They  lay  all  that  night  under  arms,  and  the  next  morning  took  poileffion  of  the  camp 
which  we  left. 

"  13.  About  noon  the  Creek  Indians  brought  us  five  Spanifh  prifoners,  from 
whom  we  had  intelligence,  that  Don  Manuel  ds  Monteano,  governor  of  St.  Auguflin, 
commanded  in  chief  the  expedition ;  and  that  Major-General  Antonio  de  Redondo 
chief  engineer,  and  two  brigadiers  came  with  the  forces  from  Cuba ;  that  their  whole 
number  confiftcd  of  about  five  thoufand,  and  that  the  night  before  they  had  landed 
about  four  thoufand  three  hundred  men.  One  of  the  prifoners  the  general  fent  with 
Mr.  Bedon  to  Charles  Town.  The  7th  of  July,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  a  ranger  of  the 
patrol  brought  an  account,  that  the  enemy  were  marching  within  a  mile  and  an  half  of 
the  town.  "Whereupon  the  general  immediately  ordered  four  platoons  of  the  regiment 
to  march,  and  in  the  meantime  went  himfelf  with  the  Highland  company,  who  was 
then  under  arms.  The  Indians,  and  a  party  of  rangers,  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  a 
mile  from  the  town,  as  they  were  entering  the  Savannah  to  take  poffeifion  of  a  ditch 
they  had  a  mind  to  ufe  as  an  entrenchment,  but  the  enemy  were  attacked  fo  brifkly  that 
the  general  foon  overcame  them  ;  moft  of  their  party,  which  confiiled  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  of  their  beil  woods-men,  and  forty  Indians,  being  killed  or  taken  prifoners. 
The  general  took  two  prifoners  with  his  own  hands  ;  Lieutenant  Scroggs  of  the  rangers 
took  Captain  Sebaftian  Sachio,  prifoner,  who  commanded  the  party.  Toeanoeowi, 
being  Ihot  through  his  right  arm  by  Captain  Mageleto,  drew  his  piftol  with  the  left,  and 
fhot  him  through  the  head. 

"  The  general  purfued  the  enemy  near  two  miles,  and  halted  on  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground  undl  the  party  of  the  regiment  came  up ;  he  polled  them  with  the 
Highlanders  in  a  wood,  with  a  large  favannah  or  meadow  in  the  front,  over  which  the 
Spaniards  mult  pafs  in  their  way  to  Frederica.     After  which   he  haftened    back  to 
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Frederica,  and  ordered  the  rangers,  and  company  of  men,  to  make  ready.  In  the 
meantime  two  companies  of  Spaniards  of  fifty  men  each,  and  two  hundred  more  of 
the  enemies  befl  troop?,  came  up  with  fliouts,  and  drums  beating ;  whereupon  the 
general  hearing  platouns  firing,  immediately  made  hafte  that  way,  and  met  three  of  the 
platoons,  wlio  in  the  hnoke  and  drizzling  rain  had  retreated  in  dilbrder,  and  the  fire 
continuing,  he  ordered  his  men  to  rally  and  follow  him,  who  haftening  on,  found  that 
Lieutenant  Sutherland,  with  his  platoon,  and  liieutenant  Charles  Mackay,  with  the 
Highlanders,  had  entirely  defeated  the  faid  three  hundred  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
aclion  Don  Antonio  Barba  was  made  prifoner,  and  mortally  wounded  ;  feveral  others 
were  killed,  and  two  grenadiers  were  taken  prilbners.  Captain  Demeret,  and  Enfign 
Gibbon,  rallied  their  platoons,  and  came  up  to  the  ground.  Captain  Carr,  with  his 
company  of  marines,  and  Lieutenant  Cadogan,with  a  party  of  the  regiment,  came  up  at 
the  lame  time,  and  were  followed  by  Major  Heron,  with  the  body  of  the  regiment. 
In  both  aftions  the  enemy  loft  two  captains,  one  lieutenant  and  two  ferjeants ;  two 
drummers,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  private  men  ;  and  one  captain  and  nine- 
teen men  were  taken  prifoners.  The  general,  with  the  regiment,  halted  all  night, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's  camp,  to  intercept  all  thofe  who  had 
ftraggled  in  the  woods  ;  and  expecting  the  enemy  to  make  a  fecond  attempt  to  march 
in  the  morning  ;  but  the  general  having  advanced  with  a  party  of  Indians,  before  day- 
break, towards  the  Spanifli  camp,  found  them  all  retreated  into  the  ruins  of  the  fort,  and 
under  cover  of  their  cannon. 

"  Next  morning,  the  8  th  of  July,  the  general  and  his  men  returned  to  Frederica, 
and  he  appointed  a  general  ftaff,  viz.  Lieutenant  Primrofe  Maxwell,  and  Hugh  Mackay, 
aids-de-camp  ;  Lieutenant  Sutherland,  brigade-major  ;  and  ferjeant  John  Stuart,  fecond 
enfign,  for  his  brave  behaviour  in  the  late  engagement.  The  9th  and  loth  of  July 
all  hands  were  employed  in  the  works  at  Frederica,  and  the  Indians  brought  in  fome 
fcalps  and  prifoners.  The  iith  of  July  a  fettee  and  two  quarter-galleys  came  within 
gun-ihot  of  the  town  ;  but  on  our  firing  fome  guns  and  bombs  from  the  tort,  and  the 
general  going  towards  them  with  his  boats,  they  returned  to  their  fleet,  and  with  the 
reft  drew  up  in  line  of  battle.  The  next  morning,  being  the  12th  of  July,  an  Englifli 
prifoner  efcaped  from  them,  who  informed  us  that  the  enemy,  on  their  landing,  had 
refolved  to  give  no  quarter ;  but  from  the  day  their  grenadiers  were  defeated,  they 
were  in  great  terror,  and  entrenched  themfelves,  and  gave  orders  that  none  ftiould  go 
w  ithout  their  fentinels,  for  fear  of  being  furprized  by  the  Indians.  By  other  prifoners 
and  deferters  we  were  alfo  told,  that  upon  their  calling  over  their  rolls,  there  were 
two  hundred  and  forty  men  and  nineteen  of  their  Indians  mifling  ;  that  there  were 
great  divifions  among  them,  inlbmuch  that  Don  Antonio  de  Redondo,  who  commanded 
the  Cuba  forces,  encamped  feparate  from  thofe  of  St.  AugulUn,  and  that  the  com- 
modore had  ordered  all  his  feamen  on  board.  That  night  the  general  and  five  hun- 
dred men  marched  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  camp,  intending  to  furprize  them, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  treachery  of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  got  among  the  company 
of  boatmen,  and  fired  his  piece  and  gave  alarm  to  the  enemy,  and  then  dcferted  to 
them.  When  the  general  fouml  his  intention  difcovered,  he  ordered  all  his  drums  to 
beat  the  grenadier's  march,  and  then  returned  to  Frederica. 

"  The  general,  the  next  day  being  the  13th  of  July,  in  order  to  defeat  the  infor- 
mation of  the  French  deferter,  diretled  a  letter  to  be  wrote,  and  fent  by  a  Spanifli  pri- 
foner, who,  for  the  fake  of  money  the  general  gave  him,  and  the  promife  of  liberty, 
imtlertook  to  deliver  it  to  the  faid  Frenchman,  wherein  he  was  inftruded  to  acquaint 
the  enemy's  commanding  officer  of  ihc  defcncelels  ftate  oi  Frederica,and  encourage  them 

to 
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to  come  up  by  water  under  his  pilntac;c ;  which  letter  the  Spanifli  prifoncr  deh'vercd 
to  the  Governor  of  St.  Auguftin,  and  it  had  fo  good  an  efltci,  that  the  faid  French- 
man was  immediately  taken  into  cuitody,  and  looked  upon  as  a  double  fpy,  and  there- 
upon put  into  irons.  The  next  morning,  being  the  14th  of  July,  the  Spaniards  burnt 
the  barracks  and  officers  houfes  at  St.  Simon's,  and  Captain  Horton's  Imufe  on  lekyll ; 
and  the  lame  nigiit  they  reimbarked  with  lo  much  precipitation,  that  they  left  a  quan- 
tity of  ammunition,  provifions,  and  fome  guns  behind  them.  On  the  15th  all  the 
large  veliels  with  the  Cuba  forces  on  board  failed  fouthward,  and  the  governor  and 
troops  from  St.  Auguftiu  on  board  the  fmall  craft,  went  within  land,  and  encamped 
in  St.  Andrew's,  and  caught  hfty  liorfes,  with  a  defign  to  carry  them  away  ;  but  on 
the  general's  appearing  in  his  boats,  the  enemy  fhot  the  fame  horfes,  and  burnt  the 
fort  and  houfos  at  St.  Andrew's.  The  general  the  next  day,  being  the  1 6th  of  July, 
followed  the  Spaniards  with  all  his  fmall  craft,  but  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  attack 
them.  He  landed  a  man  out  of  his  boat  on  Cumberland,  who  that  night  palTed  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  early  the  next  nujrning  catne  to  Fort  William,  with  advice  to 
Knfign  Stuart,  that  the  Spaniards  were  beat  off  St.  Simon's,  and  that  the  general  was 
coming  with  fuccours,  and  ordered  him  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  utmoft.  On  the  i8th 
ot  July  twenty-eight  fail  of  Spanifh  appeared  off  Fort  William,  fourteen  of  which  came 
within  land,  and  attacked  the  fort  from  their  galleys  and  other  veffels,  and  attempted  to 
land,  but  were  repulfed  by  a  party  of  rangers  from  behind  the  fand-hills.  Enfign  Stuart, 
who  commanded  with  fixty  men  in  the  fort,  defended  it  fo  bravely,  that  after  an 
attack  ot  upwards  of  three  hours,  they  were  obliged  to  put  to  fea  with  confiderable  lofs. 

"  The  eighteen-pounders  there  difabled  two  of  their  galleys.  The  19th  of  July 
the  general  was  on  his  way  to  Fort  William,  The  20th  of  July  the  general  arrived  at 
Fort  William,  and  fent  his  boats  and  rangers  as  far  as  the  river  St,  John,  who  returned 
next  day,  and  brought  advice  that  the  enemy  was  quite  gone  ;  upon  which  the  gene- 
ral gave  the  neceffary  orders  for  repairing  I'ort  William,  and  on  the  22d  returned  to 
Frederica.  A  fewda)  s  afterwiirds  the  men  of  war  from  CharlesTown  came  off  St.  Simon's 
bar,  and  Captain  Thompfon  with  fome  volunteers  from  Carolina  ;  our  guard  fchooner 
and  two  galleys  came  into  St.  Simon's  harbour  ;  and  Captain  Hardy  of  the  Rye  man 
of  war,  receiving  a  meffage  from  the  general,  by  Lieutenant  Maxwell,  who  went  on 
board  him,  fent  for  anfwer,  that  he  would  take  a  cruize  with  the  reft  of  the  King's 
fliips.  But  the  general  apprehending  the  Spaniards,  upon  recovering  their  fright, 
might  return  with  more  courage  and  better  conducl;,  continued  Captain  I'hompfon's 
lliip  in  the  King's  fervice,  and  fent  expreffes  over  land  to  the  northern  provinces  on 
this  occafion. 

"  Thefe  forces  were  commanded  by  Don  Manual  de  Monteano,  governor  of  St. 
Auguftin,  commander  in  chief  of  the  expedition  ;  Major-General  Antonio  de  Rodondo 
engineer-general,  two  colonels  with  brevets  of  brigadiers  ;  and  confilfed  of  one  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  difmounted,  with  their  faddles  and  bridles  ;  the  regiment  called  the 
battalion  of  the  Havanna,  ten  companies  of  fifty  men  each,  drafted  off  from  feveral 
regiments  at  Havanna ;  one  regiment  of  the  Havanna  militia,  confifting  of  ten  com- 
panies of  100  men  each  ;  one  regiment  of  negroes,  regularly  officered  by  negroes; 
one  ditto  of  mulattoes,  and  one  company  of  miquelets  ;  one  company  ot  train,  with 
proper  artillery  ;  Auguftin  forces  confifting  of  about  three  hundred  men,  ninety  In- 
dians and  fifteen  negroes,  who  run  away  from  South  Carolina.  To  thefe  accounts  I 
fhall  add  the  following  depofition  of  Samuel  Cloake,  formerly  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fliip  the  Flamborough,  and  taken  prifoner  off  St.  Auguftin  by  the  Spaniards  in 
May  1742.  • 

*'  Frederica 
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*'  Frederica  in  Georgia,  fs. 

"  This  deponent,  being  duly  fworn,  faith.  That  he  was  put  prifoner  on  board  a  fliip 
called  the  Pretty  Nancy,  taken  by  the  Spaniards  from  the  Englifli,  fitted  out  with  ten 
carriage  and  fix  fwivel  guns,  which  was  part  of  the  fleet  that  carried  the  troops  from 
St.  Auguftin  for  the  invafion  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  :  That  fhe  had  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  foldiers  on  board,  befides  failors :  That  he  counted  forty-four  fail,  be- 
fides  the  launches  aiid  thofe  that  went  in  land,  and  pettiauguas  which  carried  the 
Indians :  That  they  failed  from  St.  Auguftin  the  beginning  of  June,  and  met  with  very 
hard  gales  for  three  days,  which  difperfed  the  fleet :  That  the  chief  pilot  on  board  the 
commodore  was  one  Parris,  belonging  to  Port  Royal  in  South  Carolina,  and  who  was 
married  there,  and  had  a  plantation  in  that  province :  That  they  came  to  an  anchor  with 
part  of  their  fleet  off  Frederica  bar,  to  the  northward  of  it ;  and  the  Spaniards  faid 
that  they  fliould  not  have  found  out  Georgia,  had  it  not  been  for  Parris  their  pilot ; 
that  they  lay  feveral  days  at  anchor  off  the  bar,  during  which  time  the  men  were  put 
into  fmall  boats  in  order  to  land  ;  but  feeing  feveral  men  marching  on  the  beach,  they 
were  afraid  to  land,  as  they  intended,  and  came  on  board  again  ;  for  about  three  days 
after,  holding  a  council  of  war,  they  refolved  not  to  land  any  men  till  they  had  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  harbour.  During  the  time  they  lay  off  this  bar,  the  Spaniards 
often  whetted  their  fwords,  and  held  their  knives  to  this  deponent's  and  other  Enghfh 
prifoner's  throats,  faying,  they  would  cut  the  throats  of  thofe  they  fliould  take  at 
Georgia.  They  failed  on  the  5th  of  July  with  a  ftrong  eafterly  wind  and  tide  of  flood  : 
That  the  Englifh  fired  from  the  batteries  and  fliips  very  briflily,  and  the  Spaniards  faid 
that  the  Englifh  ftood  very  well:  That  a  four-pound  fliot  hulled  the  fliip  where  the 
deponent  was  ;  and  one  eighteen-pound  Ihot  from  the  battery  killed  feven  men  on 
board  the  large  fliip  :  That  there  were  of  the  Spaniards  eight  three-maft  fliips  ;  the 
commodore's  was  a  twenty-gun  fliip  ;  there  was  alfo  a  fnow  with  fourteen  nine- 
pounders,  and  a  galley  with  three  large  guns,  one  of  which  he  heard  was  a  twelve- 
pounder,  which  was  manned  with  above  one  hundred  men  •,  there  were  alfo  feveral 
privateers,  ibme  of  them  with  ten  guns,  and  fome  with  eight :  That  the  Spaniards  and 
lome  Irifhmen  on  board  told  him,  that  in  the  whole  fleet  there  were  about  five  or  fix 
thoufand  men,  and  were  come  with  a  defign  to  take  Georgia,  and  after  that  go  to  Port 
Royal  in  South  Carolina.  He  further  fays,  that  they  had  a  whole  regiment  of 
negroes,  with  a  company  of  grenadiers,  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  regiments  have, 
and  cloathed  in  the  fame  livery  as  other  Spanifh  regiments  ;  they  were  commanded  by 
negro  officers,  and  he  faw  the  officers  walking  along  with  the  Governor  of  St.  Auguftin 
afliore ;  that  they  were  dreffed  in  gold  and  filver  laced  cloaths,  like  other  officers,  and 
that  they  were  kept  in  the  fame  pay  as  the  other  regiments.  He  further  faith,  that  the 
fhip  where  this  deponent  was,  was  loaded  with  grenadiers  and  dragoons,  who  had  on 
board  faddles,  bridles,  piftols,  and  all  accoutrements :  That  they  landed  all  them  from 
on  board  his  fliip,  and  put  a  fmtill  guard  often  men  on  board  :  That  two  or  three  days 
afterwards  one  of  the  captains  and  one  ferjeant  of  the  grenadiers  came  on  board,  and  this 
deponent  afliing  the  ferjeant  whether  he  had  been  at  Frederica,  he  anfwered,  that  the 
woods  were  fo  full  of  Indians  that  the  devil  could  not  go  through  them,  and  that  the 
Indians  had  killed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  beft  men,  and  that  there  were 
but  very  few  foldiers :  Thofe  who  came  on  board  were  fo  down-hearted  that  they 
could  hardly  fpeak  a  word  :    That  upon  this  they  were  ordered  to  get  water  on 

board. 
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aboard,  in  Order  to  get  to  fea  in  a  hurry,  which  tliis  deponent  took  the  advantage  of 
and  made  his  efcape  to  General  Oglethorpe. 

Mark. 
Samuel   x   Cloake. 

14.  It  may  be  truly  Hiid,  that  there  never  happened  In  this  part  of  the  world,  anv 
thing  more  honourable  for  the  Englifli  nation,  or  more  likely  to  ftrike  a  terror  into 
their  enemies,  than  this  entire  and  total  defeat  of  fo  formidable  an  invafion,  by  fuch  a 
handful  of  forces.  Inllead  of  raifmg  and  heightening  this  fuccefs,  to  do  honour  to  the 
general's  charadier,  w^  ought  rather  to  leflen  or  diminifh  fome  of  its  circumftances,  to 
render  it  in  fuch  an  age  as  this  more  credible;  but  we  have  taken  no  liberties  at  all, 
the  fafts  are  reprefented  ftep  by  ftcp  as  they  happened  ;  and  the  reader  is  left  to  judge 
how  for  it  appears  from  hence  that  Georgia  is  a  true  frorrtier,  in  refpeft  to  Carolina  ; 
and  what  advantages  are  to  be  hoped  for  in  cafe  the  new  colony  fhould  increafe  in  a 
reafonable  proportion  for  twenty  years  to  come  ;  but  to  help  the  reader's  judgment  in 
this  refped:,  and  to  fhew  him  in  what  light  this  tranfadion  was  confidered  by  all  our 
colonies  in  America ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  certainly  the  ableft,  and  moll 
equitable  judges ;  it  is  requifite  to  obferve  that  John  Tinker,  Efq.  governor  of  the 
Bahama  lilands  ;  Lewis  Morris,  Efq.  governor  of  New  Jerfey ;  William  Gooch,  Efq. 
governor  of  Virginia;  George  Clark,  Efq.  lieutenant-governor  of  New  York  ;  Gabriel 
Johnfon,  Efq.  governor  of  North  Carolina  ;  Thomas  Bladen,Efq.  governor  of  Maryland  ; 
and  George  Thomas,  Efq.  Governor  of  Penfylvania  ;  all  wrote  to  general  Oglethorpe 
upon  this  memorable  occafion,  to  congratulate  him  upon  being  the  happy  inllrument 
in  fo  honourable  and  fo  important  a  fervice  ;  to  affure  him  of  the  fhare  they  took  in  the 
honour  he  had  acquired,  and  of  the  true  fenfe  they  had  of  the  great  deliverance  that 
providence  had  wrought  for  all  the  Britilh  colonies  in  North  America,  by  his  conduft 
and  courage.  Stronger  tellimonies  than  thefe,  with  refpedl  to  the  confequence  of  the 
aftion  he  had  performed,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  receive,  and  better  evidence  than 
thefe  letters  afford  it  is  likewife  impoffible  that  we  fhould  have  here  at  home ;  and 
therefore  to  fet  this  faft  in  its  true  light,  and  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  may 
have  a  juft  notion  of  the  advantages  ariiing  from  this  wife  and  well  conduced  defence, 
in  which  the  bravery  of  Britifli  foldiers,  their  affection  for  and  confidence  in  their 
commander  is  fo  clearly  expreffed,  I  thought  it  reafonable  to  annex  the  copies  of  the 
letters  written  by  the  three  firfl  mentioned  gentlemen,  as  being  equally  honourable  for 
them,  and  for  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  addreffed  ;  and  if  I  add  no  more,  it  is  to 
avoid  being  tedious,  and  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  clofmg  the  hiftorical  part 
of  this  Chapter,  with  papers  that  do  fo  much  honour  to  thejiew  colony  of  which  it 
treats. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Tinker,  Efq.  Governor  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands,  to  General  James  Oglethorpe. 

Sir,  N.  Providence,  Nov.  6.  1742. 

I  am  favoured  with  both  of  your  Excellency's  letters  of  3ifl  of  July  and  1 6th  of 
September,  with  an  inclofed  account  of  the  Spaniards  defcent  upon  your  province,  and 
your  fortunate  viftory  over  them  :  upon  which  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  and  to 
affure  you  none  of  your  acquaintance  can  receive  more  real  fatisfaction  ai  an  event  that 
mufl  contribute  fo  much  to  your  honour  and  reputation  as  this  laft.  I  rejoice  too  for 
the  public,  becaufe  I  am  fure  if  you  had  not  given  fo  good  an  account  of  them,  the 
neighbouring  provinces  would  have  been  in  imminent  danger.  I  know  the  general  had 
VOL.  xn.  3  Q  "^        orders 
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orders  to  attack  this  ifland  upon  their  return,  fo  I  may  juflly  thank  you  for  faving  me 
a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

If  there  is  any  thing  in  this  government  that  can  contribute  to  your  pleafure,  and 
facilitate  the  continuance  of  our  friendfhip  and  future  correfpondence,  I  fliall,  with  joy, 
embrace  the  propofition.  The  bearer  has  been  a  long  time  here,  and  can  give  you  an 
exaft  account  of  the  Carte  du  Pais.  We  are  at  prefent  employed  in  repairing  the  for- 
tifications, and  making  fome  additional  ones,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  compleated  this 
winter.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard  and  truth, 

Your  Excellency's  mofl  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  John  Tinker. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Lewis  Morris,  Efq.  Governor  of  New  Jerfey,  to 

General  James  Oglethorpe. 
S  I  R,  Burlington,  the  ad  of  Nov.  1742. 

■  I  received  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  31(1  of  July  laft,  by  the  exprefs  you  fent  along 
the  continent,  who  is  now  got  thus  far  back  in  his  return  to  you.  The  contents  of  it 
gave  me  very  great  pleafure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  health,  and  of  the  great  (or 
rather  wonderful)  fuccefs  God  has  been  pleafed  to  give  to  his  Majefty's  arms  under  your 
conduft  ;  and  I  doubt  not  has  efteftually  convinced  the  aggreffors  how  unable  they  are 
to  cope  with  refolute  Britidi  troops  ;  and  I  hope  will  be  a  Sufficient  difcouragement  to  a 
fecond  attempt  of  that  kind  ;  which,  if  the  firft  had  fucceeded,  might  prove  of  dangerous 
confequence  to  his  Majefty's  plantations  on  the  continent,efpecia]ly  the  moft.  fouthern  ones.- 
You  have  gathered  unenvied  laurels,  and  well  deferve  to  wear  them.  I  take  leave  to 
affure  you  no  body  can  be  better  pleafed  with  your  fuccefs,  than, 

Sir,  your  mofl  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  Lewis  Morris. 

Extradt  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable  William  Gooch,  Efq.  Governor  of  Virginia, 

to  General  James  Oglethorpe. 
Sir,  October  the  12th,  1742. 

I  received  the  letter  of  the  31ft  of  July  your  Excellency  honoured  me  with,  by  the 
hands  of  your  trufty  courier,  Mr.  Watkins,  and  with  it  a  very  fenfible  fatisfaftion ; 
I  rejoice  to  hear  your  courage  and  conduft  have  had  their  deferved  fuccefs,  in  fo  unequal 
a  trial.  Your  prudential  behaviour  on  the  occafion  cannot  be  too  much  applauded, 
nor  aftions  fo  truly  laudable  too  much  admired.  The  whole  continent  is  under  lafting 
obligations  to  you,  for  your  extraordinary  vigilance  and  magnanimity,  when,  not 
thinking  your  fervices  to  your  king  and  country  compleated,  nor  your  valour  fufficiently 
proved  in  the  defence  of  your  infant  fcttlement,  againft  the  repeated  attacks  of  cruel 
and  inhuman  foes,  more  than  could  be  expefted,  confidering  their  numbers  ;  with  an 
uncommon  refolution  you  forced  them  in  the  field  to  a  precipitate  retreat,  and 
effeftually  defeated  the  defperate  defigns  of  an  enemy  that  had  the  vanity  to  flatter 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  making  an  eafy  conquefl  of  fome,  at  leaft,  of  the  Britilh 
provinces. 

As  thefe  great  aftions  are  to  be  attributed  to  your  fortitude,  fo  in  my  judgment  the 
unexpected  and  vigorous  oppofition  they  met  \vith,  ending  in  I'o  feverj  a  rebulF,  has 
thrown  them  into  fuch  diforder,  that  I  am  confident  thofe  troops,  were  they  all  together 
in  St.  Auguftin,  could  not  lio  foon  recover  fufficient  courage  to  animate  them  to  the 

like 


OF    THE    ENGLISH    IN    AMERICA.  483 

like  umlcrtaking  ;  tlio  confiifioii  and  hurry  in  which  they  reiinbarkeJ,  are  fuch  evident 
tokens  ol  their  being  terrifuJ  and  dii'mayed,  that  with  your  ufiial  walchfuhiefs  you  may 
reft  fecure  from  further  difturbance,  &:c. 

lam,  Sir,  your  molt  obedient  and  m< ift humble fervant, 

(Signed)  William  Gooch. 

I  ij.  We  have  now  compleated  the  hidory  of  the  Englifh  colonies  in  America  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  reader  cannot  help  difcerning  their  intrinfic  value  and  great  im- 
portance; there  is  therefore  no  neceffity  of  our  adding  any  thing  on  this  fubjedt  here, 
and  therefore  we  will  confine  our  reniarks  entirely  to  the  colony  of  Georgia,  and 
endeavour  to  flicw  from  what  views,  upon  what  hopes,  and  in  how  a  great  degree  the 
public  is  interefted  in  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of.  this  new  colony.  In  the 
firfl  place,  we  have  feen  that  the  truftees  originally  defigned  it  for  a  boundary  or 
frontier,  to  cover  the  other  provinces  upon  the  continent ;  that  it  was  extremely 
proper  for  this,  the  very  fituation  of  it  fhews ;  that  it  was  extremely  wanted  we  may 
gather  from  the  hiftories  of  the  other  provinces,  in  which  we  find  various  inftances  of 
the  ruin  of  their  advanced  fettlements;  from  their  leaving  fo  large  a  country  as  Georgia 
uncultivated,  a  plain  fign  of  their  fear  of  becoming  nearer  neighbours  to  the  Spaniards; 
and  froni  the  names  of  places,  fuch  as  Bloody  Point,  v/hich  commemorate  the 
mafiacres  that  have  been  heretofore  committed  in  thofe  parts  ;  but  the  flrongeft  and 
cleared  proof  of  all,  is  the  memorial  from  the  aflembly  of  Carolina,  in  which  the 
reader  has  feen  this  matter  Rated  in  the  fullefl  and  faired  light ;  from  all  which  I  infer, 
that  the  edablifliing  of  fuch  a  barrier,  was  a  point  worthy  of  public  attention  ;  and  that 
the  benefits  accruing  from  it  to  Carolina,  and  all  the  provinces  to  the  northward,  might 
very  well  be  confidered  as  a  fuflicient  recompence  for  any  expence  that  might  attend 
the  edablidiing  of  fuch  a  frontier.  That  the  public  were  not  amufed  in  the  hopes  that 
were  given  them  by  the  trudees  of  Georgia  in  this  refpeft  ;  that  the  fending  a 
regiment  thither,  was  not  a  needlefs  or  ufelefs  expence  ;  and  that  the  money  employed 
in  fortifying  there,  was  not  either  wafted  or  thrown  away,  manifeftly  appears  by  their 
repulfing  the  Spaniards  in  the  late  invafion.  If  this  was  folely  owing  to  the  bravery, 
firmnefs,  and  ftrength  of  the  new  colony,  then  furely  there  is  no  room  to  find  fault 
with  it ;  and  if  the  province  is  as  fome  people  would  have  it,  thinly  peopled,  and  very 
little  capable  of  defence,  what  applaufe  is  due  to  the  general,  who,  without  the 
lead  afliftance  from  any  other  place,  could  repel  fuch  a  force,  and  thereby  fecure  all 
our  colonies  in  North  America.  Take  it  either  way,  we  are  fure  of  a  barrier  while  we 
have  Georgia  under  his  direftion. 

In  the  fecond  place,  this  country  was  defigned  as  an  afylum  for  diftrefled  people  in 
our  own  country,  and  for  fuch  induftrious  foreign  Protcdants  as  fliould  be  willing 
to  go  thither.  If  we  confider  the  thing  in  this  light,  the  fupporting  this  defign  was  no 
favour  in  the  government  ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of  every  government  to  provide  for  fuch 
of  its  poor  fubjeds  as  are  willing  to  work  ;  and  the  lealt  they  can  do,  is  to  fend  them 
to  the  colonies,  fince  it  mud  be  owing  to  their  mifmanagement  that  they  have  not 
employment  at  home ;  but  it  is  not  their  duty  only,  it  is  their  intercd  alfo  ;  for  men 
active  and  induftrious,  who  can  find  nothing  to  do,  and  are  at  a  lofs  to  find  any  thing 
to  eat,  are  not  apt  to  remain  long  in  fuch  a  condition ;  and  furely  it  is  better  to  fend 
fuch  people  abroad,  though  at  a  finall  expence,  than  to  fee  them  for  want  of  fuch  care, 
fend  themfelves  to  the  gallows.  In  times  of  general  and  continued  peace,  there  will, 
however,  be  fuch  overflowing  in  mod  nations  ;  under  arbitrary  princes  from  mens 
averiion  to  flavery,  under  free  governments  from  a  fuperabundance  of  people.     In  both 

3  Q  2  cafes 
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cafes  that  government  is  to  be  commended,  which,  laying  hold  of  thefe  overflowings, 
applies  them  to  its  own  ufe.  To  give  fuch  people  territories,  is  to  acquire,  though  it  feems 
a  folecifm  in  fpeech,  the  very  territories  you  give  ;  for  land  without  people  is  of  no  ufe ; 
but  land  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  white  people,  let  it  lie  where  it  will,  is  of  great  value; 
and  that  value  is  much  enhanced  when  that  land  is  cultivated,  and  thofe  people  are 
fettled  precifely  where  you  want  them  rnoft.  This  is  the  cafe  of  Georgia  ;  for  the  Carolina 
memorial  tell  us,  that  white  men  were  not  to  be  raifed  there  for  money  ;  which  was 
the  fame  thing  as  if  they  had  told  the  government,  that  the  bell  way  they  could 
employ  their  money,  was  in  fending  of  white  people  thither.  But  when  we  confider 
the  expence  of  fending  white  men,  and  compare  it  with  the  purchafe  of  negroes,  the 
cafe  appears  Itill  more  advantageous  ;  fince  the  white  men  come  cheaper,  and  are  of 
much  greater  advantage  ;  by  fettling  them  you  acquire  ufeful  fubjeds,  and  confequently 
increafe  your  force  ;  by  purchafmg  negroes,  you  only  gain  fo  many  flaves  that  increafe 
your  danger  and  terror,  by  leffening  your  force.  Your  own  people  and  foreign  Pro- 
teftants  will  be  always  yours,  but  negroes  are  any  body's  that  will  but  promife  them 
better  conditions  than  they  have  under  you,  which  may  be  very  eafily  done  ;  and  of 
what  ill  confequence  this  may  prove,  appears  from  the  negro  regiment  in  the  Spanifii 
fervice  ;  for  had  they  fucceeded  in  their  invafion,  and  once  penetrated  into  a  colony 
full  of  negroes,  they  might  have  raifed  new  regiments  by  barely  beating  their  drums  ; 
regiments  that  would  have  been  equally  terrible  to  us,  and  ufeful  to  them  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  from  their  hatred  to  their  old  mafters. 

There  was  a  third  advantage  propofed  in  the  fettling  this  new  colony  where  it  is 
fettled,  and  from  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  fettled  ;  apd  that  was,  the  fecuring  the 
nations  of  Indians  which  inhabited  the  vaft  countries  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  of 
Georgia,  in  the  Britifh  interelf .  A  thing  fo  much  the  more  neceffary,  confidering  the 
views  that  the  French  had  of  the  fame  kind  ;  and  of  vaft  importance  to  all  the  colonies, 
as  the  maintaining  of  friendfhip  with  thefe  nations,  muft  neceffarily  interrupt  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  French  colonies  of  Canada  and  Louvifiana,  upon  which 
their  being  formidable  to  us  North  America  abfolutely  depends  ;  fince  if  ever  they 
complete  it,  every  child  that  can  be  brought  to  comprehend  a  map,  will  fee  that  they 
will  furround  all  our  colonies  on  the  main,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia ;  but  by  this 
laft  colony,  we  have  bid  fair  for  interrupting  their  defign,  by  engaging  in  our  intereft 
thofe  Indian  nations  moft  capable  of  doing  us  good  and  them  hurt ;  as  for  inftance,  the 
Lower  and  Upper  Creeks,  a  nation  fo  called  from  their  country  being  interfered  with 
rivers,  which  country  extends  from  the  river  Savannah  to  the  lakes  of  Florida,  fouth- 
ward  and  weflvvaril,  to  the  Cherokee  mountains  and  the  river  Coufa ;  fo  that  we  may 
eafily  difcern  how  ufeful  their  friendfhip  muft  be  to  the  colonies  of  Georgia  and 
Carolina,  more  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  that  they  are  a  very  brave,  a  very 
numerous,  and  a  very  faithful  nation,  as  appears  from  their  conduft  in  the  prefent  war  ; 
in  which  they  have  fliewn  as  heroic  courage  as  any  the  Greek  hiftory  records,  and  a 
fidelity  to  their  allies,  equal  to  that  of  the  early  Romans,  which  has  been  owing  to 
alliances  concluded  with  equity  and  fupportcd  by  integrity,  and  the  fame  conduft  con- 
ftantly  purfued  towards  them,  will  for  ever  bind  them  to  our  fervice. 

The  Cherokees  polfefs  the  mountainous  country  weftward  to  the  river  MilTifllppi,  as 
the  Chickefaws  do  the  plains  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  the  country  of  the  Cherokees,  both  brave 
and  numerous  nations,  enthufiaftically  fond  of  liberty  j  in  which  it  is  our  intereft  to  fupport 
and  maintain  them  againfl  the  French.  Hence  it  appears  that  in  this  light  the 
truftees  were  both  well  informed,  and  have  happily  fucceeded  ;  the  reafon  of  the  thing, 
and  the  hiftory  of  the  country  plainly  proves  this  j  and,  bcfides,  they  have  the  only  kind 
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of  evidence  in  credit  with  the  moderns;  I  mean,  that  all  they  promifed  themfelves  has 
been  verified  by  the  event. 

By  the  happy  fituation  of  this  country,  the  inhabitants  of  it  will  not  only  be  enabled 
to  protcft  and  defend  the  northern  colonies  that  lay  behind  it,  but  may  be  alfo  of  great 
ufe  to  Jamaica  and  the  Leeward  iilands.  I  am  fenfible  that  there  are  many  that  will 
afteft  to  treat  the  firft  pait  of  this  aflertion  as  ridiculous,  and  to  fneer  at  the  latter  as 
chimerical  ;  but  I  have  confidered  very  well  what  I  have  afierted,  and  am  from  thence 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay.  I  can  very  eafdy  forefee  that  it  may  be  objected, 
my  own  book  fliews  that  there  are  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  in  Virginia,  Penfylvania, 
New  York,  the  Jerfeys,  and  New  England  ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  jeft  to  fay  that  thefe 
great  and  populous  countries  are  to  be  proteded  by  a  handful  of  poor  people  juft  fettled 
in  Georgia  ;  yet  for  all  this  the  fad  mufl  be  true,  or  that  colony  abandoned.  If  we, 
here  at  home,  continue  to  proted  and  to  fupport  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  protedion  and  fupport,  induce  them  to  coidult  their  private  interefl,  by 
purfuing  fuch  fchemes  as  are  mod  for  the  public  advantage,  Georgia  will  very  foon  be 
full  of  people,  and  of  ufeful  people,  who  muft  have  their  tools,  their  cloathing,  and 
other  neceffaries  from  hence ;  and  who  will  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  us  plentifully  for 
all  they  have.  Georgia,  if  attended  to,  may  become  as  populous  as  Barbadoes,  or 
the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  that  in  a  very  fliort  fpacc  of  time ;  for  if  a  large  bounty  were 
given  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  upon  every  pound  of  fdk  imported  from  thence, 
we  fhould  fee  it  a  rich  and  thriving  colony,  and  people  would  flock  thither  from  all 
parts ;  who,  by  maintaming  their  treaties  with  the  Indians,  might  eftablifli  an  effectual 
barrier  againit  both  the  French  and  Spaniards,  with  all  their  Indian  allies.  All  this  is 
highly  poflible  and  pradicable,  nay,  and  very  probable  too  ;  and  when  once  it  comes 
to  be  a  fad,  there  will  be  no  fort  of  abfurdity  in  faying  the  people  of  this  colony,  and 
their  Indian  allies,  will  afford  fhelter  and  protedion  to  the  fettlements  that  lie  to  the 
north  of  them.  But  this  is  not  all,  for  as  I  obferved  before,  if  the  inhabitants  of 
Georgia  once  become  numerous,  they  will  then,  in  confequence  of  their  fituation,  be 
moft  able  to  '  help  Jamaica,  by  a  fupply  of  flout,  well  difciplined,  white  men,  in  cafe 
of  any  attack  by  the  French  or  Spaniards  ;  or,  which  is  an  evil  they  are  not  altogether 
fecure  from,  any  fudden  infurredion  of  their  negroes.  I  very  readily  grant  that  I 
argue  from  an  uncertainty,  that  is  to  fay,  we  are  not  fure  that  this  colony  v.ill  be  fo 
proteded  and  fupported  ;  but  if  it  be,  the  confequences  are  abfolutely  certain ;  and- 
the  confideration  of  thefe  confequences  ought  to  be  no  mean  argument  with  our 
government  to  maintain  and  fupport  it.    ' 

We  are  now  come  to  the  very  laft  article  of  our  remarks,  which  is  the  hopes  that 
may  be  rationally  entertained  ot  the  produce  of  this  country.  We  will  begin  with  what 
the  truftees  certainly  defigned  Ihould  be  the  llaple  commodity  of  Georgia  ;  I  mean 
fdk.  That  this  country  is  very  happily  fituated,  that  its  foil  and  climate  render  it  very 
fit  for  producing  filk,  cannot  be  denied  by  any  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  this 
rich  branch  of  commerce,  which  fome  very  good  judges  have  affirmed  to  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  either  the  hnen  or  woollen  manufadure.  This  country-  lies 
along  the  fea-fide,  is  well  watered  within  land,  has  a  foil  extremely  proper  for  the 
culture  of  the  mulberry-tree,  and  is  feated  in  a  latitude  and  climate  we  might  judge 
would  prove  agreeable  to  the  filk-worm.  Thefe  circumftances  might  very  naturally 
lead  one  to  exped  that  the  inhabitants  might  fet  about  the  produdion  of  filk  in  this 
country,  for  their  own  advantage.  With  a  view  to  this,  proper  perfons  have  been 
fent  thither  :  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  filk  made  in  Georgia  has  been  fent  over, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Loiube,  and  other  excellent  judges  of  that  commodity,  have  decLired, 

tliat 
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that  it  is  In  all  refpefts  as  good,  a:i  J  works  to  the  full  as  well  or  better  than  anv  Piedmont 
filk,  which  (lands  us  in  twenty  ihillings  a  pound.  At  the  very  time  that  this  Chapter 
is  under  my  hand  a  letter  has  been  received  from  the  reverend  minifter  of  the  Proteitant 
congregation  at  Ebenezer,  by  which  it  plainly  appears,  tliat  filk  may  be  produced  in  the 
greatelt  perfeftion,  and  without  any  confiderable  difficulty  in  this  country,  provided 
the  people  had  proper  encouragement.  We  are  not  to  underftand  by  this,  that  the 
people  in  that  country  affect  to  make  terms  with  us,  and  refufe  to  raife  filk  unlefs  we 
will  give  them  more  for  it  than  it  is  worth  ;  for  the  fact  is  quite  otherwife,  the 
encouragement  they  demand,  is  not  fo  much  on  their  own  behalf  as  for  the  fake  of 
the  commodit)'. 

All  beginnings  are  hard,  and  thefe  people,  in  undertaldng  this  work,  are  beginning 
two  things  at  the  fame  time,  viz.  to  raife  filk,  and  to  raife  a  fubfiftence :  if  thefe 
interfere  with  each  other,  it  is  very  plain  that  the  former  muft  give  way  to  the  latter. 
It  is  natural  for  people  to  wifh  to  live  well,  but  it  is  necelfary  that  they  fliould  live  fome 
way  or  other ;  and  therefore  this  poor  clergyman  honeflly  tells  us,  that  his  people 
having  now  got  into  a  way  of  winding  the  filk  oft' the  cocones,  they  would  apply  them- 
felves  more  diligently  to  this  bufinefs,  if  they  were  not  called  off  by  other  cares,  that  is, 
to  get  wherewithal  to  live  upon.  If  therefore  we  really  mean  to  promote  the  raifing 
of  filk  in  general,  and  aim,  inftead  of  curiofity,  to  make  it  a  commodity,  we  need  only 
declare  a  bounty  upon  it ;  this  would  fpeedily  do  the  bufinefs  ;  it  would  encourage 
every  body  there  to  turn  their  hands  to  this  work,  and  it  is  a  work  to  which  all  hands 
may  be  turned,  women  and  children  as  well  as  men  ;  and  no  fuch  hard  labour  as  to 
render  flaves  neceffary.  What  this  might  produce  we  may  in  fome  meafure  guefs, 
from  what  the  culture  of  filk  produces  in  Italy  ;  where  four  and  five  pounds  an  acre 
are  common  prices  for  lands  that  bear  mulberry  trees,  where  the  leaves  are  fold  at  a 
high  rate,  and  where  the  poor  people  willingly  give  their  time  and  labour,  in  feeding 
and  attending  the  worms,  for  half  the  price  of  the  filk ;  which  is  but  divided  between 
the  labourer  and  the  landholder  ;  amounting  commonly  to  between  three  and  four 
pounds  a  tree.  If  once  this  bufinefs  was  efteftually  fet  a-going,  there  is  no  queftion 
but  the  progrefs  would  be  very  fpeedy,  and  the  bounty  paid  tor  a  few  years,  would 
mod  efteclually  eftablifli  both  commodity  and  colony. 

On  the  other  hand  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  the  price  of  Georgia  filk,  and  the 
bounty  upon  it,  would  be  both  paid  in  our  own  commodites ;  whereas  we  pay  now  for 
Piedmont  filk  wholly  in  ready  money  ;  fo  that  the  difference  to  the  nation  will  be  but  a 
very  trifle  ;  perhaps  I  fliould  not  carry  the  thing  too  far,  if  I  faid  nothing.  It  is  very 
poflible,  that  when  this  trade  came  to  flourifli  in  Georgia,  it  might  alfo  be  fet  up  in 
Carolina,  and  even  in  Virginia,  there  being  no  fort  of  doubt,  that  with  due  attention 
and  application,  filk  might  be  produced  in  both  thefe  colonies ;  neither  is  this  any  new 
difcovery,  but  what  has  been  obferved  by  all  the  writers  upon  the  affairs  of  the  plan- 
tations for  many  years  pafl: ;  but  if  it  fliould  be  the  cafe,  it  would  not  be  at  all  de- 
trimental to  this  nation  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  this  very  thing  will  lay  us  under  a  new 
obligation  to  Georgia,  for  then  we  fliould  have  the  filk  manufaclure  as  much  in  our 
hands,  if  not  more,  than  we  have  the  woollen ;  and  how  vail  an  alteration  this  would 
make  in  the  balance  of  our  trade,  may  be  eafily  Ihewn. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  all  filk  manufaftures  there  arc  two  kinds  of  filk  employed, 
one  for  the  warp  or  cane,  which  is  the  very  filk  that  our  colonies  would  produce ;  but 
before  this  filk  can  be  ufed,  it  mud  be  thrown  by  an  engine  into  what  is  called  organ- 
zinc,  for  which  there  is  at  prcfent  but  one  engine  in  this  kingdom,  which  is  the  famous 
filk-mill  at  Derby  j  ftnce  the  eredling  of  which  his  bardinian  majefly  has  prohibited 
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the  exportation  of  raw  filk  from  liis  dominions  ;  fo  tliat  what  we  have  from  his  country- 
is  organzine.  He  has  done  lUIl  more  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjects  ;  for  he  has  laid 
fiich  high  duties  upon  our  manufadures,  as  amount  almod  to  a  prohibition  ;  fo  that  as 
I  have  more  than  once  faid,  we  are  obh'gcd  to  pay  for  this  filk  in  ready  money,  for  it 
is  fo  necefiary  to  us,  that  our  fdk  manufaclures  cannot  be  carried  on  without  it  ;  and 
by  this  means  his  fubjefts  take  annually  from  this  nation  about  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  money.  Befides  what  we  receive  from  Piedmont,  we  have  likewife  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  raw  fdk  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  from  Genoa,  and  other  parts 
of  Italy  ;  which  is  thrown  into  organzine  by  the  engine  at  Derby. 

As  to  the  other  kind  of  filk,  which  makes  the  woof  or  fhute,  it  comes  to  us  from 
many  places,  but  particularly  by  the  way  of  Turkey  ;  fo  that  if  we  had  the  former  kind 
ot  filk  from  our  plantations,  it  would  enable  us  to  confiime  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
this  other  filk  that  cometh  to  us  by  the  way  of  Turkey,  for  which  we  pay  in  our 
woollen  manufactures  ;  fo  that  here  is  plainly  a  double  advantage  ;  firfl:,  of  faving 
die  ready  money  which  is  paid  for  one  kind  of  filk ;  and  next,  increafino-  the  ex- 
portation of  our  own  goods,  for  which  we  bring  home  in  exchange  that  other  kind  of 
filk  ;  and  if  once  we  were  in  poffeflion  of  thefe  advantages,  there  would  follow  a  third 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  both  ;  for  we  fhould  be  then  inconteftibly  able  to  fabricate  all 
kinds  of  wrought  filks  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  to  underfell  mofl  parts  of  Europe ;  which 
would  draw  a  demand  from  Germany,  Flanders,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  to  the  incon- 
ceivable benefit  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  beyond 
all  queftion  in  conjunction  with  the  feamen,  who  muft  thrive  when  they  do,  the  mofl 
valuable  people  in  it,  and  by  whofe  induftry  the  refl  are  maintained.  Thus  we  fee  that 
the  defign  of  eflablilhing  the  bufinefs  of  raifing  filk  in  Georgia,  is  in  itfelf  a  matter  of 
vaft  moment,  not  to  the  truitees  or  the  inhabitants  of  that  new  colony  onlv,  but  to  the 
whole  nation  ;  a  thing  that  would  give  a  new  turn  to  our  trade  ;  employ  a  multitude 
of  hands  at  home,  by  promoting  both  the  filk  and  woollen  manufaclures  ;  enlarge 
our  commerce  abroad,  encreafe  our  fhipping,  augment  the  number  of  our  feamen  and 
enable  us  the  better  to  bear  thofe  vafi;  expences  into  which,  it  is  faid,  the  circumftances 
ot  affairs  abroad  have  neceffarily  plunged  us. 

Before  I  part  with  this  fubjeft,  I  think  it  becomes  me  to  add  fomewhat  with  refpeft 
to  the  condud  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  which,  from  what  I  have  faid  above,  may  be 
thought  in  fome  meafure  unkind  towards  this  nation  ;  whereas,  properly  underftood, 
nothing  of  that  fort  will  appear.  The  firft  and  great  concern  of  every  prince,  or  at 
leafl  of  every  wife  and  good  prince,  is  the  welfare  of  his  own  Jubjecfs  ;  and  with  refpeft 
to  the  monarch  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking,  he  has  purfued  it  with  great  fleadinefs  and 
prudence.  His  duties  upon  French  commodities  are  very  low  ;  fo  that  his  fubjecfs  are 
furnifhed  from  thence  with  woollen  manufactures  at  very  reiifonable  rates,  and  by 
putting  our  goods  under  a  very  high  cuftom  his  fubjeds  fell  their  filk  dear,  and  for 
ready  money  ;  and  thus,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  government,  they  make  the  moft  of 
their  goods,  and  are  as  rich  as  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  country  will  permit 
them  to  be.  It  mull  indeed  be  allowed,  that  as  things  {land  at  prefent  his  Sardinian 
Majefty's  political  and  commercial  concerns  are  in  a  manner  oppofite  to  each  other  • 
but  this  does  not  hinder  hiin  from  purfuing  both.  The  balance  of  power  in  Italy  is  a 
thing  of  vaft  importance  to  him,  fmce,  if  it  fhould  be  lofl,  he  would  fcarce  be  able  to 
keep  Ir.s  dominions  ;  but  the  trade  of  his  fubjeds  is  likewife  of  great  importance  for 
w.thoui:  that  his  dominions  would  be  hardly  worth  keeping.  His  conduct  therefore  in 
both  refpects  is  wife  and  jull,  though  it  falls  out  I0  be  in  fome  meafure  prejudicial  to  us 
and  that  too  in  our  tendered  concerns,  our  manufattures  and  our  trade. 

But 
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But  what  then,  ought  we  to  differ  with  or  blame  him  ?  nothing  hke  it ;  we  ought, 
on  the  contrary,  to  admire  and  imitate  him  ;  we  ought  to  make  the  fame  dif- 
tinftion  that  he  does,  between  our  political  and  commercial  interefts  ;  we  ought 
to  (hew  ourfelves  firm  in  fupporting  the  former,  and  in  order  to  it  we  muft  be 
vigorous  in  promoting  the  latter.  We  fee  very  plainly  and  clearly,  or  at  leaft  we 
may  fee  it  if  we  wi'l,  that  there  is  nothing  more  prafticable  in  the  world,  than  the 
raifing  the  filk  trade  in  Georgia ;  the  country  is  fit  for  it,  the  climate  is  fit  for  it ;  we 
have  raifed,  and  may  raife,  what  quantities  of  mulberry-trees  we  will ;  the  filkworm 
thrives  there  wonderfully  well,  which  however  is  the  cafe  of  very  few  countries ;  and 
the  filk  brought  from  thence  has  been  found  excellent.  If  all  this  does  not  pafs  for 
demonftration  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  demonftration.  On 
the  other  hand,  that  the  raifing  of  filk  in  Georgia  would  fill  that  country  with  white 
people  ;  would  fecure  to  us  the  affection,  and  the  aflilfance  of  the  neighbouring 
Indian  nations,  and  fo  render  it  an  efieftual  frontier  is  beyond  all  difpute ;  and  that  the 
advantages  accruing  to  this  kingdom,  by  enabling  that  plantation  to  furnilh  us  with  filk 
equal  in  quality  to  the  Italian,  are  fo  plain  and  certain  that  I  make  no  fcruple  of 
affirming,  that  if  due  care  was  taken  in  this  refpeci:,  all  the  expence  neceflary  to  ellablifh 
the  filk  trade  there,  would  not  amount  to  above  one  year's  purchafe  of  the  profits, 
five  and  twenty  years  hence ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  the  advantages  accruing  from  this 
colony  to  Great  Britain,  in  1771  ;  fuppofing  the  filk  trade  immediately  fettled  there, 
and  by  immediately,  I  mean  no  more  than  as  foon  as  poffible,  will  equal  all  that  the 
public  has  or  may  lay  out  upon  that  fettlement  before  it  becomes  able  to  maintain 
itfelf.  We  manure  our  lands  before  we  expe£t  crops  from  them  ;  we  manufafture  our 
goods  before  we  fend  them  to  market ;  we  educate  our  children  before  we  expeft  they 
fhould  provide  for  themfelves  ;  and  why  fhould  not  we  take  the  fame  care  of  this  colony, 
before  we  expeft  public  advantages  from  thence. 

It  has  been  already  fhewn  what  may  be  expected  from  the  different  method  purfued 
in  the  eflablifliing  this  and  other  colonies  ;  and  how  eafily,  and  how  entirely,  it  may 
be  turned  to  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  fo  as  in  the  compafs  of  a  few  years  to  anfwer 
national  expedations,  better  than  colonies  that  have  been  much  longer  fettled.  But  we 
mufl  keep  thefe  points  in  view  j  'we  muft  proceed  as  we  have  begun,  or  all  that  we  have 
hitherto  done  will  be  thrown  away  ;  and  if  it  fliould,  we  can  blame  nobody  but  our- 
felves. We  have  feen  the  filk  trade  planted  there ;  we  have  feen  it  take  root,  and  even 
bring  forth  bloffoms,  which,  if  the  beft  judges  may  be  trufted,  promifethe  fairefl  fruit ; 
let  it  not  then  be  lofl  for  a  little  care  or  a  Uttle  expence,  if  that  be  neceffary,  in  pruning 
and  watering  it. 

I  might  likewife  take  notice  of  the  raifing  wine  here ;  indeed,  I  have  promifed  it, 
but  I  have  infifted  fo  long  upon  filk,  that  I  can  be  but  fliort  upon  this  head  ;  yet  fome- 
thing  I  will  fay.  There  were  great  hopes  that  this  improvement  might  foon  have  been 
brought  to  perfeftion,  but  fome  difficulties  have  been  found  in  the  way,  and  they  are 
chiefly  thefe  :  The  coat  of  the  natural  grape  is  not  flrong  enough,  and  therefore  when 
it  grows  ripe  they  burft.  The  froft,  about  the  vernal  equinox,  frequently  kills  the 
vines  when  they  are  fhooting ;  and  as  to  the  European  grapes,  it  is  found  that  the 
infedts  of  the  country  dcllroy  them.  Yet  experience  has  fhewn,  that  by  gr;ifdng  the 
European  on  the  wild  vine,  all  thefe  inconvenicncies  are  in  a  great  meafure  prevented  ; 
for  then  it  flioots  later,  and  fo  efcapes  the  froll  better  ;  the  grape  fkins  become  thicker 
and  ftronger,  and  infects  do  it  lefs  prejudice :  fo  that  there  are  ftill  hopes  that  wine 
may  be  made  there,  both  in  great  plenty,  and  in  great  perfedion  ;  and  if  we  refled  on 
the  miftake  we  made,  with  rcfped  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  abandoned 
as  worth  nothing,  and  which  the  Dutch,  by  their  induftry,  have  made  one  of  the 
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fincfl  and  mofl.  valuable  plantations  in  the  world ;  we  fiiall  not  be  hafly  in  flighting 
theie  hopes. 

Befides,  there  is  nothing  wanting  in  this  country  but  a  fuflicient  number  of  Inhabit- 
ants, to  render  it,  in  every  refpcct,  a  fertile  and  a  pleafant  fettlenicnt.  ""Fhey  reap  very 
good  wheat  here  in  May  ;  lliey  mow  their  grafs  in  June  ;  they  might  cultivate  rice  here 
to  great  advantage,  if  that  was  judged  proper,  which,  however,  for  many  goodreafons, 
is  thought  not  fo  ;  olives  flourifli  there  in  the  greatefl  pcrfeclion  ;  and  fo  do  oranges  in 
the  fouth  part  of  the  province,  where  (I  fpeak  on  the  credit  of  eye-witnefles)  an  orange 
tree  has  been  loiown,  in  feven  years  time,  to  have  been  fifteen  feet  from  the  root  to  the 
branches. 

Thefe  confiderations,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  confequences  that  may  follow  from  the 
improvement  of  this  laft  fettlement,  which  1  look  upon  to  be  the  honour  of  the  prefent 
age,  have  proceeded  folely  fr<ini  a  regard  to  truth,  and  to  the  public  fervice  which  are 
the  fame  motives  that  have  diredcd  me  throutrh  the  courfe  of  this  undertakino:.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  there  were  many  things,  in  relation  to  mofl  of  the  colonies,  and 
particularly  in  refpeft  to  this,  about  which  the  world  in  general  was  either  mifinformed 
or  not  informed  at  all ;  and  therefore  I  thought  it  would  be  doing  fome  fervice  to  trade, 
to  the  colonies,  and  to  the  public,  if  thefe  points  were  fully  and  fairly  treated  ;  for 
which  purpofe  I  took  pains  to  procure  the  belt  materials  I  could,  and  have  digefted 
them  in  the  befl  method  I  was  able,  but  in  fuch  a  way  that  the  principal  faiEts  appear 
all  along  with  their  proper  authorities  ;  fo  that  the  reader  fees  to  what  he  gives  credit, 
and  is  not  obliged  to  take  any  thing  upon  truft  from  me  ;  all  my  reafonings  being  fub- 
mitted,  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  his  judgment,  with  full  hberty  to  admit  as  little  or  as 
much  as  he  thinks  fit,  when  he  has  duly  weighed  the  arguments  that  are  offered  in 
fupport  of  them.  It  is  in  tliis  way,  and  in  this  way  only,  that  fedentary  perfons  can 
make  themfelves  ufeful  to  fociety,  and  in  this  way  they  may  be  very  ufeful,  by  furnifli- 
ing  others  with  an  opportunity  of  viewing  and  reflecting  upon  things  which  otherwife 
might  never  have  come  to  their  notice. 

One  thing  more  I  muft  obfcrve  before  I  conclude  this  chapter,  which  is,  that  if  there 
be  any  thing  in  it,  or  indeed  in  any  of  thofe  relating  to  the  Britifli  plantations,  which 
ought,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  public ;  it  is,  in  a  great 
meafure,  due  to  the  lights  afforded  by  the  Honourable  James  Oglethorpe,  from  whom, 
if  the  author  has  caught  any  part  of  that  generous  fpirit,  which  inchnes  a  man  to  bend 
all  his  thoughts,  and  turn  all  his  labours,  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  it  is  but  jufl  that 
he  fliould  acknowledge  it ;  and  this  he  is  the  more  ready  to  do,  becaufe  if  there  be  any 
merit  in  his  performance,  capable  of  making  it  known  to  and  efteemed  by  pofterity, 
he  would  willingly  confecrate  it  as  a  mark  of  his  elleem  and  gratitude,  for  the  many 
informations  he  has  received,  and  the  right  turn  that  has  been  given  to  his  inquiries, 
by  that  knowing  and  worthy  perfon,  who  is  equally  happy  in  rendering  the  greatefl 
perlbnal  fervices  himfelf  to  the  community,  and  by  infufing  the  like  difpofition  in 
others,  both  by  his  example  and  converfation. 
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THE  FIRST  VOYAGE  OF  M.  MARTIN  FROBISHER, 

TO    THE    NORTH-WEST, 

FOR   THE    SEARCH    OF   THE   STRAIGHT  OR  PASSAGE  TO    CHINA  ; 

Written  by  CHRISTOPHER  HALL,  Master  in  the  Gabriel, 
And  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord   1576.  * 

THE  7th  of  June  being  Thurfday,  the  two  barks,  viz.  the  Gabriel  and  the  Michael, 
and  our  pinnace,  fet  fail  at  Ratclifle,  and  bare  down  to  Deptford,  and  there  we 
anchored ;  the  caufe  was,  that  our  pinnace  burft  her  bowfprit  and  foremaft  aboard  of 
a  fhip  that  rode  at  Deptford  ;  elfe  we  meant  to  have  palled  that  day  by  the  Court  then 
at  Greenwich. 

The  eighth  day,  being  Friday,  about  twelve  o'clock,  we  weighed  at  Deptford,  and 
fet  fail,  all  three  of  us,  and  bare  down  by  the  Court,  where  we  fhot  off  our  ordnance, 
and  made  the  bed  fhew  we  could.  Her  Majefty,  beholding  the  fame,  commended  it, 
and  bade  us  farewell,  with  fliaking  her  hand  at  us  out  of  the  window.  Afterward  flie 
fent  a  gentleman  aboard  of  us,  who  declared  that  her  Majefty  had  good  liking  of  our 
doings,  and  thanked  us  for  it  j  and  alfo  willed  our  captain  to  come  the  next  day  to  the 
court  to  take  his  leave  of  her. 

The  fame  day,  towards  night,  Mr.  Secretary  Woolly  came  aboard  of  us,  and  declared 
to  the  company,  that  her  Majefty  had  appointed  him  to  give  them  charge  to  be  obedient 
and  diligent  to  their  captains  and  governors  in  all  things,  and  wilhed  us  happy  fuccefs. 

The  1 2th  day,  being  over  againft  Gravefend,  by  the  caftle  or  blockhoufe,  we  ob- 
ferved  the  latitude,  wdiich  was  5 1  degrees  33  minutes,  and  in  that  place  the  variation 
of  the  compafs  is  1 1  degrees  and  a  half. 

The  24th  day,  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  fight  of  Faire  Ifle,  being  from  us 
fix  leagues  North  and  by  Eaft ;  and  when  I  brought  it  N.W.  by  N.  it  did  rife  at  the 
fouthernmoft  end  with  a  little  hummock,  and  fwamp  in  the  midft. 

The  25th  day,  from  four  to  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  wind  at  N.W.  by  N. 
afrefligale,  I  caft  about  to  the  weftward,  the  fouthernmoft  head  of  Schetland,  called 
Swinborne  Head,  N.N.W.  from  me,  and  the  land  of  Faire  Ifle  W.  S.W.  from  me,  I 
failed  direftly  to  the  north  head  of  that  faid  land,  founding  as  I  ran  in,  having  60,  50, 
and  40  fathoms,  and  grey  red  fhells ;  and  within  half  a  mile  of  that  ifiand,  there  are 
36  fathoms ;  for  I  failed  to  that  ifland  to  fee  whether  there  was  any  roadftcd  for  a  N.  W. 
wind ;  and  I  found,  by  my  founding,  hard  rocks,  and  foul  ground,  and  tieep  water, 
within  two  cables  length  of  the  fhore,  28  fathoms,  and  fo  did  not  anchor,  but  plied  to 
and  fro  with  my  forefail  and  mizen,  till  it  was  high  water,  under  the  ifland.  The  tide 
fetteth  there  N.W.  and  S.  E. ;  the  flood  fetteth  S.  E.  and  the  ebb  N.W. 

The  26th  day,  having  the  wind  at  South,  a  fair  gale,  failing  from  Faire  Ifle  to  Swin- 
borne head,  I  did  obfcrve  the  latitude;  the  ifland  of  Fowlay  being  W.N.W.  from  me 
fix  leagues,  and  Swinborne  Head  E.  S.  E.  from  me,  I  found  my  elevation  to  be  37  de- 

*  Hakluyt,  iii.  29. 

greeSj 


FROBISHER's   riRST   VOYAGE,   8cc.  49' 

grees,  and  my  declination  22  degrees  46  minutes;  fo  that  my  latitude  was  59  degrees 
46  minutes.  At  that  prefent,  being  near  to  Swinbornc  Head,  having  a  lealc  which  did 
trouble  us,  as  alfo  to  take  in  frefli  water,  I  plied  room  with  a  found,  which  is  called 
S.  Tronions,  and  there  did  anchor  in  fcven  fathoms  water  and  fair  fand.  You  have, 
coming  in  the  found's  mouth,  in  entering,  feventcen,  fifteen,  twelve,  ten,  nine,  eight, 
and  feven  fathoms,  and  the  found  iicth  in  N.  N.W.  and  there  we  rode  to  a  weft  i'un, 
and  (lopped  our  leak  ;  and  having  rcfrcflied  ourfelves  with  water,  at  a  N.  N.W.  fun, 
1  fet  fail  from  S.  Tronions,  the  wind  at  S.  S.  E.  and  turned  out  till  we  were  clear  of  the 
found,  and  fo  failed  weft  to  go  clear  of  the  ifland  of  Fowlay.  And  running  off  toward 
Fowlay,  I  founded,  having  tifty  fathoms,  and  ftreamy  ground ;  and  alfo  I  founded, 
P'owlay  being  north  Ixom  me,  one  league  off  that  ifland,  being  fifty  fathom  at  the  fouth 
head,  and  ftreamy  ground,  like  broken  oatmeal,  and  one  fhcll  being  red  and  white  like 
mackarel. 

The  27th  day,  at  a  fouth  fun,  I  did  obferve  the  latitude,  the  ifland  of  Fowlay  being 
from  me  two  leagues  E.  N.  E.,  I  found  myfelf  to  be  in  latitude  59  degrees  59  minutes, 
truly  obferved,  the  wind  at  S.  S.W^     I  iailed  W.  by  N. 

From  twelve  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  at  fouth,  a  fair  gale,  the  fliip 
failed  W.  by  N.  fix  leagues ;  and  at  the  end  of  this  watch  I  founded,  having  fixty 
fathoms  with  little  ftones  and  fhells ;  the  ifland  from  us  eight  leagues  eaft. 

The  I  ft  July,  from  four  to  eight  o'clock,  we  failed  weft,  four  glaffes  four  leagues, 
and  at  that  prefent  we  had  fo  much  wind,  that  we  fpooned  afoi"e  the  fea  S.  W.  two 
leagues. 

The  3d  day,  we  found  our  compafs  to  be  varied  one  point  to  the  weftwards.  This 
day,  from  four  to  eight  o'clock,  we  failed  W.  by  S.  fix  leagues. 

From  eight  to  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  W.  by  S.  four  leagues  ;  at  that  prefent  I  found 
our  compafs  to  be  varied  eleven  degrees  and  one-fourth  part  to  the  weftward,  which  is 
one  point. 

The  nth  day,  at  a  S.  E.  fun,  we  had  fightof  the  land  of  Frifeland,  bearing  from 
us  W.  N.  W.  fixteen  leagues,  and  rifing  like  pinnacles  of  fteeples,  and  all  covered  with 
fnow.  I  found  myfelf  in  61  degrees  of  latitude.  We  failed  to  the  fliore,  and  could 
find  no  ground  at  150  fathoms;  we  hoifted  out  our  boat,  and  the  captain,  with  four 
men,  rowed  to  the  fliore  to  get  on  land ;  but  the  land  lying  full  of  ice,  they  could  not 
get  on  land,  and  fo  they  came  aboard  again.  We  had  much  ado  to  get  cleai*  of  the 
ice,  by  reafon  of  the  fog ;  yet,  from  Thurfday  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  Friday 
at  noon,  we  iailed  S.  W.  20  leagues. 

The  1 8th  day,  at  a  S.E.  fun,  I  found  the  fun  to  be  elevated  33  degrees,  and  at  a 
S.  E.  fun  40  degrees.  So  I  obferved  it  till  1  found  it  at  the  higheft,  and  then  it  was 
elevated  52  degrees.  I  judged  the  variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  two  points  and  a  half 
to  the  weftward. 

The  2ift  day,  we  had  fight  of  a  great  drift  of  ice,  feeming  a  firm  land,  and  we  caft 
weftward  to  be  cleared  of  it. 

The  26th  we  had  fight  of  a  land  of  ice,  the  latitude  was  62  degrees  2  minutes. 

The  28th,  in  the  morning,  was  very  foggy;  but  at  the  clearing  up  of  the  fog,  we 
had  fight  of  land,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  Labrador,  with  great  ftore  of  ice  about  the 
land  ;  I  ran  in  towards  it,  and  founded,  but  could  get  no  bottom  at  loo  fathouis,  and 
the  ice  being  fo  thick,  I  could  not  get  to  the  fliore,  and  fo  lay  off",  and  came  clear  of 
the  ice.  Upon  Monday  we  came  within  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  and  fought  a  harbour  : 
all  the  found  was  full  of  ice,  and  our  boat  rowing  afhore,  could  get  no  ground  at  100 
fathoms,  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  fnore.     Then  we  failed  E.  N.  E.  along  the  fliore, 
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for  fo  the  land  Heth,  and  the  current  is  there  great,  fetting  N.  E.  and  .S,W.,  and  we 
could  have  gotten  anchor  ground,  we  would  have  feen  with  what  force  it  had  run  ;  but 
I  judge,  a  fliip  may  drive  a  league  and  a  half  in  one  hour,  with  the  tide. 

The  31(1,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  being  fair  and  clear,  we  had  fight  of  ahead 
land,  as  we  judged,  bearing  from  us  N.  by  E.,  and  we  failed  N.  E.  by  N.  to  that  land, 
and  when  we  came  thither,  we  could  not  get  to  that  land  for  ice  ;  for  the  ice  ftretched 
along  the  coaft,  fo  that  we  could  not  come  to  the  land  by  five  leagues. 

Wednefday  thefiril  of  Augufl;  it  calmed  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  I  caufed  my  boat  to 
be  hoilled  out,  being  hard  by  a  great  ifland  of  ice  ;  and  I  and  four  men  rowed  to  that 
ice,  and  founded  within  two  cables  length  of  it,  and  had  fixteen  fathoms ;  and  after 
that,  founded  again,  within  a  minion  Ihot ;  and  had  ground  at  100  fathoms,  and  fair 
fand.  We  founded  the  next  day,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  it,  and  had  60  fathoms, 
rough  ground  ;  and  at  that  prefent  being  aboard,  that  great  illand  of  ice  fell  one  part 
from  another,  making  a  noife,  as  if  a  great  cliff"  had  fallen  into  the  fea  ;  and  at  four 
o'clock  I  founded  again,  and  had  90  fathoms,  and  fmall  black  ftones,  and  little  white 
ftones  like  pearls.     The  tide  here  did  fet  to  the  fliore. 

The  loth,  I  took  four  men  and  myfelf,  and  rowed  to  Jliore,  to  an  Ifland  one  league 
from  the  main,  and  there  the  flood  fetteth  S.W.  along  the  fhore,  and  it  floweth,  as 
near  as  I  could  judge,  fo  too  ;  I  could  not  tarry  to  prove  it,  becaufe  the  flilp  was  a  great 
way  from  me,  and  I  feared  a  fog ;  but  when  I  came  alhore  it  was  low  water.  I  went 
to  the  top  of  the  iiland,  and  before  I  came  back,  it  was  highed  a  foot  water,  and  fo, 
without  tarrying,  I  came  aboard. 

The  nth,  we  found  our  latitude  to  be  6t,  degrees  8  minutes;  and  this  day  we  en- 
tered the  ftraight. 

The  1 2th,  we  fet  fail  towards  an  ifland,  called  the  Gabriels  Ifland,  which  was  ten 
leagues  then  from  us. 

The  13th,  we  efpied  a  found,  and  bare  with  it,  and  came  to  a  fandy  bay,  where  we 
Game  to  an  anchor,  the  land  bearing  E.  S.  E.  oft"  us,  and  there  we  rode  all  night,  in 
eight  fathoms  water.  It  flowed  there  at  a  S.  E.  moon.  We  called  it  Prior's  Sound  ; 
being  from  the  Gabriels  Ifland  10  leagues. 

The  14th,  we  weighed  and  ran  into  another  found,  where  we  anchored  in  eight 
fathoms  water,  fair  fand  and  black  ooze,  and  tliere  caulked  our  fhip,  being  weak  front 
the  wales  upwards,  and  took  in  frefli  water. 

The  1 5th  day,  we  weighed  and  failed  to  Priors  bay,  being  a  mile  from  thence. 

The  1 6th  day  was  calm,  and  we  rode  ftill,  without  ice;  but  prefently,  within  two 
hours,  it  was  frozen  round  about  the  fliip,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  ;  and  that  day 
very  fair  and  calm.  * 

The  1 7th  day,  we  weighed,  and  came  to  Thomas  Williams  Ifland-. 

The  1 8th  day,  we  failed  N.N. W.  and  anchored  again  in  23  fathoms,  and  tougli 
ooze,  under  Butchers  Ifland,  which  is,  from  the  former  ifland,  ten  leagues. 

The  19th  day,  in  the  morning,  being  calm,  and  no  wind,  the  captain  and  I  took 
our  boat,  with  eight  men  in  her,  to  row  us  afliore,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  people,  or 
no,  and  going  to  the  top  of  the  ifland,  we  had  fight  of  feven  boats,  which  came  rowing 
from  the  call  fide,  toward  tiiat  ifland,  whereupon  we  returned  on  board  again  :  at 
length  we  fent  our  boat  with  five  men  in  her,  to  fee  whither  they  rowed,  and  fo  with 
a  white  cloth  brought  one  of  their  boats  with  their  men  along  the  fliore,  rowing  after 
our  boat,  till  fuch  time  as  they  faw  our  fliip,  and  then  they  rowed  afliore.  Then  I 
went  on  fhore  mylclf,  and  gave  every  of  them  a  thrcaden  point,  and  brought  one  of 
ihcm  aboard  of  me,  where  he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  then  carried  him  on  fliore  again  ; 
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whereupon  all  the  reft  came  aboard  uith  their  boats,  bciiii^  nineteen  porfons ;  and  they 
fpake,  but  \vc  underftood  them  not.  They  be  like  to  Tartars,  with  long  black  hair, 
broad  faces,  and  flat  nofes,  and  tawny  in  colour,  wearing  feal  (kins ;  and  fo  do  the 
women,  not  differing  in  the  fafliion  ;  but  the  women  are  marked  in  the  face  with  blue 
ftreaks  down  the  cheeks,  and  round  about  the  eyes.  Their  boats  are  made  all  of  feal 
Ikins,  with  a  keel  of  wood  within  the  fkin  ;  the  proportion  of  them  is  like  a  Spanifh 
fliallop,  fave  only  they  be  flat  in  the  bottom,  and  fliarp  at  both  ends. 

l"he  20th  day  we  weighed,  and  went  to  the  eaft  fide  of  this  iiland,  and  I  and  the  cap- 
tain,  with  four  men  more,  went  on  fhore,  and  there  we  faw  their  houfes ;  and  the 
people  efpying  us,  came  rowing  towards  our  boat ;  whereupon  we  plied  toward  our 
boat,  and  we  being  in  our  boat,  and  they  on  fliore,  they  called  to  us  and  we  rowed  to 
them,  and  one  of  their  company  came  into  our  boat,  and  we  carried  him  aboard,  and 
gave  him  a  bell,  and  a  knife :  fo  the  captain  and  I  willed  five  of  our  men  to  fet  him 
afliore  at  a  rock,  and  not  among  the  company  which  they  came  from  ;  but  their  wilful- 
nefs  was  fuch,  that  they  would  go  to  them,  and  fo  were  taken  themfelves,  and  our 
boat  loft. 

The  next  day,  in  the  morning,  we  ftood  in  near  the  fliore,  and  fhot  off  a  fauconet, 
and  founded  our  trumpet ;  but  we  could  hear  nothing  of  our  men.  This  found  we 
called.  The  five  men's  found,  and  plied  out  of  it,  but  anchored  again  in  30  fathoms 
and  ooze,  and  riding  there  all  night,  in  the  morning  the  fnow  lay  a  foot  thick  upon 
our  hatches. 

The  22dday,  in  the  morning,  we  weighed,  and  went  again  to  the  place  where  we 
loft  our  men  and  our  boat.  We  had  fight  of  fourteen  boats,  and  fome  came  near  to 
us  ;  but  we  could  learn  nothing  of  our  men  :  among  the  reft,  we  enticed  one  boat  to 
our  fliip's  fide,  with  a  bell,  and  in  giving  him  the  bell  we  took  him  and  his  boat,  and 
fo  kept  him,  and  fo  rowed  down  to  Thomas  Williams  Ifland,  and  there  anchored  all 
night. 

The  26th  day  we  weighed  to  come  homeward,  and  by  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  we 
were  thwart  of  Trumpets  Ifland. 

The  next  day  we  came  thwart  of  Gabriels  Ifland,  and  at  eight  o'clock  at  night  we  had 
the  Cape  Labrador,  as  we  fuppofed,  weft  from  us  10  leagues. 

Thfe  28th  day  we  went  cur  courfe  S.  E.  and  on  the  29th  we  failed  S.  E.  by  E.  22 
leagues. 

The  firft  day  of  September,  in  the  morning,  we  had  fight  of  the  land  of  Frifeland, 
being  eight  leagues  from  us ;  but  we  could  not  come  near  it,  for  the  monftrous  ice 
that  lay  about  it.  From  this  day,  till  the  fixth  of  this  month,  we  ran  along  Ifland, 
and  had  the  fouth  part  of  it,  at  eight  o'clock,  eaft  from  us  ten  leagues. 

The  7th  day  of  this  month  we  had  a  very  terrible  ftorm,  by  force  whereof  one  of  our 
men  was  blown  into  the  fea  out  of  our  waift ;  but  he  caught  hold  of 'the  forefail  flieet, 
and  there  held  till  the  captain  plucked  him  again  into  the  fliip. 

The  25th  day  of  this  month  we  had  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Orkney,  which  was  thea 
eaft  from  us.  The  firft  day  of  October  we  had  fight  of  the  Scheld,  and  fo  failed  about 
the  coaft,  and  anchored  at  Yarmouth,  and  the  next  day  we  came  into  Harwich. 
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•    THE  SECOND  VOYAGE  OF  MASTER  MARTIN  FROBISHER, 
MADE  TO  THE  WEST  AND  NORTH-WEST  REGIONS, 
In  the  Year  1577  ; 
WITH    A    DESCRIPTIOX    OF    THE    COUNTRY   AND    PEOPLE. 

Written  by  Master  DIONISE  SETTLE. 

ON  Whitfunday,  being  the  26th  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1577,  Captain 
Frobiflier  departed  from  Blackwall  with  one  of  the  Queen's  Majefty's  (hips,  called 
the  Aide,  of  nine  fcore  tons,  or  thereabouts,  and  two  other  little  barks  iikewife,  the  one 
called  the  Gabriel,  whereof  Mafler  Fenton,  a  gentleman  of  my  lord  of  Warwick,  was 
captain ;  and  the  other  the  Michael,  whereof  Mailer  York,  a  gentleman  of  my  Lord 
Admiral's,  was  captain,  accompanied  with  feven  fcore  gentlemen,  foldiers,  and  failors, 
well  furniflied  with  viftuals,  and  other  provifions  neceflary  for  one  half  year,  on  this 
his  fecond  voyage,  for  the  further  difcovering  of  the  paffage  to  Cathay,  and  other 
countries  thereunto  adjacent,  by  W.  and  N.W.  navigations;  which  pafiage  or  way  is 
fuppofed  to  be  on  the  North,  and  N.W.  parts  of  America ;  and  the  faid  America  to 
be  an  ifland,  environed  with  the  fea,  where  through  our  merchants  may  have  courfe 
and  recourfe  with  their  merchandize,  from  thefe  our  northernmoft  parts  of  Europe,  to 
thofe  oriental  coafts  of  Afia,  in  much  lliorter  time,  and  with  greater  benefit,  than  any 
others,  to  their  no  little  commodity  and  profit  that  do  or  fliall  frequent  the  fame.  Our 
faid  captain  and  general  of  this  prefent  voyage  and  company  having,  the  year  before, 
with  two  little  pinnaces,  to  his  great  danger  and  no  fmall  commendations,  given  a 
worthy  attempt  towards  the  performance  thereof,  is  alfo  preft,  when  occafion  fhall  be 
miniftered  (to  the  benefit  of  his  Prince  and  native  country)  to  adventure  himfelf  further 
therein.  As  for  this  fecond  voyage,  it  feemeth  fufficient,  that  he  hath  better  explored 
and  fearched  the  commodities  of  thofe  people  and  countries,  which  in  his  firft  voyage, 
the  year  before,  he  had  found  out. 

Upon  which  confiderations,  the  day  and  year  before  exprefled,  we  departed  from 
Blackwall  to  Harwich,  where,  making  an  accomplifliment  of  things  neceflary,  the  laft 
of  May  we  hoifled  up  fails,  and,  with  a  merry  wind,  the  7th  June,  we  arrived  at  the 
iflands,  called  Orcades,  or  vulgarly,  Orkney ;  being  in  number  thirty,  fubjeft  and 
adjacent  to  Scotland,  where  we  made  provifion  of  frefli  water ;  in  the  doing  whereof, 
our  general  licenfed  the  gentlemen  and  foldiers,  for  their  recreation,  to  go  on  fliore. 
At  our  landing,  the  people  fled  from  their  poor  cottages,  with  ftirieks  and  alarms,  to 
warn  their  neighbours  of  enemies ;  but,  by  gentle  perfuafions,  we  reclaimed  them  to 
their  houfes.  It  feemeth,  they  are  oiten  frighted  with  pirates,  or  fome  other  enemies, 
that  move  them  with  fuch  fudden  fear.  Their  houfes  are  very  fimply  built  with  pebble 
ftone,  without  any  chimni'\s,  the  fire  being  made  in  the  midfl:  thereof.  The  good  man, 
wife,  children,  and  other  of  the  family,  eat  and  fleep  on  the  one  fide  of  the  houfe; 
and  the  cattle  on  the  other ;  very  beaftly  and  rudely,  in  refpeft  of  civility.  They  are 
deftitute  of  wood  ;  their  fire  is  turves  and  cowfliards.     They  have  corn,  bigge,  and 
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oats,  with  which  they  pay  their  king's  rents,  to  the  maintenance  of  his  houfe.  They 
take  great  quantity  of  filii,  which  tliey  dry  in  tlie  wind  and  fun.  They  drefs  tiieir  meat 
very  fihhily,  and  eat  it  without  fah.  Their  apparel  is  after  the  rudeft  fort  of  Scotland  ; 
their  money  is  all  bafe ;  their  church  and  religion  is  reformed  according  to  the  Scots. 
The  iilhermen  of  England  can  better  declare  the  difpofition  of  thefe  people  than.  I ; 
wherefore  I  remit  their  ufages  to  their  reports,  as  yearly  repair  thither  in  their  courfe 
to  and  from  the  ifland  for  fifh. 

We  departed  here  hence  the  8th  of  June,  and  followed  our  courfe  between  W.  and 
N.W.  until  the  4th  of  July,  all  which  time  we  had  no  night ;  but  that  eafily,  and  with- 
out impediment,  we  had,  when  we  were  fo  difpofed,  the  fruition  of  our  books  and 
other  pleafures,  to  pafs  away  the  time,  a  thing  of  no  fmall  moment  to  fuch  as  wander 
in  unknown  feas  and  long  navigations,  efpecially  when  both  the  winds  and  raging  fui-ges 
do  pafs  their  common  and  wonted  courfe.  This  benefit  endureth  in  thofe  parts, 
not  fix  weeks;  but  where  the  pole  is  raifed  to  70  or  80  degrees,  it  continueth  much 
longer. 

All  along  thefe  feas,  after  we  were  fix  days  failing  from  Orkney,  we  met,  floating  In 
the  fea,  great  fir  trees,  which  were,  as  we  judged,  with  the  fury  of  great  floods,  rooted 
op,  and  fo  driven  into  the  fea.  Ifland  hath  almofl;  no  other  wood  nor  fuel,  but  fuch  as 
they  take  up  upon  their  coafts.  It  feemeth  that  thefe  trees  are  driven  from  fonre  part 
of  the  Newfoundland,  with  the  current  that  fetteth  from  the  wefl;  to  the  eaft. 

The  4th  of  July  we  came  within  the  making  of  Frifeland.  From  this  fliore  10  or  12 
leagues,  we  met  great  iflands  of  ice,  of  half  a  mile,  fome  more,  fome  lefs,  in  compafs, 
Ihewing,  above  the  fea,  30  or  40  fathoms,  and,  as  we  fuppofed,  fafl;  on  ground, 
where,  with  our  lead,  we  could  fcarce  found  the  bottom  for  depth. 

Here,  in  place  of  odoriferous  and  fragrant  fmells  of  fweet  gums,  and  pleafant  notes 
of  mufical  birds,  which  other  countries,  in  more  temperate  zones,  do  yield,  we  taflied 
the  mofl:  boifl;erous  boreal  blafts,  mixed  with  fnow  and  hail,  in  the  months  of  June 
and  July,  not  inferior  to  our  intemperate  winter :  a  fudden  alteration,  and  efpecially  In 
a  place  and  parallel  where  the  pole  is  not  elevate  above  6 1  degrees,  at  which  height 
other  countries,  more  to  the  north,  yea,  unto  70  degrees,  fhew  themfelves  more  tem- 
perate than  this  doth. 

All  along  this  coafl;  ice  lieth,  as  a  continual  bulwark,  and  fo  defendeth  the  country, 
that  thofe  that  would  land  there  incur  great  danger.  Our  general,  three  days  together, 
attempted  with  the  flilp  boat  to  have  gone  on  fliore,  which  for  that  without  great  danger 
he  could  not  accompllfli ;  he  deferred  It  until  a  more  convenient  time.  All  along  the 
coafl;  lie  very  high  mountains,  covered  with  fnow,  except  in  fuch  places,  where,  through 
the  fteepnefs  of  the  mountains,  of  force  It  muft  needs  fall.  Four  days  coafting  along 
this  land,  we  found  no  figns  of  habitation.  Little  birds,  which  we  judged  to  have  loft 
the  fliore,  by  reafon  of  thick  fogs  which  that  country  is  much  fubject  to,  came  flying 
into  our  flilps,  which  made  us  fuppofe,  that  the  country  is  both  more  tolerable,  and 
alfo  habitable  within,  than  the  outward  fliore  maketh  fliow  or  fignlficatlon. 

From  hence  we  departed  the  8th  of  July,  and  the  i6th  of  the  fame,  we  came  with 
the  making  of  land,  which  land  our  general  the  year  before  had  named  the  Queen's 
Foreland,  being  an  ifland,  as  we  judge,  lying  near  the  fuppofed  continent  with  Ame- 
rica ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  oppofite  to  the  fame,  one  other  ifland,  called  Halles  Ifle, 
after  the  name  of  the  mafter  of  the  flilp,  near  adjacent  to  the  firm  land,  luppofed  con- 
tinent with  Afia ;  between  the  which  two  Iflands  there  is  a  large  entrance  or  ftralght, 
called  Froblflier's  Straight,  after  the  name  of  our  general,  the  firft  finder  thereof.  This 
faid  ftralght  is  fuppofed  to  have  paflage  into  the  fea  of  Suez,  which  I  leave  unknown 
as  yet. 

It 
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It  feemeth,  that  either  here,  or  not  far  hence,  the  fea  flioiilJ  have  more  large  entrance 
than  in  other  parts  within  the  frozen  or  intemperate  zone,  and  that  fome  contrary  tide, 
either  from  the  eafl  or  weft,  with  main  force  cafteth  out  that  great  quantity  of  ice, 
which  Cometh  floating  from  this  coaft  even  unto  Frifeland,  caufmg  the  country  to  feem 
more  intemperate  than  others  much  more  northerly  than  the  fame. 

I  cannot  judge  that  any  temperature,  under  the  pole,  the  time  of  the  fun's  northern 
declination  being  half  a  year  and  one  whole  day  (confidering  that  the  fun's  elevation 
furmounteth  not  23  deg.  and  30  min.)  can  have  power  to  diilolve  fuch  monftrous  and 
huge  ice,  comparable  to  great  mountains,  except  by  fome  other  force,  as  by  fwift 
currents  and  tides,  with  the  help  of  the  fiiid  day  of  half  a-year. 

Before  we  came  within  the  making  of  thefe  lands  we  tafted  cold  ftorms,  infomuch 
that  it  feemed  we  had  changed  fummer  with  winter,  if  the  length  of  the  days  had  not 
removed  us  from  that  opinion. 

At  our  firft  coming  the  ftraights  feemed  to  be  flmt  up  with  a  long  mure  of  ice, 
which  gave  no  little  caufe  of  difcomfort  unto  us  all ;  but  our  general  (to  whofe  dili- 
gence imminent  dangers  and  difficult  attempts  feemed  nothing,  in  refpeft  of  his  willing 
mind  for  the  commodity  of  his  Prince  and  country),  with  two  little  pinnaces  prepared 
of  purpofes,  pafled  twice  through  them  to  the  eall  fliore,  and  the  idands  thereunto 
adjacent  ;  and  the  Ihip,  with  the  two  barks,  lay  off  and  on  fomething  further  into  the 
fea,  from  the  danger  of  the  ice. 

Whilft  he  was  fearching  the  country  near  the  fliore,  fome  of  the  people  of  the 
country  fliewed  themfelves,  leaping  and  dancing,  with  ftrange  fhrieks  and  cries,  which 
gave  no  little  admiration  to  our  men.  Our  general  defirous  to  allure  them  to  us  by 
fair  means,  caufed  knives  and  other  things  to  be  proffered  unto  them,  which  they 
would  not  take  at  our  hands,  but  being  laid  on  the  ground,  and  the  party  going  away, 
they  came  and  took  up,  leaving  fomething  of  theirs  to  countervail  the  fame.  At 
length  two  of  them  leaving  their  weapons,  came  down  to  our  general  and  mafter,  who 
did  the  hke  to  them,  commanding  the  company  to  ftay,  and  went  unto  them,  who 
after  certain  dumb  figns,  and  mute  congratulations,  began  to  lay  hands  upon  them, 
but  they  cleverly  efcaped,  and  ran  to  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  came  fiercely  upon 
them,  (not  refpecling  the  reft  of  our  company,  which  were  ready  for  their  defence), 
but  with  their  arrows  hurt  divers  of  them  :  we  took  the  one,  and  the  other  efcaped. 

Whilft  our  general  was  bufied  in  fearching  the  country,  and  thofe  iflands  adjacent  on 
the  eaft  fliore,  the  fliip  and  barks  having  great  care  not  to  put  tar  into  the  fea  from  him, 
for  that  he  had  fraall  ftore  of  victuals,  were  forced  to  abide  a  cruel  tempeft,  chancing 
in  the  night,  amongft  and  in  the  thickeft  of  the  ice,  which  was  fo  monftrous,  that 
even  the  leaft  of  a  thoufand  had  been  of  force  fufficient  to  have  fhivered  our  fliip  and 
barks  into  fmall  portions,  if  God,  (who  in  all  neceflities  hath  care  upon  the  infirmities 
of  man),  had  not  provided  for  this  our  extremity  a  fuflicicnt  remedy  through  the  light 
of  the  night,  whereby  we  might  well  difcern  to  flee  from  fuch  imminent  dangers,  which 
we  avoided  with  fourteen  boards  in  one  watch  the  fpace  of  four  hours.  If  we  had  not 
incurred  this  danger  amongft  thefe  monftrous  iflands  of  ice,  we  fliould  have  loft  our 
general  and  mafter,  and  the  moft  of  our  beft  failors,  which  were  on  the  fliore  deftitutc 
of  victuals :  but  by  the  valour  of  our  mafter  gunner,  mafter  Jackman,  and  Andrew 
Dyer,  the  mafter's  mates,  men  expert  both  in  navigation  and  other  good  qualities,  we 
were  all  content  to  incur  the  dangers  afore-rehearled,  before  we  would  with  our  own 
fafcty,  run  into  the  feas,  to  the  deftruftion  of  our  faid  general  and  his  company. 

The  day  following,  being  the  19th  of  July,  our  captain  returned  to  the  fliip,  with 
report  of  fuppofed  riches,  which  Ihcwed  itfelf  in  the  bowels  of  thefe  barren  mountains, 
wherewith  we  were  all  latisfied. 

Within 
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Within  four  days  after  we  had  been  at  the  entrance  of  the  ftraights,  the  N.  W.  and 
W.  winds  difperfed  the  ice  into  the  fea,  and  made  us  a  large  entrance  into  the  ftraights, 
fo  that  without  any  impediment,  on  the  19th  of  July  we  entered  them,  and  the  20th 
thereof,  our  general  and  mafter  with  great  diligence  fought  out  and  founded  the  weft: 
ftiore,  and  found  out  a  fair  harbour  for  the  ftiip  and  barks  to  ride  in,  and  named  it  after 
our  mafter's  mate,  Jackman's  Sound,  and  brought  the  ftiip,  barks,  and  all  their  com* 
pany,  to  fafe  anchor,  except  one  man,  which  died  by  God's  vifitation. 

At  our  firft  arrival,  after  the  fhip  rode  at  anchor,  our  general,  with  fuch  company 
as  could  well  be  fpared  from  the  (hips,  in  marching  order  entered  the  land,  having 
fpecial  care  by  exhortations,  that,  at  our  entrance  thereinto,  we  Ihould  all  with  one 
voice,  kneeling  upon  our  knees,  chiefly  thank  God  for  our  arrival  j  fecondly,  befeech 
bim  that  it  would  pleafe  his  divine  Majefty  long  to  continue  our  Queen,  for  whom  he, 
and  all  the  reft  of  our  company,  took  pofleftion  of  the  country ;  and  thirdly,  that  by 
our  Chriftian  ftudy  and  endeavour,  thefe  barbarous  people,  trained  up  in  paganifm  and 
infidelity,  might  be  reduced  to  the  knowledge  of  true  religion,  and  to  the  hope  of  falva- 
tion  in  Chrift  our  Redeemer  ;  with  other  words  very  apt  to  fignify  his  willing  mind  and 
affeftion  toward  his  prince  and  country,  whereby  all  fufpicion  of  an  undutiful  fubjeft 
may  credibly  be  judged  to  be  utterly  exempted  from  his  mind.  All  the  reft  of  the 
gentlemen,  and  others,  deferve  worthily  herein  their  due  praife  and  commendation. 

Thefe  things  in  this  order  acconipliflied,  our  general  commanded  all  the  company  to 
be  obedient  in  things  needful  for  our  own  fafeguard,  to  Mafter  Fenton,  Mafter  Yorke, 
and  Mafter  Beaft,  his  lieutenant,  while  he  was  occupied  in  other  necellary  affairs  con- 
cerning OHr  coming  thither. 

After  this  order,  we  all  marched  through  the  country,  with  enfign  difplayed,  fo  far 
as  was  thought  needful,  and  now  and  then  heaped  up  ftones  on  high  mountains  and 
other  places,  in  token  of  pofleflion,  as  likewife  to  fignify  unto  fuch  as  might  hereaftet- 
chance  to  arrive  there,  that  poifeflion  is  taken  in  behalf  of  fome  other  prince,  by  thofe 
who  firft  found  out  the  country. 

Whofo  maketh  navigations  to  thofe  countries,  hath  not  only  extreme  winds  and 
furious  feas  to  encounter  withal,  but  alfo  many  nionftrous  and  great  iflands  of  ice  • 
a  thing  both  rare,  wonderful,  and  greatly  to  be  regarded. 

We  were  forced  fundry  times,  while  the  fliip  did  ridfe  here  at  anchor,  to  have  con- 
tinual watch  with  boats  and  men  ready  with  hawfers  to  knit  faft  unto  fuch  ice,  as  with 
the  ebb  and  flood  were  tofled  to  and  fro  in  the  harbour,  and  with  force  of  oars  to  haul 
them  away,  for  endangering  the  ftiip. 

Our  general  certain  days  fearched  this  fuppofed  continent  with  America,  and  not 
finding  the  commodity  to  anfwer  his  expedation,  after  he  made  trial  thereof,  he  departed 
thence  with  two  little  barks,  and  men  fufficicnt,  to  the  eaft  fliore,  being  the  fuppofed 
continent  of  Afia,  and  left  the  ftiip,  with  moft  of  the  gentlemen,  foldiers  and  failors, 
until  fuch  time  as  he  either  thought  good  to  fend  or  come  for  them. 

The  ftones  of  this  fuppofed  continent  with  America  be  altogether  fparkled,  and 
glifter  in  the  fun  like  gold  ;  fo  likewife  doth  the  fand  in  the  bright  water,  vet  they 
verify  the  old  proverb,  "  all  is  not  gold  that  gliftereth." 

On  this  weft  fliore  we  found  a  dead  fifti  floating,  which  had  in  his  nofe  a  horn  ftraight 
and  torquet,  of  length  two  yards  lacking  two  inches,  being  broken  in  the  top,  where 
we  might  perceive  it  hollow,  into  the  which  fome  of  our  failors  putting  fpiders,  they  pre^ 
fently  died.  I  faw  not  the  trial  hereof,  but  it  was  reported  unto  me  of  a  truth,  by  the 
virtue  whereof  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  fea-unicorn. 

VOL.  XII.  3  s  After 
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After  our  general  had  found  out  good  harbour  for  the  fhip  and  barks  to  anchor  in, 
and  alfo  fuch  ftore  of  fuppofed  gold  ore,  as  he  thought  himfelf  fatisfied  withal,  he 
returned  to  the  Michael,  whereof  Mafter  Yorke  aforefaid  was  captain,  accompanied 
with  our  mafter  and  his  mate  ;  who,  coafting  along  the  well:  fhore,  not  far  from 
whence  the  lliip  rode,  they  perceived  a  fair  harbour,  and  willing  to  foundthe  fame,  at 
the  entrance  thereof  they  efpied  two  tents  of  feal  flcins,  unto  which  thecaptain,  our 
faid  mafter,  and  other  company  reforted.  At  the  fight  of  our  men  the  people  fled  into 
the  mountains :  neverthelefs  they  went  to  their  tents,  where  leaving  certain  trifles  of 
ours,  as  glafles,  bells,  knives,  and  fuch  hke  things,  they  departed,  not  taking  any 
thing  of  theirs,  except  one  dog  ;  they  did  in  like  manner  leave  behind  them  a  letter, 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  whereby  our  men  whom  the  captain  lofl:  the  year  before,  and  in 
that  people's  cuftody,  might  (if  any  of  them  were  alive)  be  advertifed  of  our  prefence 
and  being  there. 

On  the  fame  day,  after  confultation  had,  all  the  gentlemen,  and  others  likewife  that 
could  befpared  from  the  fliip,  under  the  condufl;  and  leading  of  Mafter  Philpot,  (unto 
whom  in  our  general's  abfence,  and  his  lieutenant,  Mafter  Beaft,  all  the  reft  were 
obedient,)  went  afliore,  determining  to  fee,  if  by  fair  means  we  could  either  allure  them 
to  familiarity,  or  otherwife  take  fome  of  them,  and  fo  attain  to  fome  knowledge  of  thofe 
men  whom  our  general  loft  the  year  before. 

At  our  coming  back  again  to  the  place  where  their  tents  were  before,  they  had 
removed  their  tents  further  into  the  faid  bay  or  found,  where  they  might,  if  they  were 
driven  from  the  land,  flee  with  their  boats  into  the  fea.  We  parting  ourfelves  into  two 
companies,  and  compafling  a  mountain,  came  fuddenly  upon  them  by  land  ;  who  efpying 
us,  without  any  tarrying  fled  to  their  boats,  leaving  the  moft  part  of  their  oars  behind 
them  for  hafte,  and  rowed  down  the  bay,  where  our  two  pinnaces  met  them  and  drove 
them  afliore  :  but  if  they  had  had  all  their  oars,  fo  fwift  are  they  in  rowing,  it  had  been 
loft  time  to  have  chafed  them. 

When  they  were  landed,  they  fiercely  aflfaulted  our  men  with  their  bows  and  arrows,, 
who  wounded  three  of  them  with  our  arrows,  and  perceiving  themfelves  thus  hurt, 
they  defperately  leaped  off  the  rocks  into  the  fea  and  drowned  themfelves,  which  if  they 
had  not  done,  but  had  fubmitted  themfelves,  or  if  by  any  means  we  could  have  taken 
them  alive  (being  their  enemies  as  they  judged),  we  would  both  havefaved  them,  and  alfo- 
have  fought  remedy  to  cure  their  wounds,  received  at  our  hands.  But  they,  altogether 
void  of  humanity,  and  ignorant  what  mercy  meaneth,  in  extremities  look  for  no  other 
than  death  ;  and  perceiving  they  fliould  fall  into  our  hands,  thus  miferably  by  drowning 
rather  defired  death,  than  otherwife  to  be  faved  by  us  ;  the  reft  perceiving  their  fellows 
in  this  diftrefs,  fled  into  the  high  mountains.  Two  women  not  being  fo  apt  to  efcape  as 
the  men  were,  the  one  for  her  age,  and  the  other  being  incumbered  with  a  young 
child,  we  took.  The  old  wretch,  whom  divers  of  our  failors  fuppofed  to  be  either 
a  devil  or  a  witch,  had  her  bufl-cins  plucked  off  to  fee  if  flie  were  cloven-footed,  and 
for  her  ugly  hue  and  deformity  we  let  her  go.  The  young  woman  and  the  child  we 
brought  away.  We  named  the  place  where  they  were  flain  Bloody  Point,  and  the  bay  or 
harbour,  York's  Sound,  after  the  name  of  one  of  the  captains  of  the  two  l^arks.  Having 
this  knowledge  both  of  their  fiercencfs  and  cruelty,  and  perceiving  that  fair  means  as  yet 
is  not  able  to  allure  them  to  familiarity,  we  difpol'ed  ourfelves,  contrary  to  our  inclina- 
tion, fomething  to  be  cruel,  returned  to  their  tents  and  made  a  'poil  of  the  fame  ;  where 
we  found  an  old  lliirt,  a  doublet,  a  girdU',  and  alfo  fliocs  of  our  men,  whom  we  loft 
the  year  before  ;  on  nothing  elfe  unto  them  belonging  could  we  fet  our  eyes. 

Their 
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Their  riches  are  not  gold,  filver,  or  precious  drapery,  but  their  faid  tents  and  boats 
made  of  the  Ikins  of  red  deer  and  feallkins  ;  alfo  dogs  Hke  unto  wolves,  but  for  the 
moil:  part  black,  with  other  trifles,  more  to  be  wondered  at  for  their  flrangenefs,  than 
for  any  other  commodity  needful  for  our  ufe. 

Thus  returning  to  our  fliip  the  3d  of  Auguft,  we  departed  from  the  weft  fhore,  fup- 
poied  iirm  with  America,  after  we  had  anchored  there  thirteen  days,  and  fo  the  4th 
thereof  we  came  to  our  general  on  the  eaft  (liore,  and  anchored  in  a  fair  harbour  named 
Ann  Warwicke's  Sound,  unto  which  is  annexed  an  ifland  both  named,  after  the 
Countefs  of  Warwicke,  Ann  Warwicke's  Sound  and  liland. 

In  this  ifle  our  general  thought  good  for  his  voyage  to  freight  both  the  (liip  and 
barks  with  iuch  ftone,  or  fuppofed  gold  mineral,  as  he  judged  to  countervail  the  charges 
of  his  iirlt  and  this  his  fecond  navigation  to  thefe  countries. 

In  the  mean  time  of  our  abode  here,  fome  of  the  country  people  came  to  fliew 
themfelves  unto  us  fundry  times,  on  the  main fliore,  near  adjacent  to  the  faid  ifle.  Our 
general,  defirous  to  have  fome  news  of  his  men  whom  he  loft  the  year  before,  with  fome 
company  with  liim  repaired  with  the  ftiip's  boat  to  commune,  or  fign  with  them  for  fami- 
liarity, whereunto  he  is  perfuaded  to  bring  them.  They  at  the  firft  fliewmade  tokens  that 
three  of  his  five  men  were  alive,  and  defired  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  that  within  three 
or  four  days  they  would  return,  and  (as  we  judged)  bring  thofe  of  our  men  which 
were  living  with  them. 

They  alfo  made  figns  or  tokens  of  their  king,  whom  they  called  Cacougii,  and  how 
he  was  carried  on  men's  flioulders,  and  a  man  far  furmounting  any  of  our  company  in 
bignefs  and  ftature. 

With  thefe  tokens  and  figns  of  writing,  pen,  ink,  and  paper  was  delivered  to  them, 
which  they  would  not  take  at  our  hands,  but  being  laid  upon  the  fhore,  and  the  party 
gone  away,  they  took  up ;  which  likewife  they  do,  when  they  defire  any  thing  for 
change  of  theirs,  laying  for  that  which  is  left  fo  much  as  they  think  will  countervail  the 
fame,  and  not  coming  near  together.  It  feemeth  they  have  been  ufed  to  this  trade  or 
traffic  with  fome  other  people  adjoining  or  not  far  diftant  from  their  countr)% 

After  four  days,  fome  of  them  fliewed  themfelves  upon  the  firm  land,  but  not  where  they 
were  before.  Our  general  very  glad  thereof,  fuppofing  to  hear  of  our  men,  went  from 
the  ifland  with  the  boat  and  fufficient  company  with  him.  They  feemed  very  glad,  and 
allured  him  about  a  certain  point  of  the  land  ;  behind  which  they  might  perceive  a  com- 
pany of  the  crafty  villains  to  lie  lurking,  whom  our  general  would  not  deal  withal,  for 
that  he  knew  not  what  company  they  were,  and  fo  with  few  figns  difmiffed  them  and 
returned  to  his  company. 

Another  time,  as  our  faid  general  was  coafting  the  country  with  two  little  pinnaces, 
whereby  at  our  return  he  might  make  the  better  relation  thereof,  three  of  the  crafty 
villains,  with  a  white  fkin,  allured  us  to  them.  Once  again,  our  general,  for  that  he 
hoped  to  hear  of  his  men,  went  towards  them.  At  our  coming  near  the  ftiore,  where- 
upon they  were,  we  might  perceive  a  number  of  them  lie  hidden  behind  great  ftones, 
and  thofe  three  in  fight  labouring  by  all  means  poffible,  that  fome  would  come  on  land  ; 
and  perceiving  we  made  no  hafte  by  words  nor  friendly  figns,  which  they  ufed  by 
clapping  of  their  hands,  and  being  without  weapon,  and  but  three  in  fight,  they  fought 
further  means  to  provoke  us  thereunto.  One  alone  laid  flefti  on  the  fhore,  which  we  took 
up  with  the  boat-hook,  as  neceffary  viftuals  for  the  relieving  of  the  man,  woman,  and 
child,  whom  we  had  taken,  for  that  as  yet  they  could  not  digeft  our  meat ;  whereby 
they  perceived  themfelves  deceived  of  their  expectation,  for  all  their  crafty  allurements. 
Yet  once  again  to  make  (as  it  were)  a  full  fliow  of  their  crafty  natures,  and  fubtle 
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Heights,  to  the  intent  thereby  to  have  entrapped  and  taken  fome  of  our  men,  one  of 
ihem  counterfeited  himfelf  impotent  and  lame  of  his  legs,  who  feemed  to  defcend  to  the 
water-fide  with  great  difficulty,  and  to  cover  his  craft  the  more,  one  of  his  fellows 
came  down  with  him,  and  in  fuch  places  where  he  feemed  unable  to  pafs,  he  took  him 
on  his  fhoulders,  fet  him  by  the  water-fide,  and  departed  from  him,  leaving  him  (as  it 
Ihould  feem)  all  alone,  who  playing  his  counterfeit  pageant  very  well,  thought  thereby 
to  provoke  fome  of  us  to  come  on  fhore,  not  fearing  but  that  one  of  us  might  make  our 
party  good  \vith  a  lame  man. 

Our  general  having  compaffion  of  his  impotency,  thought  it  good  (if  it  were  poffible) 
to  cure  him  thereof ;  wherefore  he  caufed  a  foldier  to  flioot  at  him  with  his  caleever, 
which  grazed  before  his  face.  The  coimterfeit  villain  deliverly  fled,  without  any  im- 
pediment at  all,  and  got  him  to  his  bow  and  arrows,  and  the  reft  from  their  lurking 
Jioles,  with  their  weapons,  bows,  arrows,  flings,  and  darts.  Our  general  caufed  fome 
caleevers  te  be  Ihot  off  at  them,  whereby  fome  being  hurt,  they  might  hereafter  ftand 
in  more  fear  of  us. 

This  was  all  the  anfwer  for  this  time  we  could  have  of  our  men,  or  of  our  general's 
letter.  Their  crafty  dealing  at  thefe  three  feveral  times  being  thus  manifeft  unto  us, 
may  plainly  fliew  their  difpofition  in  other  things  to  be  correfpondent.  We  judged  that 
they  ufed  thefe  ftratagems,  thereby  to  have  caught  fome  of  us,  for  the  delivering  of 
the  man,  woman,  and  child,  whom  we  had  taken. 

They  are  men  of  a  large  corporature  and  of  a  good  proportion,  their  colour  is  not 
much  unlike  the  fun-burnt  countryman,  who  laboureth  daily  in  the  fun  for  his  hving. 
They  wear  their  hair  fomething  long,  and  cut  before  either  with  ftone  or  knife,  very 
diforderly.  Their  women  wear  their  hair  long,  and  knit  up  with  two  loops,  fliewdng 
forth  on  either  fide  of  their  faces,  and  the  reft  foltred  upon  a  knot.  Alfo  fome  of  their 
women  race  their  faces  proportionally,  as  chin,  cheeks,  and  forehead,  and  the  wrifts  of 
their  hands,  whereupon  they  lay  a  colour  which  continueth  dark  azurine. 

They  eat  their  meat  all  raw,  both  flefti,  fifli,  and  fowl,  or  fomething  parboiled, 
with  blood  and  a  little  water,  which  they  drink.  For  lack  of  water  they  will  eat  ice 
that  is  hard  frozen,  as  pleafantly  as  we  will  do  fugarcandy,  or  other  fugar. 

If  they  for  neceflity  fake  ftand  in  need  of  the  premifes,  fuch  grafs  as  the  country 
yieldeth  they  pluck  and  eat,  not  daintily,  or  faladwife,  to  lure  their  ftomachs  to 
appetite,  but  for  neceflity  fake,  without  either  fait,  oils,  or  wafliing,  like  brute  beafts 
devouring  the  fame ;  they  neither  ufe  table,  ftool,  or  table-cloth,  for  comelinefs  ;  but 
when  they  are  embrued  with  blood  knuckle  deep,  and  their  knives  in  like  fort,  they 
ufe  their  tongues,  as  apt  inftruments  to  lick  them  clean ;  in  doing  whereof  they  are 
aflured  to  lole  none  of  their  viftuals. 

They  frank  or  keep  certain  dogs  not  much  unlike  wolves,  which  they  yoke  together 
as  we  do  oxen  and  horfes,  to  a  fled  or  trail,  and  fo  carry  their  neceifaries  over  the  ice 
and  fnow  from  place  to  place,  as  the  captive  whom  we  have,  made  perfett  figns ;  and 
when  thofe  dogs  are  not  apt  for  the  ufe,  or  when  with  hunger  they  are  conftrained  for 
the  lack  of  other  viftuals,  they  eat  them,  fo  that  they  are  needful  for  them  in  refpeft 
of  their  bignefs,  as  our  oxen  are  for  us. 

They  apparel  themfelves  in  the  flcins  of  fuch  beafts  as  they  kill,  fewed  together  with 
the  finews  of  them.  All  the  fowl  which  they  kill,  they  fltin  and  make  thereof  one  kind 
of  garment  or  other,  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  cold. 

They  make  their  apparel  with  hoods  and  tails,  which  tails  they  give  when  they  think 
to  gratify  any  friendfliip  flicwed  unto  tliem  j  a  great  figu  of  friendfhip  with  them.  The 
men  have  them  not  lb  fide  as  the  women. 

The 
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The  men  and  women  wear  their  hofe  clofe  to  their  legs,  from  the  waifl  to  the  knee, 
without  any  open  before,  as  well  the  one  kind  as  the  other.  Upon  their  legs  they 
wear  hofe  of  leather,  with  the  fur  fide  inward,  two  or  three  pair  on  at  once,  and  efpecially 
the  women  ;  in  thofe  hofe  they  put  their  knives,  needles,  and  other  things  needful  to 
bear  about.  They  put  a  bone  within  their  hofe,  which  reacheth  from  the  foot  to  the 
knee,  whereupon  they  draw  their  faid  hofe,  and  fo  in  place  of  garters,  they  are  holden 
from  falling  down  about  their  feet. 

They  drefs  their  (kins  very  foft  and  fupple  with  the  hair  on  ;  in  cold  weather  or  winter 
they  wear  the  fur  fide  inward,  and  in  fummer  outward.  Other  apparel  they  have  none 
but  the  faid  Ikins. 

Thofe  beafts,  fifhes,  and  fowls  which  they  kill,  are  their  meat,  drink,  apparel, 
houfes,  bedding,  hofe,  Ihoes,  thread  and  fails  for  their  boats,  with  many  other 
necefl'aries  whereof  they  ftand  in  need,  and  almoft  all  their  riches. 

Their  houfes  are  tents,  made  of  feal  Ikins,  pitched  up  with  four  fir  qiiarters,  four- 
fquare,  meeting  at  the  top,  and  the  (kins  fewed  together  with  finews,  and  laid  thereupon  ; 
they  are  fo  pitched  up,  that  the  entrance  into  them  is  always  fouth  or  againft  the  fun. 

They  have  other  houfes  which  we  found  not  to  be  inhabited,  which  are  raifed  with 
ftones  and  \\halebones,  and  a  (kin  laid  over  them  to  withftand  the  rain  or  other  weather, 
the  entrance  of  them  being  not  much  unlike  an  oven's  mouth,  where  I  think  they 
refort  for  a  time  to  fifli,  hunt,  and  fowl,  and  fo  leave  them  until  the  next  time  they 
come  thither  again. 

The  weapons  are  bows,  arrows,  darts,  and  flings :  their  bows  are  of  wood  of  a  yard 
long,  finewed  at  the  back  with  ftrong  finews,  not  glued  to,  but  faft  girded  and  tied  on  j 
their  bou-flrings  are  likewife  finews;  their  arrows  are  three  pieces  nocked  with  bone, 
and  ended  with  bone,  with  two  ends,  and  the  wood  in  the  midft  ;  they  pafs  not  in 
length  half  a  yard,  or  little  i^iore  ;  they  are  feathered  with  two  feathers,  the  pen  end 
being  cut  away,  and  the  feathers  laid  upon  the  arrow,  virith  the  broad  fide  to  the  wood, 
infomuch  that  they  feem  when  they  are  tied  on,  to  have  four  feathers.  They  have  alfo 
three  forts  of  heads  to  thofe  arrows  ;  one  fort  of  ftone  or  iron,  proportioned  like  to 
a  heart  ;  the  fecond  fort  of  bone,  much  like  unto  a  ftopt  head,  with  a  hook  on  the 
fame ;  the  third  fort,  of  bone  likewife,  made  (harp  at  both  fides,  and  (harp  pointed. 
They  are  not  made  very  fall,  but  lightly  tied  to,  or  elfe  fet  in  a  nocke,  that  upon  fmall 
occafion  the  arrows  leave  thefe  heads  behind  them  ;  and  they  are  of  fmall  force,  except 
they  be  very  near  when  they  (hoot. 

Their  darts  are  made  of  two  forts ;  the  one  with  many  forks  of  bones  in  the  fore  end, 
and  likewife  in  the  midft ;  their  proportions  are  not  much  unlike  our  toafting  irons, 
only  longer,  but  thefe  they  cafl:  out  of  an  inftrument  of  wood  very  readily.  The  other 
fort  is  greater  than  the  firit  a'forefaid,  with  a  long  bone  made  (harp  on  both  fides,  not 
much  unlike  a  rapier,  which  I  take  to  be  their  mofl  hurtful  weapon. 

They  have  two  forts  of  boats  made  of  leather,  fet  out  on  the  inner  fide  with 
quarters  of  wood,  artificially  tied  together  with  thongs  of  the  fame  ;  the  greater  fort  are 
not  much  unlike  our  wherries,  wherein  16  or  20  men  may  fit;  they  have  for  a  fail, 
dreft  the  guts  of  fuch  beafts  as  they  kill  very  line  and  thin,  which  they  few  together  j 
the  other  boat  is  but  for  one  man  to  fit  and  row  in  with  one  oar. 

Their  order  of  fifhing,  hunting,  and  fowling,  are  with  thefe  faid  weapons ;  but  m 
what  fort,  or  how  they  ufe  them,  we  have  no  perfed  knowledge  as  yet. 

I  can  fuppofe  their  abode  or  habitation  not  to  be  here,  for  that  neither  their  houfes 
nor  apparel  are  of  fuch  force  to  withftand  the  extremity  of  cold  that  the  country  feemeth 
to  be  iafefted  withal  j  neither  do  I  fee  any  fign  likely  to  perform  the  fame. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  houfes,  or  rather  dens,  which  fland  there,  have  no  fign  of  footway,  or  any 
thing  elfe  trodden,  which  is  one  of  the  chiefeft  tokens  of  habitation  ;  and  thofe  tents 
which  they  bring  with  them,  when  they  have  fufficiently  hunted  and  fiflied,  they 
remove  to  other  places,  and  when  they  have  fufficiently  ftowed  them  of  fuch  victuals 
as  the  countrv  yieldeth  or  bringeth  forth,  tliey  return  to  their  winter  ftations  or  habita- 
tions. This  conjedture  do  I  make  for  the  infertility  which  I  conjedure  to  be  in  that 
country. 

They  have  fome  iron,  whereof  they  make  arrow  heads,  knives,  and  other  little  in- 
ftruments,  to  work  their  boats,  bows,  arrows,  and  darts  withal,  which  are  very  unapt 
to  do  any  thing  withal,  but  with  great  labour. 

It  fecmeth  that  they  have  converfation  with  fome  other  people,  of  whom  for 
exchange  they  fliould  receive  the  fame.  They  are  greatly  delighted  with  any  thing 
that  is  bright,  or  giveth  a  found. 

What  knowledge  they  have  of  God,  or  what  idol  they  adore,  we  have  no  perfect 
intelligence :  I  think  them  rather  Anthropophagi,  or  devourers  of  man's  flefh, 
than  otherwife  ;  for  that  there  is  no  flefli  or  fifh  which  they  find  dead,  (fmell  it  never 
fo  filthily),  but  they  will  eat  it,  as  they  find  it,  without  any  other  dreffuig.  A  loath- 
fome  thing,  either  to  the  beholders  or  hearers. 

There  is  no  manner  of  creeping  beaft  hurtful,  except  fome  fpiders,  (which  fome 
affirm  are  figns  of  great  ftore  of  gold),  and  alfo  certain  flinging  gnats,  which  bite  fo 
fiercely,  that  the  place  where  they  bite  fliorlly  afi:er  fwelleth  and  itcheth  very  fore. 

They  make  figns  of  certain  people  that  wear  bright  plates  of  gold  in  their  foreheads, 
and  other  places  of  their  bodies. 

The  countries  on  both  fides  the  {freights  lie  very  high,  with  rough  flony  mountains, 
and  great  quantity  of  fnow  thereon.  There  is  very  Httle  plain  ground,  and  no  grafs, 
except  a  little  which  is  much  like  unto  mofs  that  groweth  on  foft  ground,  fuch  as  we 
get  turfs  in.  There  is  no  wood  at  all.  To  be  brief,  there  is  nothing  fit  or  profitable 
for  the  ufe  of  man,  which  that  country  with  root  yieldeth  or  bringeth  forth  :  howbeit, 
there  is  great  quantity  of  deer,  whofe  Ikins  are  like  unto  affes  ;  their  heads  and  horns 
do  far  exceed,  as  well  in  length,  as  alfo  in  breadth,  any  in  thefe  our  parts  or  countries  ; 
their  feet  likewife  are  as  great  as  our  oxen's,  which  we  meafured  to  be  feven  or  eight 
inches  in  breadth.  There  are  alfo  hares,  wolves,  fifhing  bears  and  fea  fowl  of 
fundry  forts. 

As  the  country  is  barren  and  unfertile,  fo  are  they  rude  and  of  no  capacity  to  culture 
the  fame  to  any  perfeftion,  but  are  contented  by  their  hunting,  fiffiing,  and  fowling, 
with  raw  flefh  and  warm  blood,  to  fatisfy  their  greedy  paunches,  which  is  their  only 
glory. 

There  is  great  likelihood  of  earthquakes  or  thunder,  for  that  there  are  huge  and 
monflrous  mountains,  whofe  greateft  fubflance  are  ftones,  and  thofe  ftones  fo  fhaken 
with  extraordinary  means,  that  one  is  feparated  from  another,  which  is  difcordant  with 
all  other  quarries. 

I'here  are  no  rivers  or  running  fprings,  but  fuch  as  through  the  heat  of  the  fun,  with 
fuch  water  as  defcendeth  from  the  mountains  and  hills,  whereon  great  drifts  of  fnow  do 
lie,  are  ingendered. 

It  argueth  alfo  tliat  there  fliould  be  none  ;  for  that  the  earth,  which  with  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  winter  is  fo  frozen  within,  that  that  water  which  fhould  have  recourfe 
within  the  fame  to  maintain  fprings,  hath  not  its  motion,  whereof  great  waters  have 
their  original,  as  is  feen  otherwhere.     Such  vallies  as  are  capable  to  receive  the  water, 
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that  in  the  fummer  time  by  the  operation  of  the  fun  defcendeth  from  great  abundance 
of  fnow,  which  continually  iieth  on  the  mountains,  and  hath  no  pafTage,  fmkcth  into 
the  earth  and  fo  vanifheth  away,  without  any  runnell  above  the  earth,  by  which  occafion, 
or  continual  ftanding  of  the  faid  water,  the  earth  is  opened,  and  the  great  frofl  yieldeth 
to  the  force  thereof;  which  in  other  places,  four  or  five  fathoms  within  the  ground,  for 
lack  of  the  faid  moiflure,  the  earth  (even  in  the  very  fummer  time)  is  frozen,  and  fo 
combineth  the  (tones  together,  that  fcarcely  inftruments  with  great  force  can  unknit 
them. 

Alfo  where  the  water  in  thofe  vallies  can  have  no  fuch  paffage  away,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  time  in  fuch  order  as  is  before  rehearfed,  the  yearly  defcent  from  the 
mountains  filleth  them  full,  that  at  the  lowed  bank  of  the  fame  they  fall  into  the  valley, 
and  fo  continue  as  filhing-ponds  or  ftagnes  in  fummer  time  full  of  water,  and  in  the 
winter  hard  frozen,  as  by  ikarres  that  remain  thereof  in  fummer  may  eafily  be  per- 
ceived ;  fo  that  the  heat  of  fummer  is  nothing  comparable  or  of  force  to  diffolve  the 
extremity  of  cold  that  cometh  in  winter. 

Neverthelefs,  I  am  allured,  that  below  the  force  of  the  froft  within  the  earth,  the 
waters  have  recourfe,  and  empty  themfelves  out  of  fight  into  the  fea,  which  through 
the  extremity  of  the  froft  are  conftrained  to  do  the  fame ;  by  which  occafion  the  earth 
within  is  kept  the  warmer,  and  fprings  have  their  recourfe,  which  is  the  only  nutriment 
of  gold  and  minerals  within  the  fame. 

There  is  much  to  be  faid  of  the  commodities  of  thefe  countries,  which  are  couched 
within  the  bounds  of  the  earth ;  which  I  let  pafs  till  more  perfect  trial  be  made 
thereof. 

The  24th  of  Auguft,  after  we  had  fatisfied  our  minds  with  freight  fufficient  for  our 
veflels,  though  not  our  covetous  defires  with  fuch  knowledge  of  the  country,  people, 
and  other  commodities  as  are  before  rehearfed,  we  departed  therehence.  The  17th 
of  September  we  fell  in  with  the  land's-end  of  England,  and  fo  failed  to  Milford 
Haven,  from  whence  our  general  rode  to  the  court,  for  order  to  what  port  or  haven 
to  condu£t  the  fhip. 

We  lofl  our  two  barks  in  the  way  homewards,  the  one  the  29th  of  Auguft,  the 
other  the  3 1  ft  of  the  fame  month,  by  occafion  of  a  great  tempeft  and  fog  ;  howbeit  God 
reftored  the  one  to  Briftowe,  and  the  other  made  his  courfe  by  Scotland  to  Yarmouth. 
In  this  voyage  we  loft  two  men,  one  in  the  way  by  God's  vifitation,  and  the  other  home- 
ward, caft  overboard  with  a  furge  of  the  fea. 
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THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  VOYAGE  UNTO  META  INCOGNITA, 
MADE  BY  M.  MARTIN  FROBISHER  IN  THE  YEAR  1578. ; 
WRITTEN  BY  THOMAS  ELLIS. 

ri-^HESE  are  to  let  you  know,  that  upon  the  25th  of  May,  theThoraas  Allen  being  vice- 
X  admiral,  whofe  captain  was  M.  Yorke,  M.  Gibbs  mafter,  Chriftopher  Hall  pilot ; 
accompanied  with  the  rear-admiral  named  the  Hopewell,  whofe  captain  was  M.  Henry 
Carewe,  the  M.  Andrew  Dyer,  and  certain  other  (hips  came  to  Gravefend,  where  we 
anchored,  and  abode  the  coming  of  certain  of  our  fleet,  which  were  not  yet  come. 

The  27th  of  the  fame  month,  our  fleet  being  now  come  together,  and  all  things 
put  in  a  readinefs,  the  wind  favouring,  and  tide  ferving,  we  being  of  fails  in  number 
eight,  weighed  anchor  and  hoifted  our  fails  towards  Harwich  to  meet  with  our  admiral.and 
the  refidue,  which  then  and  there  abode  our  arrival,  where  we  fafely  arrived  the  28th 
thereof,  finding  there  our  admiral,  whom  we  with  the  difcharge  of  certain  pieces, 
fainted,  according  to  order  and  duty ;  and  were  welcomed  with  the  like  courtefy, 
which  being  finiflied  we  landed ;  where  our  general  continued  muftering  his  foldiers 
and  miners,  and  fetting  things  in  order  appertaining  to  the  voyage,  until  the  laft  of 
the  faid  month  of  May,  which  day  we  hoilled  our  fails,  and  committing  ourfelves  to  the 
conducting  of  Almighty  God,  we  fet  forward  toward  the  weft  country  in  fuch  lucky 
wife  and  good  fuccefs,  that  by  the  5th  of  June  we  pafled  the  Durfies,  being  the  utmoll 
part  of  Ireland  to  the  weftward. 

And  here  it  were  not  much  amifs,  nor  far  from  our  purpofe,  if  I  fhould  a  little  dif- 
courfe  and  fpeak  of  our  adventures  and  chances  by  the  way,  as  our  landing  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  alfo  the  meeting  certain  poor  men,  which  were  robbed  and  fpoiled  of  all 
that  they  had  by  pirates  and  robbers ;  amongft  whom  was  a  man  of  Briftow,  on  whom, 
our  general  ufed  his  liberality,  and  fent  him  away  with  letters  into  England. 

But  becaufe  fuch  things  are  impertinent  to  the  matter,  I  will  return  (without  any 
more  mentioning  of  the  fame)  to  that  from  the  which  I  have  digreffed  and  fwerved, 
1  mean  our  fhips  now  failing  on  the  furging  feas,  fometimes  pafllng  with  pleafure  with 
a  wiflied  eaftern  wind,  fometimes  hindered  of  our  courfe  again  by  theweftern  blafts,until 
the  20th  day  of  the  aforefaid  month  of  June,  on  which  day  in  the  morning  we  fell 
withFrizeland,which  is  a  very  high  and  cragged  land,  and  was  almoft  clean  covered  with 
fnow,  fo  that  we  might  fee  nought  but  craggy  rocks,  and  the  tops  of  high  and  huge 
hills,  fometimes  (and  for  the  moft  part)  all  covered  with  foggy  mifts.  There  might 
be  alfo  perceived  the  great  ifles  of  ice  lying  on  the  feas,  like  mountains,  fome  fmall 
and  fome  big,  of  fundry  kinds  of  ftiapes,  and  fuch  a  number  of  them,  that  we  could 
not  come  near  the  Ihore  for  them. 

Thus  failing  along  the  coaft,  at  the  lafl:  we  faw  a  place,  fomewhat  void  of  ice,  where 
our  general  (accompanied  with  certain  others)  went  afhore,  where  they  faw  certain  tents 
made  of  beafts  (kins,  and  boats  much  like  unto  theirs  of  Meta  Incognita.  The  tents 
were  furnifhed  with  flefli,fifli  ikins,  and  other  trifles;  amongft  the  which  was  found  a  box 
of  nails,  whereby  we  did  conjecture  that  they  had  either  artificers  amongft  them,  or  elfe 
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i.  traffic  with  fome  other  nation.  The  men  ran  away,  fo  that  we  could  have  no  con- 
ference or  coniniunicatioa  with  thcni.  Our  general  (becaufe  he  would  have  them  no 
more  to  flee,  but  rather  encouraged  to  flay,  through  his  courteous  dealing)  gave  com- 
mandment that  his  men  fliould  take  nothing  away  with  them,  faving  only  a  couple  of 
white  dogs;  for  which  he  left  pins,  points,  knives,  and  other  trifling  things,  and  de- 
parted without  taking  or  hurting  any  tiling,  and  fo  came  aboard,  and  hoifted  fail,  and 
palled  forwards. 

But  being  fcarce  out  of  the  fight  thereof,  there  fell  fuch  a  fog  and  hideous  mifl;, 
that  we  could  not  fee  one  another  ;  whereupon  we  ftruck  our  drums,  and  founded 
our  trumpets,  to  the  end  we  might  keep  together,  and  fo  continued  all  that  day  and 
night,  till  the  next  day  that  the  mift  broke  up,  fo  that  we  might  eafily  perceive  ail 
the  fliips  thus  failing  together  all  that  day  until  the  next  day,  being  the  22d  of  the 
fame  ;  on  which  day  we  faw  an  infinite  number  of  ice,  from  the  wliich  we  call  about, 
to  Ihun  the  danger  thereof. 

But  one  of  our  fmall  barks,  named  the  Michael,  whofe  captain  was  Mailer  Kinderflie, 
the  mafter  Bartholomew  Bull,  loft  our  company,  infomuch  that  we  could  not  obtain 
the  fight  of  her  many  days  after  ;  of  whom  I  mean  to  fpeak  further  anon,  when  occa- 
fion  fliall  be  miniftered,  and  opportunity  ferve.  Thus  we  continued  in  our  courfe  until 
the  2d  of  July,  on  which  day  we  fell  with  the  Queen's  Foreland,  where  we  faw  fo  much 
ice,  that  we  thought  it  impoffible  to  get  into  the  ftreights  ;  yet  at  the  laft  we  gave  the  ad- 
venture, and  entered  the  ice. 

Being  amongft  it,  we  faw  the  Michael,  of  whom  I  fpake  before,  accompanied  with  the 
Judith,  whofe  captain  was  Mafter  Fenton,  the  mafter  Charles  Jackman,  bearing  into 
the  aforefaid  ice,  far  diftant  from  us,  who  in  a  ftorm  that  fell  that  prefent  night, 
(whereof  I  will  at  large,  God  willing,  difcourfe  hereafter,)  were  fevered  from  us,  and 
being  in,  wandered  up  and  down  the  ftreights  amongft  the  ice,  many  days  in  great 
peril  ;  till  at  the  laft  (by  the  Providence  of  God)  they  came  fafcly  to  harbour  in  their 
wifiied  port,  in  the  Countefs  of  Wai-wick's  Sound,  the  20th  of  July  aforefaid,  tea 
days  before  any  of  the  other  Ihips.  Who  going  on  fliore,  found  where  the  people 
of  the  country  had  been,  and  had  hid  their  provifion  in  great  heaps  of  ftones, 
being  both  of  flelli  and  fifli,  which  they  had  killed :  whereof  we  alfo  found  great 
ftore  in  other  places  after  our  arrival.  They  found  alfo  divers  engines,  as  bows, 
flings  and  darts.  They  found  likewife  certain  pieces  of  the  pinnace,  which  our 
general  left  there  the  year  before,  which  pinnace  he  had  funk,  minding  to  have  it 
again  the  next  year. 

Now  feeing  I  have  entreated  fo  much  of  the  Judith  and  the  Michael,  I  will  return 
to  the  reft  of  the  other  Ihips,  and  will  fpeak  a  little  of  the  ftorm  that  fell,  with  the 
milhaps  that  we  had,  the  night  that  v.-e  put  into  the  ice ;  whereof  I  made  mention 
before. 

At  the  firft  entering  into  the  ice  at  the  mouth  of  the  ftreights,  our  paflage  was  very 
narrow  and  difficult ;  but  being  once  got  in,  we  had  a  fair  open  place  without  any  ice 
for  the  moft  part,  being  a  league,  the  ice  being  round  about  us  and  inclofing  us,  as  it 
were,  within  the  pales  of  a  park,  hi  which  place,  becaufe  it  was  almoft  night,  we 
minded  to  take  in  our  fails,  and  lie  a  hull  all  that  night.  But  the  ftorm  fo  increafed, 
and  the  waves  began  to  mount  aloft,  which  brought  the  ice  fo  near  us,  and  coming  on 
fo  faft  upon  us,  that  we  were  fain  to  bear  in  and  out,  where  we  m.ight  efpie  an 
open  place.  Thus,  the  ice  coming  on  us  fo  faft,  we  were  in  great  danger,  looking  every 
hour  for  death.     And  thus  paifed  we  on  in  that  great  danger,  feeing  both  oiirfelves 
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and  the  reft  of  our  fhips  fo  troubled  and  tolled  amongfl:  the  ice,  that  it  would  make  the 
ftrongeft  heart  to  relent. 

At  the  laft  the  bark  Dionyfe,  being  but  a  weak  fhip,  and  bruifed  afore  amongfl  the 
ice,  being  fo  leaky  that  no  longer  Ihe  could  tarry  above  the  water,  funk  without  fay- 
ing any  of  the  goods  which  were 'within  her  ;  which  fight  fo  abafhed  the  whole  fleet, 
that  we  thought  verily  that  we  fhould  have  tafted  of  the  fame  fauce.  But  neverthelefs, 
we  feeing  them  in  fuch^reat  danger,  manned  our  boats  and  faved  all  the  men  in  fuch 
wife,  that  not  one  periflied,  God  be  thanked. 

The  ftorm  flill  increafed,  and  the  ice  inclofed  us,  fo  that  we  were  fain  to  take  down 
top  and  top-ma  fts ;  for  the  ice  had  fo  environed  us,  that  we  could  fee  neither  land  nor 
fea,  as  far  as  we  could  ken  ;  fo  that  we  were  fain  to  cut  our  cables  to  hang  over-board 
for  fenders,  fomewhat  to  eafe  the  fliip's  fides  from  the  great  and  dreary  ftrokes  of 
the  ice  ;  fome  with  capftan  bars,  fome  fending  off  with  oars,  fome  with  planks 
of  two  inches  thick,  which  were  broken  immediately  with  the  force  of  the  ice  j. 
fome  going  out  upon  the  ice  to  bear  it  off  with  their  fhoulders  from  the  fliips. 
But  the  rigoroufnefs  of  the  tempeft  was  fuch,  and  the  force  of  the  ice  fo  great, 
that  not  only  they  burfl;  and  fpoiled  the  aforefaid  provifion,  but  likewife  fo  raifed 
the  fides  of  the  Ihips,  that  it  was  pitiful  to  behold,  and  caufed  the  hearts  of  many 
to  faint. 

Thus  we  continued  all  that  difmal  and  lamentable  night  plunged  in  this  perplexity, 
looking  for  inftant  death  ;  but  our  God  (who  never  leaveth  them  deftitute  which 
faithfully  call  upon  him,  although  he  often  puniflieth  for  amendment  fake),  in  the 
morning  caufed  the  wind  to  ceafe,  and  the  fog,  which  all  that  night  lay  on  the  face 
of  the  water,  to  clear ;  fo  that  we  might  perceive  about  a  mile  from  us,  a  certain 
place  clear  from  any  ice,  to  the  which  with  an  eafy  breath  of  wind,  which  our  God 
fent  us,  we  bent  ourfelves.  And  furthermore,  he  provided  better  lor  us  than  we  de- 
ferved  or  hoped  for  ;  for  when  we  were  in  the  aforefaid  clear  place,  he  fent  us  a  frefli 
gal'e  at  weft,  or  at  W.  S.  W.  which  fet  us  clear  without  all  the  ice.  And  further 
he  added  more,  for  he  fent  us  fo  pleafant  a  day,  as  the  like  we  had  not  of  a  long  time 
before,  as  after  punifhment  confolation. 

Thus  we  joyful  wights  being  at  liberty,  took  in  all  our  fails  and  lay  a  hull,  praying 
God  for  our  deliverance,  and  ftayed  to  gather  together  our  fleet  ;  which  once  being 
done,  we  feeing  that  none  of  them  had  any  great  hurt,  neither  any  of  them  wanted, 
faving  only  they  of  whom  I  fpake  before,  and  the  ftiip  which  was  loft  ;  then  at  the  laft 
we  hoifted  our  fails,  and  lay  beating  off  and  on,  till  fuch  time  as  it  would  plcafe  God  to 
take  away  the  ice  that  we  might  get  into  the  ftreights. 

And  as  we  thus  lay  off  and  on,  we  came  by  a  marvellous  huge  mountain  of  ice, 
which  furpaffed  all  the  reft  that  ever  we  faw ;  for  we  judged  it  to  be  near  four-fcore 
fathoms  above  water,  and  we  thought  it  to  be  aground  for  any  thing  that  we  could 
perceive,  being  there  ninefcore  fathoms  deep,  and  of  compafs  about  half  a  mile. 

Alfo  the  5th  of  July  there  fell  a  hideous  fog  and  mift,  that  continued  till  the  19th 
of  the  fame  ;  fo  that  one  fliip  could  not  fee  another.  Therefore  we  were  lain  to  bear 
a  fmall  fail,  and  to  obferve  the  time ;  but  there  run  fuch  a  current  of  a  tide,  that  it 
fet  us  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  Queen's  Foreland,  the  backfide  of  all  the  ftreights ;  where 
(through  the  contagious  fog,  having  no  fight  either  of  fun  or  ftar)  we  fcarce  kne\v 
where  we  were.  In  this  fog  the  loth  of  July,  we  loft  the  company  of  the  vice-admiral, 
the  Anne  Francis,  the  Buffe  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  Francis  of  Foy. 

The  i6lh  day,  one  of  our  finali  barks,  named  the  Gabriel,  was  font  by  our  general 
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to  bear  in  with  the  land  to  defcry  it ;  where  being  on  land,  they  met  with  the  people 
of  the  country,  wliich  fcemcd  very  humane  and  civil,  and  offered  to  traiTic  with  our 
men,  proffering  them  fowls  and  fkins  for  knives  and  other  trifles,  whofe  courtefy  caufed 
us  to  think  that  they  had  fmall  converfation  with  other  of  the  {freights. 

Then  we  bare  back  again  to  go  with  the  Queen's  Foreland,  and  the  1 8th  day  we 
came  by  two  iilands  whereon  we  went  on  fliore,  and  found  where  the  people  had  been; 
but  we  iaw  none  of  them.  This  day  we  were  again  in  the  ice,  and  like  to  be  in  as 
great  peril  ab'  w-e  were  at  firft ;  for  through  the  darknefs  and  obfcurity  of  the  foggy 
mift,  we  were  almoft  run  on  rocks  and  iflands  before  we  faw  them.  But  God  (even 
miraculoufly)  provided  for  us,  opening  the  fogs  that  we  might  fee  clearly,  both  where 
and  in  what  danger  we  prefently  were,  and  alfo  the  way  to  efcape  ;  or  elfe  without  fail 
we  had  ruinoully  run  upon  the  rocks. 

When  we  knew  perfeftly  our  inftant  cafe  wc  caft  about  to  get  again  on  fea-board ; 
which,  God  be  thanked,  by  night  we  obtained,  and  praifed  God.  The  clear  continued 
fcarce  an  hour,  but  the  fog  fell  again  as  thick  as  ever  it  was. 

Then  the  Rear-admiral  and  the  Bear  got  themfelves  clear  without  danger  of  ice  and 
rocks,  flruck  their  fails  and  lay  a  hull,  ftaying  to  have  the  reft  of  the  fleet  come  forth, 
which  as  yet  had  not  found  the  right  way  to  clear  themfelves  from  the  danger  of 
rocks  and  ice,  until  the  next  morning,  at  what  time  the  Admiral  difcharged  certain 
warning  pieces  to  give  notice  that  flie  had  efcaped,  and  that  the  rell  (by  following  her) 
might  fet  themfelves  free,  which  they  did  that  day. 

Then  having  gathered  ourfelves  together,  we  proceeded  on  our  purpofed  voyage, 
bearing  off  and  keeping  ourfelves  diftant  from  the  coafl  till  the  19th  day  of  July  ;  at 
which  time  the  fogs  brake  up  and  difperfed,  fo  that  we  might  plainly  and  clearly 
behold  the  pleafant  air,  which  fo  long  had  been  taken  from  us,  by  the  obfcurity  of  the 
foggy  milf  s  ;  and  after  that  time  we  were  not  much  encumbered  therewith,  until  we  had 
Jeft  the  confines  of  the  country. 

Then  we  efpying  a  fair  found,  fuppofed  it  to  go  into  the  ftreights  between  theQueen's 
Foreland  and  Jackman's  Sound,  which  proved  as  we  imagined,  for  our  general  fent 
forth  the  Gabriel  to  difcover  it,  who  pafl'ed  through  with  much  difliculty,  for  there 
ran  fuch  an  extreme  current  of  a  tide,  with  fuch  a  horrible  gulph,  that  with  a  frefh 
gale  of  wind  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  flem  it ;  yet  at  the  length  with  great  travail 
they  paffed  it,  and  came  to  the  {freights,  where  they  met  with  the  Thomas  Allen,  the 
Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  and  the  Bufle  of  Bridgewater ;  who  altogether  ventured  to  bear 
into  the  ice  again,  to  fee  if  they  could  obtain  their  wifhed  port.  But  they  were  fo 
encumbered  that  with  much  difficulty  they  were  able  to  get  out  again,  yet  at  the  lafl 
they  elcaping,  the  Thomas  Allen  and  the  Gabriel  bare  in  with  the  weflern  fliore, 
where  they  found  harbour,  and  there  moored  their  fliips  until  the  4th  of  Augu{l,  at 
which  time  they  came  to  us  in  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound.  The  Thomas  of 
Ipfwich  caught  a  great  leak,  which  caufed  her  to  call  again  to  fea-board,  and  fo  was 
mended. 

We  failed  along  ftill  by  the  coafl,  until  we  came  to  the  Queen's  Foreland,  at  the 
point  whereof  we  met  with  part  of  the  gulph  aforefaid,  which  place  or  gulph  (as  fome 
of  our  mailers  do  credibly  report)  doth  flow  nine  hours,  and  ebbs  but  three.  At  that 
point  we  difcovered  certain  lands  fouthward,  which  neither  time  nor  opportunity 
would  ferve  to  fearch.  Then  being  come  to  the  mouth  of  the  {freights  we  met  with 
the  Anne  Francis,  who  had  lain  bulting  up  and  down  ever  fince  her  departure  alone, 
never  finding  any  of  her  company.     We  met  then  alfo  the  Francis  of  Foy,  with  w  honv 
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again  we  intended  to  venture  and  get  in,  but  the  ice  was  yet  fo  thick,  that  we  were  com- 
pelled again  to  retire,  and  get  us  on  fea-board. 

There  fell  alfo  the  fame  day,  being  the  26th  of  July,  fuch  an  horrible  fnow,  that  it  lay 
a  foot  thick  upon  the  hatches,  which  froze  as  it  fell. 

We  had  alfo  at  other  times  divers  cruel  flornis,  both  of  Ihow  and  haii,  which  inani- 
fcftly  declared  the  diflemperature  of  the  country.  Yet  for  all  that  we  were  fo  many 
times  repulfed  and  put  back  from  our  purpofe,  knowing  that  lingering  delay  was  not 
profitable  for  us,  but  hurtful  to  our  voyage,  we  mutually  confented  to  our  f  aliant  gene- 
ral once  again,  to  give  the  onfet. 

The  28th  therefore  of  the  faid  July  we  effayed,  and  with  little  trouble  (God  be 
praifed)  we  pafled  the  dangers  by  day-light.  Then  night  falling  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  we  hulled  in  the  clear,  till  the  cheerful  light  of  the  day  had  chafed  away  the 
noifome  darknefs  of  the  night ;  at  which  time  we  fet  forward  toward  our  willied  port : 
by  the  30th  -day  we  obtained  our  expefted  defire,  where  we  found  the  Judith  and  the 
Michael ;  which  brought  no  fmall  joy  unto  the  general,  and  great  confolation  to  the 
heavy  hearts  of  th.ofe  wearied  wights. 

The  30th  day  of  July  we  brought  our  fhips  into  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound, 
and  moored  them  ;  namely,  thefe  fhips,  the  Admiral,  the  Rear-admiral,  the  Francis  of 
Foy,  the  Bear,  Armenel,  the  Salomon,  and  the  Bufie  of  Bridgewatcr  ;  which  being  done, 
our  general  commanded  us  all  to  come  afliore,  upon  the  Countefs's  Ifland,  where  he  fet 
his  miners  to  work  upon  the  mine,  giving  charge  with  expedition  to  difpatch  with 
their  lading. 

Our  general  himfelf,  accompanied  with  his  gentlemen,  divers  times  made  roads 
into  fundry  parts  of  the  country,  as  well  to  find  new  mines,  as  a!fo  to  find  out  and  fee 
the  people  of  the  country.  He  found  out  one  mine  upon  an  iiland  by  Bear's  Sound, 
and  named  it  the  Countefs  of  SufTex  Ifland.  One  other  was  found  in  Winter's  For- 
nace,  with  divers  others,  to  which  the  fliips  were  fent  funderly  to  be  laden.  In  the  fame 
roads  he  met  witli  divers  of  the  people  of  the  country  at  fundry  times,  as  once  at  a  place 
called  David's  Sound  ;  who  fhot  at  our  men,  and  very  defperately  gave  them  the  on- 
fet, being  not  above  three  or  four  in  number,  there  being  of  our  countr\'men  above 
a  dozen ;  but  feeing  themfelves  not  able  to  prevail,  they  took  themfelves  to  flight ; 
whom  our  men  purfued,  but  being  not  ufed  to  fuch  craggy  clifl's,  they  foon  loft  the  fight 
of  them,  and  fo  in  vain  returned. 

We  alfo  faw  of  them  at  Bear's  Sound,  both  by  fea  and  land  in  great  companies  ;  but 
they  would  at  all  times  keep  the  water  between  them  and  us.  And  if  any  of  our  fhips 
chanced  to  be  in  the  Sound,  (as  they  came  divers  times  becaufe  the  harbour  was  not 
very  good,)  the  fl:ip  laded  and  departed  again  ;'  then  fo  long  as  any  fliipswere  in  fight,  the 
people  would  not  be  ieen.  But  when  as  they  perceived  the  fliips  to  be  gone,  they  would 
not  only  fhew  themfelves  ftanding  upon  high  clifl's,  and  call  us  to  come  over  unto  them, 
but  alfo  would  come  in  their  boats  very  near  to  us,  as  it  were  to  brag  at  us  ;  whereof 
our  general  having  advertifement,  fent  for  the  captains  and  gentlemen  of  the  fliips,  to 
accompany  and  attend  upon  him,  with  the  captain  alfo  of  the  Anne  Francis,  who  was 
but  the  -night  before  come  unto  us ;  for  they  and  the  Fleebote  having  loft  us  the 
26th  day  in  the  great  fnow,  put  into  an  harbour  in  the  Queen's  Foreland,  where  they 
found  good  ore,  wherewith  they  laded  themfelves,  and  came  to  feek  the  general ;  fo 
that  now  we  nad  all  our  fhips,  faving  one  bark  which  was  lofl,  and  the  Thomas  of 
Ipfwich,  who  (compelled  by  what  fury  1  know  not)  forfook  our  company^  and  returned 
Jionio  without  lading. 

Our 
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Our  general,  accompanied  wth  his  gentlemen  Ccf  v.hom  I  fpake),  came  all  together 
to  the  Countefs  of  Suflex  Illauu,  ne;ir  to  Be^r  Sound,  where  he  manned  out  certain 
pinnaces,  and  went  over  to  the  people,  who  perceiving  his  arrival,  fled  away  with  all 
J'peed,  aad  in  hafte  left  certain  darts,  and  other  engines  behind  them,  which  we  found  j 
but  the  people  we  could  not  find. 

The  next  morning,  our  general  perceiving  certain  of  them  in  boats  upon  the  fea, 
gave  chafe  to  them  in  a  pinnace  under  fail,  with  a  frefh  gale  of  wind,  but  could  by 
no  means  come  near  unto  them  ;  for  the  longer  he  failed,  the  farther  off  he  was  from 
them,  which  well  fhewed  their  cunning  and  adivity.  Thus,  time  wearing  away,  and 
the  day  of  our  departure  approaching,  our  general  commanded  us  to  lade  with  all  expe- 
dition, that  we  migiit  be  again  on  fea-board  with  our  fhips  ;  for  whilfl  we  were  in  the 
comitry,  we  were  in  continual  danger  of  freezing  in  :  for  often  fnow  and  hail  often 
falling,  the  v/ater  was  fo  much  frozen  and  congealed  in  the  night,  that  in  the  morning 
we  could  fcarce  row  our  boats  or  pinnaces,  efpecially  in  Dier's  Sound,  which  is  a  calm 
and  ftill  water  ;  which  caufed  our  general  to  make  the  more  hafte,  fo  that  by  the  30th 
day  of  Auguft  we  were  all  laden  and  made  all  things  ready  to  depart. 

But  before  I  proceed  any  further  herein,  to  ihew  what  fortune  befell  our  departure, 
I  will  turn  my  pen  a  little  to  M.  Captain  Fenton,  and  thofe  gentlemen,  which  fhould 
have  inhabited  all  the  year  in  thofe  countries,  whofe  valiant  minds  were  much  to  be 
commended  ;  for  doubtlefs  they  had  done  as  they  intended,  if  luck  had  not  withftood 
their  willingnefs. 

For  the  bark  Dionyfe,  which  was  loft,  had  in  her  much  of  their  lioufe  which  was 
prepared  and  ftiould  have  been  builded  for  them,  with  many  other  implements.  Alfo 
the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  which  had  moft  of  their  provifion  in  her,  came  not  into  the 
ftreights  at  all,  neither  did  we  fee  her  fince  the  day  vi^e  were  feparated  in  the  great 
fnow,  of  which  I  fpake  before.  For  thefe  caufes,  having  not  their  houfe  nor  yet  pro- 
vifion, they  were  difappointed  of  their  pretence  to  tarry,  and  therefore  laded  their  fliips, 
and  fo  came  away  with  us. 

But  before  we  took  fiiipping,  we  builded  a  little  houfe  in  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's 
Ifland,  and  garniftied  it  with  many  kind  of  trifles,  as  pins,  points,  laces,  glafles,  combs, 
babes  on  horfeback  and  on  foot,  with  innumerable  other  fuch  fancies  and  toys ;  thereby 
to  allure  and  entice  the  people  tofome  familiarity  againft  other  years. 

Thus  having  fiuiflied  all  things,  we  departed  the  country,  as  I  faid  before ;  but 
becaufe  the  Bufte  had  not  lading  enough  in  her,  ftie  put  into  Bear's  Sound,  to  take  in  a 
little  more.  In  tiie  meanwhile  the  Admiral,  and  the  reft  without  at  fea  ftayed  for  her. 
And  that  night  fell  fuch  an  outrageous  tempeft,  beating  on  our  fhips  with  fuch  vehement 
rigour,  that  anchor  and  cable  availed  nought ;  for  we  were  driven  on  rocks  and  iflands 
of  ice,  infomacii  that  (had  not  the  grest  goodnefs  of  God  been  miraculoufly  ihewed  to 
us)  we  had  been  call  away  every  man.  This  danger  was  more  doubtful  and  terrible 
than  any  that  preceded  or  went  before,  for  there  was  not  any  one  fliip(l  think) that  efcapcd 
without  damage.  Some  loft  anchor  and  alfo  cables,  fomc  boats,  fome  pinnaces,  fome 
anchor,  cable,  boats,  and  pinnaces. 

This  boifterous  ftorm  fo  fevered  us  one  from  another,  that  one  ftiip  knew  not  what 
was  become  of  another.  The  Admiral  knev/  not  where  to  find  the  Vice-admiral  or  Rear- 
admiral,  or  any  other  Ihip  of  our  company.  Our  general  being  on  land  in  Bear's- 
Sound,  could  not  come  to  his  ftiip,  but  was  compelled  to  go  aboard  the  Gabriel,  where 
he  continued  all  the  way  homeward  (which  was  God's  favour  towards  us),  will  we, 
ixill  we,  in  fuch  hafte,  as  not  any  one  of  us  were  able  to  keep  in  company  \\ith  other, 

but 
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but  were  feparated.  And  if  by  chance  any  one  {hip  did  overtake  other,  by  fwiftnefs 
of  fail,  or  met,  as  they  often  did,  yet  was  the  rigour  of  the  wind  fo  hideous,  that  they 
could  not  continue  company  together  the  fpace  of  one  whole  night. 

Thus  our  journey  outward  was  not  fo  pleafant,  but  our  coming  thither,  entering  the 
coafts  and  country,  by  narrow  ftreights,  perilous  ice,  and  fwift  tides,  our  times  of  abode 
there  in  fnow  and  ftorms,  and  our  departure  from  thence  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft,  with 
dangerous  bluftering  winds  and  tempefts,  which  that  night  arofe,  was  as  uncomfortable ; 
Separating  us  fo  as  we  failed,  that  not  any  of  us  met  together  vmtil  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, which  day  we  fell  on  the  Englilh  coafts,  between  Scilly  and  the  Land's-end, 
and  pafled  the  charmel,  until  our  arrival  in  the  river  of  Thames. 


The  Report  of  Thomas  fViars,  Paffciigcr  in  the  Emanuel,  othcrin'ifc  called  the  Bujfe  of 
Bridgeivater,  ivherein  James  Leech  was  Majler,  one  of  the  Ships  in  the  lajl  Voyage  of 
MafierMartin  Frobijher,  1578,  concerning  the  Df co-very  of  a  great  IJland  in  their  Way 
homeward,  the  \2th  of  September. 

THE  Buffe  of  Bridgewater  was  left  in  Bear's  Sound  at  Meta  Incognita,  the  2d 
day  of  September,  behind  the  fleet  in  fome  diflirefs,  through  much  wind,  riding 
near  the  lee-fhore,  and  forced  there  to  ride  it  out  upon  the  hazard  of  her  cables  and 
anchors,   which  were  all  a-ground  but  two.     The  3d  of  September  being  fair  weather, 
and  the  wind  N.  N.  W.  fhe  fet  fail  and   departed   thence,   and  fell  with  Frizeland  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  at  fix  of  the  clock  at  night,  and  then  they  fet  off  from  the  S.W. 
point  of  Frizeland,  the   wind  being  at   eaft  and  E.  S.  E.  but  that  night  the  wind 
veered  foutherly,  and  fliifted  oftentimes  that  night;  but  on  the  loth  day  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  wind  at  W.  N.  W.  fair  weather,  they  fteered  S.  E.  by  S.  and  continued  that 
courfe',  until  the  1 2th  day  of  September,  when  about  eleven  of  the  clock  before  noon, 
they  defcried  a  land  which  was  from  them  about  five  leagues,  and  the  fouthermoft  part 
of  it  was  S.  E.  by  E.  from  them,   and  the  northermoft  next  N.  N.  E.  or  N.  E.     The 
mafter  accounted  that  the  S.  E.  point  of  Frizeland  was  from  him  at  that  inftant,  when 
he  firft  defcried  this  new  ifland   N.  W.  by  N.  50  leagues.     They  account  this  ifland 
to  be  25  leagues  long,  and  the  longefl  way  of  it  S.  E.  and  N.  W.     The  fouthern  part 
of  it  is  in  the  latitude  of  57    degrees   and  one  fecond   part,  or  thereabout.     They 
continued  in  fight  of  it  from  the  1 2th  day  at  eleven  of  the  clock,  till  the  1 3th   day  at 
three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  left  it,  and  the  laft  part  they  faw  of  it,  bare 
from  them  N.  W.  by  N.     There  appeared  two  harbours  upon  that  coaft  ;  the  greatefl 
of   them  feven  leagues  to  the  northwards   of  the  fouthermoft  point,  the  'other  but 
four  leagues.     There  was  very  much    ice  near  the  fame  land,  and  alfo    20    or  30 
leagues  from  it,  for  they  were  not   clear  of  ice  till  the  15  th  day  of  September  after- 
noon.    They  plied  their  voyage   homewards,  and  fell  with  the  weft  part  of  Ireland 
about  Galway,  and  had  firfl  fight  of  it  on  the  25th  day  of  September. 


CAPTAIN 
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[another  account*.] 

OITR  general,  Captain  Frobifher,  being  thoroughly  furniflied  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  fphere,  and  all  other  Ikills  appertaining  to  the  art  of  navigation,  as  alfo  of 
the  confirmation  he  hath  of  the  fame  by  many  years  experience  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  being  perfuaded  of  a  new  and  nearer  paiTage  to  Cataya  than  by  Capo  de  Buona 
Speran9a,  which  the  Portugals  yearly  ufe  ;  he  began  firft  with  himfelf  to  devife,  and 
then  with  his  friends  to  confer,  and  laid  a  plain  plot  unto  them,  that  that  voyage  was 
not  only  poffible  by  the  N.  W.,  but  alfo  he  could  prove,  eafy  to  be  performed.  And 
further  he  determined  and  refolvcd  with  himfelf,  to  go  make  full  proof  thereof,  and 
to  accomplifli  or  bring  true  certificate  of  the  truth,  or  elfe  never  to  return  again  j 
knowing  this  to  be  the  only  thing  of  the  world  that  was  left  yet  undone,  whereby  a 
notable  mind  might  be  made  famous  and  fortunate.  But  although  his  will  were  great 
to  perform  this  notable  voyage,-  whereof  he  had  conceived  in  his  mind  a  great  hope, 
by  fundry  fure  reafons  and  fecret  intelligence,  which  here  for  fundry  caufes  I  leave 
untouched,  yet  he  wanted  altogether  means  and  ability  to  fet  forward  and  perform 
the  fame.  Long  time  he  conferred  with  his  private  friends  of  thefe  fecrets,  and  made 
alfo  many  offers  for  the  performing  of  the  fame  in  effeft  unto  fundry  merchants  of  our 
country,  above  fifteen  years  before  he  attempted  the  fame,  as  by  good  witnefs  fliall  well 
appear,  (albeit  fome  evil  willers  which  challenge  to  themfelves  the  fruit  of  other  men's 
labours,  have  greatly  injured  him,  in  the  report  of  the  fame,  faying  that  they  have  beea 
the  firA.  authors  of  that  adion,  and  that  they  have  learned  him  the  way,  w  hich  them- 
felves as  yet  have  never  gone)  ;  but  perceiving  that  hardly  he  was  hearkened  unto  of 
the  merchants,  which  never  regard  virtue  without  fure,  certain,  and  prefent  gains,  he 
repaired  to  the  court  (from  whence,  as  from  the  fountain  of  our  common  wealth,  all 
good  caufes  have  their  chief  increafe  and  maintenance),  and  there  laid  open  to  many 
great  eftates  and  learned  men  the  plot  and  fum  of  his  device.  And  amongfl  many 
honourable  minds  which  favoured  his  honeft  and  commendable  enterprife,  he  was 
fpecially  bound  and  beholden  to  the  Right  Honourable  Ambrofe  Dudley  Earl  of 
Warwick,  whofe  favourable  mind  and  good  difpofition  hath  always  been  ready  to 
countenance  and  advance  all  honefl  aclions  with  the  authors  and  execuiers  of  the  fame;, 
and  fo  by  means  of  my  lord's  honourable  countenance  he  received  fome  comfort  of 
his  caufe,  and  by  little  and  little,  with  no  fmall  expence  and  pain,  brought  his  caufe 
to  fome  perfedion,  and  had  drawn  together  fo  many  adventurers,  and  fuch  funis  of 
money  as  might  well  defray  a  reafonable  charge  tofurnifli  himfelf  to  fea  withal. 

He  prepared  two  fmall  barks  of  twenty  and  five  and  twenty  tons  a  piece,  wherein  he 
intended  to  accomplilh  his  pretended  voyage.  Wherefore,  being  furnifhed  with  the 
forefaid  two  barks,  and  one  fmall  pinnace  of  ten  tons  burthen,  having  therein  viftuals 
and  other  necefiaries  for  twelve  months  provifion,  he  departed  upon  the  faid  voyage 
from  Blackwall  the  15th  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1576. 

One  of  the  barks  wherein  he  went  was  named  the  Gabriel,  and  the  other  the 
Michael ;  and  failing  N.  W.  from  England,  upon  the  nth  of  July  he  had  fight  of  an 
high  and  ragged  land,  which  he  judged  to  be  Frizeland  (whereof  fome  authors  have 
made  mention),  but  durfl  not  approach  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  the  great  ftore  of  ice 
that  lay  along  the  coaft,  and  the  great  milts  that  troubled  them  not  a  little.     Not  far 
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from  thence  he  loft  company  of  his  fmall  pinnace,  which  by  means  of  the  great  flonn 
he  fuppofed  to  be  fwallowed  up  of  the  fea,  wherein  he  lofl:  only  four  men. 

Alfo  the  other  bark  named  the  Michael,  miftrufting  the  matter',  conveyed  themfelves 
privily  away  from  him,  and  returned  home  with  great  report  that  he  was  cafl  away. 

The  worthy  captain,  notwithftanding  thefe  difcomforts,  although  his  maft  was 
fprung,  and  his  topmaft  blown  overboard  with  exti-eme  foul  weather,  continued  his 
courfe  towards  the  N.W.,  knowing  that  the  fea  at  length  muft  needs  have  an  ending, 
and  that  fome  land  (hould  have  a  beginning  that  way  ;  and  determined  therefore  at 
the  leafl  to  bring  true  proof  what  land  and  fea  the  fame  might  be  fo  far  to  the  north- 
weltwards,  beyond  any  man  that  hath  heretofore  difcovered.  And  the  20th  of  July  he  had 
light  of  an  high  land,  which  he  called  Queen  Elizabeth's  Foreland  ;  after  her  Majefty's 
name.  And  failing  more  northerly  along  that  coaft,  he  defcried  another  foreland, 
with  a  great  gut,  bay,  or  paflage,  dividing  as  it  were  two  main  lands  or  continents 
afunder.  There  he  met  with  {tore  of  exceeding  great  ice  all  along  this  coaft,  and 
coveting  ftill  to  continue  his  courfe  to  the  northwards,  was  always  by  contrary  winds 
detained  overthwart  thefe  ftraights,  and  could  not  get  beyond.  Within  few  days  after, 
he  perceived  the  ice  to  be  well  confumed  and  gone,  either  there  ingulphed  in  by  fonie 
fwift  currents  or  indrafts,  carried  more  to  the  fouthwards  of  the  fame  flreights,  or  elfe 
conveyed  fome  other  way  ;  wherefore  he  determined  to  make  proof  of  this  place,  to  fee 
how  far  that  gut  had  continuance,  and  whether  he  might  carry  Iiimfelf  through  the 
fame  into  fome  open  fea  on  the  backfide,  whereof  he  conceived  no  fmall  hope,  and  fo 
entered  the  fame  the  21ft  day  of  July,  and  paiTed  above  fifty  leagues  therein,  as  he 
reported,  having  upon  either  hand  a  great  main  or  continent.  And  that  land  upon  his 
right  hand  as  he  failed  weftward,  he  judged  to  be  the  conunent  of  Afia,  and  there  to 
be  divided  from  the  firm  of  America,  which  lieth  upon  the  left  hand  over  againft  the 
fame. 

This  place  he  named  after  his  name,  Frobiflier's  Streights,  like  as  Magellanus  at  the 
S.W.  end  of  the  world,  having  difcovered  the  paffage  to  the  South  Sea,  (where 
America  is  divided  from  the  continent  of  that  land  which  lieth  under  the  fouth  pole), 
and  called  the  fame  ilreights,  Magellane's  Streights. 

After  he  had  parted  60  leagues  into  this  forelaid  ftreight,  he  went  afiiore,  and  found 
figns  where  fire  had  been  made. 

He  faw  mighty  deer  which  feemed  to  be  mankind,  which  ran  at  him,  and  hardly  he 
efcaped  with  his  life  in  a  narrow  way,  where  he  was  fain  to  ufe  defence  and  policy  to 
fave  his  life. 

In  this  place  he  faw  and  perceived  fundry  tokens  of  the  people's  reforting  thither. 
And  being  afhore  upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  he  perceived  a  number  of  finall  things 
fleedng  in  the  fea  alar  off,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  porpoifes  or  feals,  or  fome  kind 
of  ftrange  filh  ;  but  coming  nearer  he  difcovered  them  to  be  men  in  fmall  boats  made 
of  leather.  And  before  he  could  defcend  down  from  the  hill,  certain  of  thofe  people 
had  almofl:  cut  ofl'  liis  boat  from  him,  having  flolcn  fecretly  behind  the  rocks  for  that 
purpofe,  where  he  fpeedily  hafted  to  his  boat ;  and  went  himfelf  to  his  halberd,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  the  danger  and  faved  his  boat.  Afterwards  he  had  fundry  conivrences 
with  them,  and  they  came  aboard  his  (hip,  and  brought  him  falmon,  and  raw  flcfli  and 
fifli,  and  greedily  devoured  the  fame  before  our  men's  faces.  And  to  fhev/  their  agility, 
they  tried  many  mafleries  upon  the  ropes  of  the  fliip  after  our  mariners  fafliion,  and 
appeared  to  be  very  ftrong  of  their  arras,  and  nimble  of  their  bodies.  They  exchanged 
coats  of  feals,  and  bear  fl<ins,  and  fuch  like,  with  our  men;  and  received  bdls,  looking- 
ghifTcs,  and  other  toys,  in  recompence  thereof  again.     After  great  courtcfie,  and  many 
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meetings,  our  mariners,  contrary  to  their  captain's  diredlon,  began  more  eafily  to  truft 
them  ;  and  five  of  our  men  going  aflioro  were  by  them  intercepted  with  their  boat, 
and  were  never  fince  heard  ot  to  this  day  again  ;  ib  that  the  captain  being  deftitute  of 
boat,  bark,  and  all  company,  had  fcarccly  fufficient  number  to  conduft  back  his  bark 
again.  He  could  now  neither  convey  himfelf  afliorc  to  rcfcue  his  men  (if  he  had  been 
able),  for  want  of  a  boat ;  and  again  the  fubtle  traitors  were  fo  wary,  as  they  would 
after  that  never  come  within  our  men's  danger.  The  captain  notwilhflanding,  defirous 
to  bring  fome  token  from  thence  of  his  being  there,  was  greatly  difcontented  that  he 
had  not  before  apprehended  fome  of  them  ;  and  therefore  to  deceive  the  deceivers,  he 
wrought  a  pretty  policy  ;  for  knowing  well  how  they  greatly  delighted  in  our  toys,  and 
efpecially  in  bells,  he  rang  a.  pretty  low  bell,  making  figns  that  he  would  give  him 
the  fame  that  would  come  and  fetch  it.  And  becaufe  they  would  not  come  within  his 
danger  for  fear,  he  flung  one  bell  unto  them,  which  of  purpofe  he  threw  fliort,  that  it 
might  fall  into  the  fea  and  be  loll.  And  to  make  them  more  greedy  of  the  matter,  he 
rang  a  louder  bell,  fo  that  in  the  end  one  of  them  came  near  the  fliip's  fide  to  receive 
the  bell,  which  when  he  thought  to  take  at  the  captain's  hand,  he  was  thereby  taken 
himfelf;  for  the  captain  being  readily  provided,  let  the  bell  fall,  and  caught  the  man 
faft,  and  plucked  him  with  main  force,  boat  and  all,  into  his  bark  out  of  the  Tea.  Where- 
upon when  he  found  himfelf  in  captivity,  for  very  choler  and  difdain  he  bit  his  tongue 
in  twain  within  his  mouth  ;  notwithflanding  he  died  not  thereof,  but  lived  until  he 
came  in  England,  and  then  he  died  of  cold  which  he  had  taken  at  fea. 

Now  with  this  new  prey  (which  was  a  fufficient  witnefs  of  the  captain's  far  and  tedious 
travel  towards  the  unknown  parts  of  the  world,  as  did  well  appear  by  this  ftrange 
infidel,  whofe  like  was  never  feen,  read,  nor  heard  of  before,  and  whofe  language  was 
neither  known  nor  underfi;ood  of  any),  the  faid  Captain  Frobifher  returned  homeward, 
and  arrived  in  England  in  Harwich  the  2d  of  Odtober  following,  and  thence  came  to 
London  1576,  where  he  was  highly  commended  of  all  men  for  his  great  and  notable 
attempt,  but  fpecially  famous  for  the  great  hope  he  brought  of  the  paffage  to  Cataya. 

And  it  is  efpecially  to  be  remembered,  that  at  their  firfl  arrival  in  thofe  parts,  there  lay' 
fo  great  ftore  of  ice  all  the  coafl:  along  fo  thick  together,  that  hardly  his  boat  could 
pafs  unto  the  fiiore.  At  length,  after  divers  attempts,  he  commanded  his  company,  if  by 
any  poffible  means  they  could  get  afhore,  to  bring  him  whatfoever  thing  they  could  firft 
find,  whether  it  were  living  or  dead,  flock  or  Itone,  in  token  of  Chriftian  poffeflion, 
which  thereby  he  took  in  behalf  of  the  Queen's  mod:  excellent  majefty,  thinking  that 
thereby  he  might  juftify  the  having  and  enjoying  of  the  fame  things  that  grew  in  thefe. 
unknown  parts. 

Some  of  his  company  brought  flowers,  fome  green  grafs,  and  one  brought  a  piece  of 
black  fione,  much  hke  to  a  fea-coal  in  colour,  which  by  the  weight  feemed  to  be 
fome  kind  of  metal  or  mineral.  This  was  a  thing  of  no  account  in  the  judgment  of 
the  captain  at  firil  fight,  and'  yet  for  novelty  it  was  kept  in  refpeft  of  the  place  from 
whence  it  came. 

After  his  arrival  in  London,  being  demanded  of  fundry  of  his  friends  what  thing  he 
had  brought  them  home  out  of  that  country,  he  had  nothing  left  to  prefent  them 
withal,  but  a  piece  of  this  black  ftone.  And  it  fortuned  a  gentlewoman,  one  of  the 
adventurers'  wives,  to  have  a  piece  thereof,  which  by  chance  (he  threw  and  burned  in  the 
fire,  fo  long,  that  at  the/  length  bemg  taken  forth,  and  quenched  in  a  little  vinegar,  it 
glittered  with  a  bright  marcafite  of  gold.  Whereupon  the  matter  being  called  in  fome 
queftion,  it  was  brought  to  certain  gold-finers  in  London  to  make  an  effay  thereof, 
who  gave  out  that  it  held  gold,  and  that  very  richly  for  the  quantity,  Aiterwards  the 
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fame  gold-finers  promifed  great  matters  thereof  if  there  were  any  flore  to  be  founds, 
and  offered  themfelves  to  adventure  for  the  fearching  of  thofe  parts  from  whence  the 
fame  was  brought.  Some  that  had  great  hope  of  the  matter,  fought  fecretly  to  have  a 
leafe  at  her  Majefty's  hands  of  thoie  places,  whereby  to  enjoy  the  mafs  of  fo  great  a 
pubHc  profit  unto  their  own  private  gains. 

In  conclufion  :  The  hope  of  more  of  the  fame  gold  ore  to  be  found,  kindled  a  greater 
opinion  in  the  hearts  of  many,  to  advance  the  voyage  again.  Whereupon,  prepa- 
ration was  made  for  a  new  voyage  againfl:  the  year  following,  and  the  captain  more 
fpecially  directed  by  commifhon  for  the  fearching  this  gold  ore,  than  for  the  fearching 
any  further  difcovery  of  the  paffiige.  And  being  well  accompanied  with  divers  refolute 
and  forward  gentlemen,  her  Majefty  then  lying  at  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  of 
Warwick's  houfe  in  Effex,  he  came  to  take  his  leave,  and  killing  her  Highnefs's  hands, 
with  gracious  countenance  and  comfortable  words  departed  towards  his  charge. 


A  true  Report  of  fiich  Things  as  happened  in  the  fecotid  Voyage  of  Captain  FrobiJJoer, 
pretended  for  the  Difcovery  of  a  neiu  Paffage  to  Cataya,  Chi7ia,  and  the  Eaji  Indies, 
by  theNorth-wcfi.      Ann.  Dom.  is^J- 

"DEING  furnifhed  with  one  tall  fhip  of  her  Majefty's,  named  the  Aide,  of  two  hundred 
-'-'  tons,  and  two  other  fmall  barks,  the  one  named  the  Gabriel,  the  other  the 
Michael,  about  30  tons  a-piece,  being  fitly  appointed  with  men,  ammunition,  viduals, 
and  all  things  neceffary  for  the  voyage,  the  fud  Captain  Frobilher,  with  the  reft  of  his 
company,  came  aboard  his  fliips  riding  at  Blackwall,  intending  (with  God's  help)  to 
take  the  firft  wind  and  tide  ferving  him,  the  25th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God  1577. 

The  names  of  fuch  gentlemen  as  attempted  this  difcovery,  and  the  number  of  foldiers 
and  mariners  in  each  fhip,  as  followeth  : 

Aboard  the  Aide,  being  Admiral,  were   the   number  of    100  men    of  all  forts, 
whereof  30  or  more  were  gentlemen  and  foldiers,  the  reft  fufficient  and  tall  failors. 

Aboard  the  Gabriel,  being  Vice-Admiral,  were  in  all   1 8  perfons,  whereof  fix  were 
foldiers,  the  reft  mariners. 

Aboard  the  Michael  were  16  perfons,  whereof  five  were  foldiers,  the  reft  mariners. 

Aboard  the  Aide,  was. 
General  of  the  whole  company  for  her  Majefty       -         Martin  Frobifher. 
His  Lieutenant  -  -         -         -  -         George  Beft. 

His  Enfign  -  -  _  -  -         Richard  Philpot. 

Corporal  of  the  Shot  _  .  -  -         Francis  Forder. 

f  Henry  Carew. 
Edmund  Stafford. 
John  Lee. 
M.  Harvy. 
The  reft  of  the  gentlemen         -  .  .^  Mathew  Kinerfley. 

Abraham  Lins. 
Robert  Kinnerfley. 
Francis  Brakenbury. 
William  Armfliow. 

The 
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l"hc  Mafler 

'I'lie  Mate 

'J'he  Pilot 

The  Mafler  Gunner 

Captain 

One  gentleman 

The  Maiter 

Captain 

One  gentleman 

The  Mafter 


Aboard  the  Gabriel,  was. 


Aboard  the  Michael,  was. 


Chriftopher  Hall. 
Charles  Jackman. 
Andrew  Dier. 
Richard  Cox. 

Edward  Fenton. 
William  Tamfield. 
William  Smith. 

Gilbert  Yorke. 
Thomas  Chambcrlaine. 
James  Beare. 


On  Whitfunday,  being  the  26th  of  May,  Anno  1577,  early  in  the  morning,  we 
weighed  anchor  at  Blackwall,  and  fell  that  tide  down  to  Gravefend,  where  we  re- 
mained  until  Monday  at  night. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  27th  of  May,  aboard  the  Aide  we  received  all  the  com- 
munion by  the  minifter  of  Gravefend,  and  prepared  us  as  good  Chriftians  towards  God, 
and  refolute  men  for  all  fortunes  ;  and  towards  night  we  departed  to  Tilbery  Hope. 

Tuefday  the  28th,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  we  arrived  at  Harwich  in  Elfex,  and 
there  flayed  for  the  taking  in  of  certain  viftuals,  until  Friday  the  3 1  ft,  during  which 
time  came  letters  from  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  ftraitly  commanding  our  General, 
not  to  exceed  his  complement  and  number  appointed  him,  which  was  120  perfons  ; 
whereupon  he  difcharged  many  proper  men,  which  with  unwilling  minds  departed. 

He  aifo  difmifled  all  his  condemned  men,  which  he  thought  for  feme  purpofes  very 

needful  for  the  voyage,  and  towards  night,  upon  Friday  the  31  fl  of  May,  we  fet  fail  and 

put  to  the  feas  again.     And  fiiiling  northward  along   the  eafl  coafts  of  England  and 

*  Scotland,  the  7th  day  of  June  we  arrived  in  St.  Magnus  Sound  in  Orlcney  Iflands,  called 

in  Latin  Orcades,  and  came  to  anchor  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  and   this  place  is 

reckoned  from  Blackwall,  where  we  fet  fail  firft, leagues. 

Here  our  company  going  on  land,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  began  to  flee  as 
fi-om  the  enemy,  whereupon  the  lieutenant  willed  every  man  to  ftay  together,  and  went 
himfelf  unto  their  houfes  to  declare  what  we  were,  and  the  caufe  of  our  coming  thither, 
which  being  underflood,  after  their  poor  manner  they  friendly  entreated  us,  and  broutrht 
us  for  our  money  fuch  things  as  they  had.  And  here  our  gold-finers  found  a  mine  of 
filver. 

Orkney  is  the  principal  of  the  ifles  of  the  Orcades^  and  ftandeth  in  the  latitude  of 
59  deg.  and  a  half.  The  country  is  much  fubjeft  to  cold,  anfwerable  for  fuch  a 
climate,  and  yet  yieldeth  fome  fruits,  and  fufKcient  maintenance  for  the  people 
contented  fo  poorly  to  live. 

There  is  plenty  enough  of  poultry,  flore  of  eggs,  fifli,  and  fowl. 
For  their  bread  they  have  oaten  cakes,  and  their  drink  is  ewes'  milk,  and  in  fome 
parts  ale. 

Their  houfes  are  but  poor  without,  and  fluttifli  enough  within,  and  the  people  in 
nature  thereunto  agreeable ;  for  their  fire  they  burn  heath  and  turf,  the  country  in 
mofl  parts  being  void  of  wood. 

They  have  great  want  of  leather,  and  defire  our  old  flroes,  apparel,  and  old  ropes 
(before  money),  for  their  viduals,  and  yet  are  they  not  ignorant  of  the  value  of  our 
coin.     The  chief  town  is  called  Kyrway. 
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In  this  Ifland  hath  been  fometime  an  abbey,  or  a  religious  houfe,  called  Saint 
Magnus,  being  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifle,  whereof  the  found  beareth  name,  through 
which  we  paffed.  Their  governor,  or  chief  lord,  is  called  the  Lord  Robert  Stewart, 
who  at  our  being  there,  as  we  underltood,  was  in  durance  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  Regent's 
conmiandnient  of  Scotland. 

After  we  had  provided  us  here  of  matter  fufficient  for  our  voyage,  the  8th  of  June 
we  fct  fail  again,  and  palling  through  S;iint  Magnus  Sound,  having  a  merry  wind  by 
night,  came  clear  and  loft  fight  of  all  the  land,  and  keeping  our  courfe  W.  N.  W.  by 
the  fpace  of  two  days,  the  wind  ftiifted  upon  us,  fo  that  we  lay  in  traverfe  on  the  feas, 
with  contrary  winds,  making  good  (as  near  as  we  could)  our  courfe  to  the  weftward,  and 
fometime  to  the  northward,  as  the  wind  ftiifted.  And  hereabout  we  met  with  three  fail  of 
EngHfti  fiOiermen  from  Ifeland,  bound  homeward,  by  whom  we  wrote  our  letters  unto 
our  friends  in  England.  We  traverfed  thefe  feas  by  the  fpace  of  26  days  without  any 
fight  of  land,  and  met  with  much  drift  wood,  and  whole  bodies  of  trees.  We  faw 
many  monftrous  fifties,  and  ftrange  fowls,  which  feemed  to  live  only  by  the  fea,  being 
there  fo  far  diftant  from  any  land.  At  length  God  favoured  us  with  more  profperous 
winds,  and  after  we  had  failed  four  days,  with  good  wind  in  the  poop,  the  4th  of  July, 
the  Michael  being  foremoft  a-head,  fliot  oft'  a  piece  of  ordnance,  and  ftruck  all  her  fails, 
fuppofing  that  they  defcried  land,  which  by  reafon  of  the  thick  mifts,  they  could  not 
make  perfeft ;  howbeit,  as  well  our  account,  as  alfo  the  great  alteration  of  the  water, 
which  became  more  black  and  fmooth,  did  plainly  declare  we  were  not  far  off"  the 
coaft.  Our  general  fent  his  mafter  aboard  the  Michael  (who  had  been  with  him 
the  year  before),  to  bear  in  with  the  place  to  make  proof  thereof,  who  defcried  not  the 
land  perfeft,  but  faw  fundry  huge  iflands  of  ice,  which  we  deemed  to  be  not  paft  12 
leagues  from  the  fliore,  for  about  ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  being  the  4th  of  July,  the 
weather  being  more  clear,  we  made  the  land  perfeft,  and  knew  it  to  be  Frifeland.  And 
the  height  being  taken  here,  we  found  ourfelves  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  60  degrees  and 
a  half,  and  were  fallen  with  the  fouthernmoft  point  of  this  land. 

This   Frifeland  iheweth  a  ragged  and  high    land,  having  the  mountains  almoft 
covered  over  with  fnow,    along  the    coaft  full   of  drift  ice,  and  feemeth  almoft  in- 
accefllble,  and  is  thought  to  be  an  ifland   in  bignefs  not  inferior  to  England,  and  is 
called  of  fome  authors  Weft  Frifeland,  I  think  becaufe  it  lyeth  more  weft  than  any  part 
of  Europe.     It  extendeth  in  latitude  very  far  to  the  northward,  as  feemed  to  us,  and 
appeareth   by    a    defcription    fct   out  by    two    brethren,    Venetians,    Nicholaus   and 
Anthonius  Zeni,  who  being  driven  oft"  from  Ireland  with  a  violent  tempeft,  made 
Jhipwreck  here,  and  were  the  firft   known  Chriftians  that  difcovered  this  land,  about 
200  years  fince,  and  they  have  in  their  fea-cards  fet  out  every  part  thereof,  and  defcried 
the  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  declaring  them  to  be  as  civil  and  religious  people  as  we. 
And  for  fo  much  of  this  land  as  we  have  failed  along,  comparing  their  card  with  the 
coaft,  we  find   it  very  agreeable.     This  coaft  feemeth  to   have   good  fifliing,  for  we 
lying  becalmed,   let  fall  a  hook  without    any  bait,  and  prefently  caught  a  great  fifti 
called  a  hollibut,  who  ferved  the  whole  company  for  a  day's  meat,  and  is  dangerous 
meat  for  furfeiting.     And  founding  about  five  leagues  oft'  from  the  fliore,  our  lead 
brought  up  in  the  tallow,  a  kind  of  coral  almoft  white,  and  finall  ftoncs  as  bright  as 
cryftal,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  this  land  may  be  found  very  rich  and  beneficial, 
if  it  were  thoroughly  difcovered,  although  we  faw  no  creature  there  but  little  birds.     It 
is  a  marvellous  thing  to  behold  of  what  great  bignefs  and  depth  fome  iflands  of  ice  be 
here,  fome  70,   fome   So   fathom  under  water,  befules  that  which  is  above,  feeining 
iflands  more  than  half  a  mile  in  circuit.     All  thefe  ice  are  in  tafte  frefli,  and  feem  to 
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be  bred  in  the  founds  thereabouts,  or  in  fomc  land  near  the  pole,  and  with  the  winds 
and  tides  are  driven  alons:  the  coafts.  We  lound  none  ol"  tiiefe  iflinds  ot  ice  fait  in 
talte,  whereby  it  appeareth  that  they  were  not  congealed  of  the  ocean  fea-water,  which 
is  always  fait,  but  of  fome  (landing  or  little  moving  lakes  or  great  frefli  waters  near  the 
fliore,  caufed  cither  by  melted  fnow  from  tops  of  mountains,  or  by  continual  accefs  of 
frefli  rivers  from  the  land,  and  intermingling  with  the  fea-water,  bearing  yet  the  dominion 
(by  the  force  of  extreme  froft)  may  caufe  fome  part  of  fait  water  to  freeze  fo  with  it,  and 
fo  feem  a  little  brackiOi,  but  otherwife  the  main  fea  freezeth  not,  and  therefore  there  is 
no  }nare  glac'wle,  or  frozen  fea,  as  the  opinion  hitherto  hath  been.  Our  general  tried 
landing  here  twice,  but  by  the  fuddcn  fall  of  mifts  (whereunto  this  coaft  is  much 
fjbjett),  he  was  like  to  lole  fight  of  his  fliips,  and  being  greatly  endangered  with  the 
driving  ice  along  the  cotift,  was  forced  aboard,  and  fain  to  furceafe  his  pretence  till  a 
better  opportunity  might  ferve  ;  and  having  fpcnt  four  days  and  nights  failing  along  this 
land,  finding  the  coait  fubjett  to  fuch  bitter  cold  and  continual  mills,  he  determined 
to  fpend  no  more  time  therein,  but  to  bear  out  his  courfe  towards  the  flreights  called 
Frobifiier's  Streights,  after  the  general's  name,who  being  the  firft  that  ever  pafled  beyond 
58  degrees  to  the  northwards,  for  any  thing  that  hath  been  vet  known  of  certainty  of 
Newfoundland,  otherwife  called  the  continent  or  firm  land  of  America,  difcovered  the 
faid  ftreights  this  lafl  year  1576. 

Between  Frizeland  and  the  ftreights  we  had  one  great  ftorm,  wherein  the  Michael 
was  fomewhat  in  danger,  having  her  ftirrage  broken,  and  her  topmafts  blown  over- 
board, and  being  not  paft  fifty  leagues  ihort  of  the  ftreights  by  our  account,  we  ilruck 
fail  and  lay  a  hull,  fearing  the  continuance  of  the  ftorm,  the  wind  being  at  the  N.  E. 
and  having  loft  company  of  the  barks  in  that  flaw  of  wind,  we  happily  met  again  the 
1 7th  day  of  July,  having  the  evening  before  feen  divers  iflands  of  fleeting  ice,  which 
gave  an  argument  that  we  were  not  far  from  land.  Our  general  in  the  morning  from 
the  main-top  (the  weather  being  reafonably  clear)  defcried  land ;  but  to  be  better 
aflured,  he  fent  the  two  barks  two  contrary  courfes,  whereby  they  might  defcry  either  the 
South  or  North  Foreland,  the  Aide  lying  oft"  and  on  at  fea,  with  a  fmall  fail  by  an  ifland 
of  ice,  which  was  the  mark  for  us  to  meet  again  together.  And  about  noon, the  weather 
being  more  clear,  we  made  the  North  Foreland  perfed,  which  otherwife  is  called  Hall's 
Ifland,  and  alfo  a  fmall  ifland  bearing  the  name  of  the  faid  Hall,  whence  the  ore  was 
taken  up  which  was  brought  into  England  this  laft  year  1576;  the  faid  Hall  being 
prefent  at  the  finding  and  taking  up  thereof,  who  was  then  mafter  in  the  Gabriel  with 
Captain  Frobiflier.  At  our  arrival  here,  all  the  feas  about  this  coaft  were  fo  covered 
over  with  huge  quantity  of  great  ice,  that  we  thought  thefe  places  might  only  deferve 
the  name  of  Mare  Glaciale,  and  be  called  the  Icy  Sea. 

This  North  Foreland  is  thought  to  be  divided  from  the  continent  of  the  Northerland, 
by  a  little  found  called  Hall's  Sound,  which  maketh  it  an  ifland,  and  is  thought  little 
lefs  than  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  is  the  firft  entrance  of  the  ftreights  upon  the  northern 
fide,  and  ftandeth  in  the  latitude  of  62  degrees  and  50  minutes.  God  having  blefled 
us  with  fo  happy  a  land-fall,  we  bare  into  the  ftreights  which  run  in  next  hand,  and 
fomewhat  further  up  to  the  northward,  and  came  as  near  the  fliore  as  we  might  for  the 
ice;  and  upon  the  i8th  day  of  July,  or.r  general  taking  the  gold-fincrs  with  him, 
attempted  to  go  on  fliore  with  a  fmall  rowing  pinnace,  upon  the  fmall  ifland  where  the 
ore  was  taken  up,  to  prove  whether  there  were  any  llore  thereof  to  be  found  ;  hut  he 
could  not  get,  in  all  that  ifland,  a  piece  as  big  as  a  walnut,  where  the  firft  was  found. 
But  our  men,  which  fought  the  other  iflands  thereabouts,  found  them  all  to  have  good 
ftore  of  the  ore,  whereupon  our  general  with  thefe  good  tidings  returned  aboard 
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about  ten  of  the  clock  at  night,  and  was  joyfully  welcomeil  of  the  company,  with  a  volley 
ot  fliot.  He  brought  eggs,  fowls,  and  a  young  feal  aboard,  which  the  company  had 
killed  afliore ;  and  having  found,  upon  thofe  iflands,  gins  fet  to  catch  fowl,  and  flicks 
new  cut,  with  other  things,  he  well  perceived,  that,  not  long  before,  fome  of  the 
country  people  had  reforted  thither. 

Having  therefore  found  thofe  tokens  of  the  people's  accefs  in  thofe  parts,  and 
being  in  his  firft  voyage  well  acquainted  with  their  fubtle  and  cruel  difpofition,  he 
provided  well  for  his  better  fafety  ;  and  on  Friday  the  19th  of  July,  in  the  morning 
early,  with  his  beft  company  of  gentlemen  and  foldiers,  to  the  number  of  40  perfons, 
went  on  ihore,  as  well  to  difcover  the  in-land  and  habitation  of  the  people,  as  alfo  to 
find  out  fome  fit  harbour  for  our  fliips ;  and  palhng  towards  the  fliore  with  no  fraall 
tlifficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  abundance  of  ice,  which  lay  along  the  coaftfo  thick  together, 
that  hardly  any  paflage  through  them  might  be  difcovered,  we  arrived  at  length  upon 
the  main  of  Hall's  greater  ifland,  and  found  there  alfo,  as  well  as  in  the  other  fmall 
iflands,  good  ftore  of  the  ore.  And  leaving  his  boats  hei'e  with  fufficient  guard,  we 
palled  up  into  the  country  about  two  Englifli  miles,  and  recovered  the  top  of  a  high 
hill,  on  the  top  whereof  our  men  made  a  column  ot  crofs  ftones,  heaped  up  of  a  good 
height  together,  in  good  fort,  and  folemnly  founded  a  trumpet,  and  faid  certain  prayers, 
kneeling  about  the  enfign,  and  honoured  the  place  with  the  name  of  Mount  Warwick, 
in  remembrance  of  the  Right  Honourable  Ambrofe  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick,  whofe 
noble  mind  and  good  countenance  in  this,  as  in  all  other  good  actions,  gave  great 
encouragement  and  good  furtherance.  This  done,  we  retired  our  companies,  not 
feeing  any  thing  here  worthy  of  further  difcovery  ;  the  country  feeming  barren  and  lull 
of  ragged  mountains,  and  in  molt  parts  covered  with  fnow. 

And  thus  marching  towards  our  boats,  we  defcried  certain  of  the  country  people  on 
the  top  of  Mount  Warwick,  with  a  flag  wafting  us  back  again,  and  making  great  noife, 
with  cries  like  the  mowing  of  bulls,  feeming  greatly  defirous  of  conference  with  us ; 
whereupon  the  general  being  therewith  better  acquainted,  anfwered  them  again  with 
the  like  cries ;  whereat,  and  with  the  noife  of  our  trumpets,  they  feemed  greatly  to 
rejoice,  fkipping,  laughing,  and  dancing  for  joy.  And  hereupon  we  made  ligns  unto 
them,  holding  up  two  fingers,  commanding  two  of  our  men  to  go  apart  from  our  com- 
panies, whereby  they  might  do  the  like.  So  that  forthwith  two  of  our  men  and  two 
of  theirs  met  together,  a  good  fpace  from  company,  neither  party  having  their  weapons 
about  them.  Our  men  gave  them  pins,  and  points,  and  fuch  trifles  as  they  had  ;  and 
they  likewife  beflowed  on  our  men  two  bow-cafes,  and  fuch  things  as  they  had.  They 
earneflly  defired  our  men  to  go  up  into  their  country,  and  our  men  offered  them  like 
kindncfs  about  our  fliips,  but  neither  part  (as  it  feemed)  admitted  or  trufted  the  others 
courtefy.  Their  manner  of  traffick  is  thus  ;  they  do  ufeto  lay  down  of  their  merchan- 
dize upon  the  ground,  lb  much  as  they  mean  to  part  withal,  and  fo  looking  that  the 
other  party  with  whom  they  make  trade,  fliould  do  the  like,  they  themfelves  do  depart, 
and  then,  if  they  do  like  of  their  part,  they  come  again,  and  take  in  exchange  the 
others  merchandife ;  otherwife,  if  they  Hke  not,  they  take  their  own  and  depart.  The 
.  day  being  thus  well  near  fpent,  in  halte  we  retired  our  companies  into  our  boats  again, 
minding  Ibrthwith  to  fearch  along  the  coaft  for  fome  harbour  fit  for  our  fliips,  for  the 
prelent  neceflity  thereof  was  much,  coniidering  that  all  this  while  they  lay  ofl"  and  on 
between  the  two  lands,  being  continually  fubjed,  as  well  to  great  danger  of  fleeting 
ice,  which  environed  them,  as  to  the  fudden  flows  which  the  coaft  feemed  much  fub- 
jecl  to.  But  when  the  people  perceived  our  departure,  with  great  tokens  of  afledion 
ihey  earneflly  called  us  back  again,  following  us  alnioll  to  our  boats;  whereupon,  our 
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general,  takinc^  his  mafler  with  him,  who  was  bcfl  acquainted  with  their  manners,  went 
apart  unto  two  of  them  ;  meaning,  it  they  could  lay  lure  hold  upon  them,  forcibly  to 
brine;  them  aboard,  with  intent  to  beftow  certain  toys  and  apparel  upon  the  one,  and 
fo  to  ilifmifs  him  with  all  arguments  of  courtefy,  and  retain  the  other  for  an  interpreter. 
The  general,  and  his  malter,  being  met  with  their  two  companions  together,  after  they 
had  exchanged  certain  things,  the  one  with  the  other,  one  of  the  favages,  for  lack  of 
better  merchandife,  cut  oft"  the  tail  of  his  coat  (which  is  a  chief  ornament  among  them), 
and  gave  it  unto  our  general  lor  a  prefent :  but  he  prefently,  upon  a  watch-word  given 
him  with  his   mafter,  fuddenly  laid  hold  upon  the  two  favages  ;  but  the  ground  under- 
foot being  flippery  with  the  fnow  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  their  handfaft  failed,  and 
their  prey  efcaping,  ran  away  and  lightly  recovered  their  bows  and  arrows,  which  they 
had  hid  not  far  from  them,  behind  the  rocks  ;  and  being  only  two  favages  in  fight,  they 
fo  fiercely,  defperately,  and   with  fuch  fury  afl'ailed  and  purfued  our  general   and  his 
mailer,  being  altogether  unarmed,  and  not  miftrufting  their  fubtlety,  that  they  chafed 
them  to  their  boats,  and  hurt  the  general  in  the  buttock  with  an  arrow,  who  the  rather 
fpeedily  fled  back,  becaufe  they  fufpefted  a  greater  number   behind   the  rocks.     Our 
foldiers  (which    were  commanded  before  to  keep  their  boats)  perceiving  the  danger, 
and  hearing  our  men  calling  for  fliot,  came  fpeedily  to  refcue,  thinking  there  had  been 
a  greater  number.   But  when  the  favages  heard  the  fliot  of  one  of  our  calivers,  (and  yet 
having  firft  bellowed  their  arrows,)  they  ran  away,  our  men   fpeedily  following  them. 
But  a  fervant  of  my  Lord  of  Warwick,  called  Nicholas  Conger,  a  good  footman,  and 
uncumbered  with  any  furniture,  having  only  a  dagger  at   his  back,  overtook  one  of 
them,  and  being  a  Cornifli  man,  and  a  good  wreffler,  Ihewed   his   companion   fuch  a 
Cornifli  trick,  that  he  made  his  fides  ache  againft  the  ground  for  a  month  after  ;  and 
fo  being  flayed,  he  was  taken  alive  and  brought  away,  but  the  other  efcaped.     Thus, 
with  their  flrange  and  new  prey,  our  men  repaired  to  their  boats,  and  palTed  from  the 
main  to  a  fmall  ifland  of  a  mile  compafs,  where  they  refolved  for  to  tarry  all  night ; 
for  even  now  a  fudden  florm  was  grown  fo  great  at  fea,  that  by  no  means  they  could 
recover  their  fliips.     And  here  every  man  refrefhed   himfelf  with  a  fmall  portion  of 
viftuals,  which  was  laid  into  the  boats  for  their  dinners,  having  neither  eat  nor  drank 
all  the  (lay  before.     But  becaufe  they   knew  not   how  long  the  ftorm  might  lafl,  nor 
how  far  off  the  fhips  might  be  put  to  fea,  nor  whether  they  fhould   ever  recover  them 
again  or  not,  they  made  great  fpare  of  their  viftuals,  as  it  greatly  behoved  them  ;  for 
they  knew  full  well,  that  the  bell  cheer  the  country  could  yield  them,  was  rocks  and 
ilone,  a  hard  food  to  live  withal ;  and  the  people  more  ready  to  eat  them,  than  to  give 
them  wherewithal  to  eat.     And  thus,  keeping  very   good   watch   and  ward,  they  lay 
there  all  night,  upon  hard  cliffs  of  fnow  and  ice,  both  wet,  cold,  and  comfortlefs. 

Thefe  things  thus  happening  with  the  company  on  land,  the  danger  of  the  fhips  at 
fea  was  no  lefs  perilous  ;  for  within  one  hour  after  the  general's  departing  in  the  morning, 
bv  negligence  of  the  cook  in  overheating,  and  the  v/orkman  in  making  the  chinmey, 
the  Aide  was  fet  on  fire,  and  had  been  the  confufion  of  the  whole,  if,  by  chance  a 
boy  efpying  it,  it  had  not  been  fpeedily,  with  great  labour  and  God's  help,  well 
extinguiihed. 

This  day  alfo  were  divers  ftorms  and  flaws,  and  by  nine  of  the  clock  at  night  the  florm 
was  grown  fo  great,  and  continued  fuch  until  the  morning,  that  it  put  our  fliips  at  fea 
in  no  fmall  peril ;  for  having  mountains  of  fleeting  ice  on  every  fide,  we  went  rt)omex 
for  one,  and  loofed  for  another ;  fome  fcraped  us,  and  fome  happily  efcaped  us,  that 
the  leafl  of  all  of  them  were  as  dangerous  to  ftrike  as  any  rock,  and  able  to  have  fplit 
afunder  the  flrongefl  fhip  of  the  world.     We  had  a  fcope  of  clear,  without  ice  (as 
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Goil  wouliO,  wluMVin  WO  tinnoii,  Iving  othorwilo  conipalVed  on  every  fido  about ;  but 
l"o  much  was  the  wind,  and  lo  little  was  the  iea-ioom,  that  being  able  to  bear  only  our 
I'ore-courle,  wo  call  fo  oit  about,  that  we  made  fourteen  boards  in  eight  glalVes  running, 
being  but  four  hours ;  but  (^.od  being  our  bell  {leerlnian,  and  by  the  indulhv  of 
Charles  Jacknian  and  Andrew  l^ier,  the  mailer's  mates,  both  very  expert  mariners, 
and  Richard  Cox,  the  mailer  gunner,  with  other  ver)'  careful  failors,  then  within  Iward, 
and  alfo  by  the  help  of  the  clear  nights,  which  are  without  darknefs,  wo  did  happily 
avoid  thote  preKnt  dangers,  whereat  iinoe  we  have  more  marvelled  tiun  in  the  prelent 
danger  feared  ;  for  tliat  every  in;m  within  board,  botii  better  and  worl'e,  had  enough  to  do 
with  his  hands  to  haul  ropes,  and  with  his  eyes  to  look  out  for  danger.  But  the  next 
morning,  being  the  20th  of  July, (as  God  would. )the  llorm  ceafed,  and  the  general  efpying 
the  fhips,  with  his  new  captive  and  whole  company,  came  happily  abo;ud,  and  reported 
what  had  palled  allioiv,  whereupon,  all  together  ujioi^  our  knees  we  gave  God  humble 
and  hearty  thanks,  for  that  it  had  pleafevl  Him  lron\  fo  Ifx-cdy  peril  to  fend  us  fuch 
fpeedv  delivenuice ;  ;uid  fo  from  this  northern  Ihore  we  Ilruck  over  towards  the 
fouthern  land. 

Tiie  ;ilt  of  .Uilv  we  difcovered  a  bay  which  ran  into  the  land,  that  feeined  a  likely 
harbour  for  our  lliips ;  \\  herelore  our  general  rowed  thithei"  with  his  boats  to  make 
proof  thereof,  and  with  his  gold-hners  to  foareh  for  ore,  having  never  ellliyed  any 
thiu'j;  on  the  loutli  lliore  as  yet,  and  the  lirll  fmall  illand  which  we  landed  upon.  Here 
all  the  fands  and  cliris  did  fo  glider,  and  had  fo  bright  a  marcaiite,  that  it  feemed  all 
to  be  gold  ;  but,  ujhmi  trial  i\iade.  it  proved  no  better  th;m  black-lead,  and  veriiied  the 
proverb,  '*  all  is  not  gold  that  gliltereth." 

(.">n  the  aad  of  July  we  bare  into  the  faid  found,  and  came  to  anchor  a  reafonablo 
breadth  olV  the  (hore,  where  thii;king  oiulelves  in  good  fecurity,  we  were  greatly 
eiui.'.ngered  with  a  piece  of  drift  ice,  wliich  the  ebb  brought  forth  of  the  founds,  and 
came  th\\-art  us  ex-e  we  were  aware.  But  the  gentlemen  and  foldiers  within  board, 
takinc;  <:Teat  pains  at  this  pinch  at  the  eapllan,  overcame  the  mott  danger  thereof,  and 
vet  for  all  that  might  be  done,  it  ilrnck  on  our  llern  fuch  a  blow,  that  we  feared  left 
It  had  ilricken  away  our  rudder ;  and  being  forced  to  cut  our  cable  in  the  hawfe,  we 
were  fain  to  let  ovu-  forefail,  to  run  further  up  within,  and  il  our  lleerage  had  not  been 
llronger  than  in  the  prelent  lime,  we  fearevl  we  had  run  the  (hip  upon  the  rocks,  having 
a  verv narrow  channel  to  turn  in;  but  as  God  would,  all  came  well  to  pal's,  and  this 
was  nanu'vl  Jackm;m's  Sound,  after  the  name  of  the  mailer's  mate,  who  had  firll  liking 
unto  the  place. 

l'fH->n  a  fmall  iiland  within  this  found,  calkxl  Smith's  Illand  (bccauie  he  firft  fet  up 
liis  force  there"!,  was  found  a  mine  of  filvor.  but  was  won  out  of  the  rocks  without  great 
labour.  Here  our  gold-iiiu  rs  nnide  elfay  upon  iucli  ore  as  tliey  foimd  upon  the  north- 
ern land,  ;uid  found  four  forts  therixif  to  hold  gold  in  good  quantity.  Upon  another 
fmall  ifland  here  was  alfo  found  a  gre.it  dead  tilh,  which,  as  it  (liould  feem.  had  been 
cmbaveii  with  ice,  and  w;is  in  proportion  round  like  to  n  porpoife,  being  about  twelve 
feet  long,  and  in  bignefs  aniwerable,  iiaving  a  horn  oJ'  two  yards  long  growing  out  of 
the  fnout  or  nolhils.  This  horn  is  wreathe*.!  imd  llraiglit,  like  in  falhion  to  a  taper 
made  of  w;w.  and  may  truly  be  thought  to  be  the  lea-unicorn.  This  horn  is  to  be  feen, 
and  refervcd  as  a  jewel  by  the  Queen's  Majelly's  commaitdment,  in  her  wardrobe 
of  mtx^. 

Tueiday  the  a  3d  of  July,  our  general,  with  his  beft  company  of  gentlemen,  foldiers, 
and  failors.  to  tb.e  number  of  7c  {vrions  in  all,  marchetl,  with  eniign  dilplayed,  upon 
the  continent  of  the  fouthernlajid  (the  fuppoled  continent  of  America},  where,  com- 
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Tnanding  a  trumpet  to  found  a  call  for  every  man  to  repair  to  the  enfign,  he  declared  to 
the  whole  company,  how  much  tlie  caufe  imported  for  the  fervice  ot  herMajefty,  our 
country,  our  credits,  and  the  fafety  of  our  own  lives ;  and  therefore   required  every 
man  to  be  conformable  to  order,  and  to  be  direfted  by  thofe  he  fhould  aflign.     And  he 
appointed  for  leaders,  Captain  Fenton,  Captain  Yorke,  and   his   Lieutenant  George 
Bed  ;  which  done,  we  call  ourfelves  into  a  ring,  and  altogether  upon  our  knees,  gave 
God  humble  thanks,  for  that  it  had  pleafed  Him  of  His  goodnefs  to  preferve  us  from 
fuch  imminent  dangers,  bcfeeching  likewife  the  aflirtance  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  fo  to 
deliver  us  in  fafety  into  our  country,  whereby  the  light  and  truth  of  thefe  fecrets  being 
known,  it  might  redound  to  the  more  honour  of  His  Holy  Name,  and  confequently  to 
the  advancement  of  our  commonwealth.     And  fo  in  as  good  fort  as  the  place  fuffered, 
we  marched  towards  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  which  were  no  lefs  painful  in  climbing 
than  dangerous  in  defccnding,  by  reafon  of  their  fteepnefs  and  ice.     And  having  pafled 
about  five  miles  by  fuch  unwieldy  ways,  we  returned  unto  our   fliips  without   fight  of 
any  people,  or  likelihood  of  habitation.     Here   divers  of  the  gentlemen  defired  our 
general  to  fufter  them,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thirty  perfons,  to   march  up  thirty 
or  forty  leagues  into  the  country ;  to  the  end  they  might  difcover  the  inland,  and  do 
fome  acceptable  fervice  for  their  country  :  but  he,  not  contented  with  the  matter  he 
fought  for,  and  well  confidering  the  (liort  tiiue  he  had  in  hand,  and  the  greedy  defire 
our  country  hath  to  a  prefent  favour  and  return  of  gain,  bent  his  whole  endeavour  only 
to  find  a  mine  to  freight  his  fhips,  and  to  leave  the  reft:  (by  God's  help)   hereafter  to  be 
well  accompliftied.     And,  therefore,  the  25th  of  July,  he  departed  over  to   the  north- 
land  with  the  two  barks,  leaving  the  Aide  riding  in  Jackman's  Sound,  and  meant,  after 
he  had  found  convenient  harbour  and  freight  there  for  his  (liips,  to  difcover  further  for 
the  paflage.     The  barks  came  the  fame  night  to  anchor  in  a  found  upon  the  norther- 
land,  where  the  tides  did  run  fo  fwift,  and  the  place  was  fo  fubjeO:  to  indfafts  of  ice, 
that  by  reafon  thereof  they  were  greatly  endangered  ;  and   having  found  a  very  rich 
mine,  as  they  fuppofed,  and  got  almoft  20  ton  of  ore  together,  upon  the  28th  of  July 
the  ice  came  driving  into  the  found  where  the  barks  rode,  in  fuch  fort,  that  they  were 
therewith  greatly  diftrefled :  and  the  Gabriel  riding  aftern  the  Michael,  had  her  cable 
galled  afuudcr  in  the  hawfe  by  a  piece  of  driving  ice,  and  lofl  another  anchor ;  and 
having  but  one  cable  and  anchor  left,  for  fhe  had  loft  two  before,  and  the  ice  ftill 
driving  upon  her,  flie  was,  by  God's  help,  well  fenced  from  the  danger  of  the  reft:, 
by  one  great  ifland  of  ice,  which  came  a-ground  hard  a-head  of  her,  which  if  it  had 
not  fo  chanced,  I  think,  furely,  ftie  had  been  caft  upon  the  rocks  with  the  ice.     The 
Michael  moored  anchor  upon  this   great  ice,  and   rode  under  the   lee  thereof;  but, 
about  midnight,  by  the  weight  of  itfelf,  and  the  fetting  of  the  tides,  the  ice  brake  within 
half  the  bark's  length,  and  made  unto  the  company  within  board  a  fudden  and  fearful 
noife.     The  next  flood,  towards  the  morning,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  went  further 
up  the  ftreights,  and  leaving  our  ore   behind   us  which  we  had  digged,  for  hafte  left 
the  place  by  the  name  of  Beare's  Sound,  after  the  name  of  the  malter  of  the  Michael, 
and  named  the  ifland  Lecefter's  Ifland.     In  one  of  the  finall  iflands  here  we  found  a 
tomb,  wherein  the  bones  of  a  dead  man  lay  together,  and  our  favage  captive  being  witli 
us,  and  being  demanded,  by  figns,  whether  his  countrymen  had  not  flain  this  man 
and  eat  his  flefli  fo  from  the  bones,  he  made  figns   to  the  contrary,  and   that  he  was 
flain  with  wolves  and  wild  beafts.     Here  alfo  was  found,  hid  under  ftones,  good  ftore 
of  fifli,  and  fundry  other    things  of  the  inhabitants ;  as  fleds,  bridles,  kettles  of  fifh- 
flvins,  knives  of  bone,  and  fuch  other  like.     And  our  favage  declared  unto  us  the  ufe 
of  all  thofe  things  j  and  taking  io  his  hand  one  of  thofe  country  bridles,  he  caught  one 
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of  our  dogs  and  hampered  him  handfomely  therein,  as  we  do  our  horfes,  and  with  a 
whip  in  his  hand,  he  taught  the  dog  to  draw  in  a  fled,  as  we  do  horfes  in  a  coach, 
fetting  himfelt  thereupon  hke  a  guide ;  fo  that  we  might  fee  they  ufe  dogs  for  that  pur- 
pofe  that  we  do  our  horfes.  And  we  found  fmce  by  experience,  that  the  leffer  fort 
of  dogs  they  feed  fat,  and  keep  them  as  domeftic  cattle  in  their  tents  for  eating,  and  the 
greater  fort  ferve  for  the  ufe  of  drawing  their  fleds. 

The  29th  of  July,  about  five  leagues  from  Beare's  Sound,  we  difcovered  a  bay,  which 
being  fenced  on  each  fide  with  fmali  iflands,  lying  off  the  main,  which  break  the  force 
of  the  tides,  and  make  the  place  free  from  any  indrafts  of  ice,  did  prove  a  very  fit  har- 
bour for  our  fliips,  where  we  came  to  anchor  under  a  fmall  ifland,  which  now,  together 
with  the  found,  is  called  by  the  name  of  that-  right  honourable  and  virtuous  lady,  Anne 
Countefs  of  Warwick.  And  this  is  the  furtheft  place  that  this  year  we  have  entered  up 
within  the  ftrei^hts,  and  is  reckoned  from  the  cape  of  the  Queen's  Foreland,  which  is 
the  entrance  of  the  ftreights,  not  above  30  leagues.  Upon  this  iiland  was  found  good 
ftore  of  the  ore,  which,  in  the  wafhing,  to  our  thinking,  held  gold,  plainly  to  be  feen  ; 
whereupon  it  was  thought  beft  rather  to  load  here,  where  there  was  ftore  and  indif- 
ferent good,  than  to  feek  further  for  better,  and  fpend  time  with  jeopardy.  And 
therefore  our  general,  fetting  the  miners  to  work,  and  fliewing  firft  a  good  precedent 
of  a  painful  labourer  and  a  good  captain  in  himfelf,  gave  good  examples  for  others 
to  follow  him.  Whereupon,  every  man,  both  better  and  worfe,  with  their  beit  endea- 
vours, willingly  laid  to  their  helping  hands ;  and  the  next  day,  being  the  30th  of  July, 
the  Michael  was  fent  over  to  Jackman's  Sound,  for  the  Aide  and  the  whole  company 
to  come  thither.  Upon  the  main  land  over  againft  the  Countefs's  Ifland,  we  difco- 
vered and  beheld,  to  our  great  marvel,  the  poor  caves  and  houfes  of  thofe  country 
people,  v.'hich  ferve  them,  as  it  fliould  feem,  for  their  winter  dwellings,  and  are  made 
•two  fathom  under  ground,  in  compafs  round,  like  to  an  oven,  being  joined  laft  one  to 
another,  having  holes  like  a  fox  or  coney  berry,  to  keep  and  come  together.  They 
undertrenched  thefe  places  with  gutters  fo,  that  the  water  falling  from  the  hills  above 
them,  may  Aide  away  without  their  annoyance ;  and  are  fealed  commonly  in  the 
foot  of  a  hill,  to  ihield  them  better  from  the  cold  winds,  having  their  door  and  entrance 
ever  open  towards  the  fouth.  From  the  ground  upwards  they  build  with  whales  bones, 
for  lack  of  timber,  which  bending  one  over  another,  are  handfomely  compafted  in  the 
top  together,  and  are  covered  over  with  feals  (kins,  which,  inftead  of  tiles,  Icnce  them 
from  the  rain  ;  in  which  houfe  they  have  only  one  room,  having  the  one  half  of  the 
floor  raifed  with  broad  ftones  a  foot  higher  than  the  other,  whereon  ftrewing  mofs, 
they  make  their  nefts  to  fleep  in.  They  defile  thefe  dens  moll  filthily  with  their 
beaftly  feeding,  and  dwell  fo  long  in  a  place,  as  we  think,  until  their  fluttiflmefs 
loathing  them,  they  are  forced  to  feek  a  fweeter  air,  and  a  new  feat,  and  are,  no 
doubt,  a  difperfed  iuid  wandering  nation,  as  the  Tartarians,  and  live  in  hordes  and 
troops,  without  any  certain  abode,  as  may  appear  by  fundry  circumitanccs  of  our 
experience. 

IIere,cur  captive  being  afliore  with  us,  to  declare  the  ufe  of  fuch  things  as  we  faw,ftayed 
himfelf  alone  behind  the  company,  and  did  fet  up  five  fmall  Iticks  round  in  a  circle  one 
by  another,  with  one  fmall  bone  placed  juft  in  the  midft  of  all  ;  which  thing  when  one 
of  our  men  perceived,  he  called  us  back  to  behold  the  matter,  thinking  that  he  had 
meant  fome  charm  or  witchcraft  therein.  But  the  bell  conjecture  we  could  make  thereof 
was,  that  he' would  thereby  his  countrymen  fliould  undern:and,  that  for  our  five  men, 
V  horn  they  betrayed  the  laft  year,  (whom  he  fignified  by  the  five  fticks,)  he  was  taken 
and  kept  prilbacr  ;  which  he  fignified  by  the  bone  in  the  midft  :  for  afterwajrds,  when  we 
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fliewed  him  the  picture  of  his  countryman,  which  the  laft  year  was  brought  into 
Jlngiand,  (whofe  counterfeit  we  had  drawn,  with  boat  and  other  furniture,  both  as  he 
was  in  iiis  own,  ZZi  'r'^fo  in  Kngiiih  apparel,)  he  was  upon  the  fudden  much  arni^ed 
thereat,  and  beholding  advifedly  the  fame  with  filence  a  good  while,  as  thoilgh  he 
would  llrain  courtefie  wli?iher  ftiould  begin  the  fpeech,(for  he  th'^-gnt  him  no  doubt 
a  lively  creature,)  at  length  begZ"  fo  queftion  with  ^;-;i^  as  with  his  companion,  and 
finding  him  dumb  and  mute,  feemed  to  fufpedt  him,  as  one  difdainful,  and  would  with 
a  little  help  have  grown  into  choler  at  the  matter,  until  at  laft  by  feeling  and  handling, 
he  found  him  but  a  deceiving  pifture  ;  and  then  with  great  noife  and  cries,  ceafed  not 
wondering,  thinking  that  we  could  make  men  live  or  die  at  our  pleafure. 

And  thereupon  calling  the  matter  to  his  remembrance,  he  gave  us  plainly  to  under- 
ftand  by  ligns,  that  he  had  knowledge  of  the  taking  our  five  men  the  laft  year,  and  con- 
feffing  the  manner  of  each  thing,  numbered  the  five  men  upon  his  five  fingers,  and 
pointed  unto  a  boat  in  our  ftiip,  which  was  like  unto  that  wherein  our  men  were 
betrayed  ;  and  when  we  made  him  figns  that  they  were  flain  and  eaten,  he  earneftly 
denied,  and  made  figns  to  the  contrary. 

The  laft  of  July,  the  Michael  returned  with  the  Aide  to  us,  from  the  foutherland, 
and  came  to  anchor  by  us  in  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound,  and  reported,  that  fmce 
we  departed  from  Jackman's  Sound,  there  happened  nothing  among  them  there  greatly 
worth  the  remembrance,  until  the  30th  of  July,  when  certain  of  our  company  being 
aftiore  upon  a  fmall  ifland  within  the  faid  Jackman's  Sound,  near  the  place  where  the 
Aide  rode,  did  efpy  a  long  boat  with  divers  of  the  country  people  therein,  to  the  num- 
ber of  18  or  20  perfons,  whom  fo  foon  as  our  men  perceived,  they  returned  fpeedily 
aboard,  to  give  notice  thereof  unto  our  company.  They  might  perceive  thefe  people 
climbing  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  where  with  a  flag  they  wafted  unto  our  ftiip,  and  made 
great  outcries  and  noifes,  like  fo  many  bulls.  Hereupon  our  men  did  prefently  man 
forth  a  fmall  (kiff,  having  not  above  fix  or  feven  perfons  therein,  which  rowed  near  the 
place  where  thofe  people  were,  to  prove  if  they  could  have  any  conference  with  them. 
But  after  this  fmall  boat  was  fent  a  greater,  being  well  appointed  for  their  refcue,  if 
need  required. 

As  foon  as  they  efpied  our  company  coming  near  them,  they  took  their  boats  and 
hafted  away,  either  for  fear,  or  elfe  for  policy,  to  draw  our  men  from  refcue  further 
within  their  danger  ;  wherefore  our  men  conftruing  that  their  coming  hither  was  but  to 
feek  advantage,  follow^ed  fpeedily  after  them;  but  they  rowed  fo  fwiftly  away,  that  our 
men  could  come  nothing  near  them,  howbeit  they  failed  not  of  their  beft  endeavour  in 
rowing,  and  having  chafed  them  above  two  miles  into  the  fea,  returned  into  their  ftiips 
again. 

The  iftofAuguft,  being  the  morning  following.  Captain  Yorke,  with  the  Michael, 
came  into  Jackman's  Sound,  and  declared  unto  the  company  there,  that  the  laft  night 
pall  he  came  to  anchor  in  a  certain  bay  (which  fince  was  named  Yorke's  Sound,) 
about  four  leagues  diftant  from  Jackman's  Sound,  being  put  to  leeward  of  that  place  for 
lack  of  wind,  where  he  difcovered  certain  tents  of  the  country  people,  where  going 
with  his  company  aftiore,  he  entered  into  them,  but  found  the  people  departed,  as  it 
ftiould  feem,  for  fear  of  their  coming.  But  amongft  fundry  ftrange  things  which  in 
thefe  tents  they  found,  there  was  raw  and  new  killed  flefti  of  unknown  forts,  viith  dead 
carcafes  and  bones  of  dogs,  and  I  know  not  what.  They  alfo  beheld  (to  their  greateft 
marvel)  a  doublet  of  canvas  made  after  the  Englifti  faftiion,  a  Ihirt,  a  girdle,  three 
fhoes,  for  contrary  feet,  and  of  unequal  bignefs,  which  they  well  conjeftured  to  be  the 
apparel  of  our  five  poor  countrymen,which  were  intercepted  the  laft  year  by  thefe  country 
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people,  about  fifteen  leagues  from  this  place,  further  within  the  ftreights  ;  whereupon  oii'i' 
men  being  in  good  hope,  that  fome  ot  thcra  might  be  here,  and  yet  living,  the  captain 
devifing  for  the  beft,  left  his  mind  behind  him  in  writing,  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper  alki, 
whereby  our  poor  captive  countrymen,  if  it  might  come  to  their  hands,  might  know  their 
friends'  minds,  and  of  their  arrival,  and  likewife  return  their  anfwer.  And  fo  without 
taking  any  thing  away  In  their  tsnts,  leaving  theic  ailb  looking-glafles,  points,  and 
others  of  our  toys,  (the  better  to  allure  them  by  fiich  friendly  mean?,)  departed  aboard 
his  bark,  with  intent  to  make  hafle  to  the  Aide,  to  give  notice  unto  the  company  of  all 
fuch  things  as  he  had  there  difcovered,  and  fo  meant  to  return  to  thofe  tents  again, 
hoping  that  he  might  by  force  or  policy  entrap  or  entice  the  people  to  fome  friendly 
conference.  Which  things  when  he  had  delivered  to  the  whole  company  there,  thev 
determined  forthwith  to  go  in  hand  with  the  matter.  Hereupon  Captain  Yorke,  with 
the  mafter  of  the  Aide  and  his  mate,  (who  the  night  before  had  been  at  the  tents,  and 
came  over  from  the  other  fide  in  the  Michael  with  him,)  being  accompanied  with  the 
gentlemen  and  foldiers,  to  the  number  of  30  or  40  perfons,  in  two  fmall  rowing  pin- 
naces, made  towards  the  place  where  the  night  before  they  difcovered  the  tents  of 
thofe  people,  and  fetting  Charles  Jackman,  being  the  mailer's  mate,  afliore,  with  a 
convenient  number,  for  that  he  could  beft  guide  them  to  the  place,  they  marched  over 
land,  meaning  to  compafs  them  on  the  one  fide,  whilll  the  captain,  with  his  boats, 
might  entrap  them  on  the  other  fide.  But  landing  at  laft  at  the  place  where  the  night 
before  they  left  them,  they  found  them  with  their  tents  removed.  Notwithftanding, 
our  men  which  marched  up  into  the  country,  palling  over  two  or  three  mountains,  by 
chance  efpied  certain  tents  in  a  valley  underneath  them,  near  unto  a  creek  by  the  fea- 
fide,  which  becaufe  it  was  not  the  place  where  the  guide  had  been  the  night  before,  they 
judged  them  to  be  another  company,  and  befetting  them  about,  determined  to  take 
them  if  they  could  ;  but  they  having  quickly  defcried  our  company,  launched  one  great 
and  another  fmall  boat,  being  about  16  or  18  perfons,  and  very  narrowly  efcaping, 
put  themfelves  to  fea.  Whereupon,  our  foldiers  difcharged  their  calivers,  and  followed 
them,  thinking  the  noife  thereof  being  heard  to  our  boats  at  fea,  our  men  there  would, 
make  what  fpeed  they  might  to  that  place.  And  thereupon,  indeed,  our  men  which  were 
in  the  boats,  crolTing  upon  them  in  the  mouth  of  the  found,  whereby  their  palTage  was 
let  for  getting  fea-room,  wherein  it  had  been  impoffible  lor  us  to  overtake  them  by 
rowing,  forced  them  to  put  themfelves  afliore  upon  a  point  of  land  within  the  faid 
found,  (which,  upon  occafion  of  the  flaughter  there,  was  fince  named  The  Bloody 
Point,J  whereunto  our  men  fo  fpeedily  followed,  that  they  had  little  leifure  left  them  to 
make  any  efcape.  But  fo  foon  as  they  landed,  each  of  them  brake  his  oar,  thinking  by 
that  means  to  prevent  us  in  carrying  away  their  boats  for  want  of  oars  ;  and  defpe- 
rately  returning  upon  our  men,  rcfifted  them  manfully  in  their  landing,  fo  long  as 
their  arrows  and  darts  lafted,  and  after  gathering  up  thofe  arrows  which  our  men  iliot 
at  them  ;  yea,  and  plucking  our  arrows  out  of  their  bodies,  encountered  afrefli  again, 
and  maintained  their  caufe  until  both  weapons  and  life  failed  them  :  and  when  they 
found  they  were  mortally  wounded,  being  ignorant  of  what  mercy  meaneth,  with  deadly 
fury  they  caft  themfelves  headlong  from  olf  the  rocks  into  the  fea,  left  perhaps  their 
enemies  fliould  receive  glory  or  prey  of  their  dead  carcai'es,  for  they  fuppofcd  us  belike 
to  be  cannibals,  or  eaters  of  man's  flefli.  In  this  confli£l:  one  of  our  men  was  dan- 
geroufly  hurt  in  ^he  belly  with  one  of  their  arrows,  and  of  them  were  flain  five  or  fix, 
the  reft  by  Hight  efcaping  among  the  rocks,  faving  two  women,  whereof  the  one  being 
old  and  ugly,  our  men  thought  Ihe  had  been  a  devil  or  fome  witch,  and  therefore 
let  her  go ;  the  other  being  young  and  cumbered  with  a  fucking  child  at  her  back, 
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hiding  hcrfelf  behind  the  roclcs,  was  efpied  by  one  of  our  men,  who  fuppofinpj  flie  had 
been  a  man,  fliot  through  the  hair  of  her  head,  and  pierced  tlirouch  the  child's  arm, 
whereupon  (he  cried  out,  and  our  furgeon  meaning  to  heal  her  child's  arm,  applied 
falves  thereunto.  But  flie  not  acquainted  with  fuch  kind  of  furgery,  plucked  thofe 
falves  away,  and  by  continual  licking  with  her  own  tongue,  not  much  unlike  ouv  dogs, 
healed  up  the  child's  arm.  And  becaufe  the  day  was  well  near  fpent,  our  men  made 
hafte  unto  the  reft  of  our  company,  \vhich  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  remained  at 
the  tents,  where  they  found  by  the  apparel,  letter,  and  other  Englifli  furniture,  that 
they  were  the  fame  company  which  Captain  Yorke  difcovered  the  night  before,  having 
removed  themfelvcs  from  the  place  where  he  left  ihem. 

And  now  conlldering  their  iudden  flying  from  our  men,  and  their  defperate  manner 
of  fighting,  we  began  to  fufpeft  that  we  had  heard  the  laft  news  of  our  men  which  the 
laft  year  were  betrayed  of  thefe  people  :  and  confidering  alfo  their  ravenous  and  bloody 
difpofitlon,  in  eating  any  kind  of  raw  flefli  or  carrion,  howfoever  ftlnking,  it  is  to  be 
thought  that  they  had  flain  and  devoured  our  men,  for  the  doublet  which  was  found  in 
their  tents,  had  many  holes  therein,  being  made  with  their  arrows  and  darts. 

But  now  the  night  being  at  hand,  our  men  with  their  captives,  and  fuch  poor  ftulTas 
they  found  in  their  tents,  returned  towards  their  fliips ;  when  being  atfea,  there  arofe  a 
fudden  flaw  of  wind,  which  was  not  a  Httle  dangerous  for  their  fmall  boats,  but  as  God 
would,  they  came  all  fafely  aboard.  And  with  thefe  good  news  they  returned 
(as  before  mentioned)  into  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound  unto  us.  And  be- 
tween Jackman's  Sound,  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's 
Sound,  between  land  and  land,  being  thought  the  narroweft  place  of  the  ftreights,  were 
judged  nine  leagues  over  at  the  leaft.  And  Jackman's  Sound  being  upon  the  fouther- 
land,  lleth  diretily  almoft  over-againft  the  Countefs'  Sound,  as  Is  reckoned  fcarce  thirty- 
leagues  within  the  ftreights  from  the  Queen's  Cape,  which  is  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights 
of  the  foutherland.  This  cape,  being  named  Queen  Elizabeth's  Cape,  ftandeth  in  the 
latitude  of  fixty-two  degrees  and  a  half  to  the  northwards  of  Newfoundland,  and  upon 
the  fame  continent,  for  any  thing  that  is  yet  known  to  the  contrary. 

Having  now  got  a  woman  captive  for  the  comfort  of  our  man,  we  brought  them  both 
together  ;  and  every  man  with  filence  defired  to  behold  the  manner  of  their  meeting  and 
entertainment,  the  which  was  more  worth  the  beholding  than  can  be  well  expreffed  by 
writing.  At  their  firft  encountering  they  beheld  eacli  the  other  very  wiftly  a  good 
fpace,  without  fpeech  or  word  uttered,  with  great  change  of  colour  and  countenance, 
iis  though  It  feemed  the  grief  and  difdain  of  their  captivity  had  taken  away  the  ufe  of 
their  tongues  and  utterance  ;  the  v/oman  at  the  firft  very  fuddenly,  as  though  flie  dlf- 
dalned,  or  regarded  not  the  man,  turned  away,  and  began  to  fing  as  though  flie  minded 
another  matter  ;  but  being  again  brought  together,  the  man  brake  up  the  filence  firft, 
and  with  ftern  and  ftald  countenance  began  to  tell  a  long  folemn  tale  to  the  woman, 
whereunto  ihe  gave  good  hearing,  and  interrupted  him  nothing  till  he  had  finlflied,  and 
afterwards  being  grown  into  more  familiar  acquaintance  by  fpeech,  they  were  turned  toge- 
ther, fo  that  (I  think)  the  one  would  hardly  have  lived  without  the  comfort  of  the  other  ; 
and  for  fo  much  as  we  could  perceive,  although  they  lived  continually  together,  yet 
they  did  never  ufe  as  man  and  wife,  though  the  woman  fpared  not  to  do  all  neceffary 
things  that  appertained  to  a  good  houfevvlfe  indifferently  for  them  both,  as  In  makln?- 
clean  their  cabin,  and  every  other  thing  that  appertained  to  his  eafe ;  for  when  he  was 
fea-fick,  flie  would  make  him  clean  ;  {he  would  kill  and  flay  the  dogs  for  their  eating, 
and  drefs  his  meat.  Only  I  think  it  worth  the  noting,  the  continency  of  them  both  ; 
for  the  man  would  never  lliift  hlmfelf,  except  he  had  iirll  caufed  the  woman  to  depart 
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out  of  his  cabin,  and  they  both  v/ere  mofl:  fliamefaced,  left  any  of  their  privy  parts 
ihould  be  difcovered,  either  of  themfelves  or  any  other  body. 

On  Monday  the  6th  of  Auguft,  the  Heutenant  with  all  the  foldiers,  for  the  better 
guard  of  the  miners  and  the  other  things  afliore,  pitched  their  tents  in  the  Countefs's 
Ifland,  and  fortified  the  place  for  their  better  defence  as  well  as  they  could,  and  were  to 
the  number  of  forty  perfons ;  when  being  all  at  labour,  they  might  perceive  upon  the 
top  of  a  hill  over  againft  them  a  number  of  the  country  people,  wafting  with  a  flag, 
and  making  great  outcries  unto  them,  and  were  of  the  fame  company  which  had  en- 
countered lately  our  men  upon  the  other  fhore,  being  come  to  complain  their  late 
lofles,  and  to  entreat  (as  it  feemed)  for  reftitution  of  the  woman  and  child,  which 
•  our  men  in  the  late  conflifl:  had  taken  and  brought  away.  Whereupon  the  general, 
taking  the  favage  captive  with  him,  and  fetting  the  woman  where  they  might  bell 
perceive  her,  in  the  higheft  place  of  the  ifland,  went  over  to  talk  with  them.  This 
captive,  at  his  firfi:  encounter  of  his  friends,  fell  fo  out  into  tears,  that  he  could  not 
fpeak  a  word  in  a  great  fpace  ;  but  after  a  while  overcoming  his  kindnefs,  he  talked  at 
full  with  his  companions,  and  bellowed  friendly  upon  them  fuch  toys  and  trifles  as  we 
had  given  him,  whereby  we  noted  that  they  are  very  kind  one  to  another,  and  greatly 
forrowful  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends.  Our  general,  by  figns,  required  his  five  men 
which  they  took  captive  the  laft  year,  and  promifed  them  not  only  to  releafe  thofe  which 
he  had  taken,  but  alfo  to  reward  them  with  great  gifts  and  friendfhip.  Our  favage 
made  figns  in  anfwer  from  them,  that  our  men  fliould  be  delivered  us,  and  were  yet 
living  ;  and  made  figns  likewife  unto  us,  that  we  fhould  write  our  letters  unto  them, 
for  they  knev/  very  well  the  ufe  we  have  of  writing,  and  received  knowledge  thereof, 
either  of  our  poor  captive  countrymen  which  they  betrayed,  or  elfe  by  this  our  new 
captive,  who  hath  feen  us  daily  write,  and  repeat  again  fuch  words  of  his  language  as  we 
defired  to  learn ;  but  they  for  this  night,  becaufe  it  was  late,  departed  without  any 
letter,  although  they  called  earneflly  in  hafl:e  for  the  fame.  And  the  next  morning  early, 
being  the  7th  of  Auguft,  they  called  again  for  the  letter,  which  being  delivered  unto 
them,  they  fpeedily  departed,  making  figns  with  three  fingers,  and  pointing  to  the  fun, 
that  they  meant  to  return  within  three  days,  until  which  time  we  heard  no  more  of 
them,  and  about  the  time  appointed  they  returned,  in  fuch  fort  as  you  fliall  after- 
wards hear. 

This  night,  becaufe  the  people  were  very  near  unto  us,  the  lieutenant  caufed  the 
trumpet  to  found  a  call,  and  every  man  in  the  ifland  repairing  to  the  enfign,  he  put 
them  in  mind  of  the  place,  fo  far  from  their  country  wherein  they  lived,  and  the 
danger  of  a  great  multitude  which  they  were  fubjefk  unto,  if  good  watch  and  ward 
were  not  kept  ;  for  at  every  low-water  the  enemy  might  come  almoft  dry-foot  from 
the  main  unto  us  :  wherefore  lie  willed  every  man  to  prepare  him  in  good  readinefs 
upon  all  fudden  occafions  j  and  fo  giving  the  watch  their  charge,  the  company  departed 
to  reft. 

I  thought  the  captain's  letter  well  worth  remembering,  not  for  the  circumftance  of 
curious  inditing,  but  for  the  fubftance  and  good  meaning  therein  contained,  and  there- 
fore havere  peated  here  the  fame,  as  by  himfelf  it  was  haftily  written. 

The  Form  of  M.  Martin  Frobiflicr's  Letter  to  the  Englifti  Captives. 

"  IN  the  name  of  God,  in  whom  we  all  behcve,  who  (I  truft)  hath  preferved  your 
bodies  and  fouls  amongft  thcfc  infidels,  I  commend  me  unto  you.     I  will  be  glad  to 

feek 
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feek  by  all  means  you  can  devife  for  your  deliverance,  cither  with  force  or  with  any 
commodities  within  my  (hips,  which  I  will  not  fpare  for  your  fakes,  or  any  thing  clfe 
I  can  do  for  you.  I  have  aboard  of  theirs,  a  man,  a  woman,  and  a  child,  which  I 
am  contented  to  deliver  lor  you  ;  but  the  man  which  I  carried  away  from  hence  the 
laft  year,  is  dead  in  England.  Moreover  you  may  declare  unto  them,  that  if  they  de- 
liver you  not,  I  will  not  leave  a  man  alive  in  their  country.  And  thus,  if  one  of  you 
can  come  to  fpeak  with  me,  they  fliall  have  either  the  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  pawn 
for  you.  And  thus  unto  God,  whom  I  truft  you  do  ferve,  in  hafte  I  leave  you, 
and  to  him  we  will  daily  pray  for  you.  This  Tuefday  morning  the  7th  Auguft, 
Anno  1577. 

Your's  to  the  uttermofl  of  my  power, 

Martin  Frobisher. 
"  I  have  fent  you  by  thefe  bearers,  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  write  back  unto  me  again, 
if  perfonally  you  cannot  come,  to  certify  me  of  your  eftate." 

Now  had  the  general  altered  his  determination  for  going  any  farther  into  the  ftreights  at 
this  time,  for  any  further  dilcoveryof  the  paffage,  having  taken  a  man  and  woman  of  that 
country,  which  he  thought  (ufficient  for  the  ufe  of  language  ;  and  having  alfo  met  with 
thefe  people  here,  which  intercepted  his  men  laft  year,  (as  the  apparel  and  Englifh 
furniture  which  was  found  in  their  tents  very  well  declared,^)  he  knew  it  was  but  a 
labour  loft  to  feek  them  further  off",  when  he  had  found  them  there  at  hand.  And 
confidering  alfo  the  fnort  time  he  had  in  hand,  he  thought  it  beft  to  bend  his  whole 
endeavour  for  the  getting  of  mine,  and  to  leave  the  paffage  further  to  be  difcovered 
hereafter.  For  his  commifTion  direfted  him  in  this  voyage,  only  for  the  fearching  of 
the  ore,  and  to  defer  the  further  difcovery  ot  the  paiTage  until  another  time. 

On  Thurfday  the  9th  of  Auguft,  we  began  to  make  a  fmall  fort  for  our  defence,  in 
the  Countefs's  Ifland,  and  entrenched  the  corner  of  a  cliff",  which  on  three  parts,  like  a 
wall  of  good  height,  was  encompaifcd  and  well  fenced  with  the  fea,  and  we  finiflied  the 
reft  with  calks  of  the  earth  to  good  purpofe,  and  thisw  as  called  Beft's  Bulwark,  after 
the  lieutenant's  name,  \\ho  firft  devifed  the  fame.  This  was  done,  for  that  we  fufpeded 
more,  left  the  defperate  men  might  opprefy  us  with  multitude,  than  any  fear  we  had 
of  their  force,  weapons,  or  policy  of  battle  :  but  as  wifdom  would  us  in  fuch  a  place, 
fo  far  from  home,  not  to  be  of  ourfelves  altogether  carelefs  ;  fo  the  figns  which  our 
captive  made  unto  us,  of  the  coming  down  of  his  Governor  or  Prince,  which  he  called 
Catchoe,  gave  us  occafion  to  forefee  what  might  enfue  thereof;  for  he  fliewed  by 
figns,  that  this  Catchoe  was  a  man  of  higher  ftature  far  than  any  of  our  nation  is,  and  he' 
is  accuftomed  to  be  carried  upon  men's  ffioulders. 

About  midnight  the  lieutenant  caufed  a  falfe  alarm  to  be  given  in  the  ifland,  to  prove 
as  well  the  readinefs  of  the  company  there  aftiore,  as  alio  what  help  might  be  hoped 
for  upon  the  fudden,  if  need  fo  required,  and  every  part  was  found  iu  good  readinefs 
upon  fuch  a  fudden. 

Saturday  the  i  ith  of  Auguft,  the  people  fliewed  themfelves  again,  and  called  unto  us 
from  the  fide  ot  a  hill  over  againft  us.  The  general  (with  good  hope  to  hear  of  hi-;  men, 
and  to  have  anlwer  of  his  letter)  went  over  unto  them,  where  they  prefeuted  themfelves, 
not  above  three  in  fight,  but  were  hidden  indeed  in  great  numbers  behind  the  rocks, 
and  making  figns  of  delay  with  us,  to  entrap  fome  of  us  to  redeem  their  own,  did 
only  feek  advantage  to  train  our  boat  about  a  point  of  land  from  fight  of  our  com- 
pany :  whereupon  our  men  juftly  fufpefting  them,  kept,  aloof  without  their  danger, 
and  yet  fet  one  of  our  company  alhore»  which  took  up  a  great  bladder  which  one  of 
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them  offered  us,  and  leaving  a  looking-glafs  in  the  place,  came  into  the  boat  again. 
In  the  mean  while  our  men,  which  Hood  in  the  Countefs's  Ifland  to  behold,  who  might 
better  difcern  them  than  thofe  in  the  boat,  by  reafon  they  were  on  higher  ground, 
made  a  great  outcry  unto  our  men  in  the  boat,  for  that  they  faw  divers  of  the  favages 
creeping  behind  the  rocks  towards  our  men ;  whereupon  the  general  prefcntly  returned 
without  tidings  of  his  men. 

Concerning  this  bladder  which  we  received,  our  captive  made  figns  that  it  was  given 
him  to  keep  water  and  drink  in  ;  but  we  fufpefted  rather  it  was  given  him  to  fwim. 
and  fliift  away  withal,  for  he  and  the  woman  fought  divers  times  to  efcape,  having 
loofed  our  boats  from  a-ftern  our  fliips,  and  we  never  a  boat  left  to  purfue  them 
withal,  and  had  prevailed  very  far,  had  they  not  been  very  timely  efpied  and  pre- 
vented therein. 

After  our  general's  coming  away  from  them,  they  muflered  themfelves  in  our  fight 
upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  to  the  number  of  twenty  in  a  rank,  all  holding  hands  over  their 
heads,  and  dancing  with  great  noife  and  fongs  together ;  we  fuppofed  that  they  made 
this  dance  and  (hew  for  us  to  underftand,  that  we  might  take  view  of  their  whole 
companies  and  force,  meaning  belike  that  we  fhould  do  the  fame.  And  thus  they 
continued  upon  the  hill  tops  until  night,  when  hearing  a  piece  of  our  great  ordnance, 
which  thundered  in  the  hollownefs  of  the  high  hills,  it  made  unto  them  fo  fearful  a 
noife,  that  they  had  no  great  will  to  tarry  long  after.  And  this  was  done  more  to 
make  them  know  our  force,  than  to  do  them  any  hurt  at  all. 

On  Sunday  the  12th  of  Auguft,  Captain  Fenton  trained  the  company,  and  made 
the  foldiers  maintain  fkirmifli  among  themfelves,  as  well  for  their  exercife  as  for  the 
country  people  to  behold  in  what  readinefs  our  men  were  always  to  be  found ;  for  it 
was  to  bethought  that  they  lay  hid  in  the  hills  thereabouts,  and  obferved  all  the  manner 
of  our  proceedings. 

On  Wednefday  the  14th  of  Auguft,  our  general,with  two  fniall  boats  well  appointed, 
for  that  he  fufpefted  the  country  people  to  lie  lurking  thereabouts,  went  up  a  cer- 
tain bay,  within  the  Countefs's  Sound,  to  fearch  for  ore,  and  met  again  with  the  country 
people,  who  fo  foon  as  they  faw  our  men,  made  great  outcries,  and  with  a  white  flag 
made  of  bladders  fewed  together  with  the  guts  and  finews  of  beafts,  wafted  us  amain 
unto  them,  but  fhewed  not  above  three  of  their  company.  But  when  we  came  near 
them,  we  might  perceive  a  great  multitude  creeping  behind  the  rocks,  which  gave  us 
good  caufe  to  fufpefl:  their  traiterous  meaning  ;  whereupon  we  made  them  figns,  that 
if  they  would  lay  their  weapons  afide,  and  come  forth,  we  would  deal  friendly  with 
them,  although  their  intent  was  manifefted  unto  us  :  but  for  all  the  figns  of  friendfhip 
we  could  make  them,  they  came  ftill  creeping  towards  us  behind  the  rocks,  to  gee 
more  advantage  of  us,  as  though  we  had  no  eyes  to  fee  them,  thinking  belike  that 
our  fingle  wits  could  not  difcover  fo  bare  devifes  and  fimple  drifts  of  their's.  Their 
fpokefman  earneftly  perfuaded  us  with  many  enticing  fliews,  to  come  eat  and  fleep  afliore, 
■with  great  arguments  of  courtcfy,  and  clapping  his  bare  hands  over  his  head  in  token  of 
peace  and  innocency,  willed  us  to  do  the  like.  But  the  better  to  allure  our  hungry 
llomachs,  he  brought  us  a  trim  bait  of  raw  flefh,  which  for  fafliion  fake  with  a  boat-hook 
we  caught  into  our  boat :  but  when  the  cunning  eater  perceived  his  firft  cold  morfel  could 
nothing  Iharpen  our  ftomachs,  he  cafl:  about  for  a  new  train  of  warm  liefli  to  procure 
oor  appetites  ;  wherefore  he  caufed  one  of  his  fellows  in  halting  maimer,  to  come  forth 
as  a  lame  man  from  behind  the  rocks  ;  and  the  better  to  declare  his  kindnefs  in  carving, 
he  hoifted  him  upon  his  ihoulders,  and  bringing  him  hard  to  the  water-fide  where  we 
were,  left  him  there  limping,  as  an  eafy  prey  to  be  taken  of  us.     His  hope  was  that  we 
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would  bite  :it  this  bait,  and  fpeedily  leap  afliore  within  their  danger,  whereby  they 
might  have  apprehended  fome  of  us,  to  ranfom  their  friends  home  again,  which  before 
we  had  taken.  The  gentlemen  and  foldicrs  had  great  will  to  encounter  them  afliore; 
but  the  general,  more  careful  by  procefs  of  time  to  win  them,  than  wilfully  at  the 
firft  to  fpoil  them,  would  in  no  wife  admit  that  any  man  (hould  put  himfeif  in  any 
hazard  aOiore,  confidering  the  matter  he  now  intended  was  for  the  ore,  and  not  for 
the  conqueft.  Notwithftanding,  to  prove  this  cripple's  footmanfhip,  he  gave  liberty  for 
one  to  fhoot ;  whereupon  the  cripple  having  a  parting  blow,  lightly  recovered  a  rock, 
and  went  away  a  true  and  no  feigned  cripple ;  and  hath  learned  his  leffon  for  ever 
halting  afore  fuch  cripples  again.  But  his  fellows,  which  lay  hid  before,  full  quickly 
then  appeared  in  their  likenefs,  and  maintained  the  fkirmilh  with  their  flings,  bows,  and 
arrows,  very  fiercely,  and  came  as  near  as  the  water  fuffered  them ;  and  with  as  defpe- 
rate  mind  as  hath  been  feen  in  any  man,  without  fear  of  fliot  or  any  thing,  followed  us 
all  along  the  coaft,  but  all  their  fhot  fell  fiiort  of  us,  and  are  of  httle  danger.  They 
had  belayed  all  the  coafl:  along  for  us,  and  being  difperfed  fo,  were  not  well  to  be 
numbered ;  but  we  might  difcern  of  them  about  a  hundred  perfons,  and  had  caufe  to 
fufpedl  a  greater  number.  And  thus  without  lols  or  hurt  we  returned  to  our  fhips 
again. 

Now  our  work  growing  to  an  end,  and  having,  with  only  five  poor  miners,  and  the 
help  of  a  few  gentlemen  and  foldiers,  brought  aboard  almofl  200  ton  of  ore,  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty  days,  every  man  therewithal  well  comforted,  determined  luftily  to  work 
afrefli  for  a  bone  voyage,  to  bring  our  labour  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  end. 

And  on  Wednefday,  at  night,  being  the  2ifl  of  Auguft,  we  fully  finifhed  the  whole 
W'ork.  And  it  was  now  good  time  to  leave,  for  as' the  men  were  well  wearier",  lb  their 
flioes  and  cloaths  were  well  worn  ;  their  baflcets'  bottoms  torn  out,  their  tools  broken, 
and  the  fiiips  reafonably  well  filled.  Some,  with  over-flraining  themfelves,  received 
hurts  not  ji  little  dangerous,  fome  having  their  bellies  broken,  and  others  their  legs 
made  lame.  And  about  this  time  the  ice"  began  to  congeal  and  freeze  about  our  fhips* 
fides  a-night,  which  gave  us  a  good  argument  of  the  fun's  declining  fouthward,  and  put 
us  in  mind  to  make  more  hafte  homeward. 

It  is  not  a  little  worth  the  memory,  to  the  commendation  of  the  gentlemen  and 
foldiers  herein,  who  leaving  all  reputation  a-part,  with  fo  great  willingnefs  and  with 
courageous  flomachs,  have  themfelves  almofl  overcome  in  fo  fliort  a  time  the  difficulty 
of  this  fo  great  a  labour  ;  and  this  to  be  true,  the  matter,  if  it  be  well  weighed  with- 
out further  proof,  now  brought  home  doth  well  witnefs. 

Thurfday,  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  we  plucked  down  our  tents,  and  every  man  hafted  home- 
ward, and  making  bonfires  upon  the  top  of  the  higheft  mount  of  the  ifland,  and 
marching  with  enfign  difplayed  round  about  the  ifland,  we  gave  a  volley  of  fhot  for  a 
farewell,  in  honour  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Anne  Countefs  of  ^Varwick,  whofe 
name  it  beareth  ;  and  fo  departed  aboard. 

The  23d,  having  the  wind  large  at  weft,  we  fet  fail  from  out  of  the  Countefs's  Sound 
homev;ard,  but  the  wind  calming,  we  came  to  anchor  within  the  point  of  the  fame 
found  again. 

The  24th,  about  three  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  having  the  wind  large  at  weft,  v  e 
fet  fail  again,  and  by  nine  of  the  clock  at  night  we  left  the  Queen's  Foreland  a-fternof 
us,  and  being  clear  of  the  ftreights,  we  bare  further  into  the  main  ocean,  keeping 
our  courfe  more  foutherly,  to  bring  ourfelves  the  fooner  under  the  latitude  of  our  ovi  u 
climate. 

VOL.  xii.  3  y  The 
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The  wind  was  very  great  at  fea,  fo  that  we  lay  a  hull  all  night,  and  had  fnow  half  a 
foot  deep  on  the  hatches. 

From  the  24th  until  the  sSth,  we  had  very  much  wind,  but  large,  keeping  our 
courfe  S.  S.  E.  and  had  like  to  have  loft  the  barks,  but  by  good  hap  we  met  again. 

The  sgtli  the  wind  blew  much  at  north-eaft,  fo  that  we  could  bear  only  a  bunt  of 
our  fore-fail,  and  the  barks  were  not  able  to  carry  any  fail  at  all. 

The  Michael  loft  company  of  us,  and  fhaped  her  courfe  toward  Orkney,  becaufe  that 
way  was  better  known  unto  them,  and  arrived  at  Yarmouth. 

The  30th,  with  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  a  furge  of  the  fea,  the  mafter  of  the 
Gabriel  and  the  boatfwain  were  ftricken  both  overboard  ;  and  hardly  was  the  boatfwain 
recovered,  having  hold  on  a  rope  hanging  overboard  in  the  fea,  and  yet  the  bark  was  laced 
fore  and  after  with  ropes  a  breaft  high  within  board. 

This  mafter  was  called  William  Smith,  being  but  a  young  man  and  a  very  fufficlent 
mariner,  who  being  all  the  morning  before  exceeding  pleafant,  told  his  captain,  he 
dreamt  that  he  was  caft  over-board,  and  that  the  boatfwain  had  him  by  the  hand,  and 
could  not  fave  him  ;  and  fo  immediately  upon  the  end  of  his  tale,  his  dream  came  right 
evilly  to  pafs ;  and  indeed  the  boatfwain  in  like  fort  held  him  by  one  hand,  having 
hold  on  a  rope  with  the  other,  until  his  force  failed,  and  the  mafter  drowned.  We 
at  this  time  reckoned  ourfelves  to  be  about  two  hundred  leagues  from  the  Queen's 
Cape. 

The  laft  of  Auguft,  about  midnight,  we  had  two  or  three  fudden  and  great  flaws 
or  ftorms. 

The  Pxft  of  September,  the  ftorm  was  grown  very  great,  and  continued  almoft  the 
whole  day'  and  night,  and  lying  a  hull  to  tarry  for  the  barks,  our  fliip  was  much  beaten 
with  the  feas,  every  fea  almoft  overtaldng  our  poop,  fo  that  we  were  conftrained  with 
a  bunt  of  our  fail  to  try  it  out,  and  eafe  the  rolling  of  our  fliip.  And  fo  the  Gabriel, 
not  able  to  bear  any  fail  to  keep  company  with  us,  and  our  ihip  being  higher  in  the 
poop,  and  a  tall  fhip,  whereon  the  wind  had  more  force  to  drive,  went  fo  faft  away 
that  we  loft  fight  of  them,  and  left  them  to  God  and  their  good  fortune  of  fea.  The 
fecond  day  of  September,  in  the  morning,  it  pleafed  God  of  his  goodnefs  to  fend  us  a 
calm,  whereby  we  perceived  the  rudder  of  our  fliip  torn  in  twain,  and  almoft  ready 
to  fall  away.  Wherefore  taking  the  benefit  of  the  time,  we  flung  half  a  dozen  of  our 
beft  men  over-board,  who  taking  great  pains  under  water,  driving  planks  and  binding 
with  ropes,  did  well  ftrengthen  and  mend  the  matter,  who  returned  the  moft  part 
more  than  half  dead  out  of  the  water,  and,  as  God's  pleafure  was,  the  fea  was  calm 
until  the  work  was  finiflied.  In  this  voyage  commonly  we  took  the  latitude  of  the 
place  by  the  height  of  the  fun,  becaufe  the  long  day  taketh  away  the  light,  not  only 
of  the  polar,  but  alfo  of  all  other  fixed  ftars.  And  here  the  north  ftar  is  fo  much 
elevated  above  the  horizon,  that  with  the  ftaft'it  is  hardly  to  be  well  obferved,  and  the 
degrees  in  the  aftrolabe  are  too  finall  to  obferve  minutes.  Therefore  we  always  ufed 
the  ftaff  and  the  fun,  as  fitteft  inftrurnents  for  this  ule. 

Having  fpent  four  or  five  days  in  traverfe  of  the  feas  with  contrary  wind,  making 
our  foutherly  way  good  as  near  as  we  could,  to  raife  our  degrees  to  bring  ourfelves 
with  the  latitude  of  Scilly,  the  1 1  th  of  September,  about  fix  o'clock  at  night,  the  wind 
came  good  S.  W.  we  veered  ftieet,  and  fet  our  courfe  S.  E. 

The  1 3th,  being  in  the  latitude  of  Scilly,  the  wind  W.  S.  W.  we  kept  our  courfe  E. 
to  run  in  with  the  Sleeve,  or  channel  fo  called,  being  our  narrow  feas,  and  reckoned  us 
fliort  of  ScHly  twelve  leagues. 

Monday, 
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Monday,  the  15th,  about  four  o'clock,  we  began  to  found  with  our  lead,  and  had 
ground  at  fixty-one  fathoms  dcpth,white  fmall  fandy  ground,  and  reckoned  us  upon  the 
back  of  Scilly,  and  fet  our  courfe  K.  by  N.,  E.  N.  E.,  and  N.  E.  among. 

The  1 6th,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  founding,  we  had  fixty  fathoms  oo;^y 
fand,  and  thought  ourfclvcs  thwart  of  St.  George's  Channel  a  little  within  the  banks  ; 
and  bearing  a  fmall  fail  all  night,  we  made  many  foundings,  which  were  about  forty 
fathoms,  and  fo  fhallow  that  we  could  not  tell  well  where  we  were. 

The  17th  we  founded,  and  had  forty  fathoms,  and  were  not  far  off  the  land's-end, 
and  being  within  the  bay,  we  were  not  able  to  double  the  point  with  a  S.  by  E.  way, 
but  were  fain  to  make  another  board,  the  wind  being  at  S.  W.  by  W.  and  yet  could 
not  double  the  point  to  come  clear  of  the  land's-end,  to  bear  along  the  Channel,  and 
the  weather  cleared  up  when  we  were  hard  aboard  the  Ihore,  and  we  made  the  land's- 
end  perfetb,  and  fo  put  up  along  St.  George's  Channel ;  and  the  weather  being  very 
foul  at  fea,  we  coveted  fome  harbour,  becaufe  our  fteerage  was  broken,  and  fo  came 
to  anchor  in  Padftow-road  in  Cornwall.  But  riding  there  a  very  dangerous  road,  we 
were  advifed  by  the  country  to  put  to  fea  again,  and  of  the  two  evils  to  choofe  the  lefs, 
for  there  was  nothing  but  prefent  peril  where  we  rode  ;  whereupon  we  plied  along  the 
channel  to  get  to  Londy,  from  whence  we  were  again  driven  ;  but  being  an  open  road, 
where  our  anchor  came  home,  and  with  force  of  weather  put  to  fea  again,  and  about 
the  23d  of  September  ai-rivcd  at  Milford  Haven  in  Wales,  which  being  a  very  good 
harbour,  made  us  happy  men,  that  we  had  received  fuch  long-defired  fafety. 

About  one  month  after  our  arrival  here,  by  order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  the 
fliip  came  up  to  Brifhow,  where  the  ore  was  committed  to  keeping  in  the  caftle  there. 
Here  we  found  the  Gabriel,  one  of  the  barks,  arrived  in  good  fafety,  who  having 
never  a  man  within  board  very  fufficient  to  bring  home  the  Ihip,  after  the  mafler  was 
loft,  by  good  fortune,  when  fhe  came  upon  the  coall,  met  with  a  fhip  of  Briftow  at  fea, 
which  conduced  her  in  fafety  thither. 

Here  we  heard  good  tidings  of  the  other  bark  alfo,  called  the  Michael,  in  the  north 
parts,  which  was  not  a  little  joyful  unto  us,  that  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  bring  us  to  a  fafe 
meeting  again  ;  and  we  loft  in  all  the  voyage  only  one  man,  befides  one  that  died  at  fea, 
who  was  fick  before  he  came  aboard,  and  was  fo  defirous  to  follow  this  enterprize, 
that  he  rather  chofe  to  die  therein,  than  not  to  be  one  to  attempt  fo  notable  a 
Toyage. 
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THE   THIRD   VOYAGE    OF    CAPTAIN   FROBISHER, 
PRETENDED  FOR  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  CATAYA. 

BY  META  INCOGNITA,  ANNO  DOM.  1578. 

^"^HE  general  being  returned  from  the  fecond  voyage,  immediately  after  his  arrivaf 
in  England,  repaired  with  all  hafte  to  the  Court,  being  then  atWindfor,to  advertif;* 
Her  Majefty  of  his  profperous  proceeding  and  good  fuccefs  in  this  lafl  voyage,  and  of  the 
plenty  of  gold  ore,  and  other  matters  of  importance  which  he  had  in  thefe  feptentrional 
parts  difcovered.  He  was  courteoufly  entertained,  and  heartily  welcomed  of  many 
noblemen  ;  but  efpecially  for  his  great  adventure  commended  of  Her  Majefty,  at  whofe 
hands  he  received  great  thanks,  and  moft  gracious  countenance  according  to  his  deferts. 
Her  Highnefs  alfo  greatly  commended  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  fervice,  for  their 
great  forwardnefs  in  this  fo  dangerous  an  attempt ;  but  efpecially  {he  rejoiced  very  much, 
that  among  them  was  fo  good  order  of  government,  fo  good  agreement,  every  man  fo 
ready  in  his  calling,  to  do  whatever  the  general  fliould  command;  which  due  commen- 
dation gracioufly  of  Her  Majefty  remembered,  gave  fo  great  encouragement  to  all  the 
captains  and  gentlemen,  that  they,  to  continue  Her  Highnefs  fo  good  and  honourable 
opinion  qf  them,  have  fmce  neither  fpared  labour,  limb,  nor  life,  to  bring  this  matter 
(fo  well  begun)  to  a  happy  and  profperous  end.  And  finding  that  the  matter  of  the  gold 
ore  had  appearance,  and  made  fliew  of  great  riches  and  profit,  and  the  hope  of  the 
paflage  to  Catava  by  this  laft  voyage  greatly  increafed.  Her  Majefty  appointed  fpecial 
commiffioners  chofcn  for  this  purpofe,  gentlemen  of  great  judgment,  art,  and  (kiil,  to 
look  thoroughly  into  the  caufe,  for  the  true  trial  and  due  examination  thereof,  and  for 
the  full  handling  of  all  matters  thereunto  appertaining.  And  becaufe  that  place  and 
country  hath  never  heretofore  been  difcovered,  and  therefore  had  no  fpecial  name  by 
which  it  might  be  called  and  known.  Her  Majefty  named  it  very  properly  Meta  Incog- 
nita, as  a  mark  and  bound  utterly  hitherto  unknown.  The  commiffioners,  after  fuffi- 
cient  trial  and  proof  made  of  the  ore,  and  having  underftood  by  fundry  reafons,  and 
fubftantial  grounds,  the  poflibility  and  likehhood  of  the  paffage,  advertiied  Her  Highnefs 
that  the  caufe  was  of  importance,  and  the  voyage  greatly  worthy  to  be  advanced  again. 
Whereupon  preparation  was  made  of  fliips  and  all  other  things  neceflary,  with  fuch 
expedition  as  the  time  of  the  year  then  required.  And  becaufe  it  was  aifuredly  made 
account  of,  that  the  commodity  of  mines  there  already  difcovered,  would  at  the  leaft 
countervail  in  all  refpefts  the  adventurers*  charge,  and  give  further  hope  and  likeli- 
hood of  greater  matters  to  follow,  it  was  thought  needful,  both  for  the  better  guard  of 
thofe  parts  already  found,  and  for  the  further  diicovery  of  the  inland  and  fecrets  of  thofe 
countries,  and  alfo  for  further  fearch  of  the  paffage  to  Cataya  (whereof  the  hope  con- 
tiunally  more  and  more  increafeth),  that  certain  numbers  of  chofeu  foldiers  and  difcreet 
men  for  thofe  purpofes  fhould  be  affigned  to  inhabit  there.  Whereupon  there  was  a 
ftrong  fort  or  houfe  of  timber,  artificially  framed  and  cunningly  deviled,  by  a  notable 
learned  man  here  at  home,  in  fhips  to  be  carried  there,  whereby  thofe  men  that  were 
appointed  to  winter  and  ftay  there  the  whole  winter,  might  as  well  be  defended  from 
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the  danger  of  the  fnow  and  cold  air,  as  alfo  fortified  from  the  force  or  offence  of 
thofe  country  people,  which  perhaps  otherwile  with  too  f;reat  multitudes  might  opprefs 
them.  And  to  this  great  adventure  and  notable  exploit  many  well-minded  and  for- 
ward young  gentlemen  of  our  country  willingly  have  offered  themfelves.  And  firft. 
Captain  Fenton,  lieutenant-general  for  Captain  I'^robifher,  and  in  charge  of  the  com- 
pany with  him  there.  Captain  Beft  and  Captain  Philpot,  unto  whofe  good  difcretions 
the  government  of  that  fervice  was  chiefly  commended ;  who,  as  men  not  regarding  peril 
in  refpedt  of  the  profit  and  common  wealth  of  their  country,  were  willing  to  abide  the 
firfl  brunt  and  adventure  of  thofe  dangers  among  a  favage  and  brutal  kind  of  people, 
in  a  place  hitherto  ever  thought  for  extreme  cold  not  habitable.  The  whole  number 
of  men  winch  had  offered,  and  were  appointed  to  inhabit  Meta  Incognita  all  the  year, 
were  one  hundred  perfons, whereof  forty  fhould  be  mariners  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhips,  thirty 
miners  for  gathering  the  gold  ore  together  for  the  next  year,  and  thirty  foldiers  for 
the  better  guard  of  the  reit,  within  which  lafl  number  are  included  the  gentlemen, 
gold-finers,  bakers,  cai-penters,  and  all  neceffary  perfons.  To  each  of  the  captains  was 
affigned  oncfliip,  as  well  for  the  further  fearching  of  the  coafl  and  country  there,  as 
for  to  return  and  bring  back  their  companies  again,  if  the  neceflity  of  the  place  fo 
urged,  or,  by  mifcarrying  of  the  fleet  the  next  year,  they  might  be  difappointed  of  their 
further  provifion.  Being  therefore  thus  furnifhed  with  all  neceffaries,  there  were  ready 
to  depart  upon  the  faid  voyage  fifteen  fail  of  good  fhips,  whereof  the  W'hole  number 
was  to  return  again  with  their  lading  of  gold  ore  in  the  end  of  the  fummer,  except 
thofe  three  fliips  which  fliould  be  left  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  captains  which  fiiould  in- 
habit there  the  whole  year.  And  being  in  fo  good  readinefs,  the  general  with  all  the 
captains  came  to  the  Court,  then  lying  at  Greenwich,  to  take  their  leave  of  Her  Majefly, 
at  whofe  hands  they  all  received  great  encouragement  and  gracious  countenance.  Her 
Highnefs,  befides  other  good  gifts  and  greater  promifes,  beflowed  on  the  general  a 
fair  chain  of  gold,  and  the  refl  of  the  captains  kiffed  her  hand,  took  their  leave,  and 
departed  every  man  towards  their  charge. 

The  Names  of  the  Ships,  with  their  feveral  Captains. 


In  the  Aide,  being  Admiral,  was  the 

The  Thomas  Alien,  Vice-admiral, 

The  Judith,  Lieutenant-general, 

The  Anne  Francis 

The  Hopewell 

The  Beare 

The  Thomas  of  Ipfwich 

The  Emanuel  of  Exeter 

The  Francis  of  Foy 

The  IVIoon 

Emanuel  of  Bridgewater 

Salomon  of  Wevmouth 

> 

The  Bark  Dennis 
The  Gabriel 
The  Michael 

The  faid  fifteen  fail  of  fhips  arrived  and  met 
amio  1578,  where  the  general  and  the  other  • 
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General,         Captain  Frobifher. 
Yorke. 
Fenton. 
Beft. 
Carew. 
Philpot. 
Tanfield. 
Courtney.. 
Moyles. 
Upcot. 
Newton. 
Randal. 
Kendal. 
-  Harvey. 

Kinnerfley. 

together  at  Harwich  the  a/th  of  IVIay, 
captains  made  view  and  muftered  their 

companies. 
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companies.  And  every  fevcral  captain  received  from  the  general  certain  articles  of 
direftion,  for  the  better  keeping  of  order  and  company  together  in  the  way;  which  articles 
are  as  followeth : 

Imprimis,  to  banifli  fwearing,  vice,  and  card-playing,  and  filthy  communication,  and 
to  ferve  God  twice  a  day,  with  the  ordinary  fervicc  ufiial  in  the  Church  of  England, 
and  to  clear  theglafs,  according  to  the  old  order  of  England. 

The  admiral  fhall  carry  the  light,  and  after  his  light  be  once  put  out,  no  man  to  go 
a-head  of  him,  but  every  man  to  fct  his  fails  to  follow  as  near  as  they  may,  without  en- 
dangering one  another. 

That  no  man  fliall,  by  day  or  by  night,  depart  further  from  the  admiral  than  the 
diftance  of  one  Englifli  mile,  and  as  near  as  they  may,  without  danger  one  of  another. 

If  it  chance  to  grow  thick  and  the  wind  contrary,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  that  the 
admiral  be  forced  to  cad  about,  before  her  cafting  about  flie  Ihall  give  warning,  by 
fjiooting  off  a  piece,  and  to  her  fliall  anfv.er  the  vice-admiral,  and  the  rear-admiral, 
each  of  them  with  a  piece,  if  it  be  by  night  or  in  a  fog ;  and  that  the  vice-admii-al  (hall 
anfwer  firft,  and  the  rear-admiral  lafl. 

That  no  man  in  the  fleet  defcrying  any  fail  or  fails,  give  upon  any  occafionany  chace 
before  he  have  fpoken  with  the  admiral. 

That  every  evening  all  the  fleet  come  up  and  fpeak  with  the  admiral  at  feven  o'clock, 
or  between  that  and  eight  ;  and  if  the  weather  will  not  ferve  them  all  to  fpcak  with 
the  admiral,  then  fome  Ihall  fpeak  with  the  vice-admiral,  and  receive  the  order  of  their 
courfe  of  Mafler  Hall,  chief  pilot  of  the  fleet,  as  he  Ihall  direcl  them. 

If  to  any  man  in  the  fleet  there  happen  any  mifchance,  they  fliall  prefently  fhoot 
off  two  pieces  by  day,  and  if  it  be  by  night,  two  pieces,  and  Ihew  two  lights. 

If  any  man  in  the  fleet  come  up  in  the  night,  and  hail  his  fellow,  knowing  him  not, 
he  fhall  give  him  this  watch-word,  "  Before  the  world  was  God."  The  other  fliall 
anfwer  him  (if  he  be  one  of  our  fleet),  "  After  God  came  Chrifl:  his  Son."  So  that  if 
any  be  found  amongfl:  us,  not  of  our  own  company,  he  that  firft  defcrieth  any  fuch  fail 
or  fails,  fliall  give  warning  to  the  admiral  by  himfelf  or  any  other  that  he  can  fpeak  to, 
that  fails  better  than  he,  being  neareft  unto  him. 

That  every  fliip  in  the  fleet,  in  time  of  fogs,  which  continually  happen  with  little  winds, 
and  moft  part  calms,  Ihall  keep  a  reafonable  noife  with  trumpet,  drum,  or  otherwife,  to 
keep  themfelves  clear  one  of  another. 

If  it  fall  out  fo  thick  or  mifty  that  we  lay  it  to  hull,  the  admiral  fhall  give  warning 
■with  a  piece,  and  putting  out  three  lights  one  over  another,  to  the  end  that  every  man 
may  take  in  his  fails  ;  and  at  his  fetting  of  fails  again  do  the  like,  if  it  be  not  clear. 

If  any  man  difcover  land  by  night,  that  he  give  the  like  warning  that  he  doth  for 
mifchances,  two  lights,  and  two  pieces  ;  if  it  be  by  day  one  piece,  and  put  out  his  flag, 
and  ftrike  all  his  fails  he  hath  abroad. 

If  any  fliip  happen  to  lofe  company  by  force  of  weather,  then  any  fuch  fhip  or  fhips 

fhall  get  her  into  the  latitude  of ,  and  fo  keep  that  latitude  until  they  get  Frif- 

land  ;  and  after  they  be  paft  the  weft  parts  of  Frifland,  they  fhall  get  them  into  the  lati- 
tude of and ,  and  not  to  the  northward  of  — — ;  and  being  once  entered  within 

the  ftreights,  all  fuch  Ihips  fhall  every  watch  fhoot  off  a  good  piece,  and  look  out  well 
for  fmoke  and  fire,  which  thofe  that  get  in  firft,  fhall  make  every  night,  until  all  the 
fleet  be  come  together. 

That  upon  the  fight  of  an  enfign  on  the  maft  of  the  admiral  (a  piece  being  fliot  off), 
the  whole  fleet  fliall  repair  to  the  admiral,  to  underftand  fuch  conference  as  the  general 
is  to  have  with  them. 

If 
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If  wc  chance  t6  meet  with  any  cncniics,  that  four  fliips  fhall  attend  upon  the  admiral, 
viz.  the  Francis  of  Foy,  the  Moon,  the  bark  Dennis,  and  the  Gabriel ;  and  four  upon 
my  lieutenant-general  in  the  Judith,  viz.  the  Hopewell,  the  Armenal,  theBeare,  and  the 
Salomon  ;  and  the  other  four  upon  the  vice-admiral,  viz.  the  Anne  Francis,  theThomas 
of  Ipfwich,  the  Emanuel,  and  the  Michael. 

If  there  happen  any  difordered  perfon  in  the  fleet,  that  he  be  taken  and  kept 
in  fafe  cullody  until  he  may  conveniently  be  brought  on  board  the  admiral,  and  there 
to  receive  fuch  punilhment  as  his  or  their  offences  (liall  deferve, 

By  me,  Martin  Frobisher. 

Having  received  thefe  articles  of  direction,  we  departed  from  Harwich  the  31(1  of 
May,  and  failing  along  the  fouth  part  of  England  weftward,  we  at  length  came  by  the 
coaft  of  Ireland,  at  Cape  Clear,  the  6th  of  June,  and  gave  chace  there  to  a  fmall  bark 
which  was  iuppofed  to  be  a  pirate,  or  rover  on  the  feas ;  but  it  fell  out  indeed  that 
they  were  poor  men  of  Briftow,  who  had  met  with  fuch  company  of  Frenchmen,  as 
had  fpoiled  and  llain  many  of  them,  and  left  the  reft  fo  fore  wounded,  that  they  were 
like  to  perifli  in  the  fea,  having  neither  hand  nor  foot  whole  to  help  themfelves  with, 
nor  viOiuals  to  fuftain  their  hungry  bodies.  Our  general,  who  well  underftood  the 
office  of  a  foldier  and  an  Englilhman,  and  knew  well  what  the  neceffity  of  the  fea 
meaneth,  pitying  much  the  mifery  of  the  poor  men,  relieved  them  with  furgery  and 
falves  to  relieve  their  hurts,  and  with  meat  and  drink  to  comfort  their  pining  hearts ; 
fome  of  them  having  neither  eaten  nor  drank  more  than  olives  and  ftinking  water  in 
many  days  before,  as  they  reported.  And  after  this  good  deed  done,  having  a  large 
wind,  we  kept  our  courfe  upon  the  faid  voyage,  without  flaying  to  take  in  frefh  water, 
or  any  other  provifion,  whereof  many  of  the  fleet  were  not  thoroughly  furnilhed  ;  and 
faihng  towards  the  N.  W.  parts  from  Ireland,  we  met  with  a  great  current  from  out  of 
the  S.  W.  which  caiTied  us,  by  our  reckoning,  one  point  to  the  northward  of  our  faid 
courfe  ;  which  current  feemed  to  us  to  continue  itfelf  towards  Norway,  and  other  the 
N.  E.  parts  of  the  world,  whereby  we  may  be  induced  to  believe,  that  this  is  the  fame 
which  the  Portugals  meet  at  Capo  de  Buona  Speran^a,  where  ftriking  over  from 
thence  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  finding  no  paffage  there  for  the  narrownefs 
of  the  faid  ftreights,  runneth  along  into  the  great  Bay  of  Mexico  ;  where  alfb  having 
a  let  of  land,  it  is  forced  to  ftrike  back  again  towards  the  N.  E.  as  we  not  only  here, 
but  in  another  place  alfo,  further  to  the  north-ward,  by  good  experience  this  year  have 
found,  as  fliall  be  hereafter  in  its  place  more  at  large  declared. 

Now  had  we  failed  about  fourteen  days  without  fight  of  any  land,  or  any  other  living 
thing  except  certain  fowls,  as  wilmots,  noddies,  gulls,  &c.  which  there  feem  only  to 
live  by  fea. 

The  20th  of  June,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  general  defcried  land,  and 
found  it  to  be  Weft  Frizland,  now  named  Weft  England.  Here  the  general  and  other 
gentlemen  went  afhore ;  being  the  firft  known  Chriftians  that  we  have  true  notice  of, 
that  over  fet  foot  upon  that  ground.  And  therefore  the  general  took  poffeflion  thereof 
to  the  ufe  of  our  Ibvereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majefty,  and  difcovered  here  a  goodly 
harbour  for  the  (hips,  where  were  alfo  certain  little  boats  of  that  country.  And  being 
there  landed,  they  efpied  certain  tents,  and  people  of  the  country,  which  were  (as  they 
jjidged)  in  all  forts  very  like  thofe  of  Meta  Incognita,  as  by  the  apparel  and  other 
things  which  we  found  in  their  tents  appeared. 

The  favage  and  fimple  people,  fo  foon  as  they  perceived  our  men  coming  toward 
them  (fuppofing  there  had  been  no  other  world  but  theirs),  fled  fearfully  away,  as  men 
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much  amazed  at  fo  ftrange  a  fight,  and  creatures  of  human  fliape,  fo  far  in  Jipparel, 
complexion,  and  other  things,  different  from  themfelves.  They  left  in  their  tents  all 
their  furniture  for  hafte  behind  them,  where  amongfl  other  things  were  found  a  box 
of  fmall  nails,  and  certain  red  herrings,  boards  of  fir-tree  well  cut,  with  divers  other 
things  artificially  wrought,  whereby  it  appeareth  that  they  have  trade  with  fome  civil 
people,  or  elfe  are,  indeed,  themfelves  artificial  workmen. 

Our  men  brought  away  with  them  only  two  of  their  dogs,  leaving  in  recompence  bells; 
looking-glaffes,  and  divers  of  our  country  toys  behind  them. 

The  country,  no  doubt,  promifeth  good  hope  of  great  commodity  and  riches,  if  it 
may  be  well  difcovered.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  this  Weft  England  is  firm  land 
with  thenorth-eaft  parts  of  Meta  Incognita,  or  elfe  with  Greenland.  And  their  reafon 
is,  becaufe  the  people,  apparel,  boats,  and  other  things,  are  fo  like  to'theirs.  And  an- 
other reafon  is,  the  multitude  of  iflands  of  ice,  which  lay  between  it  and  Meta  Incognita  ; 
both  argue  that  on  the  north  fide  there  is  a  bay,  which  cannot  be  but  by  the  conjoining 
of  the  two  lands  together. 

And  having  a  fair  and  large  wnd,  we  departed  from  thence  towards  Frobifher's 
Streights,  the  23d  of  June.  But  firfl  we  gave  name  to  a  high  cliff  in  Weft  England, 
the  laft  that  w^s  in  our  fight,  and  for  a  certain  fimilitude,  we  called  it  Charing  Crofs. 
Then  we  bare  foutherly  towards  the  fea,  becaufe  to  the  northwards  of  this  coaft,  we 
met  with  much  driving  ice,  which  by  reafon  of  the  thick  mifts  and  weather  might  have 
been  fome  trouble  unto  us. 

On  Monday  the  laft  of  June,  we  met  with  many  great  whales,  as  they  had  been 
porpoifes. 

This  fame  day  the  Salamander,  being  under  both  her  courfes  and  bonnets,  happened 
to  ftrike  a  great  whale  with  her  full  ftem,  with  fuch  a  blow  tliat  the  fliip  ftood  ftil!, 
and  ftirred  neither  forward  nor  backward.  The  whale  thereat  made  a  great  and  ugly 
noife,  and  caft  up  his  body  and  tail,  and  fo  went  under  water  ;  and  witliin  two  days 
after,  there  was  found  a  great  whale  dead,  fwiraming  above  water,  which  we  fuppofed 
was  that  which  the  Salamander  ftruck. 

The  2d  day  of  July,  early  in  the  morning,  we  had  fight  of  the  Queen's  Foreland, 
and  bare  in  with  the  land  all  the  day,  and  pafling  through  great  quantity  of  ice,  by 
night  were  entered  fomewhat  within  the  ftreights ;  perceiving  no  way  to  pafs  further 
in,  the  whole  place  being  frozen  over  from  the  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  as  it  were, 
with  many  walls,  mountains,  and  bulwarks  of  ice,  choaked  up  the  paffage  and  denied 
vis  entrance.  And  yet  do  I  not  think  that  this  paft^ige  or  fea  hereabouts  is  frozen  over 
at  any  time  of  the  year  ;  albeit  it  feemed  fo  unto  us  by  the  abundance  of  ice  gathered 
together,  which  occupied  the  whole  place  ;  but  I  do  rather  fuppofe  thefe  ice  to  be 
bred  in  the  hollow  founds  and  freftiets  thereabouts,  which  by  the  heat  of  the  fummer's 
fun,  being  loofe,  do  empty  themfelves  with  the  ebbs  into  the  fea,  and  fo  gather  in  great 
abundance  there  together. 

And  to  fpeak  fomewhat  here  of  the  ancient  opinion  of  the  frozen  fea  in  thefe  parts ; 
I  do  think  it  to  be  rather  a  bare  conjefture  of  men,  than  that  ever  any  man  hath 
made  experience  of  any  fuch  fea;  and  that  which  they  fpeak  of  Mare  Glaciale,  may  be 
truly  thought  to  be  fpoken  of  thefe  parts,  for  this  may  well  be  called  indeed  the  icy 
fea,  but  not  the  frozen  fea,  for  no  fea  confifting  cJf  falt-water  can  be  frozen  ;  as  I 
have  more  at  large  herein  fhewed  my  opinion  in  my  fecond  voyage,  for  it  feemeth  im- 
poffible  for  any  fea  to  be  frozen  which  hath  its  courfc  of  ebbing  and  flowing,  efpe- 
cially  in  thofe  places  where  the  tides  do  ebb  and  flow  above  ten  fathoms.  And  alio  all 
thefe  aforefaid  ice,  which  we  fometimcs  met  one  hundred  miles  from  land, being  gathered 
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out  of  the  fait  fea,  are  in  tafle  frefli,  and  being  diffolved,  become  fvveet  and  whole- 
fome  water. 

And  the  caufe  why  this  year  we  have  been  more  cumbered  with  ice,  than  at  other 
times  before,  may  be  by  reafon  of  the  eaflerly  and  foutherly  winds,  which  brought  us 
more  timely  hither  than  we  looked  for ;  which  blowing  from  the  fea  direftlv  upon  the 
place  of  our  {freights,  have  kept  in  the  ice,  and  not.fuifered  them  to  be  carried  out  to 
the  main  fea,  where  they  would  in  more  fliort  time  have  been  dilfolved.  And  all  thefe 
fleeting  ice  are  not  only  fo  dangerous  in  that  they  wind  and  gather  fo  near  together, 
that  a  man  may  pafs  fometimes  ten  or  twelve  miles  as  it  were  upon  one  firm  iiland  of 
ice;  but  alfo  for  that  they  open  and  flint  together  in  fuch  fort  with  the  tidis  and  fea- 
gate,  that  whilft  one  fliip  followeth  the  other  with  full  fails,  the  ice  which  was  open  to 
the  foremoft,  will  join  and  clofe  again  before  the  latter  can  follow  the  firfl,  whereby 
many  times  our  fliips  were  brought  into  great  danger,  as  being  not  able  fo  fuddenly  to 
take  in  our  fails,  or  ftay  the  fwift  way  of  our  fliips. 

We  were  forced  many  times  to  (tern  and  ftrike  great  rocks  of  ice,  and  fo  as  it  were 
make  way  through  mighty  mountains.  By  fuch  means  fome  of  the  fleet,  where  they 
found  the  ice  open,  entered  in,  and  pafled  fo  far  within  the  danger  thereof  with  con- 
tinual defire  to  recover  their  port,  that  it  was  the  greatefl:  wonder  of  the  world  that 
they  ever  efcaped  fafe,  or  were  ever  heard  of  again ;  for  even  at  this  prefent  time  we 
mifled  two  of  the  fleet,  that  is,  the  Judith,  wherein  was  the  lieutenant-general,  Captain 
Fenton  ;  and  the  Michael,  whom  both  we  fuppofed  had  been  utterly  loll,  having  not 
heard  any  tidings  of  them  in  more  than  twenty  days  before. 

And  one  of  our  fleet,  named  the  bark  Denis,  being  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen, 
feeking  way  in  amongfl:  thefe  ice,  received  fuch  a  blow  with  a  rock  of  ice,  that  flie 
funk  down  therewith  in  fight  of  the  whole  fleet ;  howbeit  having  fignified  her  danger, 
by  flioothig  off^  a  piece  of  great  ordnance,  new  fuccour  of  other  fliips  came  fo  readily 
unto  them,  that  the  men  were  all  faved  with  boats. 

Within  this  fliip  that  was  drowned,  there  was  parcel  of  our  houfe,  which  was  to  be 
erefted  for  them  that  fliould  fl:ay  all  the  winter  in  Meta  Incognita. 

This  was  a  more  fearful  fpeftacle  for  the  fleet  to  behold,  for  that  the  outrageous 
ftorni  that  prefently  followed,  threatened  them  the  like  fortune  and  danger ;  for  the 
fleet  being  thus  conipaflTed  (as  forefaid)  on  every  fide  with  ice,  havuig  left  much  be- 
hind them,  through  which  they  paflfed,  and  finding  more  before  them  through  which  it 
was  not  poflible  to  pafs,  there  arofe  a  fudden  and  terrible  tempefl:  at  theS.E.which  blowing 
from  the  main  fea  direftly  upon  the  place  of  the  ftreights,  brought  together  all  the  ice  a 
fea-board  of  us  upon  our  backs,  and  thereby  debarred  us  of  returning  back  to  recover 
fea-room  again  ;  fo  that  being  thus  compafled  with  danger  on  every  fide,  fundry  men, 
with  fundry  devifes,  fought  the  beft  way  to  fave  themfelves.  Some  of  the  fliips,  where 
they  could  find  a  place  more  clear  of  ice,  and  get  a  little  birth  of  fea-roofn,  did  take 
in  their  fails,  and  there  lay  adrift.  Other  fome  fallened  and  moored  anchor  upon  a 
great  ifland  of  ice,  and  rode  under  the  lee  thereof,  fuppofing  to  be  better  guarded 
thereby  from  the  outrageous  winds,  and  the  danger  of  the  lefler  fleeting  ice.  And 
again  fome  were  fo  fafl;  fliut  up,  and  compafled  in  among  an  infinite  number  of  great 
countries  and  iflands  of  ice,  that  they  were  fain  to  commit  themfelves  and  their  fliips  to 
the  mercy  of  the  unmerciful  ice,  and  ftrengthened  the  fides  of  their  fliips  with  junks  of 
cable,  beds,  maft:s,  planks,  and  fuch  like,  which  being  hanged  over-board  on  the  fides 
of  their  fliips,  might  the  better  defend  them  from  the  outrageous  fway  and  Itrokes  of 
the  faid  ice.  But  as  in  greatefl:  diftrefs  men  of  bell  valour  are  befl:  to  be  difcerned,  fo 
it  is  greatly  worthy  commendation  and  noting,  with  what  invincible  mind  every  captain 
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encoUrftg;ed  his  company,  and  with  what  incredible  labour  the  painful  mariners  and  poor 
miners  ''unacquainted  with  fuch  extremities),  to  the  everlaftiug  renown  of  our  nation, 
did  overcome  the  brunt  of  thefe  great  and  extreme  dangers :  for  fome,  even  without 
board  upon  the  ice,  and  fome  within  board  upon  the  fides  ot  their  fhips,  having  poles, 
pikes,  pieces  of  timber,  and  oars  in  their  hands,  ftood  almoft  day  and  night  without 
any  reit,  bearing  oft'  the  force  and  breaking  the  fvvay  of  the  ice  with  fuch  incredible 
pain  and  peril,  that  it  was  wonderful  to  behold  ;  which  otherwife  no  doubt  had  ftrickeii 
quite  through  and  through  the  fides  of  their  fliips,  notwithftanding  our  former  provifion; 
for  planks  of  timber,  of  more  than  three  inches  thick,  and  other  things  of  greater 
force  and  bignefs,  by  the  furging  of  the  fea  and  billow,  with  the  ice  were  fhivered  and 
cut  in  funder,  at  the  fides  of  our  fliips  ;  fo  that  it  will  feem  more  than  credible  to  be 
reported  of.  And  yet  (that  which  is  more)  it  is  faithfully  and  plainly  to  be  proved,  and 
that  by  many  fubftantial  witnelles,  that  our  flilps,  even  thofe  of  greateft  burthens,  with 
the  meeting  of  the  contrary  waves  of  the  fea,  were  heaved  up  between  iflands  of  ice, 
a  foot  well  near  out  of  the  fea,  above  their  water-mark,  having  their  knees  and  timbers 
within  board  both  bowed  and  broken  therewith. 

And  amidft  thefe  extremes,  whilft  fome  laboured  for  defence  of  the  fhips,  and 
fought  to  fave  their  bodies,  other  fome,  of  more  mild  fpirit,  fought  to  fave  their 
fouls  by  devout  prayer  and  meditation  to  the  Almighty,  thinking,  indeed,  by  no  other 
means  pofiible  than  by  a  divine  miracle  to  have  their  deliverance ;  fo  that  there  was 
none  that  were  either  idle,  or  not  well  occupied,  and  he  that  held  himfelf  in  befl  fecu- 
rity  had  (God  knoweth)  but  only  bare  hope  remaining  for  his  befl  fafety. 

Thus  all  the  gallant  fleet  and  miferable  men,  without  hope  of  ever  getting  forth 
again,  dillreffed  with  thefe  extremities,  remained  here  all  the  whole  night  and  part  of 
the  next  day,  excepting  four  fhips  ;  that  is,  the  Anne  Francis,  the  Moon,  the  Francis 
of  Foy,  and  the  Gabriel,  which  being  fomewhat  a  fea-board  of  the  fleet,  and  being  fafl: 
fliips  by  a  wind,  having  a  more  fcope  of  clear,  tried  it  out  all  the  time  of  the  ftorm 
under  fail,  being  hardly  able  to  hear  a  coafl  of  each. 

And  albeit,  by  reafon  of  the  fleeting  ice,  which  were  difperfed  here  almofl:  the  whole 
fea  over,  they  were  brought  many  times  to  the  extremeft  point  of  peril,  mountains  of 
ice  ten  thoufand  times  efcaping  them  fcaixe  one  inch,  whicli  to  have  ftricken  had  been 
their  prefent  deftruftion,  confidering  the  fwift  courfe  and  way  of  the  fliips,  and  the 
unwieldinefs  of  them  to  ihiy  and  turn  as  a  man  would  wilh  ;  yet  they  efteemed  it  their 
better  fafety,  with  fuch  peril  to  feek  fea-room,  than  without  hope  of  ever  getting 
liberty,  to  lie  flriving  againft  the  ftream,  and  beating  amongft  the  icy  mountains,  whofe 
bignefs  and  monftrous  greatnefs  was  fuch,  that  no  man  would  credit,  but  fuch  as  to 
their  pains  faw  and  felt  it.  And  thefe  lour  fhips,  by  the  next  day  at  noon,  got  out  to 
fea,  and  were  firfl  clear  of  the  jce,  who  now  enjoying  tlieir  own  liberty,  began  anew 
to  forrow  arid  fear  for  their  fellows'  fafeties ;  and  devoutly  kneeling  about  their  main- 
niaft,  they  gave  unto  God  humble  thanks,  not  only  for  themfelvcs,  but  befought  Him 
likewife  highly  for  their  friends'  deliverance:  and  even  now,  whilfl:  aniidil  thefe  extie- 
mities,  this  gallant  fleet  and  vahant  men  were  altogether  overlaboured  and  forewatched, 
with  the  long  and  fearful  continuance  of  the  forefaid  dangers,  it  pleafed  God  with  His 
eyes  of  mercy  to  look  down  from  heaven  to  fend  them  help  in  good  dme,  giving  them, 
the  next  day,  a  more  favourable  wind  at  W.  N.  W.  which  did  not  only  difperfe  and 
drive  forth  the  ice  before  them,  but  alfo  gave  them  liberty  pf  more  fcope  and  fea-roora, 
and  they  were  by  night  of  the  fame  day  following  perceived  of  the  other  four  fhips, 
where,  to  their  greateft  comfort,  they  enjoyed  again  the  fellowfhip  one  of  another. 
Some  in  mending  the  fides  of  their  Iliips  j  fome  in  fetting  up  their  topmalts,  and  mend- 
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ing  their  fails  and  tacklings ;  again,  fome  complaining  of  their  falfc  ftem  borne  away  ; 
fome  in  ftopping  their  leaks ;  fomc  in  recounting  their  dangers  part,  fpent  no  fmall 
time  and  labour :  fo  that  I  dare  well  avouch,  there  were  never  men  more  dangeroufly 
dlftrefled,  nor  more  mercifully  by  God's  providence  delivered  ;  and  hereof  both  the 
torn  fliips,  and  the  wearied  bodies  of  the  men  arrived,  do  bear  mofl  evident  mark  and 
witnefs.  And  now  the  whole  fleet  plied  oft'  to  fea-ward,  refolving  there  to  abide  until 
the  fun  might  confumc,  or  the  force  of  the  wind  difperfe,  thefe  ice  from  the  place  of 
their  paflage ;  and  being  a  good  birth  oft'  the  fliore,  they  took  in  their  fails  and  lay 
adrift. 

The  7tli  of  July,  as  men  nothing  yet  difmayed,  we  call  about  towards  the  inward, 
and  had  fight  of  land,  which  rofe  in  form  like  the  northerland  of  the  ftreights,  which 
fome  of  the  fleet,  and  thofe  not  the  worft:  mariners,  judged  to  be  the  north  foreland  ; 
howbeit,  other  fome  were  of  contrary  opinion ;  but  the  matter  was  not  well  to  be 
difcerned,  by  reafon  of  the  thick  fog  which  for  a  long  time  hung  upon  the  coaft:,  and 
the  new  falling  fnow  which  yearly  akereth  the  ftiape  of  the  land,  and  taketh  away, 
oftentimes,  the  mariners'  marks  ;  and  by  reafon  of  the  dark  miffs  which  continued  by 
the  fpace  of  twenty  days  together,  this  doubt  grew  the  greater  and  the  longer  perilous  : 
for  whereas,  indeed,  we  thought  ourfelves  to  be  upon  the  N.  E.fide  of  Frobilher's 
Streights,  we  were  now  carried  to  the  fouth-wePcwards  of  the  Queen's  Foreland,  and 
being  deceived  by  a  fwift  current  coming  from  the  N.  E.  were  brought  to  the  fouth- 
weftward  of  our  laid  oourfe  many  miles  more  than  we  did  think  pofllble  could  come  to 
pafs ;  the  caufe  whereof  we  have  fmce  found,  and  it  fhall  be  at  large  hereafter 
declared. 

Here  we  made  a  point  of  land,  which  fome  miftook  for  a  place  in  the  ftreights  called 
Mount  Warwick ;  but  how  we  ftiould  be  fo  far  fliot  up  fo  fuddcnly  within  the  faid 
ftreights,  the  experteft  mariners  began  to  marvel,  thinking  it  a  thing  impoffible  that 
they  could  be  fo  far  overtaken  in  their  accounts,  or  that  any  current  could  deceive  thera 
here  which  they  had  not  by  former  experience  proved  and  found  out.  Howbeit,  many 
confeflTed  that  they  found  a  fwifter  courfe  of  flood  than  before  time  they  had  obferved  ; 
and  truly  it  was  wonderful  to  hear  and  fee  the  rufliing  and  noife  that  the  tides  do  make 
in  this  place,  with  fo  violent  a  force,  that  our  fliips,  lying  a-hull,  were  turned  fome- 
times  round  about,  even  in  a  moment,  after  the  manner  of  a  whirlpool,  and  the  noife 
of  the  ftream  no  lefs  to  be  heard  afar  off"  than  the  water-fall  of  London-bridge.  ^ 

But  whilft  the  fleet  lay  thus  doubtful  aniongfl:  great  ftore  of  ice,  in  a  place  they 
knev/  not,  without  fight  of  fun  whereby  to  take  the  height,  and  fo  to  know  the  true 
elevation  of  the  pole,  and  without  any  clear  of  light  to  make  perfeft  the  coaft ;  the 
general,  with  the  captains  and  mafters  of  his  fliips,  began  doubtfully  to  queftion  of  the 
matter,  and  fent  his  pinnace  aboard  to  hear  each  man's  opinion,  and  efpecially  pf  James 
Beare,  mafter  of  the  Anne  Francis,  who  was  known  to  be  a  fufficient  and  flcilful  mari- 
ner, and  having  been  there  the  year  before,  had  well  obferved  the  place,  and  drawn 
out  cards  of  the  coaft.  But  the  rather  this  matter  grew  the  more  doubtful,  for  that 
Chriftopher  Hall,  chief  pilot  of  the  voyage,  delivered  a  plain  and  public  opinion,  in 
the  hearing  of  the  whole  fleet,  that  he  had  never  feen  the  aforefaid  coaft  before,  and 
that  he  could  not  make  it  for  any  place  of  Frobilher's  Streights,  as  fome  of  the  fleet 
fuppofed,  and  yet  the  land  doth  lie  and  trend  fo  like,  that  the  beft  mariners  may  be 
therein  deceived.  ^ 

The  I  oth  of  July,  the  weather  ftill  continuing  thick  and  dark,  fome  of  the  fhips,  in 
the  fog,  loft  fight  of  the  admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  wandering  to  and  fro, 
with  doubtful  opinion  whether  it  were  beft  to  feek  back  again  to  feaward,  through 
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great  ftcre  of  ice,  or  to  follow  on  a  doubtful  courfe  in  a  fea-bay,  or  freights  they  knevr 
not,  or,  along  a  coaft,  wliereof,  by  reafon  of  the  dark  mills,  they  could  not  difcern  the 
dangers,  if  by  chance  any  rock  or  broken  ground  ihould  lie  oft"  the  place,  as  commonly 
in  thefe  paits  it  doth. 

The  vice-admiral.  Captain  Yorke,  confidering  the  forefaid  opinion  of  the  pilot  Hall, 
who  was  with  him  in  the  Thomas  Allen,  having  loH  fight  of  the  fleet,  turned  back  to 
fea  again,  having  two  other  (hips  in  company  with  him. 

Alfo,  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis,  having  alfo  loft  company  of  the  fleet,  and  being 
all  alone,  held  it  for  beft  to  turn  it  out  again  to  fea,  until  they  might  have  clear  weather 
to  take  the  fun's  altitude,  and  with  incredible  pain  and  peril  got  out  of  the  doubtful 
place  into  the  open  fea  again,  being  fo  narrowly  diftrelTed  by  the  way,  by  means  of 
continual  fog  and  ice,  that  they  were  many  times  ready  to  leap  upon  an  ifland  of  ice 
to  avoid  the  prefent  danger,  and  fo  hoping  to  prolong  hfe  a  while,  meant  rather  to  die 
a  pining^  death. 

Some  hoped  to  fave  themfelves  on  chefts,  and  fome  determined  to  tie  the  hatches  of 
the  fliip  together,  and  to  bind  themfelves,  with  their  furniture,  faft  thereon,  and  fo  to 
be  towed  with  the  Ihip-boat  afhore,  which  ctherwife  could  not  receive  half  of  the  com- 
pany ;  by  which  means,  ii  happily  they  had  arrived,  they  fliould  either  have  periflied 
for  lack  of  food  to  eat,  or  elfe  fliouid  themfelves  have  been  eaten  of  thofe  ravenous, 
bloody,  and  men-eating  people. 

The  reft  of  the  fleet  following  the  courfe  of  the  general,  which  led  them  the  way, 
paffed  up  above  60  leagues  within  the  faid  doubtful  and  fuppofed  ftreights,  having 
always  a  fair  continent  upon  their  ftarboard  fide,  and  a  continuance  ftill  of  an  open  fea 
before  them. 

The  general,  albeit  with  the  firft  perchance  he  found  out  the  error,  and  that  this 
was  not  th"e  old  ftreights  ;  yet  he  perfuaded  the  fleet  always  that  they  were  in  their  right 
courfe,  and  known  ftreights.  Howbeit,  I  fuppofe,  he  rather  diflembled  his  opinion 
therein  thali  otherwife,  meaning  by  that  policy  (being  himfelf  led  with  an  honourable 
defire  of  further  difcovery)  to  induce  the  fleet  to  follow  him,  to  fee  a  further  proof  of 
that  place ;  and,  as  fome  of  the  company  reported,  he  hath  fince  confefl"ed,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  charge  and  care  he  had  of  the  fleet  and  fraughted  fliips,  he  both 
would  and  could  have  gone  through  to  the  South  Sea,  and  diflblved  the  long  doubt  of 
the  paflTage  which  we  feek  to  find  to  the  rich  country  of  Cataya. 

I .  Of  which  miftaken  ftreights,  confidering  the  circumftance,  we  have  great  caufe 
to  confirm  our  opinion,  to  like  and  hope  well  of  the  paffage  in  this  place ;  for  the 
forefaid  bay  or  fea,  the  further  we  failed  therein,  the  wider  we  found  it,  with  great 
likelihood  of  endlefs  continuance :  and  where  in  other  places  we  were  much  troubled 
with  ice,  as  in  the  entrance  of  the  fame,  fo,  after  we  had  failed  50  or  60  leagues 
therein,  we  had  no  let  of  ice,  or  other  thing  at  all,  as  in  other  places  we  found. 

a,  Alfo  this  place  feemeth  to  have  a  marvellous  great  indraft,  and  draweth  unto  it 
moft  of  the  drift  ice,  and  other  things  which  do  float  in  the  fea,  either  to  the  north  or 
eaftward  of  the  fame,  as  by  good  experience  w6  have  found. 

3.  For  here  alfo  we  met  with  boards,  laths,  and  divers  other  things,  driving  in  the 
fea,  which  was  of  the  wreck  of  the  fliip  called  the  bark  Denis,  which  perifhed  amongft: 
the  ice  as  forefaid,  being  loft  at  the  firft  attempt  of  the  entrance,  overthwart  the 
Ouecn's  Foreland,  in  the  mouth  of  Frobifher's  Strcights^  which  could  by  no  means 
have  been  fo  brought  thither,  neither  by  wind  nor  tide,  being  loft  fo  many  leagues  oflf, 
if  by  force  of  the  faid  current  the  fame  had  not  been  violently  brought ;  for  if  the  fame 
had  been  brought  thither  by  tide  of  flood,  look  how  far  the  faid  flood  had  carried  it, 
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the  ebb  would  have  recarried  it  as  far  back  again ;  and  by  the  wind  it  could  not  fo 
come  to  pafs,  becauie  it  was  then  fonietinie  calm,  and  moft  times  contrary. 

And  fome  mariners  do  affirm,  that  they  have  diligently  obferved,  that  there  runneth 
in  this  place  nine  hours  flood  to  three  ebb  ;  which  may  thus  come  to  pafs  by  force  of 
the  faid  current :  for  whereas  the  fea,  in  mofl  places  of  the  world,  doth  more  or  lefs 
ordinarily  ebb  and  flow  once  every  twelve  hours,  with  fix  hours  ebb  and  fix  hours  flood  ; 
fo  alfo  would  it  do  there,  were  it  not  for  the  violence  of  this  hafliening  current,  which 
forceth  the  flood  to  make  appearance  to  begin  before  his  ordinary  time  one  hour  and  a 
half,  and  alfo  to  continue  longer  than  his  natural  courfe  by  another  hour  and  a  half, 
until  the  force  of  the  ebb  be  fo  great,  that  it  will  no  longer  be  refifl:ed  ;  according  to  the 
faying,  Naturam  expellas  fiircci  licet,  itjque  recurrit.  Although  nature  antl  natural 
courfe  be  forced  and  refilled  never  fo  much,  yet  at  lafl  they  will  have  their  own  fway 
again. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  poflible  that  fo  great  courfe  of  floods  and  current,  fo  high 
fwelling  tides,  with  continuance  of  fo  deep  waters,  can  be  digefted  here  without 
unburdening  themfelves  into  fome  open  fea  beyond  this  place,  which  argueth  the  more 
likelihood  of  the  paflage  to  be  hereabouts :  alfo  we  fuppofe  thefe  great  indrafts  do 
grow  and  are  made  up  by  the  reverberation  and  refleftion  of  that  fame  current,  which, 
at  our  coming  by  Ireland,  met  and  crofl^ed  us,  of  which,  in  the  firfl:  part  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  I  fpake  ;  which  coming  from  the  bay  of  Mexico,  pafling  by  and  wafliing  the 
S.W.  parts  of  Ireland,  reboundeth  over  to  the  N.  E.  parts  of  the  world,  fuch  as  Nor- 
way, Ifland,  &c.  where  not  finding  any  paflage  to  an  open  fea,  but  rather  being  there 
increafed  by  a  new  accefs,  and  another  current  meeting  with  it  from  the  Scythian  fea, 
pafling  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas  wefl:ward,  it  doth  once  again  rebound  back,  by  the 
coaflis  of  Greenland,  and  from  thence  upon  Frobiflier's  Streights,  being  to  the  fouth- 
weftwards  of  the  fame, 

5.  And  if  that  principle  of  philofophy  be  true,  that  Inferiora  corpora  regunttir  afupe- 
rioribus  ;  that  is,  if  inferior  bodies  be  governed,  ruled,  and  carried  after  the  manner 
and  courfe  of  the  fuperiors,  then  the  water,  being  an  inferior  element,  mull  needs  be 
governed  after  the  fuperior  heaven,  and  fo  follow  the  couvie  of  primum  mobile  frora  eafl; 
to  weft. 

6.  But  every  man  that  hath  written  or  confidered  any  thing  of  this  paflage,  hath 
more  doubted  the  return  by  the  fame  way,  by  reafon  of  a  great  downfall  of  water, 
which  they  imagine  to  be  thereabouts  (which  we  alfo  by  experience  partly  find),  than 
any  miftruft  they  have  of  the  fame  paflTage  at  all ;  for  we  find  (as  it  were)  a  great  down- 
fall in  this  place,  but  yet  not  fuch  but  that  we  may  return,  although  with  much  ado  ; 
for  we  were  eafier  carried  in  one  hour,  than  we  could  get  forth  again  in  three.  Alfo, 
by  another  experience  at  another  time,  we  found  this  current  to  deceive  us  in  this  fort ; 
that  whereas  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  15  leagues  oil",  and  lying  a  hull,  we  were  brought 
within  two  leagues  of  the  fliore,  contrary  to  all  expeftation. 

Our  men  that  failed  furthell  in  the  fame  miftaken  Itreights  (having  the  main  land 
upon  their  ftarboard  fide),  affirm  that  they  met  with  the  outlet  or  paflage  of  water, 
which  comerh  through  Frobiflier's  Streights,  and  foUoweth  as  all  one  into  this 
paflage. 

Some  of  our  company  alfo  affirm,  that  they  had  fight  of  a  continent  upon  their  lar- 
board fide,  being  60  leagu^  within  the  fuppofed  ftreights ;  howbeit,  except  certain 
iflands  in  the  entrance  hereof,  we  could  make  no  part  perfefl:  thereof.  All  the  forelaid 
trad  of  land  feemeth  to  be  more  fruitful,  and  better  flored  of  grafs,  deer,  wild  fowl, 
as   partridges,  larks,    fea-mews,    owls,  wilmots,    falcons,    and  tafl'el   gentils,  ravens, 
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bears,  hares,  foxes,  and  other  things,  than  any  other  part  we  have  yet  difcovered, 
and  is  more  populous.  And  here  Luke  Ward,  a  gentleman  of  the  company,  traded 
merchandife,  and  did  exchange  knives,  bells,  looldng-glafles,  &c.  with  thofe  country- 
people,  who  brought  him  fowl,  fifli,  bear-ikins,  and  fuch  like,  as  their  country  yieldeth, 
for  the  fame.  Here  alfo  they  faw  of  thofe  greater  boats  of  the  country,  with  twenty 
perfons  in  a-piece. 

Now  after  the  general  had  bellowed  thefe  many  days  here,  not  without  many  dan- 
gers, he  returned  back  again.     And  by  the  way  of  failing  along  this  coafh  (being  the 
backfide  of  the  fuppofed  continent  of  America),  and  the  Queen's  Foreland,  he  per- 
ceived a  great  found  to  go  through  into  Frobifher's  Streights.     Whereupon  he  fent  the 
Gabriel,  the  21  ft  of  July,  to  prove  whether  they  might  go   through  and  meet  again 
with  him  in  the  ftreights,  which  they  did,  and,  as  we   imagined  before,  the  Queen's 
Foreland  proved  an  ifland,  as  I  think  moft  of  thefe  fuppofed  continents  will.    And  fo  he 
departed  towards  the  ftreights,  thinking  it  were  high  time  now  to  recover  his  port,  and  to 
provide  the  fleet  of  their  lading,  whereof  he  was  not  a  httle  careful,  as  fliall  by  the  procefs 
and  his  refolute  attempts  appear.     And  in  his  return  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  he  was 
fo  entangled,  by   reafon  of  the  dark  fog,  amongft  a    number    of  iflands  and  broken 
ground  that  lie  off  this  coaft,  that  many  of  the  Ihips  came  over  the  top  of  rocks,  which 
prefently  after  they  might  perceive  to  lie  dry,  having  not  half  a  foot  water  more  than 
fome  of  their  fliips  did  draw.     And  by  reafon  they  could  not  with  a  fmall  gale  of  wind 
ftem  the  force  of  the  flood,  whereby  to  go  clear  off  the  rocks,  they  were  fain  to  let  an 
anchor  fall  with  two  bent  of  cable  together,  at  an   hundred   and   odd  fathom  depth, 
where  otherwife  they  had  been  by  the  force  of  the  tides  carried  upon  the   rocks  again 
and  periflied :  fo  that  if  God  in  thefe  fortunes,  as  a  merciful  guide,  beyond  the  expec- 
tation of  man,  had  not  carried  us  through,  we  had  furely  periflied  amidft  thefe  dangers  ; 
for  being  many  times  driven  hard  aboard  the  fliore,  without  any   fight  of  land,  until 
we  were  ready  to  make  fliipwreck  thereon,  being  forced  commonly  with   our   boats 
to  found  before  our  Ihips,  left  we  might  light  thereon  before  we  could  difcern  the  fame ; 
it  pleafed  God  to  give  us  a  clear  of  fun  and  light  for  a  ftiort  time,  to  fee  and  avoid 
thereby  the  danger,  having  been  continually  dark  before,  and  prefently  after.     Many 
times  alfo,  by  means  of  fogs  and  currents,  being  driven  near  upon  the  coaft,  God  lent 
us,  even  at  the  very  pinch,  one  profperous  breath  of  wind  or  other,  whereby  to  double 
the  land  and  avoid  the  peril ;  and  when  that  we  were  all  without  hope  of  help,  every 
man  recommending  himfelf  to  death,  and  crying  out,  "  Lord,  now  help   or   never  ; 
now.  Lord,  look  down  from  heaven,  and  fave  us  finners,  or  elfe  our  fafety  cometh 
too  late ;"  even  then  the  mighty  Maker  of  heaven,  and  our  merciful  God,  did  deliver 
us ;  fo  that  they  who  have  been  partakers  of  thefe  dangers,  do  even  in  their  fouls  con- 
fefs,  that  God  even  by  miracle  hath  fought  to  fave  them,  whole  name  be  praifed 
evermore. 

Long  time  now  the  Anne  Francis  had  lain  beating  off  and  on  all  alone  before  the 
Queen's  Foreland,  not  being  able  to  recover  their  port  for  ice,  albeit  they  many  times 
dangeroufly  attempted  it,  for  yet  the  ice  choaked  up  the  paifage,  and  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  enter  ;  and  having  never  feen  any  of  the  fleet  fmce  twenty  days  paft,  when,  by 
reafon  of  the  thick  mifts,  they  were  fevered  in  tlie  miftaken  ftreights,  they  did  now, 
this  prefent  23d  of  July,  overthwart  a  place  in  the  ftreights  called  Hatton's  Headland, 
where  they  met  with  feven  fliips  of  the  fleet  again :  which  good  hap  did  not  only  rejoice 
them  of  themfelves,  in  refpefl:  of  the  comfort  which  they  received  from  fuch  good 
company,  but  efpecially  that  by  this  means  they  were  put  out  of  doubt  of  their  dear 
friends,  whofe  fafeties  long  time  they  did  not  a  little  fafpcd  and  fear. 

At 
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At  their  meeting  they  hailed  the  admiral  after  the  manner  of  the  fea,  and  with  great 
joy  welcomed  one  another  with  a  thunderiuf;  volley  of  fhot.  And  now  every  man 
doclarod  at  large  the  fortunes  and  dangers  which  they  had  pafTed. 

The  24th  ot  July  we  met  with  the  Francis  of  Foy,  who  with  much  ado  fought  way 
back  again  through  the  ice,  from  out  of  the  miflaken  ftrcights,  where,  to  their  great 
peril,  tliey  proved  to  recover  their  port.  I'hey  broug-^it  the  firft  news  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  Captain  York,  who  many  days,  with  themfelves  and  the  BuiTe  of  Bridgcwater, 
was  milfing.  They  reported,  that  they  left  the  vice-admiral  reafonably  clear  of  the  ice, 
but  the  other  (hip  they  greatly  feared,  u'hom  they  could  not  come  to  help,  being  them- 
felves fo  hardly  diftreffed  as  never  men  more,  Alfo  they  told  us  of  the  Gabriel,  who, 
having  got  through  from  the  backfide  and  weftern  point  of  the  Queen's  Foreland  into 
Frobiflier's  Streights,  fell  into  their  company  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

And  upon  the  27th  of  July,  the  fliip  ot  Bridgewater  got  out  of  the  ice,  and  met  with 
the  fleet  which  lay  oif  and  on  under  IJatton's  Headland.  They  reported  of  their  mar- 
vellous accidents  and  dangers,  declaring  their  (hip  to  be  fo  leaky,  that  they  mufl  of 
neceflity  feek  harbour,  having  their  ftem  fo  beaten  within  their  buddings,  that  they  had 
much  ado  to  keep  themfelves  above  water.  They  had  (as  they  fay)  500  ftrokes  at  the 
pump  in  lefs  than  half  a  watch,  being  fcarce  two  hours ;  their  men  being  fo  overwea- 
ried therewith,  and  with  the  former  dangers,  that  they  defired  help  of  men  from  the 
other  (hips.  Moreover,  they  declared  that  there  was  nothing  but  ice  and  danger  where 
they  had  been,  and  that  the  ftreights  within  were  frozen  up,  and  that  it  was  the  moft 
impoffible  thing  of  the  world  to  pafs  up  unto  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound,  which 
was  the  place  of  our  port. 

The  report  of  thefe  dangers  by  thefe  fliips  thus  publifhed  among  the  fleet,  with  the 
remembrance  of  the  perils  part,  and  thofe  prefent  before  their  face,  brought  no  fmall 
fear  and  terror  into  the  hearts  of  many  confiderate  men  ;  fo  that  fome  began  privily  to 
murmur  againfl  the  general  for  this  wilful  manner  of  proceeding.  Some  defired  to  dif- 
cover  fome  harbour  thereabouts,  and  to  refrelTi  themfelves,  and  reform  their  broken 
veiTels  for  a  while,  until  the  north  and  north-weft  winds  might  difperfe  the  ice,  and 
make  the  place  more  free  to  pafs.  Other  fome,  forgetting  themfelves,  fpake  more 
undutifuily  in  this  behalf,  faying,  that  they  had  as  lieve  be  hanged  when  they  came 
home,  as  without  hope  of  fafety  to  feek  to  pafs,  and  fo  to  perilhamongft  the  ice. 

The  general  not  opening  his  cares  to  the  peevilh  palTion  of  any  private  perfon,  but 
chiefly  refpefting  the  accomplifliment  of  the  caufe  he  had  undertaken  (wherein  the  chief 
Teputation  and  fame  of  a  general  and  captain  confifteth),  and  calling  to  his  remem- 
brance the  fliort  time  he  had  in  hand  to  provide  fo  great  a  number  of  fliips  their  loading, 
determined  with  this  refolution  to  pafs  and  recover  his  port,  or  elfe  there  to  bury  him- 
felf  with  his  attempt. 

Notwithft:anding,  fomewhat  to  appeafe  the  feeble  pafllons  of  the  fearfuller  fort,  and 
the  better  to  entertain  time  for  a  feafon,  whilft  the  ice  might  the  better  be  difl*olved,  he 
hailed  on  the  fleet  with  belief  that  he  would  put  them  into  harbour.  Thereupon,,  whilft 
the  fliips  lay  oft"  and  on  under  Hatton's  Headland,  he  fought  to  go  in  with  his  pinnaces 
amongft  the  iflands  there,  as  though  he  meant  to  fearch  for  harbour,  where  indeed 
he  meant  nothing  lefs,  but  rather  fought  if  any  ore  might  be  found  in  that  place,  as 
by  the  fequel  appeared. 

In  the  mean  time,  whilft  the  fleet  lay  thus  doubtful,  without  any  certain  refolution 
what  to  do,  being  hard  aboard  the  lee  fhore,  there  arofe  a  fudden  and  terrible  tempeft 
at  the  S.  S.  E.  whereby  the  ice  began  marvelloufly  to  gather  about  us. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon  every  man,  as  in  fuch  cafe  of  extremity  he  thought  beff,  fought  the 
wifeft  way  tor  his  own  fafety.  The  nioft  part  of  the  fleet,  which  were  farther  fliot  up 
within  the  flreights,  and  fo  far  to  the  leeward,  as  that  they  could  not  double  the  land, 
following  the  courfe  of  the  general,  who  led  them  the  way,  took  in  their  fails,  and  laid 
it  a-huU  amongll  the  ice,  and  fo  pafTed  over  the  florni,  and  had  no  extremity  at  all, 
but  for  a  {hort  time  in  the  fame  place. 

Howbeit  the  other  fliips,  which  plied  out  to  feaward,  had  an  extreme  ftorm  for  a 
longer  feafon  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  place  is  fuch,  that  it  is  fubjetl:  diverfly  to  divers 
winds,  according  to  the  fundry  fituations  of  the  great  Alps  and  mountains  there,  every 
mountain  caufing  afeveral  blafl:,  and  pirrie,  after  the  manner  of  a  levant. 

In  this  ftorm,  being  the  26th  of  July,  there  fell  fo  much  fnow  with  fuch  bitter  cold 
air,  that  we  could  fcarce  fee  one  another  for  the  fame,  nor  open  our  eyes  to  handle 
our  ropes  and  fails,  the  fnow  being  about  half  a  foot  deep  upon  the  hatches  of  our 
fhip,  which  did  fo  wet  through  our  poor  mariners'  clothes,  that  he  that  had  five  or  fix 
fliiks  of  apparel,  had  fcarce  one  dry  thread  to  his  back  ;  which  kind  of  wet  and  cold- 
nefs,  together  with  the  overlabouring  of  the  poor  men  amongll;  the  ice,  bred  no  fmall 
ficknefs  amongft  the  fleet,  which  fomewhat  difcouraged  fome  of  the  poor  men,  who 
had  not  experience  of  the  like  before,  every  man  perfuading  himfelt  that  the  winter 
there  muft  needs  be  extreme,  where  they  found  fo  unfeafonable  a  fummer. 

And  yet  notwithftanding  this  cold  air,  the  fun  many  times  hath  a  marvellous  force 
of  heat  amongfl  thofe  mountains,  infomuch  that  when  there  is  no  breath  of  wind  to 
bring  the  cold  air  from  the  difperfed  ice  upon  us,  we  fhall  be  weary  of  the  bloming 
heat,  and  then  fuddenly  with  a  perry  of  wind,  which  cometh  down  from  the  hollownefs 
of  the  hills,  we  fhall  have  fuch  breath  of  heat  brought  upon  our  faces,  as  though  we 
were  entered  within  fome  bath-ftove  or  hot-houfe,  and  when  the  firft  of  the  perry  and 
blaft  is  part,  we  fhall  have  the  wind  fuddenly  anew  blow  cold  again. 

In  this  ftorm  the  Anne  Francis,  the  Moon,  and  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  who  found 
themfelves  able  to  hold  it  up  with  a  fail,  and  could  double  about  the  cape  of  the  Queen's 
Foreland,  plied  out  to  thefeaward,  holding  it  for  better  policy  and  fafety  to  feek  fea-room, 
than  to  hazard  the  continuance  of  the  ftorm,  the  danger  of  the  ice,  and  the  lee  fliore. 

And  being  uncertain  at  this  time  of  the  general's  private  determinations,  the  weather 
being  fo  dark  that  they  could  not  difcern  one  another,  nor  perceive  which  way  he 
wrought,  betook  themfelves  to  this  courfe  for  the  beft  and  fafeft. 

The  general,  notwithftanding  the  great  ftorm,  following  his  own  former  refolution, 
fought  by  all  means  poflible  by  a  fhorter  way  to  recover  his  port,  and  where  he  faw 
the  ice  never  fo  little  open,  he  got  in  at  one  gap  and  out  at  another,  and  fo  himfelf 
valiantly  led  the  way  through  before,  to  induce  the  fleet  to  follow  after,  and  with  in- 
credible pain  and  peril  at  length  got  through  the  ice,  and  upon  the  3 1  ft  of  July  recovered 
his  long  wiflied  port,  after  many  attempts  and  fundry  times  being  put  back,  and  came  to 
anchor  in  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound,  in  the  entrance  whereof,  when  he  thought 
all  peril  paft,  he  encountered  a  great  ifland  of  ice,  which  gave  the  Aide  fuch  a  blow, 
having  a  little  before  weighed  her  anchor  a  cockbill,  that  flie  ftruck  the  anchor  fluke 
through  the  ihip's  fides  under  the  water,  which  caufed  fo  great  a  leak,  that  with  much 
ado  they  preferved  the  ftiip  from  finking. 

At  their  arrival  here  they  perceived  two  fliips  at  anchor  within  the  harbour,  whereat 
they  began  much  to  marvel  and  greatly  to  rejoice,  for  thofe  they  knew  to  be  the 
Michael,  wherein  was  the  lieutenant-general  Captain  Fenton,  and  the  fmall  bark 
called  tiie  Gabriel,  who  fo  lonf,^  time  were  mifling,  and  never  heai'd  of  before,  whom 
every  man  made  the  lall  reckoning  never  to  hear  of  again. 

Here 
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Here  every  mnn  greatly  rejoiced  of  tiieir  happy  meeting,  and  welcomed  one  another 
after  the  fea  manner,  with  their  great  ordnance.  And  when  each  party  had  ripped  up 
their  fundry  fortunes  and  perils  pad,  they  highly  praifed  God,  and  altogether  upon 
their  knees  gave  him  due,  humble,  and  hearty  thanks  ;  and  mafler  Wolfall,  a  learned 
man,  appointed  by  her  Majefly's  council  to  be  their  minifter  and  preacher,  made  unto 
them  a  godly  fermon,  exhorting  them  efpecially  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  their  flrange 
and  miraculous  deliverance  in  thefe  fo  dangerous  places,  and  putting  them  in  mind  of 
the  uncertainty  of  man's  life,  willed  them  to  make  themfelves  always  ready  as  refolute 
men,  to  enjoy  and  accept  thankfully  whatfoever  adventure  his  divine  Providence 
fliould  appoint.  'I'liis  uiafier  Wolfall  being  well  feated  and  fettled  at  home  in  his  own 
country,  with  a  good  and  large  living,  having  a  pood  honefl;  woman  to  wife,  and  very 
towardly  children,  being  of  good  reputation  among  the  beft,  refufed  not  to  take  in  hand 
this  painful  voyage,  for  the  only  care  hu  had  to  fave  fouls,  and  to  reform  thofe  infidels, 
it  it  were  poffible,  to  Chriilianity  ;  and  alfo  partly  for  the  great  defire  he  had  that  this 
notable  voyage,  fo  well  begun,  might  be  brought  to  perfedion  ;  and  therefore  he  was 
contented  to  Hay  there  the  whole  year,  if  occafion  had  ferved,  being  in  every  neceffary 
atlnon  as  forward  as  the  refolutell  men  of  all.  Wherefore  in  this  behalf  he  may 
rightly  be  called  a  true  pallor  and  minifter  of  God's  word,  which  for  the  profit  of  his 
flock  fpared  not  to  venture  his  own  life. 

But  to  return  again  to  Captain  Fenton's  -  company,  and  to  fpeak  fomewhat  of  their 
dangers  (albeit  they  be  more  than  by  writing  can  be  expreifed),  they  reported  that  from 
the  night  of  the  firft  ftorm,  \v'hich  was  about  the  firft  of  July,  until  feven  days  before 
the  general's  arrival,  which  was  the  26th  of  the  fame,  they  never  faw  one  day  or  hour 
wherein  they  were  not  troubled  with  continual  danger  and  fear  of  death,  and  were  20 
days  alnioft  together  faft  amongft  the  ice.  They  had  their  fhip  ftricken  through  and 
through  on  both  fides,  their  falfe  ftem  borne  quite  away,  and  could  go  from  their  Ihips 
in  fome  places  very  many  miles,  and  might  eafily  have  paffed  from  one  illand  of  ice  to 
another,  even  to  the  rtiore  ;  and  if  God  had  not  wonderfully  provided  for  them  and 
their  necefliiy,  and  time  had  not  made  them  more  cunning  to  feek  Itrange  remedies 
for  ftrange  kinds  of  dangers,  it  had  been  impofiible  for  them  ever  to  have  efcaped  : 
for  among  other  devices,  wherefoever  they  found  any  ifland  of  ice  of  greater  bignefs 
than  the  reft,  (as  there  be  fome  of  more  than  half  a  mile  compafs  about,  and  almoll 
40  fathom  high,)  they  commonly  coveted  to  recover  the  fame,  and  thereof  to  make 
a  bulwark  for  their  defence,  whereon  having  moored  anchor,  they  rode  under  the  lee 
thereof  for  a  time,  being  thereby  guarded  from  the  danger  of  the  leil'er  driving 
ice  ;  but  when  they  muft  needs  forego  this  new  found  fort  by  means  of  other  ice,  which 
at  length  would  undermine  and  compafs  them  round  about,  and  when  that  by  heaving 
of  the  billow  they  were  therewith  likely  to  be  bruifed  in  pieces,  they  ufed  to  make  fafl: 
the  ftiip  unto  the  moft  firm  and  broad  piece  of  ice  they  could  find,  and  binding  her 
nofe  faft  thereunto,  would  fill  all  their  fails,  whereon  the  wind  having  great  power, 
would  force  forward  the  fliip,  and  fo  the  fliip  bearing  before  her  the  ice,  and  fo  one 
ice  driving  forward  another,  lliould  at  length  get  fcope  and  fea  room  ;  and  having  by 
this  means  at  length  put  their  enemies  to  flight,  they  occupied  the  clear  place  for  a 
pretty  feafon  among  fundry  mountains  and  alps  of  ice.  One  there  was  found  by  meafurc 
to  be  65  fathom  above  water,  which  for  a  kind  of  fimilitude  was  called  Salomon's  Porch. 
Some  think  thofe  iilands  eight  times  fo  much  under  water  as  they  are  above,  becaufe 
of  their  monllrous  weight.  But  now  I  remember  I  fliw  very  llrange  wonders,  men 
walking,  running,  leaping,  and  fliooting  upon  the  main  fea,  40  miles  from  any  land, 
without  any  (hip  or  other  veflel  under  them.     Alfo  I  faw  frefl)  rivers  running  amidft 

VOL.  xii.  4  A  the 


546  frobisher's  third  voyage  for 

the  fak  fea  100  miles  from  land,  which  if  any  man  will  not  believe,  let  him  know  that 
many  of  our  company  leaped  out  of  their  fhip  upon  iflands  of  ice,  and  running  there 
up  and  down,  did  flioot  at  butts  upon  the  ice,  and  with  their  calivers  did  kill  great 
feals,  which  ufe  to  lie  and  fleep  upon  the  ice,  and  this  ice  melting  above  at  top  by 
refledion  of  the  fun,  came  down  in  fundry  ftreams,  which  uniting  together,  made  a 
pretty  brook  able  to  drive  a  mill. 

The  faid  Captain  Fenton  recovered  his  port  ten  days  before  any  man,  and  fpent  good 
time  in  fearching  for  mine,  and  he  found  good  ftore  thereof.  He  alio  discovered  abo\it 
ten  miles  up  into  the  countr\',  where  he  perceived  neither  town,  village,  nor  likelihood 
of  habitation ;  but  it  feemeth  ''as  he  faith)  barren,  as  the  other  parts  which  as  yet  we 
have  entered  upon  ;  but  their  vittuals  and  provifions  went  fo  fcant  with  them,  that  they 
had  determined  to  return  homeward  within  feven  days  alter,  if  the  fleet  had  not  then 
arrived. 

The  general,  after  his  arrival  in  the  Countefs's  Sound,  fpent  no  time  in  vain,  but 
immediately  at  his  nrlt  landing  called  the  chief  captains  of  his 'council  together,  imd 
confulted  with  them  for  the  fpeedier  execution  of  fuch  things  as  then  they  had  in  hand. 
As  firft,  for  fearching  and  finding  out  good  mineral  for  the  miners  to  be  occupied  on. 
Then,  to  give  good  orders  to  be  obferved  of  the  whole  company  afhore.  And  laftly,  to 
confider  for  the  erefting  up  the  fort  and  houfe  for  the  ufe  of  them  which  were  to  abide 
there  the  whole  year.  For  the  better  handling  of  thefe  and  all  other  important  caufes 
in  this  fervice,  it  was  ordained  from  her  Majefly  and  the  council,  that  the  general 
Ihould  call  unto  him  certain  of  the  chief  captains  and  gentlemen  in  council,  to  confer, 
confult,  and  determine  of  all  occurrents  in  this  fervice,  whole  names  are  as  they  here 
follow  ; 

f  Fenton. 

I  Yorke. 
Captains  <{  Beft. 

I  Carew. 

I^Philpot. 

And  in  fea  caufes  to  have  as  affiftants,  Chriftopher  Hall  and  Charles  Jackman,  being 
both  very  good  pilots,  and  fufficient  mariners,  whereof  the  one  was  chief  pilot  of  the 
voyage,  and  the  other  for  the  difcovery.  From  the  place  of  our  habitation  weftward, 
mafter  Selman  was  appointed  notary,  to  regifter  the  whole  manner  of  proceeding  in  thefe 
affairs,  that  true  relation  thereof  might  be  made,   if  it  plcafed  her  Majefly  to  require  it. 

The  firfl:  of  Auguft,  every  captain,  by  order  from  the  general  and  his  council,  was 
commanded  to  bring  alhore  unto  the  Countefs's  Ifland,  all  fuch  gentlemen,  fokliers,  and 
miners,  as  were  imder  their  charge,  with  fuch  provifion  as  they  had  of  viduals,  tents^ 
and  things  necelTary  for  the  fpeedy  getting  together  ot  mine,  and  freight  for  the  fhips. 

The  mufter  of  the  men  being  taken,  and  the  viftuals  with  all  other  things  viewed  and 
confidered,  every  man  was  fet  to  his  charge,  as  his  place  and  oiHce  required.  The 
miners  were  appointed  where  to  work,  and  the  mariners  difcharged  their  fhips. 

Upon  the  2d  of  Auguft,  were  publiflied  and  proclaimed  upon  the  Countcfs  of 
Warwick's  Ifland,  with  found  of  trmnpet,  certain  orders  by  the  general  and  his  council, 
appointed  to  be  obferved  of  the  company  during  the  time  of  their  abiding  there. 

In  the  mean  time,  whilft  the  mariners  plied  their  work,  the  captains  fought  out  new 
mines,  the  gold-fincrs  made  trial  of  the  ore,  the  mariners  difcharged  their  fhips,  the 
gentlemen  for  example  fake  laboured  heartily,  and  honeftly  encouraged  the  inferior 
fort  to  work.  So  that  the  fmall  time  of  that  little  leifure  that  was  left  to  tarry  was  not 
Ipent  in  vaiii. 

The 
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The  2d  of  Auguft,  the  Gabriel  arrived,  who  came  froni  the  vice-admiral,  and  being; 
diftreffed  fore  with  ice,  put  into  harbour  near  unto  Mount  Oxford,  and  now  was 
the  whole  fleet  arrived  fafely  at  their  port,  excepting  four,  befides  the  fliij)  that  was  lofl  j 
that  is,  the  Thomas  Allen,  the  Anne  Francis,  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  and  the  Moon, 
whofe  abfence  was  fome  let  unto  the  works  and  other  proceedings,  as  well  for  that  thefe 
fhips  were  furniflied  with  the  better  fort  of  miners,  as  with  other  provifion  for  the 
habitation. 

The  9th  of  Auguft,  the  general,  with  the  captains  of  his  council,  aflembled  together, 
and  began  to  coniider  and  take  order  for  the  erefting  up  of  the  houfe  or  fort  for  them 
that  were  to  inhalrit  there  the  whole  year,  and  that  prefently  the  mafons  and  carpenters 
might  go  in  hand  therewith.  I'irfl;,  therefore,  they  perufed  the  bills  of  lading,  that 
every  man  received  into  his  fliip,  and  found  that  there  was  arrived  only  the  eafl  fide  and 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  yet  not  that  perfect  and  entire,  for  many  pieces 
thereof  were  ufed  for  fenders  in  many  fhips,  and  fo  broken  in  pieces,  wliilfl  they  were 
diftrefled  in  the  ice.  Alfo  after  due  examination  had,  and  true  account  taken,  thefe 
was  found  want  of  drink  and  fuel  to  ferve  one  hundred  men,  which  was  the  number  ap- 
pointed firfl  to  inhabit  there,  becaufe  their  greateft  flore  was  in  the  fliips  which  were  not 
yet  arrived.  Then  Captain  Fenton,  feeing  the  fcarcity  of  the  neceflary  thino-s  afore- 
laid,  was  contented,  and  offered  himfelf  to  inhabit  there  with  60  men.  Whereupon 
they  caufed  the  carpenters  and  mafons  to  come  before  them,  and  demanded  in  what  time 
they  would  take  upon  them  to  erect  up  a  lefs  houfe  for  fixty  men.  They  required  eight 
or  nine  weeks,  if  there  were  timber  fufficient,  whereas  now  they  had  but  26  davs  in  all  to 
remain  in  that  country.  Wherefore  it  was  fully  agreed  upon,  and  refolved  by  the 
general  and  his  council,  that  no  habitadon  fliould  be  there  that  year.  And  therefore 
they  willed  maftcr  Selman  the  regifter,  to  fet  down  this  decree,  with  all  their  confents 
for  the  better  fotisfying  of  her  Majefty,  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  the  adventurers. 

The  Anne  Francis,  fince  fhe  was  parted  from  the  fleet,  in  the  laft  fl:orm  before  fpoken 
of,  could  never  recover  above  five  leagues  within  the  flreights,  the  wind  being  fome- 
time  contrary,  and  niofl:  times  the  ice  compafling  of  them  round  about ;  and  from  that 
time,  being  about  the  27th  of  July,  they  could  neither  hear  nor  have  fight  of  any  of  the 
fleet,  until  the  3d  of  Auguft,  when  they  defcried  a  fail  near  unto  Mount  Oxford  with 
whom  when  they  had  fpoken,  they  could  underhand  no  news  of  any  of  the  fleet  at  all  • 
and  this  was  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  who  had  lain  beadng  oifand  on  at  fea  with  very  foul 
weather  and  contrary  winds  ever  fince  that  forefaid  ftorm,  without  fight  of  any  man. 
They  kept  company  not  long  together,  but  were  forced  to  lofe  one  another  aoain  •  the 
Moon  being  confort  always  with  the  Anne  Francis,  and  keeping  very  good  company 
plied  up  together  into  the  fi:reights,  with  great  defire  to  recover  their  long  wiflied  port. 
And  they  attempted  as  often,  and  paflTed  as  for  as  poflible  the  wind,  weather,  and  ice  gave 
them  leave,  which  commonly  they  found  very  contrary  ;  for  when  the  weather  was 
clear  and  without  fog,  then  commonly  the  wind  was  contrary  ;  and  when  it  was 
either  eafl:erly  or  foutherly,  which  would  ferve  their  turns,  then  had  they  fo  great  a 
fog  and  dark  mid  therewith,  that  either  they  could  not  difcern  way  throunh  the 
ice,  or  elfe  the  ice  lay  fo  thick  together,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  pafs  •  and 
on  the  other  fide,  when  it  was  calm,  the  tides  had  force  to  bring  the  ice  fo  fuddenlv 
about  them,  that  commonly  then  they  were  mofl  diftreflTed  therewith,  having  no  wind 
to  carry  them  from  the  danger  thereof. 

By  the  6th  of  Auguft,  being   with  much   ado  got   up  as  high  as  Leiccfler  Point 
they  had  good  hope  to  find  the  fouthern  fhore  clear,  and  fo  pafs  up  toward  their  port  ' 
but  being  there  becalmed,  and  lying  a  hull  openly  upon  the  great  bay  which  cometh 
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out  of  the  miftaken  ftreights  before  fpoken  of,  they  were  fo  fuddenly  conipaffed  with  ice 
round  about,  by  means  of  the  fwift  tides  which  run  in  that  place,  that  they  were  uevec 
afore  fo  hardly  befet  as  now  ;  and  in  fceking  to  avoid  thefe  dangers  in  the  dark  weather, 
the  Anne  Francis  lofl  fight  of  the  other  two  ihips,  who  being  likewife  hardly  diftreffed, 
fignified  their  d;inger,  as  they  fmce  reported,  by  Ihooting  off  their  ordnance,  which  ihe 
other  could  not  hear,  nor  if  they  had  heard  could  have  given  them  any  remedy,  behig 
fo  bufi'y  occupied  to  wind  themielves  out  of  their  own  troubles. 

The  lieeboat  called  the  iVloon,  was  here  heaved  above  the  water  with  the  force  of 
the  ice,  and  received  a  great  leak  thereby.  Likewife  the  Thomas  of  Ipi'wich  and  the 
Anne  Francis  were  forely  bruifed  at  that  inftant,  having  their  falfe  Hems  borne  away, 
and  their  fliips  fide  flricken  quite  through. 

Now,  coniidering  the  continual  dangers  and  contraries,  and  the  little  leifure  that  they 
had  to  tarry  in  thefe  parts,  befides  that  every  night  the  ropes  of  their  fliips  were  fo  frozen, 
that  a  man  could  not  handle  them  without  cutting  his  hands,  together  with  the 
great  doubt  they  had  of  the  fleet's  fafety,  thinking  it  an  impoflibility  for  them  to  pafs 
into  their  port,  as  well  for  that  they  faw  themfelves,  as  for  that  they  heard  by  the  former 
report  of  the  fhips  which  had  proved  before,  who  aiiirmed  that  the  ftreights  were  all 
frozen  over  within  ;  they  thought  it  now  very  high  time  to  confider  of  their  eltates  and 
fafeties  that  were  yet  left  together.  And  hereupon  the  captains  and  mailers  of  thefe 
Ihips  defired  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  to  enter  into  confideration  with  them  of 
thefe  matters.  Wherefore  Captain  Tanfield  of  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich,  with  his  pilot 
Richard  Cox,  and  Captain  Upcote  of  the  Moon,  with  his  mailer  John  Lakes,  came 
aboard  the  Anne  Francis  the  8th  of  Auguft,  to  confult  of  thefe  caufes  ;  and  being 
affembled  together  in  the  captain's  cabin,  fundry  doubts  were  there  alledged  ;  for  the 
fearfuller  fort  of  mariners  being  overtired  with  the  continual  labour  of  the  former 
dangers,  coveted  to  return  homeward,  faying  that  they  would  not  again  tempt  God  fo 
much,  who  had  given  them  fo  many  warnings,  and  delivered  them  from  k>  wonderful 
dangers  ;  that  they  rather  defired  to  lofe  wages,  freight,  and  all,  than  to  continue  and 
follow  fuch  defperate  fortunes.  Again,  their  Ihips  were  fo  leaky,  and  the  men  fo  weary, 
that  to  amend  the  one  and  refrefli  the  other,  they  muft  of  neceihty  feek  into  harbour. 

But  on  the  other  fide  it  was  argued  again  to  the  contrary,  that  to  feek  into  harbour 
thereabouts,  was  but  to  fubjeft  themfelves  to  double  dangers,  if  happily  they  efcaped 
the  dangers  of  rocks  in  their  entering,  yet  being  in,  they  were  neverthelefs  fubjeft  there 
to  the  danger  of  the  ice,  which  with  the  fvvitt  tides  and  currents  is  carried  in  and  out 
in  moft  harbours  thereabouts,  and  may  thereby  gall  their  cables  afunder,  drive  them 
upon  the  fliore,  and  bring  them  to  much  trouble.  Alio,  the  coaft  is  fo  much 
fubjett  to  broken  ground  and  rocks,  efpecially  in  the  mouth  and  entrance  of  every  har- 
bour, that  albeit  the  channel  be  founded  over  and  over  again,  yet  are  you  never  the 
nearer  to  difcern  the  dangers ;  for  the  bottom  of  the  fea  holding  like  fliape  and 
form  as  the  land,  being  full  of  hills,  dales,  and  ragged  rocks,  fuffereth  you  not  by 
your  foundings  to  know  and  keep  a  true  guefs  of  the  depth  :  for  you  ihall  found  upon 
the  fide  or  hollownefs  of  one  hill  or  rock  under  water,  and  have  too,  50,  or  40  fathom 
depth,  and  before  the  next  calf,  ere  you  fhall  be  able  to  heave  your  lead  again,  you 
•ihall  be  upoa  the  top  thereof,  and  come  aground  to  your  utter  confufion. 

Another  reafon  againft  going  to  harbour  was,  that  the  cold  air  did  threaten  a 
fudden  freezing  up  ot  the  founds,  feeing  that  every  ice  there  was  new  congealed  ice, 
even  of  that  water  which  remained  within  their  Ihips  ;  and  therefore  it  (hould  feem  to 
be  more  fafe  to  lie  off  and  on  at  fea,  than  for  lack  of  wind  to  bring  them  forth  from 
harbour,  to  hazard  by  fudden  frofts  to  be  ftiut  up  the  whole  year, 
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After  many  fuch  dangers  and  reafons  allcdged,  and  large  debating  of  thcfe  caufes 
on  both  fides,  the  Captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  delivered  his  opinion  unto  the  company 
to  this  eiled  : — Firfl,  concerning  the  queflionof  returning  home,  he  thought  it  fo  much 
diflionourable,  as  not  to  grow  in  any  further  queflion  ;  and  again  to  return  liome,  at 
length  (as  at  length  they  muft  needs),  and  not  to  be  able  to  bring  a  certain  report  of  the 
fleet,  whether  they  were  living  or  loft,  or  whether  any  of  them  had  recovered  their  port 
or  not,  in  the  Countefs's  Sound,  (as  it  was  to  be  thought  moft  part  would  if  they  were 
living) ;  he  laid  it  would  be  fo  great  an  argument  either  of  want  ot  courage  or  dif- 
cretion  in  them,  as  he  refolved  rather  to  fall  into  any  danger,  than  fo  fhamefuUy 
conient  to  return  home,  protefting  that  it  fliould  never  be  fpoken  of  him,  that  he 
would  ever  return  without  doing  his  endeavour  to  find  the  fleet,  and  know  the 
certainty  of  the  general's  fafety.  He  put  his  company  in  remembrance  of  a  pinnace  of 
five  ton  burthen,  which  he  had  within  his  fhip,  which  was  carried  in  pieces,  and  unmade 
up,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  which  iliould  inhabit  there  the  whole  year,  the  which  if  they 
could  find  means  to  join  together,  he  offered  himfelf  to  prove  before  therewith, 
whether  it  were  pofTible  for  any  boat  to  pafs  for  ice,  whereby  the  fliip  might  be  brought 
in  after,  and  might  alfo  thereby  give  true  notice  if  any  of  the  fleet  were  arrived  at 
their  port  or  not. 

But  notwithftanding,  for  that  he  well  perceived  that  the  mofl  part  of  his  company 
were  addicted  to  put  into  liarbour,  he  was  willing  the  rather  for  thefe  caufes  fomewhat 
to  incline  thereto.  As  firfl,  to  fearch  along  the  fame  coaft,  and  the  founds  thereabouts', 
he  thought  it  to  be  to  good  purpofe,  for  that  it  was  likely  to  find  fome  of  the  fleet 
there,  which  being  leaky,  and  fore  bruifed  with  the  ice,  were  the  rather  thought  likely 
to  be  put  into  an  ill  harbour,  being  diflrefl"ed  with  foul  weather  in  the  laft  ftorm,  than 
to  hazard  their  uncertahi  fafeties  amongft  the  ice  ;,  for  about  this  place  they  loft  them,, 
and  left  the  fleet  theti  doubtfully  queiUoning  of  harbour. 

It  was  likely  alfo,  that  they  might  find  fome  fit  harbour  thereabouts,  which  might  be 
behoveful  for  them  againfl  another  time.  It  was  not  likewife  impoflible  to  find  fome  ore 
or  mine  thereabouts,  wherewithal  to  freight  their  flnps,  which  would  be  more  com- 
modious in  this  place,  for  the  nearnefs  to  feaward,  and  for  a  better  outlet,  than  farther 
within  the  flreights,  being  likely  here  ahvays  to  load  in  a  fhorter  time,  houfoever  the 
{freight  fliould  be  peftered  with  ice  within  ;  fo  that  if  it  might  come  to  pafs  that:  thereby 
they  might  either  find  the  fleet,  mine,  or  convenient  harbour,  any  of  thefe  three  would 
fes've  their  prefent  turns,  and  give 'fome  hope  and  comfort  unto  their  companies,  whicii 
now  were  altogether  comfortlefs.  But  if  that  all  fortune  fhould  fall  out  fo  contrary, 
that  they  could  neither  recover  their  port,  nor  any  of  thefe  aforefaid  helps,  that  yet  they 
would  not  depart  the  coaff,  as  long  as  it  was  pofTible  for  them  to  tarry  there,  but  would 
lie  off  and  on  at  fea  athwart  the  place  :  therefore  his  final  conclufion  was  fet  down  thus  ; 
firft,  that  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich  and  the  Moon  fhould  confort  and  keep  company 
together  carefully  with  the  Anne  Francis,  as  near  as  they  could,  and  as  true  Eno-lifiiinen 
and  faithful  friends,  fhould  fupply  one  another's  wants  in  all  fortunes  and  dangers.  In 
the  morning  following,  every  fhip  to  fend  off  his  boat,  with  a  fufficieat  pilot,  to  fearch 
out  and  found  the  harbours  for  the  fafe  bringing  in  of  their  fhips  ;  and  being  arrived  in 
harbour,  where  they  might  find  convenient  place  for  the  purpofe,  tiiey  refolved  forth- 
with to  join  and  fet  together  the  pinnace,  wherewithal  the  Captain  of  the  Anne  Francis 
might,  according  to  his  former  determination,  difcover  up  into  the  freights. 

After  thefe  determinations  thus  fet  down,  the  Thomas  of  Ipfwich  the  night  following 
loft  company  of  the  other  (hips,  and  afterward  fhaped  a  contrary  courfe  homeward, 
which  fell  out,  as  it  manifeftly  appears,  very  much  againft  their  captain  Mafter  Tanfield's 
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mind,  as  by  due  examination  before  the  lords  of  her  Majefty's  moft  honourable  privy 
council  it  hath  fince  been  proved,  to  the  great  difcredit  of  the  pilot  Cox,  who  fpecially 
perfuaded  his  company,  againll  the  opinion  of  his  faid  captain,  to  return  home. 

And  as  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  doth  witnefs,  even  at  their  conference 
together.  Captain  Tanfield  told  him,  that  he  did  not  a  little  fufpect  the  faid  pilot  Cox, 
faying  that  he  had  opinion  in  the  man  neither  of  honelt  duty,  manhood,  nor  conftancy. 
Notwithflanding  the  faid  fliip's  departure,  tlie  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  being 
defirous  to  put  in  execution  his  former  refolutions,  went  in  his  flnip's  boat  (being  ac- 
companied alfo  with  the  Moon's  fkiff),  to  prove  amongftthe  iflands  which  lie  under 
Hatton's  headland,  if  any  convenient  harbour,  or  any  knowledge  ot  the  fleet,  or  any 
good  ore  were  there  to  be  found.  The  fhips  lying  ofl^"  and  on  at  fea  the  while  under  fail, 
fearching  through-  many  founds,  they  faw  them  all  full  of  many  dangers  and  broken 
ground  ;  yet  one  there  was,  which  feemed  an  indifferent  place  to  harbour  in,  and 
which  they  did  very  diligently  found  over,  and  fearched  again. 

Here  the  faid  captain  found  a  great  black  ifland,  whereunto  he  had  a  good  liking, 
and  certifying  the  company  thereof,  they  were  fomewhat  comforted,  and  with  the  good 
hope  of  his  words,  rowed  cheerfully  unto  that  place  ;  where  when  they  arrived,  they 
found  fuch  plenty  of  black  ore  of  the  fame  fort  which  was  brought  into  England  this 
lafi;  year,  that  If  the  goodnefs  might  anfwer  the  great  plenty  thereof,  it  was  thought  that 
it  might  reafonably  fuffice  all  the  gold-gluttons  of  the  world.  This  ifland,  the  captain  for 
caufe  of  this  good  hap,  called  after  his  own  name,  Befl:'s  Blefling  ;  and  with  thefe  good 
tidings  returning  aboard  his  fliip  the  gthof  Auguft,  about  lo  o'clock  at  night,  he  was 
joyfully  welcomed  of  his  company,  who  before  were  dllcomforted,  and  greatly  expefted 
fome  better  fortune  at  his  hands. 

The  next  day,  being  the  loth  of  Auguft,  the  weather  reafonably  fair,  they  put  into  the 
forefaid  harbour,  having  their  boat,  for  their  better  fecurity,  founding  before  their  fliip. 
But  for  all  the  care  and  diligence  that  could  be  taken  in  founding  the  channel  over 
and  over  again,  the  Anne  Francis  came  aground  upon  a  funken  rock  within  the 
harbour,  and  lay  thereon  more  than  half  dry  until  the  next  flood,  when  by  God's 
almighty  Providence,  contrary  almofl  to  all  expedation,  they  came  afloat  again,  being 
forced  all  that  time  to  underfet  their  fliip  with  their  main-yard,  which  otherwife  was 
likely  to  overfet,  and  put  thereby  in  danger  the  whole  company.  They  had  above 
two  thoufand  ftrokes  together  at  the  pump,  before  they  could  make  their  fliip  free  of 
the  water  again,  fo  fore  flie  was  bruifed  by  lying  upon  the  rocks.  The  Moon  came 
fafely,  and  rode  at  anchor  by  the  Anne  Francis,  wliofe  help  in  their  neceflity  they  could 
not  well  have  miflTed. 

Now  whilfl:  the  mariners  were  rummaging  their  fliips,  and  mending  that  which  was 
amifs,  the  miners  followed  their  labour  for  getting  together  a  fufficient  quantity  ot  ore, 
and  the  carpenters  endeavoured  to  do  their  befl:  for  the  making  up  of  the  boat  or  pin- 
nace ;  which  to  bring  to  pafs  they  wanted  two  fpecial  and  mofl:  necefl*ary  things,  that  is, 
certain  principal  timbers  that  are  called  knees,  which  are  the  chiefeft  ifrength  ol  any 
boat,  and  alfo  nails,  wherewithal  to  join  the  planks  together  ;  whereupon,  having  by 
chance  a  fmith  amoiigft  them,  (and  yet  unfurniflied  of  his  necelfary  tools  to  work  and 
make  nails  wiihul,)  they  were  fain  of  a  gun-chamber  to  make  an  anvil  to  work  upon, 
and  to  ufe  a  pickaxe  infl;ead  of  a  fledge  to  beat  withal,  and  alfo  to  occupy  two  pair  ot 
fmall  bellows  inflead  of  one  pair  of  great  fmith's  bellows ;  and  for  lack  of  fmall  iron 
for  the  eafier  making  of  the  nails,  they  were  forced  to  break  their  tongs,  gridiron,  and 
fire-fliovel  in  pieces.  » 
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The  nth  of  Augufl  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis,  taking  the  mafler  of  his  fhip 
with  him,  went  up  to  the  top  of  Hatton's  headland,  wiiich  is  the  highclt  land  of  all  the 
ftreights,  to  the  end  to  defcry  the  fituation  of  the  country  underneath,  and  to  take  a 
true  plot  of  the  place,  whereby  alfo  to  fee  what  ftore  of  ice  was  yet  left  iii  the  ftreiphts, 
and  alfo  to  fearch  what  mineral  matter  or  fruit  that  foil  might  yield  ;  and  the  rather  for 
the  honour  the  faid  captain  doth  owe  to  that  honourable  name  which  himfclf  gave 
thereunto  the  lafl  year,  in  the  highcfl  part  of  this  headland,  he  caufed  his  company  to 
make  a  column  or  crofs  ot  flone  in  token  of  Clirillian  poifeffion.  In  this  place  there  is 
plenty  of  black  ore,  and  divers  pretty  ftones. 

The  i-th  of  Augufi:,  the  captains  with  their  companies  chafed  and  killed  a  white 
bear,  which  adventured  and  gave  a  fierce  aifault  upon  20  men,  being  weaponed ;  and 
he  ferved  them  for  good  meat  many  days. 

The  1 8th,  with  much  ado  the  pinnace  being  fet  together,  the  faid  Captain  Bed 
determined  to  depart  up  the  ftreights,  to  prove  and  make  trial  as  before  was  pretended, 
fome  of  his  company  greatly  perfuading  him  to  the  contrary,  and  fpecially  the  carpenter 
that  fet  the  fame  together,  who  faid  that  he  would  not  adventure  himfelf  therein  for 
500  /.  for  that  the  boat  hung  together  but  only  by  the  ftrength  of  the  nails,  and  lacked 
fome  of  her  principal  knees  and  timbers. 

Thefe  words  fomewhat  difcouraged  fome  of  the  company  which  fliould  have  gone 
therein  ;  whereupon  the  captain,  as  one  not  altogether  advifed  to  his  own  felf-will,  but 
fomewhat  forefeeing  how  it  might  be  afterward  fpoken,  if  contrary  fortune  fliould 
happen  him,  ("  Lo  !  he  hath  followed  his  own  opinion  and  defperate  refolutions,  and  fo 
thereafter  it  is  befallen  him,")  calling  the  mafter  and  mariners  of  beft  judgment 
together,  declared  unto  them  how  much  the  caufe  imported  him  in  his  credit  to  feek  out 
the  general,  as  well  to  confer  with  him  of  fome  caufes  of  weight,  as  otherwife  to  make- 
due  examination  and  trial  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  ore,  whereof  they  had  no  alfurance 
but  by  the  guefs  of  the  eye,  and  it  was  well  like  the  other ;  which  13  to  carry  home, 
not  knowing  the  goodnefs  thereof,  might  be  as  much  as  if  they  fhould  bring  fo  many 
ftones ;  and  therefore  he  defired  them  to  deliver  their  plain  and  honefl  opinion, 
whether  the  pinnace  were  fufficient  for  him  fo  to  adventure  in  or  no.  It  was  anfwered, 
that  by  careful  heed  taken  thereunto  amongft  the  ice,  and  the  foul  weather,  the  pinnace 
might  fuflice  ;  and  hereupon  the  mafter's  mate  oftlie  Anne  Francis,  called  John  Gray, 
manfully  and  honeftly  offering  himfelf  unto  his  captain  in  this  adventure  and  fervice,  gave 
caufe  to  others  of  his  mariners  to  follow  the  attempt. 

And  upon  the  19th  of  Auguft,  the  faid  captain  being  accompanied  with  Captain 
Upcote  of  the  Moon,  and  1 8  perfons,  in  the  fmall  pinnace,  having  convenient  portion  of 
victuals  and  things  neceffary,  departed  upon  the  faid  pretended  voyage,  leavino-  their 
fliip  at  anchor  in  good  readinefs  for  the  taking  in  of  their  freight.  And  havint>-  little 
wind  to  fail  withal,  they  plied  along  the  fouthern  fliore,  and  pafi'ed  above  30  leagues,, 
having  the  only  help  of  man's  labour  with  oars,  and  fo  intending  to  keep  that  fhore 
aboard  until  they  were  got  up  to  the  farlheit  and  uarroweft  of  the  ftreights,  mjnded  there 
to  crofs  over,  and  to  fearch  likewife  along  the  northland  unto  the  Countefs's  Sound,  and 
from  thence  to  pafs  all  that  coaft  along,  whereby  if  any  of  the  fleet  had  been  diftrelTed 
by  wreck  of  rock  or  ice,  by  that  means  they  might  be  perceived  of  them,  and  fo 
they  thereby  to  give  them  fuch  help  and  relief  as  they  could.  They  did  greatly  fear,, 
and  ever  fufpect  that  fome  of  the  fleet  were  furely  cait  away,  and  driven  to  feek  four 
falads  among  the  cold  cliffs. 

And  being  fhot  up  about  40  leagues  within  the  ftreights,  they  put  over  towards 
the  north  ftiore,  which  was  not  a  little  dangerous  for  their  fmall  boats ;  and  by  means 
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of  a  fudden  flaw  were  driven,  and  fain  to  feek  harbour  in  the  night,  smongfl:  all 
the  rocks  and  broken  ground  of  Gabriels  Iflands,  a  place  fo  named  within 
the  ftreights  ab'jve  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound  ;  and  by  the  way  where 
they  landed,  they  did  find  certain  great  ftones  fet  up  by  the  country  people,  as  It 
leemed  for  marks,  where  they  alio  made  many  crolTes  of  flone,  in  token  that  Chriftians 
had  been  there. 

The  22d  thcA'  had  fight  of  the  Countefs's  Sound,  and  made  the  place  perfeft  from 
the  top  of  a  hill,  and  keeping  along  the  northern  Ihore,  perceived  the  fmoke  of  a  fire 
under  a  hill's  fitle ;  whereupon  they  diverfely  deemed.  When  they  came  nearer  the 
place,  they  perceived  people  which  wafted  unto  them,  as  it  leemed,  with  a  fl;ig  or 
cnfign.  And  becaule  the  country  people  had  ufed  to  do  the  like,  when  they  perceived 
any  of  our  boats  to  pafs  by,  they  fufpeclied  them  to  be  the  fame  ;  and  coming  fomewhat 
nearer,  they  migiit  perceive  certain  tents,  and  obferve  this  eufign  to  be  of  mingled 
colours,  black  and  white,  after  the  Englifn  fafliion.  But  becaufe  they  could,  fee  no 
fliip,  nor  likelihood  of  harbour  within  five  or  fix  leagues  about,  and  knew  that  none  of 
our  men  were  wont  to  frequent  thofe  parts,  they  could  not  tell  what  to  judge  thereof, 
but  imagined  thatfome  of  the  fliips  being  carried  fo  high  with  the  ilorm  and  mills,  had 
made  fhipwreck  amongft  the  ice  or  broken  illands  there,  and  were  fpoiled  by  the 
country  people,  who  might  ufe  the  fundry  coloured  flag  for  a  policy,  to  bring  them 
likewife  within  their  danger.  Whc  reupon  the  faid  captain  with  his  companies,  refolved 
to  recover  the  fame  enfign,  if  it  were  fo,  from  thofe  bafe  people,  or  elfe  to  lofe  their 
Jives,  and  all  together.  In  the  end  they  difcerned  them  to  be  their  countrymen,  and 
then  they  deemed  them  to  have  loft  their  fliips,  and  fo  to  be  gathered  together  for  their 
better  ftrength.  On  the  other  fide,  the  company  afliore  feared  that  the  captain  having 
lofl  his  fliip,  came  to  feek  forth  the  fleet  for  his  relief  in  his  poor  pinnace,  fo  that  their 
extremities  caufed  each  part  to  fufpect  the  worft. 

The  captain  now  with  his  pinnace  being  come  near  the  fiiore,  commanded  his  boat 
carefully  to  be  kept  afloat,  left  in  their  neceflity  they  might  win  the  fame  from  him, 
and  leek  firll  to  {avc  themfelves  ;  for  every  man  in  that  cafe  is  next  hinifelf.  They 
hailed  one  another  according  to  the  manner  of  the  fea,  and  demanded  what  cheer  ;  and 
either  party  anfwered  the  other,  that  all  was  well ;  whereupon  there  was  a  fuJden  and 
joyfui  outflioot,  with  great  flinging  up  of  caps,  and  a  bra^'e  volley  of  fliot  to  welcome 
one  an.other._  And  truly  it  was  a  molt  ftrange  cafe  to  fee  how  joyful  and  glad  every 
party  was  to  fee  themfelves  meet  in  fafety  again,  after  fo  ftrange  and  incredible  dangers  ; 
yet  to  be  fliort,  as  their  diuigers  were  great,  fo  their  God  was  greater. 

And  here  the  company  were  working  upon  new  mines,  which  Captain  York,  being 
here  arrived  not  long  ago,  had  found  out  in  this  place,  and  it  is  named  the  Countefs  of 
Sulfex  mine. 

After  foma  conference  with  our  friends  here,  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis 
departed  towards  the  Countefs  of  Warwick's  Sound,  to  fpeak  with  the  general,  and  to 
have  trial  made  of  fuch  metal  as  he  had  brought  thither,  by  the  gold-finers.  And  fo  he 
determined  to  difpatch  again  towards  his  fliip.  And  having  fpoken  with  the  general,  he 
received  order  for  all  caufes,  and  direiSlion  as  well  for  the  bringing  up  of  his  fliip  to  the 
Countefs'i;  Sound,  as  alfo  to  freight  his  fliip  with  the  fitme  ore,  wliich  he  himfelf  had 
found,  which  upon  trial  made  was  fuppofed  to  be  very  good. 

The  23d  of  Auguft,  the  faid  capt;iin  met  together  with  the  other  captains  (com- 
niiirioners  in  counfel  with  the  general)  aboard  the  Aide,  where  they  coiidderetl  and 
confulted  of  fundry  caufes,  which  being  particularly  regiftcred  by  the  notary,  were 
iippointed  where  and  how  to  be  done  agaiult  another  year. 

The 
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The  24th,  the  genera!,  T\Ith  two  pinnnccs  and  good  number  of  ir.e:'.,  went  to  Boare's 
Sound,  connnanding  the  laid  captain  with  his  pinnace  to  attend  the  I'ervice,  to  fee  if  he 
could  encounter  or  apprehend  any  of  the  people,  for  fundry  times  they  fliewed  themfelves 
bufy  thereabouts,  fomctimes  with  fcvcn  or  eight  boats  in  one  company,  as  though  they 
minded  to  encounter  with  our  company,  which  were  working  there  at  the  mines  in  no 
great  numbers.  But  when  they  perceived  any  of  our  fliips  to  ride  in  that  road  (being 
belike  more  amazed  at  the  countenance  of  a  fliip,  and  a  more  number  of  men,)  they 
did  never  fliew  themfelves  again  there  at  all.  Wherefore  our  men  fought  with  their 
pinnaces  to  compafs  about  the  ifland  where  they  did  ufe,  fuppofmg  there  fuddeiily  to 
intercept  fome  of  them.  But  before  our  men  could  come  near,  having  belike  fome  watoh 
in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  they  conveyed  themfelves  privily  away,  and  left  fas  it  fliould 
feem)  one  of  their  great  darts  behind  them  for  halte,  which  we  found  near  to  a  place  of 
their  caves  and  houfing.  Therefore,  though  our  general  were  very  defirous  to  have 
taken  fome  of  them  to  have  brought  into  England,  they  being  now  grown  more  wary 
by  their  former  lofles,  would  not  at  any  time  come  within  our  dangers.  About 
midnight  of  the  fame  day,  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  departed  thence,  and  fet  his 
courfe  over  the  ftreights  towards  Hatton's  Headland,  being  about  15  leagues  over,  and 
returned  aboard  his  fhip  the  25th  of  Auguft,  to  the  great  comfort  of  his  company, 
who  long  expected  his  coming,where  he  found  his  fliips  ready  rigged  and  loaden.  Where- 
fore he  departed  from  thence  again  the  next  morning  towards  the  Countefs's  Sound, 
where  he  arrived  the  28th  of  the  fame.  By  the  way  he  fet  his  miners  afliore  at  Bcare's 
Sound,  for  the  better  difpatch  and  gathering  the  ore  together,  for  that  fome  of  the  Ihips 
were  behind-hand  with  their  freight,  the  time  of  the  year  paiTmg  fuddenly  away. 

The  30th  of  Augufl  the  Anne  Francis  was  brought  aground,  and  had  eight  great  leaks 
mended,  which  flie  had  received  by  means  of  the  rocks  and  ice.  This  day  the  mafons 
finiflied  a  houfe,  which  Captain  Fenton  caufed  to  be  made  of  lime  and  ftone  upon  the 
Countefs  of  Warwick's  Illand,  to  the  end  we  might  prove  againft  the  next  year, 
whether  the  fnow  could  overwhelm  it,  the  froft  break  it  up,  or  the  people  difmember  the 
fame;  and  the  better  to  allure  thofe  brutifli  and  uncivil  people  to  courtefy  againft  other 
times  of  our  coming,  we  left  therein  divers  of  our  comitry  toys,  as  bells  and  knives, 
wherein  they  fpecially  delight,  one  for  neceffary  ufe,  and  the  other  for  the  great 
pleafure  thereof;  alfo  pictures  of  men  and  women  in  lead,  men  on  horfeback,  looking- 
glafles,  whifiles,  and  pipes  ;  alfo  In  the  houfe  was  made  an  oven,  and  bread  left  baked 
therein  for  them  to  fee  and  tafte. 

We  burled  the  timber  of  our  pretended  fort ;  alfo  here  we  fowed  peafe,  corn,  and 
other  grain,  to  prove  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil  againft  the  next  year. 

The  fleet  now  being  in  fome  good  readlncfs  for  their  lading,  the  general  calling 
together  the  gentlemen  and  captains  to  confult,  told  them  that  he  was  very  defirous 
that  fome  further  difcovery  Ihould  be  attempted,  and  that  he  would  not  only,  by  God's 
help,  bring  home  his  fliips  laden  with  ore,  but  alfo  meant  to  bring  fome  certificate  of 
further  difcovery  of  the  country,  which  thing  to  bring  to  pafs  (having  fometime  therein 
confulted)  they  found  very  hard,  and  almoft  invincible.  And  confidering,  that  already 
they  had  fpent  fome  time  In  fearching  out  the  trending  and  fiifliion  of  the  miftaken 
ftreights,  therefore  it  could  not  be  fald,  but  that  by  this  voyage  they  had  notice  of  a 
further  difcovery,  and  that  the  hope  of  the  paflage  thereby  is  much  furtliered  and  in- 
creafed,  as  appeared  before  In  the  difcourfe  thereof.  Yet,  notwithftanding,  if  any  means 
might  be  further  dcvifed,  the  captains  were  contented  and  wlllhig,  as  the  general  fliould 
appoint  and  command,  to  take  any  enterprife  In  hand  ;  which  after  long  debating  was 
found  a  thing  very  impolhble,  and  that  rather  confultation  was  to  be  had  of  returning 
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homeward,  efpecially  for  thefe  caufes  following: — firfl:,  the  dark  foggy  mifls,  the 
continual  falling  fnow  and  ftorniy  weather,  which  they  commonly  were  vexed  with, 
and  now  daily  more  and  more  increafed,  have  no  fmall  argument  of  the  winter's 
drawing  near;  and  alfo  the  froft  every  night  was  fo  hard  and  congealed  without  the 
found,  that  if  by  evil  hap  they  fliould  be  long  kept  in  by  contrary  winds,  it  was  greatly 
to  be  feared  that  they  fliould  be  fliut  up  there  fait  the  whole  year,  which,  being  utterly 
unprovided,  would  be  their  utter  deflruftion.  Again,  drink  was  fo  fcant  throughout 
z\\  the  fleet,  by  reafon  of  the  great  leakage,  that  not  only  the  provifion  that  was  laid 
in  for  the  habitation  was  wanting  and  wafted,  but  alfo  each  fliip's  feveral  provifion 
fpent  and  loft,  which  many  of  our  company  to  their  great  grief  found  in  their  return 
fmce,  for  all  the  way  homewards  they  drank  nothing  but  water.  And  the  great 
caufe  of  this  leakage  and  wafting  was,  for  that  the  great  timber  and  fea-coal,  which  lay 
fo  weighty  upon  the  barrels,  brake,  bruifed,  and  rotted  the  hoops  infunder.  Yet 
notwithftanding  thefe  realbns  alledged,  the  general  himfelf  (willing  the  reft  of  the 
gentlemen  and  captains  every  man  to  look  to  his  charge  and  lading,  that  againft  a 
day  appointed  they  fliould  be  all  in  readinefs  to  fet  homeward)  went  in  a  pinnace,  and 
difcovered  further  northwards  in  the  ftreights,  and  found  that  by  Beare's  Sound  and 
Hall's  Ifland,  the  land  was  not  firm,  as  it  was  firft  fuppofed,  but  all  broken  iflands  in 
manner  of  an  archipelagus,  and  fo  with  other  fecret  hitelligence  to  himfelf  he 
returned  to  the  fleet.  Where  prefently  upon  his  arrival  at  the  Countefs's  Sound,  he 
began  to  take  order  for  their  returning  homewards,  and  firft  caufed  certain  articles  to  be 
proclaimed,  for  the  better  keeping  of  order  and  courfes  in  their  return  ;  which  articles 
■were  delivered  to  every  captain. 

Having  now  received  articles  and  direQions  for  our  return  homewards,  all  other 
things  being  in  forwardnefs  and  good  order,  the  laft  day  of  Auguft  the  fleet  departed 
from  the  Countefs's  Sound,  except  the  Judith  and  the  Anne  Francis,  who  ftayed  for 
the  taking  in  of  frefli  water,  and  came  the  next  day,  and  met  the  fleet  lying  off"  and  on, 
athwart  Beare's  Sound,  who  ftayed  for  the  general,  who  then  was  gone  afltore  to  difpatch 
the  two  barks  and  the  Buile  of  Bridgewater  for  their  loading,  whereby  to  get  the 
companies  and  other  things  aboard.  The  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis  having  moft 
part  of  his  company  afliore,  the  ift  of  September  went  alfo  to  Beare's  Sound  in  his 
pinnace,  to  fetch  his  men  aboard  ;  but  the  wind  grew  fo  great  immediately  upon  their 
landing,  that  the  flilps  at  fea  were  in  great  danger,  and  fome  of  them  forcibly  put  from 
their  anchors,  and  greatly  feared  to  be  utterly  loft,  as  the  Hopewell,  wherein  was  Captain 
Carew  and  others,  who  could  not  tell  on  which  fide  their  danger  was  moft  ;  for  having 
mighty  rocks  threatening  on  the  one  fide,  and  driving  iflands  of  cutting  ice  on  the 
other  fide,  they  greatly  feared  to  make  ihipwrcck,  the  ice  driving  fo  near  them  that  it 
touched  their  bolt-fprit ;  and  by  means  ot  the  fea  that  was  grown  fo  high,  they  were 
not  able  to  put  to  fea  with  their  fmall  pinnaces  to  recover  their  fliips  ;  and  again,  the 
fiiips  were  not  able  to  tarry  or  He  athwart  for  them,  by  means  of  the  outrageous  winds 
and  fwelling  feas.  The  general  willed  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis,  with  his  company, 
for  that  night  to  lodge  aboard  the  Bufl'e  of  Bridgewater,  and  went  himfelf,  with  the  reft 
of  his  men,  aboard  the  barks  ;  but  their  numbers  were  fo  great,  aiul  the  provifion  O'f 
the  barks  lo  fcant,  that  they  peitered  one  another  exceedingly.  They  had  great  hope 
that  the  next  morning  the  weather  would  be  fair,  whereby  they  might  recover  their  fliips; 
but  in  tlie  morning  folh)vving  it  was  much  worfe,  for  the  ftorm  continued  greater, 
the  fea  being  more  fwollen,  and  the  fleet  gone  quite  out  of  fight :  fo  that  now  their 
doubts  began  to  grow  great  for  the  fliip  of  Bridgewater,  which  was  of  greateft  receipt, 
and  whereof  they  had  beft  hope  and  made  moft  account,  rode  fo  far  to  leeward  of  the 
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harbour's  rhonth,  that  they  were  not  able  for  the  rocks  that  lay  between  the  wind  and 
them,  to  lead  it  out  to  fea  with  a  fail ;  and  the  barks  were  already  fo  peflered  with 
men  and  fo  flenderly  furniflied  with  provifion,  that  they  had  fcarce  meat  for  fix  days 
for  fuch  number?. 

The  general  in  the  morning  departed  to  fea  in  the  Gabriel,  to  feek  the  fleet,  leaving 
the  Biifle  of  Bridgewater  and  the  Michael  behind  in  Beare's  Sound.  The  Bufle  fet  fail, 
and  thought  by  turning  in  the  narrow  channel  in  the  harbour  to  get  to  windward,  but 
being  put  to  leeward  more,  by  that  means  was  fain  to  come  to  anchor  for  her  better 
fafety  amongfl  a  number  of  rocks,  and  there  left  in  great  danger  of  ever  getting  forth 
again.  The  Michael  fet  fail  to  follow  the  general,  and  could  give  the  Bufle  no  re- 
lief, although  they  earneftly  defired  the  fame.  And  the  captain  of  the  Anne  Francis 
was  left  in  the  hard  eleftion  of  two  evils  ;  either  to  abide  his  fortune  with  the  Buffe 
of  Bridj^ewater,  which  was  doubtful  of  ever  getting  forth,  or  elfe  to  be  towed  in  his 
fmall  pinnace  at  the  flern  of  the  Michael  through  the  raging  feas,  for  that  the  bark 
was  not  able  to  receive  or  relieve  half  his  company,  wherein  his  danger  was  not  a  little 
perilous. 

So  after  he^  refolved  to  commit  himfelf  with  all  his  company  unto  that  fortune  of 
God  and  fea,  and  was  dangeroudy  towed  at  the  ftern  of  the  bark  for  many  miles, 
until  at  length  they  efpied  the  Anne  Francis  under  fail  hard  under  their  lee,  which  was 
no  fmall  comfort  unto  them ;  for  no  doubt  both  thcfe  and  a  great  number  more  had 
perifhed  for  lack  of  victuals  and  convenient  room  in  the  barks,  without  the  help  of  the 
laid  fhip.  But  the  honefl  care  that  the  mafter  of  the  Anne  Francis  had  of  his  captain, 
and  the  good  regard  of  duty  toward  his  general,  fuftered  him  not  to  depart,  but 
honeftly  abode  to  hazard  a  dangerous  road  all  the  night  long,  and  notwithllanding 
all  the  ftormy  weather,  when  all  the  fleet  befides  departed.  And  the  pinnace  came  no 
fooner  aboard  the  fhip,  and  the  men  entered,  but  fhe  prefently  fliivered  and  funk  in 
pifeces  at  the  fhip's  ftern,  with  all  the  poor  men's  furniture,  fo  weak  was  the  boat  with 
towing,  and  fo  forcible  was  the  fea  to  bruife  her  in  pieces.  But  as  God  would,  the 
men  were  all  faved. 

At  this  prefent  in  this  ftorm  many  of  the  fleet  were  dangeroufly  diftrefled,  and  were 
fevered  almoft  all  afunder^  but  thanks  be  to  God,  all  the  fleet  arrived  fafely  in  Eng- 
land about  the  firft  of  Oftober,  fome  in  one  place  and  fome  in  another.  But  amongft 
other,  it  was  moft  marvellous  how  the  BuiTe  of  Bridgewater  got  away,  who  being  left 
behind  the  fleet  in  great  danger  of  never  getting  forth,  was  forced  to  feek  a  way  north- 
ward through  an  unknown  channel  full  of  rocks,  upon  the  back  fide  of  Beare's  Sound, 
and  there  by  good  hap  found  out  a  way  into  the  North  Sea ;  a  very  dangerous  attempt, 
fave  that  neceflity,  which  hath  no  law,  forced  them  to  try  mafteries.  This  aforefaid 
North  Sea  is  the  fame  which  lieth  upon  the  back  fide  of  Frobiflier's  Streights,  where 
firft  the  general  himfelf  in  his  pinnaces,  and  after  fome  other  of  our  company  have  dif- 
covered  (as  they  affirmed)  a  great  foreland,  where  they  would  have  alfo  a  great  likeli- 
hood of  the  greateft  pafliige  toward  the  South  Sea. 

The  Buffe  of  Bridgewater,  as  ftie  came  homeward,  to  the  fouthward  of  Frifeland 
difcovered  a  great  ifland  in  the  latitude  of  fifty-feven  degrees  and  a  half,  which  was 
never  yet  found  before,  and  failed  three  days  along  the  coaft,  the  land  feeming  to  be 
fruitful,  full  of  woods,  and  a  champain  country. 

There  died  in  the  whole  fleet  in  all  this  voyage  not  above  forty  perfons,  which 
number  is  not  great,  confidering  how  many  fliips  were  in  the  fleet,  and  how  ftrange  for- 
tunes we  paflied. 

4  B   2  A  general 
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A  general  arui  brief  Defcription  of  ihe  Country,  and  Condition  of  the  People,  tvhich  are 

found  in  Mcta  huognita. 

Having  now  fufficitntly  and  truly  let  forth  the  vhole  circumflance  and  particular 
handling  of  every  occurreiit  in  the  three  voyages  of  our  worthy  general,  Captain 
Frobilher,  it  fliall  not  be  from  the  purpofe  to  fpeak  fomewhat  in  general  of  the  nature 
of  the  country  called  Meta  Incognita,  and  the  condition  of  the  favnges  there  inhabiting. 

Firft,  therefore,  touching  the  topographical  defcription  of  the  place,  it  is  now  found 
in  the  lafl  voyage,  that  Queen  Elizabeth's  Cape,  being  fituate  in  latitude  61  degrees 
and  a  half,  which  before  was  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  the  firm  land  with  America,  and 
alfo  all  the  reft  of  the  fouth  fide  of  Frobiflier's  Streights,  are  all  feveral  illands  and 
broken  land,  and  likewife  fo  will  all  the  north  fide  fall  out  te  be,  as  I  think.  And 
fome  of  our  company  being  entered  above  60  leagues  within  the  miflaken  ftreights, 
in  the  third  voyage  mentioned,  thought  certainly  that  they  had  defcried  the  firm  land 
of  America  towards  the  fouth,  which  I  think  will  fall  out  fo  to  be. 

Thefe  broken  lands  and  iflands  being  very  many  in  number,  do  feem  to  make  there 
an  archipelagus,  which  as  they  all  differ  in  greatnefs,  form,  and  fafliion,  one  from  an- 
other, fo  are  they  in  goodnefs,  colour,  and  foil,  much  unlike.  They  all  are  very  high 
lands,  mountains,  and  in  mofl  parts  covered  with  fnow  even  all  the  fummer  long.  The 
norther  lands  have  lefs  flore  of  fnow,  more  grafs,  and  are  more  plain  countries,  the 
caufe  whereof  may  be,  for  that  the  fouther  iflands  receive  all  the  fnow,  that  the  cold 
winds  and  piercing  air  bring  out  of  the  north  ;  and  contrarily,  the  north  parts  receive 
more  warm  air  from  the  milder  blafls  of  the  fouth,  whereupon  may  grow  the  caufe 
why  the  people  covet  to  inhabit  more  upon  the  north  parts  than  the  fouth,  as  far  as 
we  can  yet  by  our  experience  perceive  they  do.  Thefe  people  I  judge  to  be  a  kind  of 
Tartar,  or  rather  a  kind  of  Samoed  of  the  fame  fort  and  condition  of  life  that  the 
Samoeds  be  to  the  north-eaflwards  towards  Mufcovy,  who  are  called  Samoeds,  which  is 
as  much  to  fay  in  the  Mufcovy  tongue,  as  eaters  of  themfelves,  and  fo  the  Ruflians. 
their  borderers  do  name  them.  And  by  late  conference  with  a  friend  of  mine  (with 
whom  I  did  fometime  travel  in  Mufcovy)  who  hath  great  experience  of  thofe  Samoeds, 
and  people  ot  the  north-eaft,  I  find  that  in  all  their  manner  of  living,  thofe  people  of 
the  north -eaft,  and  thefe  of  the  north-wefl  are  alike.  They  are  of  the  colour  of  a  ripe 
olive,  which  how  it  may  come  to  pafs,  being  born  in  fo  cold  a  climate,  I  refer  to  the 
judgment  of  others,  for  they  are  naturally  born  children  of  the  fame  colour  and  com- 
plexion that  all  the  Americans  are,  which  dwell  under  the  equinoftial  line. 

They  are  men  very  aftive  and  nimble.  They  are  a  flrong  people  and  very  warlike,, 
for  in  our  fight  upon  the  tops  of  the  hills  they  would  often  mufter  themfelves,  and  after 
the  manner  of  aikirmifli  trace  their  groimd  very  nimbly,  and  manage  their  bows  and 
darts  with  great  dexterity.  They  go  clad  in  coats  made  of  the  fkhis  of  hearts,  as  of 
feals,  deer,  bears,  foxes,  and  hares.  They  have  alfo  fome  garments  of  feathers,  being 
made  of  the  cafes  of  fowls,  finely  fewed  and  compaft  together;  of  all  which  forts  we 
brought  home  fome  with  us  into  England,  which  we  found  in  their  tents.  In  Aimmer 
they  ufed  to  wear  the  hair  fide  of  their  coats  outward,  and  fometime  go  naked  for  too 
much  heat ;  and  in  winter  (as  by  figns  they  have  declared)  they  wear  four  or  five 
fold  upon  their  bodies  with  the  hair  for  warmth  turned  inward.  Hereby  it  appeareth, 
that  the  air  there  is  not  indifferent  ;  but  either  it  is  fervent  hot,  or  elle  extreme  cold, 
and  far  more  exceffive  in  both  qiralities  than  the  reafon  of  the  climate  fliould  yield  ; 
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for  there  it  is  cokler,  being  under  62  degrees  in  latitude  than  it  is  at  Wardhoufe  in  the 
voyage  to  St.  Nicholas  in  Mufcovy,  being  at  about  73  degrees  in  latitude.  The  rea- 
fon  hereof  perhaps  may  be,  that  this  IMeta  Incognita  is  much  frequented  and  vexed 
with  eaflern  and  north-eaflern  winds,  which  from  the  fea  and  ice  bringeth  often  an  in- 
tolerable cold  air  ;  which  was  alfo  (he  caufe  that  this  year  our  flreights  were  fo  long 
fiiut  up  with  fo  great  (lore  of  ice  ;  but  there  is  great  hope  and  likelihood,  that  further 
within  the  ftreights  it  will  be  more  conftant  and  temperate  weather. 

Thefe  people  are  in  nature  very  fubtle  and  fliarp-witted,  ready  to  conceive  our 
meaning  by  figns,  and  to  make  anfwer  well  to  be  uaderftood  again ;  and  if  they  have 
not  fecn  the  thing  whereof  you  aflr.  them,  they  will  wink  and  cover  their  eyes  with  their 
hands,  as  who  would  fay,  it  hath  been  hid  from  their  fight.  If  they  underftand  you 
not  whereof  you  afked  them,  they  will  flop  their  ears.  They  will  teach  us  the  name  of 
each  thing  in  their  language  which  we  defire  to  learn,  and  are  apt  to  learn  any  thing 
of  us.  They  delight  in  mufic  above  meafure,  and  will  keep  time  and  ftroke,  to  any 
tune  you  fhall  fing,  both  with  their  voice,  head,  hand,  and  foot,  and  v.'Ill  fing  the  i;une 
tune  aptly  after  you.  They  will  row  with  our  oars  in  our  boats,  and  keep  a  true  ftroke 
with  our  mariners,  and  feem  to  take  great  delight  therein. 

They  live  in  caves  of  the  earth,  and  hunt  for  their  dinners  and  prey,  even  as  the 
bear  or  other  wild  beafl  do ;  they  eat  raw  flefli  and  fifh,  and  refufe  no  meat,  howfo- 
ever  it  be  ftinking.  They  are  defperate  in  their  fight,  fuUen  of  nature,  and  ravenous 
in  their  manner  of  feeding. 

Their  fullen  and  defperate  nature  doth  herein  manifeftly  appear,  that  a  company  of 
them  being  environed  by  our  men  on  the  top  of  a  high  cliff,  fo  that  they  could  by  no 
means  efcape  our  hands,finding  themfelves  in  this  cafe  diftrefled,chofe  rather  to  caft  theni- 
felves  headlong  down  the  rocks  into  the  fea,  and  fo  be  bruifed  and  drowned,  rather 
than  to  yield  themfelves  to  our  men's  mercies. 

For  their  weapons  to  offend  their  enemies  or  Idll  their  prey  v.ithal,  they  have  darts, 
flings,  bows,  and  arrows  headed  with  fharp  ftones,  bones,  and  fome  with  iron.  They 
are  exceeding  friendly  and  kind-hearted  one  to  the  other,  and  mourn  greatly  at  the 
lofs  or  harm  of  their  fellows,  and  exprefs  their  grief  of  mind,  when  they  part  one  with 
another,  with  a  mournful  fong  and  dirges.  They  are  very  fhamefaced  in  bewraying  the 
fecrets  of  nature,  and  very  chafte  in  the  manner  of  their  living :  for  when  the  man 
which  we  brought  from  thence  into  England  the  lalt  voyage,  Ihould  put  off  his  coat 
or  difcover  his  whole  body  for  change,  he  would  not  fulier  the  woman  to  be  prefent, 
but  put  her  forth  of  his  cabin.  And  in  all  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  months,  while  the  man 
lived  in  company  with  the  woman,  there  was  never  any  thing  feen  or  perceived  between 
them,  more  than  might  have  palTed  between  brother  and  fifter.  But  the  woman  was 
in  all  things  very  ferviceable  for  the  man,  attending  hinl  carefully  when  he  was  fick, 
?nd  he  hkewife,  in  all  the  meats  which  they  did  eat  together,  would  carve  unto  her  of 
the  fweeteft,  fatteft,  and  beft  morfels  they  had.  They  wondered  much  at  all  our  things, 
and  were  afraid  of  our  horfes  and  other  hearts  out  of  meafure.  They  began  to  prow 
more  civil,  familiar,  pleafant,  and  docible  amongft  us  in  very  fliort  time. 

They  have  boats  made  of  leather,  and  covered  clean  over,  faving  one  place  in  the 
middle  to  fit  in,  planked  within  with  timber ;  and  they  ufe  to  row  them  with  one 
oar,  more  fwiftly  a  great  deal,  than  we  in  our  boats  can  do  with  twenty.  They  have 
one  fort  of  greater  boats  wherein  they  cari-y  about  twenty  perfons,  and  have  a  maft 
with  a  fail  thereon,  which  fail  is  made  of  thin  fkins  or  bladders,  fewed  together  with  the 
fmews  of  filhes. 

They 
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They  are  good  fifliermen,  and  in  their  fmall  boats  being  difguifed  in  their  coats 
of  feal  i'kins,  they  deceive  the  fifli,  who  talce  them  rather  for  their  fellow,  feals,  than  for 
deceiving  men.  They  are  good  markfmen ;  with  their  dart  or  arrow  they  will  com- 
monly kill  a  duck,  or  any  other  fowl,  in  the  head,  and  commonly  in  the  eye.  When 
they  (hoot  at  a  great  fifli  with  any  of  their  darts,  they  ufe  to  tie  a  bladder  thereunto, 
whereby  they  may  the  better  find  them  again,  and  the  fifli  not  able  to  carry  it  fo  eafily 
away  (for  that  the  bladder  doth  buoy  the  dart)  will  at  length  be  weary  and  die  therewith. 

They  ufe  to  traffick  and  exchange  their  commodities  with  fome  other  people,  of  whom 
they  have  fuch  things  as  their  miferable  country,  and  ignorance  of  art  to  make,  denieth 
them  to  have,  as  bars  of  iron,  heads  of  iron  for  thdr  darts,  needles  made  four  fquare, 
certain  buttons  of  copper,  which  they  ufe  to  wear  upon  their  foreheads  for  ornament, 
as  our  ladies  in  the  court  of  England  do  ufe  great  pearl, 

Alfo  they  have  made  figns  unto  us,  that  they  have  feen  gold,  and  fuch  bright 
plates  of  metals,  which  are  ufed  for  ornaments  among  fome  people  with  whom  they 
have  conference. 

We  found  alfo  in  their  tents  a  guinea  bean  of  red  colour,  the  which  do  ufually  grow 
in  the  hot  countries.  Whereby  it  appeareth  that  they  trade  with  other  nations  which 
dwell  far  off,  or  elfe  themfelves  are  great  travellers. 

They  have  nothing  in  ufe  among  them  to  make  fire  withal,  faving  a  kind  of  heath 
and  mols  which  groweth  there  ;  and  they  kindle  their  fire  with  continual  rubbing  and 
fretting  one  ftick  againft  another,  as  we  do  with  flints. 

They  draw  with  dogs  in  fleds  upon  the  ice,  and  remove  their  tents  therewithal, 
wherein  they  dwell  in  fummer,  when  they  go  a  hunting  for  their  prey  and  provifion 
againft  winter.  They  do  fometime  parboil  their  meat  a  little  and  feethe  the  fame  in 
kettles  made  of  feals  fkins  ;  they  have  alio  pans,  cut  and  made  of  ftone  very  artificially  : 
they  ufe  pretty  gins  wherewith  they  take  fowl. 

The  women  carry  their  fucking  children  at  their  backs,  and  do  feed  them  with  raw 
flefli,  which  firfl  they  do  a  little  chew  in  their  own  mouths.  The  women  have  their 
faces  marked  or  painted  over  with  fmall  blue  fpots.  They  have  black  and  long  hair 
on  their  heads,  and  trim  the  fame  in  a  decent  order.  Tlie  men  have  but  little  hair  on 
their  faces,  and  very  thin  beards.  For  their  common  drink,  they  eat  ice  to  quench  their 
thirfh  withal.  Their  earth  yieldeth  no  grain  or  fruit  of  fuflenance  for  man,  or  almofl 
for  beaft  to  live  upon  ;  and  the  people  will  eat  grafs  or  flirubs  of  the  ground,  even 
as  our  kine  do.  They  have  no  wood  growing  in  their  country  thereabouts,  and  yet  we 
find  they  have  fome  timber  among  them,  which  we  think  doth  grow  far  off  to  the 
fouthwards  of  this  place,  about  Canada  or  fome  other  part  of  Nevi-foundland  :  for  there 
belike,  the  trees  flanding  on  the  clifis  of  the  fea-fide,  by  the  weight  of  ice  and  fnow 
in  winter  overcharging  them  with  weight,  when  the  fummer's  thaw  cometh  about,  and 
alfo  the  fea  underfretting  them  beneath,  which  winneth  daily  of  the  land,  they  are 
undermined  and  fall  down  from  thofe  cliffs  into  the  fea,  and  with  the  tides  and 
currents  are  driven  to  and  fro  upon  the  coafts  further  off;  and  by  conjecture  are 
taken  up  here  by  thefe  country  people,  to  ferve  them  to  plank  and  flrengthen  their 
boats  withal,  and  to  make  darts,  bows,  and  arrows,  and  fuch  other  things  ncceffary 
for  their  ufe.  And  of  this  kind  of  drift-wood  we  find  all  the  feas  over  great  ftore, 
which  being  cut  or  fawed  afimder,  by  realon  of  long  driving  in  the  fea  is  eaten  of  worms, 
and  full  of  holes,  of  which  fort  theirs  is  found  to  be. 

We  have  not  yet  found  any  venomous  ferpent,  or  other  hurtful  thing  in  thefe  parts, 
put  there  is  a  kind  of  fmall  fly  or  gnat,  that  ftingeth  and  olicndcth   forely,  leaving 

many 
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many  red  fpots  in  the  face  and  other  places  where  flie  flingeth.     They  have  fnow  and 
hail  in  the  beft  time  of  their  fummer,  and  the  ground  frozen  three  fathom  deep, 

Thefe  people  are  great  enchanters,  and  ufe  many  charms  of  witchcraft ;  for  when 
their  heads  do  ake,  they  tie  a  great  flone  with  a  firing  unto  a  flick,  and  with  certain 
prayers  and  words  done  to  the  flick,  they  lift  up  the  flone  from  ground,  which  fome- 
times  with  all  a  man's  force  they  cannot  flir,  and  fomctime  again  tliey  lift  as  eafdy  as 
a  feather ;  and  hope  thereby  with  certain  ceremonious  words  to  have  eafe  and  help. 
And  they  made  us  by  figns  to  underfland,  lying  grovelling  with  their  faces  upon  the 
ground,  and  making  a  noife  downwardj  that  they  worfhip  the  devil  under  them. 

They  have  great  llore  of  deer,  bears,  hares,  foxes,  and  innumerable  numbers  of 
fundry  forts  of  wild  fowl,  as  fea-mews,  gulls,  wilmots,  ducks,  &:c.  whereof  our  mea 
killed  in  one  day  fifteen  hundred.  They  have  alfo  llore  of  hawks,  falcons,  tafl'els,  Sec 
whereof  two  alighted  on  one  of  our  fhips  at  their  return,  and  were  brought  into  Eng- 
land, which  fome  think  will  prove  very  good  :  there  are  alfo  great  flore  of  ravens,  larks, 
and  partridges,  whereof  the  country  people  feed.  All  thefe  fowls  are  far  thicker 
cloathed  with  down  and  feathers,  and  have  thicker  fkins  than  any  in  England  have ; 
for  as  that  country  is  colder,  fo  nature  hath  provided  a  remedy  thereunto. 

Our  men  have  eaten  of  their  bears,  hares,  partridges,  larks,  and  of  their  wild-fowl, 
and  find  them  reafonable  good  meat,  but  not  fo  delegable  as  ours.  Their  wild-fowl 
mufl  be  all  flean,  their  ikins  are  fo  thick,  and  they  tafte  befl  fried  in  pans. 

The  country  feemeth  to  be  much  fubjeft  to  earthquakes.  The  air  is  very  fubtile, 
piercing  and  fearching,  fo  that  if  any  corrupted  or  infecled  body,  efpecially  with  the 
difeafe  called  morbus  gallicus  come  there,  it  will  prefently  break  forth  and  fhew  itfelf,  and 
cannot  there  by  any  kind  of  falve  or  medicine  be  cured. 

Their  longelt  fummer's  day  is  of  great  length,  without  any  dark  night,  fo  that  in 
July  all  the  night  long  we  might  perfectly  and  eafdy  write  and  read  whatfoever  had 
pleafed  us  ;  which  lightfome  nights  were  very  beneficial  unto,  us,  being  fo  diilreffed  with 
abundance  of  ice  as  we  were. 

The  lunfetteth  to  them  in  the  evening  at  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  ten  of  the  clock, 
and  rifeth  again  in  the  morning,  at  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  one  of  the  clock,  fo 
that  in  fummer  their  fun  fliineth  to  them  twenty  hours  and  a  half,  and  in  the  night  is 
abfent  three  hours  and  a  half:  and  although  the  fun  be  abfent  thefe  three  hours  and 
a  half,  yet  it  is  not  dark  that  time,  for  that  the  fun  is  never  above  three  or  four  degrees 
under  the  edge  of  their  horizon.  The  caufe  is,  that  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  doth  cut  their 
horizon  at  very  uneven  and  oblique  angles.  But  the  moon  at  any  time  of  the  year 
being  in  Cancer,  having  north  latitude,  doth  make  a  full  revolution  above  their  horizon, 
fo  that  fometimes  they  fee  the  moon  above  twenty-four  hours  together.  Some  of  our 
company  of  the  more  ignorant  fort,  thought  we  might  condnually  have  feen  the  fun  and 
moon,  had  it  not  been  for  two  or  three  high  mountains. 

The  people  are  now  become  fo  wary  and  fo  circumfpe£t  by  reafon  of  their  former 
lofTes,  that  by  no  means  we  can  apprehend  any  of  them,  although  we  attempted  often 
in  this  laft  voyage.     But  to  fay  truth,  we  could  not  bellow  any  great  time  iii  purfuintj. 
them,  becaufe  of  our  great  bufmefs  in  lading,  and  other  things. 
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THE  VOYAGES  AND  NAVIGATIONS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  NATION 

TO  VIRGINIA, 

AND  THE  SEVERAL  DISCOVERIES  THEREOF  ; 

CHIEFLY    AT    THE    CHARGES   OF 

THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  WALTER  RALEGH,  KNIGHT, 

From  33  to  40  Degvees  of  Latitude: 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COLONIES  THERE 

PLANTED ; 

AS   LIKEWISE    A    DESCRIPTION    OP    THE    COUNTRY,    WITH    THE    INHABITANTS,    AND 

THE    MANIFOLD    COMMODITIES. 

Whereuato  are  annexed  the  Patents,  Letters,  Difcourfes,  Sec.  to  this  Part  belonging.  * 


The  Letters  Patents,  grajiied  by  the  Oueev's  Majejly  to  M.  Walter  Ralegh,  riow  Knight, 
for  the  difcovering  and  plant'nig  of  new  Lands  cmd  Countries,  to  continue  the  Space  of 
Six  Hears,  arid  no  more. 

"  1  j^  LIZABETH  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Queen,  De- 
Xli  fender  of  die  Faith,&c.  To  all  people  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come, greeting. 
Know  ye  that  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  fcience,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given 
and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  do  give  and  grant 
to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  fervant  Walter  Ralegh  Efquire,  and  to  his  heirs  and 
alTigns  for  ever,  free  liberty  and  licence  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  for  ever 
hereafter,  to  difcover,  fearch,  find  out,  and  view  fuch  remote,  heathen  and  barbarous 
lands,  countries,  and  territories,  not  actually  poffefled  of  any  Chriftian  prince,  nor  in- 
habited by  Chriftian  people,  as  to  him,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  to  every  or  any  of 
them  fhall  feem  good  ;  and  the  fame  to  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  enjoy  to  him,  his  lieirs, 
and  affigns  for  ever,  with  all  prerogatives,  commodities,  jurifdictions,  royalties,  pri- 
vileges, franchifes,  and  pre-eminences,  thereto  or  thereabouts  both  by  fea  and  land, 
whatfoever  v/e  by  our  letters  patent  may  grant,  and  as  we  or  any  of  our  noble  pro- 
genitors have  heretofore  granted  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  : 
and  the  faid  "Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  and  all  fuch  as  from  time  to  time,  by 
licence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  fliall  go  or  travel  thither  to  inhabit  or  remain, 
there  to  build  and  fortify,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and 
afligns,  the  ftatutes  or  adts  of  parhament  made  againib  fugitives,  or  againft  fuch  as 
fhall  depart,  remain,  or  continue  out  of  our  realm  of  England  without  licence,  or  any 
other  ftatute,  aft,  law,  or  any  ordinance  whatfoever  to  the  contrary,  in  any  wife  not- 
withllanding. 

*  Ilakluyt,  iii.  243. 
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*'  And  we  do  Ukewlfe  by  thefc  prcfents,  of  our  efpecial  grace,  mere  motiort,  and  cer- 
tain knowledge,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  give  and  grant  full  authority,  liberty, 
and  power,  to  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  antl  afilgns,  and  every  of  them,  that  he 
and  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  fliall  and  may,  at  all  and  every  time  and 
times  hereafter,  have,  take,  and  lead  in  the  faid  voyage,  and  travel  thitlierward,  or  to 
inhabit  there  with  him  or  them,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our 
fubjetts,  as  fliall  willingly  accompany  hini  or  them,  and  every  or  any  of  them  ;  and  to 
whom  alfo  we  do  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full  liberty  and  authority  in  that  behalf,  and 
alfo  to  have,  take,  and  employ,  and  ufe  fuflicient  Ihipping  and  furniture  for  tlie  tranf- 
portations  and  navigations  in  that  behalf,  fo  that  none  of  the  fame  perfons,  or  any  of 
them,   be  fuch  as  hereafter  fhall  be  reftrained  by  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs. 

"  And  further,  that  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every  of  them, 
fliall  have,  hold,  occupy  and  enjoy  to  him,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every  of  them  for 
ever,  all  the  foil  of  all  fuch  lands,  territories,  and  countries,  fo  to  be  difcovered  and 
poflefled  as  aforefaid,  and  of  all  fuch  cities,  caflles,  towns,  villages,  and  places  in  the 
fame,  with  the  rights,  royalties,  franchifes,  and  jurifdiftions,  as  well  marine  as  other 
withm  the  faid  lands  or  countries,  or  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  to  be  had  or  ufed, 
with  full  power  to  difpofe  thereof,  and  of  every  part,  in  fee  fimple  or  otherwife,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  the  laws  of  England,  as  near  as  the  fame  conveniently  may 
be,  at  his  and  their  w'ill  and  pleafure,  to  any  perfons  then  being,  or  that  fliall  remain 
within  the  allegiance  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs:  referving  always  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  for  all  fervices,  duties,  and  demands,  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold 
and  fdver,  that  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  after  fuch  difcovery,  fubduing  and 
pofl'efling,  fliall  be  there  gotten  and  obtained:  all  which  lands  and  territories  fliall  for  ever 
be  holden  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs, by  homage,  and  by  the  faid  payment  of  the  faid  fifth  part,  referved  only  for 
all  fervices. 

"  And  moreover,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflfors, 
give  and  grant  licence  to  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every 
of  them,  that  he  and  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  fhall  and  may  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  all  times  for  ever  hereafter,  for  his  and  their  defence,  encounter 
and  expulfe,  repel  and  refift,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  by  all  other  ways  what- 
foever,  all  and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  whatfoever,  as  without  the  efpecial 
liking  and  licence  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  and  of  his  heirs  and  afligns,  fliall  at- 
tempt to  inhabit  within  the  faid  countries,  or  any  of  them,  or  within  the  fpace  of  two 
hundred  leagues  near  to  the  place  or  places  within  fuch  countries  as  aforefaid,  (if  they 
Ihall  not  be  before  planted  or  inhabited  within  the  limits,  as  aforefaid,  with  the  fub- 
jefts  of  any  Chrifljan  prince  being  in  amity  with  us,)  where  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh, 
his  heirs  or  afligns,  or  any  of  them,  or  his  or  their  or  any  of  their  aflbciates  or  com- 
pany, fliall  within  fix  years  Cncxt  enfuing)  make  their  dwellings  or  abidings,  or  that 
fliall  enterprife  or  attempt  at  any  time  hereafter  unlawfully  to  annoy  either  by  fea  or 
land  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  or  afligns,  or  any  of  them,  or  his  or  their,  or  any 
of  his  or  their  companies  :  giving  and  granting  by  thefe  prefents,  further  power  and 
authority  to  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every  of  them  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  for  ever  hereafter,  to  take  and  furprife  by  all  manner  of 
means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  thofe  perfon  or  perfons,  with  their  fliips,  veflels,  and 
other  goods  and  furniture,  which  without  the  licence  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  or 
his  heirs,  or  afligns,  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  found  traffickmg  into  any  harbour  or  harbours, 
creek  or  creeks,  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  (the  fubjeds  of  our  realms  and  dominions, 
and  all  other  perfons  in  amity  with  us  trading  to  the  Newf®undlands  for  fifliing,  as 
heretofore  they  have  commonly  ufed,  or  being  driven  by  force  of  a  tempefl:,  or  fliip- 

voi,.  XH.  4  c  wreck 
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wreck  only  excepted  :)  and  thofe  perfons,  and  every  of  them,  with  their  {hips,  veflels, 
goods,  and  furniture,  to  detain  and  poffefs  as  of  good  and  lawful  prize,  according  to 
the  difcretion  of  him  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every  or  any 
of  them.  And  for  uniting  in  more  perfeft  league  and  amity,  of  fuch  countries,  lands 
and  territories  fo  to  be  polfeffed  and  inhabited  as  aforefaid,  with  our  realms  of  England 
and  Ireland,  and  the  better  encouragement  of  men  to  thefe  enterprifes  ;  we  do  by 
thefe  prefents  grant  and  declare,  that  all  fuch  countries,  fo  hereafter  to  be  poflefled  and 
inhabited,  as  is  aforefaid,  from  thenceforth  Ihall  be  of  the  allegiance  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs.  And  we  do  grant  to  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns, 
and  to  all  and  every  of  them,  and  to  all  and  every  other  perfon  and  perfons, 
being  of  our  allegiance,  whofe  names  fhall  be  noted  or  entered  in  fome  of  our  courts 
of  record  within  our  realm  of  England,  that  with  the  affent  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh, 
his  heirs  or  affigns,  fhall  in  his  journies  for  difcovery,  or  in  the  journies  for  conqueft, 
hereafter  travel  to  fuch  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  as  aforefaid,  and  to  their,  and 
to  every  of  their  heirs,  that  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  being  either  born  within 
bur  faid  realms  of  England  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  other  place  within  our  allegiance,  and 
which  hereafter  (hall  be  inhabiting  within  any  the  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  with 
fuch  licence  (as  aforefaid),  fhall  and  may  have  all  the  privileges  of  free  denizens, 
and  perfons  native  of  England,  and  within  our  allegiance,  in  fuch  like  ample  manner 
and  form,  as  if  they  were  bom  and  perfonally  refident  within  our  faid  realm  of  Eng- 
land, any  law,  cuflom,  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

*'  And  forafmuch  as  upon  the  finding  out,  difcovering,  or  inhabiting  of  fuch  remote 
lands,  countries,  and  territories,  as  aforefaid,  it  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  all 
men,  that  fliall  adventure  themfelves  in  thofe  journies  or  voyages,  to  determine  to  live 
together  in  Chriftian  peace  and  civil  quietnefs,  each  with  other,  whereby  every  one 
may  with  more  pleafure  and  profit  enjoy  that  whereunto  they  fhall  attain  with  great  pain 
and  peril ;  We,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  are  likewife  pleafed  and  contented, 
and  by  thefe  prefents  do  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns, 
for  ever,  that  he  and  they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  fhall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  for  ever  hereafter,  within  the  faid  mentioned  remote  lands  and  countries,  in  the 
way  by  the  feas  thither,  and  from  thence,  have  full  and  mere  power  and  authority  to 
correft,  punifh,  pardon,  govern,  and  rule,  by  their  and  every  or  any  of  their  good 
difcretions  and  policies,  as  well  in  caufes  capital  or  criminal,  as  civil,  both  marine  and 
other,  all  fuch  our  fubjefts  as  fhall  from  time  to  time  adventure  themfelves  in  the  faid 
journies  or  voyages,  or  that  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  inhabit  fuch  lands,  countries, 
or  territories,  as  aforefaid,  or  that  fliall  abide  within  200  leagues  of  any  of  the  faid 
place  or  places,  where  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  or  any  of  them, 
or  any  of  his  or  their  afTociates  or  companies,  fhall  inhabit  within  fix  years  next  enfuing 
the  date  hereof,  according  to  fuch  ftatutes,  laws,  and  ordinances,  as  fhall  be  by  him 
the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  devifed  or 
eftabliflied  for  the  better  government  of  the  faid  people,  as  aforefaid.  So  always  as  the 
faid  ftatutes,  laws,  and  ordinances  may  be,  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  agreeable 
to  the  form  of  the  laws,  ftatutes,  government,  or  policy  of  England,  and  alfo  fo  as 
they  be  not  againft  the  true  Chriftian  faith,  now  profefled  in  the  Church  of  England ; 
nor  in  anywife  to  withdraw  any  of  the  fubjedts  or  people  of  thofe  lands  or  places 
from  the  allegiance  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  as  their  immediate  Sovereign, 
under  God. 

"  And  further,  wc  do  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  give  and  grant 
full  power  and  authority  to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  counfcllor  Sir  William  Cecill, 
Knight }  Lord  Burleigh,  our  High  Treafurcr  of  England  j  and  to  the  Lord  Treafurer 

of 
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of  England  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  privy 
council  of  us,  our  heirs  atid  fucceffors,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  for  the 
time  being,  that  he,  they,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  fliall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  under  his  or  their  hands  or  feals,  by  virtue  of  thefe 
prefents,  aulhorife  and  licenfe  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  ailigns,  and  every 
or  any  of  them,  by  him,  and  by  themfelves,  or  by  their  or  any  of  their  fufFicient  attor- 
nies,  deputies,  officers,  miniftcrs,  faftors,  and  fervants,  to  imbark  and  tranfport  out 
of  our  realm  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  dominions  thereof,  all  or  any  of  his  or 
their  goods,  and  all  or  any  the  goods  of  his  or  their  alTociates  and  companies,  and  every 
or  any  of  them,  with  fuch  other  neceffaries  and  commodities  of  any  of  our  realms,  as  to 
the  faid  lord  treafurer,  or  four  or  more  of  the  privy  council,  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors, for  the  time  being  (as  aforefaid)  fhall  be,  from  time  to  time,  by  his  or  their  wif- 
doms  or  difcretions,  thought  meet  and  convenient,  for  the  better  relief  and  fupport- 
ation  of  him  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  and  every  or  any  of  them, 
and  of  his  or  their  or  any  of  their  alTociates  and  companies,  any  ad,  flatute,  law,  or 
any  thing  to  the  contrary  in  anywife  notwithftandlng. 

"  Provided  always,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  all  Chrif- 
tian  kings,  princes,  and  ftates,  that  if  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  or 
any  of  them,  or  any  other  by  their  licence  or  appointment,  fhall  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter  rob  or  fpoil,  by  fea  or  by  land,  or  do  any  aft  of  unjuft  or  unlawful  hofliiity,  to 
any  of  the  fubjefts  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  or  to  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  kings, 
princes,  rulers,  governors,  or  eftates,  being  then  in  perfeft  league  and  amity  with  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceffors ;  and  that  upon  fuch  injury,  or  upon  juft  complaint  of  any  fuch 
prince,  ruler,  governor,  or  eftate,  or  their  fubjedls.  We,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
fliall  make  open  proclamation  within  any  of  the  ports  of  our  realm  of  England,  that 
the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  and  adherents,  or  any  to  whom  thefe 
our  letters  patents  may  extend,  fliall,  within  the  terms  to  be  limited  by  fuch  proclama- 
tion, make  full  reftitution  and  fatisfaftion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done ;  fo  as  both  we  and 
the  faid  princes,  or  other  fo  complaining,  may  hold  us  and  themfelves  fully  contented  : 
and  that  if  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  fliall  not  make,  or  caufe  to 
be  made,  fatisfadlion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  to  be  limited,  that  then  it  fhall  be 
lawful  to  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  put  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs  and 
affigns,  and  adherents,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  places  to  be  difcovered  (as  is 
aforefaid),  or  any  of  them,  out  of  our  allegiance  and  protefliion ;  and  that  from  and 
after  fuch  time  of  putting  out  of  protetlion  of  the  faid  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs,  affigns, 
and  adherents,  and  others  lb  to  be  put  out,  and  the  faid  places  within  their  habitation, 
poffeffion,  and  rule,  fhall  be  out  of  our  allegiance  and  proteftion,  and  free  for  all 
princes  and  others  to  purfue  with  hofliiity,  as  being  not  our  fubjefts,  nor  by  us  any 
way  to  be  avouched,  maintained,  or  defended,  nor  to  be  holden  as  any  of  ours,  nor 
to  our  protedion,  or  dominion,  or  allegiance  any  way  belbnging ;  for  that  cxprefs 
mention  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  certainty  of  the  premiffes,  or  any  part  thereof, 
or  of  any  other  gilt  or  grant  by  us,  or  any  our  progenitors  or  predeceffors  to  the  faid 
Walter  Ralegh,  before  this  time  made,  in  thefe  prefents  be  not  expreffcd,  or  any  other 
grant,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclamation,  or  reftraint,  to  the  contrary  thereof,  before 
this  time  given,  ordained,  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  caufe,  or  matter  whatfo- 
evcr,  in  anywife  notwithltanding.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters 
to  be  made  patents.  Witnefs  ourfelves,  at  Weftmlnfter,  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of 
March,  in  the  fix  and  twentieth  year  of  our  reign." 

4  c  2  The 
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The  FirJ}  Voyage  jnadeto  ihe  Coafls  of  America,  luith  two  barks ^  ivhcrein  were  Cap f aim 
M-  Philip  Amadas,  and  M.  Arthur  Barlowe,  who  difcovered  Part  of  the  Country  now 
called  Virginia,  Anno  1584.  Written  by  one  of  the  f aid  Captains,  arid  fent  to  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  Knight,  at  whofe  Charge  and  Direction  the  f aid  Voyage  was  fet  forth. 

'TpHE  27th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Redemption  1584,  we  departed  the  wefl 
•■■  of  England,  with  two  barks  well  furnilhed  with  men  and  viftuals,  having  received 
our  laft  and  perfeft  direftions  by  your  letters,  confirming  the  former  inftruftions  and 
commandments  delivered  by  yourfelf  at  our  leaving  the  river  of  Thames.  And  I  think 
it  a  matter  both  unneceffary  for  the  manifeft  dUcovery  of  the  country,  as  alfo  for 
tedioufnefs  fake,  to  remember  unto  you  the  diumal  of  our  courfe,  failing  thither  and 
returning ;  only  I  have  prefumed  to  prefent  unto  you  this  brief  difcourfe,  by  which 
you  may  judge  how  profitable  this  land  is  likely  to  fucceed,  as  well  to  yourfelf  (by 
whofe  direftion  and  charge,  and  by  whofe  fervants  this  our  difcovery  hath  been  per- 
formed), as  alfo  to  her  Highnefs,  and  the  commonwealth,  in  which  we  hope  your 
wifdom  will  be  fatisfied,  confidering  that  as  much  by  us  hath  been  brought  to  light,  as 
by  thofe  fmall  means  and  number  of  men  we  had,  could  any  way  have  been  expected 
or  hoped  for. 

The  loth  of  May  we  arrived  at  the  Canaries  ;  and  the  loth  of  June,  in  this  prefent 
year,  we  were  fallen  with  the  iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies,  keeping  a  more  fouth-eafterly 
courfe  than  was  needful,  becaufe  we  doubted  that  the  current  of  the  Bay  of  Mexico, 
difboguing  between  the  Cape  of  Florida  and  Havanna,  had  been  of  greater  force  than 
afterward  we  found  it  to  be.  At  which  iflands  we  found  the  air  very  unwholefome, 
and  our  men  grew  for  the  mofl  part  ill-difpofed ;  fo  that  having  refreflied  ourfelves 
■with  fweet  water  and  frefh  vidu'al,  we  departed  the  twelfth  day  of  our  arrival  there, 
Thefe  iflands,  with  the  refl  adjoining,  are  fo  well  known  to  yourfelf,  and  to  many 
others,  as  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  remembrance  of  them. 

The  2d  of  July  we  found  flioal  water,  where  we  fmelt  fo  fweet  and  fo  flrong  a  fmell, 
as  if  we  had  been  in  the  midfl  of  fome  delicate  garden,  abounding  with  all  kind  of 
odoriferous  flowers,  by  which  we  were  affured  that  the  land  could  not  be  far  diftant ; 
and  keeping  good  watch,  and  bearing  but  flack  fail,  the  4th  of  the  faid  month  we 
arrived  upon  the  coaft,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  a  continent  and  firm  land,  and  we 
failed  along  the  fame  120  Englifh  miles,  before  we  could  find  any  entrance,  or  river 
ilTuing  into  the  fea.  The  firft  that  appeared  unto  us  we  entered,  though  not  without 
fome  difficulty,  and  caft  anchor  about  three  harquebuz-fhots  within  the  haven's  mouth, 
on  the  left  hand  of  the  fame ;  and  after  thanks  given  to  God  for  our  fafe  arrival  th!thf  r, 
we  manned  our  boats  and  went  to  view  the  land  next  adjoining,  and  to  take  poifefTion 
of  the  fame  in  the  right  of  the  Queen's  moft  excellent  Majefly,  as  rightful  Queen  and 
Princefs  of  the  fame,  and  after  delivered  the  f^me  over  to  your  ufe,  according  to  her 
Majefty's  grant  and  letters  patents  under  her  Highnefs'  great  feal.  Which  being  per- 
formed, according  to  the  ceremonies  ufed  in  fuch  enterprifes,  we  viewed  the  land 
about  us,  being,  whereas  we  firfl  landed,  very  fandy  and  low  towards  the  water  fide, 
but  fo  full  of  grapes,  as  the  very  beating  and  furge  of  the  fea  overflowed  them,  of  which 
we  found  fuch  plenty,  as  well  there  as  in  all  places  elfe,  both  on  the  fand  and  on  the 
green  foil  on  the  hills,  as  in  the  plains,  as  well  on  every  little  flirub,  as  alfo  climbing 
towards  the  tops  of  high  cedars,  that  I  think  in  all  the  world  the  like  abundance  is  not 
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to  be  found;  and  myfelf  having  feen  thofe  parts  of  Europe  that  mofl  abound,  find 
fuch  difference  as  were  incredible  to  be  written. 

We  pafled  from  the  fea-fide  towards  the  tops  of  thofe  hills  next  adjoining,  being  but 
of  mean  height,  and  from  thence  we  beheld  the  fea  on  both  fides,  to  the  north  and  to 
the  fouth'',  finding  no  end  any  of  both  ways.  This  land  lay  ftretching  itfelf  to  the  weft, 
which  after  we  found  to  be  but  an  ifland  of  twenty  miles  long,  and  not  above  fix  miles 
broad.  Under  the  bank  or  hill  whereon  we  ftood,  we  beheld  the  valleys  rcplenilhed 
with  goodly  cedar  trees,  and  having  difcharged  our  harquebuz-fhot,  fuch  a  flock  of 
cranes  (the  moll:  part  white)  arofe  under  us,  with  fuch  a  cry,  redoubled  by  many 
echoes,  as  if  an  army  of  men  had  Ihouted  all  together. 

This  ifland  had  many  goodly  woods  full  of  deer,  conies,  hares,  and  fowl,  even  in  the 
midft  of  fummer,  in  incredible  abundance.  The  woods  are  not  fuch  as  you  find  in 
Bohemia,  Mofcovia,  or  Hercynia,  barren  and  fruitlefs,  but  the  higheft  and  reddeft 
cedars  of  the  world,  far  bettering  the  cedars  of  the  Azores,  of  the  Indies,  or  Lybanus  j 
pines,  cyprefles,  faflafras,  the  lentifl<,  or  the  tree  that  beareth  the  maftick,  the  tree  that 
bcareth  the  rind  of  black  cinnamon,  of  which  Mafter  Winter  brought  from  the  Streights 
of  Magellan,  and  many  other  of  excellent  fmell  and  quality. 

We  remained  by  the  fide  of  this  ifland  two  whole  days  before  we  faw  any  people  of 
the  country  ;  the  third  day  we  efpied  one  fmall  boat  rowing  towards  us,  having  in  it 
three  perfons :  this  boat  came  to  the  ifland  fide,  four  harquebuz-fhot  from  our  fliips, 
and  there  two  of  the  people  remaining,  the  third  came  along  the  fhore  fide  towards  us, 
and  we  being  then  all  within  board,  he  walked  up  and  down  upon  the  point  of  the  land 
next  unto  us ;  then  the  mafter  and  the  pilot  of  the  admiral,  Simon  Ferdinando,  and  the 
Captain  Philip  Amadas,  myfelf,  and  others,  rowed  to  the  land,  whofe  coming  this  fel- 
low  attended,  never  making  any  fliew  of  fear  or  doubt.  And  after  he  had  fpoken  of 
many  things  not  underftood  by  us,  we  brought  him,  with  his  own  good  liking,  aboard 
the  fliips,  and  gave  him  a  fliirt,  a  hat,  and  fome  other  things,  and  made  him  tafte  of 
our  wine,  and  our  meat,  which  he  liked  very  well ;  and  after  having  viewed  both  barks, 
he  departed  and  went  to  his  own  boat  ag^n,  which  he  had  left  in  a  little  cove  or  creek 
adjoining  :  as  foon  as  he  was  two  bow-fhots  into  the  water,  he  fell  to  fifliing,  and  in  lefs 
than  half  an  hour  he  had  laden  his  boat  as  deep  as  it  could  fwim,  with  which  he  came 
again  to  the  point  of  the  land,  and  there  he  divided  his  fifti  into  two  parts,  pointing  one 
part  to  the  fliip,  and  the  other  to  the  pinnace ;  which,  after  he  had  (as  much  as  he 
might    requited  the  former  benefits  received,  departed  out  of  our  fight. 

The  next'day  there  came  unto  us  divers  boats,  and  in  one  of  them  the  king's  bro- 
ther, accompanied  with  40  or  ^o  men,  very  handfomc  and  goodly  people,  and  in  their 
behaviour  as  mannerly  and  civil  as  any  of  Europe.  His  name  was  Granganimeo,  and 
the  king  is  called  Wingina,  the  country  Wingandacoa,  and  now  by  her  Majefty  Vir- 
ginia. The  manner  of  his  coming  was  in  this  fort :  he  left  his  boats  altogether,  as  the 
firft  man  did,  a  little  from  the  fliips,  by  the  fhore,  and  came  along  to  the  place  over 
againft  the  fliips,  followed  with  40  men.  When  he  came  to  the  place,  his  fervants 
fpread  a  long  mat  upon  the  ground,  on  which  he  fat  down,  and  at  the  other  end  of 
the  mat  four  others  of  his  company  did  the  like  ;  the  reft  of  his  men  ftood  round  about 
him,  foniewhat  afar  off.  When  we  came  to  the  fliore  to  him  with  our  weapons,  he 
never  moved  troin  his  place,  nor  any  of  the  other  four,  nor  ever  miflrufted  any  harm 
to  be  offered  from  us ;  but  fitting  ftill,  he  beckoned  us  to  come  and  fit  by  him,  which 
we  performttl ;  and  being  fet,  he  made  all  figns  of  joy  and  welcome,  ftriking  on  his 
head  and  his  breaft,  and  afterwards  on  ours,  to  fhew  we  were  all  one,  fmiling  and 
making  fliewj  the  beft  he  could,  of  all  love  and  familiarity.     After  he  had  made  a  long 
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fpeech  unto  us,  we  prefented  him  with  divers  things,  which  he  received  very  joyfully^ 
and  thankfully.  None  of  the  company  durlt  fpeak  one  word  all  the  time ;  only  the 
four  virhich  were  at  the  other  end  fpake  one  in  the  other's  ear  very  foftly. 

The  king  is  greatly  obeyed,  and  his  brothers  and  children  reverenced.  The  king 
himfelf,  in  perfon,  was,  at  our  being  there,  fore  wounded  in  a  fight  which  he  had 
with  the  king  of  the  next  country,  called  Wingina,  and  was  fhot  in  two  places  through 
the  bodv,  and  once  clean  through  the  thigh  ;  but  yet  he  recovered  ;  by  reafon  where- 
of, and  for  that  he  lay  at  the  chief  town  of  the  country,  being  fix  days'  journey  off, 
we  faw  him  not  at  all. 

After  we  had  prefented  this  his  brother  with  fuch  things  as  we  thought  he  liked,  we 
likewife  gave  fomewhat  to  the  other  that  fat  with  him  on  the  mat ;  but  prefently  he 
arofe  and  took  all  from  them,  and  put  it  into  his  own  bafket,  making  figns  and  tokens, 
that  all  things  ought  to  be  delivered  unto  him,  and  the  reft  were  but  his  fervants  and 
followers. 

A  day  or  two  after  this  we  fell  to  trading  with  them,  exchanging  fome  things  that 
we  had,  for  chamoys,  buff,  and  deer-{kins:  when  we  fhewed  him  all  our  packet  of 
merchandife,  of  all  things  that  he  faw,  a  bright  tin  dHh  moft  pleafed  him,  which  he 
prefently  took  up  and  clapt  it  before  his  breaft,  and  after  made  a  hole  in  the  brim 
thereof,  and  hung  it  about  his  neck,  making  figns,  that  it  would  defend  him  againft 
his  enemies'  arrows ;  for  thofe  people  maintain  a  deadly  and  terrible  war  with  the 
people  and  king  adjoining.  We  exchanged  our  tin  difli  for  20  Ikins,  worth  20  crowns, 
or  20  nobles ;  and  a  copper  kettle  for  50  fkins,  worth  50  crowns.  They  offered  us 
good  exchange  for  our  hatchets  and  axes,  and  for  knives,  and  would  have  given  any 
thing  for  fwords  ;  but  we  would  not  depart  with  any. 

After  two  or  three  days  the  king's  brother  came  on  board  the  fhips,  and  drank  wine, 
and  eat  of  our  meat  and  of  our  bread,  and  liked  exceedingly  thereof;  and  after  a  few 
days  overpafl'ed,  he  brought  his  wife  with  him  to  the  fliips,  his  daughter,  and  two  or 
three  children :  his  wife  was  very  well  favoured,  of  mean  ftature  and  very  bafhful : 
Ihe  had  on  her  back  a  long  cloak  of  leather,  with  the  fur  fide  next  to  her  body,  and 
before  her  a  piece  of  the  fame :  about  her  forehead  flie  had  a  band  of  white  coral,  and 
fo  had  her  hufband  many  times :  in  her  ears  fhe  had  bracelets  of  pearls  hanging  down 
to  her  middle,  (whereof  we  delivered  your  worfhip  a  little  bracelet,)  and  thofe  were  of 
the  bignefs  of  good  peas.  The  reft  of  her  women  of  the  better  fort  had  pendants  of 
copper  hanging  in  either  ear,  and  fome  of  the  children  of  the  king's  brother,  and 
other  noblemen,  have  five  or  fix  in  either  ear :  he  himfelf  had  upon  his  head  a  broad 
plate  of  gold  or  copper ;  for  being  unpolifhed,  we  knew  not  what  metal  it  fhould  be, 
neither  would  he  fuft'er  us  by  any  means  to  take  it  off  his  head,  but  feeling  it,  it  would 
bow  very  eafily  :  his  apparel  was  as  his  wife's,  only  the  women  wear  their  hair  long  on 
both  fides,  and  the  men  but  on  one.  They  are  of  colour  yellowifh,  and  their  hair 
black  for  the  moft  part ;  and  yet  we  faw  children  that  had  very  fine  auburn  and  chefnut 
coloured  hair. 

After  that  thefe  women  had  been  there,  there  came  down  from  all  parts  great  ftore 
of  people,  bringing  with  them  leather,  coral,  divers  kinds  of  dies  very  excellent,  and 
exchanged  with  us  ;  but  when  Granganimeo  the  king's  brother  was  prefent,  none  durft 
trade  but  himfelf;  except  fuch  as  wear  red  pieces  of  copper  on  their  heads  like  him- 
felf, for  that  is  the  difference  between  the  noblemen,  and  the  governors  of  countries, 
and  the  meaner  fort.  And  we  both  noted  there,  and  you  have  underftood  fince  by 
ihefe  men  which  we  brought  home,  that  no  people  in  the  world  carry.more  refpeft  to 
their  king,  nobility,  and  governors,  than  thefe  do.     The  king's  brother's  wife,  when 
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flie  came  to  us  (as  flie  did  many  times),  was  followed  by  40  or  50  women  always, 
and  when  fhe  came  into  the  fhip,  flie  left  them  all  on  land,  faving  her  two  daughters, 
her  nurfe,  and  one  or  two  more.  The  king's  brother  always  kept  this  order,  as  many 
boats  as  he  would  come  withal  to  the  fliips,  fo  many  fires  would  he  make  on  the 
Ihore  afar  off,  to  the  end  we  might  underitand  with  what  ftrength  and  company  he 
approached. 

Their  boats  are  made  of  one  tree,  either  of  pine,  or  of  pitch  trees,  a  wood  not  com- 
monly known  to  our  people,  nor  found  growing  in  England.  They  have  no  edge-tools 
to  make  them  withal ;  if  they  have  any  they  are  very  few,  and  thofe  it  feems  they  had 
twenty  years  fince,  which,  as  thofe  two  men  declared,  was  out  of  a  wreck  which  hap- 
pened  upon  their  coaft  of  fome  Chriftian  fhip,  being  beaten  that  way  by  fome  florm 
and  outrageous  weather,  whereof  none  of  the  people  were.f^ved,  but  only  the  fliip  or 
fome  part  of  her  being  caft  upon  the  fand,  out  of  whofe  fides  I'hey  drew  the  nails  and 
the  fpikes,  and  with  thofe  they  made  their  beft  inftruments.  The  manner  of  making 
their  boats  is  thus  ;  they  burn  down  fome  great  tree,  or  take  fuch  as  are  wind-fallen, 
and  putting  gum  and  rofin  upon  one  fide  thereof,  they  fet  fire  into  it,  and  when  it  hath 
burnt  it  hollow,  they  cut  out  the  coal  with  their  fhells,  and  ever  m  here  they  would 
burn  it  deeper  or  wider,  they  lay  on  gums,  which  burn  away  the  timber  ;  and  by  this 
means  they  fafliion  very  fine  boats,  and  fuch  as  will  tranfport  20  men  :  their  oars  are 
like  fcoops,  and  many  times  they  fet  with  long  poles,  as  the  depth  ferveth. 

The  king's  brother  had  great  hking  of  our  armour,  a  fword,  and  divers  other  things 
which  we  had,  and  offered  to  lay  a  great  box  of  pearl  in  gage  for  them  5  but  we 
refufed  it  for  this  time,  becaufe  we  would  not  make  them  know  that  we  efteemed 
thereof,  until  we  had  underflood  in  what  places  of  the  country  the  pearl  grew  ;  which 
now  your  worfhip  doth  very  well  underftand. 

He  was  very  jufl  of  his  promife ;  for  many  times  we  delivered  him  merchandize  upon 
his  word,  but  ever  he  came  within  the  day  and  performed  his  promife.  He  fent  us 
every  day  a  brace  or  two  of  fat  bucks,  conies,  hares,  fifli  the  beft  of  the  world.  He 
fent  us  divers  kinds  of  fruits,  melons,  walnuts,  cucumbers,  gourds,  peas,  and  divers 
roots,  and  fruits  very  excellent  good,  and  of  their  country  corn,  which  is  very  white, 
fair,  and  well  tafted,  and  groweth  three  times  in  five  months  :  in  May  they  fow,  in 
.Tuly  they  reap  ;  in  June  they  fow,  in  Auguft  they  reap  ;  in  July  they  fow,  in  September 
they  reap  ;  only  they  caft  the  corn  into  the  ground,  breaking  a  little  of  the  fo  ft  turf  with 
a  wooden  mattock  or  pickaxe.  Ourfelves  proved  the  foil,  and  put  fome  of  our  peafe 
in  the  ground,  and  in  ten  days  they  were  of  14  inches  high.  They  have  alfo  beans  very 
fair,  of  divers  colours,  and  wonderful  plenty  ;  fome  growing  naturally,  and  fome  in 
their  gardens  ;  and  fo  have  they  both  wheat  and  oats. 

The  foil  is  the  nioft  plentiful,  Iweet,  fruitful,  and  wholefome  of  all  the  world  ;  there 
are  above  1 4  feveral  fweet  fmelling  timber  trees,  and  the  moft  part  of  their  underwoods 
are  bays  and  fuch  like  ;  they  have  thofe  oaks  that  we  have,  but  far  greater  and 
better. 

After  they  had  been  divers  times  on  board  our  fliips,  myfelf  with  feven  more  went 
twenty  miles  into  the  river  that  runneth  towards  the  city  of  Skicoak,  which  river  they 
call  Occam  ;  and  on  the  evening  following  we  came  to  an  ifland,  which  they  call 
Raonoak,  diftant  from  the  harbour  by  which  we  entered  feven  leagues  ;  and  at  the 
north  end  thereof  was  a  village  of  nine  houfes,  built  of  cedar,  and  fortified  round  about 
with  fharp  trees,  to  keep  out  their  enemies,  and  the  entrance  into  it  made  like  a  turn- 
pike very  artificially.  When  we  came  towards  it,  ftanding  near  unto  the  water  fide,  the 
wife  of  Granganimeo,  the  king's  brother,  came  running  out  to  meet  us  very  cheerfully 
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and  friendly  ;  her  hufband  was  not  then  in  the  village ;  fome  of  her  people  flie  com-, 
manded  to  draw  our  boat  on  fliore  for  the  beating  of  the  billow  ;  others  fhe  appointed 
to  carry  us  on  their  backs  to  the  dry  ground  ;  and  others  to  bring  our  oars  into  the 
houfe  for  fear  of  dealing.  When  we  were  come  into  the  outer  room,  having  five  rooms 
in  her  houfe,  fhe  caufed  us  to  fit  down  by  a  great  fire,  and  after  took  off  our  clothes 
and  wafhed  them,  and  dried  them  again  ;  fome  of  the  women  plucked  off  our  flockings 
and  wafhed  them  ;  fome  waflied  our  feet  in  warm  water ;  and  fhe  herfelf  took  great 
pains  to  fee  all  things  ordered  in  the  befl  manner  fhe  could,  making  great  hafle  to  drefs 
Ibme  meat  for  us  to  eat. 

After  we  had  thus  dried  ourfelves,  flie  brought  us  into  the  inner  room,  where  flic 
fet  on  the  board  flanding  along  the  houfe,  fome  wheat  like  fermenty ;  fodden  venifon 
and  roalled  ;  fifh  fodden^r-boiled,  and  roafled  ;  melons,  raw  and  fodden  ;  roots  of 
divers  kinds,  and  divers  fruits  :  their  drink  is  commonly  water,  but  while  the  grape 
lafleth  they  drink  wine,  anil  for  want  of  cafks  to  keep  it,  all  the  year  after  they  drink 
water,  but  it  is  fodden  with  ginger  in  it,  and  black  cinnamon,  and  fometimes  faifafras, 
and  divers  other  wholefome  and  medicinable  herbs  and  trees. 

We  were  entertained  with  all  love  and  kindnefs,  and  with  as  much  bounty  (after 
their  manner)  as  they  could  polhbly  devife.  We  found  the  people  mofl  gentle,  loving, 
and  faithful,  void  of  all  guile  and  treafon,  and  fuch  as  live  after  the  manner  of  the 
golden  age.  The  people  only  care  how  to  defend  themfelvcs  from  the  cold  in  their 
fhort  winter,  and  to  feed  themfelves  with  fuch  meat  as  the  foil  affbrdeth  :  their  meat  is 
very  well  fodden,  and  they  make  broth  very  fweet  and  favory  :  their  veffels  are  earthen 
pots,  very  large,  white,  and  fweet ;  their  difhes  are  wooden  platters  of  fweet  timber  : 
■within  the  place  where  they  feed  was  their  lodging,  and  within  that  their  idol,  which 
they  worfhip,  of  whom  they  fpeak  incredible  things.  While  we  were  at  meat,"  there 
came  in  at  the  gate  two  or  three  men  with  their  bows  and  arrows  from  hunting,  whom 
■when  we  efpied,  we  began  to  look  one  towards  another,  and  offered  to  reach  our 
weapons  ;  but  as  foon  as  fhe  efpied  our  miflrufl,  flie  was  very  much  moved,  and  caufed 
fome  of  her  men  to  run  out,  and  take  away  their  bows  and  arrows  and  break  them, 
and  withal  beat  the  poor  fellows  out  of  the  gate  again.  When  we  departed  in  the 
evening,  and  would  not  tarry  all  night,  fhe  was  very  forry,  and  gave  us  into  our  boat 
our  fupper  half  dreffed,  pots  and  all,  and  brought  us  to  our  boat-fide,  in  which  we  lay 
all  night,  removing  the  fame  a  pretty  diftance  from  the  fhore.  She  perceiving  our 
jealoufy,  was  much  grieved,  and  fent  divers  men  and  thirty  women,  to  fit  all  night  on 
the  bank-fide  by  us,  and  fent  us  into  our  boats  fine  mats  to  cover  us  from  the  rain, 
ufing  very  many  words  to  entreat  us  to  refl  in  their  houfes  j  but  becaufe  we  were  few 
men,  and  if  we  had  mifcarried,  the  voyage  had  been  in  very  great  danger,  we  durll 
not  venture  any  thing,  although  there  was  no  caufe  of  doubt,  for  a  more  kind  and 
loving  people  there  cannot  be  found  in  the  world,  as  far  as  we  have  hitherto  had  trial. 
-^  Beyond  this  ifland  there  is  the  main  land,  and  overagainft  this  ifland  falleth  into  this 
fpacious  water,  the  great  river  called  Occam  by  the  inhabitants,  on  which  ftandeth  a 
town  called  Pomeiock,  and  fix  days  journey  from  the  fame  is  fituate  their  greatefl  city 
called  Skicoak,  which  this  people  afhrm  to  be  very  great ;  but  the  favages  were  never  at 
it,  only  they  fpeak  of  ir  by  the  report  of  their  fathers  and  other  men,  whom  they  have 
heard  it  affirm  to  be  above  one  hour's  journey  about. 

Into  this  river  falleth  another  great  river  called  Cipo,  in  which  there  is  found  great 
ftore  of  mufcles,  in  which  there  are  pearls  ;  likewife  there  defcendeth  into  this  Occam 
another  river  called  Nomapana,  on  the  one  fide  whereof  ftandeth  a  great  town  called 
Chawanook,  and  the  lord  of  that  town  and  country  is  called  Pooneno  :  this  Pooneno 

is 


THE    ENGLISH    TO    VIRGINIA.  569 

is  not  fubjeft  to  the  king  of  Wingandacoa,  but  is  a  free  lord.  Beyond  this  country  is 
there  another  king,  whom  they  call  Menatonon,  and  thefe  three  kings  are  in  league 
with  each  other.  Towards  the  S.  W.  four  days  journey,  is  fituate  a  town  called 
Sequotan,  which  is  the  fouthernmofl:  town  of  Wingandacoa,  near  unto  wliich  26  years 
part,  there  was  a  fhip  call  away,  whereof  fome  of  the  people  were  faved,  and  thofe 
were  white  people,  whom  the  country  people  preferved. 

And  after  ten  days  remaining  in  an  out  ifland  uninhabited,  called  Wocokon,  they 
with  the  help  of  fome  of  the  dwellers  of  Sequotan,  faflened  two  boats  of  the  country 
together,  and  made  mails  unto  them,  and  fails  of  their  fliirts,  and  having  taken  into 
them  fuch  viftuals  as  the  country  yielded,  they  departed,  after  they  had  remained  in 
this  out  ifland  three  weeks  :  but  fhortly  after  it  feemed  they  were  call  away,  for  the 
boats  were  found  upon  the  coaft,  caft  a-land  in  another  ifland  adjoining  ;  other  than 
thefe,  there  was  never  any  people  apparelled,  or  white  of  colour,  either  feen  or  heard 
of  among  thefe  people,  and  thefe  aforefaid  were  feen  only  of  the  inhabitants  of  Secotan, 
which  appeared  to  be  very  true,  for  they  w^ondered  marvelloufly  when  we  were  amongft 
them  at  the  whitenefs  of  our  fkins,  ever  coveting  to  touch  our  breads,  and  to  view  the 
fame.  Befides,  they  had  our  Ihips  in  marvellous  admiration,  and  all  things  elfe  were 
fo  ftrange  unto  them,  as  it  appeared  that  none  of  them  had  ever  feen  the  like.  When 
we  difcharged  any  piece,  were  it  but  an  harquebuz,  they  would  tremble  thereat  for 
very  fear,  and  for  the  ftrangenefs  of  the  fame  ;  for  the  weapons  which  themfelves  ufe 
are  bows  and  arrows  :  the  arrows  are  but  of  iinall  canes,  headed  with  a  Iharp  fhell  or 
tooth  of  a  fifh,  fufficient  enough  to  kill  a  naked  man  ;  their  fwords  be  of  wood 
hardened  ;  Ukewife  they  ufe  wooden  breafl-plates  for  their  defence ;  they  have  befide 
a  kind  of  club,  in  the  end  whereof  they  fallen  the  fharp  horns  of  a  ftag  or  other  beaft. 
When  they  go  to  wars,  they  carry  about  with  them  their  idol,  of  whom  they  aflc  counfel, 
as  the  Romans  were  wont  of  the  Oracle  of  Apollo.  They  fmg  fongs  as  they  march 
towards  the  battle,  inflead  of  drums  and  trumpets  :  their  wars  are  very  cruel  and 
bloody,  by  reafon  whereof,  and  of  their  civil  diflenfions  which  have  happened  of  late 
years  amongft  them,  the  people  are  marvelloufly  wafted,  and  in  fome  places  the  country 
left  defolate. 

Adjoining  to  this  country  aforefaid  called  Secotan,  beginneth  a  country  called 
Pomouick,  belonging  to  another  king  whom  they  call  Piemacum,  and  this  king  is  in 
league  with  the  next  king  adjoining  towards  the  fetdng  of  the  fun,  and  the  country 
Newfiok,  fituate  upon  a  goodly  river  called  Neus :  thefe  kings  have  mortal  war  with 
Wingina  a  king  of  Wingandacoa :  but  about  two  years  paft  there  was  a  peace  made 
between  the  king  Piemacum,  and  the  lord  of  Secotan,  as  thefe  men  which  we  have 
brought  with  us  to  England,  have  given  us  to  underftand  :  but  there  remaineth  a 
mortal  malice  in  the  Secotans,  for  many  injuries  and  flaughters  done  upon  them  by 
this  Piemacum.  They  invited  divers  men  and  thirty  women  of  the  beft  of  his  country  to 
their  town  to  a  feaft,  and  when  they  were  altogether  merry,  and  praying  before  their  idol 
(which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  mere  illufion  of  the  devil),  the  captain  or  lord  of  the  town 
came  fuddenly  upon  them,  and  flew  them  every  one,  referving  the  women  and  children  : 
and  thefe  two  have  oftentimes  fince  perfuaded  us  to  furprize  Piemacum  his  town,  having 
promifed  and  aflTured  us,  that  there  wdll  be  found  in  it  great  ftore  of  commodides  :  but 
whether  their  perfuafion  be  to  the  end  they  may  be  revenged  of  their  enemies,  or  for 
the  love  they  bear  to  us,  we  leave  that  to  the  trial  hereafter. 

Beyond  this  ifland  called  Roanoak,  are  main  iflands  very  plentiful  of  fruits  and  other 
natural  increafes,  together  with  many  towns  and  villages,  along  the  fide  of  the  continent 
fome  bounding  upon  the  iflands,  and  fome  ftretching  up  further  into  the  land. 
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When  we  firft  had  fight  of  this  country,  fome  thought  the  firft  land  we  faw  to  be 
ihe  continent  :  but  after  we  entered  into  the  haven,  we  faw  before  us  another  mighty- 
long  fea  ;  for  there  lyeth  along  the  coaft  a  traft  of  iflands,  200  miles  in  length,  ad- 
joining to  the  ocean  fea,  and  between  the  iflands  two  or  three  entrances  :  when  you 
are  entered  between  them  (thefe  iflands  being  very  narrow  for  the  moft  part,  as  in  mofl 
places  fix  miles  broad,  in  fome  places  lefs,  in  few  more),  then  there  appeareth  another 
great  fea,  containing  in  breadth  in  fome  places  40,  and  in  fome  50,  in  fome  20  miles 
over,  before  you  come  unto  the  continent  :  and  in  this  inclofed  fea  there  are  above  an 
hundred  iflands  of  divers  bigneffes,  whereof  one  is  1 6  miles  long,  at  which  we  were, 
finding  it  a  moll  pleafant  and  fertile  ground,  replenilhed  with  goodly  cedars,  and  divers 
other  fweet  woods,  full  of  currants,  of  flax,  and  many  other  notable  commodities,' 
which  we  at  that  time  had  no  leifure  to  view.  Befides  this  ifland  there  are  many,  as  I 
have  faid,  fome  of  two,  of  three,  of  four,  of  five  miles,  fome  more,  fome  lefs,  moft 
beautiful  and  pleafant  to  behold,  repleniflied  with  deer,  conies,  hares,  and  divers  beafts, 
and  about  them  the  goodlieft  and  beft  fifli  in  the  world,  and  in  greatefl:  abundance. 

Thus,  Sir,  we  have  acquainted  you  with  the  particulars  of  our  difcovery  made  this  pre- 
fent  voyage,  as  far  forth  as  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  we  there  continued  would  aftbrd  us 
fo  take  view  of :  and  fo  contenting  ourfelves  with  this  fervice  at  this  time,  which  we 
hope  hereafter  to  enlarge,  as  occafion  and  afliftance  fhall  be  given,  we  refolved  to  leave 
the  country,  and  to  apply  ourfelves  to  return  for  England,  which  we  did  accordingly, 
and  arrived  fafely  in  the  weft  of  England  about  the  midft  of  September. 

And  whereas  we  have  above  certified  you  of  the  country  taken  in  poflefiion  by  us  to  her 
Majefty's  ufe,  and  fo  to  yours  by  her  Majefty's  grant ;  we  thought  good  for  the  better, 
aflurance  thereof  to  record  fome  of  the  particular  gentlemen,  and  men  of  account,  who 
tlien  were  prefent,  as  witnefles  of  the  fame ;  that  thereby  all  occafion  of  cavil  to  the  title 
of  the  country,  in  her  Majefty's  behalf,  may  be  prevented,  which  otherwife,  fuch  as  like 
not  fhe  adion,  may  ufe  and  pretend  ;  whofe  names  are  : 

p,        -  f  Mafter  Philip  Amadas. 

^.aptams      -      -    j  Mafter  Arthur  Barlow. 
"William  Greenevile^ 
John  Wood. 
James  Browewich. 

^r  1.    ^  Henrv  Greene. 

Of  the  Company  ^  ^^^-^^^.-^-^  ^rood. 

Simon  Ferdinando.. 
Nicholas  Petman.. 
_  John  Hewes. 

We  brought  home  alfo  two  of  the  favagesj  being  lufty  men,  whofe  names  were- 
Wanchefe  and  Manteo. 
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the  Tear  1585. 

npHE  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  aforeliiid,  we  departed  from  Plymouth,  our  fleci 
confifting  of  the  number  of  feven  fails,  to  wit,  the  'Hger,  of  the  burthen  of  feven 
fcore  tons,  a  fly-boat  called  the  Roe-buck,  of  the  like  burden,  the  Lion  of  loo  tons 
or  thereabouts,  the  Elizabeth  of  50  tons,  and  the  Dorothy,  a  fmall  bark,:  whereunto 
were  alfo  adjoined  for  fpecdy  fervices,  two  fmall  pinnaces.  The  principal  gentleman 
of  our  company  were  thefe,  M.  Ralph  Lane,  M.  'i'homas  Candifli,  M.  John  Arundcll, 
M.  Raymund,  M.  Stukeley,  M.  Bremige,  M.  Vincent,  and  M.  John  Clarke,  and  divers 
others,  whereof  fome  were  captains,  and  other  fome  affiftants  for  counfel,  and  good 
direftions  in  the  voyage. 

The  14th  day  of  April  we  fell  with  Lancerota  and  Forteventura,  ifles  of  the 
Canaries,  and  from  thence  we  continued  our  courfe  for  Dominica,  one  of  the  Antiles  of 
the  well  India,  wherewith  we  fell  the  7th  day  of  May,  and  the  loth  day  following  wt- 
came  to  anchor  at  Cotefa,  a  little  ifland  fituated  near  to  the  Ifland  of  S.  John,  where  we 
landed  and  refrefhed  ourfelves  all  that  day. 

The  1 2th  day  of  May  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Mofkito,  in  the  Ifland  of 
S.  John,  within  a  faulcon  fliot  of  the  fliore  ;  where  our  general,  Sir  Richard  Greenevile, 
and  the  mofl:  part  of  our  company  landed,  and  began  to  fortify  very  near  to  the  fea 
fide  ;  the  river  ran  by  the  one  fide  of  our  fort,  and  the  other  two  fides  were  environed 
with  woods. 

The  1 3th  day,  we  began  to  build  a  new  pinnace  within  the  fort,  with  the  timber  that 
we  then  felled  in  the  country,  fome  part  whereof  we  fetcht  three  miles  up  in  the  land,  and 
brought  it  to  our  fort  upon  trucks,  the  Spaniard  not  daring  to  make  or  offer  refiftance. 

The  1 6th  day,  there  appeared  unto  us  out  of  the  woods,  eight  horfemen  of  the 
Spaniards,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our  fort,  fl:aying  about  half  an  hour  in  viewing 
our  forces  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  faw  ten  of  our  ftiot  marching  towards  them,  they  pre- 
fently  retired  into  the  woods. 

The  19th  day,  Mafl:er  Candifli,  who  had  been  feparated  from  our  fleet  in  afl:orm  in 
the  bay  of  Portugal,  arrived  at  Cotefa,  within  the  light  of  the  Tiger  ;  we  thinking  him 
afar  off  to  be  either  a  Spaniard  or  a  French  wian  of  war,  thought  it  good  to  weigh 
anchors,  and  to  go  room  with  him,  which  the  Tiger  did,  and  difcerned  him  at  laft  to 
be  one  of  our  conforts  ;  for  joy  of  whofe  coming,  our  fliips  difcharged  their  ordnance, 
and  fainted  him  according  to  the  manner  of  the  feas. 

The  22d  day,  20  other  Spanifli  horfemen  fliewed  themfelvesto  us  upon  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  who  being  feen,  our  general  difpatched  20  footmen  toward  them,  and 
two  horfemen  of  ours,  mounted  on  Spanifli  horfes,  which  we  before  had  taken  in  the 
time  of  our  being  on  the  ifland  :  they  fliewed  to  our  men  a  flag  of  truce,  and  made 
figns  to  have  a  parle  with  us  ;  whereupon  two  of  our  men  went  half  of  the  way  upon 
the  fands,  and  tw^o  of  theirs  came  and  met  them  :  the  two  Spaniards  offered  very  great 
falutations  to  our  men,  but  began,  according  to  their  Spanifli  proud  humours,  to  ex- 
poftulate  with  them  about  their  arrival  and  fortifying  in  their  country,  who  notwith- 
ftanding  by  our  men's  difcreet  anfwers  were  fo  cooled,  that  (whereas  they  were  told,  our 
principal  intention  was  only  to  furnifli  ourfelves  with  water  and  victuals,  and  other 
neceflaries,  whereof  we  fl:ood  in  need,  which  we  craved  might  be  yielded  us  with  fair 
and  friendly  means,  otherwife  our  refolution  was  to  praftile  force,  and  to  relieve  our- 
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felves  by  the  fword,)  the  Spaniards  in  conchifion  feeing  our  men  fo  refolute,  yielded  to 
our  requeft  with  large  promifes  ot  all  courtefy  and  great  favour,  and  fo  our  men  and 
theirs  departed. 

The  23d  day,  our  pinnace  was  finiflaed  and  launched ;  which  being  done,  our  general 
with  his  captains  and  gentlemen  marched  up  into  the  country  about  the  fpace  of  four 
miles,  where  in  a  plain  marfh,  they  ftayed  expeding  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards  ac- 
cording to  their  promife,  to  furnifli  us  with  viduals,  who  keeping  their  old  cuftom  for 
perjury  and  breach  of  promife,  came  not ;  whereupon  our  general  fired  the  woods 
thereabout,  and  fo  retired  to  our  fort,  which  the  fame  day  was  fired  alfo,  and  each 
man  came  aboard  to  be  ready  to  fet  fail  the  next  morning. 

The  26th  day,  we  fet  fail  from  8.  John's,  being  many  of  us  flung  before  upon  fhore  by 
the  mufkitos  ;  but  the  fame  night  we  took  a  Spanifh  frigate,  which  was  forfaken  by 
the  Spaniards  upon  the  fight  of  us,  and  the  next  day  in  the  morning  very  early  we 
took  another  frigate,  with  good  and  rich  freight,  and  divers  Spaniards  of  account 
in  her,  which  afterwards  we  ranfomed  for  good  round  fums,  and  landed  them  in 
S.  John's. 

The  29th  day,  our  lieutenant,  M.  Ralph  Lane,  went  in  one  of  the  frigates  which 
we  had  taken,  to  Roxo  Bay,  upon  the  S.  W.  fide  of  S.  John's,  to  fetch  fait,  being 
thither  conduced  by  a  Spanifh  pilot  :  as  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  he  landed  with  his 
men  to  the  number  of  20,  and  intrenched  themfelves  upon  the  fands  immediately,  com- 
pafling  one  of  their  fait  hills  within  the  trench  ;  who  being  feen  of  the  Spaniards,  there 
came  down  towards  him  two  or  three  troops  of  horfemen  and  footmen,  who  gave  him 
the  looking  and  gazing  on,  but  durft  not  come  near  him  to  offer  any  refiflance  ;  fo 
that  Mafler  Lane,  maugre  their  troops,  carried  their  fait  aboard,  and  laded  his  frigate, 
and  fo  returned  again  to  our  fleet  the  29th  day,  which  rode  at  S.  German's  Bay.  The 
fame  day  we  all  departed,  and  the  next  day  arrived  in.  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola. 

The  firfl  day  of  June,  we  anchored  at  Ifabella  on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola. 

The  3d  day  of  June,  the  governor  of  Ifabella,  and  the  captain  of  the  Port  de  Plata, 
being  certified  by  the  reports  of  fundry  Spaniards,  who  had  been  well  entertained 
aboard  our  fhips  by  our  general,  that  in  our  fleet  were  many  brave  and  gallant  gentle- 
men, who  greatly  defired  to  fee  the  governor  aforefaid,  he  thereupon  fent  gentle  com- 
mendations to  our  general,  promifing  within  few  days  to  come  to  him  in  perfon,  which 
he  performed  accordingly. 

The  5th  day,  the  aforefaid  governor,  accompanied  with  a  lufty  friar,  and  20  other 
Spaniards,  with  their  friends  and  negroes,  came  down  to  the  fea  fide,  where  our  fliips 
rode  at  anchor  ;  who  being  feen,  our  general  manned  immediately  the  moft  part  of  his 
boats  with  the  chief  men  of  our  fleet,  every  man  appointed  and  furniflied  in  the  beil 
fort.  At  the  landing  of  our  general,  the  Spanifli  governor  received  him  very  courteoully, 
and  the  Spanifh  gentlemen  faluted  our  Englifh  gentlemen,  and  their  inferior  fort  did 
alfo  falute  our  foldiers  and  feamen,  liking  our  men,  and  likewife  their  qualities, 
although  at  the  firft  they  feemed  to  ftand  in  fear  of  us,  and  of  fo  many  of  our  boats, 
whereof  they  defired  that  all  might  not  land  their  men,  yet  in  the  end,  the  courtefies 
that  paffed  on  both  fides  were  fo  great,  that  all  fear  and  miltruft  on  the  Spaniards  part 
was  abandoned. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  our  Englifli  general  and  the  Spanifh  governor  difcourfed 
betwixt  them  of  divers  matters,  as  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  the  multitude  of  the 
towns  and  people,  and  the  commodities  of  the  ifland  ;  our  men  provided  two 
banqueting  houfes  covered  with  green  boughs,  the  one  for  the  gentlemen,  the  other 
for  the  fervants,  and  a  fumptuous  banquet  was  brought  in,  ferved  by  us  all  in  plate, 
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with  the  found  of  trumpets,  and  concert  of  mufic,  wherewith  the  Spaniards  were  more 
than  delighted.  ,  Which  banquet  being  ended,  the  Spaniards  in  recompence  of  our 
courtefy,  caufed  a  great  herd  of  white  bulls  and  kine  to  be  brought  together  from  the 
mountains,  and  appointed  for  every  gentleman  and  captjiin  that  would  ride,  a  horfe  ready 
faddled,  and  then  fmgled  out  three  of  the  bell  of  them,  to  be  hunted  by  horfemen  after 
their  manner,  fo  that  thepaftime  grew  very  pleafanrfor  thefpace  of  three  hours,  wherein 
all  three  of  the  beafts  were  killed,  whereof  one  took  the  fea,  and  there  was  ilain  with  a 
mufket.  After  this  fport  many  rare  prefents  and  gifts  were  given  and  bellowed  on  both 
parts,  and  the  next  day  we  played  the  merchants  with  them  by  way  of  truck  and  ex- 
change of  divers  of  their  commodities,  as  horfes,  mares,  kine,  bulls,  goats,  fwrne,  fhetp, 
bull-hides,  fugar,  ginger,  pearl,  tobacco,  and  luch  like  commodities  of  the  iiland. 

The  7th  day  we  departed,  with  great  good  will  from  the  Spaniards,  from  the  ifland 
of  Hifpaniola :  but  the  wifer  fort  do  impute  this  great  fhew  of  friendfhip  and  courtefy 
ufed  towards  us  by  the  Spaniards,  rather  to  the  force  that  we  were  of,  and  the 
vigilance  and  watchfulnefs  that  was  amongfl:  us,  than  to  any  hearty  good  will,  or  fure 
friendly  entertainment  ;  for  doubtlefs  if  they  had  been  flronger  than  we,  we  might 
have  looked  for  no  better  courtefy  at  their  hands,  than  mailer  John  Hawkins  received 
at  S.  John  de  Ulva,  or  John  Oxnam  near  the  Streights  of  Darien,  and  divers  others  of 
our  countrymen  in  other  places. 

The  8th  day,  we  anchored  at  a  fmall  ifland  to  take  feals,  which  in  that  place  we 
underflood  to  have  been  in  great  quantity,  where  the  general  and  certain  others  with 
him  in  the  pinnace  were  in  very  great  danger  to  have  been  all  caft  away,  but  by  the 
help  of  God,  they  efcaped  the  hazard,  and  returned  aboard  the  Admiral  in  fafety. 

The  9th  day,  we  arrived  and  landed  in  the  Ifle  of  Caycos,  in  which  ifland  we  fearched 
for  fait  ponds,  upon  the  advertifement  and  information  of  a  Portugal :  who  indeed 
abufed  our  general  and  us,  deferving  a  halter  for  his  hire,  if  it  had  fo  pleafed  us. 
The  1 2th,  we  anchored  at  Guanima,  and  landed. 
The  15th  and  i6th,  we  anchored  and  landed  at  Cyguateo. 
The  20th,  we  fell  in  with  the  main  of  Florida. 

The  23d,  we  were  in  great  danger  of  a  wreck  on  a  beach  called  the  Cape  of  Fear. 
The  24th,  we  came  to  anchor  in  a  harbour,  where  we  caught  in  one  tide  fo  much  fifli 
as  would  have  yielded  us  20  pounds  in  London  :  this  was  our  firfl  landing  in  Florida. 
The  26th,  we  came  to  anchor  at  Wococon. 

The  29th,  we  weighed  anchor  to  bring  the  Tiger  into  the  harbour,  where  through, 
the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  mailer,  whofe  name  was  Fernando,  the  Admiral  flruck  on 
ground  and  funk. 

The  3d  of  July,  we  fent  word  of  our  arriving  at  Wococon,  to  Wingina  at  Roanoak. 
The  6th,  M.  John  Arundell  was  fent  to  the  main,  and  Manteo  with  him  ;  and  Captain 
Aubrey  and  Captain  Boniten  the  fame  day  were  fent  to  Croatoan,  where  they  found 
two  of  our  men  left  there  with  30  other,  by  Captain  Raymond,  fome  20  days  before. 

The  8th,  Captain  Aubrey  and  Captain  Boniten  returned,  with  two  of  our  men 
found  by  them,  to  us  at  Wococon. 

The  I  ith  day,  the  general  accompanied  in  his  tilt  boat  with  Mafl:er  John  Arundell, 
Mafter  Stukeley,  and  divers  other  gentlemen,  Mafler  Lane,  Mafler  Candifli,  Mailer 
Hariot,  and  20  others  in  the  new  pinnace,  Captain  Amadas,  Captain  Clarke,  with 
10  others  in  a  fliip  boat,  Francis  Brook  and  John  White  in  another  fliip  boat,  pafled 
over  the  water  from  Wococon  to  the  main  land,  vidualled  for  eight  days,  in  which  voyage 
we  firfl  difcovered  the  towns  of  Pomeiok,  Aquafcogoc,  and  Secotan,  and  alfo  the  gi-eat 
lake  called  by  the  favages  Paquipe,  with  divers  other  places,  and  fo  returned  with  that 
difcovery  to  our  fleet. 

The 
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The  1 2th,  we  came  to  the  town  of  Pomeiok. 

The  13th,  wepafled  by  water  to  Aquafcogok. 

The  1 5th,  we  came  to  Secotan,  and  were  well  entertained  there  of  the  favages. 

Tiie  16th,  we  returned  thence,  and  one  of  our  boats  with  the  Admiral  was  fent  to 
Aquafcogok,  to  demand  a  filver  cup  which  one  of  the  favages  had  flolen  from  us,  and 
receivingit  according  to  his  promife,  we  burnt  and  fpoiled  their  corn  and  town,  all 
people  being  fled. 

The  18th,  we  returned  from  the  difcovery  of  Secotan,  and  the  fame  day  came  aboard 
our  fleet  riding  at  Wococon. 

The  2 1  ft,  our  fleet  anchoring  at  Wococon,  we  weighed  anchor  for  Hatorafke. 

The  27th,  our  fleet  anchored  at  Hatorafke,  and  there  we  refted.         • 

The  29th,  Grangino,  brother  to  king  Wingina,  came  on  board  the  Admiral,  and  Man- 
teo  with  him. 

Augufl;  the  2d,  the  Admiral  was  fent  to  Weapomeiok. 

The  5th,  M.  John  Arundell  was  fent  for  England. 

The  25th,  our  general  weighed  anchor,  and  fet  foil  for  England. 

About  the  31ft,  he  took  a  Spanifli  fliip  of  300  ton,  richly  loaden,  boarding  her  with  a 
boat  made  with  boards  of  chefts,  which  fell  afunder  and  funk  at  the  fhip's  fide,  as  foon 
as  ever  he  and  his  men  were  out  of  it. 

The  loth  of  September,  by  foul  weather,  the  general  then  (hipped  in  the  prize, 
loft  fight  of  the  Tiger. 

The  6th  of  Oftober,  the  Tiger  fell  with  the  Lands-end,  and  the  fame  day  came  to 
anchor  at  Falmouth. 

The  1 8th,  the  general  came  with  the  prize  to  Plymouth,  and  was  courteoufly  received 
by  divers  of  his  worfliipful  friends. 

The  Names  of  thofe   as  well  Gentlemen  as  others,  that   remained  one  whole  year  in 
Virginia,  under  the  government  of  Mafter  Ralph  Lane. 


Mafter  Philip  Amadas,  Admiral 

of  the  country. 
Mafter  Hariot. 
Mafter  A£l:on. 
Mafter  Edward  Stafford. 
Thomas  Luddington. 
Mafter  Marvyn. 
Mafter  Gardiner. 
Captain  Vaughan. 
Mafter  Kendall. 
Mafter  Pridcox. 
Robert  Holecroft. 
Rife  Courtney. 
Mafter  Hugh  Rogers. 
Mafter  Thomas  Harvie. 
Mafter  Sneiling. 
Mafter  Anthony  Ruffe. 
Mafter  Allyne. 
Mafter  Michael  Polifon. 
John  Cage. 
Thomas  Parre. 


William  Randes. 
Geoffrey  Churchman. 
William  Farthow. 
John  Taylor. 
Philip  Robyns. 
Thomas  Philips, 
Valentine  Beale. 
Thomas  Foxe. 
Darby  Glande. 
Edward  Nugen. 
Edward  Kelley. 
John  Goftigo. 
Erafinus  Clefs. 
Edward  Ketchenan. 
John  Linfey. 
Thomas  Rottenbury. 
Roger  Deane. 
John  Harris. 
Francis  Norris. 
Mathew  Lyne. 
Edward  Kettell. 


Thomas 
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Thomas  Wifle. 
Robert  Bifcombe. 
William  Backhoufe. 
William  White. 
Henry  Potkin. 
Dennis  Barnes. 
Jofeph  Borges. 
Doiigham  Cannes. 
William  Teiiche. 
Randall  Latham. 
Thomas  Ilulme. 
Walter  Mill. 
Richard  Gilbert. 
Steven  Pomarie. 
John  Brooke. 
Bennett  Hairc. 
James  Stevenfon. 
Charles  Stevenibn. 
Chriftopher  Lowde. 
Jeremy  Wan. 
James  Mafon 
David  Salter. 
Richard  Ireland. 
Thomas  Bookener. 
William  Philips. 
Randal  Mayne. 
James  Skinner. 
George  Efeven. 
John  Chandeler. 
Philip  Blunt. 
Richard  Poore. 
Robert  Yong. 
Mannaduke  Conftable. 


Thomas  Hcikett. 
William  Waile. 
John  Pever. 
Daniel. 

Thomas  Taylor. 
Richard  Humfrey. 
John  Wright. 
Gabriel  North. 
Bennet  Chappell. 
Richard  Sare. 
James  Lacie. 
Smolkin. 
Thomas  Smart. 
Robert. 
John  Evans. 
Roger  Large. 
Humfrey  Garden. 
Francis  Whitton. 
Rowland  Griftyn. 
William  Millard. 
John  Twit. 
Edward  Seclemore. 
John  Anwike. 
Chriftopher  Marfliall. 
David  Williams. 
Nicholas  Swabber. 
Edward  Chipping. 
Silvefter  Beching. 
Vincent  Cheyne. 
Hance  Walters. 
Edward  Barecombe. 
Thomas  Skevelabs. 
WiUiam  Walters. 


An  Extract  of  Mailer  Ralph  Lane's  Letter  to  M.  Richard  Hakluyt  EfquirCj  and  another 
Gentleman  of  the  Middle  Temple,  from  Virginia. 

"  In  the  mean  while  you  fhall  underftand,  that  fmce  Sir  Richard  Greertvil's  departure 
from  us,  as  alfo  before,  we  have  difcovered  the  main  to  be  the  goodlicft  foil  under  the 
cope  of  heaven,  fo  abounding  with  fweet  trees,  that  bring  fuch  fundry  rich  and  pleafant 
gums,  grapes  of  fuch  greatnefs,  yet  wild,  as  France,  Spain,  nor  Italy  have  no  greater  ;. 
ib  many  forts  of  apothecary  drugs,  fuch  feveral  kinds  of  flax,  and  one  kind  like  filk, 
the  fame  gathered  of  a  grafs,  as  common  there  as  grafs  is  here.  And  now  within 
thefe  few  days  we  have  found  here  maize  or  Guinea  wheat,  whofe  ear  yieldeth  corn  for 
bread  400  upon  one  ear,  and  the  cane  maketh  very  good  and  perfefl:  fugar,  alfo 
ierra  Samia,  otherwife  terra  Jigillata.  Belides  that,  it  is  the  goodlieft  and  moft 
pleafmg  territory  of  the  world  ;  for  the  continent  is  of  an  huge  and  miknovvn  great- 
nefs, and  very  well  pec  pled  and  towned,  though  favagely,  and  the  climate  fo  wholefome, 
that  we  had  not  one  fick  fine,  we  touched  the  land  here.  To  conclude,  if  Virginia 
had  but  horfes  and  kine  in  touie  realbnable  proportion,  I  dare  aiTure  myfeif,  being  in- 
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habited  with  Engli(h,  no  realm  in  Chriftendom  were  comparable  to  it.  For  this  already 
we  find,  that  what  commodities  foever  France,  Spain,  Italy,  or  the  eafl:  parts  do  yield 
unto  us,  in  wines  of  all  forts,  in  oils,  in  flax,  in  rofins,  pitch,  frankincenfe,  currants, 
fugars,  and  fuch  like,  thefe  parts  do  abound  with  the  growth  of  them  all ;  but  being 
favages  that  poflefs  the  land,  they  know  no  ufe  of  the  fame.  And  fundry  other  rich 
commodities,  that  no  parts  of  the  world,  be  they  Weil  or  Eaft  Indies,  have,  here  we 
find  great  abundance  of.  The  people  naturally  are  moft  courteous,  and  very  defirous 
to  have  cloaths,  but  efpecially  of  coarfe  cloth  rather  than  filk,  coarfe  canvafs  they  alfo 
like  well  of,  but  copper  carrieth  the  price  of  all,  fo  it  be  made  red.  Thus  good  M. 
Hakluyt,  and  M.  H.  I  have  joined  you  both  in  one  letter  of  remembrance,  as  two  that  I 
love  dearly  well,  and  commending  me  mofl  heartily  to  you  both,  I  commit  you  to  the 
tuition  of  the  Almighty.     From  the  new  fort  in  Virginia,  this  3d  of  September,  1585. 

Your  moft  aiTured  friend, 

«  Ralph  Lane." 

^n  Accoimt  of  the  Particularities  of  the  Employments  of  the  Englijhmen  left  in  Virginia  by 
Sir  Richard  Grcenvile  under  the  charge  of  Mafier  Ralph  Lane,  General  of  the  fame, 
from  the  lyth  Aiiguji  1585,  until  the  \%th  of  June  1586,  at  -which  time  they  departed 
the  Country  ;  fent  and  direded  to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh. 

THAT  I  may  proceed  with  order  in  this  difcourfe,  I  think  it  requifite  to  divide  it  into 
two  parts.  The  firft  fliall  declare  the  particularities  of  fuch  parts  of  the  country  within 
the  main,  as  our  weak  number  and  fupply  of  things  neceffary  did  enable  us  to  enter 
into  the  difcovery  of. 

The  fecond  part  fhall  fet  down  the  reafons  generally  moving  us  to  refolve  on  our 
departure  at  the  inftant  with  the  General  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  our  common  requeft 
for  paflage  with  him,  when  the  barks,  pinnaces,  and  boats  with  the  mafters  and  mariners, 
meant  by  him  to  be  left  in  the  country  for  the  fupply  of  fuch,  as  for  a  further  time 
meant  to  have  ftayed  there,  were  carried  away  with  tempeft  and  foul  weather.  In  the 
beginning  whereof  fhall  be  declared  the  confpiracy  of  Pemifapan  with  the  favages  of  the 
main,  to  have  cut  us  off,  &c. 

The  Firjl  Part,  declaring  the  Particularities  of  the  Country  of  Virginia. 

Firft  therefore  touching  the  particularities  of  the  country,  you  ftiall  underftand  that 
our  difcovery  of  the  fame  hath  been  extended  from  the  ifland  of  Roanoak  (the  fame 
having  been  the  place  of  our  fettlement  or  inhabitation)  mto  the  fouth,  into  the  north, 
into  the  N.  W.  and  into  the  weft. 

The  uttermoft  place  to  the  fouthward  of  any  difcovery  was  Secotan,  being  by  eftima- 
tion  four-fcore  miles  diftant  from  Roanoak.  The  paffage  from  thence  was  through  a 
broad  found  within  the  main,  the  fame  being  without  kenning  of  land,  and  yet  full  of 
flats  and  fhoals  :  we  had  but  one  boat  with  four  oars  to  pafs  through  the  fame,  which 
boat  could  not  carry  above  fifteen  men,  with  their  furniture,  baggage,  and  vidtual  for 
feven  days  at  the  moft  j  and  as  for  our  pinnace,  befides  that  ftie  drew  too  deep  water 
for  that  fliallow  found,  flie  would  not  ftir  for  an  oar  :  for  thefe  and  other  reafons 
(winter  alfo  being  at  hand)  we  thought  good  wholly  to  leave  the  difcovery  of  thofe 
parts  until  our  ftronger  fupply. 

To  the  northward  our  fartheft  difcovery  was  to  the  Chefepians,  diftant  from  Roanoak, 

about  130  miles,  the  paflage  to  it  was  very  fliallow  and  moft  dangerous,  by  reafon  of 

me  breadth  of  the  found,  and  the  little  fuccour  that  upon  any  flaw  was  there  to  be 

had. 

But 
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But  tlie  territory  and  foil  of  the  Chefepians  (being  diflant  15  miles  from  the 
fliore),  was  for  plealhntaels  of  feat,  for  temperature  of  climate,  forlertility  of  foil,  and 
foT  the  commodity  of  the  fea,  befides  multitude  of  bears  (being  an  excellent  good 
vidual),  with  great  woods  of  lafTafras,  and  wahiut  trees,  is  not  to  be  excelled  by  any 
other  whatfoever. 

There  be  fundry  kings  whom  they  call  Weroances,  and  countries  of  great  fertility 
adjoining  to  the  fame,  as  the  Mandoages,  Tripanicks,  and  Opoflians,  which  ail  came  to 
vilit  tlie  colony  of  the  Enghfli,  which  I  had  for  a  time  appointed  to  be  refident  there. 

To  the  N.  W.  the  farthefl:  place  of  our  difcovery  was  to  Chawanook  diflant  from 
Roanoak  about  1  30  miles.  Our  paffage  thither  lyeth  through  a  broad  found,  but  all 
frefli  water,  and  the  channel  of  a  great  depth,  navigable  for  good  (hipping,  but  out  of 
the  channel  full  of  fhoals. 

The  towns  about  the  waters  fide  fituated  by  the  way  are  thcfe  following  :  Paffaquenoke, 
the  "Woman's  Town,  Chepanoc,  Weapomeiok,  Mufcaniunge,  and  Metackwem ;  all  thclL- 
being  under  thejurifdiftion  of  the  Iving  of  Weapomeiok,  called  Okifco:  from  Mufcamunge 
we  enter  into  the  river,  and  jurifdiftion  of  Chawanook.  There  the  river  beginneth  to 
ftraighten  until  it  come  to  Chawanook,  and  then  groweth  to  be  as  narrow  as  the  Thames 
between  Weftminfter  and  Lambeth. 

BetweenMufcamunge  andChawanook  upon  the  left  hand  as  we  pafs  thither,is  a  goodly 
high  land,  and  there  is  a  town  which  we  called  The  Blind  Town,  but  the  favages  called  it 
Ohanoak,  and  hath  a  very  goodly  corn  field  belonging  unto  it;  it  is  fubjed  to  Chawanook. 

Chawanook  itfelf  is  the  greateft  province  and  feigniory  lying  upon  that  river,  and  the 
very  town  itfelf  is  able  to  put  700  fighting  men  into  the  field,  befides  the  forces  of  the 
province  itfelf. 

The  king  of  the  faid  province  Is  called  Menatonon,  a  man  impotent  in  his  limbs,  but 
otherwife  for  a  favage,a  very  grave  and  wife  man,  and  of  a  very  fingular  good  difcourfe 
in  matters  concerning  the  ftate,  not  only  of  his  own  country,  and  the  difpofition  of  his 
own  men,  but  alfo  of  his  neighbours  round  about  him  as  well  far  as  near,  and  of  the 
commodities  that  each  country  yieldeth.  When  I  had  him  prifoner  with  me,  for  two 
days  that  we  were  together,  he  gave  me  more  underflanding  and  light  of  the  country, 
than  I  had  received  by  all  the  fearches  and  favages,  that  before  I  or  any  of  my 
country  had  had  conference  with  :  it  was  in  March  lalt  pad,  1586.  Amongil  other  things 
he  told  me,  that  going  three  days  journey  in  a  canoe  up  his  river  of  Chawanook,  and 
then  defcending  to  the  land,  you  are  within  four  days  journey  to  pafs  over  land  N.  E. 
to  a  certain's  king's  country,  whofe  province  lyeth  upon  the  fea,  but  his  place  of 
greateft  ftrength  is  an  ifland  fituated,  as  he  defcribed  unto  me,  in  a  bay,  the  water 
round  about  the  ifland  very  deep; 

Out  of  this  bay  he  fignified  unto  me,  that  this  king  had  fo  great  quantity  of  pearl, 
and  doth  fo  ordinarily  take  the  fame,  as  that  not  only  his  own  fkins  tliat  he  weareth, 
and  the  better  fort  of  his  gentlemen  and  followers  are  full  fet  with  the  faid  pearl,  but 
alfo  his  beds  and  houfes  are  garnifhed  with  them ;  and  that  he  hath  fuch  quantity  of 
them,  that  it  is  a  wonder  to  fee. 

He  (hewed  me  that  the  faid  king  was  with  him  at  Chawanook  two  years  before,  and 
brought  him  certain  pearl,  but  the  fame  of  the  worft  fort,  yet  was  he  fain  to  buy  them 
of  him  for  copper  at  a  dear  rate,  as  he  thought.  He  gave  me  a  rope  of  the  fame  pearl, 
but  they  were  black  and  nought,  yet  many '  of  them  were  very  great,  and  a  few  amongfl 
a  number  very  orient  and  round ;  all  which  I  loft  with  other  things  of  mine,  coming 
aboard  Sir  Francis  Drake  his  fleet :  yet  he  told  me  that  the  faid  king  had  great  fiore 
of  pearl  that  were  white,  great,  and  round,  and  that  his  black  pearl  his  men  did  take  out 
of  (hallow  water,  but  the  white  pearl  his  men  fiflied  for  in  very  deep  water. 
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It  feemed  to  me  by  his  fpeech,  that  the  faid  king  had  traffick  with  white  men  that  had 
deaths  as  we  have,  for  thefe  white  pearl,  and  that  was  the  reafon  that  he  would  not 
depart  with  other  than  with  black  pearls,  to  thofe  of  the  fame  country. 

The  king  of  Chawanook  promifed  to  give  me  guides  to  go  over  land  into  that 
king's  country  whenfoever  I  would ;  but  he  advifed  me  to  take  good  ftore  of  men  with 
me,  and  good  flore  of  viftuals,  for  he  faid  that  the  king  would  be  loth  to  fuffer  any 
ftrangers  to  enter  into  his  country,  and  efpecially  to  meddle  with  the  fiftiing  for  any 
pearl  there,  and  that  he  was  able  to  make  a  great  many  of  men  into  the  field,  which 
he  faid  would  fight  very  well. 

Hereupon  I  refolved  with  myfelf,  that  if  your  fupply  had  come  before  the  end  of 
April,  and  that  you  had  fent  any  ftore  of  boats  or  men,  to  have  had  them  made  in  any 
reafonable  time,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  men  and  viftuals  to  have  found  us  until  the 
new  corn  were  come  in,  I  would  have  fent  a  fmall  bark  with  two  pinnaces  about  by 
fea  to  the  northward  to  have  found  out  the  bay  he  fpake  of,  and  to  have  founded  the 
bar  if  there  were  any,  which  fhould  have  ridden  there  in  the  faid  bay  about  that  ifland,. 
while  I  with  all  the  fmall  boats  I  could  make,  and  with  200  men,  would  have  gone  up 
to  the  head  of  the  river  of  Chawanook  with  the  guides  that  IVIenatonon  would  have  given 
me,  which  I  would  have  been  aflured  Ihould  have  been  of  his  beft  men  (for  I  had  his  bed 
beloved  fon  prifoner  with  me")  who  alfo  fhould  have  kept  me  company  in  an  handlock 
with  the  reft,  foot  by  foot,  all  the  voyage  over  land. 

My  meaning  was  further  at  the  head  of  the  river  in  the  place  of  my  defcent  where  I 
would  have  left  my  boats,  to  have  raifed  a  fconfe  with  a  fmall  trench,  and  a  palifado  upon 
the  top  of  it,  in  the  which,  and  in  the  guard  of  my  boats  I  would  have  left  25  or  30  men ; 
with  the  reft  would  I  have  marched  with  as  much  vidtual  as  every  man  could  have  carried,, 
with  their  furniture,  mattocks,  fpades  and  axes,  two  days  journey.  In  the  end  of  my 
march,  upon  fome  convenient  plot  would  I  have  raifed  another  fconfe  according  to  the 
former,  where  I  would  have  left  15,  or  20.  And  if  it  would  have  fallen  out  con- 
veniently, in  the  way  I  would  have  raifed  my  faid  fconfe  upon  fome  corn  field,  that 
my  company  might  have  lived  upon  it. 

And  fo  I  would  have  holden  this  courfe  of  infconfing  every  two  days  march,  until 
I  had  been  arrived  at  the  bay  or  port  he  fpake  of;  which  finding  to  be  worth  the 
pofTeffion,  I  would  there  have  raifed  a  main  fort,  both  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour, 
and  our  fhipping  alfo,  and  would  have  reduced  our  whole  habitation  from  Ronaoak, 
and  from  the  harbour  and  port  there  (which  by  proof  is  very  naught),  unto  this 
other  beforementioned,  from  whence,  in  the  four  days  march  before  fpecified,  could  I 
at  all  times  return  with  my  company  back  unto  my  boats  riding  under  my  fconfe,  very 
near  whereunto  direftly  from  the  weft,  runneth  a  moft  notable  river,  and  in  all  thofe  parts 
moft  famous,  called  the  river  of  Moratoc.  This  river  openeth  into  the  broad  found  of 
Weapomeiok.  And  whereas  the  river  of  Chawanook,  and  all  the  other  found  sand  bays, 
fait  and  frefti,  fliew  no  current  in  the  world  in  calm  weather,  but  are  moved  altogether 
with  the  wind  :  this  river  of  Moratoc  hath  fo  violent  a  current  from  the  weft  and 
S.  W.  that  it  made  me  almoft  of  opinion  that  with  oars  it  would  fcarce  be  navigable : 
it  pafteth  with  many  creeks  and  turnings,  and  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  miles  rowing  and 
more,  it  is  as  broad  as  the  Thames  betwixt  Greenwich  and  the  llle  of  Dogs,  in  fome 
place  more,  and  in  fome  lefs  :  the  current  runneth  as  ftrong,  being  entered  fo  high  into 
the  river,  as  at  London  bridge  upon  a  vale  water. 

And  for  that  not  only  Menatonon,  but  alfo  the  favages  of  Moratoc  themfelves  do 
report  ftrange  things  of  the  head  of  that  river,  and  that  from  Moratoc  itfelf,  which  is 
a  principal  town  upon  that  river,  it  is  thirty  days  as  fome  of  them  fay,  and  fome  fay 
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forty  days  voyage  to  the  head  thereof, which  head  they  fay  fpringeth  out  of  a  mam  rock  in 
that  abundance,that  forthwith  it  inakcth  a  mod  violent  flream;  and  further, that  this  huge 
rock  ftandcth  fo  near  unto  a  fca,  that  many  times  in  florms  (the  wind  coming  outwardly 
from  the  fea)  the  waves  thereof  are  beaten  into  the  faid  frefli  ftream,  fo  that  the  frefh 
water  for  a  certain  fpace  groweth  fait  and  brackifh.  I  took  a  refolution  with  myfelf, 
having  difmifled  Menatonon  upon  a  ranfcm  agreed  for,  and  fcnt  his  fon  into  the  pinnace 
to  Roanoak,  to  enter  prefently  fo  far  into  that  river  with  two  double  wherries,  and 
forty  perfons  one  or  other,  as  I  could  have  viftual  to  carry  us,  until  we  could  meet  with 
more  either  of  the  Moratoks,  or  of  the  Mangoaks,  which  is  another  kind  of  favages, 
dwelling  more  to  the  weftward  of  the  faid  river  :  but  the  hope  of  recovering  more  viftual 
from  the  favages  made  me  and  my  company  as  narrowly  to  efcape  ftarving  in  that  dif- 
covery  before  our  return,  as  ever  men  did,  that  miffed  the  fame. 

For  Pemifapan,  who  had  changed  his  name  of  Wingina  upon  the  death  of  his  brother 
Granganimo,  had  given  both  the  Choanifts  and  Mangoaks  word  of  my  purpofe  touch- 
ing them,  I  having  been  enforced  to  make  him  privy  to  the  fame,  to  be  ferved  by  him 
of  a  guide  to  the  Mangoaks,  and  yet  he  did  never  reft  to  folicit  continually  my  going 
upon  them,  certifying  me  of  a  general  affembly  even  at  that  time  made  by  Menatonon 
at  Chawanook  of  all  his  Weroances,  and  allies  to  the  number  of  3000  bows,  preparing 
to  come  upon  us  at  Roanoak,  and  that  the  Mangoaks  were  alfo  joined  in  the  fame 
confederacy,  who  were  able  of  themfelves  to  bring  as  many  more  to  the  enterprize. 
And  true  it  was  that  at  that  time  the  affembly  was  holden  at  Chawanook  about  us,  as 
I  found  at  my  coming  thither,  which  being  unlooked  for,  did  fo  difmay  them,  as  it 
made  us  have  the  better  hand  at  them.  But  this  confederacy  againft  us  of  the  Choanifts 
and  Mangoaks  was  altogether  and  wholly  procured  by  Pemifapan  himfelf,  as  Menatonon 
confeffed  unto  me,  who  fent  them  continual  word,  that  our  purpofe  was  fully  bent 
to  deftroy  them :  on  the  other  fide  he  told  me,  that  they  had  the  like  meaning  to- 
wards us. 

He  in  like  fort  having  fent  word  to  the  Mangoaks  of  my  intention  to  pafs  up  Into 
their  river,  and  to  kill  them  (as  he  faid"),  both  they  and  the  Moratoks,  with  whom  before 
we  were  entered  into  a  league,  and  they  had  ever  dealt  kindly  with  us,  abandoned 
their  towns  along  the  river,  and  retired  themfelves  with  their  women,  and  their  corn 
within  the  main ;  infomuch  as  having  paffed  three  days  voyage  up  the  river,  we  could 
not  meet  a  man,  nor  find  a  grain  of  corn  in  any  their  towns  :  whereupon  confiderin? 
with  myfelf  that  we  had  but  two  days  viftual  left,  and  that  we  were  then  1 60  miles 
from  home,  befides  cafualty  of  contrary  winds  or  ftorms,  and  fufpedting  treafon  of  our 
own  favages  in  the  difcovery  of  our  voyage  intended,  though  we  had  no  intention  to 
be  hurtful  to  any  of  them,  otherwife  than  for  our  copper  to  have  had  corn  of  them  :  I 
at  night  upon  the  corps  of  guard,  before  the  putting  forth  of  centinels,  advertiled  the 
whole  company  of  the  cafe  we  flood  in  for  vidlual,  and  of  mine  opinion  that  we  were 
betrayed  by  our  own  favages,  and  of  purpofe  drawn  forth  by  them  upon  vain  hope 
to  be  in  the  end  ftarved,  feeing  all  the  country  fled  before  us,  and  therefore  while  we 
had  thofe  two  days  viftual  left,  I  thought  it  good  for  us  to  make  our  return  home- 
ward, and  that  it  were  neceffary  for  us  to  get  the  other  fide  of  the  found  Weapomeiok 
in  time,  where  we  might  be  relieved  upon  the  wears  of  Chypanum,  and  the  Women's 
Town,  although  the  people  were  fled. 

Thus  much  I  fignified  unto  them,  as  the  fafeft  way  :  neverthelefs  I  did  refer  it  to  the 
greater  number  of  voices,  whether  we  Ihould  adventure  the  fpending  of  our  whole 
vitlual  in  fome  further  view  of  that  moft  goodly  river,  in  hope  to  meet  with  fome  better 
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hap,  or  otherwife  to  retire  curfelves  back  again.  And  for  that  they  might  be  the 
better  advifed,  I  willed  them  to  deliberate  all  night  upon  the  matter,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing at  our  going  aboard  to  fet  our  courfe  according  to  the  defires  of  the  greater  part. 
Their  refolution  fully  and  wholly  was  (and  not  three  found  to  be  of  the  contrary 
opinion)  that  whiles  there  was  left  but  one  half  pint  of  corn  for  a  man,  we  fhould  not 
leave  the  fearch  of  that  river,  and  that  there  were  in  the  company  two  maftiffs,  upon 
the  pottage  of  which  with  faflafras  leaves  (if  the  worfl  fell  out)  the  company  would 
make  fhift  to  live  two  days,  which  time  would  bring  them  down  the  current  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  to  the  entry  of  the  found,  and  in  two  days  more  at  the  furtheft 
they  hoped  to  crofs  the  found,  and  to  be  relieved  by  the  weares,  which  two  days  they 
would  faft  rather  than  be  drawn  back  a  foot  till  they  had  feen  the  Mangoaks,  either 
as  friends  or  foes.  This  refolution  of  theirs  did  not  a  little  pleafe  me,  fmce  it  came 
of  themfelves,  although  for  miftruft  of  that  which  afterwards  did  happen,  I  pretended 
to  have  been  rather  of  the  contrary  opinion. 

And  that  which  made  me  moil  defirous  to  have  fome  doings  with  the  Mangoaks 
either  in  friendfhip,or  otherwife  to  have  had  one  or  two  of  them  prifoners,  was,  for  that 
it  is  a  thing  moil  notorious  to  all  the  country,  that  there  is  a  province,  to  the  which  the 
iaid  Mangoaks  have  recourfe,  and  tuaffic  up  that  river  of  Moratoc,  which  hath  a  mar- 
vellous  and  mofl  Urange  mineral.  This  mine  is  fo  notorious  amongfl  therri,  as  not 
only  to  the  favages  dwelling  up  the  faid  river,  and  alfo  to  the  farages  of  Chawanook, 
and  all  them  to  the  weflard,  but  alfo  to  all  them  of  the  main  :  the  country's  name  is  of 
fame,  and  is  called  Chaunis  Temoatan. 

The  mineral  they  fay  is  Waflador,  which  is  copper,  but  they  call  by  the  name  of 
Waflador  every  metal  whatfoever  :  they  fay  it  is  the  colour  of  our  copper,  but  our 
copper  is  better  than  theirs  ;  and  the  reafon  is  for  that  it  is  redder  and  harder,  whereas 
that  of  Chaunis  Temoatan,  is  very  foft  and  pale :  they  fay  that  they  take  the  faid  metal 
out  of  a  river,  that  falleth  very  fwift  from  high  rocks  and  hills,  and  they  take  it  m 
fliallow  water  ;  the  manner  is  this.  They  take  a  great  bowl,  by  their  defcription  as 
great  as  one  of  our  targets,  and  wrap  a  fkin  over  the  hollow  part  thereof,  leaving-  one 
part  open  to  receive  in  the  mineral :  that  done,  they  watch  the  coming  down  of  the 
current,  and  the  change  of  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  then  fuddenly  chop  down  the 
bowl  with  the  fkin,  and  receive  into  the  l^ime  as  much  ore  as  will  come  in,  which  is 
ever  as  much  as  their  bowl  will  hold,  which  prefentlv  they  call  into  a  fire,  and  forth- 
with it  melteth,  and  doth  yield  in  five  parts,  at  the  firll  melting,  two  parts  of  metal  for 
three  parts  of  ore.  Of  this  metal  the  Mangoaks  have  fo  great  ftore,  by  report  of  ail  the 
favages  adjoining,  that  they  beautify  their  houfes  with  great  plates  of  the  fame :  and  this 
to  be  true,  I  received  by  report  of  all  the  country,  and  particularly  by  young  Skiko, 
the  king  of  Chawanook's  fon,  my  prifoner,  who  alfo  himfelf  had  been  prilbner  with 
the  Mangoaks,  and  fet  down  all  the  particularities  to  me  before  mentioned  :  but  he  had 
not  been  to  Chaunis  Temoatan  himl'elf;  for  he  faid  it  was  twenty  days  journey  over 
land  from  the  Mangoaks  to  the  faid  mineral  country,  and  that  they  palled  through 
certain  other  territories  between  them  and  the  Mangoaks,  before  they  came  to-  the 
faid  country. 

Upon  report  of  the  premifes,  whi<;h  I  was  very  inquifitive  in  all  places  where  I  came 
to  take  very  particular  information  of,  by  all  the  lavages  that  dwelt  towards  thofe 
parts,  and  efpecially  of  Menatonon  himfelf,  who  in  every  thing  did  very  particularly 
inform  me,  and  promifed  me  guides  of  his  own  men,  who  flioukl  go  over  with  me,  even 
to  the  faid  country  of  Chaunis  Temoatan,  (for  overland  from  Chawanook  to  the 
Mangoaks  is  but  one  day's  journey  from  fun  rifing  to  fun  fetting,  whereas  by  water  it 
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is  feven  days  with  the  fooncfl)  :  thefe  things,  I  fay,  made  me  very  defirous  by  all  means 
poflible  to  recover  theMangoaJ-s,  and  to  get  fome  of  that  their  copper  for  an  eflay,  and 
therefore  I  willingly  yielded  to  their  refolution :  but  it  fell  out  very  contrary  to  all 
expedation  and  likelihood ;  for  after  two  days  travel,  and  our  whole  virtual  fpent, 
lying  on  fhore  all  night,  we  could  never  fee  man,  only  fires  we  might  perceive 
macle  alongfl:  the  fliore  where  we  were  to  pafs,  and  up  into  the  country,  until  the  very 
lad  day  :  inthe  evening  whereof,  about  three  of  the  clock,  we  heard  certain  favages 
call,  as  we  thought,  INIanteo,  who  was  alfo  at  that  time  with  me  in  the  boat,  v/hereof  we 
all  being  very  glad,  hoping  of  fome  friendly  conference  with  them,  and  making  him  to 
anfwer  them,  they  prefently  began  a  fong,  as  we  thought  in  token  of  our  welcome  to 
them  :  but  Manteo  prefently  betook  him  to  his  piece,  and  told  me  that  they  meant  to 
fight  with  us  :  which  word  was  not  fo  foon  fpoken  by  him,  and  the  light-horfemen 
ready  to  put  to  fliore,  but  there  alighted  a  volley  of  their  arrows  amongft  them  in  the 
boat,  but  did  no  hurt  (God  be  thanked)  to  any  man.  Immediately  the  other  boat 
lying  ready  with  their  fhot  to  fcour  the  place  for  our  hand  weapons  to  land  upon, 
which  was  prefently  done,  although  the  land  was  very  high  and  fteep,  the  fsvages 
forthwith  quitted  the  Ihore,  and  betook  themfelves  to  flight :  we  landed,  and  having 
fair  and  ealily  followed  for  a  fmall  time  after  them,  who  had  wooded  themfelves  we 
know  not  where ;  the  fun  drawing  then  towards  the  fetting,  and  being  then  alTurcd 
that  the  next  day  if  we  would  purfue  them,  though  we  might  happen  to  meet  with 
them,  yet  we  fliould  be  affiired  to  meet  with  none  of  their  virtual,  which  we  then  had 
good  caufe  to  think  of:  therefore  choofing  for  the  company  a  convenient  ground  in 
fafety  to  lodge  in  for  the  night,  making  a  ftrong  corps  of  guard,  and  putting  out  good 
centinels,  I  determined  the  next  morning  before  the  rifing  of  the  iun,  to  be  going 
back  again,  if  poiFibly  we  might  recover  the  mouth  of  the  river,  into  the  broad  found, 
which  at  my  firfl:  motion  I  found  my  whole  company  ready  to  affent  unto :  for  they 
were  now  come  to  their  dog's  porridge,  that  they  had  befpoken  for  themfelves,  if  that 
befell  them  which  did,  and  I  therefore  did  millrufl:  we  fhould  hardly  efcape.  The 
end  was,  we  came  the  next  day  by  night  to  the  river's  mouth  within  four  or  five  miles 
of  the  fame,  having  rowed  in  one  day  down  the  current,  as  much  as  in  four  days  we  had 
done  againfl  the  fame :  we  lodged  upon  an  idand,  where  we  had  notliing  to  eat  but 
pottage  of  faflafras  leaves,  the  Uke  whereof  for  a  meat  was  never  ufed  before  as  I 
think. 

The  broad  found  we  had  to  pafs  the  next  day  all  frefli  and  faRing  :  that  day  the 
wind  blew  fo  flrongly,  and  the  billow  fo  great,  that  there  was  no  pollibility  of  pafTage 
without  finldng  of  our  boats.  This  was  upon  an  Eailer  eve,  which  was  failed  very 
truly.  Upon  Eafter-day  in  the  morning  the  wind  coming  very  calm,  we  entered  the 
found,  and  by  four  of  the  clock  were  at  Chipanum,  whence  all  the  favages  that  we  had  left 
there  were  fled,  but  their  weares  did  yield  us  fome  fifli,  as  God  was  pleafed  not  utterly 
to  fuff'er  us  to  be  loil ;  for  fome  of  our  company  of  the  light-horiemeix  were  far  fpent. 
The  next  morning  we  arrived  at  our  home  Roanoak. 

I  have  fet  down  this  voyage  fomewhat  particularly,  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  unto 
you  (as  true  it  is)  that  there  wanted  no  great  good  will  from  the  molt  to  the  leall 
amongil  us,  to  have  perferted  this  difcovery  of  the  mine  ;  for  that  the  difcovery  of  a 
good  mine,  by  the  goodnefs  of  God,  or  a  palTage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  fome  way  to  it, 
and  nothing  elfe  can  bring  this  country  in  requell  to  be  inhabited  by  our  nation..  And 
with  the  difcovery  of  cither  of  the  two  above  Ihewed,  it  will  be  the  moil  fweet  and 
kealthfulelt  climate,  and  therewithal  the  mofl  fertile  foil  (being  manured)  iu  the  world  : 
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and  then  with  faflafras,  and  many  other  roots  and  gums  there  found,  make  good  mer- 
chandize and  lading  for  fliipping,  which  otherwife  will  not  of  themfelves  be  worth 
the  fetching. 

Provided  alfo  that  there  be  found  out  a  better  harbour  than  yet  there  is,  which 
mufl  be  to  the  northward  if  any  there  be,  which  was  my  intention  to  have  fpent  this 
fummer  in  the  fearch  of,  and  of  the  mine  Chaunis  Temoatan.  The  one  I  would  have 
done,  if  the  barks  that  I  fliould  have  had  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  by  his  honourable 
courtefy,  had  not  been  driven  away  by  ftorm,  the  other  if  your  fupply  of  more  men 
and  fome  other  neceflaries  had  come  to  us  in  any  convenient  fufficiency  :  for  this  river 
cfMoratico  proniifeth  great  things,  and  by  the  opinion  of  M.Hariots,  the  head  of  it  by  the 
defcription  of  the  countr)',  either  rifeth  from  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  or  elfe  from  very  near 
unto  the  fame,  that  openeth  out  into  the  South  Sea. 

And  touching  the  mineral,  thus  doth  M,  Youghan  affirm,  that  though  it  be  but 
copper,  feeing  the  favages  are  able  to  melt  it,  it  is  one  of  the  richeft  minerals  in 
the  world. 

"Wherefore  a  good  harbour  found  to  the  northward,  as  before  is  faid,  and  from 
thence  four  days  over  land,  to  the  river  of  Choanoak  fconces  being  raifed,  from  whence 
again  over  land  through  the  province  of  Choanoak  one  day's  voyage  to  the  firft  town 
ot  the  Mangoaks  up  the  river  Moratico  by  the  way,  as  alfo  upon  the  faid  river  for  the 
defence  of  our  boats  like  fconfes  being  fet,  in  this  courfe  of  proceeding  you  fhall 
clear  yourfelf  from  all  thofe  dangers  and  broad  fliallow  founds  before  mentioned,  and 
again  within  four  days  travel  into  the  heart  of  the  main  200  miles  at  the  lead,  and  fo  pafs 
your  difcovery  into  that  moft  notable  country,  and  to  the  likeliefl:  parts  of  the  main,  with 
far  greater  felicity  than  otherwife  can  be  performed. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  though  fmiply,  yet  truly  fet  down  unto  you,  what  my  labour 
with  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen,  and  poor  men  of  our  company  (not  without  both  pain 
and  peril,  which  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  many  ways  delivered  us  from)  could  yield  unto 
you,  which  might  have  been  performed  in  fome  more  perfe£lion,  if  the  Lord  had  been 
pleafed  that  only  that  which  you  had  provided  for  us,  had  at  the  firft  been  left  with 
UK,  or  that  he  had  not  in  his  eternal  Providence  now  at  the  laft  fet  fome  other  courfe 
in  thefe  things,  than  the  wifdom  of  man  could  look  into  ;  which  truly  the  carrying 
away  by  a  moft  ftrange  and  unlooked-for  ftorm  of  all  our  provifion,  with  barks, 
mafter,  mariners,  with  fundry  alfo  of  mine  own  company,  all  having  been  fo  courte- 
oully  fupplied  by  the  General  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  fame  having  been  moft  fufficient 
to  have  performed  the  greateft  part  of  the  premifes,  muft  ever  make  me  to  think  the 
hand  of  God  only  (for  fome  his  good  purpofe  to  myi'elf  yet  unknown)  to  have  been 
in  the  matter. 

The  Second  Part,  touching  the  Con/piracy  of  Pemifapan,  the  Difcovery  of  the  fame,  and 
at  the  laji,  of  our  Requefl  to  depart  -with  Sir  Francis  Drake  for  England. 

Enfenore,  a  favage,  father  to  Pemifapan,  being  the  only  friend  to  our  nation  that 
we  had  amongft  them  and  about  the  king,  died  the  20th  of  April  1586.  He  alone 
had  before  oppofcd  himfelf  in  their  confultations  againft  all  matters  propofed  againll  us, 
which  both  the  king  and  all  the  reft  of  them  after  Grangemoe's  death,  were  very 
willing  to  have  preferred.  And  he  was  not  only  by  the  mere  Providence  of  God 
during  his  life,  a  mean  to  fave  us  from  hurt,  as  poifonings  and  fuch  like,  but  alfo  to  do 
us  very  great  good,  and  Angularly  in  this. 

The 
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The  king  was  advifed  and  of  himfelf  difpofed,  as  of  a  ready  mean  to  have  affuredly 
brought  us  to  ruin  in  the  month  of  March  1586,  himfelf  alfo  with  all  his  favages  to 
have  run  away  from  us,  and  to  have  left  his  ground  in  the  ifland  unfowed  :  which  if  he 
had  done,  there  had  been  no  poflibility  in  common  reafon  (but  by  the  immediate  hand 
of  God)  that  we  could  have  been  prefervcd  from  ftarving  out  of  hand.  For  at  that 
time  we  had  no  weares  for  fifh,  neither  could  our  men  (kill  of  the  making  of  them, 
neither  had  we  one  grain  of  corn  for  feed  to  put  into  the  ground. 

In  mine  abfence  on  my  voyage  that  I  had  made  againft  the  Chaonifts  and  Mangoaks, 
they  had  raifed  a  bruit  among  themfelves,  that  I  and  my  company  were  part  flain, 
and  part  ftarved  by  the  Chaonifts  and  Mangoaks.  One  part  of  this  tale  was  too 
true,  that  I  and  mine  were  like  to  be  ftarved,  but  the  other  falfe. 

Neverthelefs  until  my  return  it  took  fuch  efteft,  and  in  thofe  againft  us,  that  they 
grew  not  only  into  contempt  of  us,  but  alfo  (contrary  to  their  former  reverend  opinion 
in  fhew,  of  the  Almighty  God  of  heaven,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  we  ferve  and  worfhip, 
whom  before  they  would  acknowledge  and  confefs  the  only  God)  now  they  began  to 
blafpheme,  and  flatly  to  fay,  that  our  Lord  God  was  not  God,  fince  he  fuffered  us  to 
fuftain  much  hunger,  and  alfo  to  be  killed  of  the  Renapoaks,  for  fo  they  call  by  that 
general  name  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  main,  of  what  province  foever.  Info- 
much  as  oldEnfenore,  neither  any  of  his  fellows  could  for  his  fake  have  no  more  credit 
for  us  ;  and  it  came  fo  far  that  the  king  was  refolved  to  have  prefently  gone  away  as 
is  aforefaid. 

But  even  in  the  beginning  of  this  bruit  I  returned,  which  when  he  faw  contrary  to 
his  expeftation,  and  the  advertifement  that  he  had  received,  that  not  only  my  life,  and 
my  company  were  all  fafe,  but  alfo  by  report  of  his  own  three  favages  which  had  been 
with  me  befides  Manteo  in  that  voyage,  that  is  to  fay  Tetepano,  his  fifter's  hufband 
Eracano,  and  CofTme,  that  the  Chaonifts  and  Mangoaks  ;^whofe  name  and  multitude  be- 
fides their  valour  is  terrible  to  all  the  reft  of  the  provinces)  durft  not  for  the  moft 
part  of  them  abide  us,  and  that  thofe  that  did  abide  us  were  killed,  and  that  we  had 
taken  Menatonon  prifoner,  and  brought  his  fon  that  he  beft  loved  to  Roanoak  with 
me,  it  did  not  a  little  affuage  all  devifes  againft  us :  on  the  other  fide,  it  made  En- 
fenore's  opinion  to  ber  eceived  again  with  greater  refpefts.  For  he  had  often  before 
told  them,  and  then  renewed  thofe  his  former  fpeeches,  both  to  the  king  and  the  reft, 
that  we  were  the  fervants  of  God,  and  that  we  were  not  fubjeft  to  be  deftroyed  by 
them  ;  but  contrary-wife,  that  they  amongft  them  that  fought  our  deftruclion,  ftiould 
find  their  own,  and  not  be  able  to  work  ours,  and  that  we  being  dead  men  were 
able  to  do  them  more  hurt,  than  now  we  could  do  being  alive,  an  opinion  very  confi- 
dently at  this  day  holden  by  the  wifeft  amongft  them,  and  of  their  old  men,  as  alfo, 
that  they  have  in  the  nii:;;ht,  being  100  miles  from  any  of  us,  in  the  air  been  fliot 
at,  and  ftrucken  by  fome  men  of  ours,  that  by  ficknefs  had  died  among  them,  and 
many  of  them  hold  opinion,  that  we  be  dead  men  returned  into  the  world  again, 
and  that  we  do  not  remain  dead  but  for  a  certain  time,  and  then  we  return  again. 

All  thefe  fpeeches  then  again  grew  in  full  credit  with  them,  the  king,  and  all, 
touching  us,  when  he  faw  the  fmall  troop  returned  again,  and  in  that  fort  from  thofe 
whofe  very  names  were  terrible  unto  them  :  but  that  which  made  up  the  matter  at 
that  time  was  an  accident ;  yea  rather  (as  all  the  reft  was)  the  good  Providence  of  the 
Almighty  for  the  faving  of  us ;  which  was  this. 

Within  certain  days  after  my  return  from  the  faid  journey,  Menatonon  fent  a  mef- 
fenger  to  vifiit  his  foa  the  prifoner  with  me,  and  lent  me  certain  pearl  for  a  prefent,  or 
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rather,  as  Pemifapan  told  me,  for  the  ranfom  of  his  fon,  and  therefore  I  refufed  them: 
but  the  greated  caufe  of  his  fendinc^  them  was  to  fignify  unto  me,  that  he  had  com- 
7nanded  Okifko  king  of  Weapomiok,  to  yield  aimfelf  fervant  and  homager  to  the  great 
\Veroanza  of  England,  and  after  her  to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  ;  to  perform  which  com- 
mandment received  from  Menatonon,  the  faid  Okifko  jointly  with  this  Menatonon's  mef- 
fenger,  fent  twenty-four  of  his  principalleft  men  to  Roanoak  to  Pemifapan,  to  fignify 
that  they  were  ready  to  perform  the  fame,  and  fo  had  fent  thofe  his  men  to  let  me. 
knov.',  that  from  that  time  forward  he  and  his  fucceflbrs  were  to  acknowledge; Her 
IVlajeiiy  their  only  fovereign,  and  next  unto  her,  as  is  aforefaid. 

All  which  being  done  and  acknowledged  by  them  all,  in  the  prefence  of  Pemifapan 
his  father,  and  all  his  favages  in  council  then  with  him,  it  did  for  the  time  thoroughly 
(as  it  feemed)  change  him  in  difpofition  toward  us ;  infomuch  as  forthwith  Enfenore 
won  this  refolution  of  him,  that  out  of  hand  he  fhould  go  about,  and  withal  to  caufe 
liis  men  to  fet  up  wearcs  forthwith  for  us ;  both  which  at  that  prefent  he  went  in  hand 
withal,  and  did  fo  labour  the  expedition  of  it,  that  in  the  end  of  April  he  had  fowed 
a  good  quantity  of  ground ;  fo  much  as  had  been  fufficient  to  have  fed  our  whole 
company  (God  bleffing  the  ground),  and  that  by  the  belly,  for  a  whole  year  ;  befides 
that  he  gave  us  a  certain  plot  of  ground  for  ourfelves  to  fow.  All  which  put  us  in 
marvellous  comfort,  if  we  could  pafs  from  April  until  the  beginning  of  July  (which 
was  to  have  been  the  beginning  of  their  harveft)  that  then  a  new  fupply  out  of  Eng- 
land, or  elfe  our  own  (lore  would  well  enough  maintain  us :  all  our  fear  was  of  the 
two  months  betwixt,  in  which  mean  fpace  if  the  favages  fhould  not  help  us  with  CafTaui 
and  Chyna,  and  that  our  weares  fhould  fail  us  (as  often  they  did)  we  might  very  well 
ftarve,  notwithftanding  the  growing  corn,  like  the  ftarving  horfe  in  the  liable,  with  the 
growing  grafs,  as  the  proverb  is  ;  which  we  very  hardly  had  efcaped,  but  only  by  the 
hand  of  God,  as  it  pleafed  him  to  try  us.  For  within  few  days  after,  as  before  is 
faid,  Enfenore  our  friend  died,  who  was  no  fooner  dead,  but  certain  of  our  great 
enemies  about  Pemifapan,  as  Olacan  a  Weroance,Tanaquiny  and  Wanchefe  mofl;  princi- 
pally, were  in  hand  vigain  to  put  their  old  praftices  in  ufe  againfl  us,  which  were 
readily  embraced,  and  all  their  former  devices  againfl  us  renewed,  and  new  brought 
in  queflion. 

But  that  of  llarving  us  by  their  forbearing  to  fow,  was  broken  by  Enfenore  in  his 
life,  by  having  made  the  king  all  at  one  inllant  to  fow  his  ground,  not  only  in  the 
ifland,  but  alio  at  Dafamonquepeio  in  the  main,  within  two  leagues  over  againfl  us. 
Neverthelefs  there  wanted  no  flore  of  mifchievous  praftices  among  them  ;  and  of  all 
they  refolved  principally  of  this  following  : 

Firft,  that  Okifko  king  of  Weapomeiok  with  the  Mandoages  fhould  be  moved,  and  with 
great  quantity  of  copper  entertained  to  the  number  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  bows,  to 
enterprife  the  matter  thus  to  be  ordered.  They  of  Weapomeiok  fhould  be  invited  to  a 
certain  kind  of  month's  mind  which  they  do  ufe  to  folemnize  in  their  favage  manner 
for  any  great  perfonage  dead.,  and  fhould  have  been  for  Enfenore.  At  this  inftant  alio 
fhould  the  Mandoaks,  who  v  ,Te  a  great  people  with  the  Chefepians  and  their  friends, 
to  the  number  of  feven  hundred  of  them,  be  armed  at  a  day  appointed  to  the  main  of 
Defamonquepeio,  and  there  lying  clofe,  at  the  fign  of  fires,  which  fhould  interchangeably 
be  made  on  both  fides,  when  Pemifapan  with  his  troop  above  named  fhould  have  exe- 
cuted me,  and  fome  of  our  Weroances  (as  they  called  all  our  principal  officers)  the  maiij 
forces  of  the  reft  fhould  have  come  over  into  the  ifland,  where  they  meant  to  have  dif- 
pitchecl  the  reft  of  the  company,  whom  they  did  imagine  to  find  both  difmayed  and 
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difperfed  abroad  in  the  ifland,  fceking  of  crabs  and  filli  to  live  vvitliall.     The  manner  of 
their  enterprife  was  this. 

Terraquine  and  Andacon  two  principal  men  about  Pcmifapan,  and  very  luRy  fellows, 
with  twenty  more  appointed  to  them  had  the  charge  of  my  perfon,  to  fee  and  order 
taken  for  the  fame,  which  they  meant  fliould  in  this  fort  have  been  executed.  In 
the  dead  time  of  the  night  they  would  have  befet  my  houfe,  and  put  fire  in  the  reeds 
the  fame  was  covered  with,  meaning  (as  it  was  likely)  that  myfelf  would  have  come  run- 
ning out  of  a  fudden,  amazed  in  my  fliirt,  without  arms,  upon  the  inftant  whereof  they 
would  have  knocked  out  my  brains. 

The  fame  order  was  given  to  certain  of  his  fellows,  for  M.  Ileriots  :  fo  for  all  the 
reft  of  our  better  fort,  all  our  houfes  at  one  inftant  being  fet  on  fire  as  afore  is  faid, 
and  that  as  well  for  them  of  the  fort,  as  for  us  of  the  town.  Now  to  the  end  that  we 
might  be  the  fewer  in  number  together,  and  fo  be  the  more  eafily  dealt  withal!,  (for 
indeed  ten  of  us  with  our  arms  prepared,  were  a  terror  to  a  hundred  of  the  belt  fort  of 
them),  they  agreed  and  did  immediately  put  it  in  praftice,  that  they  Ihould  not  for  any 
copper  fell  us  any  victuals  whatfoever :  befides  that  in  the  night  they  fliould  fend  to 
have  our  weares  robbed,  and  alfo  to  caufe  them  to  be  broken,  and  once  being  broken 
never  to  be  repaired  again  by  them. 

By  this  means  the  king  flood  aflured,  that  I  mufl:  be  enforced  for  lack  of  fuftenance 
there,  to  difband  my  company  into  fundry  places  to  live  upon  fliell  fi(h,  for  fo  the 
favages  themfelves  do,  going  to  Hatorafk,  Croatoan,  and  other  places,  fifliing  and  hunt- 
ing, while  their  grounds  be  in  fowing,  and  their  corn  growing :  which  failed  not  his 
expeftation.  For  the  famine  grew  fo  extreme  among  us,  our  weares  failing  us  of  fifli, 
that  I  was  enforced  to  fend  Captain  Stafford  with  twenty  with  him  to  Croatoan,  my 
Lord  Admiral's  Ifland  to  ferve  two  turns  in  one,  that  is  to  Hiy,  to  feed  himfelf  and  his 
company,  and  alfo  to  keep  watch  if  any  fliipping  came  upon  the  coafl  to  warn  us  of 
the  fame. 

I  fent  M.  Pridiox  with  the  pinnace  to  Hatorafk,  and  ten  with  him,  with  the  provofl 
marfliall  to  live  there  and  alfo  to  wait  for  fliipping  :  alfo  I  fent  every  week  fixteen  or 
twenty  of  the  reft  of  the  company  to  the  main  over  againfl  us,  to  live  of  CaflTada 
and  oyfters.  , 

In  the  mean  while  Pemifapan  went  of  purpofe  to  Defamonquepeio  for  three  caufes  : 
the  one  to  fee  his  grounds  there  broken  up,  and  fowed  for  a  fecond  crop,  the  other 
to  withdraw  himfelf  from  my  daily  fending  to  him  for  fupply  of  victual  for  my  com- 
pany, for  he  was  afraid  to  deny  me  any  thing,  neither  durft  he  in  my  prefence  but  by 
colour  and  with  excufes  which  Iwas  content  to  accept  for  the  time,  meaning  in  the  end  as 
I  had  reafon,  to  give  him  the  jump  once  for  all :  but  in  the  mean  whiles,  as  I  had 
ever  done  before,  I  and  mine  bear  all  wrongs  and  accepted  of  all  excufes. 

My  purpofe  was  to  have  relied  myfelf  with  Menatonon,  and  the  Chaonifls,  who  in 
truth,  as  they  are  more  valiant  people  and  in  greater  number  than  the  reft,  fo  are  they 
more  faithful  in  their  promifes,  and  fince  my  late  being  there  had  given  many  tokens 
of  earnefl  defire  they  had  to  join  in  perfed  league  with  us,  and  therefore  were 
greatly  offended  with  Pemifapan  and  Weapomeiok  for  making  him  believe  fuch  tales 
of  us. 

The  third  caufe  of  his  going  to  Defamonquepeio,  was  to  difpatch  his  meflengers  to 
Weapomeiok,  and  to  the  Mangoaks,  as  aforefaid :  all  which  he  did  with  gieat  imprefl 
of  copper  in  hand,  making  large  promifes  to  them  of  greater  fpoil. 
'     The  anfwer  within  few  days  after  came  from  AVeapomeiok,  which  was  divided  into 
fwo  paijtsj  firft  for  the  king  Okilko,  who  denied  to  be  of  the  party  for  himfelf,  or  any 
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of  hisfpecial  followers,  and  therefore  did  Immediately  retire  himfelfwith  his  force  into 
the  main  :  the  other  was  concerning  the  reft  of  the  faid  province,  who  accepted  of  it ; 
and  in  like  fort  the  Mangoaks  received  the  impreft. 

The  day  of  their  aflembly  aforefaid  at  Roanoak  was  appointed  the  loth  of  June: 
all  which  the  premifes  were  dilcovered  by  Skiko,  the  king  Menatonon's  fon,  my  prifoner, 
who  having  once  attempted  to  run  away,  I  laid  him  in  the  bilboes,  threatening  to  cut 
off  his  head,  whom  I  remitted  at  Pemifapan's  requeft  :  whereupon  he  being  perfuaded 
that  he  was  our  enemy  to  the  death,  he  did  not  only  feed  him  with  hniifelf  but  alfo 
made  him  acquainted  with  all  his  practices.  On  the  other  fide,  the  young  man  find- 
ing himfelf  as  well  ufed  at  my  hand,  as  I  had  means  to  fhew,  and  that  all  my  coinpany 
made  much  of  him,  he  flatly  difcovered  all  unto  me,  which  alfo  afterwards  was  revealed 
unto  me  by  one  of  Pemifapan's  own  men,  that  night  before  he  was  flain. 

Thefe  mifchiefs  being  all  inftantly  upon  me  and  my  company  to  be  put  in  execution, 
it  ftood  me  in  hand  to  ftudy  how  to  prevent  them  all,  alfo  to  fave  all  others,  which 
Were  that  time  as  aforefaid,  fo  far  from  me  ;  whereupon  I  fent  to  Pemifapan  to  put 
fufpicion  out  of  his  head,  that  I  meant  prefently  to  go  to  Croatoan,  for  that  1  had  heard 
of  the  arrival  of  our  fleet  (although  I  in  truth  had  neither  heard,  nor  hoped  for  fo 
good  adventure)  and  that  I  meant  to  come  by  him,  to  borrow  of  his  men  to  filh  for 
my  company,  and  to  hunt  for  me  at  Croatoan,  as  alfo  to  buy  fome  four  days  provifion  ta 
ferve  for  my  voyage. 

He  fent  me  word  that  he  would  himfelf  come  over  to  Roanoak,  but  from  day  to 
day  he  defered,  only  to  bring  the  Weapomeioks  with  him  and  the  Mangoaks,  whofe  time 
appointed  was  within  eight  days  after. 

It  was  the  laftof  May  15S6,  when  all  his  own  favages  began  to  make  their  aflembly 
at  Roanoak,  at  his  commandment  fent  abroad  unto  them,  and  I  refolved  not  to  ftay 
longer  upon  his  coming  over,  fince  he  meant  to  come  with  fogood  company,  but  thought 
good  to  go  and  vifit  him  with  fuch  as  I  had,  which  I  refolved  to  do  the  next 
day  :  but  that  night  I  meant  by  the  way  to  give  them  in  the  ifland  a  canuifado,  and 
at  the  inftant  to  feize  upon  all  the  canoes  about  the  ifland,  to  keep  him  from 
advertifements. 

But  the  town  took  the  alarm  before  I  meant  it  to  them :  the  occafion  was  this.  I 
had  fent  the  mafter  of  the  light  horfeman,  with  a  few  with  him,  to  gather  up  all  the 
canoes  in  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  and  to  take  as  many  as  were  going  from  us  to  Defa- 
monquepeio,  but  to  fuffer  any  that  came  from  thence,  to  land.  He  met  with  a  canoe 
going  from  the  fliore  and  overthrew  the  canoe  and  cut  off"  two  favages  heads :  this  was 
not  done  fo  fecretly,  but  he  was  difcovered  from  the  fliore  ;  whereupon  the  cry  arofe  ; 
for  in  truth  they,  privy  to  their  own  villainous  purpofes  againft  us,  held  as  good  efpyal 
upon  us,  both  day  and  night,  as  we  did  upon  them. 

The  alarm  given  they  took  themfelves  to  their  bows,  and  we  to  our  arms  :  fome 
three  or  four  of  them  at  the  firft  were  flain  with  our  fliot ;  the  reft  fled  into  the  woods. 
We  next  morning  with  the  light  horfemim  and  one  canoe,  taking  twenty-five  with  the 
colonel  of  the  Chefepians,  and  the  ferjeant  major,  I  went  to  Defamonquepeio;  and  being 
landed,  fent  Pemifapan  word  by  one  of  his  own  favages  that  met  me  at  the  fliore,  that 
I  was  going  to  Croatoan,  and  meant  to  take  him  in  the  way  to  complain  unto  him  of 
Ofccon,  who  the  night  paft  was  conveying  away  my  prifoner,  whom  1  had  there  prefent 
tied  in  an  hand-lock.  Whereupon  the  king  did  abide  my  coming  to  him,  and  finding 
myfelf  aniidft  feven  or  eight  of  liis  principal  Weroanccs  and  followers  (not  regarding 
any  of  the  common  fort),  I  gave  the  watch-word  agreed  upon  (which  was,  Christ  our. 
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Victory"),  and  immediately  thofe  his  chief  men  and  himfelf  had,  by  the  mercy  of  God 
for  our  deliverance,  that,  which  they  had  purpofed  for  us. 

The  king  himfelf  being  fliot  through  by  the  colonel  with  a  piftol,  lying  on  the 
ground  for  dead,  and  I  looking  as  watchfully  for  the  faving  of  Manteo's  friends,  as  others 
were  bufy  that  none  of  the  reft  Ihould  efcape,  fuddenly  he  ftarted  up  and  ran  away  as 
though  he  had  not  been  touched,  infomuch  as  he  over-ran  all  the  company  ;  being  by  the 
way  fliot  thwart  the  buttocks  by  my  Irifh  boy  with  my  petronell.  In  the  end  an  Irifh- 
man  ferving  me,  one  Nugent,  and  the  deputy  provoft,  undertook  him,  and  following 
him  in  the  woods  over-took  him  :  and  I  in  fonie  doubt  left  we  had  loft  both  the  Idng 
and  my  man  by  our  own  negligence  to  have  been  intercepted  by  the  favages,  met  him 
returning  out  of  the  woods  with  Pemifapan's  head  in  his  hand. 

This  fell  out  on  the  ift  of  June  1586,  and  the  8th  of  the  fame  came  advertifement 
to  me  from  Captain  Stafford,  lying  at  my  Lord  Admiral's  liland,  that  he  had  difcovered 
a  great  fleet  of  twenty-three  fails,  but  whether  they  were  friends  or  foes,  he  could  not 
yet  difcern.     He  advifed  me  to  ftand  upon  as  good  guard  as  I  could. 

The  9th  of  the  f;ild  month  he  himfelf  came  unto  me,  having  that  night  before, 
and  that  fame  day  travelled  by  land  twenty  miles ;  and  I  muft  truly  report  of  him  from 
the  firft  to  the  laft,  he  was  the  gentleman  that  never  fpared  labour  or  peril  either  by  land 
or  water,  fair  weather  or  foul,  to  perform  any  fervice  committed  unto  him. 

He  brought  me  a  letter  from  the  General  Sir  Francis  Drake,  with  a  moft  bountiful 
and  honourable  offer  for  the  fupply  of  our  neceffities  to  the  performance  of  the  aftion  we 
were  then  entered  into  ;  and  that  not  only  of  viftuals,  munition  and  clothing,  but  alfo 
of  barks,  pinnaces,  and  boats  :  they  alfo  by  him  to  be  victualled,  manned,  and  furnifhed 
to  my  contentation. 

The  loth  day  he  arrived  in  the  road  of  our  bad  harbour;  and  coming  there  to  an 
anchor,  the  i  ith  day  I  came  to  him,  whom  I  found  in  deeds  moft  honourably  to  per- 
form that  which  in  writing  and  mefl"age  he  had  moft  courteoufly  offered,  he  having 
aforehand  propounded  the  matter  to  all  the  captains  of  his  fleet,  and  got  their  liking 
and  confent  thereto. 

With  fuch  thanks  to  him  and  his  captains  for  his  care  both  of  us  and  of  our  nation, 
not  as  the  matter  deferved,  but  as  I  could  both  for  my  company  and  myfelf,  I  (being 
afore-hand  prepared  what  I  would  defire)  craved  at  hk  hands  that  it  would  pleafe  him 
to  take  with  him  into  England,  a  number  of  weak  and  unfit  men  for  my  good  aftion 
which  I  would  deliver  to  him  ;  and  in  place  of  them  to  fupply  me  of  his  company  with 
oar-men,  artificers,  and  others. 

That  he  would  leave  us  fo  much  fliipping  and  vidlual,  as  about  Auguft  the  next 
following  would  carry  me  and  all  my  company  into  England,  when  we  had  difcovered 
fomewhat,  that  for  lack  of  needful  provifion  in  time  left  with  us  as  yet  remained 
undone. 

That  it  would  pleafe  him  withall  to  leave  fome  fufficient  mafters  not  only  to  carry 
us  into  England,  when  time  fliould  be,  but  alfo  to  fearch  the  coaft  for  fome  better 
harbour,  if  there  were  any,  and  efpecially  to  help  us  to  fome  fmall  boats,  and 
oar-men. 

Alfo  for  a  fupply  of  calivers  and  weapons,  match  and  lead,  tools,  apparel  and  fuch 
like. 

He  having  received  thefe  my  requefts,  according  to  his  ufual  commendable  manner 
of  government  (as  it  was  told  me)  calling  his  captains  to  counfel :  the  refolution  was 
that  I  fliould  fend  fuch  ofmy  officers  of  my  company  as  I  ufed  in  fuch  matters,with  their 
notes,  to  go  aboard  with  him ;  which  were  the  mafter  of  the  viftuals,  the  keeper  of 
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the  ftore,  and  the  vlce-treafurer  ;  to  whom  he  appointed  forthwith  for  me  the  Francis, 
being  a  very  proper  bark  of  feventy  ton,  and  took  prefent  order  for  bringing  of  viftuals 
aboard  her,  for  one  hundred  men  for  four  months,  with  ail  my  other  demands  whatfo- 
ever  to  the  uttermoft. 

And  further  he  appointed  for  me  two  pinnaces,  and  four  fmall  boats :  and  that  which 
was  to  perform  all  his  former  liberality  to  us,  was  that  he  had  gotten  the  full  affents  of 
two  of  as  fufficient  experimented  mafters  as  were  any  in  his  fleet,  by  judgment  of  them 
that  knew  them,  with  very  fufficient  gings  to  tarry  with  me,  and  to  employ  themfelves 
moft  eai-neflly  in  the  aftion,  as  I  fliould  appoint  them,  until  the  term  which  I  promifed 
of  our  return  to  England  again.  The  names  of  one  of  thofe  mailers  was  Abraham 
Kendall,  the  other  Grifteth  Kerne. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  hand,  the  provlfion  aforefaid  being  brought,  and  in 
bringing  aboard,  my  faid  mafters  being  alio  gone  aboard,  my  faid  barks  having  ac- 
cepted of  their  charge,  and  mine  own  officers,  with  others  in  like  fort  of  my  company 
with  them  (all  which  was  difpatched  by  the  faid  general  the  12th  of  the  faid  month), 
the  13th  there  arofefuchan  unwonted  ftorm,  and  continued  four  days,  that  had  like 
to  have  driven  all  on  fliore,  if  the  Lord  had  not  held  his  holy  hand  over  them,  and 
the  general  very  providently  forefeen  the  worft  himfelf,  then  about  my  difpatch  putting 
himfelf  aboard  :  but  in  the  end  having  driven  fundry  of  the  fleet  to  put  to  fea,  the 
Francis  alio  with  all  my  provifions,  my  two  mafters,  and  my  company  aboard,  flie  was 
feen  to  be  free  from  the  fame,  and  to  put  clear,  to  fea. 

This  ftorm  having  continued  from  the  1 3th  to  the  1 6th  of  the  month,  and  thus 
my  bark  put  away  as  aforefaid,  the  general  coming  afliore,  made  a  new  proffer  unto 
me;  which  was  a  fliip  of  170  ton,  called  the  Bark  Bonner,  with  a  fufficient  mafter 
and  guide  to  tarry  with  me  the  time  appointed,  and  viftual  fufficieni:  to  carry  me  and 
my  company  into  England,  with  all  provifions  as  before  :  but  he  told  me  that  he 
would  not  for  any  thing  undertake  to  have  her  brought  into  our  harbour,  and  there- 
fore he  was  to  leave  her  in  the  road,  and  to  leave  the  care  of  the  reft  unto  myfelf, 
and  advifed  me  to  confider  \\ith  my  company  of  our  cafe,  and.  to  deliver  prefcntly  unto 
him  in  writing,  what  I  would  require  him  to  do  for  us  :  which  being  within  his  power, 
he  did  allure  me  as  well  for  his  captains  as  for  himfelf,  fliould  be  moft  willingly 
performed.  o 

Hereupon  calling  fuch  captains  and  gentlemen  of  my  company  as  then  were  at 
hand  who  were  all  as  privy  as  myfelf  to  the  general's  offer,  their  whole  requeft  was 
to  me,  that  confidering  the  cafe  that  we  ftood  in,  the  weaknefs  of  our  company,  the 
fmall  number  of  the  fame,  the  carrying  away  of  our  firft  appointed  bark,  with  ihofe 
two  efpecial  mafters,  with  our  principal  provifions  in  the  fame,  by  the  very  hand  of 
God  as  it  feemed,  ftretched  out  to  take  us  from  thence;  confidering  alfo  that  his 
fccond  offer,  though  moft  honourable  of  his  part,  yet  of  ours  not  to  be  taken,  in- 
fomuch  as  there  v/as  no  poflibility  for  her  with  any  fafety  to  be  brought  into  the 
harbour,  feeing  further  that  our  hope  for  fupply  with  Sir  Richard  Greenvile,  fo 
undoubtfully  promifed  us  before  Eafter,  not  yet  come,  neither  then  likely  to  come  this 
year,  confidering  the  doings  in  England  for  Flanders,  and  alfo  for  America,  that  there- 
fore 1  would  refolve  myfelf  with  my  company  to  go  into  England  with  that  fleet ;  and 
accordingly  to  make  requeft  to  the  general  in  all  our  names,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  give  us  prefent  paifage  with  him.  Which  requeft  of  ours,  by  myfelf  delivered  unto 
him,  he  moft  readily  aifented  unto  :  and  fo  he  fending  immediately  his  pinnaces  into 
our  ifland,  for  the  fetching  away  o.  a  few  that  there  were  left  with  our  baggage,  the 
weather  was  fo  boiiterous,  and  the  pinnaces  io  often  on  the  ground,  that  thenaoft  of  all 
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we  had,  with  all  our  cards,  books  and  writings,  were  by  the  failors  cafl:  overboard,  the 
greater  nuinl:)er  of  the  fleet  being  much  aggrieved  with  their  long  and  dangerous  abode 
in  the  miferable  road. 

From  whence  the  general  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty,  weighing  his  anchors  (having 
beftowed  us  amongft  his  fleet),  for  the  relief  of  whom  he  had  in  that  florm,  luftained 
more  peril  of  wreck  than  in  all  his  former  moft;  honourable  adions  againft  the  Spaniards 
with  praifes  unto  God  for  all,  let  fail  the  19th  June  1586,  and  arrived  in  Portfmouth 
the  27th  July  of  the  fame  year. 

The  Third  Voyage  made  by  a  Shipfent  in  the  Tear  1586,  /o  the  Relief  of  the  Colony  planted 
in  Virginia,  at  the  fole  Charges  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  15S6,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  at  his  own  charge  prepa,red  a 
fliip  of  100  ton,  freighted  with  all  manner  of  things  in  mofl;  plentiful  manner,  for  the 
fupply  and  relief  of  his  colony  then  remaining  in  Virginia ;  but  before  they  fet  fail 
from.  Enghmd  it  v/as  after  Eailer,  fo  that  our  colony  half  defpaired  of  the  coming  of 
any  fupply  ;  wherefore  every  man  prepared  for  himfelf,  determining  refolutely  to  fpend 
the  refidue  of  their  life-time  in  that  country.  And  for  the  better  performance  of  this 
their  determination,  they  fowed,  planted,  and  fet  fuch  things  as  were  neceflTary 
for  their  relief  in  fo  plentiful  a  manner,  as  might  have  fufficed  them  twtf  years  without 
any  further  labour.  Thus  truRing  to  their  own  harveft,  they  paflcd  the  fummer  till  the 
loth  June;  at  which  time  their  corn  which  they  had  fowed  was  within  one  fortnight 
of  reaping  ;  but  then  it  happened  that  Sir  Francis  Drake  in  his  profperous  return  from  the 
facking  of  San  Domingo,  Cartagena,  and  Saint  Auguftine,  determined  in  his  way  home- 
ward to  vifit  his  countrymen  the  Englifli  colony,  then  remaining  in  Virginia.  So  pafling 
along  the  coafts  of  Florida,  he  fell  with  the  parts  where  our  Fngliih  colony  inhabited, 
and  having  efpied  fome  of  that  company,  there  he  anchored  and  went  aland,  where  he 
conferred  witli  them  of  their  Ihite  and  welfare,  and  how  things  had  palled  uith  them. 
They  anfwered  him  that  they  lived  all  :  but  hitherto  in  fome  fcarcity,  and  as  yet  could 
hear  of  no  fupply  out  of  England  ;  therefore  they  requeued  him  tiuit  he  would  leave 
with  them  fome  two  or  three  ihips,  that  if  fome  reafc^able  time  they  heard  not  out  of 
England,  they  might  then  return  themfelves.  Which  he  agreed  to.  Whilll  fome  were 
then  writing  their  letters  to  fend  into  England,  and  fome  others  making  reports  of  the 
.iccidents  of  their  travels  each  to  other,  fome  on  land,  fome  on  board,  a  great  (torm 
arofe,  and  drove  the  moft  of  their  fleet  from  their  anchors  to  fea,  in  which  ihips  at 
that  inftant  were  the  chiefeft  of  the  Englifli  colony ;  the  reft  on  land  perceiving  this, 
hafted  to  thofe  three  fails  which  were  appointed  to  be  left  there,  and  lor  fear  they 
fliould  be  left  behind,  they  left  all  things  confufedly,  as  if  they  had  been  chafed  from 
thence  by  a  mighty  army  ;  and  no  doubt  fo  they  were ;  for  the  hand  of  God  came 
upon  them  for  the  cruelty  and  outrages  committed  by  fome  of  them  againft  the  native 
inhabitants  of  that  country. 

Immediately  after  the  departing  of  our  EnglHh  colony  out  of  this  paradife  of  the 
world,  the  fliip  above  mentioned  fent  and  fet  forth  at  ihe  charges  ot  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  and  his  dire6^ion,  arrived  at  Hatorafk  :  who  after  fome  time  fpent  in  feeking 
our  colony  up  in  the  country,  and  not  finding  them,  returned  with  all  the  aforelaid 
provilion  into  England. 

About  14  or  15  ddjs  after  the  departure  of  the  aforefaid  fhip.  Sir  Richard 
Greenvile,  general  of  Virginia,  accompanied  with  three  fliips  well  appointed  for  the  fame 
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voyage,  arrived  there :  who  not  finding  the  aforefaid  Ihip,  according  to  his  expe&ation, 
nor  hearing  any  news  of  our  Englilh  colony  there  feated,  and  left  by  him  Anno  1585, 
himfelf  travelling  up  into  divers  places  of  the  country,  as  well  to  fee  if  he  could  hear 
any  news  of  the  colony  left  there  by  him  the  year  before,  under  the  charge  of  Mafler 
Lane,  his  deputy,  as  alfo  to  difcover  fome  places  of  the  country  :  but  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  not  hearing  any  news  of  them,  and  finding  the  places  which  they  inhabited 
defolate,  yet  unwilling  to  lofe  the  pofleffion  of  the  country  which  Engliihmen  had  fo 
long  held  :  after  good  deliberation,  he  determined  to  leave  fome  men  behind  to  retain 
pofleffion  of  the  country  :  whereupon  he  landed  1 5  men  in  the  ifle  of  Roanoak,  fur- 
niflied  plentifully  with  all  manner  of  provifion  for  two  years,  and  fo  departed  for 
England. 

Not  long  after  he  fell  with  the  Ifles  of  the  Azores,  on  fome  of  which  iflands  he 
landed,  and  fpoiled  the  towns  of  all  fuch  things  as  were  worth  carriage,  where  alfo  he 
took  divers  Spaniards.  With  this  and  many  other  exploits  done  by  him  in  this  voyage, 
as  well  outward  as  homeward,  he  returned  into  England. 


A  brief  and  true  Report  of  the  new  foimd  Land  of  Virginia^  of  the  Commodities  there  found, 
and  to  be  raifed,  as  well  merchantable  as  others  :  written  by  Thomas  Heriot,  Servant  to 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  a  Member  of  the  Colony,  and  there  ernployed  in  difcovering  a  full 
Twelvemonth. 

Ralph  Lane  one  of  her  Majejly's  efquires,  and  governor  of  the  colony  in  Virginia,  above 
mentioned,  for  the  time  there  refident,  to  the  gentle  reader  wifheth  all  happinefs  in  the 
Lord. 

Albeit  (gentle  reader)  the  credit  of  the  reports  in  this  treatife  contained  can  little  be 
furthered  by  the  teftimony  of  one  as  myfelf,  through  affeftion  judged  partial,  though 
without  defert :  neverthelefs,  for  fo  much  as  I  have  been  requefted  by  fome  my  par- 
ticular friends,  who  conceive  more  rightly  of  me,  to  deliver  freely  my  knowledge  of 
the  fame  ;  not  only  for  the  fatisfying  of  them,  but  alfo  for  the  true  information  of  any 
other  whatfoever,  that  comes  not  with  a  prejudicate  mind  to  the  reading  thereof;  thus 
much  upon  my  credit  I  am  to  •affirm,  that  things  univerfally  are  fo  truly  fet  down 
in  this  treatife,  by  the  author  thereof,  an  aftor  in  the  colony,  and  a  man  no  lefs  for  his 
honelfy  than  learning  commendable,  as  that  I  dare  boldly  avouch,  it  may  very  well  pafs 
with  the  credit  of  truth,  even  amongfl:  the  moft  true  relations  of  this  age.  Which  as  for 
mine  own  part  I  am  ready  any  way  to  acknowledge,  fo  alfo  (of  the  certainty  thereof 
affured  by  mine  own  experience)  with  this  my  public  aflertion  I  do  affirm  the  fame. 
Farewell  in  the  Lord. 

To  the  adventurers,  favourers,  and  well-wilier s  of  the  enterprife  for  the  inhabiting  and 

planting  in  Virginia. 
Since  the  firft  undertaking  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  deal  in  the  aftion  of  dif- 
covering  of  that  country  which  is  now  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Virginia, 
many  voyages  having  been  thither  made  at  fundry  times  to  his  great  charge ;  as  flrft, 
in  the  year  1584,  and  afterwards  in  the  years  1585,  15S6,  and  now  of  late  this  lafl 
year  1587  :  there  have  been  divers  and  variable  reports,  with  fome  flanderous  and 
Ihameful  fpeeches  bruited  abroad  by  many  that  returned  from  thence  :  efpecially  of 
that  difcovery  which  was  made  by  the  colony  tranfportcd  by  Sir  Richard  Grecnvile  in 
J  585,  being  of  all  others  the  molf  principal,  and  as  yet  of  moil  cffecl:,  the  time  of 

their 


THE    ENGLISH    TO    VIRGINIA.  59I 

their  abode  in  the  country  being  a  whole  year,  when  as  in  the  other  voyap;es  before 
they  flayed  but  fix  weeks,  and  the  otliers  after  were  only  for  fiipply  and  tranfportalion, 
nothing  more  being  difcovered  than  had  been  before.  Which  reports  have  not  done  a 
little  wrong  to  niaivy  that  othcrwife  would  have  alfo  favoured  and  adventured  in  the 
action,  to  the  honour  and  benefit  of  our  nati(^n,befides  the  particular  profit  and  credit  which 
would  redound  to  themfelves  the  dealers  therein,  as  I  hope  by  the  fequel  of  events,  to 
the  fliame  of  thofe  that  have  avouched  the  contrary,  fliall  be  manifefl:,  if  you  the  ad- 
venturers, favourers  and  well-willers  do  but  either  increafe  in  number,  or  in  opinion 
continue,  or  having  been  doubtful,  renew  your  good  liking  and  furtherance  to  deal 
therein  according  to  the  worthinefs  thereof  already  found,  and  as  you  (hall  underftand 
hereafter  to  be  requifite.  Touching  which  worthinefs,  though  caufe  of  the  diverflty  of 
relations  and  reports,  many  of  your  opinions  could  not  be  firm,  nor  the  minds  of  fome 
that  are  well  difpofed  be  fettled  in  any  certainty. 

1  have  therefore  thought  it  good,  being  one  that  have  been  in  the  difcovery,  and  in 
dealing  with  the  natural  inhabitants  efpecially  employed ;  and  having  therefore  feen 
and  known  more  than  the  ordinary,  to  impart  fo  much  unto  you  of  the  fruits  of  our 
labours,  as  that  you  may  know  how  injurioufly  the  enterprife  is  llandered,  and  that  in 
public  manner  at  this  prefent,  chiefly  for  two  refpefts. 

Firft,  that  fome  of  you  which  are  yet  ignorant  or  doubtful  of  the  flate  thereof,  may 
fee  that  there  is  fufiicient  caufe  why  the  chief  enterpriler  with  favour  of  Her  Majefly, 
notwithftanding  fuch  reports,  hath  not  only  fince  continued  the  adlion,  by  fending  into 
the  country  again,  and  replanting  this  lafl  year  a  new  colony,  but  is  alfo  ready,  according 
as  the  times  and  means  will  afford,  to  follow  and  profecute  the  fame. 

Secondly,  that  you  feeing  and  knowing  the  continuance  of  the  aftion,  by  the  view 
hereof  you  may  generally  know  and  learn  that  the  country  is,  and  thereupon  confider 
how  your  dealing  therein,  if  it  proceed,  may  return  you  profit  and  gain,  be  it  either  by 
inhabiting  and  planting,  or  otherwife  in  furthering  thereof. 

And  left  that  the  fubflance  of  my  relation  fliould  be  doubtful  unto  you,  as  of  others 
bv  reafon  of  their  diverfity,  I  will  firft  open  the  caufe  in  a  few  words,  wherefore  they 
are  fo  different,  referring  myfelf  to  your  favourable  conftruttions,  and  to  be  adjudged 
ef,  as  by  good  confideration  you  fhall  find  caufe. 

Of  our  company  that  returned,  fome  for  their  nafdemeanor  and  ill  dealing  in  the 
country,  have  been  there  worthily  punifhed,  who  by  reafon  of  their  bad  natures,  have 
malicioufly  not  only  fpoken  ill  of  their  governors,  but  for  their  fakes  llandered  the 
country  itfelf.     The  like  alfo  have  thofe  done  which  were  of  their  confort. 

Some  being  ignorant  of  the  flate  thereof,  notwithflanding  fince  their  return  among 
their  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  alfo  others,  efpecially  if  they  were  in  company 
where  they  might  not  be  gaiiifaid,  would  feem  to  know'  fo  much  as  no  men  more,  and 
make  no  men  fo  great  travellers  as  themfelves.  They  flood  fo  much,  as  it  may  feem, 
upon  their  credit  and  reputation,  that  having  been  a  twelvemonth  in  the  country,  it 
would  have  been  a  great  difgrace  unto  them,  as  they  thought,  if  they  could  not  have 
faid  much,  whether  it  were  true  or  falfe.  Of  which  fome  have  fpoken  of  more  than  ever 
they  faw,  or  otherwife  knew  to  be  there.  Other  fome  have  not  been  afhamed  to  make 
abfolute  denial  of  that,  which  although  not  by  them,  yet  by  others  is  moft  certamly  and 
there  plentifully  known,  and  other  fome  make  difhculties  of  thofe  things  they  have  no 
(kill  of. 

The  caufe  of  their  ignorance  was,  in  that  they  were  of  that  many  that  were  never 
out  of  the  ifland  where  we  were  feated,  or  not  far,  or  at  the  leaflwife  in  few  places 
elfe,  during  the  time  of  our  abode  in  the  country  j  or  of  that  many,  that  after  gold  and 
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filver  was  not  fo  foon  found,  r.s  it  was  by  them  looked  for,  had  little  or  no  caro  of  any- 
other  thing  but  to  pamper  their  bellies  :  or  of  that  many  which  had  little  underftanding, 
lefs  dircreiion,.and  more  tongue  than  was  needful  or  requifite. 

Some  alfo  were  of  a  nice  bringing  up,  only  in  cities  or  towns,  or  fuch  as  never  (as  I 
may  fay)  had  feen  the  world  before.  Becaufe  there  were  not  to  be  found  any 
Engiifli  cities,  nor  fuch  fair  houfes,  nor  at  their  own  wilh,  any  of  their  old  accuftomed 
d-aintv  food,  nor  any  foft  beds  of  down  or  feathers,  the  country  was  to  them  miferable, 
and  their  reports  thereof  according. 

Becaufe  mv  purpofe  was  but  in  brief  to  open  the  caufe  of  the  variety  of  fuch  fpeeches, 
the  particularities  of  them,  and  of  many  envious,  malicious,  and  llanderous  reports  and 
devifes  elfe,  by  our  ov/n  countrymen  befides,  as  trifles  that  are  not  worthy  of  wife  men 
to  be  thought  upon,  I  mean  not  to  trouble  you  v/ithall,  but  will  pafs  to  the  com- 
modities, the  fubltance  of  that  which  I  have  to  make  relation  of  unto  you. 

The  treatife  whereof,  for  your  more  ready  view  and  eafier  underftanding,  I  will  divide 
into  three  fpecial  parts.  In  tlie  firft  I  will  make  declaration  of  fuch  commodities  there 
already  found,  or  to  be  raifed,  which  will  not  only  ferve  the  ordinary  turns  of  you 
which  are  and  (hall  be  the  planters  and  inhabitants ;  but  fuch  an  overplus  fufficiently  to 
be  yielded,  or  by  men  of  Ikill  to  be  provided,  as  by  way  of  traffick  and  exchange  with 
ur  own  nation  of  England  will  enrich  yourfelves  the  providers  ;  thofe  that  fliall  deal 
tvith  you,  the  enterprifers  in  general,  and  greatly  profit  our  own  countrymen,  to  fupply 
them  with  mofl  things  which  heretofore  they  have  been  fain  to  provide  either  of 
ftrangers  or  of  our  enemies,  which  commodities,  for  diftinftion  fake,  I  call  mer- 
chantable. 

In  the  fecond  I  will  fet  down  all  the  commodities  which  we  know,  the  country  by 
our  experience  doth  yield  of  itfelf,  for  viftual  and  fuftenance  of  man's  life,  fuch  as  are 
ufually  fed  upon  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  alfo  by  us  during  the  time  we 
were  there. 

In  the  laft  part  I  will  make  mention  generally  of  fuch  other  commodities  befides,  as 
I  am  able  to  remember,  and  as  I  (hall  think  behoveful  for  thofe  that  (liall  inhabit  and 
plant  there,  to  know  of,  which  fpecially  concern  building,  as  alfo  fome  other  necelTary 
ufes  J  with  a  brief  defcripti on  of  the  nature  and  manners  of  the  people  of  the  country. 

The  Firji  Part,  of  Merchantable  Commodities. 

Silk  of  grafs,  or  grafs-filk.  There  is  a  kind  of  grafs  in  the  country,  upon  the  blades 
whereof  there  groweth  very  good  filk  in  form  of  a  thin  glittering  (kin,  to  be  (tripped 
oft':  it  gro\\eth  two  feet  and  a  half  high  or  better  ;  the  blades  are  about  two  feet  in 
length,  and  half  an  inch  broad.  The  like  groweth  in  Perfia,  which  is  in  the  felf  fame 
climate  as  Virginia,  of  which  very  nrany  of  the  filk  works  that  come  from  thence  hito 
Europe  are  made. 

Hereof  if  it  be  planted  and  ordered  as  in  Perfia,  it  cannot  in  reafon  be  otherwife, 
but  that  there  will  rife  in  fliort  time  great  profit  to  the  dealers  therein,  feeing  there  is 
fo  great  ufe  and  vent  thereof  as  well  in  our  country  as  elfewhere.  And  by  the  meanj,^ 
of  fowing  and  planting  it  in  good  ground,  it  will  be  far  better,  greater,  and  more 
plentiful  thaii  it  is.  Although  notwithftanding  there  is  great  ftore  thereof  growing  in 
many  places  in  the  country  naturally  and  wild,  which  alio  by  proof  here  in  England, 
in  making  a  piece  of  filk  grogram,  we  found  to  be  excellent  good. 

Worm  filk.  In  many  of  our  journics  we  found  filk  \\orms  fair  and  great,  as  big  as 
our  ordinary  walnuts.     Although  it  hath  not  been  our  hap  to  have  iound  inch  plenty 
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as  clfcwhere  to  be  in  the  country  we  have  heard  of,  yet  fecinp;  tliat  the  country  doth 
naturally  breed  and  nourifli  them,  there  is  no  doubt  but  if  art  be  added  in  planting  of 
Kiulberry  trees,  and  others  fit  for  them  in  commodious  places,  for  their  feeding  and 
Kourifhing,  and  fome  of  them  carefully  gathered  and  hultanded  in  that  fort,  as  by 
men  of  ikill  is  known  to  be  necellary  ;  there  will  rife  as  great  profit  in  time  to  the 
Virginians,  as  thereof  doth  now  to  the  Perfians,  Turks,  Italians,  and  Spaniards. 

Flax  and  Hemp.  The  truth  is  that  of  hemp  and  flax  there  is  no  great  (lore  in  any 
one  place  together,  by  reafon  it  is  not  planted,  but  as  the  foil  doth  yield  it  of  itfelf,  and 
howfoever  the  leaf  and  ftem  or  ftalk  do  differ  from  ours,  the  fuff  by  judgment  of  men 
of  Ikill  is  altogether  as  good  as  ours  ;  and  if  not  as  farther  proof  fliould  find  or  other- 
wife,  we  have  that  experience  of  the  foil,  as  that  there  cannot  be  flic\ved  any  reafon  to  the 
contrary,  but  that  it  will  grow  there  excellent  well,  and  by  planting  will  be  yielded  plen- 
tifully  :  feeing  there  is  fo  much  ground,  whereof  fome  may  be  applied  to  fuch  purpofcs. 
What  beoefit  hereof  may  grow  in  cordage  and  linnens,  who  cannot  eafily  undenland. 

Allum.  There  is  a  vein  of  earth  along  the  fea  coaft,  for  the  fpace  of  40  or  50 
miles,  whereof  by  the  judgment  of  fome  that  have  made  trial  herein  England,  is  made 
good  allum,  of  that  kind  which  is  called  rocli  allum.  The  richnefs  of  fuch  a  commodity 
is  fo  well  known,  that  I  need  not  to  fay  any  thing  thereof.  The  fame  earth  doth  alfo 
}icld  white  coprafs,  nitru?n,  and  alumcn  plit?ncii>iu  but  nothing  fo  plentifully  as  the 
common  allum,  which  be  alfo  of  price,   and  profitable. 

Wapeih.     A    kind  of  earth  fo  called  by  the  natural  inhabitants,  very  like  terra 

figillata,  and  having  been  refined,  it  hath  been  found  by  fome  of  our  phyficians  and 

chirurgions  to  be  of  the  fame  kind   of  virtue,  and  more  effedual.     The  inhabitants 

ufe  it  very  much  for  the  cure  of  fores  and  wounds  :  there  is  in  divers  places  great 

plenty,  and  in  fome  places  of  a  blue  fort. 

Pitch,  tar,  rozen  and  turpentine.  There  are  thofe  kinds  of  trees  which  yield  them 
abundantly  and  great  ftore.  In  the  very  fame  ifland  where  we  were  feated,  being  15 
miles  of  length,  and  five  or  fix  miles  in  breadth,  there  are  few  trees  elfe  but  of  th« 
fame  kind,  the  whole  ifland  being  full. 

SaflTafras.  Called  by  the  inhabitants  V/inauk,  a  kind  of  wood  of  mofi:  pleafant  and 
fweet  fmell,  and  of  moll  rare  virtues  in  phyfic  for  the  cure  of  many  difeafes.  It  is  found 
by  experience  to  be  far  better  and  of  more  ufes  than  the  wood  which  is  called  guiacian, 
or  lignum  vita.  For  the  defcription,  the  manner  of  ufing,  and  the  manifold  virtues 
thereof,  I  refer  you  to  the  book  of  Monardes,  tranflated  and  entitled  in  Englifh,  27;i? 
Joyful  Ne-ws  from  the  Weji  Indies. 

Cedar.  A  very  fweet  wood,  and  fine  timber,  whereof  if  nefls  of  chefts  be  there 
made,  or  timber  thereof  fitted  for  fweet  and  fine  bedfteds,  tables,  defks,  lutes,  virginals, 
and  many  things  elfe,  (of  which  there  hath  been  proof  made  already),  to  make  up 
freight  with  other  principal  commodities,  will  yield  profit. 

Wine.  There  are  two  kinds  of  grapes  that  the  foil  doth  yield  naturally  ;  the  one  is 
finall  and  four,  of  the  ordinary  bignefs  as  ours  in  England  ;  the  other  far  greater  and  of 
itfelf  lufcious  fweet.  When  they  are  planted  and  hulbanded  as  they  ought,  a  principal 
commodity  of  wines  by  them  may  be  railed. 

Oil.  There  are  two  forts  of  walnuts,  both  holding  oil :  but  the  one  far  more  plen- 
tiful than  the  other.  When  there  ai'e  mills  and  other  devices  for  the  purpofe,  a  com. 
modity  of  them  may  be  raifed,  becaufe  there  are  infinite  flore.  There  are  alfo  three 
fcveral  kinds  of  berries  in  the  form  of  oak-acorns,  which  alfo  by  the  experieiice  and  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants,  we  find  to  yield  very  good  and  fweet  oil.  Furthermore,  the  bears 
of  the  country  are  commonly  very  fat,  and  in  fome  places  there  are  many  ;  their 
fetnefs,  becaufe  it  is  fo  liquid,  may  well  be  termed  oil,  and  hath  many  fpecial  ufes. 

VOL.  XII.  4  G  Furs. 
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Furs.  All  along  the  fea-coafl;  there  are  great  ftore  of  otters,  which  being  taken  by 
weares  and  other  engines  made  for  the  purpofe,  will  yield  good  profit.  We  hope  alio 
of  marten  furs,  and  make  no  doubt  by  the  relation  of  the  people,  but  that  in  fome 
places  of  the  country  there  are  ftore,  although  there  were  but  two  (kins  that  came  to 
our  hands.    Luzernes  alfo  we  have  underftanding  of,  although  for  the  time  we  law  none. 

Deer  (kins  drefled  after  the  manner  of  chamois,  or  undreffed,  are  to  be  had  of  the 
natural  inhabitants,  thoufands  yearly  by  way  of  traffick  for  trifles,  and  no  more  wafte 
or  fpoil  of  deer  than  is  and  hath  been  ordinarily  in  time  before. 

Civet-Cats.  In  our  travels  there  was  found  one  to  have  been  killed  by  a  favage  or 
inhabitant,  and  in  another  place  the  fmell  where  one  or  more  had  lately  been  before, 
whereby  we  gather,  befides  than  by  the  relation  of  the  people,  that  there  are  fome  in 
the  country  ;  good  profit  will  rife  by  them. 

Iron.  In  two  places  of  the  country  fpecially,  one  about  fourfcore  and  the  other 
fixfcore  miles  from  the  fort  or  place  where  we  dwelt,  we  found  near  the  water  fide  the 
ground  to  be  rocky,  which  by  the  trial  of  a  mineral-man  was  found  to  hold  iron  richly. 
It  is  found  in  many  places  of  the  country  elfe  :  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary,  but 
that  it  may  be  allowed  for  a  good  merchantable  commodity,  confidering  there  the  fmall 
charge  for  the  labour  and  feeding  of  men,  the  infinite  ffore  of  wood,  the  want  of  wood 
and  dearnefs  thereof  in  England,  and  the  neceffity  of  ballafting  of  fhips. 

Copper.  An  hundred  and  fifty  miles  into  the  main,  in  two  towns  we  found  with  the 
inhabitants  divers  fmall  plates  of  copper,  that  had  been  made  as  we  underftood  by  the 
inhabitants  that  dwell  further  into  the  country,  where  as  they  fay  are  mountains  and 
rivers  that  yield  alfo  white  grains  of  metal,  which  is  to  be  deemed  filver.  For  con- 
firmation whereof,  at  the  time  of  our  firfl  arrival  in  the  country,  I  faw,  with  fome 
others  with  me,  two  fmall  pieces  of  filver  grofsly  heated,  about  the  weight  of  a  teflron, 
hanging  in  the  ears  of  a  Wiroans,  or  chief  lord  that  dwelt  about  fourfcore  miles  from 
us  :  of  whom  through  inquiry,  by  the  number  of  days  and  the  way,  I  learned  that  it 
had  come  to  his  hands  from  the  fame  place  or  near,  where  I  after  underftood  the  cop- 
per was  made,  and  the  white  grains  of  metal  found.  The  aforefaid  copper  we  alfo 
found  by  trial  to  hold  filver. 

Pearl.  Sometimes  in  feeding  on  mufcles  we  found  fome  pearl  :  but  it  was  our  hap 
to  meet  with  ragges,  or  of  a  pied  colour  :  not  having  yet  difcovered  thofe  places 
where  we  heard  of  better  and  more  plenty.  One  of  our  company,  a  man  of  ikill  in 
fuch  matters,  had  gathered  together  from  among  the  favage  people  about  five  thou- 
fand  :  of  which  number  he  chofe  fo  many  as  made  a  fair  chain,  which  for  their  like- 
nefs  and  uniformity  in  roundnefs,  orientnefs,  and  piednefs  of  many  excellent  colours, 
with  equality  in  greatnefs,  were  very  fair  and  rare  :  and  had  therefore  been  prefented 
to  Her  Majefly,  had  we  not  by  cafualty,  and  through  extremity  of  a  ftorm  loft  them, 
with  many  things  elfe  in  coming  away  from  the  country. 

Sweet  gums,  of  divers  kinds.  And  many  other  apothecary  drugs,  of  which  we  will 
make  fpecial  mention,  when  we  (hall  receive  it  from  fuch  men  of  ikill  in  that  Idnd,  that 
in  taking  reafonable  pains,  fhall  difcover  them  more  particularly  than  we  have  done, 
and  than  now  I  can  make  relation  of,  for  want  of  the  exaitiples  I  had  provided  and 
gathered,  and  are  now  loft,  with  other  things,  by  cafualty  before  mentioned. 

Dies  of  divers  kinds.  There  is  Shoemake,  well  known  in  England  for  black  ;  the 
feed  of  an  herb  called  Wafebur,  little  fmall  roofs  called  Chappacor,  and  the  bark  of  the 
tree  called  by  the  inhabitants  Tangomockonomindge  ;  which  dies  are  of  divers  forts  of 
red  :  their  goodnefs  for  our  Englifh  cloths  remain  yet  to  be  proved.  The  inhabitants  ufe 
them  only  for  the  dyeing  of  hair,  and  colouring  of  their  faces  and  mantles  made  of  deer 
ikins,  and  alfo  for  the  dyeing  of  rulhes,  to  make  artificial  works  withall  in  their  mats  and 
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bafkets :  having  no  other  thing  befides  that  they  account  of,  apt  to  ufe  them  for.  If 
they  will  not  prove  merchantable,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  planters  there  (hall  find 
apt  ufes  for  them,  as  alfo  for  other  colours  which  we  know  to  be  there. 

Woad.  A  thing  of  fo  great  vent  and  ufes  among  the  Englifli  dyers,  which  cannot 
be  yielded  fufficiently  in  our  own  country  for  fpare  of  ground,  may  be  planted  in  Vir- 
ginia, there  being  ground  enough.  The  growth  thereof  need  not  to  be  doubted,  when 
as  in  the  iflands  of  the  Azores  it  groweth  plentifully,  which  are  iii  the  fame  climate. 
So  likewife  of  madder. 

We  carried  thither  fugar  canes  to  plant,  which  being  not  fo  well  preferved  as  was 
requifite,  and  befides  the  time  of  the  year  being  pad  for  their  fetting  when  we  arrived, 
we  could  not  make  that  proof  of  them  as  we  defired.  Notwithftanding  feeing  that  they 
grow  in  the  fame  climate,  in  the  fouth  part  of  Spain  and  in  Barbary,  our  hope  in  reafon 
may  yet  continue.  So  likewife  for  oranges  and  lemons.  There  may  be  planted  alfo 
quinces.  Whereby  may  grow  in  reafonable  time  if  the  aflion  be  diligently  profecuted, 
no  fmall  commodities  in  fugars,  fuckers,  and  marmalades. 

Many  other  commodities  by  planting  may  there  alfo  be  raifed,  which  I  leave  to  your 
difcreet  and  gentle  confiderations  :  and  many  alfo  may  be  there,  which  yet  we  have 
not  difcovered.  Two  more  commodities  of  great  value,  one  of  certainty,  and  the 
other  in  hope,  not  to  be  planted,  but  there  to  be  raifed,  and  in  fhort  time  to  be  pro- 
vided and  prepared,  I  might  have  fpecified.  So  likewife  of  thofe  commodities  already 
fet  down,  I  might  have  faid  more  ;  as  of  the  particular  places  where  they  are  found, 
and  befl:  to  be  planted  and  prepared  :  by  what  means,  and  in  what  reafonable  fpace  of 
time  they  might  be  raifed  to  profit,  and  in  what  proportion  ;  but  becaufe  others  than 
wellwillers  might  be  therewithall  acquainted,  not  to  the  good  of  the  adtion,  I  have 
wittingly  omitted  them  ;  knowing  that  to  them  that  are  well  difpofed,  I  have  uttered, 
according  to  my  promife  and  purpofe,  for  this  part  fufficient. 

The  Second  Part ;  of  fitch  commodities  as  Virginia  is  known  to  yield  for  victuals  and 
fujlenance  of  man's  life^  ufually  fed  upon  by  the  natural  inhabita?iis :  as  alfo  by  r/Sy 
during  the  time  of  our  abode  ;  andjirfifuch  as  arefowed.  and  hufbanded. 

Pagatour.  A  kind  of  grain  fo  called  by  the  inhabitants ;  the  fame  in  the  Weft 
Indies  is  called  Maize.  Engliflimen  call  it  Guinea-wheat,  or  Turkey-wheat,  according 
to  the  names  of  the  countries  from  whence  the  like  hath  been  brought.  The  grain  is 
about  the  fize  of  our  ordinary  EngUfh  peas,  and  not  much  different  in  form  and  fhape ; 
but  of  divers  colours,  fome  white,  fome  red,  fome  yellow,  and  fome  blue.  All  of 
them  yield  a  very  white  and  fweet  flour  :  being  ufed  according  to  his  kind,  it  maketh  a 
very  good  bread.  We  made  of  the  fame  in  the  country  fome  malt,  whereof  was  brewed 
as  good  ale  as  was  to  be  defired.  So  likewife  by  the  help  of  hops,  thereof  may  be  made 
as  good  beer.  It  is  a  grain  of  marvellous  great  increafe  :  of  a  thoufand,  fifteen  hun- 
dred, and  fome  two  thoufand  fold.  There  are  three  forts,  of  which  two  are  ripe  in 
eleven  or  twelve  weeks  at  the  moft,  fometimes  in  ten,  after  the  time  they  are  fet,  and 
are  then  of  height  in  flalk  about  fix  or  feven  foot.  The  other  fort  is  ripe  in  fourteen, 
and  is  about  ten  feet  high ;  of  the  ftalks  fome  bear  four  heads,  fome  three,  fome 
one,  and  fome  two,  every  head  containing  5,  6,  or  700  grains,  within  a  few, 
more  or  lefs.  Of  thefe  grains,  befide  bread,  the  inhabitants  make  vidual,  either  by 
parching  them,  or  feething  them  w  hole  until  they  be  broken,  or  boiling  of  the  flour  with 
water  into  a  pap. 

Okindgier,  called  by  us  beans,  becaufe  in  greatnefs  and  partly  In  fhape  they  are  like  to 
the  beans  in  England,  faving  that  they  are  flatter,  of  more  divers  colours,  and  fome  pied. 
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The  leaf  alfo  of  the  ftemis  much  different.    In  tafte  they  are  altogether  as  good  as  our 
Englifh  peas. 

Wickonzour,  called  by  us  peas,  in  refpeft  of  the  beans  for  diftincllon  fake,  becaufe 
they  are  much  lefs  although  in  form  they  little  differ  :  but  in  goodneis  of  tafte  much 
like,  and  are  far  better  than  our  Englifh  peafe.  Both  the  beans  and  peas  are  ripe  in 
ten  weeks  after  they  are  fet.  They  make  them  victual,  either  by  boiling  them  all  to 
pieces  into  a  broth,  or  boiling  them  whole  until  they  be  foft,  and  begin  to  break,  as  is 
ufed  in  England,  either  by  themfelves  or  mixtly  together  :  fometime  they  mingle  of  the 
wheat  with  them  :  fometime  alfo  being  whole  fodden,  they  bruife  or  pound  them  in  a 
mortar,  and  thereof  make  loaves  or  lumps  of  doughifh^bread,  which  they  ufe  to  eat  for 

variety. 

Macokuer,  according  to  their  feveral  forms,  called  by  us  pompions,  melons,  and 
gourds,  becaufe  they  are  of  the  like  forms  as  thofe  kinds  in  England.  In  Virginia  fuch 
of  feveral  forms  are  of  one  tafte,  and  very  good,  and  do  alfo  fpring  from  one  feed. 
There  are  of  two  forts,  one  is  ripe  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  and  the  other  in  two 
months. 

There  is  an  herb  which  in  Dutch  is  called  Melden.  Some  of  thofe  that  I  defcribe  it 
unto,  take  it  to  be  a  kind  of  Drage  :  it  groweth  about  four  or  five  foot  high  ;  of  the 
feed  thereof  they  make  a  thick  broth,  and  pottage  of  a  very  good  tafte  :  of  the  ftalk  by 
burnintT  it  into  afhes  they  make  a  kind  of  fait  earth,  wherewith  many  ufe  fometimes  to 
feafon  their  broths  :  other  fait  they  know  not.  We  ourfelves  ufed  the  leaves  alfo  for 
pot  herbs. 

There  is  alfo  another  great  herb,  in  form  of  a  marigold,  about  fix  foot  in  height, 
the  head  with  the  flower  is  a  fpan  in  breadth.  Some  take  it  to  be  pUinta  foils  :  of  the 
feeds  hereof  they  make  both  a  kind  of  bread  and  broth. 

All  the  aforefaid  commodities  for  victual  are  fet  or  fowed  ;  fometimes  in  grounds 
apart  and  fcverally  by  themfelves,  but  for  the  moft  part  together  in  one  ground  mixtly  : 
the  manner  thereof,  with  the  drefling  and  preparing  of  the  ground,  becaufe  I  will  not 
unto  you  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  I  think  good  briefly  to  defcribe. 

The  ground  they  never  fatten  with  much  dung,  or  any  other  thing,  neither  plough 
nor  dig'^it  as  we  in  England,  but  only  prepare  it  in  fort  as  followeth.  A  few  days 
before  they  fow  or  fet,  the  men  with  wooden  inflruments  made  almoft  in  form  of  mat- 
tocks or  hoes  with  long  handles  ;  the  women  with  fhort  peckers  or  parers,  becaufe  they 
ufe  them  fitting,  of  a  foot  long,  and  about  five  inches  in  breadth,  do  only  break  the 
upper  part  of  the  ground  to  raife  up  the  weeds,  grafs,  and  old  ftubs  of  corn  ftalks  with 
their  roots.  The  which  after  a  day  or  two  days  drying  in  the  fun,  being  fcraped  up 
into  many  fmall  heaps,  to  fave  them  labour  for  carrying  of  them,  they  burn  into  afhes. 
And  w  hereas  fome  may  think  that  they  ufe  the  allies  for  to  better  the  ground,  I  fay  that 
then  they  would  either  difperfe  the  afhes  abroad,  which  we  obferved  they  do  not, 
except  the  heaps  be  too  great,  or  elfe  would  take  fpecial  care  to  fet  their  corn  where 
the  afhes  lie,  which  alfo  we  find  they  are  carelefs  of.  And  this  is  all  the  hufbanding  of 
their  ground  that  they  ufe. 

Then  their  fetting  or  fowing  is  after  this  manner  :  firft,  for  their  corn,  beginning  in 
one  corner  of  the  plot,  with  a  pecker  they  make  a  hole,  wherein  they  put  four  grains, 
with  care  that  they  touch  not  one  another  (about  an  uich  afunder),  and  cover  them 
with  the  mould  again,  and  fo  throughout  the  whole  plot,  making  fuch  holes,  and 
ufing  them  after  fuch  manner,  but  with  this  regard,  that  they  be  made  in  ranks,  every 
rank  differing  from  the  other  half  a  fathom  or  a  yard,  and  the  holes  alfo  in  every  rank 
as  much.     By  this  means  there  is  a  yard  fquare  ground  between  every  hole ;  where 
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according  to  dircretion  here  and  there,  they  fet  as  many  beans  and  peafe :  In  divers 
phices  alfo  among  the  feeds  ot  macocquer,  melden  and  plaiiia/o/is. 

The  ground  being  thus  fet  according  to  the  rate  by  us  experimented,  an  Englifli  acre 
containing  forty  perches  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth,  doth  there  yield  in  crof  or  of 
come  of  corn,  Ijeans  and  peafe,  at  the  leafl  200  London  bufliels,  befides  the  macocquer, 
melden  and  planta Jolts :  when  as  in  England  40  bufhels  of  our  wheat  yielded  out  of 
fuch  an  acre  is  thought  to  be  much. 

I  thought  alfo  good  to  note  this  unto  you,  that  you  which  fliall  inhabit  and  plant 
there,  may  know  how  fpecially  that  country  corn  is  there  to  be  preferred  before  ours  : 
befides  the  manifold  ways  in  applying  it  to  viftual,  the  incrcafe  is  fo  much,  that  fmall 
labour  and  pains  is  needful  in  rcfpeft  ot  that  which  rauil  be  ufed  for  ours.  For  this  I 
can  allure  you,  that  according  to  the  rate  we  have  made  proof  of,  one  man  may  pre- 
pare and  hufband  fo  much  ground  (having  once  borne  corn  before)  with  lefs  than  24 
hours  labour,  as  fliall  yield  him  victual  in  a  large  proportion  for  a  twelvemonth,  if  he 
have  nothing  elfe  but  that  which  the  fame  ground  will  yield,  and  of  that  kind  only 
which  I  have  before  fpoken  of:  the  faid  ground  being  alfo  but  of  25  yards  fquare. 
And  if  need  require,  but  that  there  is  ground  enough,  there  might  be  raifed  out  of  one 
and  the  felf-fame  ground  two  harveft  or  of-comes :  for  they  fow  or  fet,  and  may  at  any 
lime  when  they  think  good,  from  the  midft  of  March  until  the  end  of  June  :  fo  that 
they  alfo  fet  when  they  have  eaten  of  their  firft  crop.  In  fome  places  of  the  country 
notwithftanding  they  have  two  harvefts,  as  we  have  heard,  out  of  one  and  the  fame 
ground. 

For  Englifh  corn  neverthelefs,  whether  to  ufe  or  not  to  ufe  it,  you  that  inhabit  may 
do  as  you  fhall  have  further  caufe  to  think  beft.  -Of  the  growth  you  need  not  to 
doubt :  for  barley,  oats,  and  peafe,  we  have  feen  proof  of,  not  being  purpofely  fown, 
but  fallen  cafually  in  the  worft  fort  of  ground,  and  yet  to  be  as  fair  as  any  we  have  ever 
feen  here  in  England.  But  of  wheat,  becaufe  it  was  mufty,  and  had  taken  falt-water, 
we  could  make  no  trial,  and  of  rye  we  had  none.  Thus  much  have  I  digrefled,  and 
I  hope  not  unneceiTarily :  now  will  I  return  again  to  my  courfe,  and  intreat  of  that 
which  yet  remaineth,  appertaining  to  this  chapter. 

There  is  an  herb  which  is  fowed  apart  by  itfelf,  and  is  called  by  the  inhabitants 
uppowoc  :  in  the  Weft  Indies  it  hath  divers  names,  according  to  the  feveral  places  and 
countries  where  it  groweth  and  is  ufed  ;  the  Spaniards  generally  call  it  tabacco.  The 
leaves  thereof  being  dried,  and  brought  into  powder,  they  ufe  to  take  the  fume  or  fmoke 
thereof,  by  fucking  it  through  pipes  made  of  clay,  into  their  ftomach  and  head  ;  from 
whence  it  purgeth  fuperflaous  phlegm  and  other  grofs  humours,  and  openeth  all  the 
pores  and  pafl'ages  of  the  body :  by  which  means  the  ufe  thereof  not  only  preferveth 
the  body  from  obftrudions,  but  alio  (if  any  be,  fo  that  they  have  not  been  of  too 
long  continuance)  in  fliort  time  breaketh  them ;  whereby  their  bodies  are  notably  pre- 
ferved  in  health,  and  know  not  many  grievous  difeafes,  wherewithal  we  in  England 
are  oftentimes  afflifted. 

This  uppowoc  is  of  fo  precious  eftimation  among  them,  that  they  think  their  gods  are 
marvelloufly  delighted  therewith  :  whereupon  fometime  they  make  hallowed  fires,  and 
caft  fome  of  the  powder  therein  for  a  facrifice  :  being  in  a  florm  upon  the  waters,  to 
pacify  their  gods,  they  caft  fome  up  into  the  air  and  into  the  water  :  fo  a  weare  for  fifh 
being  newly  fet  up,  they  caft  fome  therein  and  into  the  air :  alfo  after  an  efcape  of 
danger,  they  caft  fome  into  the  air  likewife :  but  all  done  with  ftrange  geftures,  ftamp- 
ing,  fometimes  dancing,  clapping  of  1  ands,  holding  up  of  hands,  and  ftaring  up  into 
the  heavens,  uttering  therevvithal,  and  chattering  ftrange  words  and  noifes. 

We 
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We  ourfelves,  during  the  time  we  were  there,  ufed  to  fuck  it  after  their  manner  ; 
as  alfo  fmce  our  return,  and  have  found  many  rare  and  wonderful  experiments  of  the 
virtues  thereof :  of  which  the  relation  would  require  a  volume  by  itfelf:  the  ufe  of  it 
by  fo  many  of  late,  men  and  women  of  great  calling,  as  elfe,  and  fome  learned  phyfi- 
ciuns  alio,  is  fufficient  witnefs. 

And  thefe  are  all  the  commodities  for  fuflenance  of  life,  tha't  I  know  and  can 
remember,  they  ufe  to  hufband :  all  elfe  that  follow,  are  found  growing  naturally 
or  wild. 

Of  Roots. 

Openauk  are  a  kind  of  roots  of  round  form,  fome  of  the  bignefs  of  walnuts,  fome 
far  greater,  which  are  found  in  moifl  and  marfh  grounds,  growing  many  together  one 
by  another  in  ropes,  as  though  they  werefaftened  with  a  ftriuiT.  Being  boiled  or  fod- 
den,  they  are  very  good  meat.  Monardes  calleth  thefe  roots  beads,  or  Peter  nojiri  of 
Santa  Helena, 

Okeepenauk  are  alfo  of  round  (hape,  found  in  dry  grounds  :  fome  are  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  man's  head.  They  are  to  be  eaten  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  ground ;  for  by 
reafon  of  their  drynefs  they  will  neither  roaft  nor  feethe.  Their  tafle  is  not  fo  good  as 
of  the  former  roots :  notwithftanding  for  want  of  bread,  and  fometimes  for  variety,  the 
inhabitants  ufe  to  eat  them  with  fifli  or  flefli,  and  in  my  judgment  they  do  as  well  as  the 
houfehold  bread  made  of  rye  here  in  England. 

Kaifhucpenauk,  a  white  kind  of  roots,  about  the  bignefs  of  hen's  eggs,  and  near  of 
that  form  :  their  tafle  was  not  fo  good  to  our  feeming  as  of  the  other,  and  therefore 
their  place  and  manner  of  growing  not  fo  much  cared  for  by  us.  The  inhabitants, 
notwithftanding,  ufed  to  boil  and  eat  many. 

Tfmaw,  a  kind  of  root  much  like  unto  that  which  in  England  is  called  the  China 
root,  brought  from  the  Eafl  Indies.  And  we  know  not  any  thing  to  tho  contrary  but 
that  it  may  be  of  the  fame  kind.  Thefe  roots  grow  many  together  in  great  cluflers, 
and  do  bring  forth  a  brier  ftalk,  but  the  leaf  in  fhape  far  unlike :  which  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  trees  it  groweth  neareft  unto,  will  reach  or  climb  to  the  top  of  the  higheft. 
From  thefe  roots  while  they  be  new  or  frefh,  being  chopped  into  fmall  pieces,  and 
Itamped,  is  ftrained  with  water  a  juice  that  maketh  bread,  and  alfo  being  boiled,  a 
very  good  fpoon-meat  in  manner  of  a  jelly,  and  is  much  better  in  tafle,  if  it  be  tem- 
pered v/ith  oil.  This  Tfmaw  is  not  of  that  fort,  which  by  fome  was  caufed  to  be 
brought  into  England  for  the  China-root :  for  it  was  difcovered  fince,  and  is  in  ufe  as 
is  aforefaid  :  but  that  which  was  brought  hither  is  not  yet  known,  neither  by  us  nor 
by  the  inhabitants,  to  ferve  for  any  ufe  or  purpofe,  although  the  roots  in  fhape  are 
very  like. 

Cofcufhaw  fome  of  our  company  took  to  be  that  kind  of  root  which  the  Spaniards 
in  the  Wefl  Indies  call  caffavy,  whereupon  alfo  many  called  it  by  that  name ;  it  gi'ow- 
eth  in  very  muddy  pools,  and  moid  grounds.  Being  dreffed  according  to  the  country 
manner,  it  maketh  a  good  bread,  and  alfo  a  good  fpoon-meat,  and  is  ufed  very  much 
by  the  inhabitants.  The  juice  of  this  root  is  poifon,  and  therefore  heed  mufl  be  taken 
before  any  thing  be  made  therewithal,  either  the  roots  mufl  be  firfl  fliced  and  dried  in 
the  fun,  or  by  the  fire,  and  then  being  pounded  into  flour,  will  make  good  bread  ;  or 
elfe  while  they  are  green  they  are  to  be  pared,  cut  in  pieces,  and  flamped :  loaves  of 
the  fame  to  be  laid  near  or  over  the  fire  until  it  be  four ;  and  then  being  well  pounded 
again,  bread  or  fpjon-meat  very  good  in  tafle,  and  wholefome,  may  be  made 
thereof. 

Habafcon 
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Habafcon  is  a  root  of  hot  tafle,  almoft  of  the  form  and  bignefs  of  a  parfnip  :  of  itfelf 
it  is  no  viftual,  but  only  a  Iielp,  being  boiled  together  with  other  meats. 

There  are  alfo  leeks,  dillering  little  from  ours  in  PIngland,  that  grow  in  many  places 
of  the  country :  of  which  when  we  came  in  places  where  they  were,  we  gathered  and 
eat  many,  but  the  natural  inhabitants  never. 

Of  Fruits. 

Cheftnuts.  There  are  in  divers  places  great  ftore :  fome  they  ufe  to  cat  raw ;  fome 
they  ftamp  and  boil  to  make  fpoon-meat,  and  with  fome  being  fodden,  they  make  fuch 
a  manner  of  dough  bread  as  they  ufe  of  their  beans  before  mentioned. 

Walnuts.  There  are  two  kinds  of  walnuts,  and  of  them  infinite  ftore :  in  many  places, 
where  are  very  great  woods  for  many  miles  together,  the  third  part  of  trees  are  walnut 
trees.  The  one  kind  is  of  the  fame  tafte  and  form,  or  little  differing  from  ours  of 
England,  but  that  they  are  larger  and  thicker  flielled  :  the  other  is  greater,  and  hath 
a  A'ery  ragged  and  hard  fliell ;  but  the  kernel  great,  very  oily  and  fweet.  Befides  their 
eating  of  them  after  our  ordinary  manner,  they  break  them  with  flones,  and  jiound 
them  in  mortars  with  water,  to  make  a  milk  which  they  ufe  to  put  into  fome  forts  of 
their  fpoon-meat :  alfo  among  the  fodden  wheat,  peafe,  beans,  and  pompions,  which 
maketh  them  have  a  far  more  pleafant  tafte. 

Medlars,  a  kind  of  very  good  fruit :  fo  called  by  us  chiefly  for  thefe  refpefts :  firfi: 
In  that  they  are  not  good  until  they  be  rotten,  then  in  that  day  they  open  at  the  head 
as  our  medlars,  and  are  about  the  fame  bignefs  :  otherwife  in  tafte  and  colour  they  are 
far  different ;  for  they  are  as  red  as  cherries  and  very  fweet ;  but  whereas  the  cherry  is 
fliarp  fweet,  they  are  lufcious  fweet, 

Mutaquefunnawk,  a  kind  of  pleafant  fruit,  almoft  of  the  fliape  and  bignefs  of  Englifh 
pears,  but  that  they  are  of  a  perfed  red  colour  as  well  within  as  without.  They  grow 
on  a  plant  whofe  leaves  are  very  thick,  and  full  of  prickles  as  fharp  as  needles.  Some 
that  have  been  in  the  Indies,  where  they  have  feen  that  kind  of  red  dye  of  great  price, 
which  is  called  cochinil,  to  grow,  do  defcribe  its  plant  right  like  unto  this  mutaquefun- 
nauk :  but  whether  it  be  the  true  cochinil,  or  a  baftard  or  wild  kind,  it  cannot  yet  be 
certified,  feeing  that  alfo,  as  I  heard,  cochinil  is  not  of  the  fruit,  but  found  on  the 
leaves  of  the  plant :  which  leaves  for  fuch  matter  we  have  not  fo  fpecially  obferved. 

Grapes  there  are  of  two  forts,  which  I  mentioned  in  the  merchantable  commodities. 

Strawberries  there  are  as  good  and  as  great  as  thofe  which  we  have  in  our  Englifh 
gardens. 

Mulberries,  apple-crabs,  hurts  or  hurtleberries,  fuch  as  we  have  in  England. 

Sacquenummener,  a  kind  of  berries  almoft  like  unto  capers,  but  fomewhat  greater, 
which  grow  together  in  clufters  upon  a  plant  or  herb  that  is  found  in  ihallow  waters, 
being  boiled  eight  or  nine  hours,  according  to  their  kind,  are  very  good  meat  and 
wholefome,  otherwife  if  they  be  eaten  they  will  make  a  man  for  the  time  frantick  or 
extremely  fick. 

There  is  a  kind  of  reed,  which  beareth  a  feed  almoft  like  unto  our  rye  or  wheat, 
and  being  boiled  is  good  meat. 

In  our  travels  in  fome  places  we  found  wild  peafe,  like  unto  ours  in  England,  but 
that  they  were  lefs,  which  are  alfo  good  meat. 

Of 
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Of  a  kind  of  Fruit  or  Berry,  in  torm  of  Acorns. 

There  is  a  kind  of  berry  or  acorn,  of  which  there  are  five  forts  that  grow  on  feveral 
kinds  of  trees ;  the  one  is  called  fagatamener,  the  fecond  ofamener,  the  third  pummu- 
choner.  Thefe  kind  of  acorns  they  ufe  to  dry  upon  hurtlles  made  of  reeds,  with  fire 
underneath,  ahiioft  after  the  manner  as  we  dry  malt  in  England.  When  they  a^e  to 
be  ufed,  they  firll  water  them  until  they  be  foft,  and  then  being  fod,  they  make  a  good 
viftual,  either  to  eat  fo  limply,  or  elfe  being  alfo  pounded  to  make  loaves  or  lumps  of 
bread.  Thefe  be  alfo  the  three  kinds,  of  which  I  laid  before  the  hihabitants  ufed  to 
makefweet  oil. 

Another  fort  is  called  fapummener,  which  being  boiled  or  parched,  doth  eat  and 
talle  like  unto  cheflnuts.     They  fometimes  alfo  make  bread  of  this  fort. 

The  fifth  fort  is  called  mangummenauk,  and  is  the  acorn  of  their  kind  of  oak,  the 
which  being  dried  after  the  manner  of  the  firft  forts,  and  afterward  watered,  they  boil 
them,  and  their  fervants  or  fometimes  the  chiefs  themfclves,  either  for  variety  or  for 
want  of  bread,  do  eat  them  with  their  fifh  or  flefh. 


Of  Beasts. 

Deer.  In  fome  places  there  are  great  (lore  :  near  unto  the  fea-coaft,  they  are  of  the 
ordinary  bignefs  of  ours  in  England,  and  fome  lefs :  but  further  up  into  the  country, 
where  there  Is  better  food,  they  are  greater ;  they  differ  from  ours  only  in  this,  their 
tails  are  longer,  and  the  fnags  of  their  horns  look  backward. 

Conies.  Thofe  that  we  have  feen,  and  all  that  we  can  hear  of  are  of  a  grey  colour 
like  unto  hares  :  in  fome  places  there  are  fuch  plenty  that  all  the  people  of  fome  towns 
make  them  mantles  of  the  fur  or  flue  of  the  fkins  of  thofe  \\-hich  they  ufually  take. 

Saquenuckat  and  maquowoc,  two  kinds  of  fmall  beads  greater  than  conies,  which  are 
very  good  meat.  We  never  took  any  of  them  ourfelves,  but  fometime  eat  of  fuch 
as  the  inhabitants  had  taken  and  brought  unto  us. 

Squirrels  which  are  of  a  grey  colour  we  have  taken  and  eaten. 

Bears,  which  are  of  black  colour.  The  bears  of  this  country  are  good  meat.  The 
inhabitants  in  time  of  winter  do  ufe  to  take  and  eat  many  ;  fo  alfo  fometimes  did  we. 
They  are  taken  commonly  in  this  fort.  In  fome  iflands  or  places  where  they  itre,  being 
hunted  for,  as  foon  as  they  have  fpyal  of  a  nian,  they  prefently  run  away,  and  then 
being  chafed,  they  climb  and  get  up  the  next  tree  they  can,  from  whence  with  arrows 
they  are  Ihot  down  ftark  dead,  or  with  thofe  wounds  that  they  may  after  eafily  be  1  died. 
We  fonietime  (hot  them  down  with  our  calivers. 

I  have  the  names  of  28  feveral  forts  of  beafts,  which  I  have  heard  of  to  be  here  and 
there  difperfed  in  the  country,  efpecially  in  the  main  ;  of  which  there  are  only  1 2  kinds 
that  we  have  yet  difcovered,  and  of  thofe  that  be  good  meat,  we  know  only  them 
before  mentioned.  The  inhabitants  fometimes  kill  the  lion,  and  eat  him  ;  and  we  fome- 
time as  they  came  to  our  hands  ol  tiie  woolucs  or  vvolfifh  dogs,  which  I  have  not  fet 
down  for  good  meat,  left  that  fome  would  underftand  my  judgment  therein  to  be  more 
(imple  than  nctdeth,  although  I  could  allcdge  the  difference  in  talle  of  thofe  kinds 
irom  ours,  which  by  fome  of  our  company  have  been  experimented  in  both. 


Of 
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Of  Fowl. 


Turkey-cocks  and  turkey-hens,  flock-doves,  partridges,  cranes,  herons,  and  m 
winter  great  ftore  of  fwans  and  geefe.  Of  all  forts  of  fowl  I  have  the  names  in  the 
country  language  of  four-fcore  and  fix,  of  which  number,  befides  thofc  that  be  named, 
we  have  taken,  eaten,  and  have  the  piclures  as  they  were  there  drawn,  with  the  names 
of  the  inhabitants,  of  feveral  ftrange  fort  of  water-fowl  eight,  and  feventeen  kinds  more 
of  land-fowl;  although  we  have  feen,  and  eaten  of  many  more,  which  for  want  of 
leifure  there  for  the  purpofe,  could  not  be  piftured :  and  after  we  are  better  furniftied 
and  ftored  upon  further  difcovery  with  their  ftrange  beafts,  fifh,  trees,  plants  and 
herbs,  they  fhall  be  alfo  publiftied. 

There  are  alfo  parrots,  falcons,  and  marlin  hawks,  which  although  with  us  they  be 
not  ufed  for  meat,  yet  for  other  caufes  I  thought  good  to  mention. 

Of  Fish. 

For  four  months  of  the  year,  Februarj',  March,  April  and  May,  there  are  plenty 
of  fturgeons ;  and  alfo  in  the  fame  months  of  herrings  ;  fome  of  the  ordinary  bignefs 
of  ours  in  England,  but  the  moft  part  far  greater,  ofi8,  20  inches,  and  fome  two  feet 
in  length  and  better  ;  both  thefe  kinds  of  fifh  in  thofe  months  are  moft  plentiful,  and 
in  befl  feafon,  which  we  found  to  be  moft  delicate  and  pleafant  meat. 

There  are  alfo  trouts,  porpoifes,  rayes,  old-wives,  mullet,  plaice,  and  very  many 
other  forts  of  excellent  good  fifh,  which  we  have  taken  and  eaten,  whofe  names  I 
know  not,  but  in  the  country  language :  we  have  the  pictures  of  1 2  forts  more,  a» 
they  were  drawn  in  the  country  with  their  names. 

The  inhabitants  ufe  to  take  them  two  manner  of  ways :  the  one  is  by  a  kind  of  wear 
made  of  reeds,  which  in  that  country  are  very  ftrong  :  the  other  way  which  is  more 
ftrange,  is  with  poles  made  fharp  at  one  end,  by  fhooting  them  into  the  fiih,  after  the 
manner  as  Irifhmen  caft  darts,  either  as  they  are  rowing  in  their  boats,  or  elfe  as  they 
are  wading  in  the  fhallows  for  the  purpofe. 

There  are  alfo  in  many  places  plenty  of  thefe  kinds  which  follow. 

Sea-crabs,  fuch  as  we  have  in  England. 

Oyfters,  fome  very  great,  and  fome  fmall,  fome  round  and  fome  of  a  long  fhape : 
they  are  found  both  in  falt-water  and  brackifh,  and  thofe  that  we  had  out  of  falt-water 
are  far  better  than  the  other,  as  in  our  country. 

Alfo  mufcles,  fcallops,  perriwinkles,  and  crevifes. 

Seekanauk,  a  kind  of  crufty  fhell-fifh,  which  is  good  meat,  about  a  foot  in  breadth, 
having  a  crufty  tail,  many  legs  like  a  crab,  and  her  eyes  in  her  back.  They  are  found 
in  fhallows  of  waters,  and  fometime  on  the  fhore. 

There  are  many  tortoifes  both  of  land  and  fea  kind,  their  backs  and  bellies  are  Ihelled 
very  thick ;  their  head,  feet,  and  tail,  which  are  in  appearance,  feem  ugly,  as  though 
they  were  members  of  a  ferpent,  or  venomous  beafts ;  but  notwithftanding  they  are 
very  good  meat,  as  alfo  their  eggs.  Some  have  been  found  of  a  yard  in  breadth  and 
better. 

And  thus  have  I  made  relation  of  all  forts  of  victual  that  we  fed  upon  for  the  time 
We  were  in  Virginia,  as  alfo  the  inhabitants  themfelves ;  as  far  forth  as  I  know  and  can 
remember,  or  that  are  fpecially  worthy  to  be  remembered. 
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The  Third  and  lajl  Part ;  offuch  other  things  as  are  behoveful for  thofe  which  JJiall  pknf 
and  inhabit  to  know  of,  with  a  dcfcripiion  of  the  Nature  and  Manners  of  the  People  cf 
the  Country, 

Of  Commodities  for  Building  and  other  necessary  Uses. 

Thofe  other  things  which  I  am  now  to  make  rehearfal  of,  are  fuch  as  concern 
building,  and  other  mechanical  neceffary  ufes,  as  divers-  forts  of  trees  for  houfe  and 
fhip  timber,  and  other  ufes  elfe ;  alfo  lime,  ftone,  and  brick,  left  that  being  not 
mentioned,  fome  might  have  been  doubted  of,  or  by  fome  that  are  malicious  the  corr- 
trary  reported. 

Oaks  there  are  as  fair,  ftraight,  tall,  and  as  good  timber  as  any  can  be,  and  alfb 
great  flore,  and  in  fome  places  very  great. 

Walnut  trees  as  I  have  faid  before  very  many,  fome  have  been  feen  of  excellent  fair 
timber  of  four  and  five  fathoms,  and  above  four-fcore  feet  flraight  without  bough. 

Fir  trees  fit  for  mails  for  fhips,  fome  very  tall  and  great. 

Rakiock,  a  kind  of  trees  fo  called  that  arefweet  wood,  of  which  the  inhabitants  that, 
were  near  unto  us,  do  commonly  make  their  boats  or  canoes  of  the  form  of  troughs, 
only  with  the  help  of  fire,  hatchets  of  ftone  and  fhells :  we  have  known  fome  fo  great, 
being  made  in  that  fort  of  one  tree,  that  they  have  carried  well  20  men  at  once,  befides 
much  baggage ;  the  timber  being  great,  tall,  flraight,  foft,  light,  and  yet  tough 
enough  I  think  (befides  other  ufes)  to  be  fit  alfo  for  marts  of  fhips. 

Cedar,  a  fweet  wood,  good  for  cielings,  cherts,  boxes,  bed-rteads,  lutes,  virginals, 
and  many  things  elfe,  as  I  have  alfo  faid  before.  Some  of  our  company  which  have 
wandered  in  fome  places  where  I  have  not  been,  have  made  certain  affirmation  of 
cyprefs,  which  for  fuch  and  other  excellent  ufes,  is  alfo  a  wood  of  price  and  no  fmaH 
eftimation. 

Maple,  and  alfo  Wich-hazle,  whereof  the  inhabitants  ufe  to  make  their  bows. 

Holly,  a  neceffary  thing  for  the  making  of  bird-lime. 

Willows,  good  for  the  making  of  weares  to  take  fifli  after  the  Englifh  maimer, 
'  although  the  inhabitants   ufe  only  reeds,  which  becaufe   they  are  fo  rtrong  are  not 
flexible,  do  ferve  for  that  turn  very  well  and  fufficiently. 

Beech  and  afh,  good  for  cafk  hoops,  and  if  need  require,  plow  work,  as  alfo  foe 
many  things  elfe. 

Elm,  faflafras  trees. 

Afcopo,  a  kind  of  tree  very  like  unto  laurel,  the  bark  is  hot  in  tarte,  and  fpicy  ;  it  is 
very  like  to  that  tree  which  Monai'des  defcribeth  to  be  cnjfta  lignca  of  the  Well  Indies. 

There  are  many  other  flrange  trees  whofe  names  I  know  not  but  in  the  Virginian 
language,  of  which  I  am  not  now  able,  neither  is  fo  convenient  for  the  prefent  to 
trouble  you  with  particular  relation ;  feeing  that  for  timber  and  other  neceffary  ufes  I 
have  named  fufficient.  And  of  many  of  the  reft,  but  that  they  may  be  applied  to 
good  ufe,  I  know  no  caufe  to  doubt. 

Now  for  rtone,  brick,  and  lime,  thus  it  is.  Near  unto  the  fea-coart  where  we  dwelt, 
there  are  no  kind  of  rtones  to  be  found  (except  a  few  fmali  pebbles  about  four  miles  off) 
but  fuch  as  have  been  brought  from  further  out  of  the  main.  In  fome  of  our  voyages 
we  have  feen  divers  hard  raggy  rtones,  great  pebbles,  and  a  kind  of  grey  ftone  like  unto 
marble,  of  which  the  inhabitants  make  their  hatchets  to  cleave  wood.     Upon  enquiry 

we 
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Ve  heard  that  a  little  further  up  nito  the  country  were  of  all  forts  very  many,  although 
of  quarries  they  arc  ignorant,  neither  have  they  ufe  of  any  ftorc  whereupon  they 
fliould  have  occafion  to  feek  any.  For  if  every  houfchold  liave  one  or  two  to  crack 
nuts,  grind  fliells,  whet  copper,  and  fometimcs  other  ftones  for  hatchets,  they  have 
enough  ;  neither  ufe  they  any  digging,  but  only  for  graves  about  three  foot  deep  :  and 
therefore  no  marvel  that  they  know  neither  quarries,  nor  lime  Itoncs,  which  both  may 
be  in  places  nearer  than  they  wot  of. 

In  the  mean  time  until  there  be  difcovery  of  fufficient  flore  or  fome  place  or  other 
<;onvenient,  the  want  of  you,  which  are  and  Ihall  be  planters  therein,  may  be  as  well 
fupplied  by  brick ;  for  the  making  whereof  in  divers  places  of  the  country  there  is- 
clay,  both  excellent  good,  and  plenty,  and  alfo  by  lime  made  of  oyfler  fliells,  and  of 
otherS)  burnt,  after  manner  as  they  ufe  in  the  ifles  of  Thanet  and  Shcpy,  and  alfo  in 
divers  other  places  of  England  :  which  kind  of  lime  is  well  known  to  be  as  good  as 
any  other :  and  of  oyfcer  ftells  there  is  plenty  enough :  for  befides  divers  other 
particular  places  where  are  abimdance,  there  is  one  (hallow  found  along  the  coaft, 
where  for  the  fpace  of  many  miles  together  in  length,  and  two  or  three  miles  in 
breadth,  the  ground  is  nothmg  elfe,  being  but  half  a  foot  or  a  foot  under  water  for 
mofl  part. 

Thus  much  can  I  fay  further  more  of  ftones,  that  about  120  miles  from  our  fort,  near 
the  water  in  the  fide  of  a  hill,  was  found  by  a  gentleman  of  our  company,  a  great  vein 
of  hard  ragge  ftones,  which  I  thought  good  to  remember  unto  you. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Manners  of  the  People. 

It  refteth  I  fpeak  a  word  or  two  of  the  natural  inhabitants,  their  nature  and  manners ; 
leaving  large  difcourfe  thereof  until  time  more  convenient  hereafter  :  now  only  fo  far 
forth,  as  that  you  may  know,  how  that  they  in  refpedt  of  troubling  our  inhabiting  and 
planting,  are  not  to  be  feared,  but  that  they  fhall  have  caufe  both  to  fear  and  love  us, 
that  fhall  inhabit  with  them. 

They  are  a  people  cloathed  with  loofe  mantles  made  of  deer  fkins,  and  aprons  of  the 
fame  round  about  their  middles ;  all  elfe  naked,  of  fuch  a  difference  of  flatures  only  as 
we  in  England,  having  no  edge  tool  or  weapons  of  iron  or  fteel  to  offend  us  withall  j 
neither  know  they  how  to  make  any ;  thofe  weapons  that  they  have  are  only  bows, 
made  of  wich-hazel,  and  arrows  of  reeds,  fiat  edged  truncheons,  alfo  of  wood  about 
a  yard  long,  neither  have  they  any  thing  to  defend  themfelves  but  targets  made  of 
barks,  and  fome  armours  made  of  flicks  wickered  together  with  thread. 

Their  towns  are  but  fmall,  and  near  the  fea  coaft  but  few,  fome  containing  but  10 
or  12  houfes,  fome  20  ;  the  greateft  that  we  have  feen  hath  been  but  of  30  houfes: 
if  they  be  walled,  it  is  only  done  with  barks  of  trees  made  faft  to  the  flakes,  or  elfe  with 
poles  only,  fixed  upright  and  clofe  one  by  another. 

Their  houfes  are  made  of  fmall  poles,  made  faft  in  the  tops  in  round  form,  after  the 
manner  as  it  is  ufed  in  many  arbors  in  our  gardens  of  England,  in  moft  towns  covered 
with  barks  and  in  fome  with  aruficial  mats  made  of  long  ruflies,  from  the  tops  of  the 
houfes  down  to  the  ground.  The  length  of  them  is  commonly  double  to  the  breadth, 
in  fome  places  they  are  but  1 2  and  1 6  yards  long,  and  in  other  fome  we  have  feen  of  24. 

In  fome  places  of  the  country,  one  only  town  belongeth  to  the  government  of  a 
"Wiroans  or  chief  lord,  in  fome  other  two  or  three  ;  in  fome  fix,  eight,  and  more :  the 
greateft  Wiroans  that  yet  we  had  dealing  with,  had  but  1 8  towns  in  his  government, 
and  able  to  make  not  above  7  or  800  fighting  men  at  the  moft.     The  language  of  every 
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government  is  different  from  any  other,  and  the  further  they  are  diflant,  the  greater 
is  the  difference. 

Their  manner  of  wars  amongfl:  themfelves,  is  either  by  fudden  furprifing  one  another 
mofl  commonly  about  the  dawning  of  the  day,  or  moonlight,  or  elfe  by  ambufhes, 
or  fome  fubtle  devifes.  Set  battles  are  very  rare,  except  it  fall  out  where  there  are 
many  trees,  where  either  part  may  have  fome  hope  of  defence,  after  the  delivery  of 
every  arrow,  in  leaping  behind  fome  or  other. 

If  there  fall  out  any  wars  between  us  and  them  what  there  fight  is  likely  to  be,  we 
having  advantages  againil  them  fo  many  manner  of  ways,  as  by  difcipline,  or  ftrange 
weapons  and  devifes  elfe,  efpecially  ordnance  great  and  fmall,  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined  ;  by  the  experience  we  have  had  in  fome  places,  the  turning  up  of  their  heels 
againft  us  in  running  away,  was  their  befl  defence. 

In  refpect  of  us,  they  are  a  people  poor,  and  for  want  of  fkill  and  judgment  in  the 
knowledge  and  ufe  of  our  things,  do  efteem  our  trifles  before  things  of  greater  value  : 
notwithftanding  in  their  proper  manner  (confidering  the  want  of  fuch  means  as  we 
have),  they  feem  very  ingenious ;  for  though  they  have  no  fuch  tools,  nor  any  fuch 
crafts,  fciences  and  arts  as  we,  yet  in  thofe  things  they  do,  they  fhew  excellence  of  wit. 
And  by  how  much  they  upon  due  confideration  (hall  find  our  manner  of  knowledges 
and  crafts  to  exceed  theirs  in  perfeftion,  and  fpeed  for  doing  execution,  by  fo  much  the 
more  is  it  probable  that  they  Ihould  defire  our  friend  Ihip  and  love,  and  have  the 
greater  refpeft  for  pleafmg  and  obeying  us :  whereby  may  be  hoped,  if  means  of  good 
government  be  ufed,  that  they  may  in  Ihort  time  be  brought  to  civihty,  and  the  em- 
bracing of  true  religion. 

Some  religion  they  have  already,  which  although  it  be  far  from  the  truth,yet  being  as 
It  is,  there  is  hope  it  may  be  the  eafier  and  fooner  reformed. 

They  believe  that  there  are  many  gods,  which  they  call  Mantoac,  but  of  different 
forts  and  degrees,  one  only  chief  and  great  God,  which  hath  been  from  all  eternity. 
Who,  as  they  affirm,  when  he  purpofed  to  make  the  world,  made  firfl  other  gods  of  a 
principal  order,  to  be  as  means  and  inftruments  to  be  ufed  in  the  creation  and  govern- 
ment to  follow,  and  after  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  as  petty  gods,  and  the  inftruments 
of  the  other  order  more  principal.  Firft  (they  fay)  were  made  waters,  out  of  which 
by  the  gods  was  made  all  diverfity  of  creatures  that  are  vifible  or  invifible. 

For  mankind  they  fay  a  woman  was  firft  made,  which  by  the  working  of  one  of  the 
gods,  conceived  and  brought  forth  children  :  and  in  fuch  fort  they  fay  they  had  their 
beginning.  But  how  many  years  or  ages  have  paffed  fmce,  they  fay  they  can  make 
no  relation,  having  no  letters  nor  other  fuch  means  as  we  to  keep  records  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  times  paft,  but  only  tradition  from  father  to  fon. 

They  think  that  all  the  gods  are  of  human  ffiape,  and  therefore  they  reprefent  them 
by  images  in  the  form  of  men,  which  they  call  Kewafowok,  one  alone  is  called  Kewas, 
them  they  place  in  houfes  appropriate,  or  temples,  which  they  call  Machicomuck,  where 
they  worftiip,  pray,  fing,  and  make  many  times  offering  unto  them.  In  fome  Machi- 
comuck we  have  feen  but  one  Kewas,  in  fome  two,  and  in  fome  other  three.  The 
common  fort  think  them  to  be  alfo  gods. 

They  believe  alfo  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  that  after  this  life,  as  foon  as  the  foul  is 
departed  from  the  body,  according  to  the  works  it  hath  done,  it  is  either  carried  to 
heaven  the  habitacle  of  gods,  there  to  enjoy  perpetual  Hfe  and  happinefs,  or  elfe  to  a 
great  pit  or  hole,  which  they  think  to  be  in  the  fartheft  parts  of  their  part  of  the  world 
towards  the  fun-let,  there  to  burn  continually  :  the  place  they  call  Popogufl'o 

For 
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For  tlie  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  they  told  me  two  Rnrlcs  of  two  men  that  had 
been  lately  dead  and  revived  again :  the  one  happened  but  a  few  years  before  our 
coming  into  the  country,  of  a  wicked  man  which  having  been  dead  and  buried,  the 
next  day  the  earth  of  the  grave  been  fecn  to  move,  was  taken  up  ai'ain,  who  made 
declaration  where  his  foul  had  been,  that  is  to  fay,  very  near  entering  into  PopoguiTo 
had  not  one  of  the  Gods  faved  him,  and  gave  him  leave  to  return  again,  and  teach  his 
friends  what  they  fhould  do  to  avoid  that  terrible  place  of  torment. 

The  other  happened  in  the  fame  year  we  were  there,  but  in  a  town  that  was  Co  miles 
from  us,  and  it  was  told  me  for  ftrange  news,  that  one  being  dead,  buried,  and  taken 
up  again  as  the  firft,  fhewed  that  although  his  body  had  lain  dead  in  the  grave,  yet 
his  foul  was  alive,  and  had  travelled  far  in  a  long  broad  way,  on  both  fides  whereof 
grew  mofl;  delicate  and  pleafant  trees,  bearing  more  rare  and  excellent  fruits,  than  ever 
he  had  feen  before,  or  was  able  to  exprefs,  and  at  length  came  to  moit  brave  and  fair 
houfes,  near  wliich  he  met  his  father  that  had  been  dead  before,  who  gave  him  great 
charge  to  go  back  again,  and  fhew  his  friends  what  good  they  were  to  do  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  that  plsce,  which  when  he  had  done  he  fhould  after  come  again. 
'  What  fubtlety  focver  be  in  the  Wiroans  and  priefts,  this  opinion  worketh  fo  much  in 
many  of  the  common  and  fimple  fort  of  people,  that  it  maketh  them  have  great  refpecl 
to  their  governors,  and  alfo  great  care  what  they  do,  to  avoid  torment  after  death,  and 
to  enjoy  blifs,  although  notwithllanduig  there  is  punifliment  ordained  for  malefacliors, 
as  dealers,  whoremongers,  and  other  forts  of  wicked  doers,  fome  puniflied  with  death, 
fome  with  forfeitures,  fome  with  beating,  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  facts. 

And  this  is  the  fum  of  their  religion,  which  I  learned  by  having  fpecial  familiarity  with 
fome  of  their  priefts  ;  wherein  they  were  not  fo  fure  grounded,  nor  gave  fuch  credit  to 
their  traditions  and  (lories,  but  through  converfing  with  us  they  were  brought  into  great 
doubt  of  their  own,  and  no  fmall  admiration  of  ours,  with  earneft  defire  in  many  to  learn 
more  than  we  had  means  for  want  of  perfeft  utterance  in  their  language,  to  exprefs. 

Mofl  things  they  faw  with  us,  as  mathematical  inftruments,  fea  compaffes,  the  virtues 
of  the  load  ftone  in  drawing  iron,  a  perfpeclive  glafs  whereby  was  fhewed  many  flrange 
fights,  burning  glafles,  wild  fire  works,  guns,  books^  writing  and  reading,  fpring 
clocks,  that  feemed  to  go  of  themfelves,  and  many  other  things  that  we  had,  were  fo 
flrange  unto  them,  and  fo  far  exceeded  their  capacides  to  comprehend  the  reafon  and 
means  both  how  they  fhould  be  made  and  done,  that  they  thought  they  were  rather  the 
works  of  gods  than  of  men,  or  at  the  leaflwife,  they  had  been  given  and  taught  us  of 
the  gods  ;  which  made  many  of  them  to  have  fuch  opinion  of  us,  that  if  they  knew  not 
the  truth  of  God  and  religion  already,  it  was  rather  to  be  had  from  us,  whom  God  fo 
fpecially  loved,  than  from  a  people  that  were  fo  fimple,  as  they  found  themfelves  to  he 
in  comparifon  of  us  :  whereupon  greater  credit  was  given  unto  that  we  fpake  of, 
concerning  fuch  matters. 

Many  times  and  in  every  town  where  I  came,  according  as  I  was  able,  I  made  decla- 
ration of  the  contents  of  the  Bible,  that  therein  was  fet  forth  the  true  and  only  God, 
and  his  mighty  works,  that  therein  was  contained  the  true  dotlrine  of  falvation 
through  Chriil,  with  many  particularities  of  miracles  and  chief  points  of  religion,  as  I 
was  able  then  to  utter  and  thought  fit  for  the  time.  And  although  I  told  them  the 
book  materially  and  of  itfelf  was  not  of  any  fuch  virtue,  as  I  thought  they  did  conceive, 
but  only  thedoftrine  therein  contained,  yet  would  many  be  glad  to  touch  it,  to  embrace 
it,  to  kifs  it,  to  hold  it  to  their  breafts  and  heads,  and  ftroke  over  all  their  body  with  it,  to 
fhew  their  hungry  defire  of  that  knowledge  which  was  fpoken  of. 

The 
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The  Wiroans  with  whom  we  dealt  called  Wingina,  and  many  of  his  people  would 
be  glad  many  times  to  be  with  us  at  our  prayers,  and  many  times  call  upon  us  both  in 
bis  own  town,  and  alfo  in  others  whither  he  fometimes  accompanied  us,  to  pray  and 
fms  pfalms,  hopmg  thereby  to  be  partaker  of  the  fame  effects  which  we  by  that  means 
alfo  expected. 

Twice  this  Wiroan  was  fo  grievoufly  fick  that  he  was  like  to  die,  and  as  he  lay 
languifhing,  doubting  of  any  help  by  his  own  prieits,  and  thinking  he  was  in  fuch 
danger  for  offending  us  and  thereby  our  God,  fent  for  fome  of  us  to  pray  and  be  a 
means  to  our  God  that  it  would  pleafe  him  either  that  he  might  live,  or  after 
death  dwell  with  him  in  blifs ;  fo  hkewife  were  the  requefls  of  many  others  in  the 
like  cafe. 

On  a  time  alfo  when  their  corn  began  to  [wither  by  reafon  of  a  drought  which  hap- 
perved  extraordinarily,  fearing  that  it  had  come  topafs  by  reafon  that  in  fome  thing  they 
had.  difpleafed  us,  many  would  come  to  us  and  defire  us  to  pray  to  our  God  of  England, 
that  he  would  preferve  their  corn,  promifmg  that  when  it  was  ripe  we  alfo  fliould  be 
partakers  of  the  fruit. 

There  could  at  no  time  happen  any  ftrange  ficknefs,  lofles,  hurts,  or  any  other  crofs 
unto  them,  but  that  they  would  impute  to  us  the  caufe  or  means  thereof,  for  offending 
or  not  pleafmg  us.  One  other  rare  and  ftrange  accident,  leaving  others,  will  I  mention 
before  I  end,  which  moved  the  whole  country  that  either  knew  or  heard  of  us,  to  have 
us  in  wonderful  admiration. 

There  was  no  town  where  we  had  any  fubtle  devife  praftifed  againfl  us,  we  leaving 
it  unpunifhed  or  not  revenged  (becaufe  we  fought  by  all  means  poffible  to  win  them  by 
gentlenefs)  but  than  within  a  few  days  after  our  departure  from  every  fuch  town,  the 
people  began  to  die  very  faft,  and  many  in  fhort  fpace,  in  fome  towns  about  20,  in 
iome  40,  and  in  fome  fix  fcore,  which  in  truth  was  ver)'  many  in  refpedl  of  their  num- 
bers. This  happened  in  no  place  that  we  could  learn,  but  where  we  had  been,  where 
they  ufed  fome  prattice  againft  us,  and  after  fuch  time. 

The  difeafe  was  alfo  fo  ftrange,  that  they  neither  knew  what  it  was,  nor  how  to 
cure  it,  the  like  by  report  of  the  oldeft  men  in  the  country  never  happened  before  time 
out  of  mind.  A  thing  fpecially  obferved  by  us,  as  alfo  by  the  natural  inhabitants 
themfelves  :  infomuch  that  when  fome  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  our  friends,  and 
efpecially  the  Wiroans,  Wingina,  had  obferved  fuch  effe(Sts  in  four  or  five  towns  to 
follow  their  wicked  practices,  they  were  perfuaded  that  it  was  the  work  of  our  God 
through  our  means,  and  that  we  by  him  might  kill  and  flay  whom  we  would  without 
weapons,  and  not  come  near  them.  And  thereupon  when  it  had  happened  that  they 
had  underflanding  that  any  of  their  enemies  had  abufed  us  in  our  journies  ;  hearing 
that  we  had  wrought  no  revenge  with  our  weapons,  and  fearing  upon  fome  caufe  the 
matter  fhould  fo  reft  ;  did  come  and  entreat  us  that  we  would  be  a  means  to  our 
God,  that  they,  as  others  that  had  dealt  ill  with  us,  might  in  like  fort  die,  alledging 
how  much  it  would  be  for  our  credit  and  profit,  as  alfo  theirs,  and  hoping  furthermore 
that  we  would  do  fo  much  at  their  requefts  in  refped  of  the  friendfhip  we  profefl'ed 
them. 

Whofe  entreaties  although  we  fhewed  that  they  were  ungodly,  affirming  that  our 
God  would  not  fubjeCt  himfelf  to  any  fuch  prayers  and  requefts  of  men  ;  that  indeed 
all  things  have  been,  and  were  to  be  done  according  to  his  good  pleafure  as  he  had 
ordained  ;  and  that  we  to  fhew  ourfelves  his  true  fervants  ought  rather  to  make  petition 
to  the  contrary,  that  they  with  them  might  live  together  with  us,  be  made  partakers  of 
•his  truth,  and  ferve  him  in  righteoufnefs,  but  notwithftanding  in  fuch  fort,  that  we 

^  refer 
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refer  that,  as  all  other  things,  to  be  done  according  to  his  divine  will  and  pleafure,  and 
as  by  his  wifdom  he  had  ordained  to  be  beft. 

Yet  becaufe  the  efleft  fell  out  fo  fuddenly  and  fhortly  after  according  to  their  dcfires, 
they  thought  neverthelefs  it  came  to  pafs  by  our  means,  and  that  we  in  ufmg  fuch 
fpeeches  unto  them,  did  but  dillemble  the  matter,  and  therefore  came  unto  us  to  give 
us  thanks  in  their  manner,  that  although  we  fatisfied  them  not  in  promife,  yet  in  deeds 
and  effeO.  we  had  fulfilled  their  dcfires. 

This  miraculous  accident,  in  all  the  country  wrought  fo  ftrange  opinions  of  us,  that 
feme  people  could  not  tell  whether  to  think  us  gods  or  men,  and  ilie  rather  becaufe 
that  all  the  fpace  of  their  ficknefs,  there  was  no  man  of  ours  was  known  to  die,  or  that 
was  I'pecially  fick  :  they  noted  alio  that  we  had  no  women  amongft  us,  neither  that  we 
did  care  for  any  of  theirs. 

Some  therefore  were  of  opinion,  that  we  were  not  born  of  women,  and  therefore 
not  mortal,  but  that  we  were  men  of  an  old  generation  many  years  paft,  then  rifen  again 
to  immortality. 

Some  would  likewife  feem  to  prophecy,  that  there  were  more  of  our  generation  yet 
to  come  to  kill  theirs  and  take  their  places,  as  fome  thought  the  purpofe  was,  by  that 
which  was  already  done.  Thole  that  were  immediately  to  come  after  us  they  imagined 
to  be  in  the  air,  yet  invifible  and  without  bodies,  and  that  they  by  our  entreaty  and  for 
the  love  of  us,  did  make  the  people  to  die  in  that  fort  as  they  did,  by  fhooting  invifible 
bullets  into  them. 

To  confirm  this  opinion,  their  phyficians  (to  excufe  their  ignorance  in  curing  the 
difoafe)  would  not  be  alhamed  to  fay,  but  earneftly  make  the  people  believe,  that  the 
ihings  of  blood  that  they  fucked  out  of  the  Cck  bodies,  were  the  ftrlngs  wherewithal! 
the  invifible  balls  were  tied  and  caft.  Some  alio  thought  that  we  fliot  them  ourfelves  out 
of  our  pieces,  from  the  place  where  we  dwelt,  and  killed  the  people  in  any  town  that 
had  offended  us,  as  we  lifted,  how  fiir  diftant  from  us  foever  it  were.  And  other  fome 
faid  that  it  was  the  fpecial  work  of  God  for  our  fakes,  as  we  ourfelves  have  caufe  in 
fome  fort  to  think  no  lefs,  whatfoever  fome  do  or  may  imagine  to  the  contrary,  fpecially 
fome  aflrologers,  knowing  of  the  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  which  we  faw  the  fame  year  before 
in  our  voyage  thitherward,  which  unto  them  appeared  very  terrible.  And  alfo  of  a 
comet  which  began  to  appear  but  a  few  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  laid  ficknefs. 
But  to  exclude  them  from  being  the  fpecial  caufcs  of  fo  fpecial  an  accident,  there  are 
further  reafous  than  I  think  fit  at  this  prefent  to  be  alledged.  Thefe  their  opimons  I 
have  fet  down  the  more  at  large,  that  it  may  appear  unto  you  that  there  is  good  hope 
they  may  be  brought  through  difcreet  dealing  and  government  to  them  embracing  of 
the  truth,  and  conlequently  to  honour,  obey,  fear  and  love  us. 

And  although  fome  of  our  company  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  fliewed  thcmfelves 
too  fierce  in  Haying  fome  of  the  people  in  fome  towns,  upon  caufcs  that  oa  our  part 
might  eafily  enough  have  been  borne  withall  ;  yet  notwithftanding,  becaufe  on  theiu 
parts  it  was  juilly  defervecl,  the  alteration  of  their  opinions  generally  and  for  the  mo(\: 
part  concerning  us  is  the  lefs  to  be  doubted.  And  whatfoever  elfe  they  may  be,  by 
carefulnefs  of  ourfelves  need  nothing  at  all  to  be  feared. 

The  befl:  neverthelefs  in  this,  as  in  all  adions  befides,  is  to  be  endeavoured  and 
hoped,  and  of  the  worft  they  may  happen  notice  to  be  taken  with  cunfideraiion,  and 
as  much  as  may  be  efchewed. 

Now  I  have  (as  I  hope)  m-.de  relation  not  of  fo  few  and  fmall  things,  but  that  the 
country  (of  men  that  are  indifferent  and  well  dlfpofed)  may  be  fulficientiy  liked:  if 
there  were  no  more  biown  than  1  have  mentioned,  which  doubtlefs  and  in  great  real'on. 
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is  nothing  to  that  which  remaineth  to  be  difcovered,  neither  the  foil  nor  commodities. 
As  we  have  reafon  fo  to  gather  by  the  difference  we  found  in  our  travels,  for  although 
all  which  I  have  fpoken  of,  have  been  difcovered  and  experimented  not  far  from  the  fea 
coaft,  where  was  our  abode,  and  moft  of  our  travelling  ;  yet  fometimes  as  we  made  our 
journies  farther  into  the  main  and  country,  we  found  the  foil  to  be  fatter,  the  trees  to  be 
greater  and  to  grow  thinner,  the  ground  more  firm  and  deeper  mould,  more  and  larger 
champions,  finer  grafs,  and  as  good  as  ever  we  faw  any  in  England  :  in  fome  places 
rocky,  and  far  more  high  and  hilly  gi'ound,  more  plenty  of  their  fruits,  more  abund- 
ance of  beafls,  the  more  inhabited  with  people,  and  of  greater  policy  and  larger 
dominions,  with  greater  towns  and  houfes. 

Why  may  we  not  then  look  up  for  in  good  hope  from  the  inner  parts  of  more  and 
greater  plenty,  as  well  of  other  things,  as  of  thofe  which  we  have  already  difcovered  : 
unto  the  Spaniartls  happened  the  like  in  difcovering  the  main  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
main  alfo  of  this  country  of  Virginia,  extending  fome  ways  fo  many  hundreds  of  leagues, 
as  otherv.'ife  than  by  the  relation  of  the  inhabitants  we  have  moft  certain  knowledge  of, 
where  yet  no  Chriftian  prince  hath  any  poffeflion  or  dealing,  cannot  but  yield  many- 
kinds  of  excellent  commodities,  which  we  in  our  difcovery  have  not  yet  feen. 

What  hope  there  is  elfe  to  be  gathered  of  the  nature  of  the  climate  ;  being  anfwer- 
able  to  the  illand  of  Japan,  the  land  of  China,  Perfia,  Jury,  the  iflands  of  Cyprus  and 
Candy,  the  fouth  parts  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  Spain,  and  of  many  other  notable  and 
famous  countries,  becaufe  I  mean  not  to  be  tedious,  I  leave  to  your  own  confideration. 

Whereby  alfo  the  excellent  temperature  of  the  air  there  at  all  feafons,  much 
warmer  than  in  England,  and  never  fo  vehemently  hot,  as  fometimes  is  under  and 
between  the  tropics,  or  near  them,  cannot  be  known  unto  you  without  further  relation. 

For  the  wholefomenefs  thereof  I  need  to  fay  but  thus  much  :  that  for  all  the  want  of 
provifion,  as  firft  of  Englifli  viftual,  excepting  for  20  days,  we  lived  only  by  drinking 
water,  and  of  the  viclual  of  the  country,  of  which  fome  forts  were  very  ftrange  unto  us, 
and  might  have  been  thought  to  have  altered  our  temperatures  in  fuch  fort,  as  to  have 
brought  us  into  fome  grievous  and  dangerous  difeafes  :  fecondly,  the  want  of  Englifli 
means  for  the  taking  of  beafts,  fifli,  and  fowl,  which  by  the  help  only  of  the  inha- 
bitants and  their  means,  could  not  be  fo  fuddenly  and  eafily  provided  for  us,  nor  in 
«Treat  number  and  quantities,  nor  of  that  choice  as  otherwife  might  have  been 
to  our  better  fatisfaction  and  contentment.  Some  want  alfo  we  had  of  cloathes. 
Furtheremore  in  all  our  travels,  which  were  moft  fpecially  and  often  in  the  time 
of  winter,  our  lodging  was  in  the  open  air  upon  the  ground.  And  yet,  I  fay  for 
all  this  there  were  but  four  of  our  whole  company  (being  108)  that  died  all  the  year, 
and  that  but  at  the  latter  end  thereof,  and  upon  none  of  the  aforefaid  caufes.  For  all 
four,  efpeciaily  three,  were  feeble,  weak  and  fickly  perfons  before  ever  they  came 
thither,  and  thofe  that  knew  them,  much  marvelled  that  they  lived  fo  long,  being  in 
that  cafe,  or  had  adventured  to  travel. 

Seeing  therefore  the  air  there  is  fo  temperate  and  wholefome,  the  foil  fo  fertile,  and 
yielding  fuch  commodities,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  the  voyage  alfo  thither  to  and 
fro  being  fufficiently  experimented  to  be  performed  twice  a  year  with  eafe,  and  at  any 
feafon  thereof,  and  the  dealing  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  fo  liberal,  in  large  giving  and 
granting  land  there,  as  is  already  known,  with  many  helps  and  furtherances  elfe  :  (the 
leaft  that  he  hath  granted  hath  been  500  acres  to  a  man  only  for  the  adventure  of  his 
perfon)  I  hope  there  remains  no  caufe  whereby  the  adion  fhould  be  mifliked. 

If  that  thofe  which  fhall  thither  travel  to  inhabit  and  plant,  be  but  reafonably  pro- 
vided for  the  firft  year,  as  thofe  are  which  were  tranfported  the  laft,  and  being  there,  do 
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\\te  but  that  diligence  and  care  that  is  rcquifitc,  and  as  they  may  with  eafe,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  for  the  time  following,  they  may  have  viduals  that  arc  excellent  pood  and 
plenty  enough,  fome  more  Englifli  forts  of  cattle  alfo  hereafter,  as  fome  have  been 
before,  and  are  there  yet  remaining  may,  and  fliall  be  (God  willing)  (hither  tranfported. 
So  likewife  our  kinds  of  fruits,  roots,  and  herbs,  may  be  there  planted  and  fowed,  as 
fome  have  been  already,  and  prove  well ;  and  in  fliort  time  alfo  they  may  raife  fo  much 
of  thofe  forts  of  commodities  which  I  have  fpoken  of,  as  fhall  both  enrich  themfelves, 
as  alfo  others  that  fliall  deal  with  them. 

And  this  is  all  the  fruit  of  our  labours,  that  I  have  thought  neceflary  to  advertife  you 
of  at  thisprefent  :  what  elfe  concernefh  the  nature  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Virginia,  the  number,  with  the  particularities  of  the  voyages  thither,  already  made,  and 
of  the  adions  of  fuch  as  have  been  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  therein  and  there  employed, 
many  worthy  to  be  remembered,  as  of  the  firft  difcoverers  of  the  country ;  of  our 
general  for  the  time.  Sir  Richard  Greenvill,  and  after  his  departure  of  our  governor 
there,  Mafter  Ralph  Lane,  with  divers  others  direfted  and  employed  under  their 
government :  of  the  captains  and  mafters  of  the  voyages  made  fince  for  tranfporta- 
tion,  of  the  governor  and  affiftants  of  thofe  already  tranfported,  as  of  many  perfons, 
accidents  and  things  elfe,  I  have  ready  in  a  difcourfe  by  itfelf  in  manner  of  a  chronicle, 
according  to  the  courfe  of  times,  which  when  time  fhall  be  thought  convenient,  fhall  be 
alfo  publiflied. 

Thus  referring  my  relation  to  your  favourable  conftruflions,  expefting  good  fuccefs 
of  the  aftion,  from  him  which  is  to  be  acknowledged  the  author  and  governor,  not 
only  of  this,  but  of  all  things  elfe,  I  take  my  leave  of  you,  this  month  of 
February  1587. 

The  Fourth  Voyage  made  to  Virginia  with  Three  Ships,  in  the  Tear  1587,  wherein  was- 

tranfported  the  fecond  Colony. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1587,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  intending  to  perfevere  in  the  plant- 
ing of  his  country  of  Virginia,  prepared  a  new  colony  of  150  men  to  be  fent  thither, 
under  the  charge  of  John  White,  whom  he  appointed  governor,  and  alfo  appointed  unto 
him  l^velve  afliltants,  unto  whom  he  gave  a  charter,  and  incorporated  them  by  the  name 
of  governor  and  afTiftants  of  the  city  of  Ralegh  in  Virginia. 

April. 
Our  fleet  being  In  number  three  fail,  viz.  the  Admiral,  a  fliip  of  120  tons,  a  fly- 
boat,  and  a  pinnace,  departed  the  26th  of  April  fromPortfmouth,  and  the  fame  day  came 
to  an  anchor  at  the  Cowes  in  the  lile  of  Wight,  where  we  flayed  eight  days. 

May. 

The  5th  of  May,  at  nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  we  came  to  Plymouth,  where  we  re- 
mained file  fpace  of  two  days. 

The  8th  we  weighed  anchor  at  Plymouth,  and  departed  thence  for  Virginia. 

The  16th  Simon  Ferdinando,  mailer  of  our  Admiral,  lewdly  forfook  our  fly-boat, 
leaving  her  diftrefTed  in  the  bay  of  Portugal. 

June. 

The  19th  we  fell  with  Dominica,  and  the  fame  evening  we  failed  between  it  and  . 
Guardaloupe.    The  a  i  ft  the  fly-boat  alfo  fell  in  with  Dominica. 
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The  2 2d  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  an  ifland,  called  Santa  Cruz,  where  all  the 
planters  were  fet  on  land,  (laying  there  till  the  25th  of  the  fame  month.  At  our  lirfl 
landing  on  this  ifland,  fome  of  our  women  and  men,  by  eating  a  fmall  fruit  like  green 
apples,  were  fearfully  troubled  with  a  fudden  burning  in  their  mouths,  and  fwelling  of 
their  tongues  fo  big,  that  fome  of  them  could  not  fpeak.  Alfo  a  child  by  fucking  one  of 
thofe  women's  breaits,  had  at  that  inflant  his  mouth  fet  on  fuch  a  burning,  that  it  was 
ftrange  to  fee  how  the  infant  was  tormented  for  the  time  :  but  after  twenty-four  hours 
it  wore  away  of  itfelf. 

Alfo  the  firfl:  night  of  our  being  on  this  ifland,  we  took  five  great  tortoifes,  fome  of 
them  of  fuch  bignels,  that  fixteen  of  our  ftrongeft  men  were  tired  with  carrying  but 
one  of  them,  from  the  fea-fide  to  our  cabins.  In  this  ifland  we  found  no  watering- 
place,  but  a  Handing  pond,  the  water  whereof  was  fo  evil,  that  many  of  our  company 
fell  fick  with  drinking  thereof  j  and  as  many  as  did  but  wafli  their  faces  with  the 
water,  in  tlie  morning  before  the  fun  had  drawn  away  the  corruption,  their  faces  did 
fo  burn  and  fwell,  that  their  eyes  were  fliut  up,  and  could  not  fee  in  five  or  fix  days 
or  longer. 

The  fecond  day  of  our  abode  there,  we  fent  forth  fome  of  our  men  to  fearch  the 
ifland  for  frefli  water,  three  one  way  and  two  another  way.  The  governor  alfo 
with  fix  others,  went  up  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  to  view  the  ifland,  but  could  per- 
ceive no  fign  of  any  men  or  beafts,  nor  any  goodnefs,  but  parrots,  and  trees  oi  gidacum. 
Returning  back  to  our  cabins  another  way,  we  found  in  the  defcent  of  a  hill,  certain 
potflierds  of  favage  making,  made  of  the  earth  of  that  ifland  :  whereupon  it  was  judged, 
that  this  ifland  was  inhabited  with  favages,  though  Ferdinando  had  told  us  for  certain 
the  contrary.  The  fame  day  at  night,  the  reft  of  our  company  very  late  returned  to 
the  governor.  The  one  company  affirmed,  that  they  had  feen  in  a  valley  eleven  favages, 
and  divers  houfes  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  fteep,  or  top  of  the  hill  where  they  ftayed. 
The  other  company  had  found,  running  out  of  a  high  rock,  a  very  fair  fpring  of  water, 
whereof  they  brought  three  bottles  to  the  company :  for  before  that  time,  we  drank, 
the  ftinking  water  of  the  pond. 

The  fame  fecond  day  at  night,  Captain  Stafford  with  the  pinnace  departed  from  our 
fleet,  riding  at  Santa  Cruz,  to  an  ifland,  called  Beake,  being  near  St.  John's,  being  fo 
direded  by  Ferdinando,  who  affured  him  he  fhould  there  find  great  plenty  of  flieep. 
The  next  day  at  night,  our  planters  left  Santa  Cruz,  and  came  all  aboard,  and  the 
next  morning  after,  being  the  25th  June,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  departed  from 
Santa  Cruz. 

The  27th  we  came  to  anchor  at  Cottea,  where  we  found,  the  pinnace  riding  at 
our  coming. 

The  a  8th  we  weighed  anchor  at  Cottea,  and  prefently  came  to  anchor  at  St.  John's 
in  Mufliitos  Bay,  where  we  fpent  three  days  unprofitably  in  taffing  in  frefli  water, 
fpending  in  the  mean  time  more  here  than  the  quantity  of  the  water  came  unto. 

July. 
The  firft  day  we  weighed  anchor  at  Mufliitos  Bay,  where  we  left  behind  two  Irifli- 
men,  of  our  company,  Darby  Glaven,  and  Dennis  Carroll,  being  along  the  coaft  of  St. 
John's  till  evening,  at  which  time  we  fell  with  Roffe  Bay.  At  this  place  Ferdinando 
had  promifed  we  fliould  take  in  fait,  and  had  caufed  us  before,  to  make  and  provide 
as  many  facks  for  that  purpofe,  as  we  could.  The  governor  alfo,  for  that  he  underltood 
there  was  a  town  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  not  far  from  the  fait  hills,  appointed  thirty 
{hot,  ten  pikes,  and  ten  targets  to  man  the  pinnace,  and  to  go  a-land  for  fait.  Ferdi- 
nando perceiving  them  in  a  readineis  lent  to  the  governor,  ufing  great  pcrfuafions  with 
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him  not  to  take  in  fait  there,  faying  that  he  knew  not  well  whether  the  fame  were  the 
place  or  not :  alfo  that  if  the  pinnace  went  into  the  bay,  flie  could  not  without  great 
danger  come  back,  till  the  next  day  at  night,  and  that  if  in  the  mean  time  any  florm 
fliould  arife,  the  Admiral  were  in  danger  to  be  cafl;  away.  Whilfl  he  was  thus  perfuad- 
ing,  hecaufed  the  lead  to  be  cafl,  and  having  carefully  brought  the  fliip  in  three  fathom 
and  a  half  water,  he  fuddenly  began  to  fwcar,  and  tear  God  in  pieces,  diifembling  great 
danger,  crying  to  him  at  the  helm,  bear  up  hard,  bear  up  hard  ;  fo  we  went  off,  and  were 
difappointed  of  our  fait  by  his  means. 

The  next  day  failing  along  the  weft  end  of  St.  John,  the  governor  determined  to  go 
a-land  in  St.  German's  Bay,  to  gather  young  plants  of  oranges,  pines,  manieas,  and  plan- 
tanos,  to  fet  at  Virginia,  which  we  knew  might  eafily  be  had,  for  that  they  grow  near 
the  fliore,  and  the  places  where  they  grew  well  known  to  the  governor,  and  fome  of 
the  planters  ;  but  our  Simon  denied  it,  frying,  he  would  come  to  an  anchor  at  Hifpa- 
niola,and  there  land  the  governor,  and  fome  of  the  afliftants,  with  the  pinnace,  to  fee  if  he 
could  fpeak  with  his  friend  Alanfon,  of  whom  he  hoped  to  be  furnifhed  both  of  cattle, 
and  all  fuch  things  as  we  could  have  taken  at  St.  John  :  but  he  meant  nothing  lefs,  as  it 
plainly  did  appear  to  us  afterwards. 

The  next  day  being  the  3d  of  July  we  faw  Hifpaniola,  and  bare  with  the  coaft  all 
that  day,  looking  ftill  when  the  pinnace  fliould  be  prepared  to  go  for  the  place  where 
Ferdinando's  friend  Alanfon  was  ;  but  that  day  pafled,  and  we  faw  no  preparation  for 
landing  in  Hifpaniola. 

The  4th  July  failing  along  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  until  the  next  day  at  noon,  and 
no  preparation  yet  feen  for  the  ftaying  there,  we  having  knowledge  that  we  were  paft 
the  place  where  Alanfon  dwelt,  and  were  come  with  Ifabella  ;  hereupon  Ferdinando  was 
afked  by  the  governor,  whether  he  meant  to  fpeak  with  Alanfon,  for  taking  in  of  cattle, 
and  other  things,  according  to  his  promife,  or  not ;  but  he  anfwered  that  he  was  now 
paft  the  place,  and  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  told  him,  the  French  ambaflador  certified 
him,  that  the  King  of  Spain  had  fent  oft' Alanfon  into  Spain  :  wherefore  he  thought  him 
dead,  and  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  touch  there  in  any  place  at  this  voyage. 

The  next  day  we  loft  fight  of  Hifpaniola,  and  hauled  off"  for  Virginia,  about  four  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  6th  of  July  we  came  to  the  ifland  Caycos,  wherein  Ferdinando  faid,  were  two 
fait  ponds,  afl'uring  us  if  they  were  dry,  we  might  get  fait  to  fliift  with,  until  the  next 
fupply,  but  it  proved  as  true  as  finding  of  flieep  at  Beake.  In  this  ifland,  whilft  Fer- 
dinando  folaced  himfelf  afliore,  with  one  of  the  company  in  part  of  the  ifland,  others 
fpent  the  latter  part  of  that  day  in  other  parts  of  the  ifland  ;  fome  to  feek  the  fait  ponds, 
fome  fowling,  fome  hunting  fwans,  whereof  we  caught  many.  The  next  day  early  in 
the  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  leaving  Caycos,  with  good  hope,  that  the  firft  land 
that  we  faw  next  fliould  be  Virginia. 

About  the  i6th  of  July  we  fell  with  the  main  of  Virginia,  which  Simon  Ferdinando 
took  to  be  the  ifland  Croatoan,  where  we  came  to  anchor,  and  rode  there  two  or  three 
days,  but  finding  himfelf  deceived,  he  weighed  and  bare  along  the  coaft,  where  in  the 
night,  had  not  Captain  Staflbrd  been  more  careful  in  looking  out  tlian  our  Simon  Fer- 
dinando, we  had  been  all  caft  away  upon  the  beach,  called  the  Cape  of  Fear,  for  we 
were  come  within  two  cables  length  upon  it ;  fuch  was  the  carelelfnels  and  ignorance 
of  our  niafter. 

The  22d  of  July  we  arrived  fafe  at  Hatoraflc,  where  our  fliip  and  pinnace  anchored. 
The  governor  went  aboard  the  pinnace,  accompanied  with  forty  of  his  beft  men,  in- 
tending to  pafs  up  to  Roanoak  forthwith,  hoping  there  to  find  thofe  fifteen  Engliflimen, 
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•which  Sir  Richard  Greenville  had  left  there  the  year  before,  with  whom  he  meant  to 
have  conference  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  country  and  favages,  meaning  after  he  had 
fo  done,  to  return  again  to  the  fleet,  and  pafs  along  the  coait,  to  the  bay  of  Chefpiok, 
where  we  intended  to  make  our  feat  and  fort,  according  to  the  charge  given  us  among 
other  directions  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  :  but  as  foon  as  we 
were  put  with  our  pinnace  from  the  Ihip,  a  gentleman  by  the  means  of  Ferdinando,  who 
was  appointed  to  return  for  England,  called  to  the  failors  in  the  pinnace,  charging  theni 
not  to  bring  any  of  the  planters  back  again,  but  to  leave  them  in  the  ifland,  except  the 
governor,  and  two  or  three  fuch  as  he  approved,  faying  that  the  fummer  was  far  fpent, 
wherefore  he  would  land  all  the  planters  in  no  other  place.  Unto  this  were  all  the 
failors  both  in  the  pinnace  and  the  fhip,  perfuaded  by  the  mailer,  wherefore  it  booted 
not  the  governor  to  contend  with  them,  but  pafl'ed  to  Roanoak,  and  the  fame  night  at 
fun-fet  went  a-land  on  the  ifland,  in  the  place  where  our  fifteen  men  were  left,  but  we 
found  none  of  them  nor  anyfign  that  they  had  been  there:  faving  only  we  found  the 
bones  of  one  of  thofe  fifteen,  which  the  favages  had  flain  long  before. 

The  23d  of  July  the  governor,  with  divers  of  his  company  walked  to  the  north  end 
of  the  ifland,  where  Mafler  Ralph  Lane  had  his  fort,  with  fundry  necellary  and  decent 
dwelling  houfes,  made  by  his  men  about  it  the  year  before,  where  we  hoped  to  find 
fome  figns,  or  certain  knowledge  of  our  fifteen  men.  When  we  came  thither  we  found 
the  fort  razed  down,  but  all  the  houfes  Handing  unhurt,  faving  that  the  nether  rooms 
of  them,  and  of  the  fort,  were  overgrown  with  melons  of  divers  forts,  and  deer  within 
them  feeding  on  thofe  melons,  fo  we  returned  with  our  company,  without  hope  of  ever 
feeing  any  of  the  fifteen  men  living. 

The  fame  day,  order  was  given  that  every  man  fhould  be  employed  for  the  repairing 
of  thofe  houfes,  which  were  found  Handing,  and  alfo  to  make  other  new  cottages,  foE 
fuch  as  /hould  need. 

The  25th  our  fly-boat  and  the  reft  of  our  planters  arrived  all  fafe  at  Hatorafk,  to  the 
great  joy  and  comfort  of  the  whole  company.  But  the  mafter  of  our  Admiral,  Ferdi- 
nando, grieved  greatly  at  their  fafe  coming,  for  he  purpofely  left  them  in  the  Bay  of- 
Portugal,  and  ftole  away  from  them  in  the  night,  hoping  that  the  mafter  thereof,  whofe 
name  was  Edward  Spicer,  for  that  he  had  never  been  in  Virginia,  would  hardly  find  the 
place,  or  elfe  from  being  left  in  fo  dangerous  a  place  as  that  was,  by  means  of  fo  many 
men  of  war,  as  at  that  time  were  abroad,  they  ftiould  furely  be  taken  or  flain :  but 
God  difappointed  his  wicked  pretences. 

The  28th,  George  Howe,  one  of  our  twelve  afTiftants,  was  flain  by  divers  of  the  fa- 
vages, which  were  come  over  to  Roanoak,  either  of  purpofe  to  efpy  our  company,  and 
what  number  we  were,  or  elfe  to  hunt  deer,  whereof  many  were  in  the  ifland,  The 
favages  being  fecretly  hidden  among  high  trees,  where  oiten-times  they  find  the  deer 
afleep,  and  fo  kill  them,  efpied  our  man,  wading  in  the  water  alone,  almoft  naked,  with- 
out any  weapon,  faveonly  a  fmall  forked  ftick,  catching  crabs  therewithal,  and  alfo  be- 
ing ftrayed  two  miles  from  his  company,  and  fliot  at  him  in  the  water,  where  they  gave 
him  fixteen  wounds  with  their  arrows,  and  after  they  had  flain  him  with  their  woodea 
fwords,  the  beat  his  head  in  pieces,  and  fled  over  the  water  to  the  main. 

On  the  30th  July,  Mafter  Staftbrd  and  twenty  of  our  men  pafl'ed  by  water  to  the 
ifland  of  Croatoan  with  Manteo,  who  had  his  mother,  and  many  of  his  kindred  dwelling 
in  that  ifland,  of  whom  we  hoped  to  underftand  fome  news  of  our  fifteen  men,  but 
efpccially  to  learn  the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  the  country  towards  us,  and  to  renew 
our  old  friendfliip  with  them.  At  our  firft  landing  they  feenied  as  though  they  would 
fight  with  us,  but  -perceiving  us  begin  to  march  with  our  fliot  towards  them,  they 
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turned  their  backs  and  fled.  Then  Mantco  their  countryman  called  to  them  in  their 
own  language,  whom,  as  foon  as  they  heard,  they  returned,  and  threw  away  their  bows 
ant!  arrows,  and  ionic  of  them  came  unto  us,  embracing  and  entertaining  us  friendly, 
defjring  us  not  to  gather,  or  fpill  any  of  their  corn,  for  that  they  had  hut  little.  We 
anfwercd  them  that  neither  their  corn  nor  any  other  thing  of  theirs,  (houici  be  dimi- 
niflied  by  any  of  us,  and  that  our  coming  was  only  to  renew  the  old  love,  that  was  be- 
tween us  and  them  at  the  firft,  and  to  live  with  them  as  brethren  and  friends  ;  which 
anfwer  feemed  to  pleafe  them  well,  wherefore  they  requeited  us  to  walk  up  to  their  town, 
who  there  fealled  us  after  their  manner,  and  defired  us  certainly,  that  there  might  be 
fome  token  or  badge  given  them  of  us,  whereby  we  might  know  them  to  be  our  friends 
when  we  met  them  any  where  out  of  the  town  or  iiland.  They  told  us  lurther,  that  for 
want  of  fome  fuch  badge,  divers  of  them  were  hurt  the  year  before,  being  found 
out  of  the  ifland  by  iVIailer  Lane's  company,  whereof  they  (hewed  us  one,  which  at 
that  very  inftant  lay  lame,  and  had  lain  of  that  hurt  ever  fmce  ;  but  they  faid  they 
knew  our  men  miitook  them,  and  hurt  them  inftead  of  Wingino's  men,  wherefore 
they  held  us  excufed. 

August. 

The  next  day  we  had  conference  further  with  them,  concerning  the  people  of 
Secotan,  Aquafcogoe,  and  Pomeiok,  willing  them  of  Croatoan  to  certify  the  people  of 
thofe  towns,  that  if  they  would  accept  our  friendfliip  we  would  willingly  receive  them 
again,  and  that  all  unfriendly  dealings  paft  on  both  parts,  fhould  be  utterly  forgiven 
and  forgotten.  To  this  the  chief  men  of  Croatoan  anfwered,  that  they  would  gladly 
do  the  befl  they  could,  and  within  feven  days  bring  the  Wiroances  and  chief  governors 
of  thofe  towns  with  them,  to  our  governor  at  Roanoak,  or  their  anfwer.  'We  alio  un- 
derftood  of  the  men  at  Croatoan  that  our  man  Mafter  Howe  was  ilain  by  the  remnant 
of  Wingino's  men,  dwelling  then  at  Dafamonguepeuk,  with  whom  Wanchefe  kept 
company  ;  and  alfo  we  underftood  by  them  of  Croatoan,  how  that  the  fifteen  Englifh- 
men  left  at  Roanoak  the  year  before,  by  Sir  Richard  Greenville,  were  fuddcnly  fet 
upon  by  thirty  of  the  men  of  Secota,  Aquafcogoe,  and  Dafamonguepeuk,  in  manner 
following  : 

They  conveyed  themfelves  fecretly  behind  the  trees,  near  the  houfes  where  our 
men  carelefsly  lived,  and  having  perceived  that  of  thofe  fifteen  they  could  fee  but 
eleven  only,  and  two  of  thofe  favages  appeared  to  the  eleven  Engliilimen,  calling 
to  them  by  friendly  f7gns  that  but  two  of  their  chiefeft  men  fliould  come  unarmed 
to  fpeak  with  thofe  two  favages,  who  feemed  alfo  to  be  unarmed.  Wherefore  two  of 
the  chiefeft  of  our  Engliflimen  went  gladly  to  them :  but  whilft  one  of  thofe  favages 
traiteroully  embraced  one  of  our  men,  the  other  with  his  fword  of  wood,  which  he 
had  fecretly  hidden  under  his  mantle,  flruck  him  on  the  head  and  flew  him,  and  pre- 
fently  the  other  twenty-eight  favages  fhewed  themfelves :  the  other  Engliihman  per- 
ceiving this  fled  to  his  company,  whom  the  favages  purfued  with  their  bows  and 
arrows  fo  fafl,  that  the  Englifhmen  were  forced  to  take  the  houfe,  wherein  all  their 
viiSual  and  weapons  were  :  but  the  favages  forthwith  fet  the  fame  on  fire  ;  by  means 
whereof  our  men  were  forced  to  take  up  fuch  weapons  as  came  firft  to  hand,  and 
without  order  to  run  forth  among  the  favages,  with  whom  they  fkirmifhed  above  an 
hour.  In  this  fkirmilh  another  of  our  men  was  fliot  into  the  mouth  with  an  arrow, 
where  he  died,  and  alfo  one  of  the  favages  was  fhot  into  the  fide  by  one  of  our  men,  with 
a  wild-fire  arrow,  whereof  he  died  prefently.  The  place  where  they  fought  was 
of  great  advantage  to  the  favages,  by  means  of  the  thick  trees,  behind  which  the 
favages  through  their  nimblenels,  defended  themfelves,  and  fo  offended  our  men  with 
their  arrows,  that  our  v^en  being  fome  of  them  hurt,  retired  fighting  to  the  water  fide 
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where  their  boat  lay,  with  which  they  fled  towards  Hatoraflc.  By  that  time  they 
had  rowed  but  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  they  efpied  their  four  fellows  coming  from  a  creek 
thereby,  where  they  had  been  to  fetch  oyfters  :  thefe  four  they  received  into  their 
boat,  leaving  Roanoak,  and  landed  on  a  little  ifland  on  the  right  hand  of  our  entrance 
into  the  harbour  of  Hatorafk,  where  they  remained  a  while,  but  afterwards  departed, 
whither  as  yet  we  know  not. 

Having  now  fufficiently  difpatched  our  bufmel's  at  Croatoan,  the  fame  day  we  de- 
parted friendly,  taking  our  leave,  and  came  aboard  the  fleet  at  Hatorafk. 

The  8th  of  Auguft,  the  governor  having  long  expected  the  coming  of  the  Wiroances 
of  Pomeiok,  Aquafcogoe,  Secota  and  Dafamonquepeuk,  feeing  that  the  feven  days  were 
part,  within  which  they  promifed  to  come  in,  or  to  fend  their  anfwers  by  the  men  of 
Croatoan,  and  no  tidings  of  them  heard,  being  certainly  alfo  informed  by  thofe  men  of 
Croatoan,  that  the  remnant  of  Wingina's  men,  which  were  left  alive,  who  dwelt  at 
Dafamonquepeuk,  were  they  which  had  flain  George  Howe,  and  were  alfo  at  the 
driving  our  eleven  Englilhmen  from  Roanoak,  he  thought  to  defer  the  revenge  thereof 
no  longer.  Wherefore  the  fame  night  about  midnight,  he  pafl^ed  over  the  water, 
accompanied  with  Captain  Staflbrd  and  twenty-four  men,  whereof  Manteo  was  one, 
whom  we  took  with  us  to  be  our  guide  to  the  place  where  thofe  favages  dwelt,  where 
he  behaved  himfelt  towards  us  as  a  moft  faithful  Englifliman: 

The  next  day  being  the  9th  Augufl:,  in  the  morning  fo  early  that  it  was  yet  dark, 
we  landed  near  the  dwelling-place  of  our  enemies,  and  very  fecretly  conveyed  ourfelves 
through  the  woods  to  that  fide  where  we  had  their  houfes  between  us  and  the  water : 
and  having  efpied  their  fire,  and  fome  fetting  about  it,  we  prefently  fet  on  them  :  the 
miferable  fouls  herewith  amazed,  fled  into  a  place  of  thick  reeds,  growing  faft  by ; 
where  our  men  perceiving  them,  fhot  one  of  them  through  the  body  with  a  bullet,  and 
therewith  he  entered  the  reeds,  among  which  we  hoped  to  acquit  their  evil  doing 
towards  us,  but  we  were  deceived,  for  thofe  favages  were  our  friends,  and  were  come 
from  Croatoan  to  gather  the  corn  and  fruit  of  that  place,  becaufe  they  underftood  our 
enemies  were  fled  immediately  after  they  had  flain  George  Howe,  and  for  hafl:e,  had 
left  all  their  corn,  tobacco,  ,and  pompions  (landing  in  fuch  fort,  that  all  had  been 
devoured  of  the  birds  and  deer,  if  it  had  not  been  gathered  in  time;  but  they  had  like 
to  have  paid  dearly  for  it,  for  it  was  fo  dark,  that  they  being  naked,  and  their  men  and 
women  apparelled  all  fo  like  others  ;  we  knew  not  but  that  they  were  all  men,  and  that 
if  one  of  them  that  was  a  Wiroances  wife,  had  not  had  a  child  at*  her  back,  flie  had  been 
flain  infl:ead  of  a  man,  and  as  hap  was,  another  favage  knew  Mafter  Stafford,  and  ran 
to  him,  calling  him  by  his  name,  whereby  he  was  faved.  Finding  ourfelves  thus  dif- 
appointed  of  our  purpofe,  we  gathered  all  the  corn,  peafe,  pompions,  and  tobacco  that 
we  found  ripe,  leaving  the  refl:  unfpoiled,  and  took  Menatoan's  wife,  with  the  young 
child,  and  the  other  favages  with  us  over  tlie  water  to  Roanoak.  Although  the  mif- 
taking  of  thefe  favages,  fomewhat  grieved  Manteo,  yet  he  imputed  their  harm  to  their 
own  folly,  faying  to  them,  that  if  their  Wiroances  had  kept  their  promife  in  coming  to 
the  governor  at  the  day  appointed,  they  had  not  known  that  mifchance. 

The  1 3th  Augufl:,  our  favage  Manteo,  by  the  commandment  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
was  chriflcnetl  in  Roanoak,  and  called  lord  thereof  and  of  Dafamonquepeuk,  in  reward  of 
his  faithful  fervice. 

The  1 8th,  Elenor,  daughter  to  the  governor,  and  wife  to  Ananias  Dare,  one  of  the 
aflin;ants,  was  delivered  of  a  daughter  in  Roanoak,  and  the  fame  was  chriftencd  there 
the  Sunday  following,  and  becaufe  this  child  was  the  firlt  Chriitian  born  in  Virginia, 
Ihe  was  named  Virginia. 

By 
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By  this  time  our  fliips  had  unladen  tlie  goods  and  vittuals  of  the  planters,  and  began 
to  take  in  wood  and  frefh  water,  and  to  new  caulk  and  trim  them  for  England:  the 
planters  alfo  prepared  their  letters  and  tokens  to  fend  back  into  Eugland. 

Our  two  fliips  the  Lion,  and  the  fly-boat,  almofl  ready  to  depart,  the  21ft  of  Au- 
gufl:  there  aroi'e  fuch  a  tempefl  at  N.E.  that  our  Admiral,  then  riding  out  of  the  har- 
bour, was  forced  to  cut  his  cables  and  put  to  fea,  where  he  lay  beating  off  and  on  fix 
days  before  he  could  come  to  us  again,  fo  that  we  feared  he  had  been  cafl:  away,  and 
the  rather  for  at  that  time  that  the  fl;orm  took  them,  the  mofl:  and  befl:  of  their  failors 
were  left  a-Iand. 

At  this  time  fome  controverfies  arofe  between  the  governor  and  afllfliants,  about 
choofmg  two  out  of  the  twelve  afliftants,  who  fliould  go  back  as  fadors  for  the  com- 
pany into  England  :  for  every  one  of  them  refufed,  fave  only  one,  which  all  other 
thought  not  fufHcient ;  but  at  length  by  much  perfuading  of  the  governor,  Chrin;opher 
Cooper  agreed  to  go  for  England  :  but  the  next  day  through  the  perfuafion  of  divers 
of  his  familiar  friends,  he  changed  his  mind ;  fo  that  now  the  matter  flood  as  at 
t^e  firft. 

The  next  day,  2 2d  Augufl:,  the  whole  company  both  of  the  afliftants  and  planters 
came  to  the  governor,  and  with  one  voice  requefled  him  to  return  himfelf  into  Eng- 
land, for  the  better  and  fooner  obtaining  of  fupplies,  and  other  neceflaries  for  them  ; 
but  he  refufed  it ;  and  alledged  many  fufiicient  caufes  why  he  would  not ;  the  one  was, 
that  he  could  not  fo  fuddenly  return  back  again  without  his  great  difcredit,  leaving  the 
aftion,  and  fo  many  whom  he  partly  had  procured  by  his  perfuafions,  to  leave  their 
native  country,  and  undertake  that  voyage,  and  that  fome  enemies  to  him  and  the 
adion  at  his  return  into  England,  would  not  fpare  to  flander  falfely  both  him  and  the 
adion,  by  faying,  he  went  to  Virginia,  but  poHticly,  but  to  no  other  end  but  to  lead 
fo  many  into  a  country,  in  which  he  never  meant  to  flay  himfelf,  and  there  to  leave 
them  behind  him.  Alfo  he  alledged,  that  feeing  they  intended  to  remove  50  miles  fur- 
ther up  into  the  main  prefently,  he  being  then  abfent,  his  ft;uff'  and  goods  might  be 
both  fpoilcd,  and  mofl:  of  them  pilfered  away  in  the  carriage:  fo  that  at  his  return  he 
fliould  be  either  forced  to  provide  himfelf  of  all  fuch  things  again,  or  elfe  at  his  coming 
again  to  Virginia  find  himfelf  utterly  unfurniflied,  whereof  already  he  had  found  fome 
proof,  being  but  once  from  them  but  three  days.  Wherefore  he  concluded  that  he 
would  not  go  himfelf. 

The  next  day,  not  only  the  afliftants  but  divers  others,  as  well  women  as  men, 
began  to  renew  their  requefts  to  the  governor  again,  to  take  upon  him  to  return  into 
England  for  the  fupply,  and  difpatch  of  all  fuch  things  as  were  there  to  be  done,  pro- 
mifing  to  make  him  their  bond,  under  all  their  hands  and  feals,  for  the  fafe  preferving 
of  all  his  goods  for  him  at  his  return  to  Virginia,  fo  that'if  any  part  thereof  were  fpoiled 
or  loft,  they  would  fee  it  reftored  to  him  or  liis  alflgns,  whenfoever  the  fame  fliould  be 
niifl"ed  and  demanded.  Which  bond  with  a  teflimony  under  their  hands  and  feals  they 
forthwith  made  and  delivered  into  his  hands.  The  copy  of  the  teftimony  I  thought 
good  to  fct  down. 

"  May  it  pleafe  you,  her  Majefty's  fubjects  of  England,  we  your  friends  and  coun- 
trymen, the  planters  in  Virginia,  do  by  thefe  prefents  let  you  and  every  of  you  to 
underftand,  that  for  the  prefent  and  fpcedy  fupply  of  certain  our  known  and  apparent 
lacks  and  needs,  moft  requifite  and  neceflfary  for  the  good  and  happy  planting  of  us, 
or  any  other  in  this  land  of  Virginia,  we  all  of  one  mind  and  confent,  have  moft  ear- 
neftly  entreated,  and  inceflantly  requefted  John  White,  governor  of  the  planters  in 
Virginia,  to  pafs  into  England  for  the  better  and  more  aflured  help,  and  fetting  forward 

of 
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of  the  forefaid  fupplles :  nnd  knowing  afTuredly  that  he  both  can  beft,  and  will  labour 
and  take  pains  in  behalf"  for  ns  all,  and  he  not  once,  but  often  refufing  it,  for  oar  fakes, 
a!id  for  the  honour  and  maintenance  of  the  action,  hath  at  laft,  though  much  againft 
Lis  will,  through  our  importunacy,  yielded  to  leave  his  government,  an  J  all  his 
goods  among  us,  and  himfelf  in  all  our  behalves  to  pals  into  England,  of  whofe  know- 
ledge aiid  fidelity  in  handling  this  matter,  as  all  others,  we  do  affure  ourfelves  by  thefe 
prefents,  and  will  you  to  give  all  credit  thereunto.     The  25th  of  Augull  1587." 

The  governor  being  at  the  lalt  through  their  extreme  entreaty,  conllrained  to  return 
into  England,  having  then  but  half  a  day's  refpite  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  fame, 
departed  from  Roanoak  the  27th  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  and  the  fame  day  about 
midnight,  came  aboard  the  fly-boat,  who  already  had  weighed  anchor,  and  rode  with- 
out the  bar,  the  Admiral  riding  by  them,  who  but  the  fame  morning  was  newly  come 
thither  again.  The  fame  day  both  the  Ihips  weighed  anchor,  and  fet  fail  for  England : 
lit  this  weighing  their  anchors,  twelve  of  the  men  which  were  in  the  fly-boat,  were 
thrown  from  the  capllan,  which  by  means  of  a  bar  that  brake,  came  fo  faft  about  upon 
them,  that  the  other  two  bars  thereof,  (truck  and  hurt  mofl  of  them  fo  fore,  that  fome 
of  them  never  recovered  it :  neverthelefs  they  eflayed  prefently  again  to  weigh  their 
anchor,  but  being  fo  weakened  by  the  firft  fling,  they  were  not  able  to  weigh  it,  but 
were  thrown  down  and  hurt  the  fecond  time.  Wherefore  having  in  all  but  fifteen  men 
aboard,  and  moft  of  them  by  this  unfortunate  beginning  fo  bruifed  and  hurt,  they  were 
forced  to  cut  their  cable,  and  loofe  their  anchor.  Neverthelefs  they  kept  company  with 
the  Admiral,  until  the  17th  of  September,  at  which  time  we  fell  with  Corvo,  and 
£iw  Flores. 

September. 

The  1 8th,  perceiving  of  all  our  fifteen  men  In  the  fly-boat  there  remained  but  five, 
which  by  means  of  the  former  mifchance  were  able  to  ftand  to  their  labour :  and  that 
the  Admiral  meant  not  to  make  any  hafte  for  England,  but  to  linger  about  the  ifland 
of  Tercera  for  purchafe :  the  fly-boat  departed  for  England  with  letters,  where  we 
hoped  by  the  help  of  God  to  arrive  fliortly :  but  by  that  time  we  had  continued  our 
courfe  homeward  about  twenty  days,  having  had  fometimes  fcarce  and  variable  winds ; 
our  frefli  water  alfo  by  leaking  almofl  confumed,  there  arofe  a  ftorm  at  N.  E.,  which 
for  fix  days  ceafed  not  to  blow  fo  exceeding,  that  we  were  driven  further  in  thofe  fix 
than  we  could  recover  in  thirteen  days  :  in  which  time  others  of  our  failors  began  to 
fall  very  fick,  and  two  of  theni  died :  the  weather  alfo  continued  fo  clofe,  that  our 
mafl;er  fometimes  In  four  days  together  could  fee  neither  fun  nor  ftar,  and  all  the 
beverage  we  could  make,  with  {linking  water,  dregs  of  beer,  and  lees  ^f  wine  which 
remained,'  was  but  three  gallons,  and  therefore  now  we  expeded  nothing  but  famine 
to  perilh  at  fea. 

October. 

The  1 6th  of  Oftober  we  made  land,  but  we  knew  not  what  larid  it  was,  bearing  in 
with  the  fame  land  all  that  day :  about  fun-fet  we  put  into  a  harbour,  where  we  found 
a  hulk  of  Dublin,  and  a  pinnace  of  Hampton  riding,  but  we  knew  not  as  yet  what 
place  this  was,  neither  had  we  any  hope  to  go  on  fliore,  until  the  pinnace  fent  off  their 
boat  to  U6,  with  fix  or  eight  men,  of  whom  we  undern;ood  we  were  in  Smerwick  in 
the  weft  parts  of  Ireland ;  they  alfo  relieved  us  prefently  with  frefh  water,  wine,  and 

other  frefh  meat. 
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The  1 8th,  the  governor  and  the  martcr  rode  to  Dingen-a-Cunie,  five  miles  diftant, 
to  take  order  for  the  new  viftually  of  our  fly-boat  for  England,  and  for  relief  of  our 
fick  and  hurt  men,  but  within  four  days  after,  the  boatfwain,  the  fleward,  and  the 
boatfwain's  mate,  died  aboard  the  fly-boat ;  and  the  28th  the  mafter's  mate,  and  two 
of  our  chief  failors  were  brought  fick  to  Dingen. 

November. 

The  I  ft,  the  governor  fliipped  himfelf  in  a  fliip  called  the  Monkey,  which  at  that 
time  was  ready  to  put  to  fea  from  Dingen  for  England,  leaving  the  fly-boat  and  all  his 
company  in  Ireland.  The  fame  day  we  fet  fail,  and  on  the  3d  day,  we  fell  with  the 
north  fide  of  the  Eand's  End,  and  were  fhut  up  the  Severn,  but  the  next  day  we 
doubled  the  fame  for  Mount's  Bay. 

The  5th,  the  governor  landed  in  England  at  Martafew,  near  St.  Michael's  Mount  in 
Cornwall.  1 

The  8th,  we  arrived  at  Hampton,  where  we  underftood  that  our  confort  the  Admiral 
was  come  to  Portfmouth,  and  had  been  there  three  weeks  before  :  and  alfo  that  Ferdi- 
nando  the  mafter,  with  all  his  company  were  not  only  come  home  without  any  pur- 
chafe,  but  alfo  in  fuch  weaknefs  by  ficknefs,  and  death  of  their  chiefefl  men,  that  they 
were  fcarce  able  to  bring  their  fliip  into  harbour,  but  were  forced  to  let  fall  anchor 
without,  which  they  could  not  weigh  again,  but  might  all  have  periflied  there,  if  a 
fmall  bark  by  great  hap  had  not  come  to  them  to  help  them.  The  names  of  the  chief 
men  that  died  are  thefe :  Roger  Large,  John  Mathew,  Thomas  Smith,  and  fome  other 
failors,  whofe  names  I  knew  not  at  tJie  writing  hereof.  An.  Dora.  1587. 

The  Names  of  all  the  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  which  fafely  arrived  in  Virginia ' 
and  remained  to  inhabit  there,  1587.     Anno  Regni  Regina  Elizabetha,  29. 

John  White.  Thomas  Colman. 

Roger  Baily.  Thomas  Gramme. 

Ananias  Dare.  Mark  Bennet. 

Chriftopher  Cooper.  John  Gibbs. 

Thomas  Stevens.  John  Stilman. 

John  Sampfon.  Robert  Wilkinfon. 

Dionis  Harvey.  John  Tydway. 

Roger  Pratt,  Ambrofe  Vickers. 

George  Howe.  Edmond  Englifli. 

Simon  Fernando.  Thomas  Topan. 

Nicholas  Johnfon.  Henry  Berry. 

Thomas  Warner.  Richard  Berry. 

Anthony  Cage.  John  Spendlove. 

John  Jones.  John  Hemmington. 

William  Willes.  Thomas  Butler. 

John  Brook,  Edward  Powell, 

Cutbert  White.  John  Burden. 

John  Bright.  James  Hynde. 

Clement  Tayler.  Thomas  Ellis. 

William  Sole.  William  Brown. 

John  Cotfmur.  Michael  Myllet. 

Hunifrey  Newton.  Thomas  Smith. 
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Richard  Kemmc. 
Thomas  Harris. 
RichardTaverner. 
John  Earnefl:. 
Henry  Johnfon. 
John  Start. 
Richard  Darige. 
William  Lucas. 
Arnold  Orchard. 
John  Wright. 
William  Button. 
Maurice  Allen. 
William  Waters. 
Richard  Arthur. 
John  Chapman. 
William  Clement. 
Robert  Little. 
Hugh  Tayler. 
Richard  Wilde. 
Lewis  Wotton. 
Michael  Bifliop. 
Henry  Bro\vn. 
Henry  Rufoote. 
Richard  Tomkins. 
Henry  Dorrell. 
Charles  Florry. 
Henry  Milton. 
Henry  Payne. 
Thomas  Harris. 
William  Nichols. 
Thomas  Phevens. 
John  Borden. 
Thomas  Scott. 
Peter  Little. 
John  Wyles.         ' 
Brian  Wyles. 
George  Martin. 
Hugh  Pattenfon. 
Martin  Sutton. 
John  Farre. 
John  Bridger. 
Grift  en  Jones. 
Richard  Shabedge. 
James  Lafy. 
John  Chcven. 


Thomas  Hewett. 
William  Berde. 

Women. 

Elenor  Dare. 
Margery  Harvy. 
Agnes  Wood. 
Winifred  Powell. 
Joyce  Ai-chard. 
Jane  Jones. 
Elizabeth  Glane. 
Jane  Pierce. 
Audry  Topan. 
Alice  Chapman. 
Emma  Merrimoth. 
Colman. 

Margaret  Lawrence. 
Joan  Warren. 
Jane  Mannering. 
Rofe  Payne. 
Elizabeth  Vickers. 

Boys  and  Children. 

John  Sampfon. 
Robert  Ellis. 
Ambrofe  Vickers. 
Thomas  Archard. 
Thomas  Humfrey. 
Thomas  Smart. 
George  Howe. 
John  Pratt. 
William  Withers. 

Children  born  in  Virginia. 


Virginia  Dare. 
Harvy. 


Savages. 

-\  They  were  in  England, 
Manteo.  (      and  returned   home 

Towaye.         (      into    Virginia    with 
J      them. 


To 


TUT.    ENGLISH    TO    VIRGINIA.  '  619 

To  the  worfliipful  and  my    very  friend  Mafter  Richard  Hakluyt ; 
much  happinels  in  the  Lord. 

Sir,  as  well  for  the  fatisfyint;  your  earnefl  requcft,  as  the  performance  of  my  pro- 
iuife,  made  unto  you  at  my  lalt  being  with  you  in  England ;  I  have  fent  you  (although 
in  a  homely  ftile,  efpecially  for  the  contenration  of  a  delicate  ear)  the  true  difcourfe 
of  my  lall  voyage  into  the  Wed  Indies,  and  parts  of  America  called  Virginia,  taken  in 
and  about  the  end  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  redemption  1590;  and  what  events 
happened  unto  us  in  this  our  journey,  you  fliall  plainly  perceive  by  the  fequel  of  my 
difcourfe.  There  were  at  the  time  aforel'aid  three  ihips  abl'olutely  determined  to  go 
for  the  Well  Indies,  at  the  fpecial  charges  of  M.  John  Wattes  of  London,  merchant. 
But  when  they  were  fully  furniflied,  and  in  readinefs  to  make  their  departure,  a  gene- 
ral (lay  was-  commanded  of  all  ihips  throughout  England.  Which  ib  foon  as  I  heard, 
I  prefently  (as  I  thought  it  moft  requifite)  acquainted  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  therewith, 
defiring  him  that  as  1  had  fundry  times  before  been  chargeable  and  troublefome  unto 
him,  for  the  iupplies  and  reliefs  of  the  planters  in  Virginia ;  fo  likewife  that  by  his  en- 
deavour it  would  pleafe  him  at  that  inflant  to  procure  licence  for  thofe  three  (hips,  to 
proceed  on  with  their  determined  voyage ;  that  thereby  the  people  in  Virginia  (if  it 
•were  God's  plcafure)  might  fpeedily  be  comforted  and  relieved  without  further  charges 
unto  him. 

Whereupon  he  by  his  good  means  obtained  licence  of  the  Queen's  Majeily,  and 
order  to  be  taken,  that  the  owner  of  the  three  (hips  lliould  be  bound  unto  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh  or  his  alGgns  in  3,000  pounds,  that  thefe  three  (liips  in  confideration  of  their 
releaiement,  fliould  take  in,  and  tranfport  a  convenient  number  of  padtngers,  wdth 
their  furnitures  and  necedaries  to  be  landed  in  Virginia.  Neverthelefs  that  order  was 
not  obferved,  neither  was  the  bond  taken  according  to  the  intention  aforefaid  :  but 
rather  in  contempt  of  the  aforefaid  order  I  was  by  the  owners  and  commanders  of  the 
fliips  denied  to  have  any  palfengers,  or  any  thing  elfe  tranfported  in  any  of  the  faid 
fliips,  faving  only  myfelf  and  my  ched  ;  no  not  fo  much  as  a  boy  to  attend  upon  me, 
although  I  made  great  fuit  and  earned  entreaty,  as  well  to  the  chief  commanders,  as 
to  the  owner  of  the.faid  (hips.  Which  crofs  and  unkuid  dealing,  although  it  very  much 
difcontented  me,  notwithdanding  the  fcarcity  of  time  was  fuch,  that  I  could  have  no 
opportunity  to  go  unto  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  with  complaint :  for  the  (hips  being  then 
all  in  readinefs  to  go  to  the  fea,  would  have  been  departed  before  I  could  have  made 
my  return. 

Thus  both  governors,  maders  and  failors,  regarded  very  fmally  the  good  of  their 
countrymen  in  Virginia,  determined  nothing  lefs  than  to  touch  at  thofe  places,  but 
wholly  difpofed  themfelves  to  feek  after  purchafe  and  fpoils^  (pending  fo  much  time 
therein,  that  fummer  was  fpent  before  we  arrived  at  Virginia :  and  when  we  were 
come  thither,  the  feafon  was  fo  unfit,  and  weather  fo  foul,  that  we  were  condrained  of 
force  to  forfake  that  coad,  having  not  feen  anv  of  our  planters,  with  lofs  of  one  of  our 
fliip's  boats,  and  feven  of  our  chiefed  men  :  and  alfo  with  lofs  of  three  of  our  anchors 
and  cables,  and  mod  of  our  calks  with  fre(h  water  left  on  (hore,  not  poflible  to  be  had 
aboard.  Which  evils  and  unfortunate  events  (as  well  to  their  own  lofs,  as  to  the  hin- 
drance of  the  planters  in  Virginia)  had  not  chanced,  if  the  order  fet  down  by  Sir  Water 
Ralegh  had  been  obferved,  or  if  my  daily  and  continual  petitions  for  the  performance 
of  the  fame  might  have  taken  any  place. 

Thus  may  you  plainly  perceive  the  fuccefs  of  my  fifth  and  lad  voyage  to  Virginia, 
which  was  no  lefs  unfortunately  ended,  than  forwai'dly  begun,  and  as  lucklefs  to  many, 
as  finifter  to  myfelf:  but  I  would  to  God  it  had  been  as  profperousto  all,  asnoifome 
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to  the  planters  ;  and  as  joyful  to  me,  as  difcomfortable  to  them.  Yet  feeing  it  is  not 
my  firft  croffed  voyage,  I  remain  contented.  And  wanting  my  wifhes,  I  leave  off  from 
profecuting  that  whereunto  I  would  to  God  my  wealth  were  anfwerable  to  my  will. 
Thus  committing  the  relief  of  my  difcomfortable  company,  the  planters  in  Virginia,  to 
the  merciful  help  of  the  Almighty,  whom  1  mod  humbly  befeech  to  help  and  comfort 
them,  according  to  his  moft  holy  will,  and  their  good  defire,  I  take  my  leave  from  my 
lioufe  at  Newtown  in  Kylmore  the  4th  of  February,  1593. 


The  Fifth  Voyage  of  M.  John  White  into  the  Weji  Indies  and  Parts  of  America  called 

Virginia,  in  the  Tear  1590, 

The  20th  of  March  the  three  fliips,  the  Hopewell,  the  John  Evangelift,  and  the  Little 
John,  put  to  fea  from  Plymouth  with  two  fmall  (hallops. 

The  25th  at  midnight  both  our  fhallops  were  funk,  being  towed  at  the  fhip's  fterns  by 
the  boatfwain's  negligence. 

On  the  30th  we  faw  a  head  of  us  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  lying  eafl:  of 
Cape  Cantyn  in  the  Bay  of  Afaphi. 

The  next  day  we  came  to  the  Ifle  of  Mogador,  where  rode,  at  our  palling  by,  a  pinnace 
of  London  called  the  Moonfhine, 

April. 

On  the  firft  of  April  we  anchored  m  Santa  Cruz  road,  where  we  found  two  great 
fiiips  of  London  lading  in  fugar,  of  whom  we  had  two  Ihip  boats  to  fupply  the  lofs  of 
our  fhallops. 

On  the  2d  we  fet  fail  from  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz  for  the  Canaries. 

On  Saturday  the  4th  we  faw  Alegranza,  the  eaft  ifle  of  the  Canaries. 

On  Sunday  the  5th  of  April  we  gave  chafe  to  a  double  flyboat,  the  which  we  alfo 
the  fame  day  fought  with,  and  took  her,  with  lofs  of  three  of  their  men  flain  and 
one  hurt. 

On  Monday  the  6th  we  faw  Grand  Canary,  and  the  next  day  we  landed  and  took 
in  frefh  water  on  the  fouth  fide  thereof. 

On  the  9th  we  departed  from  Grand  Canary,  and  framed  our  courfe  for  Dominica. 

The  laft  of  April  we  faw  Dominica,  and  the  fame  night  we  came  to  an  anchor  on  the 
fouth-fide  *  thereof. 

May. 

The  firft  of  May  in  the  morning  many  of  the  favages  came  on  board  our  fhlps  in- 
their  canoes,  and  did  traffic  with  us  :  we  alfo  the  fame  day  landed  and  entered  their, 
town,  froni  whence  we  returned  the  fame  day  aboard  without  any  refiftance  of  the 
favages ;  or  any  offence  done  to  them. 

The  2d  of  May  our  Admiral  and  our  pinnace  departed  from  Dominica,  leaving  the 
John  our  vice-admiral  playing  off  and  on  aboutDominica,  hoping  to  take  fome  Spaniard- 
outwards  bound  to  the  badies  :  the  fame  night  we  had  fight  of  three  fmall  iflands,  called 
Los  Santos,  leaving  Guardaloupe  and  them  on  our  ftarboard. 

The  3d,  we  had  fight  of  St.  Chriftopher's  ifland,  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.  off  us. 

*  Dominica  lic«  north  and  fouth,  the  two  encfs  coming  nearly  to  points ;  this  muft  therefore  be  an 
error,  the  fides  of  the  ifland  lying  due  eaft  and  weft,  ' 

Om 


THE   ENGLISH    TO    VIRGINIA.  62 1 

'  On  the  4th  we  failed  by  thcVirgins,which  arc  many  broken  iflands  lying  at  the  eaft- 
end  of  S.  John's  ifland ;  and  the  fame  day  towards  evening  we  landed  upon  one  of  them, 
called  Blanca ;  where  we  killed  an  incredible  number  of  fowls  :  here  we  flayed  but 
for  three  hours,  and  from  thence  Itood  into  the  Ihore  N.  W.  and  having  brought  this 
ifland  S.  E.  off  us,  we  put  towards  night  through  an  opening,  or  fvvatch,  called  the 
pafliige,  lying  between  the  virgins  and  the  eaft-endof  S.  John :  here  the  pinnace  left  us, 
and  failed  on  the  fouth-fide  of  S.  John. 

The  5th  and  6th  the  Admiral  failed  along  the  north-fide  of  S.  John,  fo  near  the  fhore 
that  the  Spaniards  difcerned  us  to  be  men  of  war  ;  and  therefore  made  fires  along  the 
coafl  as  we  failed  by,  for  fo  their  cuflom  is,  when  they  fee  any  mea  of  war  on  their 
coafts. 

The  7th  we  landed  on  the  N.  W.  end  of  S.  John,  where  we  watered  in  a  good  river 
called  Yaguana,  and  the  fame  night  following  we  took  a  frigate  of  ten  ton  conning 
from  Gwathaleno  laden  with  hides  and  ginger.     In  this  place  Pedro  a  mulatto,  who 
knew  all  our  ftate,  ran  away  from  us  to  the  Spaniards. 
On  the  9th  we  departed  from  Yaguana. 

On  the  13th  we  landed  on  an  ifland  called  Mona ;  whereon  were  10  or  12  houfes 
inhabited  of  the  Spaniards ;  thefe  we  burned,  and  took  from  then\  a  pinnace,  which 
they  had  drawn  aground  and  funk,  and  carried  all  her  fails,  marts  and  rudders  into  the 
woods,  becaufe  we  fhould  not  take  it  away.  We  alfo  chafed  the  Spaniards  over  all  the 
ifland :  but  they  hid  them  in  caves,  hollow  rocks,  and  buflies,  fo  that  we  could  not 
find  them. 

On  the  14th  we  departed  from  Mona,  and  the  next  day  after  we  came  to  an  ifland, 
called  Saona,  above  five  leagues  diftant  from  Mona,  lying  on  the  fouth-fide  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  near  the  eaft-end  :  between  thefe  two  iflands  we  lay  off  and  on  four  or  five  days, 
hoping  to  take  fome  of  the  Domingo  fleet,  doubling  this  ifland,  as  a  nearer  way  to  Spain 
than  by  cape  Tyburon,  or  by  Cape  S.  Anthony. 

On  Thurfday  being  the  19th,  our  vice-admiral,  from  whom  we  departed  at  Dominica, 
came  to  us  at  Saona,  with  whom  we  left  a  Spanifli  frigate,  and  appointed  him  to  lie  off 
and  on  other  five  days  between  Saona  and  Mona,  to  the  end  aforefaid :  then  we  de- 
parted from  them  at  Saona  for  Cape  Tyburon.  Here  I  was  informed  that  our  men  of 
the  vice-admiral,  at  their  departure  from  Dominica,  brought  away  two  young  favages, 
which  were  the  chief  cafique's  fons  of  that  country  and  part  of  Dominica:  but  they 
fhortly  after  ran  away  from  them  at  Santa  Cruz  ifland,  where  the  vice-admiral  landed 
to  take  in  ballaft. 

On  the  2irt,  the  admiral  came  to  the  Cape  Tyburon,  where  we  found  the  John 
Evangelift  our  pinnace  ftaying  before  us  :  here  we  took  in  two  Spaniards  almofl 
ftarved  on  the  fhore,  who  made  a  fire  to  our  fhips  as  we  paffed  by.  Thofe  places  for 
an  1 00  miles  in  length  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  defolate  and  mere  wildernefs,  without  any 
habitation  of  people,  and  full  of  wild  bulls  and  boars,  and  great  ferpents. 

The  2 2d,  our  pinnace  came  alfo  to  an  anchor  in  Aligato  Bay  at  Cape  Tyburon. 
Here  we  underftood  of  Mafter  Lane,  captain  of  the  pinnace,  how  he  was  fet  upon 
with  one  of  the  king's  galleys,  belonging  to  Santo  Domingo,  which  was  manned  with 
400  men,  who  after  he  had  fought  with  him  three  or  four  hours,  gave  over  the  fight 
and  forfook  him,  without  any  great  hurt  done  on  either  part. 

The  26th,  the  John  our  vice-admiral  came  to  us  to  Cape  Tyburon,  and  the  frigate 
which  we  left  with  him  at  Saono.  This  was  the  appointed  place  where  we  fhould  attend, 
for  the  raeetmg  with  the  Santo  Domingo  fleet. 


622  THE     FIFTH   VOYAGE    OF 

On  Whitfunday  even  at  Cape  Tyburon  one  of  our  boys  ran  away  from  us,  and  at 
ID  days  end  returned  to  our  fhip  alinoft  ftarved  for  want  of  food.  In  fundry  places 
about  this  part  of  Cape  Tyburon,  we  found  the  bones  and  carcafes  of  divers  men 
who  had  perilhed  (as  we  thought)  by  famine  in  thofe  woods,  being  either  ftraggled  from 
their  company,  or  landed  there  by  fome  men  of  war. 

Junk. 

On  the  14th  of  June  we  took  a  fmall  Spanifh  frigate,  which  fell  amongft  us  fo 
fuddenly,  as  he  doubled  the  point  of  the  bay  of  Cape  Tyburon,  where  we  rode,  that  he 
could  not  efcape  us.  This  frigate  came  from  Santo  Domingo,  and  had  but  three  men 
in  her,  the  one  was  an  expert  pilot,  the  other  a  mountaineer,  and  the  third  a  vintener, 
who  efcaped  all  out  of  prifon  at  Santo  Domingo,  purpofmg  to  fly  to  Yaguana,  which 
is  a  town  in  the  well  parts  of  Hifpaniola  where  many  fugitive  Spaniards  are  gathered 
together. 

The  1 7th  Captain  Lane  was  lent  to  Yaguana  with  his  pinnace  and  a  frigate,  to  take 
a  fliip  which  was  there  taking  in  freight,  as  we  underftood  by  the  old  pilot,  whom  we 
had  taken  three  days  before. 

The  24th  the  frigate  returned  from  Captain  Lane  at  Yaguana,  and  brought  us  word 
to  Cape  Tyburon,  that  Captain  Lane  had  taken  the  fhip,  with  many  paffengers  and 
negroes  in  the  fame ;  which  proved  not  fo  rich  a  prize  as  we  hoped  for,  for  that  a 
French  man  of  war  had  taken  and  fpoiled  her  before  we  came :  neverthelefs  her  load- 
ing was  thought  worth  1,000  or  1,300  pounds  j  being  hides,  ginger,  cannafillula, 
copper-pans,  and  cafavi. 

July. 

The  2d  July  Eadward  Splcer,  whom  we  left  in  England,  came  to  us  at  Cape  Ty- 
buron, accompanied  with  a  fmall  pinnace,  whereof  one  M.  Harps  was  captain,  and  the 
fame  day  we  had  fight  of  a  fieet  of  fourteen  fail,  all  of  Santo  Domingo,  to  whom  we 
prefently  gave  chace,  but  they  upon  the  firit  fight  of  us  fled,  and  feparating  themfelves 
J'cattered  here  and  there.  Wherefore  we  were  forced  to  divide  ourfelves,  and  fo  made 
after  them  until  twelve  of  the  clock  at  night.  But  then  by  reafon  of  the  darknefs  we 
loft  fight  of  each  other,  yet  in  the  end  the  Admiral  and  the  Moon-light  happened  to 
be  together  the  fame  night  at  the  fetching  up  of  the  Vice-admiral  of  the  Spanilh  fieet, 
againfi:  whom  the  next  morning  we  fought  and  took  him,  with  lofs  of  one  of  our  men 
with  two  hurt,  and  of  theirs  four  flain  and  fix  hurt.  But  what  was  become  of  our 
Vice-admiral,  our  pinnace  and  prize,  and  two  frigates,  in  all  this  time,  we  were 
ignorant. 

The  3d  of  July  we  fpent  about  ryfling,  rummaging  and  fitting  the  prize  to  be  failed 
w'ith  us. 

The  6th  of  July  we  faw  Jamaica,  the  which  we  left  on  our  larboard,  keeping  Cuba  in 
fight  on  our  flarboard. 

On  the  8th  we  faw  the  ifland  of  Pinos,  which  lyeth  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Cubae 
nigh  unto  the  well  end  or  cape,  called  S.  Anthony.  And  at  the  fame  day  we  gave 
chafe  to  a  frigate,  but  at  night  we  loll  fight  of  her,  partly  by  the  flow  failing  of  our 
Admiral,  and  lack  of  the  IMoon-light  our  pinnace,  whom  Captain  Cook  had  fent  to  the 
cape  the  day  before. 

On 
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On  the  nth  we  came  to  Cape  S.  Anthony,  where  we  found  our  confoit  the  Moon- 
light and  her  piniuice  abiding  for  our  comi;:;v,  of  whom  we  underltood  tiuit  the  day 
before  there  palled  by  them  twenty-two  fail,  ibnie  of  them  of  the  burthen  of  300,  fome 
of  400  tons,  loadeu  with  King's  trcafurc  from  the  main,  bcnmd  for  Havana  :  from  the 
I  ith  July  until  the  22d  we  were  much  becalmed  ;  and  the  wind  being  very  icai'ce,  and 
the  weather  exceeding  hot,  we  were  much  pelteretl  witii  the  Spaniards  we  had  taken  : 
therefore  we  were  driven  to  land  all  the  Spaniards  laving  three,  but  the  place  where 
we  landed  them  was  of  their  own  choice  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Cuba  near  unto  the 
Qrganes  and  Rio  de  Fuercos. 

The  23d  we  had  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Florida,  and  the  broken  iflands  thereof  called 
the  Martyrs. 

The  25th  being  S.  James'  day,  in  the  morning  we  fell  ^ith  theMatanzas,  a  head-land 
eight  leagues  towards  the  eaft  of  Havana,  where  we  purpofcd  to  take  frefh  water  in, 
and  make  our  abode  two  or  three  days. 

On  the  26th  plying  to  and  fro  between  the  Matanzas  and  the  Havana,  we  were 
efpied  of  three  I'mall  pinnaces  of  S.  John  de  UHua,  bound  for  Havana,  which  were 
exceeding  richly  loadcn.  Thefe  three  pinnaces  came  very  boldy  up  to  us,  and  fo  con- 
tinued until  they  came  within  mulket-lhot  of  us.  And  we  fuppofed  them  to  be  Cap- 
tain  Harp's  pinnace,  and  two  fmali  frigates  taken  by  Captain  Harp  :  wherefore  we 
fliewed  our  flag.  But  they  prefently  upon  the  fight  of  it  turned  about,  and  made  all 
the  fail  they  could  from  us  towards  the  ihore,  and  kept  themfelves  in  fo  (hallow  water, 
that  we  were  not  able  to  follow  them,  and  therefore  gave  them  over  with  expence  of 
fhot  and  powder  to  no  purpofe.  But  if  we  had  not  fo  rafhly  let  out  our  flag  we  might 
have  taken  them  all  three,  for  they  would  not  have  known  us  before  they  had  been 
in  our  hands.  This  chafe  had  brought  us  fo  far  to  leeward  as  Havana  ;  wherefore  not 
finding  any  of  our  conforts  at  the  INlatanzas,  we  put  over  again  to  the  Cape  of  Florida, 
and  from  thence  through  the  channel  of  Bahama. 

On  the  28th  the  Cape  of  Florida  bare  wefl:  of  us. 

The  30th  we  loft  fight  of  the  coalt  of  Florida,  nnd  fl:ood  to  fea  for  to  gain  the  help 
of  the  currents  which  runneth  much  fwifter  afar  off  than  in  fight  of  the  coaft ;  for 
from  the  cape  to  Virginia  all  along  the  fhore  are  none  but  eddy  currents  fetting  to  the 
S.  and  S.  W. 

The  31ft  our  three  fhips  were  clearly  dilbocked,  the  great  prize,  the  Admiral,  and 
the  Moonfliine,  but  our  prize  being  thus  dilbocked  departed  from  us  without  taking 
leave  of  our  Admiral  or  conlort,  and  failed  direftly  for  England. 

August. 

On  the  jfl.  of  Augufl:  the  wind  fcanted,  and  from  thence  forward  we  had  very  foul 
weather  with  much  rain,  thundering,  and  great  fpouts  which  fell  round  about  us  nigh 
unto  our  fliips. 

The  3d  we  flood  again  in  for  the  fhore,  and  at  mid-day  we  took  the  height  of  the 
fame.  The  height  of  that  place  we  found  to  be  34  degrees  of  latitude.  Towards 
night  we  were  within  three  leagues  of  the  low  fandy  iflands  weft  of  Wokokon,  but  the 
weather  continued  fo  exceeding  foul,  that  we  could  not  come  to  an  anchor  nigh  the 
coafl: ;  wherefore  we  ftood  olF  again  to  fea,  until  Monday  the  9th  of  Auguft. 

On  that  day  the  ftorm  ceafed,  and  we  had  very  great  Hkelihood  of  fair  weather ; 
wherefore  we  flood  in  again  for  the  fhore,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  eleven  fathom  in 
35  degrees  of  latitude,  within  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  where  we  went  on  land  on  the  narrow 

8  fandy 


624  "^^^    FirTH   VOYAQE    OF 

fandy  ifland,  being  one  of  the  iflands  weft  of  Wokokon.  In  this  ifland  we  took  in 
fome  frefh  water,  and  caught  great  ftore  of  fifh  in  the  fliallov/  water.  Between  the 
main  (as  I  fuppofed)  and  that  ifland,  it  was  but  a  mile  over  and  three  or  four  feet  deep 
in  moll  places. 

On  the  1 2th  in  the  morning  we  departed  from  thence,  and  towards  night  we  came  to 
an  anchor  at  the  N.  E.  end  of  the  illand  of  Croatoan,  by  reafon  of  a  breach  which 
we  perceived  to  lie  out  two  or  three  leagues  into  the  fea :  here  we  rode  all  that 
nig]  It. 

The  1 3th  in  the  morning  before  we  weighed  our  anchors,  our  boats  were  fent  ta 
found  over  this  breach ;  our  fhips  riding  at  the  fide  thereof  at  five  fathom :  and  a 
fliip's  length  from  us  we  found  but  four  and  a  quarter,  and  then  deeping  and  fliallow- 
ing  for  the  fpace  of  two  miles,  fo  that  fometimes  we  found  five  fathoms  and  by  and  by 
feven,  and  within  two  cables  with  the  lead  nine  and  then  eight,  next  caft  five  and  then 
fix,  and  then  four  and  then  nine  again,  and  deeper ;  but  three  fathoms  was  the  leaft, 
two  leagues  off  from  the  fhore.  This  breach  is  35  degrees  and  a  half,  and  lyeth  at  the 
very  N.  E.  point  of  Croatoan,  whereas  goeth  a  fret  out  of  the  main  fea  into  the  inner 
waters,  which  part  the  iflands  and  the  main  land. 

The  15th  Auguft  towards  evening  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  Hatorafk,  in  36  deg. 
2omin.  in  five  fathom  water,  three  leagues  from  the  fliore.  At  our  firft  coming  to 
anchor  on  this  fhore  we  faw  a  great  fmoke  rife  in  the  ifle  Roanoak  near  the  place  v,here 
I  left  our  colony  in  the  year  1587  ;  which  fmoke  put  us  in  good  hope  that  fome  of  the 
colony  were  there  expefting  my  return  out  of  England. 

The  1 6th  and  next  morning  our  two  boats  went  afhore,  and  Captain  Cook  and  Cap- 
tain Spicer,  and  their  company  with  me,  with  intent  to  pafs  to  the  place  Roanoak  where 
Gur  countrymen  were  left.  At  our  putting  from  the  fhip  we  commanded  our  maftef 
gunner  to  make  ready  two  minions  and  a  faulcon  well  loaden,  and  to  fhoot  them  off,  with 
reafonable  fpace  between  every  fhot,  to  the  end  that  their  reports  might  be  heard  to 
the  place  where  we  hoped  to  find  fome  of  our  people.  This  was  accordingly  performed, 
and  our  two  boats  put  off  unto  the  fhore ;  in  the  Admiral's  boat  we  founded  all  the 
way,  and  found  from  our  fhip  until  we  came  within  a  mile  of  the  fhore,  nine,  eight, 
and  feven  fathoms  :  but  before  we  were  half  way  between  our  fhips  and  the  fhore,  we 
faw  another  great  fmoke  to  the  S.  W.  of  Kindrikers  Mountes :  we  therefore  thought 
good  to  go  to  that  fecond  fmoke  firft :  but  it  was  much  farther  from  the  harbour 
where  we  landed,  than  we  fuppofed  it  to  be,  fo  that  we  were  very  fore  tired  before  we 
came  to  the  fmoke.  But  that  which  grieved  us  more,  was,  that  when  we  came  to  the 
fmoke,  we  found  no  man,  nor  fign  that  any  had  been  there  lately,  nor  yet  any  frefli 
water  in  all  this  way  to  drink.  Being  thus  wearied  with  this  journey  we  returned  to 
the  harbour  where  we  left  our  boats,  who  in  our  abfence  had  brought  their  cafks  afhore 
for  frefh  water  ;  fo  we  deferred  our  going  to  Roanoak  until  the  next  morning,  and 
caufed  fome  of  thofe  failors  to  dig  in  thofe  fandy  hills  for  frefli  water,  whereof  we 
found  very  fufFicient.  That  night  we  returned  aboard  with  our  boats  and  our  whole 
company  in  fafety. 

The  next  morning,  the  1 7th  Auguft,  our  boats  and  company  were  prepared  again  to 
go  to  Roanoak  :  but  Captain  Spicer  had  then  fent  his  boat  afliore  for  frefh  water,  by 
means  whereof  it  was  ten  of  the  clock  of  the  forenoon  before  we  put  from  our  fhips, 
which  were  then  come  to  an  anchor  within  two  miles  of  the  fhore.  The  Admiral's 
boat  was  half  way  towards  the  fhore,  when  Captain  Spicer  put  off  from  his  fhip.  The 
Admiral's  boat  firft  palfed  the  breach,  but  not  without  fome  danger  of  finking,  for  we 
had  a  fea  break  into  our  boat  which  filled  us  half  full  of  water,  but  by  the  will  of  God, 
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and  careful  llccrage  of  Captain  Cook  we  carne  fafe  afliore,  faving  only  that  our  furni- 
ture, victuals,  niatcli  and  powder  were  much  wet  and  fpoiled.  For  at  tin's  time  the  wind 
blew  at  N.  E.  and  dired  into  the  harbour  fo  great  a  gale,  that  the  lea  brake  extremely 
on  the  bar,  and  the  tide  went  very  forcibly  at  the  entrance. 

By  that  time  cur  Admiral's  boat  was  hauled  afhore,  and  mofi:  of  our  thin-^s  taken 
out  to  dry.  Captain  Spicer  came  to-  the  enti-ance  of  the  breach  with  his  mail  ftanding  up, 
and  was  half  way  over,  but  by  the  rafh  and  indifcreet  fteerage  of  Ralph  Sicinner,  his 
mailer's  mate,  a  very  dangerous  fea  brake  into  their  boat,  and  overfct  them  quite;  the 
men  kept  the  boat,  fome  in  it,  and  Ibme  hanging  on  it,  but  the  next  fca  fet  the  boat  on 
ground,  where  it  beat  fo  that  fome  of  them  were  forced  to  let  go  their  hold,  hopin^ 
to  wade  afliore,  but  the  fea  Itill  beat  them  down,  fo  that  they  could  neither  ftand  nor 
fvvim,and  the  boat  twice  or  thrice  was  turned  the  keel  upward,  whereupon  Captain  Spicer 
and  Skinner  hung  until  they  funk,  and  were  ften  no  more :  but  four  that  could  fwim 
a  little  kept  themfelves  in  deeper  water,  and  were  faved  by  Captain  Cook's  means, 
who  fo  foon  as  he  faw  their  overfetting,  ftripped  himfelf,  and  four  other  that  could 
fwim  very  well,  and  with  all  hafte  poffible  rowed  unto  them,  and  faved  four.  They 
\Vere  eleven  in  all,  and  feven  of  the  chiefefl  were  drowned,  whofe  names  were,  Edward 
Spicer,  Ralph  Skinner,  Edward  Kelly,  Thomas  Bevis,  Hance  the  furgeon,  Edward 
Kelborn,  Robert  Coleman.  This  mifchance  did  fo  much  difcomfort  the  failors,  that 
they  were  all  of  one  mind  not  to  go  any  farther  to  feek  the  planters.  But  in  the  end 
by  the  commandment  and  perfuafion  of  me  and  Captain  Cook,  they  prepared  tiie  boats, 
and  feeing  the  captain  and  me  fo  refolute,  they  feemed  much  more  willing.  Our  boats 
and  all  things  fitted  again  we  put  off  from  Hatorafk,  being  the  number  of  nineteen  perfons 
in  both  boats,  but  before  we  could  get  to  the  place  where  our  planters  were  left,  it  was  fo 
exceeding  dark,  that  we  overlhot  the  place  a  quarter  of  a  mile :  there  we  efpied  towards 
the  north  end  of  the  ifland  the  light  of  a  great  fire  through  the  woods,  to  the  which  we 
prefently  rowed;  when  we  came  right  over-againft  it,welet  fall  ourgrapnell  near  the  Ihore 
and  founded  with  a  trumpet  a  call,  and  afterwards  many  familiar  Englifh  tunes  of  fongs, 
and  called  to  them  friendly :  but  we  had  no  anfvver,  we  therefore  landed  at  day- 
break, and  coming  to  the  fire,  we  found  the  grafs  and  fundry  rotten  trees  burning  about 
the  place  :  from  hence  we  went  through  the  woods  to  that  part  of  the  ifland  directly 
over-againft  Dafamonguepeuk,  and  from  thence  we  returned  by  the  water-fide,  round 
about  the  north  point  of  the  ifland,  until  we  came  to  the  place  where  I  left  our  colony 
in  the  year  1586.  In  all  this  way  we  faw  in  the  fand  the  print  of  the  favages'  feet  of 
two  or  three  forts  trodden  the  night,  and  as  we  entered  up  the  fandy  bank  upon  a  tree,  in 
the, very  brow  thereof  were  curioufly  carved  the  fair  Roman  letters  C  R  O :  which 
letters  prefently  we  knew  to  fignify  the  place,  where  I  fliould  find  the  planters  feated, 
according  to  a  fecret  token  agreed  upon  between  them  and  me,  at  my  laft  departure 
from  them  ;  which  was,  that  in  any  ways  they  fliould  not  fail  to  write  or  carve  on  the 
trees,  or  poits  of  the  doors,  the  name  of  the  place  where  they  fliould  be  feated  :  for  at 
my  coming  away  they  were  prepared  to  remove  from  Roanoak  fifty  miles  into  the 
main.  Therefore  at  my  departure  from  them,  anno  1587,  I  willed  them,  that  if 
they  fliould  happen  to  be  diltreflfed  in  any  of  thofe  places,  that  then  they  fliould  carve 
over  the  letters  or  name,  a  crofs  x  in  this  form,  but  we  found  no  fuch  fign  of  diftrefs. 
And  having  well  confidered  of  this,  we  paffed  towards  the  place  where  they  were  left 
in  fundry  houfes,  but  we  found  the  houfes  taken  down,  and  the  place  very  ftrongly  en- 
clofed  with  a  high  palifado  of  great  trees,  wi:h  curtains  and  flankers  very  fort-like,  and 
one  of  the  chief  trees  or  pofl:s  at  the  right  fide  of  the  entrance  had  the  bark  taken  oft", 
and  five  feet  from  the  ground  in  fair  capital  letters  was  graven  CROATOAN  with- 
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out  any  crofs  or  fign  of  dillrefs ;  this  done  we  entered  into  the  palifado,  where  we 
found  many  bars  of  iron,  two  pigs  of  lead,  four  iron  fowlers,  iron  facker  (hot, 
and  fuch  like  heavy  things  thrown  here  and  there,  almoit  overgrown  with  grafs 
and  weeds.  ' 

From  thence  we  went  along  by  the  water-fide,  towards  the  point  of  the  creek  to 
fee  if  we  could  find  any  of  the  boats  or  pinnace,  but  we  could  perceive  no  fign  of 
them,  nor  any  of  the  lafl:  falkons  and  fmall  ordnance  which  were  left  with  them  at  my 
departure  from  them.  At  our  return  from  the  creek,  fome  of  our  failors  meeting  us, 
told  us  that  they  had  found  where  divers  chefts  had  been  hidden,  and  long  fince 
digged  up  again  and  broken  up,  and  much  of  the  goods  in  them  fpoiled  and  fcattered 
about, but  nothing  left  of  fuch  things  as  the  favages  knewany  ufe  of,  undefaced.  Prefently 
Captain  Cook  and  I  went  to  the  place,  which  was  in  the  end  of  an  old  trench,  made 
two  years  paft  by  Captain  Amadas  ;  where  we  found  five  chefts  that  had  been  care- 
fully hidden  of  the  planters,  and  of  the  fame  chefts  three  were  my  own,  and  about  the 
place  many  of  my  things  fpoiled  and  broken,  and  my  books  torn  from  the  covers,  the 
frames  of  fome  of  riiy  pi£tures  and  maps,  rotten  and  fpoiled  with  rain,  and  my  armour 
almoft  eaten  through  with  ruft  :  this  could  be  no  other  but  the  deed  of  the  favages 
our  enemies  at  Dafamonguepeuk,  who  had  watched  the  departure  of  our  men  to  Croa- 
toan  :  and  as  foon  as  they  were  departed,  digged  up  every  place  where  they  fufpefted 
any  thing  to  be  buried :  but  although  it  much  grieved  me  to  fee  fuch  fpoil  of  my 
goods,  yet  on  the  other  fide  I  greatly  joyed  that  I  had  fafely  found  a  certain  token 
of  their  fafe-being  at  Croatoan,  which  is  theplace  where  Manteowas  born,  and  the  favages 
of  the  ifland  our  friends. 

When  we  had  feen  in  this  place  fo  much  as  we  could,  we  returned  to  our  boats, 
and  departed  from  the  fliore  towards  our  fhips  with  as  much  fpsed  as  we  could,  for 
the  weather  began  to  over-caft,  and  very  likely  that  a  foul  and  ftormy  night  would 
enfue.  Therefore  the  fame  evening  with  much  danger  and  labour,  we  got  ourfelves 
aboard,  by  which  time  the  wind  and  feas  were  fo  greatly  rifen,  that  we  doubted  our  cables 
and  anchors  would  fcarcely  hold  until  morning:  wherefore  the  captain  caufed  the  boats 
to  be  manned  with  five  lufty  men,  who  could  fwim  all  well,  and  lent  them  to  the  little 
ifland  on  the  right  hand  of  the  harbour,  to  bring  aboard  fix  of  our  men,  who  had  filled 
our  calk  with  frefh  water;  the  boat  the  fame  night  returned  aboard  with  our  men, 
but  all  our  caik  ready  filled  they  left  behind,  impofiible  to  be  had  aboard  without 
danger  of  carting  away  both  men  and  boats;  for  this  night  proved  very  ftormy 
and  foul. 

The  next  morning  it  was  agreed  by  the  captain  and  myfelf,  with  the  mafter  and 
others  to  weigh  anchor,  and  go  for  the  place  at  Croatoan,  where  our  planters  were  j 
for  that  then  the  wind  was  good  for  that  place,  and  alfo  to  leave  that  calk  with  frefii 
water  on  fiiore  in  the  ifland  until  our  return.  So  then  they  brought  the  cable  to  the 
capflan,  but  when  the  anchor  was  almoft  apeak,  the  cable  broke,  by  means  whereof  we 
loft  another  anchor,  wherewith  we  drove  fo  faft  into  the  fhore,  that  we  were  forced 
to  let  fall  a  third  anchor,  which  camefo  faft  home  that  the  fhip  was  almoft  aground  by 
Kenrick's  Mounts,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  let  flip  the  cable  end  for  end.  And  if  it 
had  not  chanced  that  we  had  fallen  into  a  channel  of  deeper  water,  clofer  by  the 
Ihore  than  we  accounted  of,  we  could  never  have  gone  clear  of  the  point  that  lyeth 
to  the  fouthward  of  Kenrick's  Mounts.  Being  thus  clear  of  fome  dangers,  and 
gotten  into  deeper  waters,  but  not  viathout  fome  lofs ;  for  we  had  but  one  cable  and 
anchor  left  us  of  four,  and  the  weather  grew  to  be  fouler  and  fouler ;  our  viftuals 
fcarcc,  and  our  caflt  and  frefh  water  loft  :  it  was  therefore  determined  that  we  ihould 
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go  for  St.  John  or  fomc  other  ifland  to  the  foiithward  for  frcfli  water.  But  it  was 
further  propofod  that  if  we  could  any  way  fupply  our  wants  of  viduais  and  other  ne- 
cedlirics,  either  at  Hlfpaniola,  St.  John,  or  Triiiadad,  that  then  we  fhould  continue  in 
the  Indies  all  the  winter  following,  with  hope  to  make  two  rich  voyages  of  one,  and  at 
our  return  to  vifit  our  countrymen  in  Virginia. 

Tlic  captain  and  the  whole  company  in  the  Admiral  (with  my  earnefl  petitions) 
thereunto  agreed,  fo  that  it  refled  only  to  know  what  the  mafter  of  the  Moon-light  our 
confort  would  do  herein :  but  when  we  demanded  them  if  they  would  accompany  us 
in  that  new  determination,  they  alledged  that  their  weak  and  leaky  fliip  was  not  able  to 
continue  it :  wherefore  the  fame  night  we  parted,  leaving  the  Moon-light  to  go  direftly 
for  England,  and  the  Admiral  fet  >his  courfe  for  Trinadad,  \\hich  courfe  we  kept 
two  days. 

On  the  28th  the  wind  changed,  and  It  was  fet  on  foul  weather  every  day,  but  this 
florm  brought  the  wind  W.  and  N.  W.  and  blew  fo  forcibly  that  we  were  able  to 
bear  no  fiiil  but  our  fore-courfe  half  mail  high,  wherewith  we  ran  upon  the  wind  per 
force  the  due  courfe  for  England,  for  that  we  were  driven  to  change  our  firft  deter- 
mination for  Trinadad,  and  Itood  for  the  iflands  of  the  Azores,  where  we  purpofed  to 
take  in  frefli  water,  and  there  hoped  to  meet  with  fome  ETiglifli  men  of  war  about 
thofe  iflands,  at  whofe  hands  we  might  obtain  fome  fupply  of  our  wants.  And  thus 
continuing  our  courfe  for  the  Azores,  fometimes  with  calms,  and  fometimes  with  very 
fcarce  winds,  on  the  15th  of  September  the  wind  came  S.  S.  E.  and  blew  fo  exceedingly 
that  we  were  forced  to  lie  atry  all  that  day.  At  this  time  by  account  we  judged  our- 
felves  to  be  about  twenty  leagues  to  the  weft  of  Cuervo  and  Flores,  but  about  night  the 
ftorm  ceafed,  and  fair  weather  enfued. 

On  the  17th  we  law  Cuervo  and  Flores,  but  we  could  not  come  to  anchor  that 
night  by  reafon  the  wind  fliifted.  The  next  morning,  the  i8th,  ftanding  in  again  for 
Cuervo,  we  defcried  a  fail  a-head  us,  to  whom  we  gave  chafe,  but  when  we  came  near 
unto  him  we  knew  him  to  be  a  Spaniard,  and  hoped  to  make  fure  purchafe  of  him  ; 
but  we  underftood  at  our  fpeaking  with  him,  that  he  was  a  prize,  and  of  the  Domingo 
fleet,  already  taken  by  the  John  our  confort,  in  the  Indies.  We  learned  alfo  of  the 
prize,  that  our  vice-admiral  and  pinnace  had  fought  with  the  reft  of  the  Domingo  fleet, 
and  hadforced  them  with  their  Admiral  to  flee  unto  Jamaica  under  the  fort  for  fuc- 
cour,  and  fome  of  them  ran  themfelves  aground,  wdicreof  one  of  them  they  brought 
away,  and  took  out  of  fome  others  fo  much  as  the  time  would  permit.  And  further 
we  underftood  of  them,  that  in  their  return  from  Jamaica  about  the  Organes  near  Cape 
St.  Anthony,  our  Vice-admiral  met  with  two  ftiips  of  the  main  land  from  Mexico,  bound 
for  Havanna,  with  whom  he  fought.  In  which  fight  our  Vice-admiral's  lieutenant 
was  flain,  and  the  captain's  right  arm  ftrucken  off,  with  four  others  of  his  men  flain, 
and  fixteen  hurt.  But  in  the  end  he  entered  and  took  one  of  the  Spanifli  fliips,  which 
was  fo  fliot  by  us  under  water,  that  before  they  could  take  out  her  treafure,  flie  funk, 
fo  that  we  loft  thirteen  pipes  of  filver  that  funk  with  her,  befules  much  other  rich 
merchandize.  And  in  the  mean  time  the  other  Spanifti  fliip,  being  pierced  with  nine 
fhot  under  water,  got  away  ;  whom  our  vice-admiral  intended  to  purfue  :  but  fome 
of  their  men  in  the  top  made  certain  rocks,  which  they  faw  above  water  near  the  fhore, 
to  be  galleys  of  Havana  and  Cartagena,  coming  from  Hawna  to  refcue  the  two  fliips. 
Wherefore  they  gave  over  the  chafe,  and  went  for  England.  After  this  intelligence 
was  given  us  by  this  our  prize,  he  departed  from  us  and  went  for  England. 

On  the  1 9th  of  September  we  came  to  anchor  near  a  fmall  village  on  the  north  fide 
of  Flores,  where  we  found  riding  five  Englifli  men  of  war,  of  whom  we  underftood 
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that  our  Vice-admiral  and  prize  were  gone  thence  for  England.  One  of  thefe  five  was 
the  Moon-light  our  confort,  who  upon  the  firft  fight  of  our  coming  into  Flores,  fet  fait 
and  went  for  England,  not  taking  any  leave  of  us. 

On  the  2oth  the  Mary  Rofe,  admiral  of  the  Queen's  fleet,  wherein  was  General  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  ftood  in  with  Flores,  and  divers  others  of  the  Queen's  fhips,  namely, 
the  Hope,  the  Nonpareillia,  the  Rainbow,  the  Swiftfure,  the  Forefight,  with  many  other 
good  merchants  fhips  of  war,  and  many  other  good  fhips  and  pinnaces,  all  attending  to 
meet  with  the  King  of  Spain's  fleet,  coming  Terra  Firma  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  2 2d  we  went  aboard  the  Rainbow,  and  towards  night  we  fpake  with  the  Swift- 
fure, and  give  him  three  pieces.  The  captain  defired  our  company,  wherefore  we 
willingly  attended  on  them  :  who  at  this  time  with  ten  other  fhips  Ifood  for  Fayal. 
But  the  General  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  were  feparated  from  us,  making  two  fleets, 
for  the  furer  meeting  of  the  Spanifh  fleet. 

On  the  23d  we  faw  Gratiofa,  where  the  Admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  Queen's  fleet 
were  come  together.  The  Admiral  put  forth  a  flag  of  council,  in  which  was  deter- 
mined that  the  whole  fleet  fliould  go  for  the  main,  and  fpread  themfelves  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain  andPortugal,  fo  far  as  conveniently  they  might,  for  the  furer  meeting  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  in  thofe  parts. 

The  26  th  we  came  to  Fayal,  where  the  Admiral  with  fome  other  of  the  fleet  an- 
chored, otherfome  plyed  up  and  down  between  that  and  Pico  until  midnight :  at  which 
time  the  Anthony  fhot  ofFa  piece,  and  weighed,  fhewing  his  light ;  after  whom  the  whole 
fleet  ftood  to  the  eaft,  the  wind  atN.  E.  by  E. 

The  27th  towards  evening  we  took  our  leave  of  the  Admiral  and  whole  fleet,  who 
ftood  to  the  eaft.  But  our  fliip  accompanied  with  a  fly-boat  ftood  in  again  with 
S.  George,  where  we  propofed  to  take  in  more  frefli  water,  and  fome  other  frefli 
victuals. 

On  the  30th,  feeing  the  wind  hang  fo  northerly  that  we  could  not  attain  the  ifland 
of  S.  George,  we  gave  over  our  purpofe  to  water  there,  and  the  next  day  framed  our 
due  courle  for  England. 

October. 
The  2d  of  Odober  in  the  morning  we  faw  S.  Michael's  Ifland  on  our  ftarboard. 
qsarter. 

The  23d,  at  ten  of  the  clock  of  the  forenoon,  we  faw  Ufliant  in  Britaigne. 
The  a^th  we  came  in  fafety,  God  be  thanked,  to  an  anchor  at  Plymouth. 
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THE  FIRST  RELATION  OF  JAQUES  CARTHIER  OF  S.  MALO, 

OF    THE 

NEW  LAND,  CALLED  NEW  FRANCE;' 

KEWLY   DISCOVERED    IN   THE   YEAR   OF    OUR   LORD    1 534*. 

AFTER  that  Sir  Charles  of  Movy,  Knight,  Lord  of  Meylleraye,  and  Vice-admiral 
of  France,  had  caufed  the  captains,  mafters,  and  mariners  to  be  fworn  to  behave 
themfelves  truly  and  faithfully  in  the  fervice  of  the  mofl;  Chriftian  King  of  France, 
under  the  charge  of  the  faid  Carthier,  upon  the  20th  day  of  April  1534,  we  departed 
from  the  port  of  S.  Malo,  with  two  fliips  of  three  fcore  ton  a-piece  burthen,  and  fixty- 
one  well  appointed  men  in  each  one  ;  and  with  fuch  profperous  weather  we  failed  on- 
ward, that  upon  the  loth  day  of  May,  we  came  to  Newfoundland,  where  we  entered 
into  the  cape  of  Buona  Vifla,  which  is  in  latitude  48  degrees  and  a  half,  and  in  longi- 
tude  ,  but  becaufe  of  the  great  ftore  of  the  ice,  that  was  along  the  faid  land,  we 

were  conftrained  to  enter  into  an  haven  called  S.  Katherine's  Haven,  diftant  from  the 
other  port  about  five  leagues  towards  S.  S.  E. ;  there  did  we  flay  ten  days  looking  for 
fair  weather  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  we  mended  and  drefled  our  boats. 

Upon  the  2 1  ft  of  May  the  wind  being  in  the  W.  we  hoifted  fail  and  failed  toward 
N.  by  E.  from  the  cape  of  Buona  Villa,  until  we  came  to  the  Ifland  of  Birds,  which 
was  environed  about  with  a  bank  of  ice,  but  broken  and  cracked :  notwithftanding  the 
faid  bank,  our  two  boats  went  thither  to  take  in  fome  birds,Avhereof  there  is  fuch  plenty, 
that  unlefs  a  man  did  fee  them,  he  would  think  it  an  incredible  thing :  for  albeit  the 
ifland  (which  containeth  about  a  league  in  circuit)  be  fo  full  of  them,  that  they  feem 
to  have  been  brought  thither,  and  faved  for  the  nonce,  yet  are  there  an  hundred  fold 
as  many  hovering  about  it  as  within,  fome  of  which  are  as  big  as  jays,  black  and 
white  with  beaks  like  unto  crows  :  they  lie  always  upon  the  fea  ;  they  cannot  fly  very 
high  becaufe  their  wings  are  fo  little,  and  no  bigger  than  half  one's  hand,  yet  do  tliey 
fly  as  fwiftly  as  any  birds  of  the  air  level  to  the  water  ;  they  are  alfo  exceeding  fat,  we 
named  them  Aporath.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  we  filled  two  boats  full  of  them,  as 
if  they  had  been  with  flones  :  fo  that  befides  them  which  we  did  eat  fo-elh,  every  (hip  did 
powder  and  fait  five  or  fix  barrels  full  of  them. 

Befides  thefe,  there  is  another  kind  of  birds  which  hover  in  the  air,  and  over  the  fea, 
lefler  than  the  others  ;  and  thefe  do  all  gather  themfelves  together  in  the  ifland,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  wings  of  other  birds  that  are  greater  :  thefe  we  named 
Godertz.  There  are  alfo  of  another  fort,  but  bigger,  and  white,  which  bite  even  as 
dogs,  thofe  we  named  Margaulx.  And  albeit  the  faid  ifland  be  fourteen  leagues  from 
the  main  land,  notwithflanding  bears  come  fwimming  to  eat  of  the  faid  birds  ;  and 
our  men  found  one  there  as  great  as  any  cow,  and  as  white  as  any  fwan,  who  in  their 
prefence  leaped  into  the  fea  5  and  upon  Whitfun  Monday  (following  our  voyage  to- 
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ward  the  land)  we  met  her  by  the  way,  fwimming  towards  land  as  fwlftly  as  we 
could  fail.  So  foon  as  wg  faw  her  we  purfued  her  in  our  boats,  and  by  main  ftrength 
took  her,  whofe  flefli  was  as  good  to  be  eaten  as  the  flefli  of  a  cattle  of  two  years 
old.  The  Wednefday  following,  being  the  27th  of  the  month,  we  came  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  bay  of  the  Caftles,  but  becaufe  the  weather  was  ill,  and  the  great  ftore  of 
ice  we  found,  we  were  conftrained  to  enter  into  an  harbour  about  the  faid  entrance, 
called  Carpunt,  where  becaufe  we  could  not  come  out  of  it,  we  flayed  till  the  9th  of 
June,  what  time  we  departed,  hoping  with  the  help  of  God  to  fail  further  than  the  faid 
Carpunt,  which  ii  in  l;^titude  5 1  degrees. 

The  land  from  Cape  Razo  to  Cape  Degrad,  which  is  the  point  of  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  that  trendeth  from  head  to  head  towards  N.N.  E.  and  S.  S.W.  All  this  part  of 
land  is  parted  into  iflands,  one  fo  near  the  other,  that  there  are  but  fmall  rivers  between 
them,  through  the  which  you  may  pafs  with  little  boats,  therefore  there  are  certain 
good  harbours,  among  which  are  thofe  of  Carpunt  and  Degrad.  In  one  of  thefe 
iflands  that  is  the  highefl  of  them  all,  being  on  the  top  of  it,  you  may  phiinly  fee  the 
two  low  iflands  that  are  near  to  Cape  Razo,  from  whence  to  the  port  of  Carpunt  they 
count  it  25  leagues,  and  there  are  two  entrances  thereat,  the  one  on  the  eaft,  the  other 
on  the  fouth  of  the  ifland.  But  you  muft  take  heed  of  the  fide  and  point  of  the  call, 
becaufe  that  every  where  there  is  nothing  elfe  but  flielves,  and  the  water  is  very  fliallow. 
You  mufl  go  about  the  ifland  toward  the  weft  the  length  of  half  a  cable  or  there- 
about, and  then  to  go  toward  the  fouth  to  the  faid  Carpunt.  Alfo  you  are  to  take 
heed  of  three  fhelves  that  are  in  the  channel  under  water  ;  and  toward  the  ifland  on  the 
eafl  fide  in  the  channel,  the  water  is  of  three  and  four  fathom  deep,  and  clear  ground. 
The  other  trendeth  towards  E.  N.  E.,  and  on  the  well  you  may  go  on  fliore. 

Going  from  the  point  Degrad,  and  entering  into  the  faid  bay  toward  the  W.  by  N. 
there  is  fome  doubt  of  two  iflands  that  are  on  the  right  fide,one  of  the  which  is  dillant  from 
the  faid  point  three  leagues,  and  the  other  feven,  either  more  or  lefs  than  the  firft, 
being  a  low  and  plain  land,  and  it  feemeth  to  be  part  of  the  main  land.  I  named  it 
S.  Katherine's  Ifland,  in  which  towards  the  N.  E.  there  is  very  dry  foil ;  but  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  from  it,  very  ill  ground  ;  fo  that  you  mufl  go  a  little  about.  The 
faid  ifland  and  the  port  of  Caflles  trend  towards  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.,  and  are  about 
]  5  leagues  afunder.  From  the  faid  port  of  Caflles  to  the  port  of  Gutte,  which  is  in  the 
north-eaftern  part  of  the  faid  bay,  that  trendeth  toward  E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  there 
are  twelve  leagues  and  a  half,  and  about  two  leagues  from  the  port  of  Balances,  that 
is  to  fay  a  third  part  athwart  the  faid  bay  ;  the  depth  being  founded  it  is  about  thirty- 
eight  fathoms,  and  from  the  faid  port  of  Balances  to  the  white  fands  toward  W.  S.  W. 
there  is  fifteen  leagues,  but  you  mufl  take  heed  of  a  flielf  that  lyeth  about  three  leagues 
outward  from  the  faid  white  fands  on  the  S.  W.  fide  above  water  like  a  boat. 

White  Sand  is  a  road  in  the  which  there  is  no  place  guarded  from  the  fouth  nor 
fouth-eafl.  But  towards  S.  S.  W.  from  the  faid  road  there  are  two  iflands,  one  of  the 
which  is  called  Brefl  Ifland,  and  the  other  the  Ifland  of  Birds,  in  which  there  is  great 
flore  of  godertz  and  crows  with  red  beaks  and  red  feet ;  they  make  their  nefts  in 
holes  under  the  ground  even  as  conies.  A  point  of  land  being  pafTed  about  a  league 
from  Wliite  Sand,  there  is  a  port  and  pafTage  found,  called  the  Iflettes,  a  better  place 
than  White  Sand,  and  there  is  great  fifhing  :  from  the  liiid  port  of  the  Iflettes  unto 
another  called  Breft,  the  circuit  is  about  ten  leagues.  This  port  is  in  lat.  51  deg. 
55  min.  and  in  longitude  .  From  the  Iflettes  to  that  place  there  are  many  other 
illands,  and  the  faid  port  of  Breft  Is  alfo  amongft  thofe  iflands.     Moreover  the  iflands 
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do  compafls  mnre  than  three  leagues  from  the  faid  Breft,  being  low,  and  over  them  are 
the  other  lands  above-mentioned  feen. 

Upon  the  1  oth  June,  we  with  our  {hips  entered  into  the  port  of  Brefl,  to  furnifh 
ourfelves  with  water  and  wood,  and  to  make  us  ready  to  pafs  the  faid  bay.  Upon 
S.  Barnabas  day,  fervice  being  heard,  we  with  our  boats  went  beyond  the  faid  bav, 
toward  the  well,  to  fee  what  harbours  were  there  :  we  paflTt'd  through  the  midft  of 
the  iflots,  which  were  fo  many  in  number  it  was  not  poflible  they  might  be  told,  for 
they  cominued  about  ten  leagues  beyond  the  faid  port.  We  to  reft  ourfclvcs  fluid  in 
one  of  them  a  night,  and  there  we  found  great  Itore  of  duck  eggs,  and  other  birds 
that  there  do  make  their  neft ;  we  named  them  all  the  Iflettes. 

The  next  day  we  parted  the  faid  iilands,  and  beyond  them  all  we  found  a  good  haven, 
which  we  named  S.  Anthony's  Haven,  and  one  or  two  leagues  beyond,  we  found  a 
little  river  toward  the  S.W.  coaft  that  is  between  two  other  iflands,  and  is  a  good  har- 
bour :  and  there  we  fet  up  a  crofs,  and  named  it  S.  Servan's  Port :  and  on  the  S.  W. 
fide  of  the  faid  port  and  river,  about  one  league,  there  is  a  fniall  ifland  as  round  as  an 
oven,  environed  about  with  many  other  little  iflands,  that  give  notice  to  the  faid  ports. 
Further  about  two  leagues  there  is  another  greater  river,  in  which  we  took  good  ftore 
of  falmon  ;   that,  we  named  S.  James'  River.     Being  in  the  faid  river  we  fawa  Ihip  of 
Rochel,  that  the  night  before  had  paffed  the  port  of  Breft,  where  they  thought  to  have 
gone  a  fifiiing,   but  the  mariners  knew  not  where  they   were.     We  with  our  boats 
approached  near  unto  it,  and  did  direft  it  to  another  port,  one  league  more  toward  the 
weft  than  the  faid  river  of  S.  James,  which  I  take  to  be  one  of  the  bcft  in  all  the  world, 
and  therefore  we  named  it  James  Carthier's  Sound.     If  the  foil  were  as  good  as  the 
harbours  are,  it  were  a  great  commodity,  but  is  not  to  be  called   the  New  Land,   but 
rather  ftones  and  wild  craggs,  and  a  place  fit  for  wild  beafts  ;  for  in  all  the  north  ifland, 
I  did  not  fee  a  cart-load  of  good  earth,  yet  went  1  on  fhore  in  many  places  ;  and  in  the 
ifland  of  White  Simd  ihv  re  is  nothing  elfe  but  mofs  and  fmall  ftones,  fcattered  here  and 
there,  withered  and  dry.     To  be  fhort,  I  believe  that  this  was  the  land  that  God  allotted 
to  Cain.     There  are  men  of  an  indifi'erent  good  ftature  and  bignefs.  but  wild  and  un- 
ruly :  they  wear  their  hair   tied  on  the  top  like  a  wreath  of  hay,  and  put  a  wooden  pit 
within  it,  or  any  ether  fuch  thing  inftead  of  a  nail,    and  with   them  they  bind   certain 
birds'  feathers.     1  hey  are  cloathed  with  beaft's  fkins,  as  well  the  men  as  women,  but 
the  women  go  fomewhat  ilraighter   and  clofer   in  their  garments   than  the  men  do, 
with   their  Vvaifts   girded :  they    paint   themfelves   with    certain   roan    colours :  their 
boats  are  made  ot  the  bark  of  birch  trees,  with  the  which    they  fifli  and  take  great 
ftore  of  feals  and  as  far  as  we  could  underftand  fince  our  coming  thither,  that  is  not 
their  habitation,  but  they  come  from  the  main  land  out  of  hotter  countries,  to  catch  the 
feals  and  other  neceiTaries  for  their  living. 

Upon  the  13th  of  that  month  we  came  to  our  fiiips  again  with  our  boats  on  purpofe 
to  fail  forwards  becaufe  the  weather  was  fair,  and  on  Sunday  caufed  fervice  to  be 
faid :  then  on  Monday  being  the  1 5th  of  the  month  we  departed  from  Breft,  and 
failed  towards  the  fouth  to  take  a  view  of  the  lands  that  there  we  had  feen,  that  feemed 
unto  us  to  be  two  iflands,  but  when  we  were  amidft  the  bay,  we  knew  it  to  be  firm 
land,  where  was  a  great  double  cape,  one  above  the  other,  and  therefore  we  named  it 
the  Double  Cape.  In  the  entrance  of  the  bay  we  founded,  and  found  it  to  be  1 00 
fathom  round  about  us.  From  Breft  to  the  Double  Cape,  there  is  about  twenty  leagues, 
and  about  five  or  fix  leagues  beyond  we  founded  again,  and  found  forty  fathom  water. 
The  faid  land  lieth  N.  E.  and  8.  W.  The  next  day  being  the  i6tli  of  the  month,  we 
failed  along  the  faid  coaft  towards  the  S.  W.  by  3.  about  thii-ty-tive  leagues  from  the 
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Double  Cape,  where  we  found  vfery  fteep  and  wild  hills,  among  the  which  were  feen 
certain  fmall  cabins,  which  we  in  the  country  call  granges,  and  therefore  we  named 
them  the  Hills  of  the  Granges.  The  other  lands  and  mountains  are  all  craggy,  cleft, 
and  cut,  and  betwixt  them  and  the  fea,  there  are  other  iflands,  but  low.  The  day  be- 
fore through  the  dark  milts  and  fogs  of  the  weather,  we  could  not  have  fight  of  any 
land,  but  in  the  evening  we  fpied  an  entrance  into  the  land,  by  a  river  among  the  faid 
Hill  of  Granges,  and  a  cape  lying  toward  the  S.  W.  about  three  leagues  from  us.  The 
faid  Cape  is  on  the  top  of  it  blunt  pointed  and  alfo  toward  the  fea,  it  endeth  in  a  point, 
wherefore  we  named  it  the  Pointed  Cape ;  on  the  north  fide  of  which  there  is  a  plain 
ifland.  But  becaufe  we  would  have  nodce  of  the  faid  entrance,  to  fee  if  there  were 
any  good  havens,  we  ftruck  fail  for  that  night.  The  next  day,  the  17th,  we  had  ftormy 
weather  from  N.  E.  wherefore  we  took  our  way  toward  the  S.  W.  undl  Thurf- 
day  morning,  and  we  went  about  thirty-feven  leagues,  till  we  came  athwart  a  bay,  full 
of  round  iflands  like  dove-houfes,  and  therefore  we  named  them  the  Dove  Houfes. 
And  from  the  bay  of  St.  Julian  from  the  which  to  a  cape  that  lyeth  S.  by  W.  which 
we  called  Cape  Royal,  there  are  feven  leagues,  and  towards  the  W.  S.  W.  fide  of  the 
faid  cape  there  is  another  that  beneath  is  all  craggy,  and  above  round.  On  the 
north  fide  of  which,  about  half  a  league,  there  lyeth  a  low  land  :  that  cape  we  named 
the  Cape  of  Milk.  Between  thefe  two  capes  there  are  certain  low  lands,  above 
which  there  are  alfo  certain  others  that  fhew  that  there  be  fome  rivers.  About  two 
leagues  from  Cape  Royal  we  founded  and  found  twenty  fathom  water  ;  and  there  is 
the  greatefl;  fifhing  for  cods  that  pofTibly  may  be  :  for  flaying  for  our  company,  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  we  took  about  one  hundred  of  them. 

The  next  day  being  the  18th  of  the  month,  the  wind  with  fuch  rage  turned  againfl: 
us,  that  we  were  conftrained  to  go  back  towards  Cape  Royal,  thinking  there  to  find  fome 
harbour,  and  with  our  boats  went  to  difcover  between  the  Cape  Royal  and  the  Cape  of 
Milk,  and  found  that  above  the  low  iflands  is  a  great  and  very  deep  gulfe,  within 
which  are  certain  iflands.  The  faid  gulfe  on  the  fouth  fide  is  fhut  up.  The  aforefaid 
low  grounds  are  on  one  of  the  fides  of  the  entrance,  and  Cape  Royal  is  on  the  other. 
The  laid  low  grounds  do  flretch  themfelves  more  than  half  a  league  within  the  fea : 
it  is  a  plain  country  but  an  ill  foil,  and  in  themidft  of  the  entrance  thereof  there  is  an 
ifland.  The  faid  gulfe  in  latitude  is  48  degrees  and  a  half,  and  in  longitude 
That  night  we  found  no  harbour,  and  therefore  we  launched  out  into  the  fea,  leaving 
the  cape  toward  the  weft. 

From  the  faid  day  until  the  24th  of  the  month,  being  S.  John's  day,  we  had  both 
flormy  weather,  and  wind  againfl  us,  with  fuch  daiknefs  and  mifts,  that  until  S.  John's 
day  we  could  have  no  fight  of  any  land,  and  then  had  we  fight  of  a  cape  of  land,  that 
from  Cape  Royal  lieth  S.  W.  about  35  leagues,  but  that  day  was  fo  foggy  and  mifty, 
that  we  could  not  come  near  land,  and  becaufe  it  was  S.  John's  day,  v/e  named  it 
Cape  S .  John. 

The  next  day  being  the  afth  of  the  month,  the  weather  was  alfo  ftormy,  dark,  and 
windy,  but  yet  we  failed  part  of  the  way  towards  W.  N.  W.  and  in  the  evening 
we  put  ourfelvt^  athwart  until  the  fecond  quarter  :  when  as  we  departed  then  did  we 
by  our  compafs  know  that  we  were  N.  W.  by  W.  about  feven  leagues  and  a  half  from 
the  Cape  of  S.  John,  and  as  we  were  about  to  hoift  fail,  the  wind  turned.into  the  N.  W. 
wherefore  we  went  S.  E.  about  fifteen  leagues,  and  came  to  three  iflands,  two  of 
which  are  as  fteep  and  as  upright  as  any  wall,  lb  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  climb  them:  and 
between  them  there  is  a  little  rock.  Thefe  iflands  were  as  full  of  birds,  as  any  field 
or  meadow  is  of  grafs,  which  there  do  make  their  neft.s,  and  in  the  greateft  of  them, 
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there  was  a  great  and  infinite  number  of  thofe  we  call  Margaulx,  that  are  white  and 
bigger  than  any  geefe,  which  were  fevered  in  one  part.  In  the  other  were  only  Godet-/. 
and  great  Apponatz,  like  to  thofe  of  that  ifland  tliat  we  above  have  mentioned.  We 
went  down  to  the  lowefl:  part  of  the  leaft  ifland, where  we  killed  above  a  thoufand  of  thofe 
Godetz  and  Apponatz.  We  put  into  our  boats  fo  many  of  them  as  we  plcafed,  for  ia 
lefs  than  one  hour  we  might  have  filled  thirty  fuch  boats  of  them  :  we  named  them 
the  iflands  of  Margaulx.  About  five  leagues  from  the  faid  idands  on  the  weft,  there 
is  another  ifland  that  is  about  two  leagues  in  length,  and  fo  much  ia  breadth  :  there 
did  we  ftay  all  night  to  take  in  water  and  wood.  That  ifland  is  environed  round  about 
with  fand,  and  hath  a  very  good  road  about  it  three  or  four  fathom  deep.  Thofe 
iflands  have  the  belt  foil  that  ever  we  faw,  for  that  one  of  their  iiclds  is  more  worth 
than  all  the  New-land.  We  found  it  all  full  of  goodly  trees,  meadows,  fields  full  of 
wild  corn,  and  peafon  bloomed,  as  thick,  as  rank,  and  as  fair,  as  any  can  be  feen  in 
Britaing ;  fo  that  they  feemed  to  have  been  ploughed  and  fowed.  There  was  alfo 
great  ftore  of  goofeberries,  ftrawberries,  damaflc  rofes,  parfley,  with  other  very  fvveet 
and  pleafant  herbs.  About  the  faid  ifland  are  very  great  beafts  as  great  as  oxen,  which 
have  two  great  teeth  in  their  mouths  like  unto  elephant's  teeth,  and  live  alfo  in  the 
fea.  We  faw  one  of  them  fleeping  upon  the  bank  by  the  water,  we  thinking  to  take, 
went  to  it  with  our  boats,  but  fo  foon  as  he  heard  us,  he  caft  himfelf  into  the  fea. 
We  alfo  faw  bears  and  wolves:  we  named  it  Brion'% Ifland.  About  it  towards  S.  E. 
and  N.  W.  there  are  great  lakes.  As  far  as  I  could  gather  and  comprehend,  I  think 
that  there  be  fome  paflTage  between  Newfoundland  and  Brion's  Ifland :  if  fo  it  were, 
it  would  be  a  great  fhortening,  as  well  of  the  time  as  of  the  way,  if  any  perfection 
could  be  found  in  it.  About  four  leagues  from  that  ifland  towards  W.  S.  W.  is  the 
firm  land,  which  feemeth  to  be  as  an  ifland  encompaflTed  about  with  little  iflands  of 
fands.  There  is  a  goodly  cape  which  we  named  Cape  Dolphin,  for  there  is  the  be- 
ginnmg  of  good  grounds.  On  the  27th  of  June  we  compafl"ed  the  faid  lands  about, 
that  lies  W.  S.  W. :  and  afar  off  they  feem  to  be  httle  hills  of  fand,  for  they  are  but 
low  lands,  we  could  neither  go  to  them,  nor  land  on  them,  becaufe  the  wind  was  againlt 
us.     That  day  we  went  fifteen  leagues. 

The  next  day  we  went  along  the  faid  land  about  ten  leagues,  till  we  came  to  a  cape 
of  red  land,  that  is  all  craggy,  within  the  which  there  is  a  break  looking  toward  the 
north.  It  is  a  very  low  country.  There  is  alfo  between  the  fea  and  a  certain  pool,  a 
plain  field;  and  from  the  cape  of  land  and  the  pool  unto  another  cape  there  are  about 
fourteen  leagues.  The  land  is  fafhioned  as  it  were  half  a  circle,  all  compafled  about 
with  fand  like  a  ditch,  over  which  as  far  as  one's  eye  can  ftretch,  there  is  nothing  but 
marfh  grounds  and  Handing  pools.  And  before  you  come  to  the  firft  cape,  very  near 
the  main  land  there  are  two  little  iflands.  About  five  leagues  from  the  fecond  cape  to- 
wards the  S.  W.  there  is  another  ifland  very  high  and  pointed,  which  we  named 
Alezai,  The  firft  cape  named  St.  Peter's  Cape,  becaufe  upon  that  day  we  came 
thither. 

From  Brion's  Ifland  to  this  place  there  is  good  anchorage  of  fand,  and  having  founded 
towards  S.  W.  even  to  the  fhore  above  five  leagues,  we  found  twenty-five  fathom  water, 
and  within  one  league  twelve  fathom,  and  very  near  the  fhore  fix  fathoms,  rather  more 
than  lefs,  and  alfo  good  anchorage.  But  becaufe  we  would  be  the  better  acquainted 
with  this  ftony  and  rocky  ground,  we  ftruck  our  fails  low  and  athwart.  The  next  day 
beL'g  the  29th  the  wind  blew  S.  by  E.  We  failed  weftward  until  Tuefday  morning 
the  30th  at  fun-rifing,  without  any  fight  or  knowledge  of  any  land  except  in  the  even- 
ing towards  fun-fet,  that  we  difcovered  a  land  which  feemed  to  be  two  iflands,  tiiat 
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were  beyond  us  W.  S.W.  about  nine,  or  ten,  leagues.  All  the  next  day,  till  next 
morning  at  fun-rifing  we  failed  weftward  about  40  leagues,  and  by  the  way  we  perceived 
that  the  land  we  had  feen  like  iflands,  was  firm  land,  lying  S.  S.  E.  and  N.  N.  W.  to 
a  very  good  cape  of  land  called  Cape  Orleans.  All  the  faid  land  is  low  and  plain,  and 
the  fairefl  that  may  pofiibly  be  feen,  full  of  goodly  meadows  and  trees.  True  it  is,  that 
we  could  find  no  harbour  there,  becaufe  it  is  all  full  of  flielves  and  fands.  We  with  our 
boats  went  on  fhore  in  many  places,  and  amongfl:  the  reft  we  entered  into  a  goodly  river, 
but  very  fliallow,  which  we  named  the  River  of  Boats,  becaufe  there  we  faw  boats  full 
of  wild  men  that  were  croffing  the  river.  We  had  no  other  notice  of  the  faid  wild 
men  ;  for  the  wind  came  from  the  fea,  and  fo  beat  us  againft  the  fliore,  that  we  were 
conftrained  to  retire  ourfelves  with  our  boats  towards  our  fliips.  Till  the  next  day 
morning  at  fun-rifing  being  the  ift  of  July,  we  failed  N.  E.  in  which  time  there  rofe 
great  mifts  and  ftorms,  and  therefore  we  ftruck  our  fails  till  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, that  the  weather  became  clear,  and  there  we  had  fight  of  Cape  Orleans  and  of 
another  about  feven  leagues  from  us,  lying  N.  by  E.  and  that  we  called  Wild  Men's 
Cape.  On  the  north  fide  of  this  Cape  about  half  a  league,  there  is  a  very  dangerous 
fhelf  and  bank  of  ftones.  Whilft  we  were  at  this  cape  we  faw  a  man  running  after  our 
boats  that  were  going  along  the  coaft,  who  made  figns  unto  us  that  we  fliould  return 
towards  the  faid  cape  again.  We  feeing  fuch  figns  began  to  turn  toward  him,  but  he 
feeing  us  come  began  to  flee  :  fo  foon  as  we  were  come  on  fliore,  we  fet  a  knife  before 
him  and  a  woollen  girdle  on  a  littfb  ftaff,  and  then  came  to  our  fliips  again.  That  day 
we  trended  the  faid  land  about  nine  or  ten  leagues,  hoping  to  find  fome  good  harbour, 
but  it  was  not  poflible  :  for  as  I  have  faid  already  it  is  a  very  low  land,  and  invironed 
round  about  with  great  flielves.  Neverthelefs  we  went  that  day  on  fliore  in  four  places, 
to  fee  the  goodly  and  fweet  fmelling  trees  that  were  there.  We  found  them  to  be 
cedars,  yew  trees,  pines,  and  white  elms,  aflies,  willows,  with  many  other  forts  of 
trees  to  us  unknown,  but  without  any  fruit  ;  the  grounds  where  no  wood  is,  are  very 
fair,  and  full  of  peafon,  white  and  red  goofeberries,  ftrawberries,  blackberries,  and 
wild  corn  even  like  unto  rye,  which  feemed  to  have  been  fown  and  ploughed.  This 
country  is  of  better  temperature  than  any  other  that  can  be  feen,  and  very  hot.  There 
are  many  thruflies,  ftockdoves,  and  other  birds.  To  be  fliort,  there  wanteth  nothing 
but  good  harbours. 

The  next  day  being  the  2d  July,  we  difcovered  and  had  fight  of  land  on  the 
northern  fide  towards  us,  that  did  join  unto  the  land  aforefaid,  all  compafled  about, 
and  we  know  that  it  had  about  in  depth  and  as  much  athwart :  we   named 

it  St.  Lunario's  Bay,  and  with  our  boats  we  went  to  the  cape  towards  the  north,  and 
found  the  fliore  fo  fliallov/,  that  at  the  fpace  of  a  league  from  the  land  there  was  but  a 
fathom  water.  OntheN.E.  fide  of  the  faid  cape,  about  feven  or  eight  leagues,  there 
is  another  cape  of  land,  in  the  midft  thereof  is  a  bay  fafliioned  triangle  wife,  very  deep, 
and  fo  far  off  as  we  could  ken  from  it,  the  fame  lieth  N.  E.  The  faid  bay  is  compaflTed 
about  with  fands  and  flielves  about  10  leagues  from  the  land,  and  there  is  but  two 
fathom  water.  From  the  faid  cape  to  the  bank  of  the  other,  there  is  about  1 5  leagues. 
We  being  acrofs  the  faid  capes,  difcovered  another  land  and  cape,  and  as  far  as  we 
could  k^n  it  lay  N.  by  E.  All  that  night  the  weather  was  very  ill,  and  great  winds, 
fo  that  we  were  conftrained  to  bear  a  fmall  fail  till  next  morning,  when  the  wind  came 
from  the  weft,  and  we  failed  northward  to  have  a  fight  of  the  land  that  we  had  left  on 
the  N.  E.  fide  above  the  low  lands,  above  which  high  and  low  lands  there  is  a  gulfe, 
or  breach,  in  fome  places  55  fathom  deep,  and  15  leagues  in  breadth.  By  reafon  of 
the  great  depth  and  breadth  of  the  gulfe,  and  change  of  the  lands,  we  were  in  great 
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hopes  that  we  fliould  find  a  paflage,  like  unto  the  paffage  of  the  Cafllcs.  The  faid  gulfe 
lieth  E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  The  ground  that  lieth  on  the  Ibuth  fide  of  the  faid  gulfe, 
is  as  good  and  eafy  to  be  manured,  and  full  of  as  goodly  fields  and  meadows,  as  any 
that  ever  we  have  feen,  as  plain  and  fmooth  as  any  die  :  and  that  which  lieth  on  the 
north  is  a  country  altogether  hilly,  full  of  woods  and  very  high  and  great  trees  of  fundry 
forts  :  among  the  reft  there  are  goodly  cedars,  and  fir  trees,  as  poffibly  can  be  feen, 
able  to  make  marts  for  fliips  of  300  ton  :  neither  did  we  fee  any  place  that  was  not 
full  of  the  faid  trees,  except  two  only  that  were  full  of  goodly  meadows,  with  two 
very  fair  lakes.     The  midft  of  the  faid  bay  is  47  degrees  and  a  half  in  latitude. 

The  cape  of  the  faid  fouth  land  was  called  the  Cape  of  Hope,  through  the  hope  that 
there  we  had  to  find  fome  paflage.  The  4Lh  July  we  w'ent  along  the  coaft  of  the  faid 
land  on  the  northerly  fide  to  find  fome  harbour,  where  we  entered  into  a  creek  altogether 
open  towards  the  fouth,  where  there  is  no  fuccour  againft  the  wind  :  we  thought  good 
to  name  it  S.  Martin's  Creek.  There  we  flayed  from  the  4th  of  July  until  the  1 2th. 
While  we  were  there,  on  Monday  being  the  6th  of  the  month,  fervice  being  done,  we 
with  one  of  our  boats  went  to  difcover  a  cape  and  point  of  land  that  on  the  weftern  fide 
was  about  feven  or  eight  leagues  from  us,  to  fee  which  way  it  did  bend,  and  being  within 
half  a  league  of  it,  we  faw  two  companies  of  boats  of  wild  men  going  from  one  land  to 
the  other  ;  their  boats  were  in  number  about  40  or  50,  one  part  of  which  came  to  the 
faid  point,  and  a  great  number  of  the  men  went  on  fhore  making  a  great  noife,  beckon- 
ing unto  us  that  we  fhould  come  on  land,  fliewing" certain  fkins  upon  pieces  of  wood, 
but  becaufe  we  had  but  one  only  boat  we  would  not  go  to  them,  but  went  to  the  other 
fide  lying  in  the  fea  :  they  feeing  us  flee  prepared  two  of  their  boats  to  follow  us,  with 
which  came  alfo  five  more  of  them  that  were  coming  from  the  fea  fide,  all  which  ap- 
proached near  unto  our  boat,  dancing  and  making  many  figns  of  joy  and  mirth,  as  it 
were  defiring  our  friendfhip,  faying  in  their  tongue  Napeu  tondamen  afllirtah,  with 
many  other  words  that  we  underftood  not.  But  becaufe,  as  we  have  faid,  that  we  had 
but  one  boat,  we  would  not  ftand  to  their  courtefy,  but  made  figns  unto  them  that  they 
fhould  turn  back,  which  they  would  not  do,  but  with  great  fury  came  towards  us,  and 
fuddenly  with  their  boats  compalTed  us  about.  And  becaufe  they  would  not  away  from  us 
by  any  figns  that  we  could  make,  we  (hot  off  two  pieces  among  them,  which  did  fo  terrify 
them,  that  they  put  themfelves  to  flight  towards  the  faid  point,  making  a  great  noife : 
and  having  ftaid  awhile,  they  began  anew,  even  as  at  firfl  to  come  to  us  again,  and 
being  come  near  to  our  boat,  we  ftruck  at  them  with  two  lances,  which  thing  was  fo 
great  a  terror  unto  them,  that  with  great  hafte  they  began  to  flee,  and  would  no  more 
follow  us. 

The  next  day  part  of  the  faid  wild  men  with  nine  of  their  boats,  came  to  the  point 
and  entrance  to  the  creek,  where  we  with  our  fliips  were  at  road.  We  being  adver- 
tifed  of  their  coming,  went  to  the  point  where  they  were  with  our  boats  :  but  fo  foon  as 
they  faw  us,  they  began  to  flee,  making  figns  that  they  came  to  traffick  with  us, 
Shewing  us  fuch  Ikins  as  they  cloathe  themfelves  withall,  which  are  of  fmall  value. 
We  likewife  made  figns  unto  them  that  we  wiflied  them  no  evil :  and  in  fign  thereof 
two  of  our  men  ventured  to  go  on  land  to  them,  and  carry  them  knives  with  other  iron 
wares,  and  a  red  hat  to  give  unto  their  captain.  Which  when  they  faw  they  alfo  came 
on  land,  and  brought  fome  of  their  fkins,  and  fo  began  to  deal  with  us ;  feeming  to  be 
very  glad  to  have  our  iron  wares  and  other  things,  ftill  dancing  with  many  other  cere- 
monies, as  with  their  hands  to  caft  fea  water  on  their  heads.  They  gave  us  whatfoever 
they  had,  not  keeping  any  thing,  fo  that  they  were  conftrained  to  go  back  again  naked,  and 
made  us  figns  that  the  next  day  they  would  come  again,  and  bring  more  ikins  with  them. 

4  M  2  Upon 
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Upon  the  8th  of  the  month,  becaufe  the  wind  was  not  good  to  go  out  with  our  fliips, 
vefet  our  boats  in  a  readinefs  to  go  to  difcover  the  faid  bay,  and  that  day  we  went  25 
leagues  within  it.  The  next  day  the  wind  and  weather  being  fair,  we  failed  until  noon, 
in  which  time  we  had  notice  of  a  great  part  of  the  faid  bay,  and  how  that  over  the  low 
lands  there  were  other  lands  with  high  mountains  :  but  feeing  that  there  was  no  paffage 
at  all,  we  began  to  turn  back  again  taking  our  way  along  the  coaft  :  and  failin^^-  we  faw 
certain  wild  men  that  flood  upon  the  fhore  of  a  lake,  that  is  among  the  lo^\'  grounds, 
who  were  making  fires  and  fmokes  :  we  went  thither  and  found  that  there  was  a  chan- 
nel  of  the  fea  that  did  enter  into  the  lake,  and  fetting  our  boats  at  one  of  the  banks  of 
the  channel,  the  wild  men  with  one  of  their  boats  came  unto  us,  and  brought  us  pieces 
of  feals  ready  foddeii,  putting  them  upon  pieces  of  wood  :  then  retiring  themfelves  they 
would  make  figns  unto  us,  that  they  did  give  them  us.  We  fent  two  men  unto  them, 
with  hatchets,  knives,  beads,  and  fuch  other  like  ware,  whereat  they  were  very  glad  ; 
and  by  and  by,  in  clufters  they  came  to  the  fhore,  where  we  were,  in  boats,  bringing 
with  them  Ikins  and  other  fuch  things  as  they  had,  to  have  of  our  wares.  They  were 
more  than  300  men,  women,  and  children,  fome  of  the  women  which  came  not  over, 
we  miglit  fee  fland  up  to  their  knees  in  water,  finging  and  dancing  :  the  other  that  had 
pafTed  the  river  where  we  were,  came  very  friendly  to  us  rubbing  our  arms  with  their 
own  hands,  then  would  they  lift  them  up  toward  heaven,  fhewing  many  figns  of  glad' 
nefs  :  and  in  fuch  wife  were  we  alTured  one  of  another,  that  we  very  familiarly  began  to 
trafEc  for  whatfoever  they  had,  till  they  had  nothing  but  their  naked  bodies  :  fo  they 
gave  us  all,  whatfoever  they  had,  and  that  was  but  of  fmall  value.  We  perceived  that 
this  people  might  very  eafily  be  converted  to  our  religion.  They  go  from  place  to  place, 
they  live  only  with  fifhing.  They  have  an  ordinary  time  to  fifh  for  their  provifion.  The 
country  is  hotter  than  the  country  of  Spain,  and  the  faireft  that  can  pofTibly  be  found, 
altogether  fmooth  and  level.  There  is  no  place  be  it  never  fo  little,  but  it  hath  fome 
trees,  (yea  albeit  it  be  fandy),  or  elfe  is  full  of  wild  corn,  that  hath  an  ear  hke  unto  rye : 
the  corn  is  like  oats,  and  fmall  peafon  as  thick  as  if  they  had  been  fowed  and  ploughed, 
white  and  red  goofeberries,  ftrawberries,  blackberries,  Nvhite  and  red  rofes,  with  many 
other  flowers  of  fweet  and  pleafant  fmell.  There  be  alfo  piany  goodly  meadows  full 
of  grafs,  and  lakes  wherein  great  plenty  of  falmons  be.  They  call  a  hatchet  in  their 
tongue  Cochi,  and  a  knife  Bacon.    We  named  it  the  Bay  of  Heat. 

Being  certified  that  there  was  no  paffage  through  the  faid  bay,  we  hoifled  fail  and 
went  from  S.  Martin's  Creek  on  Sunday  the  1 2th  July,  to  go  and  difcover  further 
beyond  the  faid  bay,  and  went  along  the  fea  coafl  eaflwards  about  18  leagues,  till  we 
came  to  the  Cape  of  Prato,  where  we  found  the  tide  very  great,  but  fhallow  ground, 
and  the  fea  ftorm  fo,  that  we  were  conftrained  to  draw  towards  fhore,  between  the  faid 
cape  and  an  ifland  lying  eaflward  about  a  league  from  the  faid  cape,  where  we  cafl 
anchor  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  we  hoifled  fail  to  trend  the  faid  coafl  about, 
which  lyeth  N.N.E.  but  there  rofe  fuch  a  flormy  and  raging  wind  againfl  us,  that  we 
were  reflrained  to  come  to  the  place  again,  from  whence  we  were  come.  There  did  we 
flay  all  that  day  till  the  next  that  we  hoifled  up  fail,  and  came  to  the  midfl  of  a  river 
five  or  fix  leagues  from  the  Cape  of  Prato  northward,  and  being  overathwart  the  faid 
river,  there  arofe  again  a  contrary  wind,  with  great  fogs  and  florms,  fo  that  we  were 
conftrained  upon  the  14th  to  enter  into  the  faid  river,  and  there  did  we  flay  till  the 
16th,  looking  for  fair  weather  to  come  out  of  it  ;  on  which  day  the  wind  became  fo 
raging  that  one  of  our  fhips  lofl  an  anchor,  and  we  were  conftrained  to  go  up  higher 
into  the  river,  fevea.or  eight  leagues,  into  a  good  harbour  and  ground,  that  we  with 
our  boats  found  out,  and  through  the  evil  weather,  tempeil,  and  darknefs  that  was, 

we 
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•we  ftaid  in  the  faid  harbour  till  the  25th  of  the  month,  not  beinjT  able  to  put  out:  in 
the  mean  time  we  faw  a  great  multitude  of  wild  men  that  were  fifliing  for  mackerels, 
whereof  there  is  great  flore.     Their  boats  were  about  40,  and  the  pcrfons  what  with 
men,  women,  and  children  200  :  which  after  they  had  hanted  our  company  a  while, 
they  came  very  familiarly  with  their  boats  to  the  fides  of  our  fhips  ;  we   gave  them 
knives,  combs,  beads  of  glafs,  and  other  trifles  of  fmall  value,  for  which  they  made 
many  figns  of  gladnefs,  lifting  their  hands  up  to  heaven,  dancing  and  Tinging  in  their 
boats.     Thefe  mien  may  very  well  and  truly  be  called  wild,  becaufe  there  is  no  poorer 
people  in  the  world.     For  I  think  all  they  had  together  bcfides  their  boats  and   nets, 
was  not  worth  five  fous.     They  go  altogether  naked,  faving  their  privities,  which  are 
covered  with  a  little  fkin,  and  certiiin  old  fkins  which  they  call  upon  them.     Neither  in 
nature  nor  in  language,  do  they  in  any  whit  agree  with  them  we  faw  firft  :   their  heads 
be  altogether  fhaven,  except  one  bufh  of  hair,  which  they  futfer  to  grow  on  the  top  of 
their  crown,  as  long  as  a  horfe's  tail,  and  then  with  certain  leather  Itrings  bind  it  in  a 
knot  upon  their  heads.     They  have  no  other  dwelling  but  their  boats,  which  they  turn 
upllde  down,  and  under  them  they  lay  themielves  all  along  upon  the  bare  ground. 
They  eat  their  flefh  almoft  raw,  fave  only  that  they  heat  it  a  little  upon  fome  embers  of 
coals  :  fo  do   they  their  fifh.     Upon  Magdalen's  day,  we  with  our  boats  went  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  freely  went  on  fhore  among  them,  whereat  they  made  many 
figns,  and  all  their  men  in  two  or  three  companies  began  to  fing  and  dance,  feeming  to 
be  very  glad  of  our  coming.     They  had  caufed  all  the  young  women  to  flee  into  the 
wood,  two  or  three  excepted,  that  flaid  with  them,  to  each  of  which  we  gave  a  comb, 
and  a  little  bell  made  of  tin,  for  v/hich  they  were  very  glad,  thanking  our  captiiin, 
rubbing  his  arms  and  breafts  with  their  hands.     When  the  men  faw  us  give  fomething 
to  thofe  that  had  flayed,  it  caufed  all  the  reft  to  come  out  of  the  wood,  to  the  end  they 
Ihould  have  as  much  as  the  others.     Thefe  women  were  about  20,  who  altogether  in  a 
knot  fell  upon  our  captain,  touching  and  rubbing  him  with  their  hands,  according  to 
their  manner  of  cheriihing  and  maldng  much  of  one,  who  gave  to  each  of  them  a  little 
tin  bell  :  then  f  uddenly  they  began  to  dance  and  fing  many  fongs.  There  we  found  great 
flore  of  mackrels,  that  they  had  taken,  upon  the  fhore,  with  certain  nets  that  they  make 
to  fifh,  of  a  kind  of  hemp  that  groweth  in  that  place  where  ordinarily  they  abide  ;  for 
they  never  come  to  the  fea  but  only  in  fifhing  time.     As   far  as  I  underftand,  there 
groweth  hkewife  a  kind  of  millet  as  big  as  peafon,  like  unto  that  which  groweth  in 
Brafil,  which  they  eat  inflead  of  bread.     They  had  great  ftore  of  it,  they  call  it  in  their 
tongue   Kapaige.     1  hey  have  alfo  prunes  (that  is  to  fay  damfons)  which  they  dry  for 
winter  as  we  do ;  they  call  them  Honefla.     They  have  alfo   figs,  nuis,  apples,  and 
other  fruits  and  beans.     If  we  Ihewed  them  any  thing  that  they  have  not,  nor  know  not 
what  it  is,  fhaking  their  heads,  they  will  fay  Nohda,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  they 
have  it  not,  nor  they  know  it  not.     Of  thofe  things  they  have  they  would  with  figns 
ftiew  us  how  to  drefs  them,  and  how  they  grow.     They  eat  nothing  that  has  any  tafte 
of  fait.     They  are  very  great  thieves,  for  they  Avill  filch  and  fteal  whaifoever  they  can 
lay  hold  of,  and  all  is  fifh  that  cometh  to  net. 

Upon  the  24th  of  the  month  we  caufed  a  fair  high  crofs  to  be  made  of  the  height  of 
30  feet,  which  was  made  in  the  prefence  of  many  of  them,  upon  the  point  of  the  en- 
trance of  the  faid  haven,  in  the  midft  whereof  we  hiuiged  up  a  fhield  with  three  fleur  de 
luces  in  it,  and  in  the  top  was  carved  in  the  wood  with  antique  letters  tiiis  pofie. 
Vive  le  Roi  de  France.  Then  before  them  all  we  let  it  upon  the  faid  po  nt. 
They  with  great  heed  beheld  both  the  making  and  letting  of  it  up.  So  loc-n  as  it 
was  up,  we  altogether  kneeled  dov/n  befbre  them,  with  cur  hands  towards  heaven, 
yielding  Govl  thanks.     And  we  made  figns  unto  thera^  fhewi;i^  them  the  heavens  aixd 

?  that 
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that  all  our  falvatlon  depended  only  on  him  which  in  them  dwelleth  :  whereat  they 
ftewed  a  great  admiration,  looking  fini  at  one  another,  and  then  upon  the  crofs. 
And  after  we  were  returned  to  our  fhips,  their  captain  clad  with  an  old  bear's  fkin, 
w  ith  three  of  his  fons,  and  brother  of  his  with  him,  came  unto  us  in  one  of  their  boats, 
but  they  came  not  fo  near  us-as  they  were  wont  to  do  :  there  he  made  a  long  oration 
to  us,  fliewing  us  the  crofs  we  had  let  up,  and  making  a  crofs  with  two  fingers,  then 
did  he  fnew  us  all  the  country  about  us,  as  if  he  would  fay  that  all  was  his,  and  that 
we  fhould  not  fet  up  any  crofs  without  his  leave.  His  talk  being  ended  we  fhewed 
to  him  an  axe,  faining  that  we  would  give  it  him  for  his  Ikin.  to  which  he  liftened,  for 
by  little  and  little  he  came  near  to  our  fhips.  One  of  our  fellows  that  was  in  our  boat, 
took  hold  on  theirs,  and  fuddenly  leaped  into  it,  with  two  or  three  more,  who  en- 
forced them  to  enter  into  our  fliips  whereat  they  were  greatly  aftonilhed.  But  our 
captain  did  ftraightways  afl'ure  them,  that  they  Ihould  have  no  harm,  nor  any  injury 
offered  them  at  all,  and  entertained  them  very  freely,  making  them  eat  and  drink. 
Then  did  we  fhew  them  with  figns,  that  the  crofs  was  but  only  fet  up  to  be  as  a  light 
and  leader  which  ways  to  enter  into  the  port,  and  that  we  Ihould  fliortly  come  again, 
and  bring  good  (lore  of  iron  wares  and  other  things,  but  that  we  would  take  two  of 
his  children  with  us,  and  afterwards  bring  them  to  the  faid  port  again,  and  fo  we 
cloathed  two  of  them  in  (hirts,  and  coloured  coats,  with  red  caps,  and  put  about  every 
one's  neck  a  copper  chain,  whereat  they  were  greatly  contented  :  then  gave  they  their 
old  cloaths  to  their  fellows  that  went  back  again,  and  we  gave  to  each  one  of  thofe 
three  that  went  back,  a  hatchet  and  fome  knives,  which  made  them  very  glad.  After 
thefe  were  gone  and  had  told  the  news  unto  their  fellows,  in  the  afternoon  there  came 
to  our  fliips  fix  boats  of  them,  with  five  or  fix  men  in  every  one,  to  take  their  fare- 
wells of  thofe  two  we  had  detained  to  take  with  us,  and  brought  them  fome  fifh,  utter- 
ing many  words  which  we  did  not  under fland,  "making  figns  that  they  would  not  remove 
the  crofs  we  had  fet  up. 

The  next  day,  being  the  25th  of  the  month,  we  had  fair  weather  and  went  from  the 
faid  port  :  and  being  out  of  the  river  we  failed  N.  N.  E.  for  after  the  entrance  into  the 
faid  river,  the  land  is  environed  about,  and  maketh  a  bay  in  manner  of  half  a  circle, 
where  being  in  our  Ihips,  we  might  fee  all  the  coaft  failing  behind,  which  we  came  to 
feek  ;  the  land  lying  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  the  courfe  of  which  was  diflant  from  the  river 
about  20  leagues.  ^ 

On  the  27th  of  the  month,  about  fun  fet  we  went  along  the  faid  land,  as  we  have 
faid,  lying  S.  E.  and  N.W.  till  the  29th  that  we  faw  another  cape  where  the  land  be- 
ginneth  to  bend  toward  the  eafl.  We  went  along  about  1 5  leagues,  then  doth  the  land 
begin  to  turn  northward.  About  three  leagues  from  the  faid  cape  we  founded  and 
found  24  fathom  water.  The  faid  lands  are  plain,  and  the  faireft  and  moft  without 
woods  that  we  have  feen,  with  goodly  green  fields  and  meadows.  We  named  the  faid 
cape,  S.  Alvife  Cape,  becaufe  that  was  his  day  ;  it  is  in  49  degrees  and  a  half  latitude. 
On  that  morning  we  were  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  cape  ;  and  being  almofl  night  we  went 
northwcftv/ard  to  approach  near  to  the  faid  land,  which  trendeth  north  and  fouth.  From 
S.  Alvife  Cape  to  another  called  Cape  Memorancy,  about  1 5  leagues,  the  land  be- 
gninetii  to  bend  N.  W.  About  three  leagues  from  ihe  faid  cape  we  would  needs  found, 
but  we  could  find  no  ground  at  150  fathom,  yet  went  we  along  the  faid  land  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  latitude  of  50  degrees.  On  the  firfl  of  Augull  by  fun  rifing  we  had 
certain  other  lands  lying  N.  and  N.  E.  that  were  very  high  and  craggy,  and  ieemed  to 
be  mountains  :  between  w  hich  were  other  low  lands  with  woods  and  rivers  :  we  went 
about  the  faid  lands  as  well  on  the  one  fide  as  the  other,  flill  bending  N.  W.  to  fee  if  it 
were  cither  a  gulfe  or  a  paffage  till  the  5th  of  the  month.     The  diftance  from  one  land 

to 
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to  the  Other  IS  about  15  leagues.  The  middle  hetween  them  both  is  50  dcg.  20  min.  in 
latitude.  "We  had  much  ado  to  go  five  miles  further  the  winds  were  fo  great,  and  the 
tide  againft  us  ;  and  at  five  miles  end  we  niight  piaiidy  perceive  land  on  both  fides, 
which  there  beginneth  to  fpread  itfelf,  but  bccaule  we  rather  fell  than  got  away  againft 
the  wind,  we  went  toward  land,  purpofing  to  go  to  another  cape  of  land  lying  fouth- 
ward,  whicli  was  the  farthermoft  out  into  the  land  that  we  could  fee,  about  five  leagues 
from  us,  but  lb  fuon  as  we  came  thitlier,  we  found  it  to  be  nought  elfe  but  rocks,  ftones, 
and  craggy  clifi^s,  fuch  as  we  had  not  found  any  where  fince  we  had  fa'led  fouthward 
from  S.  John's  Cape  :  and  then  was  the  tide  with  us,  which  carried  us  pgainft  the  wind 
weftward,  fo  that  as  we  were  failing  along  the  faid  coalt,  one  of  our  boats  touched  a 
rock,  and  fuddenly  went  over,  but  we  were  conflrained  to  leap  out  for  to  direft  it 
according  to  the  tide. 

After  we  had  failed  along  tlie  faid  coaft  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  behold  the  tide 
began  to  turn  againft  us  with  fo  fwift  and  raging  a  courfe,  that  it  was  not  poflible  for 
us,  with  1 3  oars  to  row  or  get  one  ftone's  cail  further :  fo  that  we  were  conflrained  to 
leave  our  boats  with  fome  of  our  men  to  guard  them,  and  10  or  12  men  went  afhore  to 
the  faid  cape,  where  we  found   that  the  land  beginneth  to  bend  S.W.  which  having 
feen  we  came  to  our  boats  again,  and  fo  to  our  fliips,  which  were  ftill  ready  under  tail 
hoping  to  go  forward  :  but  for  all  that  they  were  fallen  more  than  four  leagues  to  lee- 
ward from  the  place  where  we  had  left  them,  where  fo  foon  as  we  came,  we  afl'embled 
together  all  our  captains,  mafters,  and  mariners,  to  have  their  advice  and  opinion  what 
was  befl  to  be  done :  and  after  that  every  one  had  faid,  confidering  that  the  eaflerly 
winds  began  to  bear  fway  and  blow,  and  that  the  flood  was  fo  great  we  did  but  fall, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  gotten  and  that  ftorms  and  tempefls  began  to  reign  in 
Newfoundland,  and  that  we  were  [o  far  from  home,  not  knowing  the  perils  and  dangers 
that  were  behind,  for  either  we  mufl  agree  to  return  home  again,  or  elfe  to  ftay  there 
all  the  year.     Moreover  we  did  confider  that  if  the  northern  winds  did  take  us,  it  were 
not  poflible  for  us  to  depart  thence.     All  which  opinions  being  heard  and  confidered, 
we  altogether  determined  to  addrefs  ourfelves  homeward.    Now  becaufe  upon  S.  Peter's 
day  we  entered  into  the  faid  fl:raight,  we  named  it  S.  Peter's'^traight.     We  founded  it 
in  many  places,  in  fome  we  found  150  fathom,  in  fome  100,  and  near  the  fliore  60, 
arid  clear  ground.     From  that  day  till  Wednefday  following  we  had  a  good   and 
profperous  gale  of  wind,  fo  that  we  trended  the  faid  north  fliore  E.  S.  E.   W.  N.  W. 
for  fuch  is  the  fituation  of  it,  except  one  cape  of  low  lands  that  bendeth  more  toward 
the  S  E.  about  25  leagues  from  the  flraight.     In  this  place  we  faw  certain  fmokes  that 
the  people  of  the  country  made  upon  the  fi\id  cape,  but  becaufe  the  wind  blew   us 
toward  the  coail  we  went  not  to  them,  which  when  they  faw  they  came  with  two  boats 
and  twelve  men  unto  us,  and  as  freely  came  unto  our  fhips,  as  if  they  had  been  French- 
men, and  gave  us  to  underftand  that  they  came  from  the  great  gulfe,  and  that  Tiennot 
was  their  captain,  who  then  was  upon  that  cape  maldng  figns  unto  us,  that  they  were 
going  home  to  their  countries  whence  we  were  come  with  our  fliips,  and  that  they  were 
laden  with  fifli.     We  named  the  faid  cape,  Cape  Tiennot.     From  the  faid  cape  all  the 
land  tiendeth  E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W.    All  thefe  lands  lie  low,  very  pleafant  environed 
with  fand,  where  the  fea  is  intermingled  with  marflies  and  fliallows,  the  fpace  of  20 
leagues :  then  doth  the  land  begin  to  trend  from  wefl;  to  E.  N.  E.  altogether  environed 
with  iflands  two  or  three  leagues  from  land,  in  which  as  fir  as  we  could  fee  are  many 
dangerous  flioals  more  than  four  or  five  leagues  from  land. 

From  the  faid  Wednefday  until  Saturday  following  we  had  a  great  wind  from  the 
S.  W.  which  caufcd  us  to  run  E.  N.  £.  on  which  day  we  came  to  the  eaflerly  parts  of 
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Newfoundland,  betv/een  the  granges  and  the  double  cape  :  there  began  great  fl.ormy 
winds  coming  from  the  eafl  with  great  rage  ;  wherefore  we  coafted  the  cape  N.  N.  W. 
to  fearchthe  northern  parts,  which  is  (as  we  have  faid)  all  environed  with  iflands  ;  and 
being  near  the  faid  iflands  and  land,  the  wind  turned  into  the  fouth,  which  brought  us 
within  the  faid  gulfe,  fo  that  the  next  day,  being  the  9th  of  Augufl,  we  by  the  grace  of 
God  entered  within  the  White  Sands.  And  this  is  fo  much  as  we  have  difcovered.  After 
that  upon  the  15th  of  Augufl:,  we  altogether  departed  from  the  port  of  White  Sands, 
and  with  a  happy  and  a  profperous  weather,  we  came  into  the  middle  of  the  fea,  that  is 
between  Newfoundland  and  Britany.  In  which  place  we  were  tofled  and  turmoiled 
three  days  long  with  great  ftorms  and  windy  tempefts  coming  from  the  eaft,  which  with 
the  aid  and  affiftance  of  God  we  fuifered  :  then  had  we  fair  weather,  and  upon  the 
5th  of  September,  in  the  faid  year,  we  came  to  the  port  of  S.  Mala  whence  we 
departed. 


A  fillORT 


(    641     ) 


A    SnonT    AND    BRIEF    NAUnATIOX 

er  THE 

NAVIGATION  MADE  BY  THE  COMMANDMENT  OF  THE   KING  OF  FRANCE. 

TO   THE 

ISLANDS    OF    CANADA,    HOCHELAGA,   SAGUENAY,    AND   DIVERS 
OTHERS,  WHICH  NOW  ARE  CALLED  NEW  FRANCE ; 

WITH  THE  PARTICULAR  CUSTOMS  AKD  MANNERS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREIN.* 

TN  the  year  of  our  Lord  1535,  upon  Whitfunday,  being  the  16th  of  May,  by  the 
-■■  commandment  of  our  Captain  James  Cartier,  and  with  a  common  accord,  in  the 
cathedral  church  of  S.  Malo,  we  devoutly  each  one  confefled  ourfelves,  and  received 
the  facrament :  and  all  entering  into  the  choir  of  the  faid  church,  we  prefented  our- 
felves before  the  reverend  father  in  Chrift,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  S.  Malo,  who  bleflfed 
us  all,  being  in  his  bifhop's  robes.  The  Wednefday  following,  being  the  1  gth  of 
May,  there  arofe  a  good  gale  of  wind,  and  therefore  we  hoifted  fail  with  three  fliips, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Great  Hermina,  being  in  burthen,  about  100  or  120  ton,  wherein 
the  aforefaid  Captain  James  Cartier  was  general,  and  Mafter  Thomas  Frofmont  chief 
mafter,  accompanied  with  Mafter  Claudius  de  Pont  Briand,  fon  to  the  Lord  of 
Montceuell,  and  cup-bearer  to  the  dauphin  of  France,  Charles  of  Pomeraces,  John 
Powlet,  and  other  gentlemen.  In  the  fecond  fliip  called  the  Little  Hermina,  being  of 
three-fcore  ton  burthen,  were  Captains,  under  the  faid  Cartier,  Mace  Salobert,  and 
Mafter,  William  Marie.  In  the  third  fliip  called  the  Hermerillon,  being  of  40  ton  in 
burthen,  were  Captains  M.  William  Britton  and  M.  James  Maingare.  So  we  failed 
with  a  good  and  profperous  wind,  until  the  20th  of  the  faid  month,  at  which  time  the 
weather  turned  into  ftorms  and  tempefts,  the  which  with  contrary  winds  and  darknefs, 
endured  fo  long,  that  our  fhips  being  without  any  reft,  fuft'ered  as  much  as  any  fhips 
that  ever  went  on  feas :  fo  that  the  25th  of  June,  by  reafon  of  that  foul  and  foggy 
weather,  all  our  fliips  loft  fight  of  one  another  again  till  we  came  to  Newfoundland, 
where  we  appointed  to  m.eet.  After  we  had  loft  one  another,  we  in  the  general's  fliip 
were  with  contrary  winds  toft  to  and  fro  on  the  fea,  until  the  7th  of  July,  upon  which 
day  we  arrived  at  Newfoundland,  and  came  to  the  ifland  called  the  Illand  of  Birds, 
which  lyeth  from  the  main  land  14  leagues.  This  ifland  is  fo  full  of  birds,  that  all  our 
fliips  might  have  been  freighted  with  them,  and  yet  from  the  great  number  that  there  is, 
it  would  not  feem  that  any  were  taken  away.  We  to  viftual  ourfelves  filled  two  boats 
of  them.  This  ifland  hath  the  pole  elevated  49  deg.  40  min.  Upon  the  8th  of  the 
faid  month  we  failed  further,  and  with  a  profperous  weather  came  to  the  port  called 
the  Port  of  White  Sands,  that  is  in  the  Bay  called  the  Bay  of  Caftels,  where  we  had 
purpofed  to  meet  and  ftay  together  the  15th  of  the  faid  month.  In  this  place  therefore 
we  looked  for  our  fellows,  that  is  to  fay,  the  other  two  fhips,  till  the  26th,  on  which 
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day  both  came  together.  So  foon  as  our  fellows  were  come  we  fet  our  fiv'ps  in  a  readl- 
nels,  taking  in  water,  wood,  and  other  necefTaries,  and  then  on  the  29th  of  the  faid 
month,  we  hoiited  fail  to  pafs  on  further,  and  failing  along  the  northern  coafl,  that 
runneth  N.E.  and  S.  Vr.  till  two  hours  after  fun-let  or  thereabouts,  then  we  croffed 
along  two  ir.ands,  which  do  ftretch  further  forth  than  the  others,  which  we  called 
S.  William's  Iflands,  being  diflant  about  20  leagues  or  more  from  the  port  of  Bred. 
All  the  coaft  from  the  Caftels  to  that  place  lyeth  call  and  weft,  N.E.  and  S.  W.  having 
between  it,  fundry  little  iflands  altogether  barren  and  full  of  Hones,  without  either  earth 
or  trees,  except  certain  valleys  only.  The  ntxt  day  being  the  30th  of  July,  we  failed 
on  wellward,  to  lind  out  other  iflands,  which  as  yet  we  had  not  found,  12  leagues  and 
a  half:  among  which  there  is  a  great  bay  towards  the  north,  all  full  of  iflands  and  great 
creeks,  where  many  good  harbours  feem  to  be  :  them  we  named  S.  Martha's  Iflands, 
from  vvhich  about  a  league  and  a  half  into  the  fea,  there  is  a  dangerous  (hallow,  wherein 
are  five  rocks,  which  lie  from  S.  Martha's  Iflands  about  feven  leagues,  as  you  pafs  into 
the  faid  iflands,  on  the  eaft  and  on  the  weft  fide,  to  which  we  came  the  faid  day,  about 
an  hour  after  noon,  and  from  that  hour  until  morning  we  failed  about  15  leagues 
athwart  a  cape  of  the  lower  iflands,  which  we  named  S.  German's  Ifland,  fouth-eaftward, 
from  which  place  about  three  leagues  there  is  a  very  dangerous  fhallow.  Likewife  be- 
tween S.  German's  Cape  and  S.  Martha's,  about  two  leagues  from  the  faid  iflands,  there 
lyeth  a  bank  of  fand,  upon  which  bank  the  water  is  but  four  fethom  deep,  and  there- 
fore feeing  the  danger  of  the  coaft,  we  ftruck  fail  and  went  no  further  that  night.  The 
next  day  being  the  laft  of  July,  we  went  all  along  the  coaft  that  runneth  eaft  and  weft, 
and  fomewhat  fouth-eafterly,  which  is  all  environed  about  with  iflands  and  dry  fands, 
and  in  truth  is  very  dangerous. 

The  length  from  S.  German's  Cape  to  the  faid  iflands  is  about  17  leagues  and  a  half, 
at  the  end  of  which  there  is  a  goodly  plot  of  ground  full  of  huge  and  high  trees,  albeit 
the  reft  of  the  coaft  is  compafled  about  with  fands,  without  any  fign  or  fliow  of  har- 
bour, till  we  came  to  Cape  Thiennot,  which  trendeth  N.  W.  about  feven  leagues  from 
the  forefaid  iflands,  which  Cape  Thiennot  we  noted  in  our  former  voyage,  and  there- 
fore we  failed  on  all  that  night  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  till  it  was  day,  and  then  the  wind 
turned  againft  us,  wherefore  we  went  to  feek  a  haven,  wherein  we  might  harbour  our 
fliips,  and  by  good  hap  found  one  for  our  purpofe  about  feven  leagues  and  a  half  be- 
yond Cape  Thiennot,  and  that  we  named  S.  Nicholas  Haven  ;  it  lyeth  amidft  four  iflands 
that  ftretch  into  the  fea  :  upon  the  neareft  we  for  a  token  fet  up  a  wooden  crofs.  But 
note  by  the  way  that  this  crofs  muft  be  brought  N.  E.  and  then  bending  toward  it,  leave 
it  on  the  left  hand,  and  you  fhall  find  fix  fathom  water,  and  within  the  haven  four. 
Alfo  you  are  to  take  heed  of  two  flielves  that  lean  outward  half  a  league. 

AH  this  coaft  is  full  of  flioals  and  very  dangerous,  albeit  in  fight  many  good  havens 
feem  to  be  there,  yet  is  there  nought  elfe  but  ftielves  and  fands.  We  ftaid  and  refted 
ourfelves  in  the  faid  haven  until  the  7th  of  Auguft,  on  which  day  we  hoifted  fail  and 
came  toward  land  on  the  fouth  fide  toward  Cape  Rabaft,  diftant  from  the  faid  haven 
about  20  leagues  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.,  but  the  next  day  there  rofe  a  ftormy  and  con- 
trary wind,  and  becaufe  we  could  find  no  haven  there  toward  the  fouth,  thence  we 
went  coafting  along  toward  the  north,  beyond  the  aforefaid  haven  about  ten  leagues, 
where  we  found  a  goodly  great  gulfe,  full  of  iflands,  paflages,  and  entrances  towards 
what  wind  foever  you  pleafe  to  bend  :  for  the  knowledge  of  this  gulfe  there  is  a  great 
ifland  that  is  like  to  a  cape  of  land,  ftretching  fomewhat  further  forth  than  the  others, 
and  about  two  leagues  within  the  land  there  is  a  hill,  fafhioned  as  it  were  a  heap  of 
corn.     Wc  named  the  faid  gulph  S.  Laurence's  Bay. 

The 
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The  1 2th  of  the  faid  month  we  went  from  the  faid  S.  Laurence's  Bay,  or  gulfe,  Aiifing 
welhvard,  and  difcovered  a  cape  of  land  toward  the  fouth,  that  runnetli  weft  and  by 
fouth,  diftant  from  the  faid  S.  Laurence's  Bay  about  25  leagues. 

And  of  the  two  wild  men  we  took  in  our  former  voyage,  it  was  told  us,  that  this 
was  part  of  the  fouthern  coaft,  and  that  there  was  an  ifland,  on  the  foutherly  part  of 
which,  is  the  way  to  go  from  Honguedo  (where  the  year  before  we  had  taken  them) 
to  Canada,  and  that  two  days  journey  from  the  faid  cape  and  ifland,  began  the  king- 
dom of  Saguenay,  on  the  north  fliore  extending  towards  Canada;  and  about  three 
leagues  athwart  the  faid  cape,  there  is  100  fathom  water.  Moreover,  I  believe  there 
were  never  fo  many  whales  feen  as  we  faw  that  day  about  the  faid  cape. 

The  next  day,  the  15th,  having  pafled  the  ftreight,  we.had  notice  of  certain  lands 
that  we  left  towards  the  fouth,  which  lands  are  full  of  very  great  and  high  hills,  and 
this  cape  we  named  the  Ifland  of  the  AflTumption  ;  and  one  cape  of  the  faid  high  coun- 
ti'ies,  lyeth  E.N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  the  diftancc  between  which  is  about  25  leagues. 
The  countries  lying  north  may  plainly  be  perceived  to  be  higher  than  the  foutherly, 
more  than  30  leagues  in  length. 

We  trended  the  faid  lands  about  towards  the  fouth  :  from  «iie  faid  day  until  Tuefday 
noon  following,  the  wind  came  weft,  and  therefore  we  bended  towards  the  north,  pur- 
pofing  to  go  and  fee  the  land  that  we  before  had  fpied. 

Being  arrived  there  we  found  the  faid  lands,  as  it  were,  joined  together  and  low 
towards  the  fea.  And  the  northerly  mountains  that  are  upon  the  faid  low  lands  ftretch 
eaft  and  weft,  and  a  quarter  of  the  fouth.  Our  wild  men  told  us,  that  there  was  the 
beginning  of  Saguenay,  and  that  it  was  land  inhabited,  and  that  thence  cometh  the  red 
copper,  of  them  named  Caignetdaze, 

There  is  between  the  foutherly  lands  and  the  northerly,  about  30  leagues  diftance, 
and  more  than  2co  fathom  depth.  The  faid  men  did  moreover  certify  unto  us,  that 
there  was  the  way  and  beginning  of  the  great  river  of  Hochelaga,  and  ready  way  to 
Canada,  which  river  the  farther  it  vv-ent,  the  narrower  it  came,  even  unto  Canada,  and 
that  then  there  was  frefli  water,  which  went  fo  far  upwards,  that  they  had  never  heard 
of  any  man  who  had  gone  to  the  head  of  it,  and  that  there  is  no  other  paflfage  but  with 
fmall  boats.  Our  captain  hearing  their  talk,  and  how  thev  did  affirm  no  other  paflage 
to  be  there,  would  not  at  that  time  proceed  any  farther,  till  he  had  feen  and  noted  the 
other  lands  and  coaft  towards  the  north,  which  he  had  omitted  to  fee  from  S.  Lau- 
rence's Gulfe,  becaufe  he  would  know  if  between  the  lands  towards  the  north  any 
palfage  might  be  difcovered. 

Upon  the  28th  of  Auguft,  our  captain  caufed  his  fliips  to  wind  back  and  bend  toward 
the  other  fliore  ;  fo  that  we  trended  the  faid  northerly  coaft,  which  runneth  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  being  fafliioned  like  unto  half  a  bow,  and  is  very  high  land,  but  yet  not  fo  high 
as  that  on  the  fouth  parts.  The  next  day  we  came  to  feven  very  high  iflands,  which 
we  named  the  Round  lllands.  Thefe  iflands  are  diftant  from  the  fouth  fliore  about  40 
leagues,  and  ftretch  out  into  the  fea  about  three  or  four  leagues.  Againft  thefe  there 
are  goodly  low  grounds  to  be  feen  full  of  goodly  trees,  which  we  on  the  20th,  with  our 
boats  compafl'ed  about. 

Overthwatt  thefe  lands  there  are  divers  fandy  fhelves,  more  than  two  leagues  into  the 
fea,  very  dangerous,  which  at  low  water  remain  almoft  dry.  At  the  furtheft  bounds 
of  thefe  low  iflands,  that  contain  about  ten  leagues,  there  is  a  river  of  frefli  water  that 
with  fuch  fwiftnefs  runneth  into  the  fea,  that  for  the  fpace  of  one  league  within  it,  the 
water  is  as  frefli  as  any  fountain  water.  We  with  our  boats  entered  into  the  faid  river, 
at  the  entrance  of  which  we  found  about  one  fathom  and  a  half  of  water.     There  are  in 
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this  river  many  filhes  fhaped  like  horfes,  which,  as  our  wild  men  told  us,  all  the  day 
long  lie  in  the  water,  and  the  night  on  land :  of  which  we  faw  therein  a  great 
number. 

The  next  day,  being  the  2ifi:  of  the  month,  by  break  of  day  we  hoifted  fail,  and 
failed  fo  long  along  the  faid  coaft,  that  we  had  fight  of  the  reft  of  the  faid  northern 
coaft,  which  as  yet  we  had  not  feen,  and  of  the  Ifland  of  the  Afl'umption  which  we 
went  to  difcover,  departing  from  the  faid  land  :  which  thing 'fo  done  as  we  had  done, 
and  that  we  were  certified  no  other  paffage  to  be  there,  we  came  to  our  {hips  again, 
which  we  had  left  at  the  faid  iflands,  where  is  a  good  harbour,  the  water  being  about 
nine  or  ten  fathom. 

In  the  fame  place  by  reafon  of  contrary  winds  and  foggy  mifts,  we  were  conftrained 
to  (lay,  not  being  able  either  to  come  out  of  It,  or  hoift  fail,  till  the  24th  of  the  month. 
On  which  day  we  departed  and  came  to  a  haven  on  the  foutherly  coaft,  about  80  leagues 
from  the  faid  iHands. 

This  haven  is  over-againft  three  flat  iflands  that  lie  amidft  the  river,  becaufe  on  the 
midway  between  thofe  iflands  and  the  faid  haven  toward  the  north  there  is  a  very  great 
river,  that  runneth  between  the  high  and  low  lands,  and  more  than  three  leagues  into 
the  fea  it  hath  many  flielves,  and  there  is  not  altogether  two  fathom  water;  fo  that  the 
phce  is  very  dangerous:  and  near  unto  the  faid  flielves  there  is  either  15  or  20  fathom 
from  fiiore  to  fliore.  All  the  northerly  coaft  runneth  N.  E.  by  N.  and  S.  W.  by  S. 
The  faid  haven  wherein  we  ftaid  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  as  it  were,  but  a  fluice  of  the 
waters  that  rife  by  the  flood,  and  but  of  fmall  account :  we  named  them  S.  John's  Iflets, 
becaufe  we  found  them  and  entered  into  them,  the  day  of  the  beheading  of  that  faint. 
And  before  you  come  to  the  faid  haven,  there  is  an  ifland  lying  eaftward,  about  five 
leagues  diftant  from  the  fame,  between  which  and  the  land  there  is  no  paflTage  only  for 
fmall  boats.  The  haven  of  S,  John's  Iflets  dryeth  up  all  the  waters  that  rife  by  flowing, 
although  they  flow  two  fathom  at  the  leaft. 

The  beft  place  to  harbour  fliips  therein,  is  on  the  fouth  part  of  a  little  ifland  that  is 
over-againft  the  faid  haven,  whereby  the  bank  or  fliore  of  the  ifland  rifeth. 

Upon  the  firft  of  September  we  departed  out  of  the  faid  haven,  purpofing  to  go 
towards  Canada,  and  about  15  leagues  from  it  towards  the  W.  and  W.  S.W.  amidft 
the  river  there  are  three  iflands,  over-againft  the  vifhich  there  is  a  river  that  runneth  fwiit, 
and  is  of  a  great  depth,  and  is  that  which  leadeth  and  runneth  into  the  country  and 
kingdom  of  Saguenay,  as  by  the  two  wild  men  of  Canada  it  was  told  us.  This  river 
pafieth  and  runneth  along  very  high  and  ftecp  hills  of  bare  ftone,  where  very  little  earth 
is,  and  notwithftanding  there  is  great  quantity  of  fundry  forts  of  trees,  that  grow  in  the 
faid  bare  ftones,  even  as  upon  good  and  fertile  ground,  in  fuch  fort  that  we  have  feen. 
fome  fo  great,  as  well  would  fuflice  to  make  a  maft  for  a  fliip  30  ton  burthen,  and  as 
green  as  pofllbly  can  be,  growing  in  a  ftoney  rock  without  any  earth  at  all. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  laid  river  we  met  with  four  boats  full  of  wild  men,  which,  as 
far  as  we  could  perceive,  very  fearfully  came  toward  us,  fo  that  fome  ot  them  went 
back  again,  and  the  other  came  as  near  us  as  eafily  they  might  hear  and  underftand  one 
of  our  wild  men,  who  told  them  his  name,  and  then  took  acquaintance  of  them,  upon 
whofe  word  they  came  to  us. 

The  next  day,  the  2d  September,  we  came  out  of  the  faid  river  to  go  to  Canada,  and 
by  reafon  of  the  fea's  flowing,  the  tide  was  very  fwift  and  dangerous,  for  that  on  the 
fouth  part  of  it  there  lie  two  iflands,  about  which  more  than  three  leagues  compafs,  lie 
many  rocks  and  great  ftones,  and  but  two  fathom  water  :  and  the  flowing  amidft  thofe 
iflands  is  very  unconftant  and  doubtful,  fo  that  if  it  had  ngt  been  for  our  boats,  we 

had 
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had  been  in  great  danger  to  lofe  our  pinnace :  and  coafting  along  the  faid  dry  fands, 
there  is  more  than  30  tathom  water. 

About  five  leagues  beyond  the  river  of  Saguenay  S.  W.  there  is  another  ifland  on  the 
north  fide,  wherein  are  certain  high  lands,  and  thereabouts  we  thought  to  have  caft 
anchor,  on  purpofe  to  flay  the  next  tide,  but  w^e  could  found  no  ground  in  1 20  fathom, 
within  a  flight  Ihoot  from  fliore  ;  fo  that  we  were  conflrained  to  wind  back  to  the  faid 
ifland,  where  we  founded  again  and  found  35  fathom. 

The  next  morning  we  hoiflcd  fiul  and  went  thence,  failing  further  on,  where  we 
had  notice  of  a  certain  kind  of  fifli  never  before  of  any  man  feen  or  known  ;  they  are 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  porpoife,  yet  nothing  like  them,  of  body  very  well  proportioned, 
heaved  like  greyhounds,  altogether  as  white  as  fnow  wi^thout  any  fpot ;  within  which 
river  there  is  great  quantity  of  them :  they  do  live  altogether  between  the  fea  and  the 
frefh  water.  Thefe  people  of  the  country  call  them  Adholhuys;  they  told  us  that  they 
be  very  favory  and  good  to  be  eaten.  Moreover  they  affirm  none  to  be  found  ellew  here 
but  in  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

The  6th  of  the  month,  the  weather  being  calm  and  fiiir,  we  went  about  fifteen  leagues 
more  upward  into  the  river,  and  there  lighted  on  an  ifland  that  looketh  northward, 
and  it  maketh  a  little  haven  or  creek  wherein  are  many  and  innumerable  great  tortoifes, 
continually  lying  about  that  ifland.  There  are  likcwife  great  quantities  of  the  faid  Adho- 
thuys,  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  there  is  as  great  a  current  in  that 
place  as  is  at  Bordeux  in  France,  at  every  tide.  This  ifland  is  in  length  about  three 
leagues,  and  in  breadth  two,  and  is  a  goodly  and  fertile  plot  of  ground,  replenilhed 
with  many  goodly  and  great  trees  of  many  forts  ;  among  the  reft  there  are  many  filbert 
trees,  which  we  found  hanging  full  of  them,  fomewhat  bigger  and  better  in  favour  than 
ours,  but  foinewh?t  harder  ;  and  therefore  we  called  it  the  Ifland  of  Filberts. 

The  7th  of  the  month,  being  our  Lady's  even,  after  fervice  we  went  from  that 
ifland,  to  go  up  higher  into  the  river,  and  came  to  fourteen  iflands,  feven  or  eight 
leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Filberts,  where  the  country  of  Canada  beginneth,  one  of 
which  iflands  is  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth,  greatly  inhabited  by  fuch  men 
as  only  live  by  fiihing  of  fuch  fort  of  fifhes  as  the  river  aifordeth,  according  to  the" 
feafon  of  them. 

After  we  had  caft  anchor  between  the  faid  great  ifland  and  the  northerly  coaft,  we 
went  on  land  and  took  our  two  wild  men  with  us,  meeting  with  many  of  thofe  country 
people,  who  would  not  at  all  approach  unto  us,  but  rather  fled  from  us,  until  our 
two  men  began  to  fpeak  unto  them,  telling  them  that  they  were  Taignoagny  and 
Domagaia,  who  fo  foon  as  they  had  taken  acquaintance  of  them,  began  greatly  to  re- 
joice, dancing  and  fliewing  many  foris  of  ceremonies  :  and  many  of  the  chiefeft  of  them 
came  to  our  boats,  and  brought  many  eels  and  other  forts  of  fiflies,  with  two  or  three 
burdens  of  great  millet,  wherewith  they  made  their  bread,  and  many  great  muflc 
melons.  The  fame  day  came  alfo  many  other  boats,  full  of  thofe  countrymen  and 
women,  to  lee  and  take  acquaintance  of  our  two  men,  all  which  were  as  courteoufly 
received  and  entertained  of  our  captain,  as  poflibly  could  be  :  and  to  have  them  the 
better  acquainted  with  him,  and  make  them  his  friends,  he  gave  them  many  fmall  gifts, 
but  of  fmall  value  ;  neverthelefs  they  were  greatly  contented  with  them. 

The  next  day  following,  the  Lord  of  Canada  (whofe  proper  name  was  Dounacona, 
but  by  the  natae  of  lord,  they  called  him  Agouhanna)  with  twelve  boats,  came  to  our 
ihip,  accompanied  with  many  other  people,  who  caufing  ten  of  his  boats  to  go  back 
with  the  other  two,  approached  unto  us  with  fixteen  men.  Then  began  the  Agouhanna 
over-againft  the  fnialleft  of  our  Ihips,  according  to  their  manner  and  fafliion  to  frame  »• 
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1  ong  oration,  moving  all  his  body  and  members  after  a  ftrange  fafliion,  which  thing  is 
a  ceremony  and  fign  of"  gladnefs  and  fecurity  among  them  ;  and  then  coming  to  the 
general's  fliip  where  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia  were,  he  ipake  with  them  and  they 
with  him,  where  they  began  to  tell  and  fhew  unto  him  what  they  had  feen  in  France, 
and  what  good  entertainment  they  had  had :  hearing  which  things  the  faid  lord 
feemed  to  be  very  gh-A  thereof,  and  prayed  our  captain  to  reach  him  his  arm,  that  he 
might  kifs  it,  which  thing  he  did  :  their  lord  taking  it,  laid  it  about  his  neck,  for  fo 
they  ufed  to  do  when  they  will  make  much  of  one.  Then  our  captain  entered  into 
Agouhanria's  boat,  and  caufing  bread  and  wine  to  be  brought  to  make  the  faid  lord  and 
his  company  to  eat  and  drink,  which  thing  they  did,  and  were  greatly  thereby  content 
and  fatisfied.  Our  captain  for  that  time  gave  them  nothing,  becauie  he  looked  for  a 
fitter  opportunity. 

Thefe  things  being  done,  each  one  took  leave  of  others,  and  the  faid  lord  went 
with  his  boats  again  to  the  place  of  his  abo.'e.  Our  captain  then  caufed  our  boats  to 
be  fet  in  order,  that  with  the  next  tide  he  might  go  up  higher  into  the  river,  to  find 
fome  fafe  harbour  for  our  fhips :  and  we  paffed  up  the  river  againft  the  ftream  about 
ten  leagues,  coafting  the  faid  ifland,  at  the  end  whereof  we  found  a  goodly  and  plea- 
fant  found,  where  is  a  little  river  and  haven,  where  by  reafon  of  the  flood  there  is 
about  three  fathom  water.  This  place  feemed  very  fit  and  commodious  to  harbour 
our  fhips  in,  and  fo  we  did  very  fafely;  we  named  it  the  Holy  Crofs  fSanta  Croix)  for  on 
that  day  we  came  thither.  Near  unto  it  there  is  a  village,  whereof  Dounacona  is  lord, 
and  there  he  keepeth  his  abode :  it  is  called  Stadacona,  as  goodly  a  plot  of  ground  as 
pollibly  may  be  feen,  and  therewithal  very  fruitful,  full  of  goodly  trees  even  as  in  France, 
fuch  as' oaks,  elms,  alhes,  walnut-trees,  maple-trees,  cydrons,  vines,  and  white  thorns,  that 
bring  forth  fruit  as  big  as  any  damlbns,  and  many  other  forts  of  trees,  under  which 
grcweth  as  fair  tall  hemp  as  any  in  France,  without  any  feed,  or  any  man's  work  or 
labour  at  all. 

Having  confidered  the  place,  and  finding  it  fit  for  our  purpofe,  our  captain  with- 
drew himfelf  on  purpofe  to  return  to  our  fhips  ;  but  behold  as  we  were  coming  out  of 
the  river,  we  met  coming  againfl  us,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  faid  village  of  Stadacona, 
accompanied  with  many  others  as  men,  women,  and  children,  who  after  the  fafhion  of 
their  country,  in  fign  of  mirth  and  joy,  began  to  make  a  long  orarion,  the  women 
IHll  finging  and  dancing  up  to  the  knees  in  water.  Our  captain  knowing  their  good 
will  and  kindnefs  towards  us,  caufed  the  boat  wherein  they  were  to  come  unto  him, 
and  gave  them  certain  trifles,  as  knives  and  beads  of  glafs,  whereat  they  were  marvel- 
lous glad,  for  being  gone  about  three  leagues  from  them,  for  the  plenfure  they  con- 
ceived of  our  coming,  we  might  hear  them  fing,  and  fee  them  dance  for  all  they 
were  fo  far. 

After  we  were  come  with  our  boats  unto  our  fiiip  again,  our  captain  caufed  our 
barks  to  be  mad:;  ready  to  go  on  land  in  the  faid  ifland,  to  note  the  trees  that  in  fhew 
feemed  fo  fair,  and  to  confider  the  nature  and  quality  of  it :  which  thing  we  did 
and  found  it  full  of  goodly  trees  like  to  ours.  Alio  we  faw  many  goodly  vines,  a 
thin"-  not  of  us  feen  before  in  thofe  countries,  and  therefore  we  named  it  Bacchus 
Ifland.  It  is  in  length  about  twelve  leagues,  in  fight  very  ple;ifant,  but  full  of  woods, 
no  p?rt  of  it  manured,  unlefs  it  be  in  certain  places,  were  a  few  cottages  be,  for  fiflier's 
dwellings,  as  before  we  have  faid.  The  next  day  we  departed  with  our  fliips  to 
brin'r  them  to  the  place  of  the  Holy  Crofs;  and  the  14th  of  that  month  we  came 
thither,  and  the  lord  Dounacona,  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia,  with  twenty-five  boats 
full  of  thole  people  came  to  meet  us,  coming  from  the  place  whence  we  were  come, 
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and  goinjT  towards  Stadacona,  where  their  abiding  is,  and  all  came  to  our  fJiips, 
fliewing  lundrv  and  divers  geftiires  of  gladncfs  and  mirtli,  except  thofo  two  that  we 
had  brou_T;ht,  to  wir,  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia,  wlio  feemed  to  have  al.ored  and 
changed  their  mind  and  purpofe,  for  by  no  means  would  they  coqje  unto  cur  ftiips, 
albeit  fundry  times  they  were  earneftly  defired  to  do  it,  whereupon  v.e  began  to  mif- 
trult  fomewhat.  Our  captain  afked  them  if  according  to  promife  tliey  would  go  with 
him  to  Hochelaga ;  they  anfwered  yea,  for  fo  they  had  purpofed,  and  then  each  one 
withdrew  himfelf.  The  next  day,  the  15th,  our  captain  went  on  fliore,  to  caufe  certain 
poles  and  pikes  to  be  driven  into  the  watrr  and  fet  up,  that  the  better  and  fafelicr  we 
might  harbour  our  (hips  there :  and  many  of  thofe  country  people  came  to  meet  us 
there,  among  whome  was  Dounacona  and  our  two  men,  with  the  reft  of  their  company, 
who  kept  themfelvcs  afide,  under  a  point  or  nook  of  land  that  is  upon  the  Ihore  of  a 
certam  river,  and  no  one  of  them  came  unto  us,  as  the  other  did  that  were  not  on  their 
fide.  Our  captain  undertbnding  that  they  were  there,  commanded  part  of  our  men 
to  follow  him,  and  he  went  to  the  faid  point  where  he  found  the  faid  Dounacona, 
Taignoagny,Domag2ia,  and  divers  others,  and  after  falutations  given  on  each  fide,  Taig- 
noagny  fettled  himfelf  foremoft  to  fpeak  to  our  captain,  faying  that  the  lord  Dounacona 
did  greatly  grieve  and  forrow  that  our  captain  and  his  men  did  wear  warlike  weapons, 
and  they  not.  Our  captain  anfwered,  that  albeit  it  did  grieve  them,  yet  would  he  not 
leave  them  off,  and  that  (as  he  knew)  it  was  the  manner  of  France.  But  for  all  thefe 
words  our  captaiir  and  Dounacona  left  not  off  to  fpeak  one  10  another,  and  friendly 
to  entertain  one  another.  Then  did  we  perceive  that  whatfoever  Taignoagny  fpake, 
was  only  long  of  himfelf  and  of  his  fellow,  for  that  before  they  departal  thence,  our 
captain  and  Dounacona  entered  into  a  marvellous  ftedfafi:  league  of  friendfliip,  where- 
upon all  his  people  at  once  with  a  loud  voice,  caft  out  three  great  cries  (a  horrible 
thing  to  hear),  and  each  one  having  taken  leave  of  the  other  for  chat  day,  we  went 
aboard  again. 

The  day  following  we  brought  our  two  great  fliips  within  the  river  and  harbour, 
where  the  waters  being  at  the  higheft  are  three  fathom  deep,  and  at  the  loweft  but  half 
a  fathom.  We  left  our  pinnace  without  the  road  to  the  end  we  might  bring  it  to 
Hochelaga.  So  foon  as  we  had  fafely  placed  our  fhips,  behold  we  faw  Dounacona, 
Taignoagny,  and  Domagaia,  with  more  than  500  perfons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  the  faid  lord,  with  ten  or  twelve  of  the  chiefeft  of  the  country  came  aboard  of  our 
fliips,  who  were  all  courteoufly  received,  and  friendly  entertained  of  our  captain  and 
of  all  of  us  :  and  divers  gifts  of  fmall  value  were  given  them.  Then  did  Taignoagny  tell 
our  captain  that  his  lord  did  greatly  forrow  that  he  would  go  to  Hochelaga,  and  that 
he  would  not  by  any  means  permit  that  any  of  them  Jhould  go  with  him,  becaufe  the 
river  was  of  no  importance.  Our  captain  anfwered  him  that  for  all  his  fayino-,  he 
would  not  leave  off  his  going  thither,  if  by  any  means  it  were  poflible,  for  that  he 
was  commanded  by  his  king,  to  go  as  far  as  poffibly  he  could  ;  that  if  he  (Taignoagny) 
would  go  with  him  as  he  had  promifed,  he  ihould  be  very  well  entertained,  befides 
that  he  fliould  have  fuch  a  gift  given  him,  as  he  fliould  well  content  himfelf:  for  he 
fhould  do  nothing  elfe  but  go  with  him  to  Hochelaga  and  come  again.  To  whom 
Taignoagny  anfwered,  that  he  would  not  by  any  means  go;  and  thereupon  they  fuddenly 
returned  to  their  houfes. 

The  next  day,  being  the  1 7th  of  September,  Dounacona  and  his  company  returned 
even  as  at  the  firft,  and  brought  with  him  many  eels,  with  fundry  forts  of  other 
filhes,  whereof  they  take  great  flore  in  the  faid  river,  as  more  largely  hereafter  Hiall  be 
fhewed.     And  as  loon  as  they  were  come  to  our  ihips,  according  to  their  wonted  ufe, 

they 
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they  began  to  fing  and  dance.  This  done,  Dounacona  caufed  all  his  people  to  be  fe 
on  the  one  fide,  then  making  a  round  circle  upon  the  fand,  he  caufed  our  captain,  with 
all  his  people  to  enter  thereinto  ;  then  he  began  to  make  a  long  oration,  holding  in 
one  of  his  hands  acnaiden  child  of  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  which  he  prefented  unto 
our  captain  :  then  fuddenly  began  all  his  people  to  make  three  great  flirieks  or  howls, 
in  fign  of  joy  and  league  of  friendfhip ;  prefently  upon  that  he  did  prefent  unto  him, 
two  other  young  male  children  one  after  another,  but  younger  than  the  other,  at  the 
giving  of  which,  even  as  before,  they  gave  out  fhricks  and  howls  very  loud,  with 
other  ceremonies  ;  for  which  prefents  our  captain  gave  the  faid  lord  great  and  hearty 
thanks. 

Then  Taignoagny  told  our  captain  that  one  of  the  children  was  his  own  brother, 
and  that  the  maiden  child  was  daughter  unto  the  faid  lord's  own  fifter,  and  the  pre- 
fents were  only  given  him  to  the  end  he  fhould  not  go  to  ?Iochelaga  at  all  :  to  whom 
cur  captain  anfwered,  that  if  they  were  only  given  him  to  that  intent,  if  fo  he  would, 
he  Ihould  take  them  again,  for  that  by  no  means  he  would  leave  his  going  off,  for  as 
much  as  he  was  fo  commanded  of  his  king.  But  concerning  this  Domagaia  told 
cur  captain  that  their  lord  had  given  him  thofe  children  as  a  fign  and  token  of  good- 
will and  fecurity,  and  that  he  was  contented  to  go  with  him  to  Hochelaga,  upon  which 
talk  great  words  arofe  between  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia,  by  which  we  plainly 
perceived  that  Taignoagny  was  but  a  crafty  knave,  and  that  he  intended  but  mifchief 
and  treafon,  as  well  by  this  deed,  as  others  that  we  by  him  had  feen.  After  that  our 
captain  caufed  the  faid  children  to  be  put  in  our  fliips,  and  caufed  two  fwords  and  two 
copper  bafons,  the  one  wrought  the  other  plain,  to  be  brought  unto  hitn,  and  them  he 
gave  to  Dounacona,  who  was  therewith  greatly  contented,  yielding  molt  hearty  thanks 
unto  our  captain  for  them,  and  prefently  upon  that  he  commanded  all  his  people  to 
fing  and  dance,  ai)d  defired  our  captain  to  caufe  a  piece  of  artillery  to  be  fhot  off,  be- 
caufe  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia  made  great  brags  of  it,  and  had  told  them  marvellous 
things,  and  alfo  becaufe  they  had  never  heard  nor  feen  any  before  :  to  whom  our 
captain  anfwered,  that  he  was  content,  and  by  and  by  he  commanded  his  men  to  fhoot 
off  twelve  cannons  charged  with  bullets,  into  the  wood  that  was  hard  by  thofe  people 
and  fhips,  at  whofe  noife  they  were  greatly  aftoniflied  and  amazed,  for  they  thought 
that  heaven  had  fallen  upon  them,  and  put  themielves  to  flight,  howling,  crying,  and 
■fhrielcing,  fo  that  it  feemed  hell  had  broken  loofe.  But  before  we  went  thence,  Taig- 
noagny caufed  other  men  to  tell  us,  that  thofe  men  which  we  had  left  in  our  pinnace 
in  the  road,  hadflain  two  men  of  their  company,  with  a  piece  of  ordnance  that  they  had 
fhot  off,  whereupon  the  reft  had  put  themfelves  all  to  flight,  as  though  they  fliould 
all  have  been  flain :  which  afterwards  we  found  untrue,  becaufe  our  men  had  not  fliot 
off  any  piece  at  all  that  day. 

The  next  day,  being  the  i8th  of  September,  thefe  men  ftill  endeavoured  themfelves 
to  feek  all  poflible  means  to  hinder  and  let  our  going  to  Hochelaga,  and  devifed  a 
pretty  guile  as  hereafter  fhall  be  fliewed.  They  went  and  drefled  three  men  like  devils, 
being  wrapped  in  dogs  flvins,  white  and  black,  their  faces  befmeared  as  black  as  any 
coals,  with  horns  on  their  heads  more  than  a  yard  long,  and  caufed  them  fecretly  to  be 
put  in  one  of  their  boats,  but  came  not  near  our  fliips  as  they  were  wont  to  do,  for 
they  lay  hidden  within  the  wood  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  looking  for  the  tide,  to 
the  end  the  boat  where  the  devils  were,  might  approach  and  come  near  us,  which,  when 
time  was,  came,  and  all  the  relt  iffued  out  of  the  wood,  coming  to  us,  but  yet  not  fo 
near  as  they  were  wont  to  do.  There  began  Taignoagny  to  falute  our  captain,  who 
allied  him,  if  he  -would  have  the  boat  to  come  for  him  ;  he  anfwered,  not  for  that  time,- 

but 
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but  after  a  while  he  would  c^ine  unto  our  fhips  ;  then  jircfentlv  came  that  boat  rufliing 
out,  wherein  the  three  counterfeit  devils  were,  with  fuch  long  horns  on  tlieir  heads, 
and  the  niiddlenioll  came  making  a  long  oration  and  palled  along  our  fliips  without 
turning  or  looking  towards  us,  but  with  the  boat  went  toward  the  land.  Then  did 
Dounacona  with  all  his  people  purfue  them,  and  lay  hold  on  the  boat  and  devils,  wl-,o 
fo  foon  as  the  men  were  come  to  them,  fell  proRrate  in  the  boat,  even  as  if  they  had 
been  dead  :  then  were  they  taken  up  and  carried  into  the  wood,  not  one  flaying  behind 
with  us,  where  being,  they  began  to  make  a  long  difcourfe,  lb  loud  that  we  might  hear 
them  in  our  Ihips,  which  lalted  about  half  an  hour,  and  being  ended  we  began  to  cfpy 
Taignoagny,  and  Domagaia  coming  towards  us,  holding  their  hands  upwards  joined 
together,  carrying  their  hats  under  their  upper  garments,  fhewing  a  great  admiration, 
and  Taignoagny  looking  up  to  heaven,  cried  three  times,  Jefus,  Jefus,  Jefus,  and  Do- 
magaia doing  as  his  fellow  had  done  before,  cried,  Jefus,  Maria,  James  Carthier.  Our 
captain  hearuig  him  and  feeing  their  geftures  and  ceremonies,  afked  of  them  what  they 
ailed,  and  wl  at  was  happened  or  chanced  anew,  they  anfwered  that  there  were  very 
ill  tidings  befallen,  faying  in  French,  Nenni  cjl  il  hon,  that  is  to  fay,  it  ivas  Jiot  gcccl :  our 
captain  aiked  them  again  what  it  was  ;  then  anfwered  they,  that  their  god  Cudruaigny 
had  fpoken  in  Hochelaga,  and  that  he  had  lent  thofe  three  men  to  fliew  unto  thenj, 
that  there  was  fo  much  ice  and  fnovv  in  that  country,  that  whofoever  went  tiiither  fnould 
die ;  which  words  when  we  heard,  we  laughed  and  mocked  them,  faying,  that  their 
god  Cudruaigny  was  but  a  fool  and  a  noddy,  for  he  knew  nqt  v%'hat  he  did  or  faid  ; 
then  bade  we  them  fliew  his  meffengers  from  us,  that  Chrift  would  defend  them  f/jni 
all  cold,  if  they  would  believe  in  him.  Then  did  they  alk  of  our  captain  if  he  had 
fpoken  with  Jelus  :  he  anfwered,  no,  but  that  his  priefts  had,  and  that  he  had  told 
them,  that  they  fliould  have  f;iir  weather  :  which  words  when  they  had  heard  they 
thanked  our  captain,  and  departed  towards  the  wood  to  tell  thofe  news  unto  their 
fellows,  who  fuddenly  came  all  rufliing  out  of  the  wood,  feeming  to  be  very  glad  for 
thofe  words  our  captain  had  fpoken,  and  to  Ihew  that  thereby  they  had,  and  felt  great 
joy,  fo  foon  as  they  were  before  our  fnips,  they  altogether  gave  out  three  great  flirieks, 
and  thereupon  began  to  fing  and  dance,  as  they  were  wont  to  do.  But  for  a  refolution 
of  the  matter  Taignoagny  and  Domagaia  told  our  captain,  that  their  lord  Dounacona 
would  by  no  means  permit  that  any  of  them  fliould  go  with  him  to  Hochelaga,  unlefs 
he  would  leave  him  fome  hoftage  to  flay  with  him  :  our  captain  anfwered  to  them, 
that  if  they  would  not  go  with  him  with  a  good  will,  they  Ihould  flay,  but  that  for  all 
them  he  would  not  leave  oft'  his  journey  thither. 

The  next  dav  being  the  19th  of  September  we  hoifled  fail,  and  with  our  pinnace 
and  two  boats  departed  to  go  up  the  river  with  the  flood ;  where  on  both  fliores  of  it 
we  began  to  fee  as  goodly  a  country  as  poflibly  can  e'er  with  eye  be  fecn  :  all  re- 
plenifhed  with  very  goodly  trees,  and  vines  laden  as  full  of  grapes  as  could  be  all  along 
the  river,  which  rather  feemed  to  be  planted  by  man's  hand  than  otherwife.  True  it 
is,  that  becaufe  they  are  not  drelled  and  wrought  as  they  fliould  be,  their  bunches  of 
grapes  are  not  fo  great  nor  fweet  as  ours.  Alfo  we  faw  all  along  the  river  many 
houfes  inhabited  by  fifliers,  which  take  all  kinds  of  fiflies,  and  they  came  with  as  great 
familiarity  and  kindnefs  unto  us,  as  if  we  had  been  their  countrymen,  and  brought 
us  great  flore  of  fifli,  with  other  fuch  things  as  they  had,  which  wc  exchanged  with 
them  for  other  wares,  who  lifting  up  their  hands  towards  heaven,  gave  many  figns 
of  joy. 

"We  flayed  at  a  place  called  Hochelai,  about  25  leagues  from  Canada,  where  the 
river  waxeth  very  narrow,  and  runneth  very  fwift,  wherefore  it  is  very  dangerous,  not 
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only  for  that,  but  alfo  for  certain  great  (tones  that  are  therein  :  many  boats  and  barks  came 
unto  us,  in  one  of  which  came  one  of  the  chief  lords  of  the  country,  making  a  long 
difcourfe,  who  being  come  near  us  did  by  evident  figns  and  geftures  fhew  us,  that  the 
higher  the  river  went,  the  more  dangerous  it  was,  and  bade  us  take  heed  of  ourfelves. 
The  faid  lord  prefented  and  gave  unto  our  captain,  two  of  his  own  children,  of  which 
our  captain  took  one,  being  a  wench  of  feven  or  eight  years  old  ;  the  man  child  he 
gave  him  again,  becaufe  it  was  too  young,  for  it  was  but  two  or  three  years  old.  Our 
captain  as  friendly  and  courteoufly  as  he  could,  did  entertain  and  receive  the  faid  lord 
and  his  company,  giving  thera  certain  fmall  trifles,  and  fo  they  departed  toward  the 
fhore  again.  Afterward  the  faid  lord  and  his  wife  came  unto  Canada  to  vifit  his 
daughter,  bringing  unto  our  captain  certain  fmall  prelents. 

From  the  19th  until  the  28th  of  September,  we  failed  up  along  the  faid  river,  never 
lofing  one  hour  of  time  ;  all  which  time  we  faw^  as  goodly  and  pleafant  a  country  as 
pofTible  can  be  wiihed  for  ;  full  (as  we  have  faid  before)  of  all  forts  of  goodly  trees, 
that  is  to  fay,  oaks,  elms,  walnut  trees,  cedars,  firs,  alhes,  box,  willows,  and  great  ftore 
of  vines,  all  as  full  of  grapes  as  could  be,  fo  that  ii  any  of  our  fellows  went  on  fliore, 
they  came  home  laden  with  them  :  there  are  likewife  many  cranes,  fwans,  geefe,  ducks, 
pheafants,  partridges,  thruflies,  blackbirds,  turtles,  finches,  redbreafts,  nightingales, 
fparrows  of  divers  kinds,  with  many  other  forts  of  birds  even  as  in  France,  and  great 
plenty  and  flore. 

Upon  the  28th  of  September,  we  came  to  a  great  wide  lake  in  the  middle  of  the 
river  five  or  fix  leagues  broad  and  twelve  long  ;  all  that  day  we  went  againft  the  tide, 
having  but  two  fathpm  water,  ftill  keeping  the  faid  fcantling  :  being  come  to  one  of 
the  heads  of  the  lake,  we  could  efpy  no  paflage  or  going  out,  nay,  rather  it  feemed  to 
have  been  clofed  and  fhut  up  round  about,  and  there  was  but  a  fathom  and  a  half  of 
water,  little  more  or  lefs.  And  therefore  we  were  conftrained  to  cafl  anchor,  and  to 
ftay  with  our  pinnace,  and  went  with  our  two  boats  to  feek  fome  going  out,  and  in 
one  place  we  found  four  or  five  branches,  which  out  of  the  river  come  into  the  lake, 
and  they  came  from  Hochelaga.  But  in  the  faid  branches,  becaufe  of  the  great 
fiercenefs  and  fwiftnefs  wherewith  they  break  out,  and  the  courfe  of  the  water,  they 
make  certain  bars  and  fhoals,  and  at  that  time  there  was  but  a  fathom  water. 

Thofe  flioals  being  paffed,  we  found  four  or  five  fathom,  and  as  far  as  we  could  per- 
ceive by  the  flood,  it  was  that  time  of  the  year  that  the  waters  are  loweft,  for  at  other 
times  they  flow  higher  by  three  flithom.  All  thcfe  four  or  five  branches  do  compafs  about 
five  or  fix  iflands  very  pleafant,  which  make  the  head  of  the  lake :  about  fifteen  leagues 
beyond  they  do  all  come  into  one. 

That  day  we  landed  in  one  of  the  faid  iflands,  and  met  with  five  men,  that  were 
hunting  of  wild  beafts,  who  as  freely  and  familiarly  came  to  our  boats  without  any  fear, 
as  if  we  had  ever  been  brought  up  together.  Our  boats  being  fomewhat  near  the 
fhore,  one  of  them  took  our  captain  in  his  arms,  and  carried  him  on  fliore,  and  lightly 
and  as  eafily  as  if  he  had  been  a  child  of  five  years  old  ;  fo  flrong  and  Ilurdy  was  this 
fellow.  We  found  that  they  had  a  great  heap  of  wild  rats  that  live  in  the  water,  as 
big  as  a  coney,  and  very  good  to  cat,  which  they  gave  unto  our  captain,  who  for  a 
recompcnce  gave  them  knives  and  glafs  beads.  We  aflced  them  in  figns  it  that  was 
the  way  to  Hochelaga,  they  anfwei'ed  yea,  and  that  we  had  yet  three  days  failing 
thither. 

'J'he  next  day  our  captain,  feeing  that  for  that  time  it  was  not  pofTible  for  our  pinnace 
to  go  on  any  farther,  he  caufed  oui  boats  to  be  made  ready,  and  as  much  munition 
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and  viSuals  to  be  put  in  them,  as  they  could  well  bear  :  he  departed  with  them,  ac- 
companied with  many  gentlemen,  that  is  to  fay,  Cladius  of  Ponte  liriand.  Cupbearer  to 
the  Lord  Dauphin  of  France,  Charles  of  Pomerayc,  John  Govion,  Jolm  Powlet,  with 
twenty-eight  mariners,  and  Mace  Tallobert,  and  William  Briton,  wllb  had  the  charge 
under  the  captain  of  the  other  two  fliips,  to  go  up  as  far  as  they  could  into  ihat  river: 
we  failed  with  good  and  profperous  weather  until  the  2d  0£tober,  on  which  day  we 
came  to  the  town  of  Hochelaga,  diltant  from  the  place  where  we  had  left  our  pinnace 
45  leagues.  In  which  place  of  Hochelaga,  and  all  the  way  we  went,  we  met  with 
many  of  thofe  countrymen,  who  brought  us  fifli  and  fuch  other  victuals  as  they  had, 
ilill  dancing  and  greatly  rejoicing  at  our  coming.  Our  captain  to  lure  them  in,  and 
to  keep  them  ©ur  friends,  to  recompence  them  gave  them  knives,  beads,  and  fuch  fmall 
trifles,  wherewith  they  were  greatly  fatisfied. 

So  foon  as  we  were  come  near  Hochelaga,  there  came  to  meet  us  above  looo 
perfons,  men,  women,  and  children  ;  who  afterward  did  as  friendly  and  merrily  enter- 
tain and  receive  us,  as  any  father  would  do  his  child,  which  he  had  not  of  long  time 
feen,  the  men  dancing  on  one  fide,  the  women  on  another,  and  likewife  the  children  on 
another  :  after  that  they  brought  us  great  (tore  of  fifii,  and  of  their  bread  made  of 
millet,  carting  them  into  our  boats  fo  thick,  that  you  would  have  thought  it  to  fall  from 
heaven  :  which  w  hen  our  captain  faw,  he  with  many  of  his  company  went  on  fliore  : 
fo  foon  as  ever  we  were  a-land,  they  came  cluftering  about  us,  making  very  much  of 
us,  bringing  their  young  children  in  their  arms,  only  to  have  our  captain  and  his  com- 
pany to  touch  them,  malung  figns  and  fhews  of  great  mirth  and  gladnefs,  that  lafted 
more  than  half  an  hour.  Our  captain  feeing  their  loving  kindnefs  and  entertainment 
of  us,  caufed  all  the  women  orderly  to  be  fet  in  array,  and  gave  them  beads  made  of 
tin,  and  other  fuch  fmall  trilles,  and  to  fome  of  the  men  he  gave  knives :  then  he 
returned  to  the  boats  to  fupper,  and  fo  pafled  that  night,  all  which  while  all  thofe 
people  ftood  on  the  fhore  as  near  our  boats  as  they  might,  making  great  fires,  and 
dancing  very  merrily,  flill  crying  Aguaize,  which  in  their  tongue  fignifies  mirth 
and  fafety. 

Our  captain  the  next  day  very  early  in  the  morning,  having  very  gorgeoudy  attired 
himfelf,  caufed  all  his  company  to  be  fet  in  order,  to  go  to  fee  the  town  and  habitation 
of  thofe  people,  and  a  certain  mountain  that  is  fomewhat  near  the  city  ;  with  whom 
went  alfo  five  gentlemen  and  20  mariners,  leaving  the  reft  to  keep  and  look  to  our 
boats  :  we  took  with  us  three  men  of  Hochelaga  to  bring  us  to  the  place.  All  along  as 
we  went  we  found  the  way  as  well  beaten  and  frequented  as  can  be,  the  fair  eft  and 
beft  country  that  pofTibly  can  be  feen,  full  of  as  goodly  great  oaks  as  are  in  any  wood 
in  France,  under  which  the  ground  was  all  covered  over  with  fair  acorns. 

After  we  had  gone  about  four  or  five  miles,  we  met  by  the  way  one  of  tlie  chiefeft  lords 
of  the  city, accompanied  with  many  more,  who  fo  foon  as  he  faw  us,  beckoned  and  made 
figns  upon  us,  that  we  muft  reft  us  in  that  place  where  they  had  made  a  great  fire,  and  fo 
we  did.  After  that  we  had  refted  ourfelves  there  a  while,  thefaid  lord  began  to  make  along 
difcourfe,  even  as  we  have  faid  above,  they  are  accuftomed  to  do  in  fign  of  mirth  and 
friendftiip,  fhewing  our  captain  and  all  his  company  a  joyful  countenance  and  good  will, 
who  gave  him  two  hatchets,  a  pair  of  knives,  and  a  crofs  which  he  made  him  to  kifs, 
and  then  put  it  about  his  neck,  for  which  he  gave  our  captain  hearty  thanks.  This 
done  we  went  along,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  further,  we  began  to  find  goodly  and 
large  fields,  full  of  fuch  corn  as  the  country  yieldeth :  it  is  even  as  the  millet  of  Brafil, 
as  great  and  fomewhat  bigger  than  fmall  peafon,  wherewith  they  live  even  as  we  do, 
with  ours. 
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111  the  midft  of  t'nofe  fields,  is  the  city  of  Hochebga,  placed  near,  and  as  it  were 
joined  to  a  great  mountain,  that  is  tilled  round  about,  very  fertile  on  the  top  of  which 
you  may  fee  very  far,  we  named  it  Mount  Royal.  The  city  of  Hochelaga  is  round, 
compafled  about*  with  timber,  with  three  courfe  of  rampires,  one  within  another, 
framed  like  a  fliarp  fpirc,  but  laid  acrofs  above  :  the  middlemofl:  of  them  is  made  and 
built  as  a  direct  line,  but  perpendicular.  The  rampires  are  framed  and  fafliioned 
with  pieces  of  timber,  laid  along  on  the  ground,  very  well  and  cunningly  jomeA 
together  after  their  fifhion  :  this  enclofure  is  in  height  about  two  rods  :  it  hath  but  one 
gate  or  entry  tliereat,  which  is  fliut  with  piles,  flakes  and  bars  :  over  it,  and  alfo  in 
many  places  of  the  wall,  there  be  places  to  run  along,  and  ladders  to  get  up,  all  full  of 
Hones,  for  the  defence  of  it. 

There  are  in  the  town  about  50  houfes,  about  50  paces  long,  and  12  or  15  broad, 
built  all  of  wood,  covered  over  with  the  bark  of  the  wood  as  broad  as  any  board,  very 
finely  and  cunningly  jonied  together.  Within  the  faid  houfes  there  are  many  rooms,, 
lodgings,  and  chambers.  In  the  midft  of  every  one,  there  is  a  great  court,  in  the 
middle  whereof  they  make  their  fire.  They  live  in  common  together ;  then  do  the 
hufbands,  wives,  and  children,  each  one  retire  themfelves  to  their  chambers.  They  have 
alio  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes  certain  garrets,  wherein  they  keep  their  corn  to  make 
their  bread  withal :  they  call  it  Carraconny,  which  they  make  as  hereafter  fliall  follow. 
They  have  certain  pieces  of  wood  made  hollow,  like  thofe  v/hereon  we  beat  our  hemp, 
and  with  certain  bettus  of  wood,  they  beat  their  corn  to  powder  ;  then  they  make  pafte 
of  it,  and  of  the  pafte,  cakes  or  wreaths,  then  they  lay  them  on  a  broad  and  hot  ftone, 
and  then  cover  it  with  hot  ftones,  and  fo  they  bake  their  bread  inftead  of  ovens.  They 
make  alfo  fundry  forts  of  pottage  with  the  faid  corn  and  alfo  of  peafe  and  of  beans, 
whereof  they  have  great  ftore,  as  alfo  with  other  fruits,  as  mufk  mellons,  and  very 
great  cucumbers.  They  have  alfo  in  their  houfes  certain  veffels,  as  big  as  any  butt  or 
ton,  wherein  they  preferve  and  keep  their  fi(h,  caufing  the  fame  in  fummer  to  be  dried 
in  the  fun,  and  live  therewith  in  winter,  whereof  they  make  great  provifion,  as  we  by 
experience  have  feen.  All  their  viands  and  meals  are  without  any  favour  or  fait  at  all. 
They  fleep  upon  barks  of  trees  laid  all  along  upon  the  ground,  being  overfpread  with 
the  fkins  of  certain  wild  beafts,  wherewith  they  alfo  clothe  and  cover  themfelves.  The 
thing  moft  precious  that  they  have  in  all  the  world  they  call  Efurgny  :  it  is  as  white  as 
any  fnow  :  they  take  it  in  the  faid  river  of  Cornibotz  in  the  manner  following.  When 
any  one  hath  deferved  death,  or  that  they  take  any  of  their  enemies  in  wars,  firft  they 
kill  him,  then  with  certain  knives,  they  give  great  flaflies  upon  their  buttocks,  flanks, 
thighs,  and  fhouldcrs  ;  then  they  caft  the  faid  body,  fo  mangled,  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  in  a  place  where  the  faid  Efurgny  is,  and  there  leave  it  ten,  or  twelve 
hours,  then  take  it  up  again,  and  in  the  cuts  find  the  find  Efurgny  or  Carnibotz.  Of 
them  they  made  beads,  and  wear  them  about  their  necks,  even  as  we  do  chains  of 
gold  and  filver,  accounting  it  the  prccioufeft  thing  in  the  world..  They  have  this 
virtue  and  property  in  them,  they  will  ftop  or  Itaunch  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  for  we  have 

proved  it. 

The  people  are  given  to  no  other  exercife,  but  only  to  hufl^andry  and  fifliing  for  their 
fuftenance  :  they  have  no  care  of  any  other  wealth  or  conunodity  in  this  world,  for 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  that  is  bccaufe  they  never  travel  and  go  out  of  their 
country,  as  thofe  of  Canada,  and  Saguenay  do  ;  albeit  the  Canadians  with  eight  or  nine 
villages  more  along  that  river  be  fubjcft  unto  them. 

So  foon  as  we  were  come  near  the  town,  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
came  to  prefent  themfelves  before  us  after  their  fafliion,  maldng  very  much  of  us : 

we 
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we  were  by  our  guides  brought  into  the  midft  of  the  town.  They  have  in  the  mid- 
dlemoll  part  of  their  houfcs,  a  large  fquare  place,  being  from  fide  to  fide  a  good 
ilone's  cad,  whither  we  were  brought,  and  tiiere  uith  figns  were  coininaiided  to  itav  : 
then  fuddenly  all  the  women  and  maidens  of  the  town,  gathered  theinfelves  togfihcr, 
part  of  which  had  their  arms  full  of  young  children,  and  as  many  as  could,  came 
to  rub  our  faces,  our  arms,  and  what  part  of  the  body  foever  they  could  touch, 
weeping  for  very  joy  that  they  faw  us,  fhewing  us  the  bell  countenance  tliat 
pofiibly  they  could,  defiring  us  with  their  figns,  that  it  v/ould  pleafe  us  to  touch  their 
ciiildren. 

That  done,  the  men  caufed  the  women  to  withdraw  themfelves  back,  then  they  every 
one  fat  down  on  the  ground  round  about  us,  as  if  they  would  have  fhewn  or  rehearfed 
fome  comedy  or  other  fhew  :  then  prefently  came  the  women  again,  every  one  bring- 
ing a  four-fquare  mat  in  manner  of  carpets,  and  fpreading  them  abroad  upon  the 
ground  in  that  place  they  caufed  us  to  fit  upon  them.  That  done,  the  lord  or  king  of  the 
country  was  brought  upon  nine  or  ten  mens'  fliou]ders,(whom  in  their  tongue  they  call 
Agouhanna),  fitting  upon  a  great  flag's  fkin,  and  they  laid  him  down  upon  the  fore- 
faid  mats,  near  to  the  captain,  every  one  beckoning  unto  us  that  he  was  their  lord 
and  king.  This  Agouhanna  was  a  man  about  fifty  years  old  ;  he  was  no  whit  better 
apparelled  than  any  of  the  relt,  only  excepted,  that  he  had  a  certain  thing  made  of  the 
fkins  of  hedgehogs,  like  unto  a  red  wreath,  and  that  was  inftead  of  his  crown.  He  was- 
full  of  the  palfy,  and  his  members  fhrunk  together. 

After  he  had  with  certain  figns  faluted  our  captain  and  all  his  company,  and  by 
manifefl  tokens  bid  all  welcome,  he  fliewed  his  legs  and  arms  to  our  captain,  and  with 
figns  defired  him  to  touch  them,  and  fo  he  did,  rubbing  them  with  his  own  hands. 
Then  did  Agouhanna  take  the  wreath  or  crown  he  had  about  his  head,  and  gave  it  unto 
our  captain  :  that  done,  they  brought  before  him  divers  difeafed  men,  fome  blind,  fome 
cripple,  fome  lame  and  impotent,  and  fome  fo  old  that  the  hair  of  their  eye-lids  came 
down  and  covered  their  cheeks,  and  laid  them  all  along  before  our  captain,  to  the  end 
they  might  of  him  be  touched  ;  for  it  feemed  unto  them  that  God  was  defcended  and 
come  down  from  heaven  to  heal  them. 

Our  captain  feeing  the  mifery  and  devotion  of  this  poor  people,  recited  the  Gofpel 
of  St.  John,  that  is  to  fay,  '  In  the  beginning  was  the  word  ;'  touching  every  one  that 
were  difeafed,  praying  to  God  that  it  would  pleafe  him  to  open  the  hearts  of  this  poor 
people,  and  to  make  them  know  his  holy  word,  and  that  they  might  receive  baptihn 
and  chriftendom :  that  done  he  took  a  fervice  book  in  his  hand,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
read  all  thepaflion  of  Chri!!:,  word  by  word,  that  all  the  ftandcrs-by  might  hear  him: 
all  which  while  this  poor  people  kept  filence,  and  were  marvelloufly  attentive,  looking 
up  to  heaven,  and  imitating  us  in  geilures.  Then  he  caufed  the  men  all  orderly  to  be  fet 
on  one  fide,  the  women  on  another,  and  likewife  the  children  on  another  ;  and  to 
the  chiefeft  of  them  he  gave  hatchets,  to  the  others  knives,  and  to  the  women  beads,  and 
fuch  other  fmall  trifles.  Then  where  the  children  were,  he  call  ringp,  counters  and 
broaches  made  of  tin,  whereat  they  feemed  to  be  very  glad.  That  done,  our  captain 
commanded  trumpets  and  other  mufical  inilruments  to  be  founded,  which  when  they 
heard  they  were  very  merry.  Then  we  took  our  leave  and  went  to  our  boat :  the 
women  feeing  that,  put  themfelves  before  to  lUiy  us,  and  brought  us  out  of  their  meats 
that  they  had  made  ready  for  us,  as  fifh,  pottage,  beans,  and  fuch  other  things,  tliink- 
ing  to  make  us  eat  and  dine  in  that  place  :  but  becaufe  the  meats  had  no  favour  at  all 
of  fait,  we  liked  them  not,  but  thanked  them,  and  with  figns  gave  them  to  underfland 
that  we  had  no  need  to  eat* 

When 
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When  we  were  out  of  the  town  divers  of  the  men  and  women  followed  us,  and 
brought  us  to  the  top  of  the  forefaid  mountain,  which  we  named  Mount  Royal  :  it  is 
about  a  league  from  the  town.  When  we  were  on  the  top  of  it  we  might  difcern  and 
plainly  fee  30  leagues  about. 

On  the  north  fide  of  it  there  are  many  hills  to  be  feen  running  weft  and  eaft,  and 
as  many  more  on  the  fouth,  amongft  and  between  the  which,  the  country  is  as  fair  and 
pleafant  as  pofTibly  can  be  feen,  being  level,  fmooth,  and  very  plain,  fit  to  be  hufbanded 
and  tilled  ;  and  in  the  midft  of  thofe  fields  we  faw  the  river  further  up  a  great  vi^y 
than  where  we  had  left  our  boats,  where  was  the  greateft  and  the  fwiftell  fall  of  water 
that  any  where  hath  been  feen,  and  as  great,  wide,  and  large  as  our  fight  might  difcern, 
going  S.  W.  along  three  fair  and  round  mountains  that  we  faw,  as  we  judged,  about 
15  leagues  from  us.  Thofe  which  brought  us  thither  told  and  (hewed  us,  that  in  the 
faid  river  there  were  three  fuch  falls  of  water  more,  as  that  was  where  we  had  left  our 
boats  5  but  becaufe  we  could  not  underiland  their  language,  we  could  not  know  how 
far  they  were  one  from  another.  Moreover  they  fliewed  us  with  figns  that  the  faid  three 
falls  being  paft,  a  man  might  fail  the  ipace  of  three  months  more  along  that  river  ; 
and  that  along  the  hills  that  are  on  the  north  fide,  there  is  a  great  river,  which  (even 
as  the  other)  cometh  from  the  weft  :  we  thought  it  to  be  the  river  that  runneth  through 
the  country  of  Saguenay,  and  without  any  fign  or  queftion  moved  or  afked  of  them, 
they  took  the  chain  of  our  captain's  whiftle,  which  was  of  filver,  and  the  dagger  haft  of 
one  of  our  fellow  mariners,  hanging  on  his,  being  of  yellow  copper  gilt,  and  fhewed 
us  that  fuch  ftuff  came  from  the  faid  liver,  and  that  there  be  Agouionda,  that  is  as 
much  as  to  fav,  an  evil  people,  who  go  all  armed  even  to  their  fingers  ends  :  alfo  they 
ihewed  us  the  manner  and  making  of  their  armour;  they  are  made  of  cords,  and 
wood,  finely  and  cunningly  wrought  together. 

They  grve  us  alfo  to  underftand  that  thofe  Agouionda  do  continually  war  againft 
one  another,  but  becaufe  we  did  not  underftand  them  well,  we  could  not  perceive  how 
far  it  was  to  that  country. 

Our  captain  fliewed  them  red  copper,  which  in  their  language  they  call  Caignetadze, 
and  looking  towards  that  country,  with  figns  afked  them  if  any  came  from  thence; 
they  ftiaked  their  heads  anfwered  no  :  but  they  fhewed  us  that  it  came  from  Saguenay, 
and  that  lyeth  clear  contrary  to  the  other. 

After  we  had  heard  and  feen  thefe  things  of  them,  we  drew  to  our  boats,  accom- 
panied with  a  great  multitude  of  thofe  people  :  fome  of  them  when  as  they  faw  any  of 
our  fellows  weary, would  take  them  up  041  their  ftioulders,  and  carry  them  as  on  horfe- 
back.  So  foon  as  we  came  to  our  boats  we  hoifted  fail  to  go  towards  our  pinnace, 
doubting  of  fome  mifchance.  Our  departure  grieved  and  difpleafed  them  very  much, 
for  they  followed  us  along  the  river  as  far  as  they  could.  We  went  fo  faft  that  on  Mon- 
day, being  the  4th  of  Oftober,  we  came  where  our  pinnace  was. 

On  the  5th  we  hoifted  fail,  and  with  our  pinnace  an4  boats  departed  from  thence 
towards  the  province  of  Canada,  to  the  port  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  where  we  had  left  our 
Ihips.  The  7th  day  we  came  againft  a  river  that  cometh  from  the  north,  and  entered 
into  that  river,  at  the  entrance  whereof  are  four  little  illands  full  of  fair  and  goodly 
trees  :  we  named  that  river.  The  River  of  Fouetz  :  but  becaufe  one  of  thofe  iilands 
ftretcheth  itfelf  a  great  way  into  the  river,  our  captain  at  the  point  of  it  cauled  a  goodly 
great  crofs  to  be  fct  up,  and  commanded  the  boats  to  be  made  ready,  ihat  with  the 
next  tide  he  might  go  up  the  faid  river,  and  confider  the  quality  of  it,  which  we  did, 
and  that  day  went  up  as  far  as  we  could  ;  but  becaufe  we  found  it  to  be  of  no  import- 
ance, and  very  fliallow,  we  returned  and  failed  down  the  river. 

8  The 
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The  I  ith  of  Odober  we  came  to  the  port  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  where  our  fhips  were, 
and  found  tliat  the  marters  and  mariners  we  had  left  there,  had  made  and  reared  a 
trench  before  the  fliips,  altogether  clofed  with  great  pieces  of  timber  fet  upright,  and 
very  well  i'altened  together  :  then  liad  they  bcfet  the  laid  trench  about  with  pieces  of 
artillery  and  other  neceflary  things,  to  fhield  and  defend  themfelves  from  the  power  of 
all  the  country. 

So  foon  as  the  lord  of  the  country  heard  of  our  coming,  the  next  day  being  the 
1 2th  Oftober  he  came  to  vifit  us,  accompanied  with  Taignoagny,  Domagaia  and  many 
others,  faining  to  be  very  glad  of  our  coming,  making  much  of  our  captain,  who 
as  friendly  as  he  could  entertain  tliem,  albeit  they  had  not  dcferved  it.  Dounacona  their 
lord  the  next  day  defired  our  captain  to  come  and  fee  Canada,  which  he  promifed, 
for  on  the  13th,  he  with  all  his  gentlemen  and  fifty  of  his  mariners  very  well  appointed, 
went  to  vifit  Dounacona  and  his  people  about  a  league  from  our  fliips  ;  the  place 
where  they  make  their  abode  is  called  Stadacona. 

When  we  were  about  a  ftone's  cafl:  from  their  houfes,  many  of  the  inhabitants  came 
to  meet  us,  being  all  fet  in  a  rank,  and  (as  their  cuflom  isj  the  men  all  on  one  fide, 
and  the  women  on  the  other,  flill  dancing  and  unging  without  any  ceafing  :  and  after 
we  had  faluted  and  received  one  another,  our  captain  gave  them  knives  and  fuch  other 
flight  things ;  then  he  caufed  all  the  women  and  children  to  pafs  along  before  him, 
giving  each  one  a  ring  of  tin,  for  vhich  they  gave  him  hearty  thanks :  this  done,  our 
captain  was  by  Dounacona  and  Taignoagny  brought  to  fee  their  houfes,  which  the 
quality  confuL-red)  wereverv  well  provided,  and  fl:ored  with  fuch  vi£lualsas  the  country 
yieldeth,  to  pafs  away  the  winter  withal. 

Then  they  fliewed  us  the  fkins  of  five  mens'  heads,  fpread  upon  boards  as  we  do  ufe 
parchment.  Dounacona  told  us  that  they  were  fl<.ins  of  Toudamani,  a  people  dwell- 
ing towards  the  fouih,  who  continually  do  war  againft  them.  IVIoreover  they  told  us 
that  it  was  two  years  pafl  that  thofe  Toudamans  came  to  aflault  them,  yea  even  into  the 
faid  river,  in  an  ifland  that  lyeth  over  againft  Saguenay,  were  they  had  in  the  night 
before,  as  they  were  going  a  war-faring  in  Hognedo,  wich  200  perfons,  men,  women 
and  children,  who  being  all  afleep  in  a  fort  that  they  had  made,  they  were  aflaulted  by 
the  faid  Toudamans,  v.ho  put  fire  round  about  the  fort,  and  as  they  would  have  come 
out  of  it  to  fave  themfelves,  they  w  ere  all  flain,  only  five  excepted,  who  efcaped  :  for 
which  lofs  they  yet  forrowed,  fliewing  with  figns,  that  one  day  they  would  be  revenged. 
That  done,  we  came  to  our  fliips  again. 

This  people  believed  no  whit  in  God,  but  in  one  whom  they  called  Cudruaigni  :  they 
fay  that  often  he  fpeaketh  with  them,  and  telleth  them  what  weather  fliall  follow,  whe- 
ther good  or  bad  :  moreover  they  fay  that  when  he  is  angry  with  them  he  cafteth  dufl: 
into  their  eyes  :  they  believe  that  when  they  die  they  go  into  the  ftars,  and  thence  by 
little  and  little  defcend  down  into  the  horizon,  even  as  the  ftars  do,  and  that  then  they 
go  into  certain  green  fields,  full  of  fair  and  precious  trees,  flowers,  and  fruits. 

After  that  they  had  given  us  thefe  things  to  underftand,  we  fliewed  them  their  error, 
and  told  that  their  Cudruaigni  did  but  deceive  them,  for  he  is  but  a  devil,  and  an  evil 
ipirit ;  aftirming  unto  them  that  there  is  but  one  only  God,  who  is  in  heaven,  and  who 
giveth  us  all  neceflaries,  being  the  Creator  ot  all  himfelf,  and  that  only  we  muft  believe 
in  him  :  moreover  that  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  be  baptized,  otherwife  we  are  damned 
into  htll.  Thefe  and  many  other  things  concerning  our  faith  and  religion  we  fliewed 
them,  all  which  they  did  eafily  believe,  calling  their  Cudruaigni,  Aguaida,  that  is  to  fay, 
nought,  fo  that  very  earneftly  they  defired  and  prayed  our  captain,  that  he  would 
caufe  them  to  be  bapuzed,  and  their  lord,  and  Taignqagny  and  Domagaia,  and  all  the 

people 
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people  of  tlic  town  came  unto  us  hoping  to  be  baptized  :  but  becaufe  we  did  not 
tliorouji;hly  know  their  mind,  and  that  there  was  nobody  could  teach  them  our  belief 
and  religion,  we  excufed  ourfelves,  defiring  Taignoagny  and  Doinagaia  to  tell  the  reft 
of  their  countrymen,  tliat  he  would  come  again  another  time,  and  bring  priefls  and 
chrifome  with  us,  for  without  them  they  could  not  be  baptized  ;  which  they  did 
eafilv  believe,  for  Domagaia  and  Taignoagny  had  feen  many  children  baptized  ia 
Britainv  whiles  they  were  there  :  which  promife  when  they  heard,  they  feemcd  to  be 
very  glad. 

They  live  in  common  together,  and  of  fuch  commodities  as  their  country  yieldeth, 
they  are  indifferently  well  ftored.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  cloathe  themfelves 
with  the  Ikins  of  certain  wild  beafts,  but  very  miferably.  In  winter  they  wear  hofen 
and  flioes  made  of  wild  bead's  iVdns,  and  in  fummer  they  go  bare-footed.  They  keep 
and  obferve  the  rights  of  matrimony,  faving  that  every  one  weddeth  two  or  three 
wives,  which  (their  hufbands  being  dead)  do  never  marry  again,  but  for  the  death  of 
their  hufbands,  wear  a  certain  black  weed  all  the  days  of  their  life,  befmearing  all  their 
faces  with  coal  dull  and  greafe,  mingled  together  as  thick  as  the  back  of  a  knife  ;  and 
by  that  they  are  known  to  be  widows. 

They  have  a  filthy  and  deteflable  ufe  in  marrying  of  their  maidens,  and  that  is  this; 
they  put  them  all  (after  they  are  of  lawful  age  to  marry)  in  a  common  place,  as 
harlots,  free  for  every  mm  that  will  have  to  do  with  them,  until  fuch  time  as  they  find 
a  match.  This  I  fay,  Ixcaufel  have  feen  by  experience  many  houfen  full  of  thofe 
damfels,  even  as  our  fchools  are  full  of  children  in  France  to  learn  to  read.  More- 
over the  mifrule  and  riot  that  they  keep  in  thofe  houfes  is'  very  great,  for  very  wantonly 
they  fport  and  dally  together,  ihewing  whatfoever  God  hath  lent  them. 

They  are  no  men  of  great  labour.  They  dig  their  grounds  with  certain  pieces  of 
wood,  as  big  as  half  a  fword,  on  which  ground  groweth  their  corn,  which  they  call 
Offici :  it  is  as  big  as  our  fmall  peafon  :  there  is  great  quantity  of  it  growing  in  Brafil. 
They  have  alfo  great  (lore  of  mufk  mellons,  pompions,  gourds,  cucumbers,  peafon 
and  beans  of  every  colour,  yet  differing  from  ours.  There  groweth  alfo  a  certain  kind 
of  herb,  whereof  in  fummer  they  make  great  provifion  for  all  the  year,  making  great 
account  of  it,  and  only  men  ufe  of  it ;  and  firff  they  caufe  it  to  be  dried  in  the  fun, 
then  wear  it  about  their  necks  wrapped  in  a  little  bead's  ildn,  made  like  a  little  bag, 
with  a  hollow  piece  of  ftone  or  wood  like  a  pipe  :  then  when  they  pleafo  they  make 
powder  of  it,  and  then  put  it  in  one  of  the  ends  of  the  laid  cornet  or  pipe,  and  lay- 
in<T  a  cole  of  fire  upon  it,  at  the  other  end  fuck  fo  long,  that  they  fill  their  bodies  full 
of  fmoke,  till  it  cometh  out  of  their  mouth  and  noffrils,  even  as  out  of  the  tunnel  of  a 
chinmcy.  They  fay  that  this  doth  keep  them  warm  and  in  health  :  they  never  go  with- 
out fome  of  it  about  them.  We  ourfelves  have  tried  the  fame  fmoke,  and  having  put 
it  in  our  mouths,  it  feemed  almoft  as  hot  as  pepper. 

The  women  of  that  country  do  labour  much  more  than  the  men,  as  well  in  fifliing 
(whereto  they  are  greatly  given)  as  in  tilling  and  hufbanding  their  grounds,  and  other 
things :  as  well  the  men,  as  women  and  children,  are  much  more  able  to  refill  cold, 
than  favage  beafis,  for  we  with  our  own  eyes  have  feen  fome  of  them,  when  it  was 
coldeft,  (which  cold  was  extremely  raw  and  bitter,)  come  to  our  fliips  dark  naked, 
going  upon  fiiow  and  ice,  which  thing  feemeth  Incredible  to  them  that  have  not 
feen  it. 

When  as  the  fnowand  ice  lyeth  on  the  ground,  they  take  great  ftore  of  wild  beafts, 
as  fawns,  ftags,  bears,  marterns,  hares  and  [oxes,  with  divers  other  forts,  whofe  flefh 
they  eat  raw,  having  firfl  dried  it  ia  the  fun  or  fmoke,  and  fo  they  do  their  fifh.     As 

5  far 
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hr  forth  as  we  could  perceive  and  underhand  by  thc-fe  people,  it  vere  a  very  crfy 
thing  to  bring  them  to  ibme  familiarity   and  civility,  and  mai<c  them  learn  what  oi.e 

V.(Mlld. 

The  faid  river  beginneth  beyond  the  Ifland  of  the  Afliimplion,  over  apainfl  tl  c  hij..h 
mcaintains  of  Hognedo,  and  ot  the  feven  iflands :  the  diftance  over  from  one  fide  m 
the  other  is  about  35  or  40  leagues  :  in  the  niidft  it  is  above  200  fathom  deep.  TIjc 
fureltway  to  fail  upcm  it  is  upon  the  fouth  fide;  and  toward  the  north,  that  is  to  fav. 
from  the  faid  feven  iflands,  from  fide  to  fide  there  is  feven  leagues  diflancc,  w  here  are 
alfo  two  great  rivers  that  come  down  from  the  hills  of  Saguenay,  and  make  divers  very 
dangerous  flielves  in  the  fea.- 

At  the  eiitrance  of  thofe  two  rivers,  we  faw  many  a  great  flore  of  whales  and  fea- 
horfes.  Over  athwart  the  faid  iflands  there  is  another  little  river,  that  runneth  along 
thofe  marfli  grounds  about  three  or  four  leagues,  wherein  there  is  great  ftore  of  watir 
fowls.  From  the  entrance  of  that  river  to  Ilochelaga,  there  is  about  300  leagues  dii'. 
tance :  the  original  beginning  of  it  is  in  the  river  that  cometh  from  Saguenay,  which 
rifeth  and  fpringeth  among  high  and  fleep  hills,  it  entereth  into  that  river,  before  it 
cometh  to  the  province  of  Canada,  on  the  north  fide.  That  river  is  very  deep,  higii, 
and  ftraight,  wherefore  it  is  very  dangerous  for  any  veffel  to  go  upon  it.  After  that 
river  followeth  the  province  of  Canada,  wherein  are  many  people  dwelling  in  open 
boroughs  and  villages  :  there  are  alfo  in  the  circuit  and  territory  of  Canada,  along  and 
within  the  faid  river,  many  other  iflands,  fome  great  and  fonie  fmall,  among  which  there 
is  one  that  containeth  ten  leagues  in  length,  full  of  good  and  high  trees,  and  alfo  many 
vines.  You  may  go  into  it  from  both  fides,  but  yet  the  furelt  paffage  is  on  the  fouth 
fide. 

On  the  fliore  or  bank  of  tliat  river  weftward,  there  is  a  goodly,  fair,  and  delegable 
bay  or  creek,  convenient  and  fit  for  to  harbour  fhips  ;  hard  by  there  is  in  that  river 
one  place  very  narrow,  deep,  and  fwift  running,  but  it  is  not  pafling  the  third  part  of 
a  league,  over  againft  the  which  there  is  a  goodly  high  piece  of  land,  with  a  town 
therein,  and  the  countr}'  about  it  is  very  well  tilled  and  wrought,  and  as  good  as  pof- 
fibly  can  be  feen  :  that  is  the  place  and  abode  of  Dounacona,  and  of  our  two  men  we 
took  in  our  firft  voyage  ;  it  is  called  Stradacona  :  but  before  we  come  to  it  there  are 
four  other  peopled  towns,  that  is  to  lay,  A)Tafte,  Starnatan,  Tailla,  which  flandeth 
upon  a  hill,  Scitadin,  and  then  Stradacona,  under  which  town  towards  the  north,  the 
river  and  port  of  the  Holy  Crofs  is,  where  we  ftaid  from  the  15th  of  September, 
until  the  i6th  of  May  1536,  and  there  our  fliips  rtniained  dry  as  we  haVe  faid 
before. 

That  place  being  pafl:,  we  found  the  habitation  of  the  people  called  Tcguenondahi, 
flanding  upon  an  high  mountain,  and  the  valley  of  Hochelai,  which  flandeth  in  a 
champaigne  country. 

All  the  faid  country  on  both  fides  the  river,  as  far  as  Hochelay  and  beyond,  is  as 
fair  and  plain  as  ever  was  feen.  There  are  certain  mountains  far  diftant  from  the  faid 
river,  which  are  to  be  feen  above  the  forefaid  towns,  from  which  mountains  divers 
rivers  dcfcend,  which  fall  into  the  faid  great  river.  All  that  country  is  full  of  fundry 
forts  of  wood  and  many  vines,  unlefs  it  be  about  tlie  places  that  are  inhabited,  where 
they  have  pulled  up  the  trees  to  till  and  labour  the  ground,  and  to  build  their 
houfes  and  lodgings.  There  is  great  ftore  of  ftags,  deer,  bears,  and  other  fuch  like 
forts  of  hearts,  as  conies,  hares,  martens,  foxes,  otters,  beavers,  weafels,  badgers,  and 
rats  exceeding  great,  and  divers  other  forts  of  wild  hearts.  ll:ey  clcathe  themfelves 
with  the  fkins  of  thofe  hearts,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  make  them  apparel 
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withal.  There  are  alfo  many  forts  of  birds,  as  cranes,  fwans,  buftards,  wild  geefe, 
white  and  grey  ;  ducks,  thruflies.  blackbirds,  turtles,  wild  pigeons,  linnets,  finches, 
red  breads,  flares,  nightingales,  fparrows,  and  other  birds,  even  as  in  France.  Alfo  as 
we  have  faid  before,  the  faid  river  is  the  plentifullefl;  of  fifh  that  ever  hath  of  any  man 
been  feen,  or  heard  of,  becaufe  from  the  mouth  to  the  end  of  it,  according  to  their 
feafons,  you  fhall  find  all  forts  of  frefh  water  fifh  and  fait.  There  are  alfo  many  whales, 
porpoifes,  fea-horfcs  and  adhothuis,  which  is  a  kind  of  fifli  that  we  had  never  feen  nor 
heard  of  before.  They  are  as  great  as  porpoifes,  as  white  as  any  fnow,  their  body  and  head 
fafliioned  as  a  greyhound,  they  are  wont  always  to  abide  between  the  frefh  and  fait  water, 
which  beginneth  between  the  river  of  Saguenay  and  Canada. 

After  our  return  from  Hochelaga,  we  dealt,  trafficked,  and  with  great  familiarity 
and  love  were  converfant  with  thofe  that  dwelt  nearell  unto  our  fhips,  except  that  fome- 
times  we  had  ftrife  and  contention,  with  certain  naughty  people,  full  fore  againfl  the  will 
of  the  others.  We  underflood  of  Douaacona  and  of  others,  that  the  faid  river  is  called 
the  River  of  Saguenay,  and  goeth  to  Saguenay,  being  fomewhat  more  than  a  league 
farther  W.  N.  W.  and  that  eight  or  nine  days  journies  beyond,  it  will  bear  but  fmall 
boats.  But  the  right  and  ready  way  to  Saguenay,  is  up  that  river  to  Hochelaga,  and 
then  into  another  that  cometh  from  Saguenay,  and  then  entereth  into  the  aforefaid  river, 
and  that  there  is  yet  one  month's  failing  thither. 

Moreover  they  told  us  and  gave  us  to  underfland,  that  there  are  people  clad  with 
cloth  as  we  are,  very  honeft,  and  many  inhabited  towns,  and  that  they  have  great  flore 
of  gold  and  red  copper :  and  that  about  the  land  beyond  the  faid  firfl  river  to  Hoche- 
laga and  Saguenay,  is  an  ifland  environed  round  about  with  that  and  other  rivers  ;  and 
that  beyond  Saguenay  the  faid  river  entereth  into  two  or  three  great  lakes,  and  that 
there  is  a  fea  of  frefh  water  found,  and  as  they  have  heard  fay  of  thofe  of  Saguenay, 
there  was  never  man  heard  of  that  found  out  the  end  thereof;  for  as  they  told  us,  they 
themfelves  were  never  there. 

Moreover  they  told  us  that  where  we  had  left  our  pinnace  when  we  went  to  Hoche- 
laga, there  is  a  river  that  goeth  S.  W.,  from  whence  there  is  a  whole  month's  failing  to 
go  to  a  certain  land,  where  there  is  neither  ice  nor  fnow  feen,  where  the  inhabitants  do 
continually  war  one  againft  another  ;  where  is  great  flore  of  oranges,  almonds,  nuts, 
and  apples,  with  many  other  forts  of  fruits,  and  that  the  men  and  women  are  clad  with 
hearts  Ikins,  even  as  they.  We  afls.ed  them  if  there  were  any  gold  or  red  copper,  they 
anfvvered  no.  I  take  this  place  to  be  toward  Florida,  as  far  as  I  could  perceive  and  un- 
derftand  by  their  figns  and  tokens. 

In  the  month  of  December  we  underftood  that  the  peftilence  was  come-  among  the 
people  of  Stadacona,  in  fuch  fort  that  before  we  knew  of  it,  according  to  their  confef- 
fion,  there  were  dead  above  fifty  :  whereupon  we  charged  them  neither  to  come  near 
our  fort,  nor  about  our  fliips,  or  us.  And  albeit  we  had  driven  them  from  us,  the  faid 
unknown  ficknefs  began  to  fpread  itfelf  amongft  us,  after  the  ftraiigefl  fort  that  ever 
was  heard  of  or  feen,  infomuch  that  fome  did  lofe  all  their  ftrength  and  could  not 
ftand  on  their  feet ;  then  did  their  legs  fwell,  their  finews  fhrink  as  black  as  any  coal. 
Others  alfo  had  all  their  fkins  fpotted  with  fpots  of  blood  of  a  purple  colour  ;  then 
did  it  afccnd  up  to  their  ankles,  knees,  thighs,  fliouldcrs,  arms  and  neck  :  their  mouth 
became  ftinking,  their  gums  fo  rotten^  that  all  the  flefh  did  fall  off,  even  to  the  roots  of 
the  teeth,  which  alfo  did  almoR  all  fiill  out.  With  fuch  infedion  did  this  ficknefs  fpread 
itfelf  in  our  three  fliips,  that  about  the  middle  of  February,  of  no  pcrlbns  that  we 
were,  there  were  not  ten  whole,  fo  that  one  could  not  help  the  other,  a  moft  horrible  and 
pitiful  cafe,  confidering  the  place  we  were  in,  for  fo  much  as  the  people  of  the  country 
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would  daily  come  before  our  fort,  and  faw  but  few  of  us.  Tlicrc  were  already  eight 
dead,  and  more  than  fifty  fick,  and  as  we  thouc;ht  paft  all  hope  of  recovery.  Our 
captain  feeing  this  our  mifery,  and  that  the  ficknefs  was  gone  fo  far,  ordained  and 
commanded,  that  every  one  (hould  devoutly  prepare  himi'elf  to  prayer,  and  in  remem- 
brance of  Chrift,  caufed  his  image  to  be  fet  upon  a  tree,  about  a  flight  fhot  from  the 
fort  amidll  the  ice  and  fnow,  giving  all  men  to  undcrfland,  that  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing, fervice  fliould  be  faid  there,  and  that  whofoever  could  go  fick  or  whole, 
Ihould  go  thither  in  proceflion,  finging  the  feven  pfalms  of  David,  with  other  litanies, 
praying  mod  heartily  that  it  would  pleafe  the  fuid  our  Chrlfl  to  have  compaflion  upon 
us.  Service  being  done,  and  as  well  celebrated  as  we  could,  our  captain  there  made  ?i 
vow,  that  if  it  would  pleafe  God  to  give  him  leave  to  return  into  France,  he  would  go 
on  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady  of  Roqueinado. 

That  day  Philip  Rougemont,  born  in  Amboife,  died,  being  22  years  old,  and  becaufe 
the  ficknefs  was  to  us  unknown,  our  Captain  caufed  him  to  be  ripped,  to  fee  if  by  any 
means  poflible  we  might  know  what  it  was,  and  fo  feek  means  to  favc  and  preferve  the 
reft  of  the  company.  He  was  found  to  have  his  heart  white,  but  rotten,  and  more  than 
a  quart  of  red  water  about  it :  his  liver  was  indifferent  fair,  but  his  lungs  black  and 
mortified,  his  blood  was  altogether  flirunk  about  the  heart ;  fo  that  when  he  was 
opened  great  quantity  of  rotten  blood  ifl'ued  out  from  about  his  heart :  his  milt  to- 
ward the  back  was  fomewhat  periflied,  rough  as  if  it  had  been  rubbed  againft  a  Itone. 
Moreover,  becaufe  one  of  his  thighs  was  very  black  without,  it  was  opened,  but  within  it 
was  whole  and  found  :  that  done,  as  well  as  we  could  he  was  buried. 

In  fuch  fort  did  the  ficknefs  continue  and  increafe,  that  there  were  not  above  three 
found  men  in  the  fhips,  and  none  was  able  to  get  under  hatches  to  draw  drink  for  him- 
felf,  nor  for  his  fellows.  Sometimes  we  were  conftrained  to  bury  fome  of  the  dead 
under  the  fnow,  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  dig  any  graves  for  them,  the  ground  was 
fo  hard  frozen,  and  we  fo  weak. 

Befides  this  we  did  greatly  fear  that  the  people  of  the  country  would  perceive  our 
weaknefs  and  mifery,  which  to  hide,  our  captain,  whom  it  pleafed  God  always  to  keep 
in  health,  would  go  out  with  two  or  three  of  the  company,  fome  fick  and  fome  whole  j 
whom  when  he  faw  out  of  the  fort,  he  would  throw  ftones  at  them  and  chide  them, 
feigning  that  fo  foon  as  he  came  again,  he  would  beat  them,  and  then  with  fighs 
fhew  the  people  of  the  country  that  he  caufed  all  his  men  to  work  and  labour  in  the 
fhips,  fome  in  caulking  them,  fome  in  beating  of  chalk,  fome  in  one  thing  and  fome  in 
another,  and  that  he  would  not  have  them  come  forth  until  their  work  was  done  ;  and 
to  make  his  tale  feem  true  and  likely,  he  would  make  all  his  men  whole  and  found,  to 
make  a  great  noife,  with  knocking  fticks,  ftones,  and  hammers,  and  other  things  toge- 
ther :  at  which  time  we  were  fo  opprefled  and  grieved  with  that  ficknefs,  that  we  had 
loft  all  hope  ever  to  fee  France  again,  if  God  in  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy  had  not 
with  his  pitiful  eye  looked  upon  us,  and  revealed  a  fingular  and  excellent  remedy  againft 
all  difeafes  unto  us,  the  beft  that  ever  was  found  upon  earth,  as  hereafter  ftiall  follow. 

From  the  midft  of  November  until  the  midft  of  March,  we  were  kept  in  amidft 
the  ice  above  two  fathoms  thick,  and  fnow  above  four  feet  high  and  more,  higher  than 
the  fides  of  our  ftiips,  which  lafted  till  that  time,  in  fuch  fort,  that  all  onr  drinks  were 
frozen  in  the  veflels,  and  the  ice  through  all  the  Ihips  was  about  a  hand-breadth  thick,  as 
well  above  hatches  as  beneath,  and  fo  much  of  the  river  as  was  frefti,  even  to  Hochelaga 
was  frozen-,  in  which  fpace  there  died  25  of  our  beft  and  chiefeft  men,  and  all  the 
reft  were  fo  fick  that  we  thought  they  fhould  never  recover  again,  only  three  or  four 
excepted. 
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Our  captain  confiderin!:;  our  eftate  (find  how  that  ficknefs  was  encreafed  and  hot 
amongft  us)  one  tlay  went  forth  of  the  fort,  and  walking  upon  the  ice,  he  iaw  a  troop  of 
thofe  countrymen  coming  from  Stradacona,  amongfl:  which  wasDomagaia,  who  not 
pafling  ten  or  twelve  days  before,  had  been  very  fick  of  that  difeafe,  and  had  his  knee 
fwollen  as  big  as  a  child  two  years  old,  all  his  firiews  flirunk  together,  his  teeth  fpoiled, 
his  gums  rotten  and  ifinking.  Our  captain  feeing  him  whole  and  found,  was  thereat 
marvellous  glad,  hoping  to  ur.derftand  and  know  of  him  how  he  had  healed  himfelf, 
to  th.e  end  he  might  eafe  and  help  his  men.  So  foon  as  they  were  come  near  him, 
he  afked  Domagaia  how  he  had  done  to  heal  himfelf.  Heanfwered  that  he  had  taken 
the  juice  and  fap  of  the  leaves  of  a  certain  tree,  and  therewith  had  healed  himfelf; 
for  it  was  a  fingular  remedy  againft  that  difeafe  :  then  our  captain  aiked  of  hina  if  any 
were  to  be  had  thereabout,  dcliring  him  to  fliew  him,  for  to  heal  a  fervant  of  his,  who 
whilft  he  was  in  Camda  with  Dounacona,  was  ftricken  with  that  difeafe.  That  he 
did  becaufe  he  would  not  fhew  the  number  of  his  fick  men.  Domagaia  Uraight  fent 
two  women  to  fetch  fome  of  it,  which  brought  ten  or  twelve  branches  of  it,  and  there- 
withal he  fliewed  the  way  how  to  ufe  it,  and  that  is  thus,  to  take  the  bark  and  leaves 
of  the  f  tid  tree,  and  boil  them  together,  then  to  drink  of  the  faid  decodion  every  other 
day,  and  to  put  the  dregs  of  it  upon  his  legs  that  is  fick.  Moreover,  they  told  us  that 
the  virtue  of  the  tree  was,  to  heal  any  other  difeafe.  The  tree  is  in  their  language  called 
Ameda,  or  Hanneda,  this  is  thought  to  be  the  iaflafras  tree. 

Our  captain  prefently  caufed  fome  of  that  drink  to  be  made  for  his  men  to  drink  of 
it,  but  there  was  none  durfl;  tafte  of  it,  except  one  or  two,  who  ventured  the  drinking  of 
it,  only  to  tafle  and  prove  it  :  the  others  feeing  that,  did  the  like,  and  prefently  re- 
covered their  health,  and  were  delivered  of  that  ficknefs,  and  what  other  difeafe  foever, 
in  fuch  fort,  that  there  were  fome  had  been  difeafed  and  troubled  with  the  French  pox 
four  or  five  years,  and  with  this  drink  were  clean  healed. 

After  this  medicine  was  found  and  proved  to  be  true,  there  was  fuch  ftrife  about  if, 
who  fhould  be  firll  to  take  of  it,  that  they  were  ready  to  kill  one  another,  fo  that  a 
tree  as  big  as  any  oak  in  France,  was  fpoiled  and  lopped  bare,  and  occupied  all  In  five 
or  fix  days,  and  it  wrought  fo  well,  that  if  all  the  phyficians  of  Mountpellier  and  Lovaine 
had  been  there,  with  all  the  drugs  of  Alexandria,  they  would  not  have  done  fo  much 
in  one  year,  as  that  tree  did  in  fix  days,  for  it  did  fo  prevail,  that  as  many  as  ufed  of  if, 
by  the  grace  of  God  recovered  their  health. 

While  that  difeafe  lafted  in  our  fhips,  the  Lord  Dounacona,  Taignoagny,  with  many 
others  went  from  home,  feigning  that  they  would  go  to  catch  flags  and  deer,  becaufe 
the  ice  and  fnow  was  fo  broken  along  the  river  that  they  could  fail :  it  was  told  us  of 
Domagaia  and  others,  that  they  would  ftay  out  but  a  fortnight,  and  we  believed  it,  but 
that  they  (taid  above  two  months,  which  made  us  miftruif  that  they  had  been  gone  to 
raife  the  country  to  come  againft  us,  and  do  fome  difpleafure,  we  feeing  ourfelves  fo 
weak  and  faint.  Albeit  we  had  ufed  i'uch  diligence  and  policy  in  our  fort,  that  if  all 
the  power  of  the  country  had  been  about  it,  they  could  have  done  nothing  but  look 
upon  us  :  and  whilft  they  were  forth,  many  of  the  people  came  daily  to  our  fl/ips,  and 
brought  us  freih  meat,  as  ftags,  deer,  filhes,  and  many  other  things,  but  held  them  at 
fuch  an  exceflive  price,  that  rather  than  they  would  fell  them  any  thing  cheap,  many 
times  they  would  carry  them  back  again,  becaufe  that  year  the  winter  was  very  long,  and 
they  had  fome  fcarcity  and  need  ot  them. 

On  the  2ift  day  of  April,  Domagaia  came  to  the  fliore  fide,  accompanied  with  divers 
lufty  and  ftrong  men,  fuch  as  we  were  not  wont  to  fee,  and  told  us  that  their  lord  Douna- 
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cona  would  the  next  day  come  and  fee  us,  and  bring  pjreat  ftorcof  deer's  fl  ^fli,  nnd  o'-'Cr 
ti:ings  witii  him.  The  next  day  lie  came  and  brought  a  great  number  of  men  ro  Sta- 
dacona,  to  what  cmi,  and  for  what  caufe  we  knew  not;  but  (as  the  proverb  faith)  he 
that  t^kes  he"d  nnti  Ihiek^s  hinifclf  from  all  men,  may  hope  to  efcape  horn  fome:  for  we 
had  need  to  look  about  us,  confidering  how  in  number  we  were  diminiflied,  and  in 
Itiength  gready  weakened,  both  by  reafon  of  our  fuknefs,  and  aifo  of  the  number 
tl  a'-  wjre  dead,  fo  that  we  were  conltrained  to  leave  one  of  our  (hips  in  the  port  of  the 
Holy  Crofs. 

Our  captain  was  warned  of  their  coming,  and  how  they  had  brought  a  great  numl^er 
of  men  with  them,  for  Domagaia  came  to  tell  us,  and  durll  not  pafs  the  river  that 
was  betwixt  S-adacona  and  us,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  whereupon  we  milfruded  fomc 
treafon.  Our  captain  feeing  this  fcnt  one  of  his  fer\'^nts  to  them,  accompanied  with 
John  Poulet,  being  beil  beloved  of  thofe  people,  to  fee  who  were  there,  and  what 
they  did.  The  faid  Poulet  and  the  other  feigned  themfelves  only  come  to  vifit  Douna- 
cona,  and  bring  him  certain  prefents,  becaufe  they  had  been  together  a  good  while  in 
the  faid  Dounacona's  town.  So  foon  as  he  heard  of  their  coming  he  got  himfelf  to 
bed,  feigning  to  be  very  fick :  that  done,  they  went  to  Taignoagny's  houfe  to  fee  him, 
and  wherefoever  they  went,  they  faw  fo  many  people,  that  in  a  manner  one  could  not 
ftir  for  another,  and  fuch  men  as  they  were  never  wont  to  fee.  Taignoagny  would  not 
permit  our  men  to  enter  into  any  other  houfes,  but  ftill  kept  them  company,  and 
brought  them  half  way  to  their  fhips,  and  told  them  that  if  it  would  pleafe  our  captain 
to  fliew  him  fo  much  favour  as  to  take  a  lord  of  the  country,  whofe  name  was  Agouna^ 
of  whom  he  had  received  fome  difpleafure,  and  carry  him  with  him  into  France,  he 
fliould  therefore  for  ever  be  bound  unto  him,  and  would  do  for  him  whatever  he  com- 
mand him,  and  bade  the  fervant  come  again  the  next  day,  and  bring  an  anfwer. 

Our  captain  being  advertifed  of  fo  many  people  that  were  there,  not  knowing  to 
what  end,  purpofed  to  play  a  pretty  prank,  that  is  to  fay,  to  take  their  lord  Dounacona, 
Taignoagny,  Domagaia,  and  fome  more  of  the  chiefeft  of  them  prifoners,  infomuch  as 
before  he  had  purpofed,  to  bring  them  into  France,  to  Ihew  unto  our  king,  what  he 
had  feen  in  thofe  weftern  parts,  and  marvels  of  the  world,  for  that  Dounacona  had  told 
us,  that  he  had  been  in  the  country  of  Saguena,  in  which  are  infinite  rubies,  gold,  and 
other  riches,  and  that  there  are  white  men,  who  cloathe  themfelves  with  woollen  cloth, 
even  as  we  do  in  France.  Moreover,  he  reported  that  he  had  been  in  another  country 
of  a  people  called  Picquemians,  and  other  ftrange  people.  The  faid  lord  was  an  old 
man,  and  even  from  his  childhood  had  nt^ver  left  oif  nor  ceafed  from  travelling  into 
ftrange  countries,  as  well  by  water,  and  rivers,  as  by  land. 

The  faid  Poulet  and  the  other  having  told  our  captain  their  embaifage,  and  fliewed 
him  what  Taignoagny's  will  was,  the  next  day  he  fent  his  fervant  again  to  bid 
Taignoagny  come  and  fee  him,  and  fliew  what  he  fliould,  for  he  fliould  be  very  well 
entertained,  and  alfo  part  of  his  will  fliould  be  accompliflied.  Taignoagny  fent  him  word 
that  the  next  day  he  would  come,  and  bring  the  Lord  Dounacona  with  him,  and  him 
which  had  fo  offended  him,  which  he  did  not,  but  Ifaid  two  days,  in  which  rime  none 
came  from  Stadacona  to  our  fliips  as  they  were  wont  to  do,  but  rather  fled  from  us,  as  if 
we  would  have  flain  them,  fo  that  then  we  plainly  perceived  their  knavery. 

But  becaufe  they  underitood  that  thofe  of  Sidadn  did  frequent  our  company,  and 
that  we  had  iorfaken  the  bottom  of  a  fliip  which  we  would  leave  to  have  the  old  nails 
out  of  it,  the  third  day  following  they  came  from  Stadacona,  and  mofl:  of  them  without 
difficulty  did  pafs  from  one  fide  of  the  river  to  the  other  with  fmall  ikiffs  :  but  Douna- 
cona would  not  come  over.     Taignoagny  and  Domagaia  ftood  talking  together  about 
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an  hour  before  they  would  come  over  ;  at  lad  they  came  to  fpeak  with  our  captain. 
There  Taignoagiiy  prayed  him  that  he  would  caufe  the  torefaid  man  to  be  taken  and 
carried  into  France.  Our  captain  refufed  to  do  it,  faying  that  his  king  had  forbidden 
him  to  bring  any  man  or  woman  into  France,  only  that  he  might  bring  two  or  three 
young  boys  to  learn  the  language,  but  that  he  would  willingly  carry  him  to  Newfound- 
land, and  there  leave  him  in  an  ifland.  Our  captain  fpake  this  only  to  affurethem,  tiiat 
they  fliould  bring  Dounacona  with  them,  whom  they  had  left  on  the  other  fide :  which 
words  when  Taignoagny  heard,  he  was  very  glad,  thinking  he  fliould  never  return  into 
France  again,  and  therefore  promifed  to  come  the  next  day,  which  was  the  day  of  the 
Holy  Crofs,  and  to  bring  Dounacona  and  all  his  people  with  him. 

The  third  of  May,  being  Holy  rood  Day,  our  captain  for  the  folemnity  of  the  day, 
caufcd  a  goodly  fair  crofs  of  35  feet  in  height  to  be  fet  up,  under  the  croflet  of  which 
he  caufed  a  fliield  to  be  hanged,  wherein  were  the  arms  of  France,  and  over  them  was 
written  in  antique  letters,  "  Francifcus  primus  Dei  gratia  Francoram  Rex  regnat."  And 
upon  that  day  about  noon,  there  came  a  great  number  of  the  people  of  Stadocana, 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  told  us  that  their  Lord  Dounacona,  Taignoagny,  and 
Domagaia  were  coming,  whereof  we  were  very  glad,  hoping  to  retain  them.  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  came,  and  being  come  near  our  fhips,  our  captain 
went  to  falute  Dounacona,  who  alfo  (hewed  him  a  merry  countenance,  albeit  very 
fearfully  his  eyes  were  ftill  bent  towards  the  wood.  Shortly  after  came  Taignoagny, 
who  bade  Dounacona  that  he  fhould  not  enter  into  our  fort,  and  therefore  fire  was 
brought  forth  by  one  of  our  men  and  kindled  where  their  lord  was.  Our  captain 
prayed  him  to  come  into  our  (hips,  to  eat  and  drink  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  and  alfo 
Taignoagny,  who  promifed  that  after  a  while  he  would  come,  and  fo  they  did  and  entered 
into  our  fhips,  but  firfl:  it  was  told  our  captain  by  Domagaia,  that  Taignoagny  had 
fpoken  ill  of  him,  .and  that  he  had  bid  Dounacona  he  (hould  not  come  aboard  our 
fliips.  Our  captain  perceiving  that  came  out  of  the  fort,  and  faw  that  only  by 
Taignoagny's  warning  the  women  ran  away,  and  none  but  men  (laid  in  great  number, 
wherefore  he  ftraight  commanded  his  men  to  lay  hold  on  Dounacona,  Taignoagny, 
Domagaia,  and  two  more  of  the  chiefefl  whom  he  pointed  unto  ;  then  he  commanded 
them  to  make  the  other  to  retire.  Prefently  after  the  faid  lord  entered  into  the  fort  with 
the  captain,  but  by  and  by  Taignoagny  came  to  make  him  come  out  again. 

Our  captain  feeing  that  there  was  no  other  remedy,  began  to  call  unto  them  to  take 
them,  at  whofe  cry  and  voice  all  his  men  came  fcMth,  and  took  the  faid  lord,  with  the 
others  whom  they  had  appointed  to  take.  The  Canadians  feeing  their  lord  taken, 
began  to  run  away,  even  as  Iheep  before  the  wolf,  fome  croffing  over  the  river,  fome 
through  the  woods,  each  one  feeking  for  his  own  advantage.  That  done  we  retired 
ourfelves,  and  laid  up  the  prifoners  under  good  guard  and  fafcty. 

The  night  following  they  came  before  our  fliips  (the  river  being  betwixt  us)  ftriking 
thdr  breafts,  and  cry-ng  and  howling  like  wolves,  ftill  calling  Agouhanna,  thinking  to 
fpeak  with  him,  which  our  captain  at  that  time  would  not  permit,  neither  all  the  next 
day  till  noon,  whereupon  they  made  figns  unto  us  that  we  had  hanged  or  killed  him. 
About  noon  there  came  as  great  a  number  in  a  clufter,  as  ever  we  faw,  who  went  to 
hide  themfelvcs  in  the  foreft,  except  fome,  who  with  a  loud  voice  would  call  and  cry  to 
Dounacona  to  fpeak  unto  them.  Our  captain  then  commanded  Dounacona  to  be 
brouglu  up  on  high  to  fpeak  unto  them,  and  bade  him  be  merry,  for  after  he  had 
fpoken,  and  fliewed  unto  the  King  of  France,  what  he  had  feen  in  Sanguenay  and  other 
countries,  after  ten  or  twelve  months  he  fhould  return  again,  and  that  the  King  of 
France  would  give  him  great  rewards  ;  whereat  Dounacona  was  very  glad,  and  fpeaking 
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to  the  Others  told  them,  who  in  token  of  joy  gave  out  three  great  cries,  and  then  Dou- 
nacona  and  his  people  had  great  talk,  together,  which  for  want  of  interpreters  cannot  be 
defcribed.  Our  captain  bade  Dounacona  that  he  fhould  caufe  them  to  come  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  to  the  end  that  they  niiglit  the  better  talk  together  without  any 
fear,  and  that  he  (hould  afTure  them  :  which  Dounacona  did,  and  there  came  a  boat 
full  of  the  chiefeft  of  them  to  the  fhips,  and  there  anew  began  to  talk  together,  fnvlng 
great  praJfe  to  our  captain,  and  gave  him  a  prefent  of  C24  chains  of  efurgny,  for  that 
is  the  greatefl  and  precioufefi:  riches  they  have  in  this  world,  lor  they  eflecm  more  of 
that,  than  of  any  gold  or  filver. 

After  they  had  long  talked  together,  and  that  their  lord  faw  there  was  no  remedy  to 
avoid  his  going  into  France,  he  commanded  his  people  the  next  day,  to  bring  him 
fome  viftuals  to  ferve  him  by  the  way.  Our  captain  gave  Dounacona  as  a  great  pre- 
fent, two  frying  pans  of  copper,  eight  hatchets,  and  other  fmail  trifles,  as  knives  and 
beads,  whereof  he  feemed  to  be  very  glad,  who  fent  them  to  his  wives  and  children* 
Likevvife  he  gave  to  them  who  came  to  fpeak  to  Dounacona  ;  they  thanked  him  greatly 
for  them,  and  then  went  to  their  lodgings. 

Upon  the  5th  of  May  very  early  in  the  morning  a  great  immber  of  the  faid  people 
came  again  to  fpeak  unto  their  lord,  and  fent  a  boat,  which  in  their  tongue  they  call 
cafnoni,  wherein  were  only  four  women  without  any  man,  for  fear  their  men  fhould 
be  retained. 

Thefe  women  brought  great  (lore  of  viduals,  as  great  millet,  which  is  their  corn  that 
they  livewithali,  flefh,  filh,  and  other  things  after  their  falhion. 

Thefe  women  being  come  to  our  (hips,  our  captain  didjvery  friendly  entertain  them. 
Then  Dounacona  prayed  our  captain  to  tell  thofe  women  that  he  fhould  come  again 
after  ten  or  twelve  months,  and  bring  Dounacona  to  Canada  with  him  :  this  he  faid 
only  to  appeafe  them,  which  our  captain  did.  Wherefore  the  women  as  well  by  words 
as  figns,  feemed  to  be  very  glad,  giving  our  captain  thanks,  and  told  him  if  he  came 
again,  and  brought  Dounacona  with  him,  they  would  give  him  many  things :  in  fign 
whereof  each  one  gave  our  captain  a  chain  of  efurgny,  and  then  pafl'ed  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  again,  where  flood  all  the  people  of  Stradacona,  who  taking  all  leave  of 
their  lord  went  home  again. 

On  the  6th  of  the  month  we  departed  out  o  the  faid  port  of  Santa  Croix,  and  came 
to  harbour  a  little  beneath  the  Iflands  of  Orleans,  about  1 2  leagues  from  the  port  of  the 
Holy  Crcifs,  and  on  the  7th  we  came  to  the  Ifland  of  Filberts,  where  we  ftaid  until  the 
16th  of  that  month,  till  the  fiercenefs  of  the  waters  were  pad,  which  at  that  time  ran 
too  fwift  a  courfe,  and  were  too  dangerous  to  come  down  along  the  river,  and  there- 
fore we  flayed  tdl  fair  w  eather  came.  In  the  mean  while  many  of  Dounacona's  fubjefts 
came  from  the  river  of  Saguenay  to  him,  and  being  by  Domagaia  advertifed,  that  their 
lord  was  taken  to  be  carried  into  France,  they  were  all  amazed :  yet  for  all  that  they 
would  not  leave  to  come  to  our  fliips,  to  fpeak  to  Dounacona,  who  told  them  tliat  after 
twelve  months  he  fhould  come  again,  and  that  he  was  very  well  ufed  by  the  captain, 
gentlemen,  and  mariners  :  which  when  they  heard  they  greatly  thanked  our  captam, 
and  gave  their  lord  three  bundles  of  beavers,  and  fea  wolves  fkins,  with  a  great  knife 
of  red  copper,  that  cometh  from  Saguenay,  and  other  things  :  they  gave  alio  to  our 
captain  a  chain  of  efurgny,  for  which  our  captain  g.ive  them  10  or  12  hatchets,  and 
they  gave  him  hearty  thanks  and  were  very  well  contented. 

On  the  1 6th  we  hoifled  fail,  and  came  from  the  faid  Ifland  of  Filberts  to  another 
about  15  leagues  from  it,  wliich  is  about  five  leagues  in  length,  and  there,  to  the  end 
we  might  take  fome  reft  the  night  following,  we  flayed  that  day,  in  hopes  the  next 
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day  we  might  pafs  and  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  river  of  Saguenay,  which  are  great. 
That  evening  we  went  aland  and  found  great  Jlore  of  hares,  of  which  we  took  a  great 
many,  and  therefore  we  called  it  the  Ifland  ot  Hares  :  in  the  night  there'  arofe  a  con- 
trary wind  ;  with  fiich  ftorms  and  tempefcs  that  we  were  conftrained  to  return  to  the 
IHand  of  Filberts  again,  from  whence  we  were  come,  becaufe  there  was  none  other 
palfage  among  the  faid  iflands,  and  there  we  flayed  till  the  21  ft  of  that  month,  till  fair 
weather  and  good  wind  came  again :  and  then  we  failed  again  and  that  fo  profperoufly, 
tliat  we  palled  to  Honguedo,  which  pafl'age  until  that  time  had  not  been  difcovered. 

We  caufed  our  fliip  to  courfe  athwart  Cape  Pratt,  which  is  the  beginning  of  the 
port  of  Chaleur,  and  becaufe  the  wind  was  good  and  convenient,  we  failed  all  day  and 
a  11  night  without  flaying,  and  the  next  day  we  came  to  the  middle  of  Brion's  Illand, 
which  we  were  not  minded  to  do,  to  the  end  we  might  ihorten  our  way. 

Thefe  two  iflands  lie  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  and  are  about  50  leagues  one  from  another. 
The  faid  ifland  is  in  lat.  47  deg.  and  a  half. 

On  the  26th  of  the  month,  we  coafted  over  to  a  land,  and  fliallow  of  low  lands, 
which  are  about  eight  leagues  S.  W.  from  Brion's  liland,  above  which  are  large  cham- 
paignes,  full  of  ti'ees,  and  alfo  an  enclofed  fea,  whereas  we  could  neither  fee  nor  per- 
ceive any  gap  or  way  to  enter  thereinto. 

On  the  27th,  becaufe  the  wind  did  change  on  the  coafl,  we  came  to  Brion's  Ifland 
again,  where  we  (laid  till  the  beginning  of  June,  and  toward  the  S.JC.  of  this  ifland  M-e 
faw  a  land,  feeming  unto  us  as  an  ifland  ;  we  coafted  it  about  two  leagues  and  a  half, 
and  by  the  way  we  had  notice  of  three  other  high  iflands  lying  tow^ards  the  fands  :  after 
we  had  known  thcfe  things  we  returned  to  the  cape  of  the  faid  land,  which  doth  divide 
itfelf  into  tv\'o  or  three  very  high  capes  :  the  waters  there  are  very  deep,  and  the  flood 
of  the  fea  runneth  i'o  fv\-ift,  that  it  cannot  poflibly  be  fwifter.  That  day  we  came  to 
Cape  Loreine,  which  is  in  47  deg.  and  half  towards  the  fouth  :  on  which  cape  there  is 
a  low  land,  and  it  feemeth  that  there  is  fome  entrance  of  a  river,  but  there  is  no  haven 
of  any  worth.  Above  thefe  lands  we  faw  another  cape  towards  the  fouth,  we  named 
it  Saint  Paul's  Cape,  it  is  at  47  deg.  and  a  quarter. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  we  had  notice  of  the  coaft  lying  E.  S.  E.  diflant  from  the  New- 
foundland about  22  leagues  :  and  becaufe  the  wind  was  againfl  us,  we  went  to  a  haven, 
which  we  named  S.  Spiritus  Port,  where  we  ftaid  till  the  7th,  that  we  departed  thence, 
failing  along  the  coaft  until  we  came  to  St.  Peter's  Iflands. 

We  found  along  the  faid  coaft  many  very  dangerous  iflands  and  flielves,  which  lie  all 
in  the  way  E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W.  about  23  leagues  into  the  fea.  Whilft  we  were  in 
the  faid  St.  Peter's  Iflands,  we  met  with  many  ihips  of  France  and  of  Britain  :  we  itaid 
there  from  the  nth  till  the  i6th  of  the  month,  that  we  departed  thence  and  came  to 
Cape  Rafe,  and  i^ntered  into  a  port  called  Rognofo,  where  we  took  in  frefli  water  and 
wood  to  pafs  the  fea  ;  there  we  left  one  of  our  boats.  Then  upon  the  19th  June,  we 
went  from  that  port,  and  with  fuch  good  and  profperous  weather  we  failed  along  the  fea, 
in  fuch  Ibrt,  that  upon  the  6th  July  1536,  we  came  to  the  port  of  St.  Malu,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  to  whom  we  pray,  here  ending  our  navigation. 

They  of  Canada  fay,  that  it  is  a  month's  failing  to  go  to  a  land  where'  cinnamon  and 
cloves  are  gathered. 
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Tbc  Third  Voyage  of  Di/covcry  made  by  Captain  James  Car/icr,  1540,  2into  the  Countries 

of  Canada,  Hochelaga,  and  Saguenay. 

T7  ING  Francis  the  Firfl:  having  heard  the  report  of  Captain  Cartier,  his  Pflot  General, 
in  his  two  former  voyages  of  difcovcry,  as  well  by  writing  as  by  word  of  mouth, 
touching  that  which  he  had  found  and  feen  in  the  weftern  parts  difcovered  by  him  in 
the  parts  of  Canida  and  Hochelaga,  and  having  alfo  feen  and  talked  with  the  people, 
which  the  faid  Cartier  had  brought  out  of  thofe  countries,  whereof  one  was  King  of 
Canada,  whofe  name  was  Dounacona,  and  others  :  which  after  that  they  had  been  a 
long  time  in  France  and  Britain,  were  baptifed  at  their  own  defire  and  rcquefl:,  and  died 
in  the  faid  country  of  Britain.  And  albeit  his  Majefly  was  advertifed  by  the  faid  Cartier 
of  the  death  and  deceafe  of  all  the  people  which  were  brought  over  by  liim  (which  were 
10  in  number), faving one  little  girl  about  10  years  old;  yet  herefolvedto  fend  the  faid 
Cartier  his  pilot  thither  again,  with  John  Francis  de  la  Roche,  Knight,  Lord  of  Roberval; 
whom  he  appointed  his  lieutenant  and  governor  in  the  countries  of  Canada  and  Hoche- 
laga, and  the  faid  Carder  captain-general,  and  leader  of  the  fhips,  that  they  might  dif- 
cover  more  than  was  done  before  in  the  former  voyages,  and  attain  (if  were  poflible)  , 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  country  of  Saguenay,  whereof  the  people  brought  by 
Cartier,  as  is  declared,  made  mention  unto  the  king,  that  there  were  great  riches  and 
very  good  countries.  And  the  king  caufed  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  be  delivered,  to 
furnifli  out  the  faid  voyage  with  five  fliips,  which  thing  was  perfornied  by  the  faid  Mon- 
fieur  Roberval  and  Cartier.  After  that  they  had  agreed  together  to  rig  the  faid  five 
fliips  at  St.  Male  in  Britainy,  where  the  two  former  voyages  had  been  prepared  and  fet 
forth. 

And  the  faid  Monfieur  Roberval  fent  Cartier  thither  for  the  fame  purpofe.  And 
after  that  Cartier  had  caufed  the  faid  five  fhips  to  be  built  and  furnifhed,  and  fet  m  good 
order,  Monfieur  Roberval  came  down  to  St.  Malo,  and  found  the  fhips  fallen  down  to 
the  road,  with  their  yards  acrofs  full  ready  to  depart  and  fet  fail,  flaying  for  nothing  elfe 
but  the  coming  of  the  general,  and  the  payment  of  the  furniture.  And  becaufe  Monfieur 
Roberval  the  king's  lieutenant,  had  not  as  yet  his  artillery,  powder,  and  munitions,  and 
other  things  neceflary  come  down,  which  he  had  provided  for  the  voyage  in  the  countries 
of  Champaigne  and  Normandy,  and  becaufe  the  faid  things  were  very  neceffary,  and  that 
he  was  loth  to  depart  without  them,  he  determined  to  depart  from  St.  Malo  to  Roan, 
and  to  prepare  a  fhip  or  two  at  Honfleuf,  whither  he  thought  his  things  were  come. 
And  that  the  faid  Carder  fliould  depart  with  the  fiiid  five  fliips  which  he  had  furnifhed, 
and  fliould  go  before. 

Confidermg  alfo  that  the  faid  Cartier  had  received  letters  from  the  king,  whereby  he 
did  exprefsly  charge  him  to  depart  and  fet  fail  immediately  upon  the  fight  and  receipt 
thereof,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  difpleafure,  and  to  lay  all  the  fault  upon  him.  And  after 
the  conclufion  of  thefe  things,  and  the  faid  Monfieur  Roberval  had  taken  mufler  and 
view  of  the  gentlemen,  foldi(^s,  and  mariners,  which  were  retained  and  chofen  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  faid  voyage,  he  gave  unto  Captain  Cartier  full  authority  to  depart  and 
go  before,  and  to  govern  all  things  as  if  he  had  been  there  in  perfon  j  and  himfelf 
departed  for  Honfleur  to  make  his  farther  preparation. 

After  thefe  things  thus  difpatched,  the  wind  coming  fair,  the  forefaid  five  fhips  fet 
fail  together  well  furnifhed  and  victualled  for  two  years,  the  23d  of  May  1540.  And 
we  failed  fo  long  with  contrary  winds  and  continual  torments,  which  fell  out   by  reafon 
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of  cur  late  departure,  that  we  were  on  the  fea  with  our  faid  five  fliips,  full  three 
months  before  we  could  arrive  at  the  haven  and  port  of  Canada,  without  ever  having 
in  all  that  time  30  hours  of  good  wind  to  ferve  us  to  keep  our  right  courfe  :  fo  that  our 
five  Ihips  through  thofe  ftorms  loft  company  one  of  another,  all  fave  two  that  kept 
together,  to  wit,  that  wherein  the  captain  was,  and  the  other  wherein  went  the  Vifcount 
of  Beaupre,  until  at  length  at  the  end  of  one  month,  we  met  altogether  at  the  haven  of 
Carpont  in  Newfoundland. 

But  the  length  of  time  we  were  in  paffing  between  Britainy  and  Newfoundland,  was  the 
caufe  that  we  flood  in  great  need  of  water,  becaufe  of  the  cattle,  as  well  goats,  hogs,  as 
other  beafts  which  we  carried  for  breed  in  the  country,  which  we  were  conltrained  to 
water  with  cyder  and  other  drink. 

Now  therefore  becaufe  we  were  the  fpace  of  three  months  failing  on  the  fea,  and 
flaying  in  Newfoundland,  waiting  for  Monfieur  Roberval,  and  taking  in  of  frefh 
water,  and  other  things  neceiTary,  we  arrived  not  before  the  haven  of  Sante  Croix  in 
Canada  (where  in  the  former  voyage  we  had  remahied  eight  months),  until  the  23d  day 
of  Augufl.  In  which  place  the  people  of  the  country  came  to  our  fhips,  making  ftiew 
of  joy  for  our  arrival,  and  namely  he  came  thither,  which  had  the  rule  and  government 
of  the  country  of  Canada,  named  Agona,  which  was  appointed  king  there  by  Douna- 
cona,  when  in  the  former  voyage  we  carried  him  into  Frimce  :  and  he  came  to  the 
captain's  fhip  with  fix  or  feven  boats,  and  with  men,  women  and  children. 

And  after  the  faid  Agona  had  enquired  of  the  captain,  where  Dounacona  and  the 
reft  were,  the  captain  anfwered  him  that  Dounacona  was  dead  in  France,  and  that  his 
body  reftedin  the  earth,  and  that  the  reit  ftaid  there  as  great  lords,  and_were  married, 
and  would  not  return  back  unto  their  country.  The  faid  Agona  made  no  Ihew  of  anger 
at  all  thefe  fpeeches,  and  1  think  he  took  it  fo  well,  becaufe  he  remained  lord  and 
governor  of  the  country  by  the  death  of  the  faid  Dounacona.  After  which  conference 
the  faid  Agona  took  a  piece  of  tanned  leather  of  a  yellow  fkin,  edged  about  with 
efnoguy,  (which  is  their  riches,  and  the  thing  which  they  efteem  moft  precious,  as  we 
efteem  gold),  which  was  upon  his  head  inftead  of  a  crown,  and  he  put  the  fame  upon 
the  head  of  our  captain,  and  took  from  his  wrifts  two  bracelets  of  efnoguy,  and  put 
them  upon  the  captain's  arms,  colling  him  about  the  neck,  and  fliewing  unto  him  great 
figns  of  joy  :  which  was  all  diflimukition,  as  afterward  it  well  appeared.  'I'he  captain 
took  his  faid  crown  of  leather,  and  put  it  again  upon  his  head,  and  gave  him  and  his 
wives  certain  fmall  prefents,  fignifying  unto  him,  that  he  had  brought  certain  new 
things,  which  afterwards  he  woukl  beftow  upon  him.  For  which  the  faid  Agona 
thanked  the  captain.  And  after  that  he  had  ^nade  him  and  his  company  eat  and  drink, 
they  departed  and  returned  to  the  fliore  with  their  boats. 

After  which  things  the  faid  captain  went  with  two  of  his  boats  up  the  river,  beyond. 
Canada  aiid  the  port  of  Sante  Croix,  to  view  a  haven  and  a  fmall  river  which  is  about 
four  leagues  higher  ;  which  he  found  better  and  more  commodious  to  ride  in  and  lay 
his  fliips,  than  the  former.  And  therefore  he  returned  and  caufed  all  his  fliips  to  be 
brought  before  the  faid  river,  and  at  a  low  water  he  caufed  his  ordnance  to  be  planted 
to  place  his  fliips  in  more  fafety,  which  he  mear.c  to  keep  and  fta^  in  the  country,  which 
were  three  :  which  he  did  the  day  following,  and  the  reft  remained  in  the  road  in  the 
midft  of  the  river,  (in  which  place  the  victuals  and  other  furniture  were  difcharged, 
which  they  had  brought):  from  the  26th  Augufl,  until  the  2d  September,  what 
time  they  departed  to  return  to  St.  Malo,  in  which  fliips  he  fent  back  Mace  loUobcrte, 
his  brother  in  law,  and  Stephen  Noel,  his  nephew,  Ikilful  and  excellent  pilots,  with 
letters  unto  the  kin^,  and  to  advifc  him  what  had  been  done  and  found  :  and  how 
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Monficur  Ac  Roberval  was  not  yet  come,  and  that  he  feared  that  by  occafion  of  contrary 
winds  and  tenipefts  he  was  driven  back  again  into  France. 

The  faid  river  is  fmall,  not  pail  50  paces  broad,  and  fiiips  drawing  three  fathoms 
water  may  enter  in  at  full  fea  :  and  at  a  low  water  therci  is  nothing  but  a  channel  of  a 
foot  deep  or  thereabout. 

On  both  fides  of  the  faid  river  there  are  very  good  and  fair  grounds,  full  of  as  fair 
and  mighty  trees  as  any  be  in  the  world,  and  divers  forts  which  are  about  ten  fathoms 
higher  than  the  rell,  and  there  is  one  kind  of  tree  above  three  fathoms  about,  which 
they  in  the  country  call  Ilanneda,  which  hath  themofl  excellent  virtue  of  all  the  trees 
in  the  world,  whereof  I  will  make  mention  hereafter.  Moreover  there  are  great  (lore 
of  oaks,  the  moft  excellent  that  ever  I  fiiw  in  my  life,  which  were  fo  laden  with  mart 
that  they  cracked  again  :  befides  this  there  are  fairer  arables,  cedars,  beeches,  and 
other  trees,  than  grow  in  France ;  and  hard  unto  this  wood  on  the  fouth  fide  the 
ground  is  all  covered  with  vines,  which  we  found  laden  with  grapes  as  black  as 
mulbei-ries,  but  they  be  not  fo  kind  as  thofe  of  France  becaufe  the  vines  be  not  tilled, 
and  becaufe  they  grow  of  their  own  accord.  Moreover  there  are  many  white  thorns, 
which  bear  leaves  as  big  as  oaken  leaves,  and  fruit  like  unto  medlars.  To  be  {hort,  it 
is  as  good  a  country  to  plough  and  manure  as  a  man  fliould  find  and  defire. 

We  fowed  feeds  here  of  our  country,  as  cabbages,  turnips,  lettuces,  and  others, 
which  grew  and  fprung  up  out  of  the  ground  in  eight  days. 

The  mouth  of  the  river  is  towards  the  fouth,  and  it  windeth  northward  like  unto  a 
fnake ;  and  at  the  mouth  of  it  towards  the  eaft  there  is  a  high  and  fleep  cliff,  where  we 
made  a  way  in  manner  of  a  pair  of  ftairs,  and  aloft  we  made  a  fort  to  keep  the  nether 
fort  and  the  fliips,  and  all  things  that  might  pafs  as  well  by  the  great  as  by  this  fmall 
river. 

Moreover  a  man  may  behold  a  great  extenfion  of  ground  apt  for  tillage,  ftraight  and 
handfome  and  fomewhat  inclining  towards  the  fouth,  as  eafy  to  be  brought  to  tillage  as 
I  would  defire,  and  very  well  repleniflied  with  fair  oaks  and  other  trees  of  great  beauty, 
no  thicker  than  theforefts  of  France. 

Here  we  fet  20  men  to  work,  which  in  one  day  had  laboured  about  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  the  faid  ground,  and  fowed  it,  part  with  turnips,  which  at  the  end  of  eight  days 
as  I  faid  before  fprang  out  of  the  earth.  And  upon  that  high  cliif  we  found  a  fair  foun- 
tain, very  near  the  faid  fort ;  adjoining  whereunto  we  found  good  ftore  of  ftones,  which 
we  efteemed  to  be  diamonds. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  faid  mountain  and  at  the  foot  thereof,  which  is  towards  the 
great  river,  is  all  along  a  goodly  mine  of  the  bed  iron  in  the  world,  and  it  reacheth 
even  hard  unto  our  fort,  and  the  land  which  we  tread  on  is  perfeft  refined  mine,  ready 
to  be  put  into  the  furnace  ;  and  on  the  water's  fide  we  found  certain  leaves  of  fine  gold, 
as  thick  as  a  man's  nail.  And  weftward  of  the  faid  river  there  are,  as  hath  been  faid, 
many  fair  trees  ;  and  toward  the  water  a  goodly  meadow,  full  of  as  fair  and  goodly 
grafs  as  ever  I  faw  in  any  meadow  in  France  :  and  between  the  faid  meadow  and 
the  wood  are  great  ftore  of  vines,  and  beyond  the  faid  vines  the  land  groweth  full  of 
hemp,  which  groweth  of  itfelf,  which  is  as  good  as  poffibly  may  be  feen,  and  as  ftrong. 
And  at  the  end  of  the  faid  meadow,  within  100  paces,  there  is  a  rifing  ground  which  is 
of  a  kind  of  flatcflone,  black  and  thick,  wherein  arc  veins  of  mineral  matter,  which  Ihew 
like  gold  and  filver :  and  throughout  all  that  ftone,  there  are  great  grains  of  the  faid 
mine.  And  in  fome  places  we  have  found  ftones  like  diamonds,  the  moft  fair,  poliftied, 
and  excellently  cut  that  it  is  poflible  for  a  man  to  fee  5  when  the  fun  fliineth  upon  them^ 
they  glifter  as  it  were  fparkles  of  fire. 
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The  faid  captain  having  difpatched  two  fhips  to  return  to  carry  news,  according  as  he 
had  in  charge  from  the  king,  and  that  the  fort  was  begun  to  be  builded,  for  preferva- 
tion  of  their  viiEtuals  and  other  things,  determined  with  the  Vifcount  of  Beaupre,  and 
other  gentlemen,  mafters  and  pilots  chofen  for  counfel,  to  make  a  voyage  with  two 
boats  furnifhed  with  men  and  victuals  to  go  as  far  as  Hochelaga,  of  purpofe  to  view  and 
underftand  the  fafhion  of  the  faults  of  water,  which  are  to  be  pafied  to  go  to  Saguenay, 
that  he  might  be  the  readier  in  the  fpring  to  pafs  farther,  and  in  the  winter  time  to  make 
all  things  needful  in  a  readinefs  for  their  bulinefs. 

The  forefaid  boats  bemg  made  ready,  the  captam  and  Martm  de  Panipont,  with 
other  gentlemen  and  the  remnant  ot  the  mariners,  departed  from  the  faid  place  of 
Charlcfourg  Royal  the  7th  September  in  the  year  aforefaid  1540.  And  the  Vifcount 
de  Beaupre  (laid  behind  for  the  guarding  and  governing  all  thines  in  the  fort. 

And  as  they  went  up  the  river  the  captain  went  to  fee  the  lord  of  Hochelay,  which 
dwelleth  between  Canada  and  Hochelaga  ;  which  in  the  former  voyage  had  given  unto 
the  faid  captain  a  little  girl,  and  had  oftentimes  informed  of  the  treafons  which  Taig- 
noagny  and  Domagaia  (whom  the  captain  in  his  former  voyage  had  carried  into  France) 
"Would  have  wrought  againft  him  :  in  regard  of  which  his  courtefy  the  faid  captain 
would  not  pafs  by  without  vifuing  of  him,  and  to  let  him  underftand  that  the  captain 
thought  hinifelf  beholden  unto  him,  he  gave  unto  him  two  young  boys,  and  left  them 
with  him  to  learn  their  language,  and  bellowed  upon  him  a  cloak  of  Paris  red,  which 
cloak  was  fet  with  yellows  and  white  buttons  of  tin,  and  fmall  bells,  and  withall  he  gave 
him  two  bafons  of  laton,  and  certain  hatchets  and  knives.  Whereat  the  faid  lord 
feemed  highly  to  rejoice,  and  thanked  the  captain.  This  done,  the  captain  and  his 
company  departed  from  that  place. 

And  we  failed  with  fo  profperous  a  wind,  that  we  arrived  the  i  ith  day  of  the  month 
at  the  firft  fault  of  water,  which  is  two  leagues  diftant  from  the  town  of  Tutonaguy. 
And  after  we  were  arrived  there,  we  determined  to  go  and  pafs  as  far  up  as  polTible 
with  one  of  the  boats,  and  that  the  other  fliould  ftay  there  till  it  returned,  and  we 
double  manned  her  to  row  up  againft  the  courfe  or  ftreain  of  the  faid  fault. 

And  after  we  had  paffed  fome  part  of  the  way  from  our  other  boat,  we  found  bad 
ground  and  great  rocks,  and  fo  great  a  current,  that  we  could  not  pofTibly  pafs  any 
farther  with  our  boat :  and  the  captain  refolved  to  go  by  land  to  fee  the  nature  and 
falhion  of  the  fault. 

And  after  that  we  were  come  on  fhore,  we  found  hard  by  the  water  fide  a  way  and 
beaten  path,  going  towards  the  faid  faults,  by  which  we  took  our  way.  And  on  the 
faid  way,  and  foon  after,  we  found  an  habitation  of  people,  which  made  us  great 
cheer,  and  entertained  us  very  friendly.  And  after  that  he  had  fignified  unto  them, 
that  we  were  going  towards  the  faults,  and  that  we  defired  to  go  to  Saguenay,  four 
young  men  went  along  with  us  to  ftiew  us  the  way,  and  they  brought  us  fo  far  that  we 
came  to  another  village  or  habitation  of  good  people,  which  dwell  over  againft  the 
the  fecondSault,  which  came  and  brought  us  of  their  victuals,  as  pottage  and  fifli,  and 
ofiered  us  of  the  fame. 

After  that  the  captain  had  enquired  of  them,  as  well  by  figns  as  words,  how  many 
more  faults  we  had  to  pafs  to  go  to  Saguenay,  and  what  diftance  and  way  it  was  thither, 
this  people  fhewed  us,  and  gave  us  to  underftand,  that  we  were  at  the  fecond  Sault, 
and  that  there  was  but  one  more  to  pafs,  that  the  river  was  not  navigable  to  go  to 
Saguenay,  and  that  the  faid  fault  w;is  but  a  third  farther  thaji  we  had  travelle<l,  fliewing 
uf.  the  fame  with  certain  little  fticks,  which  they  laid  upon  the  ground  in  a  certain  dif- 
tance, and  afterwards  laid  other  imall  branches  between  them  both,  rcprefcnting  the 
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faults  :  and  by  the  faid  mark,  if  their  faying  be  true,  it  can  be  but  fix  leagues  by  land 
to  pafs  the  faul  faults. 

After  that  we  had  been  advcrtifed  by  the  faid  people,  of  the  things  above  mentioned, 
both  becaufe  the  day  was  far  fpcnt,  and  we  hadneiii'.er  drank  nor  eaten  the  fame  day, 
•we  concluded  to  return  unto  our  boats,  and  we  came  thither  where  we  found  great 
ftore  of  people,  to  the  number  of  400  perlbns  or  thereabout,  which  feemed  to  give  us 
very  good  entertainment,  and  to  rejoice  of  our  coming  :  and  therefore  our  captain  gave 
each  of  them  ccrtiun  fmall  trifles,  as  combs,  broaches  of  tin  and  copper,  and  other 
fmall  toys  ;  and  unto  the  chief  men,  every  one  his  little  hatchet  and  hook,  whereat 
they  made  certain  cries  and  ceremonies  of  joy. 

But  a  man  mud  not  trufl  them  for  all  their  fair  ceremonies  and  figns  of  joy,  for  if 
they  had  thought  they  had  been  too  ftrong  for  us,  then  would  they  have  done  their  belb 
to  have  killed  us,  as  we  underllood  afterward. 

This  being  done,  we  returned  with  our  boats,  and  pafled  by  the  dwelling  of  the 
lord  of  Hochelay,  with  whom  the  captain  had  left  the  two  youths  as  he  came  up  the 
river,  thinking  to  have  found  him:  but  he  could  find  nobody  fave  one  of  hisfons,  who 
told  the  captain  that  he  was  gone  to  Maifouna,  as  our  boys  alfo  told  us,  frying,  that  it 
was  two  days  fmce  he  departed.  But  in  truth  he  was  gone  to  Canada,  to  conclude  with 
Agona  what  they  (hould  do  againfl  us. 

And  when  we  were  arrived  at  our  fort,  we  underflood  by  our'  people  that  the  favages 
of  the  country  came  not  any  more  about  our  forts  as  they  were  accuftomed,  to  bring 
us  hfli,  and  that  they  were  in  a  wonderful  doubt  and  fear  of  us.  Wherefore  our 
captain  having  been  advertifed  by  fome  of  our  men  which  had  been  at  Stadacona  to 
vilit  them,  that  there  were  a  wonderful  number  of  the  country  people  affembled 
together,  caufecl  all  things  in  our  fortrefs  to  be  let  in  good  order,  &c. 

[The  reft  is  wanting.] 

A  Letter  written  to  M.  John  Growte,  Student  in  Paris,  hy  Jaqiies  Noel  of  S.  Malo,  the 
Nephew  ofjaques  Cartier,  touching  the  fore/aid  difcoiicry. 

■\/r ASTER  Growte,  your  brother-in-law  Giles  Walter,  (hewed  me  this  morning  a 
map  printed  at  Paris,  dedicated  to  one  M.  Ilakluyt,  an  EngUfli  gentleman, 
wherein  all  the  Weft  Indies,  the  kingdom  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  countries  of 
Canada,  Hochelaga,  and  Saguenay  are  contained.  I  hold  that  the  river  ol  Canada, 
which  is  defcribed  in  that  map,  is  not  marked  as  it  is  in  my  book,  which  is  agreeable 
to  the  book  of  Jaques  Cartier  :  and  that  the  faid  chart  doth  not  mark  or  fet  down  The 
Great  Lake,  which  is  above  the  faults,  according  as  the  favages  have  advertifed  us, 
which  dwell  at  the  faid  faults.  In  the  forefaid  chart,  which  you  fent  me  hither,  the 
Great  Lake  is  placed  too  much  toward  the  north.  The  faults  or  falls  of  the  river  ftand 
in  44  degrees  of  latitude  :  it  is  not  fo  hard  a  matter  to  pafs  them,  as  it  is  thought. 
T]ie  water  falleth  not  down  from  any  high  place,  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  in  the  midfl 
of  the  river  there  is  bad  ground.  It  were  beft  to  build  boats  above  the  faults  ;  and  it 
is  eafy  to  march  or  travel  by  land  to  the  end  of  the  three  faults  :  it  is  not  above  five 
leagues  journey.  I  have  been  upon  the  top  of  a  mountain,  which  is  at  the  toot  of  the 
faults,  where  I  have  feen  the  faid  river  beyond  the  faid  faults,  which  fliewed  unto  us 
to  be  broailer  than  it  was  where  we  paffe  '  it.  The  people  of  the  country  advertikd  us, 
that  th.  re  are  ten  days  journey  from  the  faults  unto  this  great  lake.  We  know  not 
how  many  leagues  they  make  to  a  day's  journey.     At  this  prefcnt  1  cannot  write  unto 
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you  more  at  large,  becaufe  the  meflenger  can  flay  no  longer.  Here  therefore  for  the 
prefent  I  will  end,  fainting  you  with  my  hearty  commendations,  praying  God  to  give 
you  your  heart's  defire.     From  S.  Malo  in  hafte  this  19th  day  of  June  1587. 

Your  loving  friend, 

Jaques  No£L. 

Coufm  I  pray  you  do  me  fo  much  pleafure  as  to  fend  me  a  book  of  the  difcovery  of 
New  Mexico,  and  one  of  thofe  new  maps  of  the  Weft  Indies  dedicated  to  M.  Hakluyt 
the  Englifli  gentleman,  which  you  fent  to  your  brother  in  law  Giles  Walter.  I  will  not 
fail  to  inform  myfelf,  if  there  be  any  mean  to  find  out  thofe  defcriptions  which  Captain 
Cartier  made  after  his  two  laft  voyages  into  Canada. 

Underneath  the  aforefaid  imperfeEl  Relation  that  -which  followeth  is  written  in  another 
Letter  fcnt  to  M.John  Growtc,  Student  in  Paris,  from  Jaques  Noel  of  S.  Malo,  the 
Grand  Nephew  of  Jaques  Cartier. 

T  CAN  write  nothing  elfe  unto  you  of  any  thing  that  I  can  recover  of  the  writings 

of  Captain  Jaques  Cartier,  my  uncle,  deceafed,  although  I  have  made  fearch  in  all 
places  that  I  poffibly  could  in  this  town  :  faving  of  a  certain  book  made  in  manner  of  a 
fea-chart,  which  was  drawn  by  the  hand  of  my  faid  uncle,  which  is  in  the  poflellion  of 
Mafter  Cremeur,  which  book  is  palling  well  marked  and  drawn  for  all  the  river  of 
Canada,  whereof  I  am  well  allured,  becaufe  1  myfelf  have  knowledge  thereof,  as  far 
as  to  the  faults,  where  I  have  been.  The  height  of  which  fault  is  in;  44  degrees. 
I  found  in  the  faid  chart,  beyond  the  place  where  the  river  is  divided  in  twain  in  the  midft 
of  both  the  branches  of  the  faid  river,  fomewhat  neareft  that  arm  which  runneth  toward 
the  N.  W.  thefe  woi'ds  following,  written  in  the  hand  of  Jaques  Cartier. 

"  By  the  people  of  Canada  and  Hochelaga  it  was  faid,  that  here  is  the  land  of  Sague- 
nay,  which  is  rich  and  wealthy  in  precious  ftones." 

And  about  an  hundred  leagues  under  the  fame,  I  found  written  thefe  two  lines  fol- 
lowing  in  the  faid  card,  inclining  toward  the  S.  W. :  "  Here  in  this  country  are  cimia- 
mon  and  cloves,  which  they  call  in  their  language  Canodeta." 

Touching  the  effeft  of  my  book,  whereof  I  fpake  unto  you,  it  is  made  after  the 
manner  of  a  fea-chart,  which  I  have  delivered  unto  my  two  fons  Michael  and  John, 
which  at  this  prefent  are  in  Canada.  If  at  their  return,  which  will  be,  God  willing, 
about  Magdalene-tide,  they  have  learned  any  new  thing  worthy  the  writing,  I  will  not 
fail  to  advertife  you  thereof.  Your  loving  friend, 

Jaques  Noel. 

Here  followeth  the  Courfe  from  Belle  Jfle,  Carpont,  and  the  Grand  Bay  in  Newfoundland 
up  the  river  of  Canada,  for  the  fpace  of  230  leagues,  obfcrved  by  John  Alphonfe  of 
Xandoigne,  chief  pilot  to  Monfieur  Roberval,  1542. 

"DELLES  Iflesarein  51  degrees  and4omin.-,  Belles  Ifles  arid  Carpont  are  N.N.W. 
and  S.  S.  E.  and  they  are  ten  leagues  diftant.  Carpont  is  in  52  dcg.  Carpont  and 
Belle  Ifle  from  the  Grand  Bay  are  N.E.  and  S.W.  and  the  diftance  from  Belle  Ille  to  the 
Grand  Bay  is  feven  leagues.  The  midft  of  the  Grand  Bay  is  in  52  dcg.  and  a  half, 
and  on  the  north  fide  thereof  there  is  a  rock :  half  a  league  from  the  ifle,  over  againft 
Carpont,  toward  the  eaft,  there  is  a  fmali  flat  ifland,  and  on  the  fide  toward  the  N.  E. 
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there  is  a  flat  rock.  And  when  thou  comeft  out  of  the  harbour  of  Carpont,  thou  mud 
leave  this  rock  on  the  ftarboard  fide,  and  alfo  on  the  larboard  fide  there  are  two  or 
three  fmall  ifles :  and  when  thou  comeft  out  of  the  N.  E.  fide,  ranging  along  the  fhore 
toward  the  weft,  about  two  pikes  length  m  the  midway,  there  is  a  fhoal  which  lycth 
on  the  ftarboard  fide :  and  fail  there  by  the  north  coaft,  and  leave  two  parts  of  the 
Grand  Bay  towards  the  fouth,  becaufc  there  is  a  rock  which  runneth  two  or  three 
leagues  into  the  fea.         •;. 

And  when  thou  art  come  athwart  the  haven  of  Butes,  run  along  the  north  fhore 
about  one  league  or  an  half  off,  for  the  coaft  is  without  all  danger :  Belle  Ifle  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Grand  Bay,  and  the  Ifles  of  Blanc  Sablon,  which  are  within  the  Grand 
Bay,  near  unto  the  north  fhore,  lie  N.  E.,  W.,  and  S.  W.  and  the  diftance  is  30  leagues. 
The  Grand  Bay  at  the  entrance  is  but  feveu  leagues  broad  from  land  to  land,  until  it 
come  over  againft  the  Bay  des  Chafteaux,  and  from  thence  forward  it  hath  not  paft 
five  leagues  in  breadth,  and  againft  Blanc  Sablon  it  is  eight  leagues  broad  from  land  to 
land.  And  the  land  on  the  fouth  fhore  is  all  low  land  along  the  fea  coaft  :  the  north 
fliore  is  reafonable  high  land.     Blanc  Sablon  is  in  51  deg.  40  min. 

The  Ifles  of  Blanc  Sablon  and  the  Ifles  de  la  Damoifelleare  N.  E.  W.  S.'W.  and  take 
a  little  of  the  W.S.W.  and  they  are  diftant  36  leagues.  Thefe  ifles  are  in  50  deg. 
45  min.  and  there, is  a  good  haven,  and  you  may  enter  by  an  high  cape  which  lyeth 
along  toward  the  N.E.  and  within  the  diitance  of  a  pike  and  a  half,  bocaufeof  a  rock 
which  lyeth  on  your  larboard  fide,  and  you  may  anchor  in  10  fathom  water  over  againft 
a  little  nook  :  and  from  the  great  headland  unto  the  place  where  thou  doft  anchor  there 
is  not  above  the  length  of  two  cables.  And  if  thou  wouldft  go  out  by  the  weft  fide, 
thou  muft  fail  near  the  ifle  by  the  ftarboard,  and  give  room  unto  the  ifle  upon  the  lar- 
board at  the  coming  forth,  and  when  thou  art  not  paft  a  cable's  length  out  thou  muft 
fail  hard  by  the  ifles  on  the  larboard  fide,  by  reafon  of  a  funken  flat  that  lyeth  on  the 
ftarboard,  and  thence  fh'lt  fail  fo  on  to  the  S.  S.  W.  until  thou  come  in  fight  of  a  rock 
which  fhmeth,  which  is  about  half  a  league  in  the  fea  diftant  from  the  ifles,  and  thou 
Ihah  leave  it  on  the  larboard,  (and  from  the  Ifles  of  Damoifelle  unto  Newfoundland, 
the  fea  is  not  in  breadth  above  36  leagues,  becaufe  that  Newfoundland  even  unto  Cape 
Briton  runneth  not  but  N.  N.  E.  and  S  S.W.) 

Between  the  Ifles  of  de  la  Damoifelle  and  the  Ifles  of  Blanc  Sablon,  there  be  many 
ifles  and  good  harbours ;  and  on  this  coaft  there  are  faulcons  and  hawks,  and  certain 
fowls  which  feem  to  be  pheafants.  The  Ifles  de  la  Damoifelle  and  Cape  Tienot  are- 
N.  E.  and  S.  S.W.  and  take  a  little  of  the  N.E.  and  S.W.  and  they  are  diftant  18 
leagues.  Cape  Tienot  is  in  50  deg.  15  min.  and  there  the  fea  is  broadeft.  And  it  may 
be  to  the  end  of  Newfoundland,  which  is  at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Briton,  70  leagues, 
which  is  the  greateft  breadth  of  this  fea.  And  there  are  fix  or  feven  ifles,  between  the 
Ifles  de  la  Damoifelle,  and  Cape  Tienot. 

Cape  Tienot  hath  in  the  fea  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant  from  it,  a  funken  iflanJ, 
dangerous  for  fhips.  The  Cape  Tienot  and  the  midlt  of  the  liland  of  Afcenfion  are 
N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.  and  they  are  22  leagues  diftant ;  the  midft  of  the  Ifland  of  Afcen- 
fion is  in  49  deg.  and  a  half.  The  faid  ifle  lyeth  N.  W.  and  S.  E.,  the  N.  W.  cad  is 
in  50  deg.  of  latitude,  and  the  S.  E.  end  is  in  48  deg.  and  a  half,  and  is  about  25 
leagues  long,  and  four  or  five  leagues  broad :  and  from  the  N..W.  end  of  the  ifle  unto 
the  firm  land  of  the  norih  fide  the  fea  is  not  above  feven  leagues  broad,  and  unto  the 
firm  land  on  the  Ibuth  fide  are  about  15  leagues.  Cape  Tienot  and  the  Ifle  of  Afcen- 
fion-toward  the  S.  E.  are  N. E.  and  S.W.  and  are  diftant  30  leagues. 
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The  faid  Cape  of  Tienot  and  the  N.W.  end  of  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfion  are  eaft  and 
weft,  and  take  a  httle  of  the  N.  E.  and  S.W.  and  they  are  diftant  34  leagues. 

The  Ifle  of  Afcenfion  is  a  goodly  ifle,  and  a  good  champa'gne  land,  without  any 
hills,  ftanding  all  upon  white  rocks  and  alabafter,  all  covered  with  trees  unto  the  fea 
fliore,  and  there  are  all  I'orts  of  trees  as  there  be  in  France,  and  there  be  wild  beads, 
as  bears,  luferns,  porkefpicks.  And  from  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfion  unto 
the  entrance  of  Cape  Briton  is  but  50  leagues.  The  N.W.  end  of  the  ifle  and  the  Cape 
des  Monts  noftre  Dame,  which  is  on  the  main  land  towards  the  fouth,  are  N.E.  and 
W.S.W.,  and  the  diftance  between  them  is  15  leagues.  The  Cape  is  in  49  degrees, 
which  is  a  very  high  land.  The  Cape  and  end  of  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfion  towards  the  S.E. 
are  E.  and  W.  and  there  is  15  leagues  diRance  between  them. 

The  Bay  of  Molues  or  Gafpay  is  in  48  degrees,  and  the  coafi:  lyeth  north  and  fouth, 
and  taketh  a  quarter  of  the  N.  E.  and  S.W.  unto  the  Bay  of  Heate :  and  there  are  three 
ifles,  one  great  one  and  two  finall :  from  the  Bay  of  Heate,  until  you  pafs  the  Monts  , 
noftre  Dame  all  the  land  is  high  and  good  ground,  all  covered  with  trees.  Ognedoc 
is  a  good  bay  and  lyeth  N.  N.W.  and  S.  S.  E.  and  it  is  a  good  harbour  :  and  you  muft 
fail  along  the  fliore  on  the  north  fide,  by  reafon  of  the  low  point  at  the  entrance  thereof, 
and  when  you  are  paft  the  point  bring  yourfelf  to  an  anchor  in  1 5  or  20  fathoms  of 
water  toward  the  fouth  fliore ;  and  here  within  this  haven  are  two  rivers,  one  which 
goeth  toward  the  N.W.  and  the  other  to  the  S.W. 

And  on  this  coaft  there  is  great  fifhing  for  cods  and  other  fifli,  where  there  is  more 
ftore  than  is  in  Newfoundland,  and  better  fifli.  And  here  is  great  flore  of  river  fowl» 
as  mallards,  wild  geefe  aud  others  :  and  here  are  all  forts  of  trees,  rofe-trees,  rafberries, 
filbert-trees,  apple-trees,  pear-trees,  and  it  is  hotter  here  in  fummer  than  in  France. 

The  Ifle  of  Afcenfion,  and  the  Seven  Ifles  which  lie  on  the  north  fliore  lie  S.  E,  and 
W.  N.W.  and  are  diftant  24  leagues.  The  cape  of  Ognedoc  and  the  Seven  Ifles  are 
N.  N.W.  and  S.S.  E.  and  are  diftant  35  leagues.  The  Cape  of  Monts  noftre  Dame 
and  the  Seven  Iflands  are  north  and  fouth,  and  the  cut  over  from  one  to  the  other  is 
25  leagues  :  and  this  is  the  breadth  of  this  fea,  and  from  thence  upward  it  beginneth 
to  wax  narrower  and  narrower.  The  Seven  Iflands  are  in  50  degrees  and  a  half.  The 
Seven  Iflands  and  the  Point  of  Ongear  lie  N.E.  and  S.W.,  and  the  diflance  between 
them  is  15  leagues,  and  between  them  are  certain  fmall  iflands.  And  the  Point  of 
Ongear  and  the  Mountains  noftre  Dame,  which  are  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  entrance 
01  the  river,  are  north  and  foutli ;  and  the  cut  over  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  ten 
leagues  ;  and  this  is  here  the  breadth  of  the  fea.  The  Point  of  Ongear  and  the  River 
of  Caen  lie  eaft  and  weft,  and  they  are  diftant  12  leagues.  And  all  the  coaft  from  the 
Ifle  of  Afcenfion  hither  is  very  good  ground,  wherein  grow  all  forts  of  trees  that  are  in 
France,  and  fome  fruits.  The  Point  of  Ongear  is  49  deg.  and  1 5  min.  And  the  River 
of  Caen  and  the  Ifle  of  Raquelle  lie  N.E.  and  S.W.  and  they  are  diftant  12  leagues. 
The  Ifle  of  Raquelle  is  in  48  deg.  and  40  min.  In  this  river  of  Caen  there  is  great 
flore  of  fifh  :  and  here  the  fea  is  not  part  eight  leagues  broad. 

The  Ifle  of  Raquelle  is  a  very  low  ifle,  which  is  near  unto  the  fouth  fhore,  hard  by  a 
high  cape  which  is  called  th<-  Cape  of  Marble :  there  is  no  danger  there  at  all,  and 
between  Raquelle  and  the  Cape  of  Ma;  ble  fliips  may  pafs:  and  there  is  not  from  the 
ifle  to  the  fouth  fhore  above  one  league,  and  from  the  ifle  to  the  north  fhore  about  four 
leagues.  The  Ifle  of  RaijUi  ile  and  the  entrance  of  Saguenay  are  N.  E.  and  W.  S.W. 
and  are  diftant  14  leagues,  and  there  are  between  them  two  imall  iflands  near  the  north 
fliore.     The  entrance  of  Saguenay  is  in  48  deg.  and  20  min.  and  the  entrance  hath  not 
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paft  ti  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth,  and  it  is  dangerous  toward  the  S.W.,  and  two  or 
throe  leagues  within  the  entrance  it  beginneth  to  wax  wider  and  wider,  and  it  feeineth 
to  be  as  it  were  an  arm  of  the  fea  :  and  I  think  that  the  fame  runneth  into  the  fea  of 
Cathay,  for  it  fendeth  forth  there  a  great  current,  and  there  doth  run  in  that  place  a 
terrible  race  or  tide.  And  here  the  river  from  the  north  Ihore  to  the  fouth  fhore  is  not 
paft  four  leagues  in  breadth,  and  it  is  a  dangerous  pafTage  between  both  the  lands,  bc- 
caufe  there  lie  banks  of  rocks  in  the  river. 

The  Illeof  Raquelle  and  the  Ifle  of  Hares  lieN.  E.  and  S.W.  and  take  a  quarter  of 
the  eaft  and  weft,  and  they  arediftant  i8  leagues.  The  entrance  of  Saguenay  and  the 
Ifle  of  Hares  lie  N.  N.  K.  and  S.  S.W.  and  are  diftant  five  leagues.  The  entrance  of 
Saguenay  and  the  Ifle  of  Raquelle,  are  N.  N.W.  and  S.  S.W.  and  are  diftant  three 
leagues.  The  Ifle  of  Hares  is  in  48  deg.  4  min.  From  the  mountains  of  Noftre  Dame 
unto  Canada  and  unto  Hochelaga,  all  the  land  on  the  fouth  coaft  is  fair,  a  low  land  and 
goodly  champaigne,  all  covered  with  trees  unto  the  bank  of  the  river.  And  the  land 
on  the  north  fide  is  higher,  and  in  ibme  places  there  are  high  mountaiiis.  And  from 
the  Ifle  of  Hares  unto  the  Ifle  of  Orleans  the  river  is  not  paft  four  or  five  leagues 
broad.  Between  the  Ifle  of  Hares  and  the  high  land  on  the  north  fide,  the  fea  is  not 
paft  a  league  and  a  half  broad,  and  it  is  very  deep,  for  it  is  above  100  fathoms  deep  in 
the  midft.  To  the  eaft  of  the  Ifle  of  Hares  there  are  two  or  three  fmall  ifles  and  rocks. 
And  from  hence  to  the  Ifle  of  Filberts,  all  is  nothing  but  rocks  and  ifles  on  the  fouth 
fliore :  and  towards  the  north  the  fea  is  fair  and  deep.  The  Ifle  of  Hares  and  the  Ifle 
of  Filberts  lie  N.  E.,  W.,  and  S.W.,  and  they  are  diftant  12  leagues.  And  you  niuft 
always  run  along  the  high  land  on  the  north  fliore,  for  on  the  other  fliore  there  is  nothing 
but  rocks :  and  you  muft  pafs  by  the  fide  of  the  Ifle  of  Filberts,  and  the  river  there  is 
not  paft  a  quarter  of  a  league  broad,  and  you  muft  fail  in  the  midft  of  the  channel,  and 
in  the  midft  runneth  the  beft  paflage  cither  at  an  high  or  low  water,  becaufe  the  fea 
runneth  there  ftrongly,  and  there  are  great  dangers  of  rocks,  and  you  had  need  of 
good  anchor  and  cable.  The  Ifle  of  Filberts  is  a  fmall  ifle,  about  one  league  long,  and 
half  a  league  broad,  but  they  are  all  banks  of  fand.  The  Ifle  of  T'ilberts  ftands  in  47 
deg.  45  min.  The  Ifle  of  Filberts  and  the  Ifle  of  Orleans  lie  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  and  they 
are  diftant  ten  leagues,  and  thou  muft  pafs  by  the  high  land  on  the  north  fide,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  league,  becaufe  that  in  the  midft  of  the  river  there  is  nothing  but  fhoals 
and  rocks.  And  when  thou  flialt  be  over  againft  a  round  cape,  thou  muft  take  over 
to  the  fouth  fliore  S.  W.  4  S.  and  thou  flialt  iail  in  five,  fix,  and  feven  fathoms :  and 
there  the  river  of  Canada  beginneth  to  be  frcfli,  and  the  fait  water  endeth.  And  when 
thou  fhalt  be  athwart  the  point  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  where  the  river  beginneth  to  be 
frefli,  thou  flialt  fail  in  the  midft  of  the  river,  and  thou  flialt  leave  the  ifle  on  the  ftar- 
board,  which  is  on  the  right  hand  :  and  here  the  river  is  not  paft  a  quarter  of  a  Iea9;u3 
broad,  and  hath  20  and  30  fathoms  water.  And  toward  the  fouth  fliore  there  is  a  IcJge 
of  ifles  all  covered  with  trees,  and  they  end  over  againft  the  point  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans. 
And  the  point  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans  toward  the  N.  E,  is  in  47  deg.  20  min.  And  the 
Ifle  of  Orleans  is  a  fair  ifle,  all  covered  with  trees  even  unto  the  river  fide :  and  it  is 
about  five  leagues  long  and  a  league  and  a  half  broad.  And  on  the  north  fliore  tJiere 
is  another  river,  which  falleth  into  the  main  river  at  the  end  of  the  ifiand :  and  fliips 
may  very  well  pafs  there.  From  the  midft  of  the  ifle  unto  Canada  the  river  ruimeth 
weft,  and  from  the  place  of  Canada  -unto  France-Roy  the  river  runneth  W.  S.  W. 
and  from  the  weft  end  of  the  ifle  to  Canada  is  but  one  league,  and  unto  France-Roy 
four  leagues.     And  when  thou  art  come  to  the  end  of  the  ifle,  thou  fhalt  fee  a  great 
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river  which  falleth  15  or  co  fathoms  down  from  a  rock,  and  maketh  a  terrible  noife. 
The  fort  of  France-Roy  is  ill  47  deg.  10  min. 

The  extenfion  of  all  thefe  lands,  upon  juft  occafion  is  called  New  France  :  for  it  is 
as  good  and  as  temperate  as  France,  and' in  the  fame  latitude.  And  the  reafon  where- 
fore  it  is  colder  in  the  winter  is,  becaufe  the  frefh  river  is  naturally  more  cold  than  the 
fea  •  and  it  is  alfo  broad  and  deep  :  and  in  fome  places  it  is  half  a  league  and  above  in 
breadth  :  and  alfo  becaufe  the  land  is  not  tilled,  nor  full  of  people  ;  and  is  all  full  of 
woods  which  is  the  caufe  of  cold,  becaufe  there  is  not  flore  of  fire  nor  cattle.  And  the 
fun  hath  its  meridian  as  high  as  the  meridian  at  Rochel,  and  it  is  noon  here,  when  the 
fun  is  at  S.  S.  W.  at  Rochel.  And  here  the  north  ftar  by  the  compafs  ftandeth 
N.  N.  E.  And  when  at  Rochel  it  is  noon,  it  is  but  half  an  h.our  pafl  nine  at 
France-Roy. 

From  the  faid  place  unto  the  ocean  fea  and  the  coafl:  of  New  France,  is  not  above 
50  leagues  dillance,  and  from  the  entrance  of  Norumbega  unto  Florida  are  300  leagues  : 
and  from  this  place  of  France-Roy  to  Hochelaga,  are  about  80  leagues,  and  unto 
the  Ille  of  Rafus  30  leagues.  And  I  doubt  not  but  Norumbega  entereth  into  the 
river  of  Canada,  and  unto  the  fea  of  Saguenay.  And  from  the  fort  of  France-Roy 
until  a  man  come  forth  of  the  Grand  Bay  is  not  above  230  leagues  ;  and  the  courfe  is 
N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  not  above  five  degrees  and  20  min.  difference,  and  reckon  16 
leagues  and  a  half  to  a  degree. 

By  the  nature  of  the  climate  the  lands  towards  Hochelaga  are  ftill  better  and  better, 
and  more  fruitful;  and  this  land  is  fit  for  figs  and  pears  ;  and  I  think  that  gold  and  filver 
will  be  found  here,  according  as  the  people  of  the  country  fay.  Thefe  lands  lie  over 
againft  Tartary,  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  ftretch  toward  Alia,  according  to  the  round- 
nefsofthe  world.  And  therefore  it  were  good  to  have  a  fmall  (hip  of  70  tons  to  dif- 
cover  the  coafl  of  New  France  on  the  back  fide  of  Florida  :  for  I  have  been  at  a  bay  as 
far  as  42  degrees  between  Norumbega  and  Florida,  and  I  have  not  fearched  the  end 
thereof,  and  I  know  not  whether  it  pafs  through.  And  in  all  thefe  countries  there 
are  oaks,  and  bortz,  aflies,  elms,  arables,  trees  of  life,  pines,  pruffe  trees,  cedars,  great 
walnut  trees,  and  wild  nuts,  hazel  trees,  wild  pear  trees,  wild  grapes,  and  there  have 
been  found  red  plums.  And  very  fair  corn  groweth  there,  and  peafon  grow  of  their 
own  accord,  goofeberries  and  ftrawberries.  And  there  are  goodly  forefts  wherein 
men  may  hunt.  And  there  are  great  ftore  of  ftags,  deer,  porkepicks,  and  the  favages 
fay  there  be  unicorns.  Fowl  there  are  in  abundance,  as  buftards,  wild  geefe,  cranes, 
turtle  doves,  ravens,  crows,  and  many  other  birds.  All  things  which  are  fown  there 
are  not  pall:  two  or  three  days  in  coming  up  out  of  the  ground.  I  have  told  in  one  ear 
of  com  120  grains,  like  the  corn  of  France.  And  you  need  not  to  fow  your  wheat 
until  March,  and  it  will  be  ripe  in  the  midfl  of  Augufl.  The  waters  are  better  and 
perfefter  than  in  France,  and  if  the  country  were  tilled  and  repleniflied  with  people,  it 
would  be  as  hot  as  Rochel.  And  the  reafon  why  it  fnoweth  oftener  there  than  in 
France  is,  becaufe  it  raineth  there  but  feldom ;  for  the  rain  is  converted  into  fnows. 
All  things  above  mentioned  are  true. 
John  Alphonfe  made  this  voyage  with  MonCeur  Roberval. 
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T/jc  Voyage  of  John  Francis  dc  la  Roche,  hi'ight,  lord  of  Roberual,  io  the  Countries  of 
Canada,  Sagucnay,  and  Ihchclaga,  ivith  three  tall  Ships,  and  two  hundred  Perfons, 
both  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  begun  in  April  1542.  In  which  Paris  he  remained 
ihefame  Summer,  and  all  the  next  Winter. 

CIR  John  Francis  de  la  Roche,  knight,  lord  of  Roberval,  appointed  by  the  King  as 

his  lieutenant-general  in  the  countries  of  Canada, Sagnenay  and  IIochelaga,furnifhed 
three  tall  fhips  chiefly  at  the  King's  cofl,  and  having  in  his  fleet  200  perfons  as  well  men 
as  women,  accompanied  with  divers  gentlemen  of  quality,  as  namely,  with  Monficur 
Saine-terre  his  lieutenant,  I'Efpiney  his  enfign.  Captain  Guinecourt,  Monfieur  Koir 
Fontaine,  Dieu  Lamont,  Frote,  la  BrofTe,  Francis  de  Mire,  la  Salle,  and  Royeze,  and 
John  Alphonfe  of  Xandoigne,  an  excellent  pilot,  fet  fail  from  Rochel,  the  i6th  of 
April  I  ^42.  The  fame  day  about  noon,  we  came  athwart  of  Chef  de  Boys,  where 
we  were  enforced  to  flay  the  night  following.  On  Monday  the  17th  of  the  faid 
month  we  departed  from  Chef  de  Boys.  The  wind  fcrved  us  notably  for  a  time, 
but  within  few  days  it  came  quite  contrary,  which  hindered  our  journey  for  a  long 
fpace,  for  we  were  fuddcnly  enforced  to  turn  back,  and  to  feek  harbour  iu  Belle  lile 
on  the  coafl  of  Bretaigne,  where  we  flaid  fo  long  and  had  fuch  contrary  weather  by 
the  way,  that  we  could  not  reach  Newfoundland  until  the  7th  of  June. 

The  8lh  of  this  month  we  entered  into  the  Road  of  Saint  John,  where  we  found 
17  fhips  of  fifhers.  While  we  made  fomewhat  long  abode  here,  Jaques  Carthier 
and  his  company  returning  from  Canada,  whither  he  was  fent  with  five  fails  the  year 
before,  arrived  in  the  very  fame  harbour.  "Who  after  he  had  done  his  duty  to  our 
general,  told  him  that  he  hadbrought  certain  diamonds,and  a  quantity  of  gold  ore,  which 
was  found  in  the  country.  Which  ore  the  Sunday  next  enfuing  was  tried  in  a  furnace, 
and  found  to  be  good. 

Furthermore  he  informed  our  general  that  he  could  not  with  his  fmall  company 
withfland  the  favages,  which  went  about  daily  to  annoy  him.,  and  this  was  the  caufe 
of  his  return  into  France.  Neverthelefs  he  and  his  company  commended  the  country 
to  be  very  rich  and  fruitful.  But  when  our  general  being  furnifhed  with  fuflicicnt 
forces,  commanded  him  to  go  back  again  with  him,  he 'and  his  company,  moved  as  it 
feemed  with  ambition,  becaufe  they  would  have  all  the  glory  of  the  difcovery  of  thofe 
parts  themfelves,  ftole  privily  away  the  next  night  from  us,  and  without  taking  their 
leaves  departed  home  for  Bretaigne. 

We  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  June  in  the  harbour  of  Saint  John,  partly  in  furnifh- 
ing  ourfelves  with  frefh  water,  w  hereof  we  flood  in  vei7  great  need  by  the  way,  and 
partly  in  compofmg  and  taking  up  a  quarrel  between  fome  of  our  countrymen  and 
certain  Portugals.  At  length  about  the  laft  of  the  aforefaid  month,  we  departed  hence, 
and  entered  into  the  Grand  Bay,  and  paffed  by  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfion,  and  finally  ar- 
rived four  leagues  weflward  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans.  In  this  place  we  found  a  convenient 
harbour  for  our  fhipping,  where  we  call  anchor,  went  afhore  with  our  people,  and 
chofe  out  a  convenient  place  to  fortif)'  ourfelves  in,  fit  to  command  the  main  river,  and 
of  flrong  fituation  againfl  all  invafion  of  enemies.  Thus,  toward  the  end  of  July,  we 
brought  our  viftuals  and  other  munitions  and  provifions  on  flioie,  and  began  to  travail 
in  fcM-tifying  ourfelves. 
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Of  the  Fort  of  Frajice-Roy^  and  that  which  ivas  done  there. 

Having  defcrlbed  the  beginning,  the  midft,  and  the  end  of  the  voyage  made  by 
Monfieur  Roberval  in  the  countries  of  Canada,  Hochelaga,  Saguenay,  and  other 
countries  in  the  weft  parts :  he  failed  fo  far  (as  is  declared  in  other  books)  that  he 
arrived  in  the  faid  country  accompanied  with  200  perfons,  foldiers,  mariners,  and  com- 
mon people,  with  all  furniture  neccflary  for  a  fleet.  The  faid  general  at  his  firft  arrival 
built  a  fair  fort,  near  and  fomewhat  weftward  above  Canada,  which  is  very  beautiful 
to  behold,  and  of  great  force,  fituated  upon  an  high  mountain,  wherein  there  were 
two  courts  of  buildings,  a  great  tower,  and  another  of  40  or  50  feet  long,  wherein 
there  were  divers  chambers,  an  hall,  a  kitchen,  houfes  of  office,  cellars  high  and  low, 
and  near  unto  it  were  an  oven  and  mills,  and  a  ftove  to  warm  men  in,  and  a  well  before 
the  houfe.  And  the  building  was  fituated  upon  the  great  river  of  Canada,  called 
France  Prime,  by  Monfieur  Roberval.  There  was  alfo  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
another  lodging,  part  whereof  was  a  great  tower  of  two  ftories  high,  two  courts  of 
good  building,  where  at  the  firft  all  our  viftuals,  and  whatfoever  was  brought  with  us 
wasfent  to  bekept :  and  near  unto  that  tower  there  is  another  fmall  river.  In  thefetwo 
places  above  and  beneath,  all  the  meaner  fort  was  lodged. 

And  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  in  the  beginning  of  September,  every  man  was 
occupied  in  fuch  work  as  each  one  was  able  to  do.  But  the  1 4th  of  September  our 
aforefaid  general  fent  back  into  France  two  ftiips  which  had  brought  his  furniture,  and 
he  appointed  for  admiral  Monfieur  de  Saine-terre,  and  the  other  captain  was  Monfieur 
Guinecourt,  to  carry  news  unto  the  King,  and  to  come  back  again  unto  him  the  year 
next  enfuing,  furniftied  with  viftuals  and  other  things,  as  it  fliould  pleafe  the  King :  and 
alfo  to  bring  news  out  of  France  how  the  King  accepted  certain  diamonds  which  were 
fent  him,  and  were  found  in  this  country. 

After  thefe  two  {hips  were  departed,  confideration  was  had  how  they  fhould  do,  and 
how  they  might  pafs  out  the  winter  in  this  place.  Firft  they  took  a  view  of  the  vidluals, 
and  it  was  found  that  they  fell  out  fhort :  and  they  were  fcanted  fo  that  in  each  mefs 
they  had  but  two  loaves  weighing  a  pound  a-piece,  and  half  a  pound  of  beef.  They 
ate  bacon  at  dinner  with  half  a  pound  of  butter  :  and  beef  at  fupper,  and  about  two 
handfuls  of  beans  without  butter. 

On  the  Wednefday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  they  did  eat  dry  cod,  and  fometimes 
they  did  eat  it  green  at  dinner  with  butter,  and  they  ate  of  porpoifes  and  beans  at 
fupper. 

About  that  time  the  favages  brought  us  great  ftore  of  alofes,  which  is  a  fifh  fome- 
what red  like  a  ialmon,  to  get  knives  and  other  fmall  trifles  for  them. 

In  the  end  many  of  our  people  fell  fick  of  a  certain  difeafe  in  their  legs,  reins, 
and  ftomach,  fo  that  they  feemed  to  be  deprived  of  all  their  limbs,  and  there  died 
thereof  about  fifty. 

Note,  that  the  ice  began  to  break  up  in  April. 

Monfieur  Roberval  ufed  very  goodjuilice,  and  punifhed  every  man  according  to  his 
offence.  One  whofe  name  was  Michael  Gaillon,  was  hanged  for  his  theft.  John  of 
Nantes  was  laid  in  irons,  and  kept  prifoner  for  his  offence,  and  others  alfo  were  put 
in  irons,  and  divers  were  whipped,  as  well  men  as  women :  by  which  means  they  lived 
in  quiet. 
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The  Manners  of  the  Savages, 

To  declare  unto  you  the  ftate  of  the  favages,  they  are  people  of  a  goodly  ftature, 
and  well  made,  they  are  very  white,  but  they  are  all  naked;  and  if  they  were  apparelled 
as  the  French  are,  they  would  be  as  white  and  as  fair  ;  but  they  paint  themfelves  for 
fear  of  heat  and  fun-burning. 

Inflead  of  apparel  they  wear  fkins  upon  them  like  mantles  ;  and  they  have  a  fmall 
pair  of  breeches,  wlierevvith  they  cover  their  privities,  as  well  men  as  women.  They 
have  hofen  and  flioes  of  leather  excellently  made  :  and  they  have  no  fhirts,  neither 
cover  they  the  head,  but  their  hair  is  truffed  up  above  the  crown  of  their  heads,  and 
plaited  or  braided.  Touching  their  viftualii,  they  eat  good  meat,  but  all  unfalted, 
but  they  dry  it,  and  afterwards  they  broil  it,  as  well  fifh  as  ilefh.  They  have  no  certain 
dwelling  place,  and  they  go  from  place  to  place,  as  they  think  they  may  beft  find 
food,  as  alofes  in  one  place,  and  other  fifli,  falmons,  flurgeons,  mullets,  furnvillets,  barz, 
carps,  eels,  pimpermeaux,  and  other  frelh  water  fifli,  and  (lore  of  porpoifes.  They 
feed  alfo  of  ftags,  wild  boars,  bugles,  porkefpines,  and  (tore  of  other  wild  beads.  And 
there  is  as  great  flore  of  fowls  as  they  can  defire. 

Touching  their  bread  they  make  very  good  :  and  it  is  of  great  null :  and  they  live 
very  well :  for  they  take  care  for  nothing  elfe. 

They  drmk  feal  oil,  but  this  is  at  their  great  feafts. 

They  have  a  king  in  every  country,  and  are  wonderful  obedient  unto  him  :  and  they 
do  him  honour  according  to  their  manner  and  fafhion.  And  when  they  travel  from 
place  to  place,  they  carry  all  their  goods  with  them  in  their  boats. 

The  women  nurfe  their  children  with  the  breaft,  and  they  fit  continually,  and  are 
wrapped  about  the  bellies  with  fkins  of  fur. 

The  Voyage  of  Monfieur  Roberval  from  his  Fort  in  Canada  unto  Saguenay, 

the  ^th  Jujie,   1543. 

Monfieur  Roberval,  the  King's  lieutenant-general  in  the  countries  of  Canada, 
Saguenay  and  Hochelaga,  departed  toward  the  faid  province  of  Saguenay,  on  the 
Tuefday  the  5th  day  of  June  1543,  after  fupper :  and  he  with  all  his  furniture  was 
embarked  to  make  the  faid  voyage.  But  upon  a  certain  occafion  they  lay  in  the  road 
over  againfl:  the  place  before-mentioned  :  but  on  the  Wednefday  about  fix  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning  they  fet  fail,  and  failed  againfl  the  ftream,  in  which  voyage  their 
whole  furniture  was  of  eight  barks,  as  well  great  as  fmall,  and  to  the  number  of  three 
fcore  and  ten  perfons,  with  the  aforefaid  general. 

The  general  left  behind  him  in  the  aforefaid  place  and  fort,  30  perfons  to  remain 
there  until  his  return  from  Saguenay,  which  he  appointed  to  be  the  firfl  of  July,  or  elfe 
they  fhould  return  into  France.  And  he  left  there  behind  him  but  two  barks  to  carry 
the  faid  30  perfons,  and  the  furniture  which  was  there,  while  he  flaid  ftill  in  the 
country. 

And  for  effeftuating  hereof,  he  left  as  his  lieutenant  a  gentleman  named  Monfieur 
de  Royeze,  to  whom  he  gave  commifTion,  and  charged  all  men  to  obey  him,  and  to  be 
at  the  commandment  of  the  faid  lieutenant. 

The  viftuals  which  were  left  for  their  maintenance  until  the  faid  firft  day  of  July,  were 
received  by  the  faid  lieutenant  Royeze. 
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On  Thurfday  the  14th  of  June,  Monfieur  I'Efpiney,  La  Brofle,  Monfieur  Frete, 
Monfieur  Longeval  and  others,  returned  from  the  general,  from  the  voyage  of 
Baguenay. 

And  note,  that  eight  men  and  one  bark  were  drowned  and  loft,  among  whom  was 
Monfieur  de  Noire  Fontaine,  and  one  named  La  Vafleur  of  Conftance. 

On  Tuefday  the  1 9th  of  June  aforefaid,  there  came  from  the  general,  Monfieur  de 
Villeneufve,  Talebot,and  three  others,  which  brought  fix  fcore  pounds  weif^ht  of  thejx 
corn,  and  letters  to  (lay  yet  until  Magdalentide,  which  is  the  22d  day  of  Jtiiy.'' 

[The  reft  of  this  voyage  is  wanting.] 


ZKO   OF    THE    TWELFTH    VOLUME. 


8tr4han  in<J  rrnfton, 
Primtr»-Strc«t,  ],oiidjn. 


from  which  it  was  borrowed. 
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